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C Ht A P. XLIX. 

Th Hiftory of Rome i from the Death ofCafaf 
to thijirfi Conjhlate ofOSlavianus, 

WHEiJ Gaefar was difpatcJied, lEtrutiis advancing td 
the middle of the fenate-houfei offered to give an 
account to the fathers of the motives of their un- 
dertaking^ in hopes they would approve an a£][ion which had 
reftored liberty to their country j bat they fled in the ut- jj^^^ 
moft confternation, and carried terror and confufion into gnatctn^ 
all quartftrs of the city. So gfeat was the throng at the dool" fitrna^vm 
of the hall| and in the porch, that forae of the fenators were ^P^ ^ 
ftifled in the crowd, and others dangeroufly wounded by '^'^ ^ ^^^ 
funning blindly in that general diftra£ti6n againft the drawn 
daggers of the confpirators. The news of Cafar's death be- 
ing fpread all over the city, the friends of the deceafed re-* 
tired precipitately to their boufes, and (hut themfelves up, 
without knowing what they had to hope or fear frorai fo 
tragical ail event. The art'rficers and other inhabitants 
quitting' their (hops and houfes, ran up and down the ftreets 
in diftradion; fome haftening to fee the body of the de- 
ceafed \ fome eagerly enquiring into the particulars of the 
jlflafSnation. In the mean tin>e Brutus and the other con^ 
Anrators marched in a body from the fenate-houfe all over 
the city, with their daggers ftill bloody in their hands, Hot 
like perfons .who thought of efcaping, bat with an air of 
Yoib. XII. fi €onfidcn^j( 
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con fidence and affurance. Some perfons of diftmfljony wli<> 
had not been privy to the confpiracy, joined them with their 
drawn fwords, defirous to fiiare in the honour of the aftion; 
of this number were C. 0£lavius, P. Lentulus Spinther, 
Favonius Patifcus, and L. Statius Murcus, who had ferved 
under Caefar in quality of lieUteiiant againft the fons of 
^ Pompey in Spain. They proclaimed in the ftreets that they 
had killed the king of Rome, and the tyrant of their coun- 
try. They were preceded by a herald, who carried on the 
point of a lance, a cap, the fymbol of liberty among the 
The confpi- Romans. They exhorted the people to refume their ancient 
ratontn- liberty, and complimented fuch perfons of rank as came in 
't'^luio their way. When they arrived at the comitium, Brutus, 
refume holding up his bloodv dagger, cried out, ** Cicero, we have 
their an* fevengcd the republic." 

€ieMt It' Finding, however, that the people did not enter into their 

*jr^ , views, but ratl>erfeemed inclined to revenge the murder of 
attended their beloved diftator, they thought it advifeahle to retire 
'with ^reat to the Capitol, whither they were attended by a body of 
dfftttrh' gladiators belonging to Decimus Brutus Albinus. Next 
ances.tn ^^^^ ^^ ^^ citizen was injured by the confpirators either in 
t i ay. i^j^ goods or perfon, the fenators, and many of the people, 
went up to the confpirators in the Capitol, where they were 
harangued by Bruti^s. When he had done fpeaking, they 
applauded his oration, and invited him with otie voice to 
come Into the city. Thus encouraged, the confpirators dc- 
fcended with confidence into the K)rum, Brutus being at* 
tended and guarded by many perfons of the moft eminent 
quality in Rome, while the other confpirators went pro- 
BrinusAa- mifcuoufly mingled with the crowd. Brutus, perceiving 
foH^ues the tlie people difpofed to hear him with attention, mounted 
^goptt. ^i^g roftra, and addrefled them in a very afFeSing fpcech, 
explaining the motives which had prompted him and his 
confederates to put C2efar to death ; and folemnly protefting 
they had nothing elfe in view but to deliver Rome from ty- 
ranny, and reftore the liberty of the commonwealth. Not- 
withilanding all his elocution, and thefe fpecious protefta- 
tions, the people continued filent, fuUen, and deje£ted; 
^nd the confpirators dreading the confequence, retired once 
more to the Capitol *. ' 

Caefar, determined to fet'out ih a few days on his intended 
expedition againft the Parthians, had refigned his confulfhip 
to P. Cornelius Dolabella, a young man of twenty -five years 
of age, who had married TuHia the daughter of Cicero. 
The new conful, out of refpeft to Cxfar, waited for his dc- 

^ P{ul» Dib CafT. Appian, ibid. 
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jfiartiire to enter upon his office; but he no foorier tieard the 
news of his death, than he appeared with his liftors and 
fafces, without the confent either of the fen ate or people. 
It was generally fujppofed he would join the diftator's frietldd 
againft Brutus and the other confpirators j but he, to the DoUhlla 
great furprize of all, immediately went up to the Capitol ^^^'^ «^«« 
with all the pomp of a conful ; and there congratulating couLlar 
Brutus and his followers on the fuccefs of their glorious un* dl^nitji 
dertaking, declared, that he would fupport them to the ut- anddi- 
moft of his powtr. From the Capitol Jie returned to the ^^^'*fit^ 
forum, where he harangued the multitude, exhorting them ^^^^'^ 
to join the deliverers of their country 5 and, after having ut- 
tered many bitter refledUbns on Caefar, and beftowed the 
higheft elogiums on Brutus, he boldly propofed a law, en- 
acting, that for the future the ides of March (hpuld be ce- 
lebrated with the fame folemnity as theday on which Rome 
was'built. The people, however, were fo far from an- Istbttged 
plauding his propofal, that they would have torn him in tofave 
pieces, had he not faved himfclf by a timely retreat to the ^f**-^^?*, 
tapitol- thCatMt. 

The menaces which the multitude threw out on this oc- 
caiion againft the didator's enemies, did not deter L. Cor- 
nelius Cinna from renouncing his party. Csefar had mar- 
ried to his firft wife Cornelia the Gfter of Cinna, and On that 
account had always favoured him in a particular manner. 
He had raifed him this year to the prsetorfhip, and pro- 
niifed him the confulate : but Cinna was in his heart a re* ntfingu* 
publican, and an enemy to the diftator ; therefore, upon /<«f hiha- 
Caefar's death, he not only openly joined with the confpira- ^'^«''<?/^» 
tors, but going into the forum with all the enfigns of his q^^J^ 
dignity, pronounced an inveftive againft his brothcr-iii-law, 
ftyling him tyrant, ufurper, and oppreffor of his country^ 
When he had clofed his oration, he ftripped himfelf, in pre- 
fence of the people, of all the ornaments of his dignity, 
cqring out, ** Thefe I received of Cafar, againft the known 
laws of Rome ; and now I refign them to the Roman peo- 
ple, who alone have a right to difpofe of them." The 
people took notice of nothing but his ingratitude, which 
they refented fo highly, that he was obliged to abfcond for 
fear of feeling its effefts ^. 

Antony and Lepidus, who were entirely attached to Cae- 
far, and had concealed themfelves through fear of being in- 
volved in his ruin, hearing how the people flood affefted, 
appeared again in public. When the confpirators firft con- 
futed about the execution of their deRgn, they were all, ex- 

^ Ai^piin. Bell, Civil, lib.- ii- Veil. PatcrcUl. lib. ii. cap. 58. 
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The Roman Hifilory^ 

cept £>rutus> of opinion, that Antony (hould be cut oflT 
with Csefar \ for they confidered him as a dangerous perfdn, 
on account of his unbounded ambition, and the powerful 
intereft he had among the fordiery ; but Brutus would by 
no means liflen to their advice, faying, that an aftion un- 
dertaken in defence of the laws ought to be free even from 
all appearance of injuftice. BefideSy he gave them; hopes, 
that a great change might be wrought in Antony. This 
Roman appeared again with all the majefty and fplendor of 
a conful, being Caefar's colleague in that dignity, and ma- 
naged his affairs with fuch addrefs, that he paved the way 
for that triumvirate, which gave the finifliing blow to the 
republic, and eftablifhed monarchy at Rome. 

The firftftep he took was to order Lepidus to march into 
the city with a legion, which he commanded in the neigh- 
bourhood, and to encamp in the field of Mars. This mo- 
tion alarmed the confpirafors in the Capitol, who fent de- 
puties to Antony and Lepidus, defiring them to confider 
the dangerous confequeiKes of a divifion in lb critical t 
conjuncture, and remonftrating, that no hatred to Caefar's 
perfon had armed them againft him, but only the love which 
every good citizen ought to have for his country. As De- 
cim us Brutus had already left Rome to put himfelf at the 
head of an army of veterans in Cifalpine Gaul, which pro- 
vince had been allotted him by Csefar, Anthony and Le- 
pidus diflembled even their defign of revenging the di£tator*s 
death, and, to gain time, returned the following anfwer : 
** That they were ready to facrifice their private regards to 
the public good, and fuffer the fenate to oe aflembled, that 
they might govern them felves by the advice of fo many 
illuftrious and difcerning perfons as compofed that vener- 
able body.'* 

Accordingly Antony, as conful, appointed the fenate to 
meet early next morning in the temple of Tellus, near his 
own houfe, and in the mean time placed guards all over the 
city, to keep the unruly multitude from raifihg difturbances. 
Heiikewiie ordered all Csefar's money and papers to be 
t:onveyed to his hpufe. Next morning by break of day, the 
confcript fathers aflembled ; and as none of the confpirators 
appeared in the fenate, the debates were carried on with 
mare calmnefs and temper than could have been expeified 
on fuch an occafibn. Moft of the fenators were inclined 
to favour the confpirators ; but neverthelefs were divided 
among themfelves in opinion. Some were for declaring them 
the deliverers, the faviours of their country, and allotting 
them, as fuch, ample rewards. Others were for approving 
the a£lion, without appointing any rewards to the authors 

of 
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-of it, Ence no pcrfon demanded them. Some thought It was 
fufEcicntto bury in. oblivion what was pail, without beftow-' 
ing either praifes or rewards on the author^ of Csefar^s <Jeadi. 
Some of C^far's friends declared boldly, that the aftion. 
was odious and deteftable \ but that they ^were neverthelefs 
jeady to concur in fuch meafures as fliould be judged neccf- 
fary for the fafety of thofe who had committed it, from si 
due regard to fo many illuftrious families. After feveral 
different overtures, it was at length concluded by a great 
majority, that before the confpirators were declared guilty 
«r innocent, this queftion fliould be put, ^* Whether Csefar 
was a tyrant, or a lawful magiftrate ?" fince pn ^he decifion 
of this depended that of all other queftions r^elat^ng to the 
oonQnrators. 

Antony made fuch plaufible obje£lions te this queftion, 
that th^ motion was dropped ; and Cicero, m a very elo- 
quent harangue, propofed that every thing which had pafTed 
Ihould be buried m oblivion. Accordingly a general am- dn ^tSt-^f 
iiefty was proclaimed, and at the fame time it was decreed, obU'viom 
contrary to the opinion of Cicero, and the mod zealous pa- ^*y ^ 
<riots, tnat not the leaft tittle fhould be altered of what Cae- aa^lon^ 
far had enaded during his government. This was, in a firmed. 
manner, declaring him at the fame time both innocent and 
guilty, Snce it was inconfiftent to confirm what he had done 
during his didatorfliip, and at the fame time to decree, 
that thofe who had put him to death fliould not be profe- 
cuted.' Cicqrq, in one of his letters to Atiicus, fays, " the 
tyrant is no more j but the tyranny ftill fubfifts. We ex- 
prefs gr<^t joy at hi8.4ea€hj' and at the fame time confirm 
all his ordinances *^.'" 

Antony and Lepidus were ftill refolved to purfue their 

revenge on the confpirators ; but as they diftrufted each 

other, and both were afraid of Decimus Brutus, governor 

of Cifalpine Gaul, they artfully concealed their defign, and 

•caufed the a£l of oblivion to be publiflied in all the quarters 

of the city. As the confpirators ftill remained in their afy- 

Jum for fear of fome fudden tumult, Antony and Lepidus 

fent their children to the Capitol as hoftages for their fccu- < 

rity ; and then Brutus, Caflius, and their followers, came 

into the city. The fame night, in token of a perfefl: re- 

-cpnciliation, Antony invited Caflius to fuppcr, and Brutus 

was entejtaipe4 by Lepidus (A). It was now believed that 

the 

c Cic. Phn:p. i. Vcl.Paterc. lib. ji. cap. s«. Plut. in Cic. Brut. 
i& CjbT. Appian. lib. li* Dio, lib. xhv. 

(A) Antony aiked Caffius^, concealed under his robes?" 
^* Whether he had % dagger ** Yes ^anfwered Caflius, who 

B 3 any 



^ ' ^he Roman Hjftqryf 

the republic would foon be reftored to her former tran- 
quility: but tranquility rfiQ w^y fuhed Antony's ambitious 
views. 

C^far, on the ides of September of the preceding year, 
had made his will, and appointed his' fat,her-in-law, Cal- 
purnius Pifo, to fee it executed : to him Marc i\ntony 
' supplied, and preiTed him to produce the will, that it might 

be publicly read, being convinced that this ftep would pro-» 
duce new difturbances, and have a great efFeft on the mulr 
titude. The dictator's enemieis endeavoured to perfuade 
Pifo to fupprcfs it ; but he, being fupported by Antony, 
d^glared, that nothing fliould prevent him frotn difcharg- 
ing the truft Csefar had rcpofed in him. The affair was 
brought before the fenate, where it occafioned frefhdiC- 
Pifiand ^utes. Antony and Pifo infixed pp., having the will readi 
Anto»)^ £jr0 and the body pf the d^ceafed dilator honourably interred* 
clra7, *^ '^^^^^ (faid Pifo), whoboaft pV, having ^Wled; a tyfant,^ 
wfifrg^d. trcU us thcmfelyes in a moft tyr.^nniical manner : th^y are 
willing that whatever, C^efar h^s done in their behalf flioiild 
l^e ratified, and at the fanie time demand, that his lail: dif- 
ppCtions {hall be fuppre0ed. Aa to Csefar's funeral, you 
may order what you toink, proper j but as^o his will, which 
he has depofjted in my hand^, I . ^m refplved to read it be- 
fore the people-'* The affair wa^ debated by both parties 
with great warmth ; Caffms violently oppofing the propofaj 
pf Antony and Pifo* which, if qonaplicd with, he forefaw, 
would revive the affedlions oi thp p^oplcj and caufcfrefli 
Bruttts troubles 5 but Brutus at lengtl) yielded, and it was decreed, 
jie/iis them tji^t Cgefar's will {hould be opened and read ; that his fu- 
thetr rt' neral rites fliould be performed at the expence of the pub- 
^"^' Jic, and divine honours dec-reed .t.o his memory. 

C^far^s The will being produced, and read in the prefence of 

w//. the people, it appeared, that he had appointed his three 

great nephews his heirs> C, Oftavius, Lucius Pinarius, and 
Quintus Pedius. . To 0£lavius, thQ grandfon of his fifter 
Juiia, he left three-fourths of his ellate,^ and the remaining 
part to tjie other two : he alfo ordained, that young Ofta- 
, yiqs, his principal heir, (houtd tak^ his name, and be 

pdppted jnto the Julian family ; and that if any of his great-t 
Tiephews (hould die, or renounce his inheritance, Decimus 
Brutus and M. Antony fhould be fubftituted in their room. 
Spveral of the confpirators were appointed guardii\ns to his 
children, in cafe, he fhould leave any ; and Decimli^ Bru- 
tus, for whom he had a particular afFedlion, was named to 

wos nariivally choleric and ful- the fovcr<eign power J' This 
len), and a (harp one too, for anfvv,er put a flop to any farther 
jjipy who ilii}U d^jre to a'pire at jc|lq, 

* fucceed 
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fueeeed Of^^ius^ AK>uld he die withQut iffbe ixiaIc, and to 

be adapted iato the Julian family. By the fame will he 

bequeat$,e4 to the Roman people his fine gardens beyond 

the Tjberj arfid to each individiia^ ciuzen the fum of feventy- 

fiiVe Attic dcachmasy or three hundred fefterces. Thefe Dtflurb- 

}aft tokens of Csefai's bene&cence revived the affe£Uon of ^"''^ •<'<^«- 

the people for him, and provoked them once more againft -y^*'^ ^ 

Brutus and his followers^ on whom they beftowed the ^ ,7, ^ 

name of aiTaffins, threatening them with the fame death 

they had infli&ed on their common benefaAor. 

BrutuS) perceiving how much they were exafperated, 
mounted the roftra in quality of prxtor, and endeavoured 
to appeafe them, by demonftrating that Caefar was a tyrant, 
who had deftroyed the conftitation and liberties of his 
country. He likewife addrefled himfelf to the veterans 
who had ferved under Csefar, promifing, in the name of the 
republic, that they fliould be no lofers by the di£):ator's 
death ; thaC thofe who had already received lands, ihould 
be confirmed in the pofleiSon of them ; and that thofe who 
were not yet rewarded, ihould be fatisfied out qf the firft 
money which ihould come into the public treafury. } 

On a ibge, ere£ted in the forum, they produced the 'I'^e B6^ 
body of Csefar, laid upon a bed of ivory richly adorned with ^l^^^^^ 
curtains made of cloth of gold and purple ; and near it was J^^l ^ 
h^ng the bloody robe which he wore at his death. All 
Rome crouded to fee the mangled body of their deceafed 
hero,- whofe lofs they bewailed with • fighs, tears, and la- 
mentations. Thofe chiefly, who had ferved under him in 
his wars, were ihconfolable,' and with loud cries demanded 
vengeance. Then Antony afcended the roftra, and expa« Antony inJ', 
tiated with great eloquence upon every circumftance in the flamis the 
life and death of Caefar which could tend to excite their P^P^^^* ^ 
compailion and revenge- 
He had fcarce finiihedhts orationi when one of the fpec- 
tatorS) in a tranfport of enthufiafm, mounting the ftage, ' 
feized Csefar's robe, and difplaying it to the multitude, 
** Behold (cried he) the fpoils of an hero, beloved of thq 

fods, and reverenced by the w6rld even to adoration !" 
'hefe words^ interrupted with frequent fighs, uttered with Farhus 
a mournful tone, and accompanied with outcries^ and at- ^rtifias 
titudes of forrow, occafioned a general commotion. At *{'f/';^^ 
the fame time there fuddenly appeared an image of Cafar %^^^ 
in wax, which moved by fprings, and ihewed the twenty- 
three wQu^ids which he had received on his face and differ- 
ent parts of his body. This fight tranfported the populace to ' 
madnefs : the forum refounded with fighs mixed with me- 
P^e$ and curfes ^gainit the authors of his deaths whom 

^ JJ4 > they 
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riiey ftjHlcd aflaflins and parricides, deferving the moft Cf iiel 
puhiftiments. Their fury was fo great, that they would 
defe!" no longer the folemnities of the funeral ; but tearing 
to pieces the benches and chairs of the magfftrates, who 
held iheir courts in that place, and carrying away the coun- 
ters and tables from the adjoining fhops^ raifed with them 
Ij^- ,^ a funeral pile, and placing C«fa?8 body upon it, fet it on 
Mj burnt. 6^^ 9 ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ hoAj and the bed' were confumed at once. 
The veterans, who had ferved under the deceafed, threw 
into the flames all the military rewards he had beftowed on 
them. Many women of diftin£^ion, to tcftify their grief, 
and hbnour his memory, committed to the fire their jewels, 
their ornaments, and robes. The incenfed 'multitude 
fnatched the flaming brands out of the fire, and fan to bum 
the houfes of the-confpirators ; but they were prevented by 
the friends ^nd domeftics wHo had been armed to proteft 
them from violence (B). 
fruips Brutus and his paity were fo blarmed, that they thought 

find his it advifeable to retire from 4h€ city ; and accordingly they 
^^^et&e^rom P^^^^^^Y *^ithdrew tt> Antium. All the ftrangers in Rome 
iiamef mourned after the cuftom of their refpeftive countries, eff 
pecially the Jews, who watched feveral nights at the place 
. where Gaefar's body had been burnt. At laft divine ho- 
nours \yefe paid him, and an altar was built' by the popu- 
lace in the fame place, which was ever after looked upon 
as facred. His great nephew Odavius caufcd a- temple to 
be ercjfted on the fpot, and a jpillarof jafper twenty feet 
high, infcribed, *' To the father of his country-V 
4n\9ny tn^ Antony, knowing that it was in the power of the fenate 
^awurs to crofs his defigns, refolved to regain, their favour, by ini" 
to gmitt the flifting fuch punifliments on the authors of the difturbances, 
f§nau. j^g ftriick the unruly multitude with terror, and for a while 
reflorcd the city to its former tranquility. Having aflTem-r 
bled the fenate, he afl^ured the fathers, that henceforth bis 
whole attention (hould be how to quiet the people's minds, 
diR:ra<fied on this fatal ocpaiioir, and to prevent the cala- 
mities of a civil war. 
Tfopofes He propofed recalling Sc^xtus Pompeiug, fon of Pompey 

^'^^7s' ^^^ Great, who, ever fmcc the battle of M'unda, had con- 
J«j tom^' cealed hiflifelf in Geltiberia. He was even of opinion, that 

^ 4 Plut. Appian. Dip. Suet. ibid. 

(B) As they werjc returning him for another of the fame 

from the conipirators' houfes. name, who was concerned in 

they met one Cinna, who haa the confpirac^', fell upon him, 

Jieen always greatly attached to and tore him to pieces on the 

|^«far*s party j but mitta)cing fjpot. 
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Ae lets 6f liis paternal eftate} which had been confifcated 
kj Cxfar, (hauld be reftored at the ^xpence of the public \ 
and that the fupreme command of aU the naval forces of 
the republic fhould be conferred upon him, in the fame un<* 
liouted manner as it had been enjoyed by his father. This 
propofal was heard with furprize, and received with gene* 
cal applaufe (C}« 

The fenators wene highly pleafed with fuch a conduft in BenuMii 
a conful and a friend of Csefar ^ but the populace reproached ikz^rdi 
bim with ingratitude to the memory, of his benefactor* 
Antony failed not to i)fiake a nvsrit with the fenate of this 
averfipn : he even. pretended tp biS afraid, left the enrage^ 
multitude (honbl make fbme attempt upon his life ; and de- 
manded a guard of the fenate to fei;?ure bimfelf againft thp 
cabbie)^ who, he. faid» threatened him with deftru£tion* 
The fathers could not reje£i: his requeft, fince he had in- wkUkis 
. cnrred the hatred of the people for the iQtereft of the fe- V^'^*^ * 
pate : they allowed him therefoice a guard fqr the fecurity 
of his perfon ; but Antony, under this pretence, choie 
fix thoufand old legionaries, who had ferved with him un- 
der Cxfar, and paffionately longed to revenge the death of 
their general. The fenate was alarmed at feeing the con- 
ful walk the ftnrets of Rome, always attended with fuch 
a number of armed men : even his friends r^monftrated to 
him, that fuch an extraordinary attendance rendered hin^ 
(ufpefked and odious in a free ftate. Antony promifed to 
difband them as foon as he thought, bimfelf out of danger ; 
and, in the mean time, to remove the fufpicion they might 
entertain of his afpiring to fuccecd Caefar in the diflator- 
(Jiipf he propofed a law abrc^ating that dignity for ever, 
and it was pafled in the aflembly of the people. 

This calmed for a while the fears of the fathers : but jiisfalfi' 
Antony foon gave them freih motives of jealoufy \ for hav- hood and 
iqg gained over to bis intereft Caefar's fecretary Faberius, doubU- 
and by his means made himfelf mafter of all his papers, he ^^*^f 
appointed officers, brought new members into the fenate* 
recalled fpme from exile^ apd forced Pther^ out of prifon \ 



(C) §ome afcribed this change 
in Antony tg his fear of the con- 
fpirators ; others fufpe^ed, tjiac 
he was defirous or enga^ng 
the fenate in his favour again it 
young 06bvius, the didator^s 
heir, who was on his journey 
from Greece to Rome. All the 
fenators, however, beftowed'on 
hiin th? greateft comme^da* 



tions* Cicero, deceived by this 
falfe appearance of zeal, highly 
commended Antony's condu6V, 
firft in the fenate, and after- 
wards in a letter he wrote to 
him, which the conful kept, 
and in due time made public by 
way of anfwer to the orator s 
bitter invedives. 
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and all thefe regulatiens as^hai^hig be^n prderibed Kf Cscm 
&r. Having by thi^ artifice introduced many of hit own 
creatures into the fenate, he begai^ to aA with great inde- 
pendency, knowing be had Rotning to dread either from' 
fhe fathers or the populace^^nce he bad ncrw a ftrong party 
in the fenate^ and was guarded by a^ numerous body of 
chofen troops againft the infults and attempts of the mul-^ 
G^wrws • titude. Befides, the whok authority of the gorernment 
Kome nmik was lodged in his hands. Be was himf<slf conful, one of 
f* ^fi^f^ his brothers, Lucius AntotituSi was- trthune of the people^ 
''"^^ and the other, C, Antonius, praetor ; fo that, without tik* 
siig upon him the title either of king* or di^latorj he go* 
verned Rome with an* abfolute iway ^. Antony attached 
Lepidus to his intereft, by procuring for him tbe dignity of 
pontifex maximns, vaeanfc by the death of Caefiur, and be^ 
trothing his daughter Antoaia to his ibn^. 

Some of the ccmipirators returned to Rome, while others 

continued at Antium ; amfong the latter was M« Brutus, 

who, upon* intelligence that m^ny of the old foldiers who 

had ferved under Caefar, of whom they had received lands, 

lay in wait for him, and by fmall f>aities had ftolen into 

> the city, would not expofe himfelf to unneceiTary dangers ^ 

Magmfi- however, in his abfence, magnificent (hews were estbibited 

tentffwt to the people at his expence; he being lAien praetor. Csei^ 

exhibitid foy had, before his deaths allotted provinoes to the chief 

^ Briaus. j^^j^ afmong the confpiratop$ 5 to wit, Macedon to M. Bru- 

ttis, Syria to Caffius, Afia to Trebonius, Bttfaynia to Cim- 

ber, and Cifalpine Gftul to Decimus Brutus. They (till 

continued in or near the capital, to watch Antony's (t^eps, 

who afpired, notwithftaildihg. all his former proteftations, 

to the fovereign power. ' 

Such was the po(hipe of a(Fairs> when news was brought, 
that young Odavius, Caefar's great-nephew and adopted 
OSavius'f fo'^j ^2is coming to take pt^fleflTion of his inheritance. He 
^rigift. was the fon of Caius Oda^ius, of the fenatorial order, who 
had been prartor of Macedon, and of Aecia, daughter to 
Julia, Caefar's fitter. The Oflavian family was divided in- 
to two branches, the Cneii and the Caii : the former were 
early diftinguifhed at Rome by the firft honours of the re- 

Sublic; the latter, from whom Caefar's adopted fon was 
efcended, were fimple knights at the time of the fecond 
Punic war. 0£iavius's great-grandfather ferved in Sicily 
in quality of legionary tribunci) and his grandfather bore 
the firft employments in Velitrae, his native city. His 

e A p pi an. lib* iii. 2e viii, Dioi lib. xliy, Plut. in 3t ato. Cic. 
in Epiit. pafHrni & in PhiPippicis. 
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mother Accia^ or Atia, waa the daughter of Julia and^M^ 
Accliis Balbus^ whofe family^ a« appears from feveral an- 
cient infcriptions, had been^ long before the birth of Qcla- 
viuSy one of the mod confpicuous of Arieia, an ancient city 
of Latium. 0£taviu8 was bora in* the confulate of Cicero 
and Caius Antonius. His father Caius Qflavius dying 
when he was four years oldt his mother Accia marriea 
again> and took to her fecond bufband Lucius Marcius Phi- 
lippu^i defcended from thofe Philjppi who fignalized them- 
felves in the Macedonian wars. From his infancy he bore 
the furname of Thurinus, aflumedj as Suetonius conjec-r 
tures, by his father, who drove the remains of Catiline'$ 
army from the neighbourhood pf Thurium, a city of Great 
Greece, and thence ftyled Thurinus. 

Accia his mother, and Philippus his father-in-law, took Hit eduit^ 
^are to have him educated and inftruQed by the heft mailers '*^*» 
then in Rome ; and he is faid to have fo profited by their 
inftrudions, that at i)ine years old he harangued the people 
with wonderful co];ifidence^ and pronounced the funeral 
oration qi his grap'dmoth§r Julia when he was not quite 
twelve. Hi9 extraprdiriary part^t joined to the majefty of 
his engaging mien and cpmely perfon, influenced in hisi 
favour aU who knew or only beiield him. Julius Caefar, ^he nzard 
his greajt-uncl^, was fo plesaied with his genius and difcre- ^^Jj^ "^ 
tion, that he cheriflied him with all the fondnefs of a father,, -f'^ ^'•* 
and very early formed the defign of adopting him, in 
cafe he fliould leave no children of his own. He iniendcd 
to carry 0£lavius to the Parthian war, and with this 
view had fent him before to AppUonia, on the other fide 
the Adriatic, to wait for him there, and in the mean time 
improve his talent for eloquence under the famous rheto- 
rician Apollodorus of Pergamus. 

He bad been fix months in Apollonia, when he receiv- h infirmitf 
ed the news of his uncle's tragical death. At firft he knew at Apollo- 
not whether the whoje fenate was privy to his murder, or ««^/^" 
whether he had fallen by a confpiracy of his private ene- ^J^/^' 
mies ; but he was foon informed, that fixty fenators of the * 
mod illuftrious families in Rome had been m the plot ; that 
even thofe who bad no 0iare in it, did, however, fecretly 
favour the confpirators, whom they looked upon as the de-> 
livercrs of their country ; that this party was very powerful} 
that Antony, Lepidus, and the other friends of his great- 
uncle, under pretence of avenging his death, aimed at no^ 
thing clfe but to eftablifh their own power; and that the 
city was filled with troqbles and commotions, occafioned 
by the animofity of different parties. At the fame time, 
be received letters from bis mother and father-in-law, and 

other 
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6tner friends^ advifing nhn to* forbear far/ the prefent de- 

Glaring either his prctcnfions or" referitmcht, fince tjicrc 

could be no fafety for him, but in ah 'obfcure and pri* 

yate life. 

WL 'tSs ihi Oftavius, rejefting thefe timorous counfels, refolved to 

J^yice tf P^fs over into Italy without delay, to inform himfelf of the 

hisfrundsf fituation of affairs. He went on board a fmall refle]^ and 

gaJftu out paffing the Adriatic fea, landed ajL Lupia* how La Rocca, 

forliafy,^ between Brunddfium and Hydruntum. The former waa 

the ufual place of landing, for thofe who came from th^ 

Eafl:; but Odavius thought it advjfeable not to (hew him-^ 

felf there, the place being full of foldiers^ till he had, by 

means of feme emiffarles, founded the difpofition of the inv 

, habitants and garrifon. The latter no fooner hqard of his 

. arrival, than they went out, and introduced him by a kih4 

of triumph into the city. 0£lavius thanked them for their 

' attachment and refpe£t ; and, after having offered a folemti 

DecUtres tsicxlficc to the gods, declared himfelf Csefar*s heir, and fon 

himfelf Ca^ by adoption, calling himfelf v^O longer Catus OdtaviuSy but 

/ir'i htir. Cfaius Julius Cacfar Oflavianus (D). The garrifon of Brun*^ 

H9W fup' dufiura, which was very numerous, and condfted of ve- 

flied'wiik terans, whom Cxfar intended to lead againft the Piarthians^ 

Mrms,mO' ^ not only offered their ferviccs to Oftavianus, but put him 

Mjf&c* in poffeflion of all the military ftores and provifipns which 

Caefar had prepared for his Parthian expedition, and Con- 

X veyed to Brundufium, in order to be transported from thence 

into the Eaft. OAayianus had alfo the good fortune to in-^ 

tei'cept the tributes, which were fent annually to Rome from 

the provinces on the other fide the fea, and likewife the 

provifions and money detigned for the fupport and payment 

of the troops of the republic in Maccdon. Thefe Otiavia- 

nus feizedforhis own ufe, giving out that he intended to 

revenge his untle's death. Thus fuppHed at once with 

men, money, arms, and provifions, he fet put for Brun* 

dufium, and Vopk his route through Campania to Rome. 

f}fitjCf» On the fourteenth of the calends. of May he arrived at 

Naples, and li^xt day went to vifit Cicero at his couhtry- 

» • 

(D) Adopted pcrfons affum- cd by Q^ ScrviKus C«pi6 Aga* 

ed all the three names of him lo. The other was added with 

who adopted them ; but, as a foine flight alteration^ as in the 

mark of their proper defceikt, cafe betore us, 0<3avianus calU 

added at the«iid either their for- ing himfelf, after his adopted 

mer nomen or cognomen ; the father, C. Julius Caefar, and , 

firfl exactly the fame as before, changing the cagnomen 06la- 

for inftance, Q^Servilius Cae- vlus into Oftavianus, declaring 

pio Agalo Brutus, the name of himfelf thereby to be of the 

M.Junius Brutus, when adopt* OAavxan family. 

houfei 
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houfe, in tBe neighbourKood. of Cum^, whither the orator 
had rdtired for fear of Antony, ^ho now governed Rome 
with an abfolute fway. 

From Cumae, Oftavianus purfued his journey to Rome, 
and was joined, as he pafled through Campania, by the 
moft confiderable of his uncle's friends, relations, ireed- 
men, and even his flaves. The veterans likewife, to whom « 

Caefar, after the civil wars, had given lands in Italy, ha- 
ftened from all parts, to offer their fervice to his adopted 
fon. As he approached Rome, moft of the magiftrates, Arrivts «l 
the officers of the army, and the people, came out in crouds ^ome, 
to meet him. Antony alone neglefted to fliew him the 
Icaft refpeft ; he did not even deign to fend any of his 
fervants or attendants to compliment him in his name : but 
• of this negleft, young Oftavlanus took no notice, being 
unwilling, on fo trifling an account, to difoblige one with 
whom he had affairs of much greater moment to tranfaft. 
His friends could not forbear publicly condemning the pride 
and ingratitude of Antony ; but Oflbavianus, with an ap- 
pearance of good humour, excufed him on account of his 
greater age, and the prerogatives of the confular dignity. 
•* It behoves me, who am a young man, and in a private 
ftation (faid he), to wait on one who is my fenior, and in 
the highcft poft of the republic" Accordingly, he refolv- 
cd to make him a vifit next morning} but, as he defigned 
to have his adoption firft ratified by the praetor, according Has his m» 
to the Roman cuftom, he delired his friends to meet him ihptUm r«* 
early in the forum, with as many attendants as they could iif^d* 
conveniently affemblc,' in order to affift at that ceremony. 
His friends and relations, with crouds of clients and at- 
tendants, accompanied him early in the morning, purfuant 
to his requeft, into the forum, where he proved before 
^ Caiud, the brother of Antony, at that time praetor urbanu$ 
dr city praetor, his adoption, declared his acceptance, and 
caufed it to be regiftered by the public fcribes or notaries. 

From the forum Oftavianus went to Pompey's gardens, 
where Antony then refided. The conful fuffered him to 
wait a confiderable time at the gate, intimating, by that 
affected difregard, how much he was above him, and what 
degree of authority he defigned to maintain over him. At 
length he admitted him into his apartment, and received 
him with great poUtenefs and civility. Oftavianus fpoke 
firft : he began with returning thanks to Antony, for his jiisfhetck 
attachment to the memory of his father, and the panegyric to A/itouy 
he madc.attis funeral J then he modeftly complained of «< ^^«> 
his having fuffered a pardon to pafe in favour of the con- fi^J^ '"^^^ 
fpirators. He reminded him of C^far's friendfliip to him, '''"'^' 

and 
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ani of the many good offices he had done him : he con* 
^ jured him, hy the memory of his friend and benefa£^or, to 
ai&ft him in revenging his death, at leaf): not to oppofe him 
Jh fo laudable an undertaking. In the clofe of his fpeech^ 
he gave Antony to underftand, that he was refblved to pay 
immediately the legacies which his father had left to the 
people and foldiery ; and therefore defired to have deliver- 
ed to him, as Caefar's chief heir, the money which he had 
caufed to be conveyed from Caefar^s houfe to his own : 
^ But as that (faid he), will hardly be fufficient to difcharge 
all my obligations, I fhall be obliged to you, if you will 
either lend me fome of your own, or procure me fome at 
intereft from the quaeftors, that I may pay off* what fliall re« 
main due to thofe whom my father has remembered in his 
tkrill. As for his moveables, I am willing you (hould keep 
them, as marks of his afFe£tion ; but fojr the ready money t 
have prefent occafion, and therefore hope you will order it 
to be delivered to me without delay.*' 

Antony, amazed at the young man's boldnefs, and piqued 
at what he faid in the clofe of his fpeech, relating to his 
father's money, which, according to Plutarch, amounted 
Antonfs to no lefs than four thoufand talents, told him, with an 
'^(jf* air of authority, that he was very much miftaken, if he 

fancied, that Caefar had left him heir of the Roman empire, 
as wdl as of his name and fortune ; that his death ought 
to have taught his adopted fon, that the conftitution of the 
common weakly allowed neither of hereditary nor eleftivd 
Sovereigns; and that therefore he ought not to demand 
r^aions of a Roman conful, for what he had done in the 
government of the commonwealth. As for the obligations, 
which he pretended to owe him, on account of the honours 
he had procured for his father's memory, he willingly ac- 

Suitted him of them all, fince what he had done was only 
edgrted for the good of his country. " However (added he),^ 
to me alone you are indebted for his name and eftate; for had 
Caefar been treated like an ufurper, a difgrace which I alone 
prevented, there had been neither will, inheritance, nor adop* 
tion : but 1 fecured to him the honours due to his memory, 
and by thefe means his name and eftate to you, even at the 
hazard of my own life. It is true, I have- fufFered fome 
decrees to pafs in the feftatc. favourable to the confpirators ; 
but 1 have been prompted thereto by reafons^ which one of 
your age is not capable of difcerning. As to Csefar's money, 
whlt^h you demand, it does not amount to fQ^eat a fum 
as you imagine ; beddes, as it belonged to the common- 
wealth, from which your father took it, it has been, in 
gr^at part; (hared among the magiftrates fince his death, 

wh# 



who are to difpoiib of it accordihg to the exigencies cff the 
ftate. As for what remains^ I am ready to put it into your 
hands ; but gire me leave to advife youy young mani not 
to fquander it in largeffes and gratifications : employ it. ra« 
ther, in fending back to their ie{|)e^ve colonies thatfboal 
of followers, who attended you.iuther. The populace is s 
monfter, that Will never be fatisfied^ and will always re- 
quite the good officesof their feliowrtcitizens with the bafeft 
ingratitude. As you ^re converfant in the Grecian hiftory^ 
you muft know, that the favourites of the people are, ge« 
neraily fpeaking, ihoi't-lived^ and that popular afiediion is 
more inconftant than the waves of the ocean ^" 

0£lavianasi offispded at this fpeech, took his leave of 
Antony abruptly, repeating feveral times, as he went out 
of the door, the name of Caefar. He was well apprifed, 
that the conful kept his father's money and eftate from him^ 
with a view to difable him from purchafing the favour of 
the people. He therefore refolved to expofe to public faie 
all the boufes tnd lands that belonged to the di£fcator, de-* 
daring, that he would not have accepted his inheritance^ 
had it not been to prevent Antony from depriving fo many 
families of the efiediai of Caefar^s bounty towards them : 
but the conful, to prevent the fale, prevailed upon fome Antwfs 
private cittzens^to claim the lands, as the eftates of their an* ^^'fi^** 
ceftors, which the diftator had appropriated to himfelf 
during the civil war* At. the fame time, the quaeftors and 
other officers c^the revenue, at the inftigation of the conlu}» 
claimed part of thofo lands, as having been confifcated for 
the ufe of the public. Oflavianus, foreieeing the affair 
would be drawn out to a great' length, put up to (ale his owu 
patrimony, with the Qftates of his mother and father-in-law, 
who parted with then) to promote his defigns and affift him 
in purchafing the favour of the people* With the money OBm^vm' 
accruing from tfaefe fales, he paid part of his Ccfar^s lega- *^ f ^ 
cies \ which afie£led generofity io charmed the populace, w^/^'T^JT 
that they all declared in his behalf, and broke out into bitter ^/^^ '^ 
invedivesagainft Antony, for with-holding his father's eftate. 
A few days after this tranfafWon, a difoute arofe between 
Antony and Oftavianus^ on occafion or the public (hews, 
which Crotonii^ exhibited during his aedilelhip. The fe- 
nate had decreed in Csefac's life-time, that at all public 
ihews, a gilt chair» a^d a crown of gold (hould be placed 
for him, even afkr his death, to make the memory of that 
great man iifl^^mortaL Purfuant to this decree, O^avianus 

f Liv. lib. c;x?ii. Appian. lib. lii, p. 53 1, 533. Dio. Hb. xlv. Veil. 
Patercirl. lib. ii. cap. 6b. Suet, in Oftavio. Cic. Epifti ad Attic. 
xo. & X). lib. xlv. Orof. lib. vi. cap. 10. 

fcnt 



|5 7he Roman Hifloryi / 

fent the chair and crown ; but the aedifC} influehcedtiy Ah^r 
tony^ refufed to adipnit them. The affair being carried be-* 
fore the conful, Antony anfwered coldly, that he would re- 
fer it to the feoate ; ^^ And I, anfwered 0<3:avi2nu9 haugb-^ 
lily, will place my father's chair where it ought to lland^ 
while you are confuhing the confciipt fathers*^' 
% Antony, {provoked at the young man's boldneCs, threatene<} 
to fend him to prifon^ if he attempted to bring forth his f^>« 
ther*s chair and crown, either at the gafmes of Crotoniu^, or 
at thofe which he himfelf was to exhibit in honour of the 
^gmrreh di£tator, before th« temple of Venits. OAavianus,- per-» 
wrM An* ceiving that this prohibition was ill received by the people^ 
*^* . refolved to convert it to his own advantage ; and, accord- 
ingly, going into the forum, complained to the multitude df 
the injury done to the membry of his father, addreihng him-* 
felf to Antony, as if he had been prefent (£)• His difcourfe 
incenfed the populace againft Antony ; every one detefted 
his ingratitude; even his own guards, who had feryed under 
Caefar, threatened to abandon him, if he continued to per-* 
lecute the fon of their general. Antony, finding it was hi» 
intereft to difTemble, declared that he preferved a tender re-« 
card for the memory of Caefar, and had alfo a great value 
lor his fon ; but as the young man, proud of the nam^ of 
' Csefar, pretended to put himfelf upon the level with a con*' 

ful, he thought himfelf obliged to make himfenfible of tha 
difference between a private citizen and the chief magif- 
trate of the republic ; but that he was ready to forget all thal^ 
Theysri ^as paft, provided Odavianus would> for the futurei pay 
ncondied. \^\^ ^h^X rcfpeft and deference to which he was entitled by 
his age and office. This explanation was, at the requeil of 
the officers, followed by an interview, in which, after mu« 
tual proteftatioi^s of friendfliip, they promifed to aflift each 
other in revenging Caefar's death «. 
Antwyab' in |^Is pretended reconcHtation with 0£bviantts, Antony 
tmiiuikt jjg^ ^jg private views. As the confular year was near ex- 

prtvtnfe of . ' ' 

€ifalp'%n$ -^ . • g p|ut, Dio, Appian. ibid. 

(E) " Why fliould your ha-, ipan, to whom you o>^e youf 
tred to me (faid he) extend to prefent dignity.* Sufie||me, at 
Caefar, who deferved fo well of leaf! , Antony f to difcharge 
you ? Why do you endeavour tht>re legacief which he has left 
to prevent me from paying thofe to his fellow-cidzens ; I freely 
honours to the memory of my abandon to your infariable ava* 
father, which you procured, riceallthe^fh IfhaHthinkmy- 
and thefenatedecreediforhim? feifrichenougbM|]candojufw 
Sacrifice me, if you pleafe, to . tice to hi^. mmory, by diftri- 
your revenge ; but do not thus buting among the people what 
revile the manes of a great he has left them by his will.''' 
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Jjiring, he hoped, by the intereft of Odavianus, to procure 
the province of Cifalpine Gaul, which had been given to 
Decimus Brutus by the di£lator, and confirmed to him af^ 
ter his death, by a decree of the fenate. He knew the im- 
portance of that governnient, with reipeft ]to all Italy, and 
remonftrated to Oftavianus, that fince he was generoufly 
difpofed to revenge the death of his father, he ought not to 
fuffer one of his aflaffios to enjdy a command at the gates of 
Rome. Oftavianus fell into the fnare, and promifed to af-* 
£& him with all his intereft. The a:fFair was brottght before 
the fenate, where it met with oppofition, a great number of 
the fenators being attached to the perix>ns and cauie of the 
confpirators : beudes, they could not turn Brutus out of thei 
province which Caefar had allotted him, without reverfing 
the decree by which they had confirmed all his a£ts. Thd 
propofal \tras therefore rejeftcd by a great majority ; but 
Antony had recourfe to the people, whofe tribunes he had 
bribed ; and the undifcerning multitude^ notwithftanding 
the remonftrariccs of the. fenate, granted him the govern- 
ment he defired. On this occafion, 0£tayia»ud employed 
all his intereft in favour of Antony, and it ^as chieliy by 
his intrigues that the conful carried bis point. The father^ 
immediately difpatched a meiTenger to Bi-utusy acquainting 
him with what had paiTed, and advifing him not to deliver 
Up the province to Antony, but to fortify himfelf, and keep 
out the conful, if neceflary, by force of arms \ 

The friends of Cafar triumphed, on account of the re^ 
conciliation between 0£tavianus and Antony ; but as the 
interefts of the rivals were fo oppo^te, each of them afpir^ 
ing at the fame power which Caefar had enjoyed^ it wa^ 
impoflible they ihould continue long united. Antony, Jni^ 
thinking himfelf now mafter of Italy, began to thwart Oftjr- breach be* 
vianus's mcafures, and treat him with lefs regard ; he even 'w^ ^** 
commanded him, under feverc penalties, to forbear bribing q^J^^ 
the populace ii^ith his largelTes : and becaufe O^lavianus, ^j^j. 
by the intereft he had with the people, was likely to get 
Flaminius, one of his creatures, named to the tribunate, 
Antony employed all his credit and authority to poftpone 
the eleftion. Thus the averfion of the rivals was renewed^ 
Antony never n\pntioned Ofliavianus but with the epithets 
of a rafli, turbulent, and feditious young man i while 0£la- 
vianus endeavbured to inflame the refentment of the peo- 
ple againft Antony. 'The fenate was overjoyed at thid di- 
vifion ; but i!Ui<tony's guards, and the late di<^ator's fifeiids« 
did not fai^tS remonftrate to him againft the dangerous 

b Hut. Dio, Appian. ibid. 
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confequenees of their difagrecmcnt^ ind to exhort Antoitf 
10 be reconciled again to the fon of their general. Antony 
was no lefs dcfirous of deftroying the confpirators than were 
his foidiers and officers ; bat he could not bear it fhould be 
owing to Oftavianus. He was afraidj that, under pretence 
of revenging Caefar's death} he might feize on the fovereigti 
power, after having ruined the republican party. This 
was the fecret motive that prompted him to oppofe 0£la- 
irianusi who,m he beheld greatly beloved by the foldiery and 
people. 
AMto9f eu' However, as it would have been dangerous to difobliee- 
to iufiify ^^ officers and legionaries, who had followed him fince the 
Mii ccnduQ, dilator's death, he undertook to juftify his conduft in an 
harangue, which is rela^ted at length by Appian *j and un- 
tavels all the myfteries of his policy. The fpeech fatisfied 
Isaga'ttt jjis ofiicers; yet they infifted on his being reconciled to 
/• oS't Oclavianus, to whom, at their rcqueft, he had a fecond in- 
'viuMui, tcrview in the Capitol, which ended like the firft, in mutual 
engagements and prom ifes to affift each other 5 but not- 
with (landing their pretended' reconciliation, they parted jufl: 
fts fincere friends as they were before. 
Imettt ' Antony, to attach his colleague Cornelius Dolabella to 
0/ Syria ^*s intereft, and at the fame time to weaken the party of 
conferrtd ihc tdnfpirators, perfuaded him to demand the government 
§u Dola- of Syria, which had been allotted by Csefar to Caffius, and 
^M^*Ju^ the command of the army which the diftator had defigned 
andHlrri' ^^ ^^^^ againft the Parthians. The fathers, offended at 
turn on Cn (uch an uiifeafonable demand, remonftrated to him, that 
AntoHws, it was an infult upon the memory of Cscfar, who had giveii 
that government to Caffius, and upon the fenate, which 
had, by a fpecial decree, confirmed all his ordinances. Do- 
labella, now wholly attached to Antony, anfwered, that 
Caffius had firft trantgreffed the ordinances of Csefar ; and 
that a traitor, who had imbrued his hands in the blood of 
his friend and bcnefaflor, ought Hot to have any (hate in 
his favours. As the fenate continued inflexible, the difpute 
was brought before the people, who readily granted the go- 
▼emment of Syria to Dolabella, in hopes of feeing a fpeedy 
vengeance taken of the diftator's enemies. Antony, taking 
advantage of the prefcnt difpofition of the people, prevailed 
upon them, at the fame time, to confer on his brother 
Caitts Antonius the' government of Macedon andlFIyricum, 
"vtrhich had been inveftcd in M. Brutus. By thefe promo- 
ttODS, Brutus and Caflius were deprived of their govern- 
meats % but the fenate, who placed all their hopes In thefe 

< Appian. lib. iii, ci^p. 91 
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l^'abrioB) and wfere equally jealous of Oftariattus and Art- 
tony, procured other provinces for them^ namely^ Cyrcne 
and Crete for Caffius, and Bithynia for Brutlis^. 

As the reconciliation of Antony and Oftavianus was 
forced, their pretended friendftip was {hdrt-livcd. A few j nt^ 
days after they had mutually engaged, in the Capitol, to breach */- 
affift each other, Antony caufed fome of his guards to be '''^*''^'" ^''* 
put under arreft, pretending; that they had been corrupted ^qq^^^ 
by Oftavianiis to murder him. This wasj perhaps, a mere nus. 
jpretence to ralfe forces. Accordingly Antony lent orders ^^^ ^^^ 
. fo his brother CaiuS, for whom he had procured the go* Qf^ 
vernment of Macedon, to bring into Italy foiir of the legions 
that were quartered in that province. He flattered hi m- 
felf that Lepidusi who was now in Spain at the head of 
four legrions^ and PlancuS, who commanded three more in 
Tranfalpine Gaul, would declare for him. Oftavianus, 
fearing to be furprlfed and cruflied by his enemy^ hafteried 
into Campania, where he collefted ten thoufand brave vete- 
rans, who had ferved under Caefar, arid had been rewarded 
by him for their fervice 'W^ith lands in that part of ttaly. 
He likewifc found means to corrupt and gain over tv«ro of 
Antonyms legions, the Martian and the fourth. 

Having ttius ralfed an army, without being invefted With 
a military title, or any m^giftrafcy which gave him right to 
command the forces of the republic, efpecially againft a con- 
ful, he marched Immediately to Rome 5 but thought it advife- OSiawa* 
able to halt at the temple of Maris, about two miles from the ^"^ tnttrs 
city, till he obtained the coiifent of the people for his entry, anumei 
Canutius, a tribune of the people, in an harangue to the body^f 
multitudefi affured them, that young 0£tavianus had no mtn^ 
other view in entering Rome with fo numerous a guard, 
but to proteft them and himfelf from the infults and dan- 
gerous attempts of the cruel and ambitious cJonful. The 
popukce, ever giddy and fliort-lighted, believed their tri* 
bune, arid fuffered Oftavianus to enter the city with all 
his forces. Antony was then at Brundufium, whither he 
had gdtie to appeaie a tumult^ which fome mutineers had 
raifed among the Macedonian legions ; but as he was hourljf 
expeded, both with his oWii guards and the other legions^ 
which had remained faithful to himy nobody doubted that a 
civil war would foon be kindled within the walls of Rome. 
In this perfuafion^ fome fided with Antony, others with 
Oftavianus ; but the moft difcerning among the fenators 
dedared for neither^ afiRsfling t(i ftand neuter, and in the 
meftti time privately^ itifiattring the heads of the parties 

k DiOy lib< xtv. Li ?• lib, cxyii. Appiftn* Ub. tfi. p* 543'^54^- 
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againfl: each other, not without hopes of feeing them botfi 
undone by their mutual hatred ^ (F). 
jf/tfonyre^ Antony having appeaiftd the tumult, which had been 
tstrmfrom raifed among his troops at Brundufium by the emiflaries of 
Y*^** «. Oftavianus, and difcharged fuch of the officers as he dif- 
Rowe. trufted, ordered his legions to march to Ariminum \ while 
be repaired to Rome, and entered it at the head of a thou- 
fand well-armed legionaries. Next day he left the city, 
and went to Alba^ in hopes of regaining the two legions 
which had revolted fcom him, and were quartered in that 
city ; but they (hutting the gates againft him, be haflened 
from thence to Tibur, where he had large, ftores of am- 
^ . munition and provifions, with a defign to drive Dccimus 

Brutus out of Cifalpine Gaul. At Tibur, he was joined 
by the tenth legion lately^ arrived from Macedon, by fe- 
veral fenators, and a great number of Roman knights, wha 
came to offer him their fervice. Many veterans likewife, 
who had formerly fervcd under him, nocked to him from 
Ant9ny ^W parts of Italy ; fo that he began his march towards Ari- 
^%Mrd ^iJ^tim, at the head of five legions, and a confiderable 
Arimittum. body of Roman knights. 0£tavianus was, in the mean 
time, at Alba, with the two legions that had abandoned 
Antony, one of new-raifed foldiers, and two of fuch ve- 
terans as had ferved under his father. From this place he 
wcote to the fenate, complaining of the inconftancy of ' 
fome members of that body, who, after the molt folemn 
proteftations of friendfhip to him, had abandoned his party, 
t imd joined that of his rival. At the fame time, he offered 

to march with all his forces againft Antony, as a commoa 
enemy. The fenate commended the young general's zeal^ 
but adjourned all deliberations on fo weighty an affair, till 
the eleftion of new confuls. The foldiers preffed him to 
affume the title of proprator, without waiting till the fe- 
nate or confuls conferred it upon him, and, in ihat quality, 

1 Appian. Dio. Vd. Paterc. ibid. Clc. in Epift, ad Attic. & 
Famii. Faff. 

(F) Cicero, influenced by his complained of his condu<5l in 

hatred to Antony, fided with very Iharp terms, telling him, 

Oftavianus, whom he had affift- that, notwithftanding his boaft- 

cd with his advice ever fince ed love of liberty, he was fen- 

his firft arrival .in Italy, omit- fible he could endure a tyrant ; 

tingnooccafion to difcredithis add that it was manlfed, from 

rival Antony, both with the fc- hi^ courting OStaviaftUB, that he 

liate and people. M. Brutus, di^ not intend /Hberty for his 

who was &\\\ in the neighbour- country, but. a bQU^tif^} n^afie^. 



hood of Rome, HTote feveral for himfelft 
letters to Cicero, wherein be 
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to head them againft Antony. 0£tavianus knew, that Offawa- 
fuch a ftcp would give great umbrage to the feiiate, whofe **•''' */• 
favour he defigned to court) till he had got tid of Antony ; ^^^^V 
and therefore he refufedythe title which had been offered to *J^j^ 
him by the legionaries (G). on/wj. 

In the mean time Antony, from his camp at Ariminnmy 
difpatched a meflenger to Decimus Brutus, acquainting 
him with the decree of the people, which deprived him of 
the government of Cifalpine Gaul. To the decree of the Dedmus 
people, Brutus oppofed that of the fenate, confirming all ^^^is r/- 
the 2lQa of Caefar. After feveral mcffages and deputations, ^c^**^ ^^ 
Antony threatened to have bim declared an enemy to the fJlr^f,^ 
republic, if, within a limited time, he did not refign the Cifk^mg 
government of a province, which had been allottcfd to him Oatd, 
(Antony) by the Roman people. Brutus replied, that he 
bad been appointed governor of Cifalpine Gaul by a decree 
of the fenate» and would not quit his province^ till thofe 
who had placed him in it recalled him. In confequence of 
this refufal, the conful, breaking into the province at the 
head of a nun^erous army^ made himfelf mafter of feveral 
cities, and laid fiege to Mutina, now Modena, whether \^/0i^£v. 
Brutus had reUred with a troop of gladiators, and three 'ifodfsH^ 
legions, two of which he had formerly commanded under <?"'^^' 
Caefar. The fiege of Mutina was looked upon by the fe- j^Jf^„^ 
nate as a declaration of war ; but they poftponed deiiberat- ' 
ing on fo important a fubjeft, till the new confuls entered ' 
upon their office. Thefe were Caius Vibius Panfa, and 
Aulus Hirtius (H), who had both ferved under Csefar, and 
were great friends to Cicero. 

Immediately after this eleftion, they aflembled the fe- 
nate ; and having difplayed, in a very pathetic fpeech, the 
evils with which the republic was threatened, they pro- 
pofed the two following queftioiis to the confideration of 
the confcript fathers, namely, what rewards the two le- 
gions deferved, that had abandoned Antony to (ide with - 



(G) The confcript fathers, 
deceived by his feeming mo- 
defty, conferred on him that 
very title which he had lately 
xefufed ; at the motion of Ci- 
defirous of having 



cero, 



powerful prote£lor againft An- 
tpny, they ordered a flatue to 
be erected to him, gave him, a 



place in the fenate, and enabled 
him to hold the coafulate ten 
years fooner than was allowed 
by law ( I ).^ 

(H) Hirtius was the author 
of that hiflory of the Alexan- 
drian and African wars, which 
is annexed to Cxfar^s Commen* 
taries. 



(i) Appian. Dlo, Pint. ibid. & Cic. paflin^. in Epi$. &Phili|i» 
l^\tp i. fi ii. 
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Cicero is 
for declnr* 
ing 'war 
agaitijf 



Antony or' 
dtred to 
raife th^t 
fiegfof 
Mutjna. 



Declared 
An enemy to 
ku fountry. 



0£l;iiv{anus ? and what expedients tkey judged proper Ui 
be taken, in order to hfxng Antony to renoiinoe his pretcn-« 
Cons to the prcfvince ol Cifalpii^ Gaul ? It wa^ unaoi^ 
moufly refolved, that the twp l9gipft9 flw^uld be rewaniedi 
and the confuls were impowerea to (tprifef on them* what . 
gratifications they fbould tbinic nr^operr Some we«e of opi- 
nion, that a deputation fliould W femt to Antony» eocreat* 
ing him, in the name of the fenate, tQ i^aife t^e fiege of 
Mutina, and abancbn that proyiac^: bat Cicero^ in % 
fpeech which ha§ reached m, lomder tbe titl« of bis fifth 
Philippic, (hewed it was h^ettJk ike dignity of the Rot 
jnaq jpeople, to treat with a revolted; citizens ajsd that nc* 
gotiations would only civa h\xn time to ftrengthen bimr 
fi^lf in the provini:€ he nad ufwpeiA : he w^s therefore of 
opinion, that war ibould be pro^aimed 9^uiift bim, as ^ 
common enemy (I)- After wa^i9 debate9» w^hick lafted 
three days, Cicfroj who borQ great; fway in tbc feuate, 
prevailed upon the Qo»jfcripit fal^^s to pa& a decree, com* 
manding Antony to riikUe the fiege of Motiaa inAmtlyi tK> 
qui( the province of CifalpiM &ftfd» and eaarching hij^ 
trodpa ovec the BLubieoni wbigb p&r*ed Qaul from Italy, to, 
wmt on the bwks of th^ river fw larther commmids fron^ 
the &nal^ All th^ injiin^tiMs ho wt% cofusmuided tq 
fulfil, upon pain of being deckred an enemy to bis coun* 
try. ^u AntO0y, wbobad a nuwerotte amiy under hta 
commands and could o^ porfuitfte himfclf that 0£lavianu^ 
would employ his foroes ag^nft himi in favour i>f one of 
the confpirators, paid no manmrr of relpcft either to the 
deputies of the fenate, who were fent to acquaint bio^ 
wiCh the decree, or to the decree itfelfc For this contu- 
macy Antony wai, at thic motic»i of Cicero, declared an 
enfmy to his eountry; wkifee the two confuls were or- 
dered to raife troops, a»^ anarch to the relief of Brutus, 
who was clofely befieged in Mutiiu. At the fame time, 
(Xtavianus was pommanded by the fenate to Join hia forces 
to thofe of the confuls, and to aft in concert with them 
ligaind the common eoemy : he was invef^^ed with a power 
^qual to t^iat of the confuls ; and |t was decreed, that the 
yeterans, who ferved under him, fhou}d be r^arded with 



. (I) His fppech was filled 
with bitter invediires againft 
Antony, at>d the hi j;beft com- 
mendations of 06lav4anuf j 
^hich feem to confirm the opi- 
nio)! pi BFi|tu$^ tl^t Cicer<Q 



did not, ip fiding with young 
Cseiiar, intend to deliver hi^ 
country from tyranny, but to 
procure a boui^tiful m^Her tq 
^imfelflj 

lands. 
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Htti^y as foon a^tbc war was ended, befide^ an exemption 
from all furiirc femce •, 

White ttte two cQnfals were raifing troops, news were Yr, of PI.* 
brought to Rbtnfi of the death of C. Treboniiis, who, by a aju • 
decree <rf the fenatc, had been fent into Afia in quality pf ^^^^ ^^^' 
proconfoL The manner of his death is thus related byCi- ^ q\ij 
cerd : Dplabdla having obtained the government of Syria, ' 
repaired tftkher ; but on bi^ a^rrival found Trebonius in pof- c. T«A». 
feflion of fcvrral cxtiee, which he had feized a^ Ixeujtepant musmur* 
to Brutus, who had been lirft appointed governor of that ^""'^ ^ 
province. A3 Dolabella was not in a condition to difpoflcft ^^i^^lf 
him by force of the places be held, he invited him to an in- '* ^ 
tervicw, in which it was agreed that they fhould abftain 
from boftilities and live in amity and friendfhip; for Dola^ 
beUa pretended now, as formerly, to be in his heart a 
friend and well-wifter to Brutus and bis followers. Trebo- 
nins relying on the promifes of Dolabella, contiiiHed quietly 
at Smyrna, as in the moft peaceable times \ but hi$ trea^ 
cherous rivAl fikrprifed tbe city iii the night, and haying 
taken Trebonius prilpner, delivered him up to Samiarins^ ^ 
lS.oman ciile ; wno, after having made him fuffer the ihoft 
exquifite torments which fage andpnielty could invent, caus- 
ed Ms bead to be cut dfiP, and IJf is body jto be dragged througb 
the ilreets of Smyrna, aUd then thrown into the fea. His 
head was carried on the point of a fpear through the city, 
and afterwards placed oppofitc to the tribunal, where ne 
ufed to adminirfer juftice. From thence it was taken down 
by the foldiers, who being incenfed againft Trebonius, a& 
one of the afiaf&ns of (Tasfar, treated his remains with 
"the greateft indignities " (K), Thus was Trebonius facrificed 
to the manes oftladan He was one of the dictator's chief 
favourites, and bad been raifed by him to the confulate forthe 
three laft months of the year 708; He had been, two yeara 
before^ trufted with the government of Hither Spain^ 
whitbe? he bad been fent to ftop the progrefe of the fons of 
Pompey ; and ferved the dictator with great fidelity, till he 
began openly to afpire at the fovereign power. 

When the news of his death, and foon after the remains 
of his mangled body, were brought to Rome, the fenate^ 
highly provoked at the cruelty and treachery of Dolabella^ 

» de. Phittppic. v« U Epift. ad Brvtum 15. liv. lib. cxYiii. 
Veil. Patercul. Ub. ii. cap. ai. Suet, in 06hivio. Pint, in AntODio. 
Appiaa. lib. lis. p. 359, 340. Pio, lib. xlvi. pi. 310. • pc» 

Philippica xi. 



(K) Appiau, Dio Caffius, this affiur i|i a diferent inaiH 
f^id Y^l^^iug Paterculqi, relate ner, 
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PclabfUa declared him, at the motion of Cicero, a rebels and enem^'^ 
' declared an to his country. At the fame time they decreed, ths^t Brut U9 
tnemy to fliould have the government of Macedon and Illyricum, and 
^// c(>»n rjf ^^ command of the forces in tbofe provinces ; that he might' 
make ufe of the fleet which Ap^leiuQ had, by Caefar's or- 
ders, prepared, together with all the provifions,^ military, 
ftores, and money, to the amount of feven thoufand talents^ 
which C2efar had lodged in the city of Demetrias, and de-- 
figned for his Parthian e^cpeditioH; that Caflius fliould take 
ppon him the governnient of Syria, and the charge of mak- 
. ing war upon Dolabella, in order to revenge the death of 

Trebonius; andlaftly, that all governors and commanders 
of forces belonging to the republic fliould receive orders 
from thefe two generals "» 
4nto7ij en- Antony, informed of the extraordinary ftep taken by the 
dea-voursto {j-nate, fei^ed this opportunity to raife fufpicions and jea^ 
^^tn mr- loufjes in the minds of the conful Hirtius and young 0£l:a'« 
Oaavia- ^i^^^s againfl: the confcript fathers. He wrote a letter to. 
^uif them in common, reminding them of the favours they had 

received at the diftator'^ bapds, upbraiding them with inn 
gratitude, forbafely betraying the caufe of their benefa£lor 
to embrace that of bis murderers, and difcbring the fecre| 
defigris of the fenate, whicb were to niake them the inftru- 
ments of each gther's ruin. Thefe remonfl:rances made ^ 
deep impreflipn on Q^^avianu?, and inclined bi«^ tq a re- 
conciliation with his rival ; but as be apprehended, that if 
be joined Antony, that general would pretend to be theac<« 
Jcnowleged head'of the party, he flill purfued his former 
ftieafures, which were to court the favour of the fenate till 
he fliould have efFpfted jhe ruin of fo powerful and formid- 
able a rival. Purfuant to this fcheme, he not only pretended 
to be unacquainted with the private views of the confcript 
fathers, but to give proof of his deference to the confuls, 
furrendered to Hirtius the legion of Marg, and the fourth^ 
which had quitted Antony's party, and which) by a fecret 
prder fron^ the fenate, he was required to deliver to theconfuL 
JJtrthj^nd He moreover joined the remainder of his forces to thpfe 
pdla'via- of Hirtius, and marched with hirn into Cifalpine Gaul to 
Vo\Z^riief ^^^ relief pf becimtfs Brutus, while Panfa, the other conful, 
i/Z). Sru- continued in Italy to make frefli levies. Hirtius and 0£la- 
f^s. * yiaiius took l3ononia"and feveral other cities which Antony 
bad feizqd, apd tb^r^ advancing to tbe, neighbourhood of 
Mutina, pncamped at a fmall diftance from Antony's lines, 
^ith a defign to cut off his communication with the neigh-. 

P pic. ^d Familiar, lib. xii. epift. 7. & Philippic, xi. Veil. Patcrcul. 
]jb. i). cap. 69, Appian. Hb. '\i\» p. 5^2, & lib. iv* p. 614. Dio, lib. 
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bburing country^ and force him, for want of provifions, to* Fentldius 
•raife the fiege. In the mean time P. Ventidius, a foldier ^^J^' 
of fortune, who had fcrvcd under Caefar, and was a parti- ^^^JV^ 
cular friend to Antony^ quitting Ronie, where Cicero go-' J*^^ 
verned with an abfolute fway, vifited all the colonies which 
Caefar had lately eftablifhed in Italy < as he was well Icnown 
for his valour, and greatly beloved by the foldiery, he raifed 
in a ihort time two^ legions, confiding of veterans, with a 
defign to join Antony. But firft he directed fome of them 
to enter Home privatdy^ and feizc upon Cicero, who was 
daily inveighing againfl Antony, and employed in railing 
money, at the expence of Antony's friends, to pay the troops 
of 0£iavianus andlhe confuls. The orator, having timely 
notice of his defign, abandoned the city with feveral other 
fenators, and concealed himfeif in the country. Ventidius 
finding his defign had taken air, marched haftily towards 
Mutina ; bat all the pafles being feized by Hirtius and Oc- 
tavianus, he was obliged to retire into Ficenum, where he 
raifed another legion, keeping his troops in readinefs to 
march on the firft opportunity that fliould ofiTer of ferving' 
his friend and party '. 

In the mean time Panfa^ having raifed four legions inpanfafitt 
Rome, left the city, and taking his route towards Cifalpine out for Cif* 
Gaul> arrived at Bononia* As the country between that city ^^/'^ 
and Mutina was full of woods and marfhes, Hirtius and 
0£tavianus, upon the news of his approach, detached the 
legion of Mars, which confifted wholly of veterans, with 
tbeir guards, or praetorian cohorts, under the command of 
Carfuleius, to cover his march. On the other hand Antony 
fent out, in the night-time, his two beft legions, the fecond 
and thirty-third, with orders to conceal themfelves among 
the ruflies of a large morafs, which lay on each fide of the 
^milian way, through which the conful Panfa was to 
march. Carfuleius joined the confular army with his de- 
tachment before they reached the morafs, and was march- 
ing in the van at the head of the legion of Mars, and the 
guards of Hirtius and 0£tavianus, when, upon entering the 
caufeway, which led acrofs the marih, he obferved fome 
armed men lying among the ruihes. Neverthelefs he ad- 
vanced boldly ; but had not proceeded far before he faw 
bimicif invefted by Antony's two legions, who, ftarting 
up frqm among the reeds and ruihes, fell upon him with 
great fury. At the fame time Antony appeared in perfon ji„io„y ^f^ 
at the head of his cavalry in the neighbouring plain. The tacks th§ 

(onful Panfa, heading two of his legions, |)ai|ened to the fonfid 

Panfa^ 

f ^jppiap. QiO| yt\\, P|t^r(ul. ibid, Cic» Philippic* xi. 

^fliftanc^ 
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;^<laiice of the legiofk of Mani» "rfakh was engagcif ^rkh 
two of Antony's legions \ but l:hefe brave yeteratns inofufing 
to admit the Gonfu^s raw asd nnditdpliiied levies into their 
riink^, for fear tbey {bontld rather iitcamber than relieve 
theory the conful^ paffing the roorafs, marcbed in goo^l 
Qrder into the plain^ to prevent Antony from aififting h}» le^ 
gions and guarda oti the eaufeway^ wberc both parties 
fought with uncqtnmon fury* 

. Antony's two legH)Ds were determined to fevenge tfeem^ 
felvcs on the Martiaa l^M for btttng. abandoned their 

garty v and i)he Maf tian J^Bgiioa was .refolded to maintain that 
onoor and reputatieA^wbteh diey hadgmied in many bat- 
ties under Caefar. Tbii» the engt^smcnt became a quarrel 
between the fqldiers ; and nei^er did'tioops fight with more 
r^age and emut^tipn* A^.lhetf numbers were pretty eqnaly 
Aiiuony*s two leg^fia being fupported by bis guardsy and' 
th^ Martiaii tegiofi by Ijir^iu^ and OAavianss^ the battle 
lailed from monuqg tQi»ght» witbiiot ao^ confi^ferable ad^ 
Taatage on either fide. 0£bivianaa*s gdaiids were al^ipoft 
cut in pieces^ bitttbofe ef Uirtitts^ afitef bafing nvadea 
dreadful daughter of the enemy, obliged Antonyms feeond 
)egion to give grcHi^s but tHey retteaied in goi^ ortkr* 
^he Martian kgipn and Anton/s thirty-tbird fongbt the 
. whole dayir driving e^et^otber itt their tuiw frotiktbecaiiife* 
way inta the nu)rafs, tiU Ciarfttkius dbrew off his men ni^ 
reli^yjs the confol Panfi^, .wb6 was. engaged with Antoncy itv 
the plain, and hemmed in by bis cavalry. But as thefe )e- 
giQn;iiics were much (aligned after fo tong and obftinate an 
engagement, before they reached the pl^n the conful wa^ 
mortally wounded^ and. bts troops were pvl to flight* Tbr-**^ 

auatus, quseftor of the eonfoiai army, had, dwing the bat^ 
e, formed a kind of canup, to ferve ^s an afylum feif his 
party, in cafe of any miafortune. Thither the conform le^ 
gtans retired, carrying. with them their geneva^, whow^& 
pierced through the body with a jarelin. Antony purfuedf 
thepfi, not doubting that he ihould eafdy force their iiin 
trenchments^ which were not yet completed; but the cotl- 
fular legions, though eonfiftiag of raw foldiers, who had 
been juft defeated m the pfoin, made fo vigorous a relift^ 
ance, that Antpffy, fearing Hirtius might attack him in the 
mean time, thought it adyifeabie to content himfelf with 
the advantage he bod gained, an4 return to his camp before 
Mutinat 

While his troops were marching back in dtforder, Hirtius 
uneiipeOedly af)peared at the head of twenty chofen co* 
horts, and falling upon them before they could form their 
ranks, cut ma^y in pie^fes. However, thofe vetcraqs, tired 

aa 
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N they vefCf mtie n vigorous re6ft>iice» and being eftoov- 
raged bf the extfinple of their g«i|iera}, who eminently dil!^ 
tingMtfted himffsU on diis occafion, fteod their grouad a 
conficterable lime^ but were at: laft entirely de&axed, znA buHsde^ 
forced to fave tbemfelvea by flight crofe the marfbca on each f^f^^^ ^J 
fide the JEmilian Way. Hirtius» who in this adion dif- ilLf^'/ffi^^ 
cbargied tho duty of an experienced general) and a valiant //]j, 
foidier, ;would not fufier his xn^n to purfue the fttgiima» 
for fear of an amhu£cade> it being already dark, and tho 
country full of. wooda and inar&es. Antony pafled a mc* 
lancholy night with part of his forces in a fmall. village 
called Fqrqm GaUor«mf at prefent Caftel Franco, whence 
be returned greatly d(je£ied to his camp before Mutina. His' 
cavalry rallied in the dark, and taking up their wounded 
behind theoi* reached their camp by mid(nigbt» being quite 
exhauAed with tbn fvligue of two battles, and a march o$ 
fixty furloig^, through woods and marfiies. The lofs on 
both fides was ff elty eqtt^l : in t-be firft battle O&avianus'a 
giuarda^ with a. goeat number of Panfa's legionaries, were 
cut iti pieces ) but in the fecoad Hirtius loA only a fmall 
number of pieui whereas the flaughter of the enemy was 
very gipeat % 

After the batible both armies returned to their refpe£kivc ^^^ ^^/^ 
camps in the neighhoMrhood of Mutina. Antony lefolved ^/ ^«^*»«» 
only to defend his ltnes» and in the mean time carry on the 
fiege witfa.vi^uct On the other hand, Hirdus and 0£)a-* 
vianus, fearing the place, if not relieved* might fooo be 
obliged to capitulate, veere determined to hazard another 
engagement ; but as Antony kept clofe within his lines, the 
two generals refolved to make a bold attempt, in order to 
relieve the inveAed city. Accordingly, leaving a fufBcient 
number of forces to guard their campy they marched with 
the reft clofe up to AjQtony'a lines, with a defign to force 
them wbere they appeared weakeft* Antony immediately 
ordered out all his cavalry againft them i but his horfe be« 
iog routed^ after a fliarp engagement, by the enemy's le- 
gionaries, who had jpofiefledthemfelves of an eminence, he 
ordered two legions to advance, which were fo vigoroufly 
attacked by Hirtius, that they foon began to give ground, 
and retire in diforder to their intrenchments. The conful 7*^^ <;*«/«/ 
purfued his advantage, and fufFering himfelf to be carried yn^^'^ 
away by his courage and ardour, entered the lines with the ' ' ' 
fugitives^ and penetrated as far as the general's quarters, 
yrhcvc he receiv^ a ^ow which laid him dead on the 

^ Cic/ Philippic* xiv. Suet iia QStavJQt Yellt PatercuL lib. ii. 
^ap. ^x. Dio, 4PP>^^ i^i4* 

ground* 
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grcmfH. And now, by the death of one of the confttis, and 
the abfence of the other, who had been conveyed to Bo<» 
nonia after the iirft battle, in whieh he was moitatly 
wounded, Ofkavianns was left commander in chief of the 
whole army (K). Antony, weakened by thefe loiTes, and 
fearing the event of a third batt)e,lraifipd the iiege next day. 
Not being in a condition to keep the fieM, he retired to-' 
wank the Alps, and took the road to Tranfalpine GauU 
with a defign to Join Lepidns^ Plancus, and Afinius PoU'to^ 
who were in thofc provinces at the head of confiderable 
armies ^ 

Bnstus, being thu$ delivered fipom a long and trouble* 
fome iiege, was for fome time at a lo(s how to behave to 
0£lavianas, who he knew bore him an irreconcileable ha* 
trcdy notwithftanding d)e afliftance be had afforded him 
againffc Antony. By the advice of his friends, he difpatcbed 
a mefienger, inviting him to an interview on the banks of 
the Scahemnis, now the Panaro. 0£^aviantts received the 
mefienger with great cc^dnefs, but agreed to his propofal : 
this Brtttos no fooner underftood, than he caufed the 
bridges on the river, which parted the twp armies, to be 
broken down, and by a fecond meiTage required, that the 
conference might be held in the pre(Snce of their troops^ 
and with the river between them. Thefe, were ilot unfea* 
fonable precautions, it being well known that Ofkaviaaus 
had-vowed the deftra£kion of all thofe who had been con- 
cerned in the death of his father. 

O&avianus having agreed to thefe conditions, he and 
Bratus appeared on the oppofite banks of the river \ when 

' Appian. I^, ibid. Ftut. in Antonio. 



(K) According to Ibme wri- 
ters, he mifbehaved in the for- 
mer battle ; otherj affrrm^ that 
he gave on tbi» occaiton iignal 
proofs of an extraordinary coa* 
rage, and condu^^Wd the sidtion 
with alt the prudence of an ol^ 
and experienced commander: 
for at the head of fome brave 
legionaries he refcwed the body 
of the dead conful out of the 
cnemy*s hands, and one of hrs 
iiandard-bearcrs being kitled, he 
carried the eagle him I'elf, fight- 
ing like a private man in the 
fkll line ; buf, as he obferved 
tkp cottfuiar troops difcouraged 



by the death of their leader, he 
retired in good order out of the 
enemy*3 camp into the neigh- 
bouring plain, where the a£tion 
being renevKed, he gained a 
complete vidory, and ol^iged 
the enemy to iieek for ihelter be- 
hibd theiriatrenchments» Some 
afcribe the whole glory of thi$ 
adion to D. Brutus, who fallying 
out of the city, and falling upon 
the enemy's rear, while they 
were engaged with 0(^avianus, 
forced them to give ground, 
and retreat with the utmoft con-r 
fufion to their camp. 
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tlie latter thanked bkn in a very obliging manner for liia 
powerfuJ aififknce^ and acknowl^ed mmfelf indebted to 
.him for the liberty he. enjoyed, '^u) this compliment OGbn 
vianus replied| that Brutus owed him no obligations^ fince 
he had relieved Mutlnai hot f6rhis fake, but to cbaftife the 
infolence of Antony, \;trho neverthelefa might one day be- 
come his friend ; whereas he ihould ever maintain a mortal 
enmity to Brutus, a>id all thofe who had embrued their hands 
in the blood of his father. Brutys, piqued at this anfwer^ 
cbfervedt that fmce Antony was already fufficiencly bnm- 
^led, O^iavianus had no farther bujSnefs in the province o£ 
•Cifalpine Gaiil, which had been confirmed to him by a de- 
cree of the fenate, forbidding any other general to enter it 
.without his leave. O^tavianus was offended at this decla* 
ration ^ but being apprifed that Brutus was fupported by the 
fenate, bethought it advifeable to ftifle his refentment s 
and, quitting the neighbourhood of Mutina, to return to 
Bononia^ where he found the conful Vibius Panfa lying at 
the point of death. 

He no fooner heard of the arrival of 0£tavianus^ than he 
fent for him^ and tenderly embracing him, fpoke to this ef« 
fed : *' I always loved your father ; and when he was ilain, PaafU't 
I never laid afide the defire, nor the hopes of revenging his iafiad<vk^ 
death, though fome prudential reafons, to which even you ioOB^- 
have fttbmitted, have tied my hands, and kept me in the party ^^**'* 
of the fenate. My death, juil at hand, deprives me of that 
comfort : however, before I etpire, I will at leaft acquit 
myfelf towards the fon of what I was indebted to the father. 
Know then, that thd fenate both hates and fufpe£ls yoti ; 
nothing has pleafed them more than to fee you at variance 
with Antony ; and they flatter themfelves with the hopes of 
finding you become the initruments of each other's ruin : 
if they have declared for you, it was only becaufe they 
thought you the leaft formidable. Thefe views they have 
confefled more than once to Hirtius and to me. The friend- 
(hip with which Q-xhv once honoured me, obliges me to 
give fuch advice as I would follow on the like occafion* 
Compromife your diiFerenee with Antony ; for you have no 
other means of faving your life, and advancing your for- 
tune. My defijgn was not, as the fenate believed, to de- 
ftroy Antony, but compel him to be reconciled with you, 
and afterwards to join our armies,, and in conjunftion pur- 
fue the murderers of our common benefaftor. I return your 
two legions, and would willingly furrender to you the reft 
of the army ; but they do not entirely depend upon me : 
the commanders are raoft of them the fpies of the fenate, 
who have private orders, to obfcrve your conduft. Suffer 
f • " mc^ 
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tie komoA'-tliJimy: 



Pan/a din ^^i therefore, to put tbem^itito the hand« of Tdrquatti^«^ 



of his 
^uounds. 



*rke bodies 
•/ the con' 



The words of the dying oonful made a deep impreffion oti 
•the mind of O^lavianuSy and produced at length the famous 
triumvirate * (L). , 

The fenate, opou the newi of the advttitagefi^ gained over 
Antony by the generals of the republic^ decreed fifty days 
fuppHcations to return thanks to the gods for the fuccefsof 
the campaign. By the fame decree large fums were brder-^ 
ed to be paid out of the public treafury to fuch of the Vic-^ 
4oriou8 legionaries as remained alive, and to the widbws and 
heirs of thofe who had died in the battle^ or fince of their 
wounds. The bodies of the two confuls were, by an order 
from the fenate, conveyed to Rome, and with magnificendcf 
/mis earned ^^^crrcd in the Campus Martius, at the expence of the pub^ 
^Z'r. iic i >« honour which hsid been hitherto granted to none 
red with but the moft eminent perfonages of the republic ^ 
famp. The confcript fathers, conceiving Antony to be ttterly 

rtiined, began to flight Odiavianus, for whom they believed 
they (hould have no farther occafion. He demanded a trU 
umph, which was refufed, and granted to Decimus Brutus^ 
though 0£tavianus had at leaft as juft a claim to that ho* 
nour as Brutus. Cicero was for grantii^g him an ovatioti| 
but could not, with all his eloquence, prevail upon the fe- 
TAe finatt nate to confer on him even that mark of diftinfHon. They 
difsn/fOc" heaped all fort« of honours on Decimus ; atkl ordered Tor* 
tavtanust quatus to deliver him the troops which the conful Panfa had 
commanded : they appointed him commander of all the 
forces in Cifalpinc Gaul, charging him, without even men^ 
tioning 0£l:avianii3, to purfue Antony, and treat him as a 
public enemy. All the temples of Rome were opened, and 
public prayers appointed for the fuccefs of his arms : as th^ 
£ege of Mutina had been raifed on his birth-day, the fenatd 
decreed, that it ihould be fox ever deemed a lucky day, and 
as fuch marked in the fafti. At the fame time the confcripf 
fathers, to nK>rtify O&avlanus, commanded, that a ftatue 
flioold be raifed at the public expence to the memory of 



' Appiao. Bell. Civil* libb 1114 . 
lib. xlvi. Su£t« in Oflavio. 

(L) Oflavianus was fu(pe£led 
df hnving murdered both the 
confuls ; Hirtius with his own 
hand in the heat of the battle, 
and Panfa after it, by cauUng 
poifon to be poured into Jiis 
wound by Glyco» his phyfieiao. 
It is certain Glyto was feised* 



t BratQS ad €ic. epxft 6. £Ho^ 

and even condemned to the tor-* 
ture, but faved by the credit 
of his mailer 06tavianus. De- 
cimus Brutus indeed wrote to 
Cicero in behalf of the i^hyfi* 
cian, whom he feems to have 
thought incapable of fo black a 
crime. 

Fontiu9 
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'^ontitts Aqaihi pae o£ the eoti^jtors, who had been kill- 
ed in the battle of MuUsa ; and that ail the charges he bad 
been at^ and tl^.lofies he bad fuftafmed during the war^ 
ihould be reilored t^ his heii^ out.t>f the public treafore. 

So many marlis of diAin^^ion heajied upon the confpira* 
tors left OAayiBiius no roonsi to doubt of the difpofition of 
tbeienate. From, that moment he refolded to follow the «io^r#- 
iaftiadvtce of Panra» and to be recoiKiled to Anton;j(: with fiivej /• U 
this view he fent back to him a great number of officers, who '"'^^•^'^^ 
had been tak^n prifoners in the laft battle, and among the '* -«*^*V 
reA Decius, one of Antony's moft intimate friends, after 
having, in ambiguous words, figntiied his intention. Ven^^ 
tidius, as we faiif e obfenred before, had raifed three legioni 
for Antony, and was attempting to join him after the'jattl^ 
of Mutina. Oiiiavianus overtook and furprifed him with a 
fuperior force, and might eafily have defeated him ; but he 
fuffered him to efcape,afEer having had a private conference 
with faim, wherein he charged him to tell Antony in his 
name, that he a<Sbed as if be was ignorant of his true inter* 
eft* At the fame time he opened himfeif without referve 
to Lepidus, Pla^cus, and Annius PoUio, all ol<^ officers of 
the dilator, with whom he had always maintained a fecret 
corre^ndence. He afiiifed them that the fenate, entirely 
deiroted to the afTaffins of his father, were refolved to de« 
ftroy kirn 1 that they ought not tf expe£l a more favouraUe 
treatment ; that their common enemies ftudied only how to 
divide, in order to crulh them the more eafiiy one after an- 
other ; that for their own fafety they ought to unite their 
forces, and join in maintaining ^e party* and revenging the 
death of their l^e general. He added fome complaints of 
Antony ; but in fo artful a manner, that it was eafiiy feen 
he was not averfe to a reconciliation *• 

In the mean time Antony, prefled by Brutus, endeavoured Antwty it 
to reach the Alp», with a defign to pafs thofe mountains^ ^n*^^ 
and join Lepidus, who commanded feven legions in Tranf- ^^J^^,'' 
alpine Gaul, and who, he imagined, would fupport faim, Brutus, 
in confidefation of the many kind offices he had done him , 
during his late caniulfiiip, and in the di£):ator's life-time. 
Srutua, having thus driven him out of Italy, wrote to the 
legate, that he had difperfed his anny, and that Antony 
was (kolking among the Alps, where he could not avoid 
falling into his Jiands. The fenate, overjoyed at thefe 
tidiqgSt exclaimed, that the republic had recovered its an- 
cient liberty, and appointed, as if Antony had been a£lu- 

« Cic. ad Attic, lib. i. cpift. 15. & sd Familiar, lib, au epilt so. 
Dio, llbf xlvi, Appian. lib« iii« 

aUy 
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ally taken, ten commiffioncrs to try him. They talked cw 
repealing all the laws which had been enafted by him during 
bis confuifliip, and even Including in this repeal all the or- 
dinances of the diOiator, in order to fettle the common* 
Hiseffeas wealth on its ancieiit foundation. At the motion of Cicero 
tvtjifcated, a decree immediately pafTed, confifcating all Antony's ef- 
fe£l:s, and thofe of his friends and adherents, with terrible 
menaces againft fuch as flioUld conceal any part of his eftate. 
While Cicero, at the head of the fenate, thus vented his 
rage againft Antony, that general was ftruggling among 
the Alps with all the hardfliips and miferies that can be 
imagined. Brutus having obliged him to quit Italy, he at- 
tempted to pafs thofe mountains without his baggage j and 
Keducedto the n^^ceffary provifions for fo long and painful a march : 
^nat diffi* bis followers were forced to feed firft upon the flefli of their 
€ulHesift jjorfes, and afterwards upon fuch wild fruits and roots a» 
^£s^ ' *^^y cow^d ^^^ ^" ^^2t mountainous country, and which no 
man had ever tafted before ; they were at laft fo pinched 
with hunger, that they devoured the bark of trees. Plu- 
tarch tells us, that in this extremity, Antony, though ac- 
^ cuftomed to luxury and eafe, exhibited an example of pa- 
tience to the whole army, and that in misfortune he could 
not be eafily diftinguifhed from a virtuous man. He fuf- 
fered all hardfliips with the conftancy of a hero, and 
adopted fuch a fyftem of condu£);, that no one could have 
expected from a man wholly addifted to pleafure. After* 
all, he muft have periflied with his whole army, if Culeo, 
one of the lieutenants of Lepidus, who guarded the pafles, 
Enfers kad performed his duty : but the venal commander fufFered 
CauL himfelf to be bribed by Antony, and for a fum of money 
granted him a free paflage. 

Antony no fooner entered Gaul than he wrote to Lifpi- 
dus, Piancus, and Afinius Pollio, on the fubjeft of their 
ancient friendfliip, and exhorting them to join him againfl: 
the murderers of Caefar, their common enemies. Lepidus 
was furprifed at his arrival, and at a lofs how to behave in 
fo critical a conjuncture. He was a man of an illuftrious 
family, but of a narrow mind, though unbounded ambition. 
He was afraid, that if he joined Antony, who was beloved 
fay the troops, he might get the afcendant, and fcarce leave 
Lepidus him the rank of a lieutenant in his own army. Upon this 
ri/uffi to confideration alone he rejefted Antony's propofals : for 
join hm, ^^qq the fenate had declared that general an enemy to his- 
country, he could not join him without drawing upon him- 
felf a decree of the fame nature ; but he aflured him at the 
fame time that, whatever orders he received from the fe- 
nate, he would carefully avoid coming to an engagement. 
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^T hiolefting him. AGnius Pollioy on the coniranf^ no 
fooner received Antony's letter, than he aflured him^ that 
he ihould find him dways ready to concur in all bia mea^ 
fures ; for he had been ont of Csefar's particular friends, 
and bore an irreconcileable hatred to all thofe who had 
been concerned in his death. Flaneur maintained a fecret 
Jhtelligence with both parties, and carefully avoided de- 
claring himfelf opeiijiy for either fide^ till he faw which was 
likely to prevail.. 

Aiitbny marched tip to the army of Lepidud, in the j„tdny en* 
heighbourhood of which he inarked out his camp, but with- cdmpsntat 
but fortifying it, as if they had been of the fame party and Uptdus. 
intereft; He feiit immediately fome of his officers to him 
with a meiTage, conjuring him, by Caefar's memory, to con- 
l:ur with him in revenging the death of their common be- 
nefa£lor : but Marcus Juvemius Lateren(is» one of Lepidus^s 
tooft intimate friends, and in his heart a zealous republican, 
laboured to difiuade him from joining Antdny. To con- 
ceal his attachment to the party of the confpirators, he art^^ 
fully reprefented to Lepidus, that having feven legions un^ 
det his command, he Was otie df the nloft powerful gene- 
hils of the republic, ahd would ht of great weight, what 
fide foever he chofe ) but that, if he joined Antony, he 
would be obliged to fubmit to the djuthdrity of fo haught]r 
Und imperious a commander, and ^^ould make but a very 
{K>or figure. By this fuggeftidn the zealous republican 
ftrove to prevent a conjundion which he was convinced 
txrould prove fatal to his country. Antony, who faw his 
ruin unavoidable, if Lepidus fhould be at length prevailed ' 
upon to aSb in concert with DecimuS Brutus, refolved to 
put his 'fortune on a defperate hazard. . ' ^ 

His haiir was long and difordered, nor had he fhaved his £pt^fs ig. 
beard fince his late defeat* In this condition, and with a ^'^«^'{ 
tnouming mantle flung over him, he went boldly into the '^^^frnint 
camp of Lepidus, and there harangued the foldiers, who habit, and 
had all ferved with him under Caefar. They were greatly moifes the 
inoved at his habit, and more at his fpeech; and Lepidus P^^Jjf ^^* 
dbferving their emotion, ordered the trumpets to found, f^^^^^^* 
that be might be heard no longer* This expedient did not 
prevent the compaffion of the foldiery, who fecfetly fent 
Clodius and Lselius difguifed in women's cloaths, advifing 
Antony to attaii^ Lepidus, and afTuring him^ that the 
greater part were difpofed to receive him with open arms, 
»nd even to difp&tch Lepidus, if he thought it lieceflary. 
Antony would not fufier any violence to be offered to Lepi* 
dus ; but early, next morning, putting hi« troops an motion, 
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he pafTed the river Argenteus (M), which divided the t^f^r 
armies. The foldiers of Lepidus no fooner faw him thaii 
they ran to receive him, and began to beat down the works, 
and level the ramparts. Antony entered the camp amidft 
the acclamations of the foldiery,,and marched immediately 
to the general's quarters, whom he found afleep. We may 
<:a(ily conceive the furprize of Lepidus at fight of Antony, 
no longer in the attire of a fuppliant, but furrounded by 
his guards, and attended by his own officers, and thofe of 
Lepidus^ He leaped out of his bed in the utmofl: corifter- 
nation, and throwing himfelf at Antony's feet, offered him 
the; command of the army. Antony, though abfolute maf- 
ter of the perfon and army of Lepidus, tenderly embraced 
him, giving him the name of father, and even left him the 
title, and all the badges of a general, though he alone per- 
formed the functions of that office. Juventius Laterenfis' 
was fo touched with the misfortunes which he forefaw this 
4fatal conjuh£tion would bring upon his country, that while 
the geperals were embracing each other, he killed himfelf 
•with his own fword ^. 

Afiaius PoUio, who was encamped at a fmall diftance 
from Lepidus, followed his example, and joined Antony. 
Munatius Plancus, who had been hitherto wavering, and 
doubtful which fide to take, thought it now high time to 
declare himfelf : accordingly leaving his camp at the con*- 
£ux of the Rhone and the Saone, where he had been trufted 
by the fenate with the charge of founding a colony (N), he 
led all the troops under his command to Antony, who was 
about the fame time joined by Veritidius, at the head of 
three legions. So that he, who a little before had fled be- 
fc^re Brutus, and abandoned Italy, found himfelf now in a 
condition to return thither with twenty-three legions, and 
above ten thoufand horfe. 

While this revolution, in the affairs of x^ntony, happen* 
cd in Gaul, Oftavianus continued at Bononia with the 
fourth legion, that of Mars, and fome others, which had 
^ remained with him after the battle of Mutina. As the fenate 
had committed the whole management of the war againit 
Antony to Decimus Brutus, he concluded from thence, that 

V Appian. lib. iii. YelL Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 63. 
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.th6 confcript fathers intended to reduce him to the ftattf of 
a private citizen : to defend himfelf from this blow, he re- 
folved to Hand for the confulate, which office was become 
vacant by the death of Hirtius and Panfa ; but as he was OBamAm 
aware of the difficulties he fhould rtect with in the purfuit '^isifisCh' 
of that dignity from the fenators, who were for the moft '/^f* ^*" 
part attached to the caufc of Brutus and CaiHus, he applied Itt'th^c^m-^ 
himfelf to Cicero, with whofe vanity and ambition be was fulai9\ 
well acquainted ; and wrote a letter, difcovering his defign 
to that orator as to a bofom-friend, telling him, that he wad 
Very defirous of having him for his colleague in the con- 
fulate, in order to be inftruded by fo great a maftcr in the 
rules and maxims that are requifite for the government of 
the commonwealth ; that, for his part, he only defired the 
name oi conful to make him amends for the lofs of a 
triumph, which he thought his due ; but that all the power 
and authority fliould be left to Cicero. Thus cajoled by the 
artful flatteries of a raw youth, the old orator propofed in 
the fenate the deration of OcSavianus to the confular dig- 
nity, as the only means of preventing him from being re- 
conciled with Antony. He added, that as Od^avianus was 
very young, the fathers ought to appoint him fuch a col- 
league, as by his age and prudence might be capable of 
dire£ling his conduft. The fenators perceiving that he 
pointed out himfelf as the moft proper perfon to be cbofen 
for Octavianus's colleague, could not help laughing aloud; 
and it was no fmall mortification to Cicero to fee his vanity 
at the fame time both expofed and difappointed ; for all the hut h difm. 
relations and adherents of the confpirators cried out with ^pp^inud^ 
one voice, that to put Caefar*s fon at the head of the repub- 
lic, was a meafure that would utterly deftroy the common- 
wealth *. 

0£lavianus, finding he could obtain nothing of the fenate QSavia^ 
by Cicero^s 'means, refolved to defer no longer his reconci- "^'^ « »•'• 
liation with Antony. He forthwith invited him back into ^^^^^ '* 
Italy, exhorting him to forget all private injuries, and con- ^"'^» - 
cur with him in humbling their common enemies. Antony, 
pleafed to find 0£lavianu8 fo earned for a reconci liation» 
readily confented, and began his march towards Italy, to 
put the fini(hing ftroke to their accommodation. He led 
with him feventeen legions, and a thoufand horfe, having . 
left fix legions in Gaul under the command of Varius, one 
of his bottle-companions, who was nick-named ^otylon^ 
which fignifies a bottle. 

r 

« Appian. Dio, ijbid. ^ 
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News of the jun^ion of Antony and' Lepidus reachin'g 
Rome, filled the city with confterpation. The fenate im-' 
mediately afiembled, and declared Lepidus an enemy to 
his country, and denouncing the fame cenfure on the le- 
gionaries of his army, who fhould not abandon him, and ' 
return to their duty before the calends of September. The 
ftatue of Lepidus waa, by order of the ienate, thrown 
down, and that of Juventius Laterends raifed in its room. 
As the fenate was entirely ignorant of the' reconciliation 
between Odavianus and Antony, and the private treaty 
which by this time was concluded between them and Le^ 
pidas« they had recourfe to 0£bivianus, and committed to 
him, in conjunction with Decimus Brutus, the manage- 
ment of the war againfl Antony and Lepidus. 0£lavianu9^ 
artfully returned the fenate thanks for the honour they 
had been pleafed to confer upon him, and began to rai(e 
troops, and make the necefiary preparations for renewing 
the war. 

When he faw himfelf again at the head of an army, he 
threw off the malk. Affembling his foldiers, he told them, 
that the fole view of the fenate was to deftroy all his fa- 
ther's friends, by fowing divifions among them^ and arm- 
ing them againfl each other ; but that he, well apprifed of 
their wicked defigns, had entered into a confederacy with 
Antony and Lepidus, as the only means of procuring fafety 
for themfelves, and for fo many brave men who had efpouf- 
ed their caufe : ^^ Do you believe (faid he) that thofe who 
have murdered my father, will fpare my life or your's, if 
their party (hould prevail ? and prevail they muft, if we are 
divided among ourfelves. What fecurky can you have for 
thofe houfes, lands, and inheritances, which my father al- 
lotted you, if thofe men get into power, who approve of his 
death, and are for annulling all his ordinances ? You know 
I am not ambitious; for you have feen me refufe the prse- 
toriliip, which yourfelves offered me; but now I mull in- 
treat you, not for my own fake, but for your's,^ to concur 
with your votes and interefl in raifing me to the confulate* 
I (hall be in a condition, when vefled with that dignity, to 
iecure to you the pofTef&on of thofe benefices which my 
father beftowed upon you, and at the fame time to revenge 
his death with the deflrudlion of thofe who endeavoiu: to 
deftroy us.*' 

Th^ foldiers received this propofal with great joy, and 
immediately appointed deputies to go to Rome, aiul demand 
tjic confuipiip for their general, in the name of the legions. 
The fenate received the depinties with great civility ; but re- 

fufedi 
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liifed to conipif with their requeft^ alleging the yontb of 
Oflavianufi, \pho had not yet attained the age which the 
-laws reqaired in aconful. The deputies, who had been 
previoufly well inftni^led, brought feveral iiiftances of per- 
fons who had been raifed to the confular dignity without 
any regard to their age, fuch as Rullus, Decius, Corvinus, 
the two Scipios> Fompey^ and Dol^bella^ which laft had 
ix;en but very lately honoured with the confulatc^ though 
nearly of the fame age with 0£bvianus^ Thefe precedents 
'were of no weight with the fathers ; they therefore, without' 
rafting any reflexions on 0£tavianu8» or declaring their real 
motives, endeavoured, under divers pretences, to elude the 
requeft of the legionaries ; when one of thofe armed am*> 
-bafladors, named Cornelius, laying his hand on his fword, 
** If you will not make him conful (faid he) this (hall.*' ' 
Having thus fpoken, he left the fenate with bis companionsy ' 

and they returned to give their general an account of the 
failure of their negotiation. 

The foldiers, pYovoked at this refufal, prefled O^iaviantw 
to lead them to Rome, faying that he, as heir to Csefar^ 
had a right to difpofe of the confulate. The ambitious youth oaitm0^ 
taldng iadvantage of the prefent difpoiition of the foldiery, mksmmth^' 
marched immediately towards Rome with eight legiooa. ^* '•w«rA 
He pafled the Rubicon, and dividing his army into two bo- ^^^^^ 
«lies, advanced with one by long marches towards the ca- 
pital, in order to furprife his enemres, while the other fol- 
lowed at leifure. The unexpefted news of Oftavianus'jS 
approach filled the city with dread and confufion« Several .^ > -« : 
fenators, among the reft Cicero, withdrew into the couriry : 
thofe who remained, aifembled in haile, and came to the 
following refolutions : that the money, which the fenate ItfCehfimu 
had promi^d to the two legion8,the fourth, and that of Mars, ^^^^ h 
fliould be immediately fcnt to them j that the fame fum ^fi*^^* 
(bouldbe promifcd in the name of the republic to the other 
legions under the command of Oftavi^nus; and thaif he^ 
though abfent, ihould be allowed to ftand for the confulate* 
Deputies were immediately difpatched to acquaint him with 
thefe refolutions^ They were fcarce gone, when the fa- 
thers, reflefting coolly on their behaviour, began to be 
aihamed of their pufillanimity in thus fubmitting to a boy^ 
and giving way to the infolence of the foldiery* At the 
fame time two legions, who had been in Africa^ arrived. at 
the gates of Rome. Thefe the fenate looked upon as a re- 
inforcement fent them by the gods, and refolved with them^ 
and a legion which Vibius Fanfa had pofted to g'aard the 
city, to put themfelves in a pofture of defence. ' Two prse* 
tors, Quintus Gailius LupercuS) and Marcus CornutuSji had 
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governed the city, and fupplied the want of confuls fine© 
the death of Hirtius and Panfa. The former was inclined 
to the party of O^tavianus, and therefore continxied inac- 
tive j but the latter, who was a zealots republican, and an 
avowed friend to Brutus and his followers, left nothing un- 
tried to encourage the .fathers, and infpire them with refo- 
lutions becoming the rank they held in the republic. He 
commanded all the citizens, who were fit to bear arms, to 
appear on the ramparts, placed guards in all the avenues to 
the city, and detached a good number of cohorts to garrifon 
the Janiculum, whither the public money had been con» 
jveyed. 

in the mean time Ociavianus approached, and pofting 
himfelf on the Qu^irinal, then without the walls, fent emii^ 
faries into the city, afTuring the people, that their lives and 
eftates were fafe. Thus encouraged, they flocked out in 
. . crowds to behold their friends and relations, who ferved un- 
R9m§ with derO£lavianus, carrying them refrelhments, and freely con»p 
hud ^eela- verfing with them. Many of the fenators, and the chief 
.matiott^. nobility, went forth to pay their compliments to the young 
general, who, finding the people generally inclined tp fa- 
vour him, entered the city next day amidft the loud accla* 
mations of the multitude. He was met by his mother and 
fifterSy who had concealed themfelves among the Veftalst 
and acco)mpanied by them, and a nuraberlefs crowd to his 
houfe, whither all the nobility flocked to pay him their re- 
fpea$ (O)* 

Next day the three legions, that were in the city, joined 

, - . O^avianus, who now ordered his troops to march into 

tm t^$ atj4 Uon^e, and encamp in the field of Mars. From thence he 

fent a detachment to feize on the Janiculum, and the public 

money, out of which he immediately paid two thoufand five 

hundred drachmas to each foldier under his command. The 
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(0) Cicero, who had return- 
zed to the citv upon the arrival 
0f the two African legiops, was 
one of the laft who came to pay 
}iim his refpe^ts, O^^avianu^ 
received Jiim coldly ; and when 
the orator congratulated him on 
his return to the ci^y, '* you 
are the laft of niy enemies (an- 
fwcrcd Od^aviarius with an ill- 
natured fneer) who have ho- 
noured me with a vifit.*' He 
knew, that Cicero was entirely 
)D tl^e J^itcrfiil of Srutus aad 



Cailius; and befldest he had 
been told by fome of his emifv 
faries, that the orator, in the 
fjpeech which he made to the 
fathers^ whe\i he demanded the 
cohfulate for him, had ufed a 
very ode} and equivocal expref- 
fipn : ** Egregius ifte juvenis, 
(faid he,) laudandus, honor- 
and us, & tollendus eft ;*' that is, 
♦' That brave youth ought to 
be praifed apd hoiiioured ;" but 
fls 10 the laft word, it fignifie$ 
e<]^ually to ^Jvancf^ and to cut off. 
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|>raetor Quintus Gallius fummoned the people to meet in the 
Campus Marti US) in order to proceed to the ele&ion of new 
•confuls ; while his colleague Marcus Comutus, foreieeing ^ 

the evil confequences that nuift inevitably attend the pro* 
motion of Odravianus, gave up the republic for loft, and 
fcorning to fubmit to the yoke oi his fellow-citizeo, laid 
violent hands on bimfelf. 

On the day appointed for t4)e -eleflion, 0£iayianus witb«- 
drew from the city, that the comitia might enjoy fome ap* 
pearance of liberty. When the people met, they unani- Yr. of p. 
moufiy declared 0£lavianus firft conful, and appointed a V/ru. 
Quintus Psedius, one of his relations, and a legate of the ^^^ 
dilator, for his cdleague. Upon the newsof Jiis eleflion u. 0/711. 
0£lavianus returned to the city, where, as be was facri- - 

ficing, according to cuftom, fi«, as fome fiy, twelve vul- OBanna^ 
turs are faid to have been feen, the fame number that ap* "^r^f*^'* 

E eared to the founder of Rome. Hence he concluded, tfaat ^^^'^' 
e (hould one day be invefted with the fame power and au^ 
thority as Romulus (P). We ihall now briefly relate what 

(P) This year is reckoned by tenth of the caleads ojf Odober^ 

inoft of the ancient hiilorians, But Velleius w^s .certainly mif* 

and modern chronologers, the taken, for there wanted a whole 

£rit of the long reign of OAa* month and five days to^be com- 

vianus, known afterwards by pletingof theiweatieth year of 

the name of Auguftus. How- Odavianu^' age; neither did he 

ever, iiis authority was not yet obtain the confiflate in the 

either full or peaceable, but for month of September, in which 

fome time divided with Antony he was bom, but in that of Sex- 

?nd Lepidus, and warmly dil- tilis, which was thence called 

puted by th.e republican party, Augiiflus, as is manifeft both 

both ^n the Eaft and Wefl. Livy from Suetonius (6), and the de- 

ifays, that O^avianus was but cree of the fenate, which is to 

nineteen years old, \^hen he was be feen in Macrobius ( 7 ) • Dio 

created conful (2) : but Sucto- obfervcs, that on the nine- 

nius writes more freely, that teenth of Augufl: he was made 

lie ufurpedtheconfulfhipin the conful for the firil time, and 

twentieth year of his age (3). that he died on the fame day 

Plutarch tdls us, outof Odiavi^ (8) ; and Tacitus tells us, thajt 

anus's own commentaries, that the fuperditious multitude aftei^ 

he was fcarce twenty years old, Augullus's death admired the 

when he was honoucefl with the ilrange events of his fortune, 

confular dignity (4),. He was " That the laft day of his life^ 

declared confvil, fays Velleius and the firfl of his reign, were . 

Paterculus (5), the .day before the fame (9), &:c.** 
be was twenty years old,, on thp 

(2} Liv. lib. cxix. (3) Suet. inO^lavio, cap. 16. (4) Pint. 
In Brnto. (5) Veil. Patercul.' lib. ii, (i) Suet. ibid. cap. 31, 

ij) Macrob. lib. i. Saturnal. cap. ii. (8) Dio> lib, Ivi.p- 590* 

^j Tacic. lib. i. Annah cap. 9. 
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paflcd in <the Eafi, during this period of time from the deatli 
of the di^atofi to the firftconfuUhip of OAavianusi whicl| 
he obtained in the tweiv^ieth year or his age. 

Bruttts aod Caflius having l(sft Rome to efcape the furf 
of the populacei immediately after the death of Caeifary re^ 
tired fgrft to Antium, with a defign to return to the city^ 
as foon as the rage of the unfettled multitude Ihould abate. 
But Antoiiy raifing daily ne^ dillurbanpesi they wrote to 
their friends, that fi nee it was not fafe for them to refume 
the funtlibns of their office in the city, they lyere deter- 
mined to fpend the reft of the year in Italy as private citi^ 
zens ; a refolutipn which the fenate, who favoured them 
privately, no. fooner underftood, than they committed to 
them the care of fupplying the city with corn, which Bru- 
tus was appointed to fend put of Afia^ and Caiiius out of 
Sicily r. The defign of the fenate in (:harging them with 
fuch a commiffion was, to afford theni ah opportunity of 
afiembling fleets, and privately engaging the governors of 
thofe provinces, in their caufe. In the mean time Octavia'* 
i)us arriving from Apollonia at Rome, the city began to be 
divided into two faftions, fome adhering to him, others ta 
Antony, and the legionaries, without any regard for their 
country, publicly felling themfelves to the higheft bidder. 
In confequence of thefe events, Brutus and Caflius refolved 
to pafs into Greece, and from thence into the eaftern pro- ^ 
vinces, where they hoped to gain over the numerous legions^ 
that were difperfed about thofe countries, 

Brutus, eroding Lucania, repaired to Elea, and embarked 
for Athens, where he was received with all poffible demon-* 
Itrations of efteem; and here in a few days he was joined 
by Caflius. The Athenians, who ftill retained their an- 
cient ideas of government, extolled them as heroes and pa- 
triots, and by a public decree erefted their ftatues over- 
againft thofe of Harmodius and Ariftogiton, who had, 
about five hundred years before this period, delivered thein 
country from flavery by the death of the tyrant Hipparchus. 
At Athens Brutus found Marcus, the fon of Cicero, at hii( 
ftudies, and feveral other young noblemen of Rpme, whom 
he foon brought over to his intereft. Notwithftanding 
thefe public demonftrations of hondcfr and efteem, Brutu^ 
feemed to have laid afide alj thoughts of public bufinefs, 
that he might be wholly at leifure for the ftudy of philofo-? 
phy. He lived privately with one who had been formerly 
hiafg^ert, and conftantly attended the leftures of Theom- 
hellus the Acadeniic, and Cratippus |he Peripatetic, as if 

If Appian. lib. iij. p. ^yo. Cic. ad Attic^m, lib« xv«' epiil. 9, xi, i%» 
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fie intended to pafs the remainder of his life in quiet and 
retirement ; but all the while he vrsis fecretiy making pte«t 
parations for war. - 

He Cent one of his partifans, called HeroftrateSi into Ma« 
cedon, to found the Roman troops quartered in that pro* 
yince. Heroftrates difcharged his truft with no lefs fidelity 
than addrefs ; for he either found the Macedonian troops 
ready to fide with Brutus, or dexterouily prevailed upon 
them to efpoufe his caufe. Brutiis, thus encouraged, be- Raifa 
gan to a£b openly, and raife troops in all the cities of troops mai 
Greece, whither many Romans had retired, diflatisfied P^fP^ret 
Ipirith the prefent fitnation of affairs at home ( <^). f^ '*'*'*• 

It was no fooner known that Brutus was rauing forces^ 
f han he was joined by the remains of Pompey's army, who> 
^ver fince the defeat of their general, had wandered about 
Theflaly. With thefe he obliged Cinna to deliver up five 
hundred hor£^, on their march to Dolabella in Afia ; and 
oung Cicero gained over to him an entire legion, which 
ifo defigncd to convey to Marc Antony in Italy. 

Embarking with a ftrong detachment for Demetrias, he Sti%i$ #« 
there feized a prodigious quantity of arms, which had been thimaga^ 
formerly- depofi ted in that city by Caefar for his Parthian ^J*''*^. 
expedition. Macedon was then goAmed by Hortenfius, '*»"''««'• ^ 
the (on of the famous orator, who was Cicero's rival in elo- 
quence. He declared> without hefitation, for Brutus ; and 
before the arrivsil of Caius Antonius, who was appointed 
to fucceed him, he refigned to Marcus both his province Joined if 
and his troops. Brutus, being now at the head of a pow- tjit troops 
erfol army, and mailer of Greece and Macedon, all the '''J**^- 
petty ktng^ and princes around flocked to join him, and ^* ^"^ 
ofler him their fervicc ». 

Caius, the brother of Antony, having crofied the Adria« 
dc to join Gabienus, or, as others call him, Vatinius, who 
commanded three legions in Dynrachium and ApoUonia, 
Brutus refolved to be beforehand with him. Accordingly, 
he put his troops in motion; aqd his march, though through 
rugged places, and a deep fnow, was fo expeditious, that 
he left thofe who were to bring his provifions a long way 

s Cic. lib. V. IX. X. & xii* Epift. Famil. & Philippic, xi* Plut in 
Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 66S, & feq* Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 339, 8^ 
ieq, Vdl. PatercttU lib. ii. cap. $», U feq. 

( Q^) Being informed that Afia, was to touch at Caryftus, 
fhc quaeftor Vctus Antiftius, his a city of Euboea, he went thi-? 
prtkular friend, who had been ther to meet him, and eafily 
charged with the care of con- perfuaded him to deliver up 
Trying to Rome the tribute? of great part of the treafure, 

^ behind, 
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krbmd* When he approached Dyrrachiuni) he was (AxcA 

with a dUlempery which the Greeks call bulimi?, that hy a 

%n9Unt hungir (R). As he grew very faint JFor want cf food, 

and. none in the amry could fupply hin>^ his attendants 

were forced to have recourfe to the enemy. Advancing to 

the veiy agates of the city 9 they acquainted the centinels, 

whso were there upon duty, with the diibrder of Brutus^ 

^oijTfdfy and implored them to aifift him* They we»c touched with 

^aS^^ compalfion, and immediately flew to his relief with plenty 

J^ /^ of provifions. Brutus, on this occafion, won fo much upon 

*#«w» *^ aflceftions of thofe legionaries by his dbliging behaviour^ 

that they joined him to a man, Gabinios hifiifeif not 

excepted. Caius Antonius, receiving intelligence of what 

ha(d happened at Dyrrachium) advanced with all poiSble 

expedition to ApoUcnia, and fummoned all the foldierff^ 

who were quartered near that city, to join him there ^ but 

finding they went all over to Brutus, and fufpe£king that 

tbegarrifon of ApoUonia ^were inclined to the fame party^ 

he abandoned that city, and haftened to Buthcotus, novir 

Butjrottto,. on the Ionian Sea. Brutus clofely purfued him, 

and on his march cut in pieces three of the feven cohorts 

that attended hinir 

Upon this fuccef# Brutus acquainted the fathers with 

what he had done in Greece and Macedon. His letter wa^ 

read in the fenate by the conful Panfa, who was ftill in 

Rome, and a decree paffed, appointing Brutus to. govern 

Sruiusap^ Macedon, Illyricum, and all Greece, in quality of proconr* 

^mmr^of ^""^ ** ^^ ^^ i^^m^ decree, both he and Caffius were em^ 

Greece^ powcred to n»ake ufe of the public money, and to rsjife what 

Maudortf fuoia they ihould think neceflary, in the provinces fubje£t 

mndllfy' to Rome. The kings and cities of the Eaft, in alliance 

f$am^ with tl>B Roman peopIe> were at the fame tin>e ordered to 

Jiei>d them all t^e affiftance in their power ''. 

In the mean time young Cicero> whom Brutus had de« 

tached with bis light-armed foot in purfuit of Caius Anto^ 

nius^ overtook, and totally defeated him in the neighbour* 

hood of Byilis, or Bullis, a city of Illyricum, on the Adria- 

C Atttff»ists ^l^^ Caiujs fled with his troops to a neighbouring marfh, 

tmdttiken '^^^^^ ^^ '^^s furrounded by Brutus, without any poflible 

prifoiter^ means of making his efcape. On this occafion his own mei^ 

^ Cic. Fbilipf^ic. x. Appian. lib. Hi. p. 567. Sc Wh. iv. p^ 6»ft, 63»| 
633. ^Idem. ibid. & Veil. Patercul. lib. ii* 

(R) The word lulimia is hunger, an infatiablc appetite, 

compounded of the two Greek proceeding from a too (harp fer.*- 

, words, ^h(,j an o^^ and >x^l^^ ment in the flotiiach ; by phyc- 

hungerp and iigniiies an ox-like ficians called failles f auina. 

delivered 
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^livered him up to Brutus, who had now eight legions 
under his command, a numerous body of horfe, aud a great 
many archers and flingers, with feveral companies of Ma- 
cedonians, whom he daily exercifed after the Roman man- 
ner*^. As for Caius Antonius, Brutus treated him with Jstnated 
the utmoft civility, and even fuffered him to enjoy the title wM ^'"'^ 
of proconful, and all the badges of that dignity, though ^^fj'^'^ 
feveral fenators, and particularly Cicero, folicited him tp * 

rid the republic of fo dangerous an enemy : but finding that 
he abufed his good-nature, and made ufe of the liberty 
which was allowed him to corrupt the officers, and raifij 
feditions among the foldiers, he confined him on board % 
ihip, and there kept him clofe prifoner. 

Brutus beinR now at the head of a powerful army, and 
mafter of all Greece, lUyricum, Macedon, and Thrace, re- 
folved to pafs into Afia, and there join Caffius, whofe pro- 
grefs in thofe eaftern provinces, from the time he parted 
with Brutus in Athens, to the confulate of 0£tavianu$, 
we are now to relate. He failed firft into Afia, which Caffius 
province was then governed by Trebonius, who received P^'^^ «•»«' 
him with open arms; and P. Lentulus, the pro-quaeftor, ^^^^ Afi^ 
fupplied him with money. He was foon after joined by a 
body of horfe, which Dolabella had fjpnt into Afia, with 
orders to purfue their march into Syria. Lentulus, in one 
of his letters to Cicero, afcribes to himfelf the glory of hav- 
ing brought over thefe troops to Caflius's party \ 

It was no fooner known in Afia and Cilicia that Cafllus 
was raifing forces, than the Romans, who were difperFed 
about thofe provinces, flocked to him from all quarters ; fo 
that feeing himfelf at the head of a confiderable army, he 
left Afia properly fo called, and>marched into Syria, with a 
defign to feize on that province, before the arrival of Dola« 
bella. He was fcarce gone when Dolabella landed on the 
Afiatic coaft, laid wafte the country, made himfelf mafter 
Qf Tarfus, where Caffius had left a garrifon, and put to 
4eath the proconful Trebonius, as we have already related. 
Cafliq^, on his arrival in Syria, found Statins Murcus and 
Marciu^ Crifpus carrying on the fiege of Apamea againft "^ 

Q^CxcilJus Baflus. Thefe two leaders immediately joined 
him with all their forces, and BaflTus's foldiers forced him 
to take the fame ftep. The city being delivered up to Caf- 
fius, an end was put to the fiege, and the army of that 
general, by thi§ pe\Y ^dditiqn, increafed \o the puncher of 

« Plut. in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 63*, 633. A Cic. lib. xii# 

gd familiar, epift. 14. 
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eiglrt fegions (S). Both Murcus aiid Crifptw heartily emhrac* 
ed Caflius's party ; the former wa» by htm appointed gOTer<* 
nor of Syria, and alfo admiral of his fleet ; but Bafius^ not 
caring to engage in this war, was permitted quietly to retire % 

Cafiius b^ng thus ftrengthened, foon made bimfelf mafler 
of all Syria from whence he marched to Fhoenice and Ju» 
dxa, which he likewife fecured in bis iittcreft-. Receiving 
intelligence that AHienus, one of Dolabella's lieutenants^ 
Was on his march through Paleftinc with four legions, which 
Casfar had left in Egypt after the Alexandrian war, he went 
to meet them^ and taking them by furpiisre^ oUtged both 
Aliienus and hb legions to fide with him ; by which accef«» 
fion his army now amounted to twelve legions. In the 
mean time Dolabella, after a long ftay in Afia, where he 
burdened the cities with new taxes, and opprefied the inha^ 
bitants in a moft tyrannical manner, pafied firft into CiHciiiy 
and thence into Syria, with two legions \ whither his 9^^\^ 
compofed of veflefs hired of the Lycians, Pampbylians^ and 
CiHcians, failed foon after under the command of L. Figu- 
)us^ Upon hiS arrival in Syria be attempted to enter An* 
tioch, as governor of that province ; but being repulfed bjr 
the inhabitants, and the garrifon which Caffius had left 
there, with the k>fs of a Jiundred men, he abandoned the 
<etiterprize, and retired in the night towards I/aodicea^ 
During his march, moft of the droops be had raifedin Afia 
abandoned him, fome of them returning to Antiocb, where 
th^ joined Cafllus, and others retiring over Mount Amanua 
into Cilicia s. As the inhabitants of Laodicea were entirely 
devoted to Cxfar's party, they received Dolabella with open 
arms, and put him in poflemon of their city. Caffius no 
fooner heard of this event, than he haftened thither, leaving 
Herod governof of Coelefyria, with a ftrong detachment 
from his army to keep that province in awe **. 

He found Dolabella encamped under the walls of the 
city ; and there he refoflved to befiegc him ^ As Laodicea 
was fituated on a peninfula, Caffius, to prevent Dolabella 
from making his efcape by land, carried on a wall, two fur- 
longs in length, crofs the ifthmus, with materials brought 

c Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 343. ' Appian. lib, iv. p. 6*4. % P. Lcn* 
tu). ad Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar. £<^i it. 15. ^ Jofepb. Antiq. lib 

xrv. cap. 19. 1 Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, epitt. 13. 

(S) From this time he took as appears from his letters tp 
upon him the title of proconful , Cicero ( 1 ) . 



(0 Cic. lib. xii. ad Familiar, epi(l. it, is. 
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from tlie nexghbooring villages and fepulcfares. At tlie fame 
time he difpatcfaed mefiengen to the Fhcenicians, Lycians^ 
and Rhodians, for fliips, with a defign to block up the har<^ 
bour. The Sidonians alone complied with his fummons, 
and (ent him what veflTels they had ready equipped in their 
harbour. They were fcarce arrived when Dolabella's fleet, 
tinder the command of L. Figulus, appeared ofF Laodicea. 
CafEus, though his fleet was inferior in number to the ene- 
my's, ventured an engagement, in which both parties fought 
with incredible bravery. At length Caflius's fleet was over- Caffiu$*9 
powered, and five of his (hips were taken, with all the ma- /''' ^* 
riners on board ; but Statins Murcus, his admiral, having f^^*** 
got together a eonfiderable number'of fhipsof war in Phoo- 
tiice, and on the coaft of Afia, ventured two other engage- 
nientsi in the'firft whereof the two fleets parted upon equal 
terms 4 in" the ftcond Dolabella's was entirely defeated. DolahiVn^t 
Then Marcus blocked up tbe port, fo that no provifions flff^ entirt* 
could be conveyed into the befieged city either by fea or ^ ^jfj^tedt 
land ; die wall, which Caffius had begun crofs the ifthmus, ^^^^^« 
being^ now completed* The place being thus reduced to 
the utmoft extremity, Dolabella attempted feveral times to 
fally ocEt at the head of the garrifon ; but was conftantly 
driven back into the city, which was at length treacheroufly 
delivered up to the enemy by Quintius, a principal officer 
of his army. - 

Dolabella, feeing the enemy in poflfeffion of the city, 
and fearing Caffius would retaliate his cruel treatment of 
Trebonius, ordered one of his guards to cut off his head* ^he death 
The foldier obeyed the order, and then killed himfelf with of DaUt^ 
the fame fword. The example of Dolabella was foUowec^ ^^^^* 
by M. OAavius his lieutenant, and Q. MarfuS) another 
of his diief officer^. Caffius ordered their bodies to be 
decently interred, and incorporated the (oldiers among his 
legions. He then plundered the temples and treafury of 
Laodicea, put all the nobility to the (word, and reduced 
the people to the mod deplorable diftrefs ^. 

After the redn£tion of Laodicea, Caffius, now mafter ffhtf9* 
of all Syria, ajcquainted the fathers with the fuccefs of his vtrnmt^ 
arms ; who thereupon oon firmed to him the government </ ^'•'« 
of thofe vaft provinces *. Thus was the Roman ftate, taken ^?^^!^^ 
in its utmoft extent, divided between two oppofite parties. * ^^"^ 
The Caefareans were obeyed by all the nations in the Weft, 
between the ocean and the moft fouthern borders of Italy r 
while the party of Brutus and the confpirators prevailed in 



k Appian. lib. iv. p. 629 & (eq« 
fa. Appiaxi«lib. iii« p. 567»5€^> 



* Veil. PatercuU lib. ii. cap. 
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all the provinces of the Eaft. As for S1C1I7, it was heM 
at this time by Sextus Pompeius, the younger fon of Pom- 
pey the Great, of whom we fhall have freqUent occafion 
to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. Such was the fitlia"- 
tion of affairs at the beginning of 06laviar(us*$ firft coa* 
iulate. 
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^he Hiftory of Rome^ from the frji Confulate of 
OBavianus to the Death of Cajftus and 
Brutus. 
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HE firft ftep Oftavianus took, after his promotion 

to the confullhip, was to procure the confirmation 

of his adoption in a general aflembly of the people : he 

afterwards prevailed upon the fenate to revoke their decree, 

declaring Dolabella, whofe death was not yet known ;»€ 

Rome, an enemy to his country ". Soon after thefe mea- 

fures, his colleague Q^Psedius, at his inftigation, propofed 

a law for impeaching, trying, and condemning all thofe 

who had been any ways concerned in the death of Csefar. 

OSa*utanns Purfuant to this law, which pafTed without oppofition, L. 

cftufis Bru- Cornificius took upon him to acgufe Brutus, and the fa- 

^Ca^^^t "^^"^ ^' Vipfanius Agrippa (T) appeared againft Caflius. 

it con- Among the judges who were chofen for the decifion of fo 

demued. important a caufe, Silicius Coronas was the only perfon 

who had courage enough to declare in their favour, which 

coft him his life.; for though O/Elavianus thought it then 

advifeable to difiemble his refentment, and pretended even 

to be reconciled to Silicius, yet he foon after facrificed him 

to his revenge. The conipirators were all condemned, 

without being heard, to perpetual baniihment, and their 

cftates confifcatcd "=. 

n Appian.Iib. iii. p. 586* Dio, lib. xlvi. p. }zt* 32s. . ^ Lir« 
lib. cxx. Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 69. Suet, in Nerone, cap. ^ 
Dio, lib. xlvi. p. 3x2.. Plut. in Bruto. 

(T) Marcus Vipfamiu8 A- infancy with O^hivianuSy and 
grippa was, according to Sue- ferved him to the laft with tine 
tonius, of a mean defcent ; but utmoft fidelity. We ftall havfc 
of an equeflrian family, ac- occafion to make frequent men- 
cording to Cornelius Nepos, tion of him in the fequel of 
^e was brought up from his this hiftory* 

As 
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As Brdtus and Caf&us were at the head of twenty le- Uvk^ 
gions, 0£lavianus rightly judged, that it would not be cafy Ant^tngm 

. ioT him to deftroy them without the affiftance of Antony ^^ j, 
«nd Lepidus. He therefore difpatched meffcngers to thofc **** ^^ 
chief St defiring them to march with all poflible expedition 
into Italy, that they might, with their united forces, fall 

. upon Brmus and Caffius, and drive them out of the pro- 
rioces which they had feized. In confequence of this in- 
timation, they fet out without delay, and paffing the Alps 
at the head of feventeen legions, entered Cifalpinc Gaul. 
The fenatc, alarmed at their approach, and ftrangers lt> 

• the private underftanding between them and 0<Slavianu8, 
<)rdered the latter to march, and attack them as public 

.enemies. OAavian^is, with great joy, embraced this op- 
portunity of concludinig the treaty, which had been begun 
ibme time before between him and his rival. When he 
left Rome^ he gave private inftruftions to Quintus Psedius, 
his colleague and creature, to infinuate to the fenate, that 
it was for the advantage of the commonwealth to repeal 
their decree againfl: Antony and Lepidus^ and not drive 
fuch men to deijpair, efpecially Antony, who was a great 
commander, and no iefs to be dreaded than Sylla and Ma- 
rius. This propofal was very difagreeable to the fenate ; 
but nevcrtheicfs, as they fufpefted Odavianus to be at the 
bottom of this tranfa£tion, they wrote to him for his a^ 
vice in fo nice a point. The crafty general readily con- ntdecm. 
fented to the repealing of the decree ; but to deceive the ^g^'^fi 
fenate, told them in his letter, that his confent had been in ^ i^J^ 
a manner extorted, by the earned entreaties of his foldiers. r^xthd^ 
The confcript fathers began to perceive his drift ; but they 
were no longer in a condition to oppofe him, and there- 
fore annulled all the decrees againft Antony and his ad- 
herents. 

In acknowlegement of this favour, Antony marfhed im- jintenf 
mediately againft Decimus Brutus, who was encamped in marches 
the neighbourhood of Mutina with ten legions, four whercr ^Z^^^fi ^« 
of confided of veterans, though in a very bad condition, ^^^^^* 
from the diftempers and fatigues they had fufFered during 
the late fiege ; the others were newly raifed,.and quite un- 
acquainted with military difcipline. D. Brutus, therefore, « 
not finding himfelf in a condition to oppofe the united and 
fuperior forces of Antony and Lepidus, refolved to quit 
Cifalpine Gaul j to pafs by the way of Aquileia, into Illy- 
jicuni, and from thence into Macedon, where M. Brutus 
commanded. AH the pafTes on that (ide being feized by 
the troops of 0£tavianus, he took his route towards the 
^Ips. with a defigu to pafs the Rhine* where that river di- 

vides 
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irides Tratifalpine Gaul from Germany, and throush tBd! 
Utter country pupfue his route into Macedon : but tne ap- 
prebenfion of the fatigues and dangers of fo fong a inarch^ 
had fuch an effeft on the minds of the ncw-raifed troops, 
that they all abandoned Brutus, and joined Antony. Their 
example was followed by the other four legions ; fo that 
Brutus's army was reduced to a few fquadrons of Gaulifli 
. horfe : with thefe he marched as far as the Rhine, the fight 
of which rapid river fo frightened the few Gauls he had 
with him, that they ftole away one after another, except 
ten, who f(?eraed determined never to forfake him. In 
this extremity, he laid afide all thoughts of entering Ger- 
many, and drefiing himfelf after the Gauliih manner^ be 
. jrefolved, in that difguife^ to return through Gaul into Italy, 
not without hopes of reaching at length Macedon undif* 
covered. He hgd not gone far, before be wa^aken by a 
band of free-bootersi who condufled him, at his requeft,- 
to the lord of that diftrifty by name C^millus, or as others; 
call him, Camelius, who had received a thoufand favours 
at his hands in the didiator's life-time. This Gaul received 
him with a {hew of friendfhip, but difpatched a'mefienger 
to Antony to. know how he ihould be treated, and received 
an order to put him to death, which was executed accord- 
ingly. When his head was brought to Antony, he looked 
.on it with fome concern, and then delivered it to his 
friends, by whom it, was decently buried®. Thus died 
Pecimus Junius Brutus, one of the mofl; a£tive afiallins of 
Csefar, who was his patron* friend> and benefaflor. 

Antony immediately acquainted 0£lavianus, that he had 
facri6ced Decimus to the manes of his father, and then 
advanced, with liCpidus, at the head of his army, to give 
him a meeting. The place they chofe for their private con^ 
ferences, was a fmall ifland formed by the river RhentiSi 
now the Reno, which falls into the Po, after having wa- 
tered the territory of Bononia or Bologna. Both armies 
advanced to the oppofite bank» of this river, from whence, 
by two bridges, a communication was opened with the 
ifland. Iicpidus entered the firft into the Jfland, to vievir 
whether there was any ambufcade or contrivance againft the 
life of either party. Such was the condition of tbofe am^ 
bitious men, who, even in the midft of a reconciliation^ 
could not help didrufting each other. Lepidus having made 
the fignal agreed on, the two generals entered the iflandl 
from the oppofite banks, each of them guarded by three 
hundred men, who remained at the head of the bridges^ 



* Pio, lib. rXn* p. \ts% 
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^Kile the twophiefs nfvanced to the place of theanter* 
view, which was a rififtg-ground^ whence they could bp 
equally feea by their guards, and both armies. Having 
ialuted and embraced each other in a friendly manner, they 
took their feats, the other two yielding the moft honour- 
able place to 0£lavianus, as conful. The conference lasted 
three days, during which they had the precaution t9 fpeak 
fo low, notwithftanding fome warm debates, that not a 
fingle word could be heafd^ even ty their guards, who 
flood but at a fmall diftance. 

At length, they agreed on the following articles : i. That 71it urti» 
O^iavianus fliould forthwith refign the confulatc, which ciisojtkiir 
gaTe him a kind of pre-eminence over the other tljiro, to ^^''w*^ 
Ventidius, one of Antony*^ lieutenants. 2. That the fu- 
'preme authority (hould be divided among the three, and 
Ifcpt by them for the fpace of 6ve years, under the name of 
triumvirs, and in quality of reformers of the commonwealth. 
3. That they (hould caufe this authority to be confirmed 
by the Roman people. 4, That Antony fliould have all 
Tranfalpine and Cif^lpirie Gaul, except Narbonne, which ' 

together with both Spainst (hould be yielded to Lepidus ; 
and that 0£lavianus (hould have for his fliare Africa,' with 
Sicily and Sardinia. 5. That Italy, and the eaftern pro- 
Tinces, which were poffeffed by Brutus and Caffius, (hould, 
for fome time, remain iii common. 6. That Antony and 
Oflavianus fliould forthwith join their forces, and make 
war upon Brutus, and Caifius, while Lepidus, with four 
legions, (laid at Rome to maintain the authority of the tri- 
umvirate. Beiides thefe, feveral other articles were fet- 
tled. As it was of the utmoft importance, efpecialty for 
Oclavianus and Antoiw, who were to march into the Eaft 
againft Brutus and Camus, to iecure the (idelity of the le- 
gions, it was agreed, that each legionary (hould receive 
after the war five thoufand drachmas, each centurion 
twenty «-five thoufand, and each tribune fifty thoufand. To 
thefe immerife and almoft incredible fums were addecl other 
rewards, ftill more fubftantial. The triumvirs agreed to 
promife their foldiers fettlements on their return from the 
£a(f , in eighteen of the beft cities 0^ Italy, which (hould be 
chofen by the three chiefs, aitd abandoned in property with 
their houfes and lands to the foldiers. As for tne ancient 
proprietors, they were to be driven out o( their babitation9|^ 
ftripped of their lands and efFedls, aild fufiered either to 
perim with famine, or fubfift in the heft manner they could* 
Some of thefe unhappy cities were Capua, Rhegium, Bene* 
ventum, Luceria^ Ariminum, and Vibo* 
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" *As Ac triumvirs had occafion 9k immewfe Turns 'to Caffy 
on the war, and knew that there were ftill in Rome great 

*iiumbers of zealous republicans, who probably would raife 
difturbances in Italy during their abfence, they formed that 

"barbarous and inhuman refolution^ which will render their 

*tneniories execrable and infamous to the lateft pofterity^j 
^ 'a refohition which brings difgrace upon tyranny itfclf : theV 

leriptUa. ^g^c^^ not only to cut'ofF all their enemies, but thow 

'^Tfo who were either poffeffed of great eftates, or thought 
to retain the lead fpark of zeal for their ancient laws and 
liberties. Thefe regulations were made without the lead 
conteflror difpute ; but !he lift of the profcribcd, when it 

Vame to be fettled, occaGoned warm debates, each of theih 

;being folicitotis to d'eftroy his enemies, and fave his friends. 

Antony would come to no agreement till Cicero's naijie 

was fet down among the profcribed. Oftavianus endea- 

voixred to fave him, and prefled Antony to facriBce Luciii* 

'Cxfar, his uncle by the mother's fide. As for Lepldus, 
fome writers tell us, that, contrary to the inclination of the 
other two, he infilled upon the condemnation of his own 
brother L. .Smilius Paulus, who had voted firft in the fc- 
nate for paflJng the decree which declared him a public 
enemy when he joined Antony : other authors fay, that 
he would have faved his brother, but that Oftavianus and 

. Antony demanded his head; 'it is certain, however, that 
the defire of beii\g revenged on their enemies got the better 
of faving their friends and relations. Odtavranus in tlic 
end facrificed Cicero to Antony ; Antony gave up his linde 
Lucius to Oftavianus ; and Lepidus was either allowed tD 
murder his brother Paulus, or forced to abandon him to the 
refentment of the other two. The death of thefe three be- 
ing agreed on, the lift of ihe others, whom the triumvirs 
doomed to die, was foon drawn Up, each of the 'tyrants 
mentioning the names of his particular enemies. Among 
others, they profcribed Plotius, conful eleft, and brother 
to Plancus, one of Antony's lieutenants ; C^intus, who was 
alfo defigned conful for the enfuing year, and whofe daugb* 
ter Afinius Pollio, a great partifan of the triumvirate, had 
lately married; Thoranius, who had been governor to 

, Oftavianus, and had taken particular care of his edtication^ 
arid many others, whom we fhall have occafion to mention* 

• The articles of this wicked confederacy being fworn to, the 
chiefs feparated, and went to impart the refult of their con*» 
ferences to their refpeftive armies, who, overjoyed at the 
advantageous prt)mifes that were made them, heard the re- 
port with the greateft fati$fa£tion. The fame day the two 

• armies 



tie 'l^omdn ftifl^^ 

«hh^d rjoi^edi Hand mUstii^llyies^ftcd aiftl etil^rtdniedeaeh 
iDtherP (U), 

Th/e fatal decree of .profcriptioii being 'drawn up, was 
'inade publig (W)^ and.fcnt ta Rome; together wirii the 
-tfirfl: lifl: of the unhappy nien who 'W;ere doomed; to die, and 

the fame time fome companies 'of foldiera were detached 
.thithef) *^to put the crud lorders.of the triumvirs in ezjecu- 

tion. The foldiers arrived in the eveningi and meeting 

p Appian. Jib. iv. p. 58^, 5^0. Dlo, lib. xlvi. p. 1%$^ %%S. Plot. 
In Cic. & Antonio, Flor.'nb. iv. cap. 6» 
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:,(U) The ajglrcament bfeitig 
made, and the articles figned 
by the triumvirs, the army de- 
fired, that the fri(gndj(hip be- 
tween Antony and^Odtavianus 
might be cemented by fome al- 
liance, and in a manner forced 
the latter to divorce Servllia, 
the daughter of ServUius Ifau- 
ricns, whom he had married 
'When he was very young, and 
to take in her room Clodia, 
the dau^ter of the famous P. 
Ciodiu8, who was killed by 
Milo, and of Fulvia, whom 
Antony had married after the 
death of her iirft huiband ( 1 )• 

(W) It began thus : ** M. 
Lepidus^lM. Antonius, and Oc- 
tavianus. Caefar, chofen for the 
reformation of the common- 
wealth. If the generofity of 
Julius Csefar had not prompted 
him 'to .nardon fome faithlefs 
men, and to grant them beiides 
their lives, of which they were 
-unworthy, honours and .offices, 
'Which they deferved as little, 
he had not fallen by their trea- 
fon, nor ihould we have been 
obliged to proceed in a manner 
diiagreeable 10 usagainft thsfe 
who have declared us enemies 
to our country. But the wicked 
defigns they formed againft us, 
the horrible treachery they 
ikewed'tofwards Caiiar, and the 



certaih ktoowJegewe have of 
their' execrable pradtices, force 
us to prevent the evils with 
which fwe are threatened.** 
Then followed a juflification of 
the, proceedings of the trium- 
virs, founded on the advan- 
tages which Casfar had procur- 
ed for the Roman people by his 
viftories, on the ingratitude of 
thofe who had murdered him, 
and on the neceflity of clearing 
the city of fuch as might in- 
volve it in new troubles. They 
concluded thus : ^' No man 
ftiall dare to receive, conceal, 
help to efcape, any way relieve 
thofe who are profcribed, or 
hold any manner of intelligence 
with them, upon pain of being 
himfelf profcribed. Whofoever 
fhall bring tOiiny of the trium- 
virs the head of a profcribed 
perfon, (hall receive, if a free- 
man, twenty-five thoufand fe- 
fterces ; and ten thoufand, if a 
ibtve : the flave, who (ball kill 
his mafter, Aiall moreover be 
declared a Roman citizen. The 
fame rewards iliall be given to 
fuch as (hall difcovcr the.place 
where any profcribed peribn 
lies concealed, and tUS name of^ 
the informer fhall not be enter- 
ed into any regifler, to the end 
it may never be known who 
he wasr * 



(1) Plut. in Antoaioi 

Ea • 
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ibifrtif dieprnfctibed perfoni ta the tttettSf imihediatelj^ 
put chem Id death : others were inhumanly mafiacred i<i 
their honles; fbme while thej were fupping with their 
friends^ and fi>me in the temples, whither, upon the firfl: 
alarm diey had fled for refuge* The city was in an inftant 
filled with honor and confufion ; nothing being heard but 
cries and lamentattums.' As the lift of the profcribed per- 
; Ions was not yet made public, every one fancied himfelf 
RowusMthi in that number; and hence the conftemation became ge- 
mim^ ctm- iiefaL Some in tranfports of defpair refolved to involve the 
Jgrmati^m^ whole city in their 'deflru£lion, and accordingly fet fire ta 
it in different quarters. The horror of the fcene was aug- 
mented by the darknefs of the night, the fire which began 
to flame out in feveral places, the cries and groans of 
thofe who were inhumanly butchered in the ftreetS9 the 
Cght of armed foldiers running up and down to execute the 
vengeance of the triumvirate, the flight of the people, and 
the (hrieks of the womem Q^ Paedius, the only conful in 
Rome* to remove the fears of the alarmed multitude, and 
prevent diforders, ran from flreet to f^reet, cauGng it to be 
every where publilhed, that the number of thofe who 
were doomed to die, was but very fmall ; and that, as foon 
as it was day, he would caufe their names to be fixed up 
in the forum. Accordingly, early next morning the lift of 
the profcribed, containing the names of only feventeeH 
perfons, was fet up in a public place, together with' the 
decree of the triumvirs. This reftorcd tranquility to the 
city for a while ; but the conful Pasdius, having overheated 
himfelf with running up and down the city, to caltp the 
minds of the people, and prevent diforders, died the night 
following *»- . ' 

7heintryof During thefe alarms, the triumvirs advanced, at the head 
tht trium* of their united forces, towards Rome, which they entered 
virs mt9 ^jp three difierent day^ ; O&avianus on the firft, Antony 
**'* on th<j'fecond, and Lepidus on the third, each of them at- 
tended with his prMorian cohort, and one legion. The 
firft ftep they took after their arrival was, to procure a law^ 
, invefting them with the authority which they had ufurped* 

^veAedbi ^^ ^^* accordingly propofed by the tribune P. Titius to the 
a dfcneof aflTembled tribes, who pafled it the fame day in the follow- 
thipiopli ing terms : '^ The Roman people, lawfully aflembled, have 
nmth ihe thought fit to appoint three perfons to govern the com- 
^'a^T'^'a tnonwealth with confular power. Tliefc are M. AntonivSf 
tad uiLrZ- ^' ^^V^^^i ?"^ Caefar 0£lavianus, whofc authority fliall 
g4^ be acknowleged and obeyed by all for the fpace of five 



f Appian, Dio, Flor. Flut* ibid. 
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years.'* The decree was no (boner ratified, dian Ofiami* 
iiMS'y purfuant to one of the articles of the confederacy, r&- 
figned his confuKbtp, fome fay to C. Carinas, others* to 
Ventidius. However that be^ theie two were by the trium- 
virs appointed confuls for the remaining part of the prefent 
year ; but they were mtrz cyphers, the whole power and 
authority of the republic being lodged in the triomrirs^ 
Thefe three tyrants, now confidering themfelves as lawfnl 
magiftratesy added the night following the names of an 
hundred and thirty perfons to thofe they had already pro- 
fcribed ; a few days after, they profcribed an hundred and 
^fty more, and thus they daily increafed the number^ till 
it amounted at lad to thr^e hundred fenators, and above 
two thoufand knights. ^ ^ 

Every confiderable man in Romet who was difiiked, or 
fufpeded by the triumvirate to difapprove their tyranny, 
and rich enough to glut their avarice, was doomed to 
die. As it w^s death to conceal or help them, and ample 
rewards were given to fuch as difcovered and killed them, ^^jM 
many were betrayed and butchered by their flaves and freed- '*^J[*i 
men ; many betrayed by their treacneirous hofts and relar '^-^ ^^^ 
tions. Many fied to uninhabited places, where they periih- ^ 
ed for want. The ftreets were covered with dead bodies ; 
the heads of the moft illuftrious fenators were expofed upon 
the roftra> and their bodies left uhburied in the ftreets and 
fields, to be devoured by dogs and ravenous birds. A great 
number of citizens that were not condemned, periihed in 
this confufioni fome by malice or miftake, others for con- 
cealing or defending their friends. This feafon of calamity 
produced fome pathetic inftances of the aflFeflton of wives 
lor their hufbands, and of the fidelity of flaves towards their . 
mafters, but very few of filial love 5 not that Rome was 
entirely deftitu^te of this virtue t Oppius carried bis old and S$m$ rfihi 
decrepit father on his (houldcrs'to the fea-fidc, and cfcaped ^^2^^ 
' with him into Sicily. His piety was not long unrewarded 5 -^f^ ri 
for on his returp %o Rome, after the triumvirs had put an ^^^ 
end to the profcriptipn, he found the people fo afFefted by 
the generous action* that the tribes unanimoufly concurred 
in raifing him to the sedileihip ; and becaufe he wanted 
money to exhibit the ufual fports, the artificers worked 
without wages, and the people not only taxpd themfelves to 
defray the neceflary charges, but gave proofs of the efteem 
they had for fo dutiful a fon by fuch contributions as 
amounted to twice thp value of his paternal cftate,' which 
had been confifcated by the triumvirs. Caius Hofidius Geta 
was likewife faved by ^is fon, who /pread a report, that his 
father h^d laid violent hands on himfelf, and to render the 

E3 faa 
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fa£): more credible, fpenttfae poor reipain$ of hi? fortunof 
in performing his bbfequie«; By this contriFance, Hofi- 
dius made his efcape, but loft* one. of his eyes> which he 
had kept too long covered with aplaftcr, the better to dif^ 

fnife him. The barbarous impiety, of thofe children, wha 
y a. ftrange apoftacy from, nature betrayed thsir own pa* 
rents, ought to be buried* in, obliiirion. hfothing. can refle£l 
gf eater infamy on the memory, of the , triumvird, th^n thcin 
countenancing fuchimpiousr^nonfters. Sevoralilavc&.c^ofo^ 
rather to die on the rack a>mid(t ^e mod esifquifite 'torn, 
-ments,. than difcover the places where their maflers lay 
concealed ; others, not caring to Qutliv:e theniyffellby.theii?' 
own hands upon the dead bodies of their patrons. 
OthiTshj Many illuftrious matrons gave remarkable proofe of their- 
their conjugal love, wAich ought not tobe pafled.over ia filence. 

wiw/« "j^jjg ^jfg of Q^Ligariasi fiaeing. her h^jfband b^n^yed by 
.o;Qe of his flayes, declar^ to the execvitioner^^whacut o£' 
hiS head,, that (he bad conceaMd him, andiCaafe^qtientlyi 
ought^. in virtue of the decr'qe,, to ui^dergp th^^ S^^e^ faite. 
They not hearkening to her, ihe speared before the tri^ 
umvirs, upbraided them- with th^ir cruelty,, owned. fllQba4^ 
concealedher huiband,, and beggetl-doath of them;as: a.favour. 
Being.driven awa^by their offiqers, (he (huttherfelft up inber 
own.houfe;.and.there^ asihewasxl(3teiTmioed^notlDngto.outrt 
live her hufband, ftarved herifelf to death. AGiliiis waa^betray/** 
ed by one of his flavesji.and apprehc^ade4,,but red/^emed bye 
his wife, who readily parted with all h|Qr jpwds to fave hiS; 
life. Apuleiua, Anti^ius,,Af)tiu6, Q^XoicretiusYi^^Mot; 
Titus Vinius„ati(l many others, were faved by the ingenious 
tuttusC^f cpntriyaaices of their wives, afterthey had given Ae^mfelveaj 
far fa<ved up for lofl. Lucius, the uncle ^fi Antony, \Ka^ fai^d b{^ 
bjhisfifitr. hi^ fiflei[ Julia,, in whole houfe he h^M^i^n r^f^g^C^)* 

(X) The miniAers of the tri- paying the a0ai£ns the ptomifed 

• umvirs endeavoured to ^bneak rewards : *' I haye tranfgreflcd 

into the room where he lay cpn- your decree, (faid Ihe to An-. 

"cfealedi but his lilter meeting tony), knd aiti come to inform. 

^ t)iem at the dbor, cried out fe- againft myfelf- I have taken 

veril times, *' You fhai! never my brother into my houfe, and! 

MH Lucius Cae^r till- you firffi am relplved to proteft him ti^ 

difjxitch n^e; me, wiko gave you ftall thin^ propeMx) put ul^ 

jpurgcnendHislife and being/' Doth; to dfeath/* ** Youvhav© 

The aiTaiihs, thunder Aruck at behaved- (replied. A nuonjr). like 

tl^efewond^ retired jL but tie- agood'Mer, but-a^a bad vf^ 

^nbelefs J,ulia flew to the fo^ ther;" and. took no* farther? no- 

xum, where her fon w^as fitting ti^e of what Julia faid; bui; Lu« 

on his tribunal,, receiving the cJu6 waa no more enqMtred! 

Beads of the profcribed,^ and after* 

Though, 



The Mwa».Wi^t 

T43|<M|gh,a»fic«H»ft"y#. aft y^p}\ ^^tbe qity, f^r^^n^^ iji. 

%wqr4i, ^4;ag|#ft?, yet. n^^np.ilJuQpoMSt citizciwi. fpi»»(i^ 
xiug^Q§,t9 %|^jd;tbe; fMjy Qf;tbepi:ofcriptioi\, andtp gct.fefe, 
c^%c,t<).Br.Hjjij^ifi]y|ai^^po, or u? Spxtus^Pop^p^u> in Si- 
cjjy;.. Th^, latter, k^pt ijqriftaritjy a great, n,umb?r-o6 fmall 
TgSbl^ tipi^ng Ofi th^ coa(); of I^aly, to receive fHQh,a« 
n^^, i^hpar efeap^, an4:t£eat^4 ik^m with great Undnef^ 
aadrtfpfiaCX)* Cicero 
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(Y5 RcHio,' Appius, Me- 
neius, and* Jttttius, were faved 
fay their fUves. Reftio had 
imarl!»d.one o£ his flares on the 
fMebead with a red-hot iron ; 
m^ uf^^i puriifiiment in&i4te4 
of^ (^^^ as attempted to T\\n 
M9iy trQm tbeix maflers* This 
i|^Ye, having by chaoce found 
out the place where Reflio lay 
conceated. conducted him to a 
cave, and there fupported him 
for fome time with what he 
earned by his daily labour. At 
length a; company of foldiers 
jR>ffliiig'that w^, and approach^ 
|ag the cayei the faithful flave, 
i|]ai7ned at the danger his maf- 
%Bf ^a^ in, followed them clofe, 
f|nd falling upon a poor peafant, 
(illedr him in their prefence^ 
s^id cut off his head, crying out, 
♦* I am now revenged on my 
Ipiafter for the marks with which 
he has branded me." The fol- 
ifiers, ieeing the infamous 
marks on his forehead, and not 
doubting but be had killed Ref- 
lio, {hafchedtha head out of hia 
Jts^djbw ^^4< returned with it ip . 
all hafte to the triumvirs. They 
were no fooner pone, than the 
Have conveyed his mailer to the 
ipa-fide, where they had the 
good luck to find one of' Se^- 
Sua Pompeiu8*8 veffels, which 
tranfported them fsfe into Si- 
cily. The gcncrofity of the 
jPf»res of >^ppuis ^nd Meneius, 

.<w MettPijiw, was.ftill ippre be-, 
roip; for they fuSered them- 



felvcs to be flain in their maf- 
ters habits, while their mafters 
made their efcape in the dif- 
guife of flaves. Pbmponius, 
finding no Other means, to getr 
fafe out of Rontjf , aifiimed tbfe 
habit of ;i praetcK, an4. v(fen% 
early out, o^ the cltyi^ that su»^ 
tire, attended b^ his flaves i^^ 
the difguife of hftors : he tra* 
veiled at the expence of this 
public, giving out every wherjf 
that he was feht by the trium* 
▼irs to negociate a treaty wiffli , 
young Pompey^ he was wcM 
received in all the cities on. the 
road, and fuppliod: both witK 
horfes and proy^iiojiis : feverq| 
bands of foldiers ^d aiTaifiBi 
met him on. his. journey, buf 
none of the,m offered tp, llpp or 
examine an ambaflador of the 
triumvirs; fo that he reached 
Sicily undifcovered. Ventidius 
(not the confiil) deceived the 
murderers by pretending to be 
one of them falmfelf, and pa* 
trolling about the country vMi 
fotoe of his friends^ as in &anch 
of profcribed j^rfpns. Tl^e fig- 
nator Coponius wa^, faved i^y 
his wife at the expence of her 
virtue, Antody having caufed 
his name to be flruck off the 
black lift," in confe^uence if 
her compliance Pfkh his defireSy 
after (he had been proof for (It* 
veral years agaiiift the oficr%, 
care£es,v a;id menaces pf the 
itwityr^t^ Another fenator, 
being tired with o^ncealing 
£ 4 ' h'onfelf 
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IThe fati of ' Ciccro befUg with his brother Quintus^ who was Hkcwlfc * 
Ciciro. profcribed^ at his country-houfe near Tufculum, when the 
firft news were brought him of the profcription, they forth- 
' "■ with took the route of Aftura, another of his country-houfes 
on the fea-fide, between the promontories of Antium and 
Circasum. There they both defigned to take fhipping^ and 
' endeavour to join Brutus in Macedon. As they had, in the 
firft alarm and hurry, forgot to take with them the.necef- 
fary money to defray the expence of their voyage, it wa^ 
agreed between them, that Cicero (hould make what hafte 
he could to the fea-(ide| and Quintus returii home to pro-, 
vide necefiaries. Quintus returned to Ronxe, and got t« 
his houfe undifcovered, where -he thought bimfelf fafe, at 
leaft for a ihort timej iince it had been lately fearched bjr. 
die minifters of the triumvirs. As in moft houfes th«r6 were 
as many informers as domeftics, his return was rmm^^ate}^ 
knowil, aqd the houfe of courfe filled with foldiers an4 
aifaffins, who not being able to difcover him, put his fon 
fp the torturp, in order to make him declare where his fa- 
jffeSiiq^ thcrlay concealed. Filial affeftion was proof in the young 
^cMm- Jlojnan agaipft the moft exquifite torments : however, the 
2?*y^ tender youth could not help fighing and groaning with the 
Itis^^A^ agony of torture* Quintus> who was within hearings ujjablc 
* to bear this trial of his fon expiring on the rack, broke from 
his concealment, and prefented himfelf to the aflaifinsji 
begging them, with a flood of tears, to put him to death, 
tnd difmifs the innocent child, whofe generous behaviour 
the triumvirs themfelves, if informed of the fa£l:, would 
judge worthy of the higheft encomiums and rewards. Thofe 
inhuman jtnpnfters, without being in the leaft afFefted Witl< 
the tears either of the father or the fon, apfwered, that they 
^uft both die, the father, jjec^ufe he was prpfcribed, an4 
t^e fon, becaufe in defiance of the d^cref; 0^ thq triun^virs^ 
he had concealed his father. Then ^ tiew cpnteft of ten? 
demefs arofe between the father and the fon, who iboiild 
die firft ^ but this the afiaflins, deftitute of all fenfe of 
humanity, fooH decided by beheading them both at the 
fame time »'. 

r Appsan* Dio. Plut. VaLMax. ibid. Seneca in fuafon 

himfelf in c^yes and dens, and matter, opened there a little 

,.lculking' about the country in fchool, and kept it as long ai 

continual alarma, returned to . the profcription lafted, without 

R ome in the difgqife of a fchool- being difcovered ( 1 ), 

(1) Appian. lib. iv. Veil. Patercu). lib. ii. Dio, lib. xlvii* Val. Max. 
lib. vi. cupr 8. k lib, jx.* cap. ii* Suet* in Oftavio, Macrob. Saturnah 
lib. 1. cap. XX, 

But 



M^gn while Ccero^ having reached Aftttr;it ^nd flHisd » Embarks 
veilel there ready to weigh anchor, went on board, withade- for Af#. 
fign, to pafs over into MacecU)n> and join Brutua : but eiiher ^'<^** 
j^eading the inconveniencies of fuch a voyage^ or ftill de*^ 
pending on the friendfhip of 0£tavianus, he foon changed 
his mindy and ordered the mafter of the ihip to fet him 
ftihore at Circsmm, whence he took his route towards Rome^ 
by land. , After he had gone «bout two hundred furlong8» ciauga 
he altered his refolution once more, and returned to fea, kumimL 
"H^ere he fpent the nisht in a thoufand melancholy and 
perplexing thoughts. Wavering between the hopes he had 
m O&avianus'ftfriendfllip, and the fear of death, he at laft 
fuffered his domeftics to convey him by fea to a countryt 
hottfe which he had in the neighbourhood of Caieta; 
where he had not been long, when his domeftics carried 
jiim again in a litter towards the fea-fide. 

They were fcarce gone, when a band of foldiers, under A band of 
the command of Hteennius, a centurion, and Popilius /^^'^'^''^ ^'^ 
Laenas, a military tribune, came to the houfe. Cicero had J*^^^ ^ 
formerly undertaken the defence of Popilius, when he wa$ ^ 
under a profecution for the murder of hi$ own father, and 
by the power of his eloquence faved him from an infa-* 
mous death : but the ungrateful wretch, unmindful of for- 
mer obligations> and wholly intent on ingratiating himfelf 
with Antony, had protnifed to find out Cicero, wherever 
)ie lay concealed, and bring him his head. He found the- 
doors of his houfe fhut, but breaking them open, and 
(parching in vain every corner, he threatened to put all 
the Haves in the houfe to the torture, if they did not im^ 
mediately declare where their mafter lay concealed. The 
faithful flaves, without betrayiiig the leaft fear, anfwered 
with great conftancy and refolution, that they knew no| 
where he was. At length a young man, named Philok>» // dtft^ 
fgiXA (Z), who had be|;n flave to Quintus, and afterwards wr#<i 
enfranchifed by him, and infl;ru£):edl)y Cicero in the liberal 
arts and fciences with all the tenderncfs of, a father, dif- 
covered to the tribune, that Cicero's domeftics were then 
carrying him in a litter through the clofe and (hady walks 



(Z) -Plutarch feems to que- 
ftion what feme authors have 
writtep of the treachery of Phi- 
)ologus ; at leafi he tells vrs, 
that this circumllaQce was un- 
known to Tiro, Cicero's eman- 
^pated flave, who- publiihed an 
^ount of lus life, which iii» 



Plutarch's-time was in great ie*> 
queft, but has not reached ours* 
Appian tells us, that Cicero 
was betrayed and difcovered by 
one Cyrillus, who had formerly 
ferved Ciodiud, his mortal ene- 
my. 
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t» 1Jbe^«>fide» * Uptoivdifo}iiiformatbi^Fo}nnu8| wjtfa/om 
dfv his atlendaiit$> baftene4 to the piaocv w)iere. bewastov- 
come^out, while Hereoiiios witb- the reft&lhyweditl^elittqr^ 
through' the narrow paths% As foon aa Cioero pcrceived> 
HerenniuS) he oommanded his fqrvacKs to £et. downhia^ 
litter, and ftroking, acoording to bia^ cuftoniy hk beardi 
with his left hand) he put out hiahead^ and looked: at. the 
aAa^s with greatintrepidity^ Thiip qohftanqiC) which thejjii 
didinot eacpedt from hii9, bis. face disfigured. and emaciated, 
with oare^ and troubles^ his hair an^ beard in difoi^^, {^ 
affefbed the foldier^ who attended HereaAius> that they co^ 
vered' their eyes with their* hands, ^ile he cut off his head^ 
and) purfaant to Atitony's diFiMOioas, his ri^ht hand, with, 
which- he had' written* the Philippics. With thofe trophiea 
of^ their erueky, Her ennius* and Popilins nctiirned lo Rome^ 
and laid them befoFS' Antony, w})tle be was holding, an* a£i 
ftmbly ai the people for^^the ele<flion, of new magifbates. 
The tyrant no iboner beheld them, nban he cried: out- in an 
iN'anfporft of j<>y> ''^'Nowtet there be^aaeiid of aU ourpxo« 
Ibripsions : Itve^ RoinanSy live in fa£ecy>; you have nothing 
more* to fear^f^ Me took the head- hi' his hand, and gazed 
on i^ a*k>ng tkne-with-g^ta^ fatisfa^Uon^ finiKng at a ficbt 
which drew tears tirom all who were prefent* Afcec 
he had fatiated bis oruel and revengefttl temper with, fa 
difmal a fpedacle, he fent the head of the oratoc to h» 
wife Piilvia, who was even more oruel than the triti(invir^ 
and had borne an implacable haired to Cicevo ever fioca 
the time of her firft hulband P. Clpdiua, who was flain i^ 
Mile. 

This inhvman monftei^ after having inful}ed the pooj 
rem^uns of her enemy with the moft injuriojas reproachesst 
took the head in her lap, and, dravring out- the tonrae 
which had utt<yed many bitter inve^rves agaitift both her 
huAands, pierced it feveral times with a golden bodkin, 
which flie wore in her hair. When (he had thus fatiated 
hey impotent rage^ Antony ordered both the head and the 
hand to be fixed on the roftra, where Rome could not> 
without horror, behold the- cenfiains of- a man. whp^ k(d« fo 
' often triumphed in that very place by the force and charms 
9£ bid eloquence ^ Tbu^ fell the greafeft prator tt^ly, or 
perhaps any other country^ ever prodoeed. He waa un- 
doubtedly a fincere lov^r of his co^tr^y^ which he had 
ferved, and even faved from deftru&4on y b<it his patriotifm 
was on fome occa&ons rendered inefie£lua) by his pwfillani- 

t Veil. PatercuU lib. ii. cap. 66. Seneca in Sgafor. Orat. 7. Plttt, 
iA Cic. Dio> lib. xlvii. Appian. Kb. iv. -^Tacit* Dialog, de Orat. 
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initfr;. and fais! virtues. w^e urnUbe4.^tH% $;>me oiher dc^r . 
fe£b, which, have thrown, ^a (hade uj^/on, bi^ regutaiion* 
He w^ vain, p a degieQ o£ childiflmeC^ ;. loid fjrQg:ii hisf pri^ 
vate letters it appea/^,, that he wa«. not fi?ee, frqm 8^je£^ 
flattery, fel&lb yiews, and double dealing. 

In tne midft pt all the flaughter whichi defolated Rome,. LepiJ4s*$ 
Lepidus refoiyedr to triumph) on acci^ujxt of fomiQ incgnfi- triumph* 
durable advantages he had formerly gained, over tbp reKolciedf 
Spaniards. The 4ecree>, impov^riiig him to enjoy this bor 
npur,. 'was ifTuedby himfelf with the confent.a^d approhar 
tipn of bi&.two cplieagues^ and began thu^.; ^^ To all tbof<i. 
who ihalL honour ouj- tsriiimph with- facrlfiqes, feafting^. 
^nd other demonitratiqn^ of joy^ health, and good fortuni? ;, 
but to others n^ifi^iy ^dprofcrjption/' Xhis decree diiew 
greater crowds^to hia>,t;^umph thaa had ever been feen o^ 
the like occafioO': He /ywaa attended by all the nobility oif 
Rome, who ftrove t(f outvie each other in offering facrifices^ 
fgr the fafety of l^^pid^si and bis^colleagueg, and in &a^. 
ing their friends and the friend,s of the^ triumvirs. L. 
Munatii|S.Pta^t|& was, like wife decreed a, trHunph. fqr fome 
exploit he had performed in Gaul " (A). 

The trioiQvi^, haying (bed the blood (B). of to many iU Thi etudtf 
luilri'oM^ Qiti2;ens, began tp think o£ raifing the nece&ry «»^ »v^- 
fiYms. for Qarrying^pn the war againft Brutus and Cai&us. ricfoftk$ 
Tley feiaed on the; eftates^ of the profcribjcd, defrauding ^^"""^^'^ 

* 

V Vide Grut InfcripC. p. 1^7. & Apfjan. lib- iv. p« 607. 

(A) As it w«$ cufbtnsury fbr ( &) Noching fo ftrongly 

^e foldifirs^ to (ing during the proiies the Aiperior roagnani*^ 

faum^nl prbceiSon, 'faturical mity of J)ii)iu^ CscOu*-, as hi^i 

ytcris^ on the victorious gene- diidaiDiaft to glue his. refeot* 

rabf. the foUowinjg were often meat wdi^ blood, and tp con'- 

fcpeated on this occafiop, ;, fult his ojvn perfonal fafety by 

^* tie Germanis, non de Gallis fuch infamous and inh^map 

duo triumphant confulfes." The profcriptione which had been 

l«atiti word Gcrmani fignifies pra^ifed by Man us and Sylla^ 

ix^^Myh-othersy and the inhar even with more defblation and 

hltants of Germany ; fo that the brutality than- appeared upon 

▼erfes might be underftood as this feooad occaiion. Cas^r's 

importing, eithei? that the de* clemency probably pcc»fiointeit 

figned conful^ triumphed over his death ; and in all probabtHtir 

the Germans, or over their bro- this eonfidefpa^iou, co-opeifair 

thers ; for they h^d both pro* ing with private revenge, gavet 

cured the prQfcripjtion of their birth to tbepcoCcriptioaof thu. 

brothers, or at leafi confented triumvirs. 

(1) Yelk Patfircul. Ub, iit c«p, 67, 

the. 



60 Tbe Reman HiftoTj. 

tlie widows and arphans of their right of inheritance and 

fucccffion. They burdened the people with grievous taxesj, 

feized all the gold and filvcr, whether in plate or fpecie, 

they could lay their hands on, and took away by force im- 

menfe fums, belonging both to ftrangers and citizens of 

Rome, which had been depofited in the hands of the Veftal 

virgins. But all thcfe expedients proving infufficient to 

make up the fum of two hundred thoufand talents, which 

they judged neceffary to defray the charges of the war, 

IThe Ro^ tjjgy ^fg^ ,jp 2 jjft Qf fourteen hundred of the richeft ladiesi 

mtn taxed, ^^ Rome, mothers, daughters, relations, or allied to fttch 

perfons as they had profcribed, and taxed them z^l equally, 

and at an extravagant r^te. In this emergency the ladies, 

after having had recourfe in vain to the female relations of 

. the triumvirs, agreed to go in a body, and plead their 

i ab%^ caufe at the tribunal of thofe magiftrates, while they were 

t»thi adminiftering juftice in the forum. Having made their 

triumvirs, way through the crowd, and the numerous guards attend* 

ing the tyrants, they demanded audience. The 'triumvirs, 

alarmed at fuch an unufual fight, ordered their guards to 

difperfe them ; but one of them was at length permitted 

to fpeak ; and the perfon the fuppliants chofe for this pur- 

pofe was Hortcttfia, the daughter of the celebrated orator 

Hortenfius. She die} not difgrace the charaSer of Jier fa-. 

ther ; but on the contrary pronounced a noble remoii- 

ftrancc, replete with energy and fpirit* The triumvirSj^ 

provoked at the boldnefs of her fpeccn, and fearing it might 

occafion fome fuddcn tumult, ordered their U£^ors to drive 

away fuch troublefome fuppliants; but the people crying 

out againft fuch violence, they adjourned the affair to the 

next day, when, to appeafe the multitiidc, who had openly 

fefpoufed the caufe of the women, they reduced their numr 

ber from one thoufand four hundred to four hundred ; but' 

at the fame time taxed above a hundred thoufand men, asi 

well ftrangers as citizens, without exempting the priefts» 

obliging them to pay in^mediately the fiftieth part of their 

eftateb, and a whole year's revenue ^. 

And now the triumvirs, having caufed about three hun- 
dred fenators, and two thoufand knights to be inhumanly 
maffacred, and raifed by a thoufand extortions the neceffary 
fums for their eaftern expedition, aflembled at laft the few 
^hi pn* fenators they had left alive, and entering the fenate-houfc, 
^^^^1j^ declaredi that the profcription was at an end. Lepidus 
endeavoured to juftify their paft proceedings, and alTured 

♦ Dio, Appian.* ibid. "' 
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rte fconfcript fathers, that for the future he at lead: (houlE 
give them no occafion of complaint (B). 

After this welcome declaration, the triumvirs appointed, ffn trium* 
of their own authority, without fo much as aflembling the *'^7 ^t" 
people, the confuls for the enfuing year. Thefe were M. ^*'f**' 
jEmiHus licpidus the triumvir^ and Lucius Munatius Plan- fgrlj^^l^ 
cus. As Antony and Oftavianus were wholly intent oti /^r y^'ivfvtf 
their grand expedition into theEaft againd Brutus and Caf- yiors* 
fius, they named, in concert with Lepidus, confuls, pr^of^, 
and sediles, for feveral enfuing yean?, choofing for thofe 
great offices fueh perfons as they ail approved o^ and could 
rely on. This precaution fcemed ncceffary, to prevent the 
people from railing to thefe dignities, during their abfence^ 
men ill-afFefted to the triumvirate. When they had thus 
fettled matters in the city, Antony and Oftavianus divided 
both the money and troops ; and then fct out, the former 
for Brundufium, and the latter for Rhegium, where the 
fleets appointed to tranfport them into the Levant were 
ready to take the forces on board, and put to fea with the 
firft favourable wind. Before we relate the great events 
whfch determined the fate of the republic, we fliall giv€ a 
fuccind account of what palTed in the Eaft, from the re- 
du£lion of Laodicea by Caf&us, to the arrival of Antony 
•nd O^^vianus in Macedon. 

Caffitts, having made himfelf mafter of all Syria, refolved Cafflms re* 
next to invade Egypt ; for Cleopatra had not only declared Jfi*^*'^ 
for the triumvirs, but was ready to join them with a power- *£^^, l^* 
ful fleet : but, as he was on his march, he was recalled by ifrecalled 
Brutus, who, by repeated letters, preiTed him to come and iy BrtUm^ 
join him againft the triumvirs, who were making a dread- 
ful havock of their friends in Italy, and affembling forces 
with a defign to pafs into Macedon. As Caffius had a great 
cfteem and veneration for Brutus, he dropped his enter- 
prise uponE^ypt; and committing the government of Sy- 
ria to his brother's fon with one legion, he departed virith 
all the reft to meet his colleague. On his march he de* 
tached a body of horfe into Cappadocia, with orders to 
put king Ariobarzanes to death, upon an information that 
he had confpired againft him, and kept up a private cor- 
refpondence with his enemies. His orders were put in 

(B) But 0^avianii9 openly the fatal decree which doomed 

declared, ** That he (lill referved fo many citizens to die, yet he 

to himfelf the liberty of punifli- was the moft cruel and inexora* 

"iiig the guilty." And indeed ble of the three in the cxccu-^ 

Suetonius tells us, that though tipn of it« 
be was at firUt umvilling to fign 

execution. 
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ftoecdtMi, aiid^ after the king'sxleaih, ^ffeatfums raifcd Ml 
his fubjeAsi who were looked upon by Caffius ^s difaffedled 
h tauktd to the republican par^y. As he^ pafled hy Tarfus, he remit- 
nokh e4m* tcd the ttR, of the heavy UXf which he had. formerly laid 
Hf^f^^ op th^ inhabitants for fiding with Dolabella, and refufipg 
\^^^' to fupply with proviHons the troops which TuUius Cimber, 
^^* one of the confpirators, was leadii^ into Syrian This con^ 
du£l of the Tarfenfes, after they had entered into an alliance 
' ^i(h Caftiue, and even prefented him with a crowp of gold^ 
fo provoked the republican general, that he condemned 
them to pay fifteen hundred talents; for the jaifing of 
which fum^ they firft fold the lands belonging tathe public* 
.and the ornaments of their temples^ -afterwards their chil- 
dren of both fexes, and at laft their women and old mea. 
^s the money 4iccruing from thefe fales did not amount to 
the fum of fifteen hundred talents, they were at laft forced 
to fell fome of their young men, who were fit to bear arms } 
but the unhappy pexfonsy preferring death to flavery, dc^ 
ftroyed themfeWes. Caffius, either touched with their mi^ 
fery^ or afhamed of bis own oppreflion, forgave them the 
•r«ft of the payment, and exempted them from all tributes 
'ibr the future. From Tarfus he purfued his march into 
'Ada, to join Brutus ^. 

That general, being jmafter of all Greece, Macedon^ and 

^Illyricum, had refolv^ to invade Afia with the greater part 

of his army, and was already on his march, when news 

were brought bim, that Caius Anton ius, whom he had 

•ttiken prifoner, had raifed a fedition among the troops that 

were left in Macedon. In confequence of this intelligence^ 

hit returned, <|uelled the tumult, and having clofely con« 

£ned Caius in the city of Apollonia, purfued his march, 

ifniut 'dnd pafied over into Ada, where he was joined by all the 

paffes vuif vprinces of that country, and among the reft by Deiotarus, 

i9|0 Afia, .jcing or retrarch of Galatia, though he had refufed to af&ft 

•Cafuus. While Brutus was in Afia, Caius Antonius, bav- 

>ing found means, even in his confinement, to corrupt many 

of his foldiers> attempted to make his efcape; but the plot 

beiag difcovered, Antonius was more clofely confined, and 

•the<guihy foldiers forced to take refuge on^a-neighbouijiig 

• hil), where they feemed determined to defend themfelvcs, 

and rather undergo any hardfhips than fubmitto.the will 

rff their ofBcers Caius Clodius, to whofe cuftody Brutua' 

had committed the feditious prifoner, fearing he might 

raife new dlilurbances, and at length make his efcape, put 

X Plut. in Bruto, Appiatn. lib. iv. p. 625* & lib. T,p.675f Dio« 
lib. xivii. 

him 



iifitt tq^Jfeath ; HJtit whether of his own authority, br ty Caius An^ 

%hites's orders, is uncertain (C). ' '^»''«^ /«< 

'Bratiis, apprehenfire that the death of Antonias might ^^ ^^''^' 

•occdfioti inftjrre&ons in Macedon, left Afia, and haftify 
Tepaired thither- On his arrival, he put himfelf at the 

'h^d of a legion, andtiwrched againft the mutineers, whom 

'fee foon forced to file for mercy. His officers prefTed hiiw Thggrgat 
io puniih' at lead a fmall number of the mutineers, in ord^r ^j^^'^^ ^ 

^IS^dctcx others from the like praftices. The general feemed ^''*'*^* 
to^yicld to their importunity ; and having ordered a g^litfy 

'to begot ready, caufed the ringleaders of the late tumult 
to be put on board of it, as if he Intended to have them 

*thrown into the fea, and droWned ; but in the mean time, ^ 

'he gave prfvate orders to the commander of the galley to 

•convey them to fome place of fafety y. 

Binitus, having' thus quieted all difturbances in Macedon, Brutus mmt 
teti^ed to Afia, and advanced in all hafte to Smyrna, Caffius 

*wher6 he had itppointed to meet GafSus. Without all meet at 
doubt the interview was tender and interefting. They v^ere ^•2^'**^ 

♦toot only intimate friends, embarked in the fame important 
.concern, but their union was corroborated by the ties of ' 
'alliance ; for Gaffius had married Julia, the filler of Brutus. 
This meeting could not but be doubly agreeable to botb^ 
Vben they compared their prefent flourifliing circumftances 
whh the poor forlorn condition in which they had quitted 
Italy. In the courfe of their deliberations, Brutus propofed 

"that all their forces Ihould be tranfported into Macedonia 
and Thcffaly, to make head againft the triumvirs, who ^ 

"would in all probability land their army in one of thofc 

'Countries : but.Caffius was of opinion, that they (hould firft 

" reduce the Rhodians and Lycians, that they might not leave 
two fuch formidable maritime powers, unfubdued, behind 
them ; for both thofe nations had refufed to pay them any 

» contributions, or to take any part in the war, under pre- 
tence of maintaining' a ftrift neutrality, though it was well 

'known that they had fent fucQOurs fecretly to the triumvirs. 

Brutua readily came into the opinion of Caflius, who was Refi!ution$ 

'deemed an ofiicer of great experience. It was therefore taken at 

•agreed, that Brutus (hould march againft the Lycians, and their in* 
Caflius fail with Jiis fleet againft the Rhodians ; but as Bru- '''^^'"'^ 

r Di(\, Aptplan, ibid. 

(C) Thus Dig CafEus. But tonius ; and adds, that, on this 
Plutarch tells us, that Brutus account, Antony, having after- 
no fooncr heard the news of Ci- wards taken Hortenfius in the ' 
cero's death, than he fent orders battle of Philippi, flew him oa 
• to Hortenfius to»kill Caius An- his brother*g ton\b,^ 

ftt« 
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tns had expended great fums in equipping i fleet, lie A^ 
fired Caffius to (hare with bim the immenfe treafure hef had 
^maifed in Afia* This demand was refented by the friendsi 
of CafTiuS) who endeavoured to dilTuade him from comply-c 
ing with the jud requeft of Brutus, faying^ that it was nqt 
reafonable the money which he had faved with fo much 
parfiraony, or got with fo much envy, (hould be difpofed 
of to enrich Brutus's foldiers, and to, make him populaj:* 
But Caflius was prevailed upon to give fiim a third part of 
the treafure he had amaiTed by every fpecies of extortion ^. 

The Rhodians, in order to avert the impertding ftorm^ 
fent ambaiTadors to Caffius> to difluade hini from com- 
mencing hoftilities againft a nation, which, though very 
' powerful at fea, was willing to obferve the moft fcrupulous 
neutrality during the prefent difputes. But he plainly told 
them they had nothing to expe£t bUt war and invafion, un- 
lefs they would efpoufe (ils caufe, and join him immedi- 
ately with their fleet. They fent a fecond embafly in the 
-ptxiOTi of Arcdelaus, who had been his maflier when he ftu-^ 
died at Rhodes, and, now conjured him by their ancient 
friend(hip to fpare his country *, but Cafliu^ remained deaf^ 
to all his remonftrances, and the Rbodians^ thus repuUed, 
began to make preparations for war. 

They lent their admirals, Alexander and Mnafeas, to fea 
with a fleet of three and thirty ihips of war, which falling 
in with the fquadron of Caffius commanded by Statius 
Murcus, ofl^ Cnidos, a battle enfued* anid was long main- 
tained with equal valour on both fides \ but at length the 
Rhodians were worfted, and obliged to retire with confi- 
derable lofs. Caffius, ivho beheld the difpute from a neigh- 
bouring mountain, immediately embarked his forces at Lo- 
ryma, a maritime town of Caria,. oppofite to the ifland of 
Rhodes, where his army landing, fortified themfelves, while 
he, with a fleet of eighty fliips of war, blocked up the city 
by fea. The Rhodians hazarded a naval engagement once 
mors ; but being defeated again, their city was invefted 
and taken, after a fiiort but vigorous refiftance. 

On this occafion, Cafllus indulged his natural difpoCtiofi, 
which was equally cruel and. rapacious. The inhabitant% 
feeing him mafterof the place, flocked to him from all 
quarters, calling him their king and mafter; but Cafllus, 
abhorring thofe titles, ^* I am neither your king nor mafter, 
(faid he), but (he deftroyer of a tyrant, who would have 
^een your king and mafler.*' He then caufed a tribunal to 
be raifed in the market-place, and feating himfelf on it. 



Plot, in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. 626* Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 346. 
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l^kH a ^e^r planted before Inm, comtna<i4t4 fifty of the CaJ/lat 
citiseM to be p«i€ to ^eath m bis prefevic€. He condemned ^reatj the 
t«reiity<^Te to perpetual exite \ ne plsndeved all the tern- ^^^'jf''^^ 
^8 ; commanded uidivi^aak to bmig him alt their gold, ^1^ ^^'^^^ 
filver, ^Ad talnaUe efe£b, eaufing thofe to die by the 
kand oi the coitttftloii elteciuiofier wbo were cofiviAed of 
having jfeereted any part of their ^ealtb j encouraging ui« 
formers witk rewards, and offering liberty to thoft laves 
wbo'fliotildi ia this inftancey betray their mafters. By thefe 
Ri&Ridus means he raif^d, over and aboqra the plunder of 
the temples, the fum of eight thoufand talents, at the ex« 

E^nce of private citizens. Having thus reduced and pil« 
ged the city of Rhodes, be returned to the continent, 
leaving LneittS Varus with a ftrong garrtfon on the iOand, 
to ejrael a fine of five hundred talents more* On the con* 
tinent be was informed, that Cleopatra had \tSt Egypt, and 
failed with a nnmerous fleet to join Antony and Oc^avia^ 
Hus. tJpoA this intelligence, he fent Statius Marcos with 
fixty fliips of War> and a legion on boardt to cruiie off the 
eoaK of Feloponnefus, with orders to pillage that rich coun* 
try, and keep near the promontory of Txaarus, in hopes 
et meeting with Cleopatra's fleet ; but her navy was dif* Cliopatra*$ 
perfed hy a vioknt dorm, and moft of her (hips were daihed J^'* ^^A 
to pieees <m the coaft of Africa ; which misfortune obliged P^'^^ h 
her to return home, and lay afide for the prefent all thou^ts ^^^^^ 
of afifting the triumvirs. Caffius, having now no enemies 
behind him, began his march to rejoin mucus, obliging all 
the provinees of Afia, as he palled through them, to pay^ 
^ari^ottt the leaft abatement, ten years taxes. 

While CaiEus was thus employed againfl: the Rhodians» 
Bmtns carried the war into Lycia, agreeable to the fcheme 
conceited between him and his colleague. Before he be- 
gan hoftilides, be fent to the Lycians, to demand a fupply 
of me^ and money, which was refufed : at the fame time, 
they tocA' meafures ixsft fecuring their frontiers T but their 
detachments being driven from their polls, he entered their 
dominions with his army, reduced all their townsand open 
-foliages; and finally invefted their capital Xanthus, which 
was reckoned one of the ftrongell cities of Afia. The in- 
habitants were as great enthulialls for liberty as Brutus him- 
felf or any of bis confederates ; but it does not appear that 
the deftroyer of tyrants paid them any regard on this a^ 
count s on the contrary, he refolved to reduce them to fla- 
very ; ^and they determined to maintain their independ- 
ieney to the laft extremity. In a wordi Br^t^s carric4 
on his G|pefatioAS with great vigour; and the Xanthj- 
ans defended themfeUes with the moft obftiaace valour. 
VpL. XII. F • Finding, 
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Finding, however, that all their flqll and bravery iitrere lA^ 
fufficient to prote£k them againft the efie£ls of the Rom^n 
machines, which had made feveral breaches in their waU9f 
they endeavoured by various means to efcape flavery^ Some 
attempted to fave themfelves by diving under water ; but 
thefe unhappy wretches were caught in nets fpread for the 
purpofe. They had recourfe to a general failly, hdping to ' 
make their way through the beliegers, and efcape to tho 
mountains ) but the humane Brutus, fufpe£ling their defign^ 
laid an ambufh for thofe miferable people, who were ilaugh- 
tered without mercy. Thus driven to defpair, the; Xanthi«* 
ans had nothing farther in view than to fell their lives as dear 
;i$ pof&ble to the Romans. They repeated their fallies;.and 
fet fire to the engines of the enemy. In one of their re- 
treats, a body of two thoufand Romans entered with them 
pell-mell ; and muft have perifiied had not a company of 
Oenoandes, in the fervlce of Brutus, found means, by climbs 
ing a deep rock, to get into tl^e city, and open a pofterti. by 
which the Roman army was admitted. Their introduce 
tion was facilitated by a conflagration produced from foroe 
fparks blown by a high wind from the machines which \k»d 
been fet on fire. In this emergency Brutus, fearing the 
whole city might be deftroyed, ordered his foldiers to lay 
^ afide all thoughts of revenge, and affift the inhabitants in 
Thedi/pf^ quenching the fire ; but the Xanthians, feized with a kind 
rati rifolu' ^f frenfy, to drive away the foldier^ who came to their af* 
*Xanthians ^^^^"^^ 5 nay> they themfelves, gathering together reeds, 
' wood, and other combuilible matter, fpread the fire ovef 
tl^ whole city. Brutus, feeing the flame blaze out in a 
;noft frightful manner, and extremely defirous of faving the 
place, mounted his horfe, and riding round the v^alls, 
ftretched forth his hand to the inhabitants, begging of them 
that they would fpare their own lives and fave the town (D).. 
.But his entreaties were not regarded % the Xanthians were 
immoveably determined not to ou^tlive the lofs of their li-. 
berty. 
It^ancit Some of them killed their wives, their children, and their 
•f the fury .flaves,and then leaped into the flames. Not onlj^ the men^ 
^^ddifpmr jj^ the women, and even the children, ran, like wild beafts^ 
thi<M$' ^*^ ^^ enemy's fwords, or threw themfelves headlong from 
the top of the walls. Some children were feen oflFering 
.their throats, or opening their brealb to their fathers' fwords, 
-and begging they would take away that life which they had 

(D) He might have had the wretched inhabitants to efcape 

town entire with all its treafure, to the mountains, when they 

and feme praife for his cle* made a general fally with that 

. mency, had he allowed the intent. 

. . - ^iven* 
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^▼eb. When the city was almoft wholly reduced tO afliety 
a ^bman was found, who had hanged hei felf, \(rith htr 
young child faftened to her heck, and the tbrch in her hand9 
with which flie had fet fire to her bwii houfe. When this 
was related to Brutus, he i^ faid to have biirft into tears^ 
and proclaimed a reward to any ibldier who fllould fave a 
Xanthiah} but, with all his care, he cbuld only preferve 
one hundred and fifty, aiid thofe ihUch igaitlft tneir incli- 
nation *. 

Froni Xanthus Briittis led his atniy agaihfl P^tara, an- Brians m» 
other city of Lycia $ biit knowing that cruelty and dppref- ^'«wjrr/ 
fion were bad recdmmeiidatibhs of a man Who profeflcd plf"" ^ 
himfelf the patron of liberty, he feht deputies, dehring the by^^h 
inhabitants would fubmit, Without obliging^ him to treat mtihoib^ 
th^m as he had treated the Xanthians. They atlfwered, 
that they chofe to die like brave men, rUther than purcbafe 
life at the expence of liberty. Then the Roman generalv 
tried to intimidate them into fubmiffion by caufing the mi- 
ferable remains of the Xanthians to be fold as ilaves Under 
their walls. But this expedient ferved only to render them 
more obftinately determined to preferve tbemfelves free to 
the laft extremity. 

Accident, however, performed what all his remonftrances off^^at 
tould not effedl : one of his {Parties, in fcouring the cotin<^ Ungikfium 
try, happened to meet fome of the chief women of Patara^ ^*' * 
whom thfey took prifoners, and carried to Bruttis, who im<^ 
mediately difmifTed them without ranfom. Thefe Tetum<» 
ing into the city, and extolling the clemency, juftice, and 
iemperance of Brutus, prevailed upon their hufbands and 
relations, who were all leading men, to fubmit, and deli* 
yer the city into his hands (£). 

Brutus, having reduced all Lycia, left that country, and 
entered Ionia, where he found the rhetorician TheodotuSf 
who had been the counfellor and caufe of Pompey^s death. 
This infamous, mifcreant had fled from Egypt on the arri- 
val of Caefar at Alexandria, and, fince that time, wandered 
about in Afia from town to town, hated and abhorred by 
all men. Brutus no fooner knew he was in Ionia, than he 

* Plut. in Bruto. Appian. lib. iv. p. ^ly^is* 

(E) Plutarch tells us, that Rhodians. Appian writes, tha|[ 

the Roman general exacted only Brutus, after the example ot 

^ hundred and fifty talents of Caflius, ordered the Patarenfe8> 

the whole nation; a very incon- on pain of death, to bring him 

fiderable Aim, if compared with all their gold and filver, pro- 

that of eijrht thoufahd talents^ miiing rewards to fuch as (bould 

which Ca$u9. extorted from the difcover any hidden treafures. 
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Thfodofut t'aufcd tiim to be fcized, and ifacrificed to the manes trf t!l^ 
put to death flluftrious Roman ^ iTits memotabte aft of juftice waST 
^^*'*'*' |;r^atly applauded by every hbneft Roman, ^nd all th<* 
princes of Afia, who had a great veneration for Aetnemory 
of Pompey. From Ionia, BrutuS marched into Lydia, and 
ftopping at Sardis, the metropolis of that country, waited 
there for Caflius, who, after the reduction of Rhodes, was, 
by agreement, to rejoin hiih in the Neighbourhood of that 
Brttt^s and city. When Caffius approached, Brutus went forth to re« 
f^ff^^ ' ceivc |iim ; and their ^meeting was celebrated by the loud 
^fjls. fliouts and acclamations of their armies, who faluted them 
* Both, with the title oi imperator. After mutual compli- 
ments and congratulations, they retired to a private apart* 
fnent, in order to fettle fomc differences which had arifeiY 
j'^^f betwixt them, from motives of jealoufy anddifttuft. Cer- 
iweenthe ,^^^" *^ ^^» ^^^ difpufed with great warmth, reproaching and 
iiutt gen$' accufing each other with the moft acrimonious exjpreflions, 
rals. and at laft burfting out into tears. Their friends, who flood 

without, hearirig thetn fo loud and angly, began to be 
afraid -their quarrel would be attended with dangerous co/i- 
fequences j but they durft not interrupt them, having bfteri 
forbid to enter the room. Not with (landing this prohibi- 
tion, M. Favonius, who valued himfelf more upon a cyni- 
cal liberty of fpeaking^what he pleafed, than upon the dig- 
nity of a fenator, breaking through the attendants, enteted 
the room, and, without knowing the fubjeft of the difpute, 
pronounced with a theatrical tone, a verfe which Homer 
puts in the mouth of Neftor, fignifying, ^ Be ruled ; for I 
am elder than you both/' Caflius laughed at hisbuffoonery ; 
but Brutus, offended 2it his fntruGon, thrufl: him oi!(t, call- 
ing him a dog, in allufion to his fed, and a counterfeit phi- 
lofopher. This incident, however, put an end to the dif- 
pute ; CaJSius provided a fupper that night, a(hd Brdtus in- 
vited his friends to it. Favonius came lA, and took the 
moft honourable place, though Brutuis tol(l him, that he Waft 
i^ot invited; but, after all, he diverted the company; and 
the entertainment was feafpned witli many failles bf wit 
and pleafantry ^ 
Brnttu^s Next d9.y Brutas, upon the acoufation of the in|iabitants 

*£*'J* of Sardis, publicly condemned and branded with infamy Lu- 
chis Pella, who had been formerly cenfi^, ^mdtrftfen tta^ 
jfloyed by Brutus himfelf in offices of truft, for >having em- 
bezzled thepublic money. This fenfcnfce offended Caffiirs^ 
who but a fe\V days before had publicly aWfoivdi two of his 
<jwh friends, and continued then^ in their offices, though 

fc ftu't, m tgfjTlp/& Biuto. * « Wut, Jta Brttto. 

accufcd 



tccfif«4 of A^iiuafr.ciime- He didW Q^m^^i Ws fcntir 
fDqijVtf c^ 4^if bcald horn Brutus, whon^ l^e chid for being 
%QQ iigptp,}ffijf JU0:, wteu their inter^ft i;<:quired 'f9i;pe r.e- 
^s|t^9l}r In aQfyer to this leprQach^ Brutu/s reminded hin) 
of the i4^pi M^oph, tjie day on whicfh they .h?d fcilkd Cae- 
far, ;5/i^ hiroCeif neitlvw: vc:^p^ ^O'* opprefled uiaokindi but 
Mr»s ^be Cu{^pit .q£ tbofe wl^ did. lie dieHred hiia tp cgn- 
ficlcTy that u juftice could bq neglcftcd under any colour oj- 
pretepcei it Ijud t^een better jto have fufTered the injuftice of 
CaeliMT'f fxjke^, than to give impunity to their qwn ; " Foe 
then (£^4 he) we could have been accufed of cowardice 
only ^ w)ipa^ ^owj ^ ^c connive at the inji^dice of others, 
y/c iia^9.oi;r^ii;es liable to the fajcne accufationj and ihare 
mtk -^w in the guilt •*.'* 

■J^ tifj94'^pubUcan jgenerals, being noM^ mafters of aU 
tl^e e;^4f^ pa:avince3, from Kf acedon ^o the ^uphrate^, aftec 
fcvffi^ Con(ultation$9 refolved to march {xQn> Sardis tQ 
Abydus^ andcroffing thcHelle(pont, adyanqe into. Macedoq 
agwiil Antony an4 O,£l:aviapus,'who, notv^itUftajciding the ^^*^jf^ 
oppcfition they had met with from Statius JV^urcv^, had ^^^p' 
tr^fpoxted their tro^^, vrithout the lofs of one fingle flup, ^J!^J%^ 
to ^yrrachium. Frpmthence tliey detached JOecidius Sax?, Macedm. 
and Caiiis Nocbanys^ with eight legions^ to feize on the; 
ftre^hts leading from 'XhracelntoHacedon, in order tp pre* 
Fcut Qrutus and Caffius ravaging the country, before they 
had filled their magazines. Brutus and Caffius, upon the 
firA Intelligence of thefe motions^ left Sardis, and marched 
rapi41y to Abydus, wl^ere they had appointed the Lyciau 
fleet to meet them^ and tranfport their forces frotm Afia in^ 
to JEurope.' It was on this march that Brytus. is reported 
io h?vc feen a ghoft or fpcft^e in his tent, . . 

Pli^arch tells us, th^t as^be fat alone mufing,in.his,tent Story of an 
at midnight with a dim light burning before him, he heard, ''i^^r^'i^^* 
9n a f^dden, an unufualnoife at the door, whicll.flpw ppen^ 
Brutusi^ cafling his eye towaifds the place whence the noifc 
(^ame^ Uw a terrible and ftr^i^ge figure coming tpw]?»*ds him 
without peaking 5 but he undajuntedly addrefled the fpedr^ 
aft;ing it, ** What art thou ? a god, 01: a man ? or upb^ 
vhat. bufinefs doft thou cpme to u§ ?" /^ I ap (f^id th<e 
ghoft) tlw evil genius, Brutus \ thouihalt fee me again near 
Fhilq)pi* BrutuSf without betraying t^e leaft fear> an-» 
(wered. }?ol41y> ** Well, J will fee thce-there f upon whjch 
reply the apparition vaniihed. Brutus immediately called 
^^4?^]|t8j ytbo deelaredrtbey l)ad peither feen nor be^rd 
any thingt He continued watching the reft of the night, 

* .{)ift. Jn Bruto, 

F 3 . and 
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and as foon as it was day, went to give an acconnt of tWi 
ilrange event to Ca(&us> who juftly afcribed the viGon to 
a perturbation of mindj^ occafioned by long watching an4 
anxiety. He then accounted phyfic^Ily for the apparition 
from the Epicurean philofopby» to which be adhered. 
BrufuMund Both generals purfued their march to Abydus, and crioff- 
Caffimspafs Jng the Hellcfporit, took their route through Thrace, with 
^EurJpt^ a defign to diflodge Saxa and Norbanus, who had fetzed 
. ' the pafles between that country and Macedon (F). ' Upon 
their arrival in Thrace, they were joined by Rhafcnpplis, a 
petty king of that countty, who, at tbe^bead of three thpu- 
iand hor^, condu£led them, through private roads, to the 
place where the two generals of thetrjupivir^iwere encamp- 
ed with eight legions. Xbere Brutus and C^ffius thbognt 
it advifeable, before they attempted to force the pafles which 
were guarded by fuch a numerous body of the enemy, to 
nr^ r#- review their forces, pfFer a facrifice for the fuccefr of their 
ntuw t^fir arips, and remind their foldiers of the juftice of the caufe in 
Jorii^ I which they were engaged. Both armies pafTed in review 
before the two generals, and were found to confi(l of eighty 
thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe, including Ilo«. 
mans and auxiliaries. A facrifice was then pflfered with 
the utmoft folemnity, and innumerable viftims were killed. 
When this ceremony was over, the two generals appeared 
on a tribunal erefted for the purpofe, having on tlieir right 
^and the Roman fenators and magiflrates of their party, 
and on the l^ft the foreign kings and princes who had Jpinea 
them. Caffias took upon him to harangue. ' After having 
enlarged on the juftice of their caufe, the unheard-of cruel- 
ties committed by the triumvirs in Italy, and the miferable 
condition to which Rome was reduced, he concluded with^ 
informing them, that Brutus and he had agreed to give 
mHddt/ri" immediately two thoufand five hundred drachmas to each 
^ W foldier, five thoufand to each centurion, and double tha| 
vS/aU?!? fum to each tribune. This intimation could not but be 
agreeable to the army ; nothing was heard but (bouts of 
joy and loud acclamations, the foldiers and officers ^riving 
[o outdo each other in proteilations of fidelity, and an inviol- 
able attachment to the intereft of their leaders- The mo- 
ney was iminediately diilributed, and befides, confiderable 
prefents were made to the officers and commandera of th^ 
xbreign troops ; fo that the whole army marched with great 

(F) Plutarch' t^lls us, that, on tended the army, and were ftd 

their march, two eagles flew to by the foldiers till they came ta 

ihtm , and, lighting upon thetwo Philippi, where, the day before 

foremofl enfigns, continually at- the battle, they difapoeared. 

alacritf 
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.-alacrity towards the plain of Oricum, which was bounded 
towards Macedon by the ftraits we have mentioned before. 
Norbanus, upon the firft notice of the enemy's march, dif^ 

Satcbed an exprefs to Decidius^ who guarded the coaft qf the 
felaicgulf, intreating that officer to join him immediately. 
The two bodies, thus united, pofted themfelves fo advan- 
tageoufly in th« narrow pafles, that it feemed impdffible to 
diflodge them. 

Brutus being thus anticipated, confulted with Rhafcupo** 
lis, who being well acquainted with that country, told him 
there was another pafiage over the mountains ; but that 
they could not go that way in lefs than three days, and be- 
fides, would meet with no water during their march ; but 
if they could take water with them, he engaged tocondud 
them the fourth day to the river ArpefTus, which was but 
one day's march from the city of Philippi, by ways unknown 
€ven to the wild beafts. This expedient was adopted ; the TAgygit 
foldiers provided themfelves with water; and the generals ^^mdiht 
trufting entirely to the conduct of Rhafcupolis, began their -^S^^M* ^ 
march, Bibulus, fon-in*law to Brutus, marching with the ^^^JL 
Thracian prince in the van, and Brutus and Caffius bring«> thttntm \ 
ing up the rear. The hardfliips they undel-went on their 
toute can hardly be exprefied. The fourth day they Wicrc 
ready to fall upon Rhafcupolis, fufpe£ling him of treachery, 
when their fpies difcovering the river, teftificd their joy to 
the haraffed troops with loud ihouts, which were aniwered 
by the whole army, and heard even in the camp of Nor- 
banus and Saxa, who thereupon abandoned their pod, and ^j^h^ ahatf 
retir<;d precipitately to Amphipolis, that they might not be don that ^ 
furrounded. At the fame time they difpatchcd an exprefs ^• 
to Antony and 0£tavianus, acquainting them, that the 
enemy had paifed the ftreights, and were advancing towards 
the frontiers of Macedon. In confequence of this intelli- 
gence Antony, to prevent the enemy from pofleiFing them- Antony ar- 
felyes of Amphipolis on the Strymon, which the triumyirs ri^switk 
deiigned to make their place of arms, quitted the neighbour- 'f^'^^^P* 
hood of Dyrrachium, and, by long marches, reached Am- piai„s of 
phipolis. His arrival was fo fudden, and his march fo ex- PhUippU 
peditious, that Brutus and Cadius could not believe he was 
come, till they faw his vanguard advancing into the plains 
oi Philippi (G). In this plain, at a fmall diftance from the 

city, 

(G) This city, famous for fpeaking, to Thrace; but is 
the battle which was fought placed, by moft geographers, 
here, and for the epiftle which in Macedon, purfuant to the 
St. Paul afterwards wrote to its divifion which obtained ' ever 
inhabittAts, belonged, properly fince the time of Philip the 

F 4. father 
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Brutus and ci^^-wais a tifitig-groundy and there BrutiiB ei^trenched'lniftv 
Caffius pcft feif, while Caffins toed: pofTeflioii t>f. a poft equally advajib- 
them/elves tagecms, about three miles frooi BmtMs's oacnp, and utarer 
%7u^ti ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^ii?^ ^ commuAJcation freid oiie cainp 
$kifam ^ ^^^ oHier, and built a ftrong wall, which covered At in- 
fUfm. nerval between the entrenchments ^ ib that they ' ccwld not 
4iave wiflied for a more adtraiitageons fituaiaon^ having the 
plains of ifhilippi before them, the Strymon and n matft dn 
their left, the ftieight^ of Topnis on then* rights aBd.bebind 
^hem the fea, by which tneaxls they could be eaJBly fttppUed 
with all manner of provifions from Afia and 3icily, whicli 
ifland was in the hands of young Fompcfy *• 
. Antony was informed at Amphipdlis of the iidivaiitage^iB 
f, fituation of the enemy \ but neverthelefs, having 'kft«n that 
icityone legion, under Aie command of Finariiia^ he a&f 
■vanced boldly into the pliixt^ and eticamped ha fight t>f the 
tepubltcan gefiereik ; but did Hdt: attetnpt iiiiy thing tiU the 
^^Stfwk- arrival of 0£bavianii&, who joiiied htaa ten days ^ftaiTj hlivw 
S^JaT' ^^^ *'***' detained at Dy rfachkwB hy b fitxrf fickaeft. The 
fr99ps, ^rmy of Brutus and Csfffius ^onlfAad <e( ntnteiBli legions, 
Hmmhtr tf 4nd twenty th^cfand horfe, vndtfaat of the trinmms of t%e 
the troops ^ame number df legions, but more cotnpletei and tlurteel) 
of both ar* tfadufand horit i fo thit the fimes of IxJth flarties wenc 
^^^' pretty equal \ btit the troops of Brutos far ca:cdHed thdfc tti 

« the triumtirs in the riehnefs xi their apparel and arms, 
which were for the moft part adorned with gold and filver. 
Antony lay encamped oppoAte to Cafiius, and Brutus 
pver^againft OAavianus. The latter did nothing wordi rCv 
lating ; but Antony wa^ continually haraffing the enemy, in 
^hetrhm-^ order to draw them to a battle } for the forces df thetrium- 
njtrs begin y\^^ began very foon to be diftreffed for tirant of provifions, 
trovi^ having only Macedon and Thrace open to them, fi*cePom» 
' P^Jy Murcus, and Ahbnobarbus had, with . their feveral 
ieets, cut off all communication with Africa, Spain, and 
' Italy. On the other hand Bruttis and Caffius received daily 
fupplies from Afia And Sicily, and had amaficd ?greftt ftore 
of neceiTaries in the neighbouring city of Neapclis, and in 
the ifland of Thafos, whence they were conveyed, without 
the leaft danger^ to their refpe£Hve camps. Antony, in- 
deed, attempted to cut off their communication with the 
fea, by Opening u paflage^ through the tnarlb which lay be- 
tween them and the ihore ; and completed this great and 

« Plut. in Brut. Appian. Hb. iv. p. 4.€c. 

» 

' father of Alexander, who, ancient boundary of Maeedon, 
having reduced the country hr- and the NeiTus or Neftui, added 
' ^gbctwcD the Soymdn, tnc it to his hereditary kingdom. 

bold 
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]b0ld ttadertakit^ WCoretheenenj hadnottoe of .hb deGgna 
biftt Cai&tts no iboner fawi to his great furprize>.caftle6 aod 
lorrets appearing among the reeds, thaii^ . with incredible 
kb#iuv b« dreva IiM crois the marlb £ri9m Ids xiamp ^ite 
Uifthe. &a i a>iid lortifjring k with feowcf s and cames at pro-* 
per diftaaceS) maimaiaaedy notwithftauding Antony's utmoiL 
fSorpBf a free Gommuaicatison with ^he /esi» and the cities 
oa^b€ oo«ft. In tke mean tinse Tiirace and Macedon bein^ 
j}iut6 rxliauftedyjihe iwrnecous troops of the triumvirs wiert 
da% in greater want of nesccdartes^ with which thofe coun- 
irkw oould ao ioi^r i\ippiy them. This fca«H:ity made 
Anteayea^emelf d«6rdu8 of coining to a battle ^ which 
ibc^neiayi for that vie ry xoafon, carefully avoided. 

fia^ they «<;oatiniied in tliis refolutlon^ the triumvirs 
muft cither have rc^fr^ated lo^ Dyrrachium^ and £rom thence 
feturnod lo halyi, ;or attempted to force the ftrong intrench* 
jnegftts^ w.hich) in all jptfohability, would have proved fatal 
|o<them} hut firuUifi Ibcfn changed his opinion^ and) in a 
council ef war, which conilfted^of all the chief officers of 
|hc aroiy^ declared* that he was for puttmg the whole t9 Bmtiu m* 
the iffiie of a general engagement, that fo he. might either ^ff^f^n 
jeAore Roucie to her former liberty, or elfc deliver from ^S^> ^**; 
Iheir awfery £o maay nations, who were harafled with the ^o^^on^ 
^i^nces, lEoubles, and dangers^ of the war, Cafllus^ very Ciffiu* 
HOwiUing to pu| all to the hazard of a battle, enlarged on 
^ bad poftune of the enemy^s affairs, on thehr want of , 
pfovifions, and on the extremities to wiiich they muil be / 

{loa reduced. Erotus yielded to his reafons* and both ge- 
4ieml8 kept cldfe in their intrenchments, defpiiing the bra- 
jfUd^es of Antony, who advamced every day with his army 
m hatudia to the ytrj gates of their camp ; but in the mean 
fttine the undifeerning foldiery be^an to complain, and 
•afcrihe to cowardice theiprudentmea^resof their .generals; 
4hey even deiert^d in troops to the 'enemy, a circumftance 
which, together with the advantages the li&ht-horfe of the 
repiudilican geiierals had ^gained in feverafflcirmifhes, in- 
clined Brutus again to venture an engagement. 

Coffins ftiU oppofisd this meafure; l^t moft of the. officers, '^ 
fearing a general defertion, changed their opinions to that 
of Brutus ; fo that a general engagement was agreed to by Agfieral 
" a great majority, to which Caffius himfelf yielded at laft, ^'^^f^^*** 
after having fofetnnly declared, that he was ftill of a cod- S^^/y ^ 
crary opinion. Before the council broke up, it was refolv- thi tffictru 
«d to give battle nea^t day^ Brutus that night invited his 
friends to an enttrtainttient, at which he appeared very 
chearful, and full of hope, idiverting hisguefts with learned 
4ifcourfes till he weqt to reft* ^ Oiffiui iuii^d privately 

with 
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with a few of his moft Intimate friends, and, during Ac 
repaft, appeared thoughtful and filent, contrary to his tem- 
per and cuftom (H). 

Next morning by break of day a fcarlet coat of armour, 
axtiong the Romans the fignal of battle, was expofed on the 
tents of the two generals, who, while the troops were pre- 
paring to march out of their intrenchments, met in the 
WhutpaP middle fpace between the two campsi Caffius, defirous to 
ed between know what Brutus intended to do, in cafe fortune (hotild 
SZX P™'« ^*'^'' ^"^'"y' addreflcd him, at their firft meeting, 
fore the ' ^^^^ ' ** '^^^ g^^^ grant, O Brutus, that we mai^ now over* 
kattie^ come our enemies, and pafs the reft of our days together 
in repofe and profperity ! but, fince the greateft of human 
concerns are the moft uncertain, and fince it will be very 
dlfEcult jfor us to fee one another again, if the fuccefs of 
the battle (hould not anfwer our expeflation, tell me, what 
are you determined to do, to fave yourfelf by flight, or to 
die }** Brutus anfwcred, *' When I was young, Caffius, aftd 
unflcilful in aflFairs, I condemned Cato for laying violent 
hands on himfelf, thinking it irreligious in itfelf, and un- 
worthy of a man, to quit the poft in which Providence 
has placed him, and not to take and bear patiently what- 
ever the gods are pleafed to fend him. But my prefent ficua- 
tion has made me alter my opinion ; fo that, if Providence 
ihall not difpofe*^what we now undertake according to our 
wifhes, 1 am refolved to make no farther attempts, nor 
preparations for war, but to die contented with my fortune^ 
for I facrificed my life to the fervice of my country on the 
ides of March, in recompence for which I have ever fince 
lived with liberty and honour ^ At thefe words Caffius fmil-' 
ed ; and tenderly embracing him, ** With thefe noble fenti^ 
^ ments (faid he), let us advance boldly againft the enemy; for 

cither we fhall conquer, or have no caufe to fear thofe who 
do." After this explanation, they confulted with their 
friends about the order of battle. Brutus defired of Caffius, 
that he might command the right wing j a requeft which 

' Plotarcb. in Bruto* Appian. lib.'iv* p. 653. 655. Dio» lib. xlvH. 

(H) Valerius MefTala, who Pompey the Great was before 

fupped with him, tells us, that me, to expofe the liberty of the 

as Caffius rofe from the table,. Jloman people to the hazard of 

he took him by the hand ; and, one battle : yet we ought to 

prclling it clofe, in token of bis take courage, relying on for- 

good-wili and affe(5lion^ " Bear tune, which it were unjuft to 

witnefs for me, MeiTala, (faid miflruil, though we have take^i 

he to him in Greek) that I am bad meafure»» 



forced, in the ianie manner as . 
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was i'cadilj granted him, though it was thought a poft more 
fit for Camus, in refpeft both of his a?e and experienced 
Caffius even placed MefTala in the fame wing, at the 
head of his beft legions^ ordering him to aflift and fup^ort 
Brutus. 

The two generalS) having drawn up their men in battalia, 
marched ou^ of their intrenchments, and advanced in good 
order into the plain, where the army of the triumvirs wait- 
ed for them in battle-array. Antony commanded the right 
wing, and Oflavianqs conduced trie left $ but the latter oaa^vith 
withdrew juft before the charge was given, occafioned by a »«' ntint 
dream which his phyficxan, Artorius^had the preceding nignt ^^J' '** 
Brutus, before he began the charge, font to all the com- ^^'^^ 
manders tickets, virith the parole, or word of battle, which, 
according to fome, was Liberty, according to others, Apollo | 
and rode through the ranks, exhorting his foldiers to be^ 
have with their ufual bravery. They were fo animated by 
bis fpeech, that few of them had patience to (lay for the 
word of command to charge ; but, before it could be given, Bruhu'*s • 
ruihed with loud ihouts upon the enemy. This impetuofity «»'« charii 
caufed great confufion in the army, the legions being feat- *"^'*««^ 
tered and feparated from one another. Meflala, at the head ^^ ^** 
of his legions, inftead 6i attacking the enemy in front, took 
a compafs about. Having put in diforder fome ranks in Defiatthg 
the rear of Odavianus, and kill^ a fmall number of his «'«;V 
men, he fell upon his camp, and, entering it fword in ^fiy'^l't^ 
band, made a dreadful havock. In particular, he put to tk^il tmm^ 
the fwofd two thoufand Ldcedsemonians, who were lately 
come to the affiftance of Odiavianns. The foldiers pierced 
the litter in which Odiavianas ufed to be carried on account 
pf his indifpoGtion ; whence a report was fpread, and for 
fome tiQie believed; that he was flain. In the mean time 
Brutus, charging the enemy in front, eafily put them to 
flight, as they were in great conflemation at the lofs of 
their cacnp, cut three whole legions in pieces on the fpot, 
and purfued the fugitives with dreadful (laughter, the plain 
being, to a great diftance, ftrewed with dead bodies. Thus 
was the enemy's left wing entirely defeated by the brave 
Brutus, who, as 0£iavianus was no-where to be found, 
begai; to believe, that the republic was delivered from the 
worft of her tyrants. He was confirmed in this belief by 
fome of his foldiers, who aflerted, that they had killed 
Odavianus, ihewed him their fwords all bloody, and de- 
fcribed his age and perfon K Brutus took a, great many of 
the enemy's eniigns, and three eagles. 

ff 

I Plut« in Bruto. Flor. lib, iv. cap. 7. VclL Paterc. lib. }i. ca|\ 70. 
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BrUliiB> by taga|^ag<oo far in the pur&ita kit the wixig^ 
!97hich Caffius commaiid^d, leaked) and. (ep^rated fnom thf^ 
Tht left left of the army. AmoBy^ wfep wcB knew how to take :ad« 
^^mi^dtv ^^^^^S^ ^^ ^Ws overfigbfe charge4 th/e enemy ip front, .an4 
C^tfi ^- ^^ ^'^^ fame time detached fome legions, with orders to 
fiau/,and CT^fsthe iparih^ and fall upon their dank, which. wa$ left, 
Mj €amp open and unguarded. The firft ihock was jterriUe ; Aik 
l«to. tony« according to fom^ writers, retired iai^ the maril^, to 
»Toid the fury of it, and did not agajn appear till the. en^my 
b€^an to give ground. Be that as it ni^y, both parties fcH^gbt 
with an unparalleled bravery s^ jefolutiofi. jfLHto^Y^ 
troopsy liotwitiMlanding their utAioft eifortft, could. J^ake 
'^ ni0 impreiBon upon Qaffius'g front ; but in the n>ea.n t^^ne 
th^ detached Jegions, having opened » pj^^ge tbfoi^ tb(? 
marih, fell tines:pe£|:ed:ly upon his flank, a^» iift^r a lo^ 
asid yigQfotis refift^sKre, p«.t them to €^ toiU;. rThe r^p;? 
gwafs fled to tjieir caqip, whitber the trimnvir's :men j>Mt^ 
iwedthem, and, finding it weakly guvde4i:iqui|{kly madf^ 
* themfelves mafters of it. This difafteroccafionedib general 
M omaflo'nation in dte reft of tbe a^rmy > who tftiU n^ainmin^ 
ed their ground in tbe plain with gceat intrepidity, thai 
firft the cavahry, and afterwards the foot, began to giv^ 
way, and fly towadrd^ the fea. Ca^us 09 ^^9 occafion di4 
ftB that- could be ^expeAed from a ^PlHun of c wrage* H^ r&» 
turned feveral timed tp the chaise, a^ (h^ head of ^ia 
guardS) and tbe few nten he coiild faUy ; and,, fnatching 
an enfign out i^ the hand of tbe ftandardrbe^er^ wbo fied» 
carried it himfelf : but, being no longer able to keep to-> 
gether even his f>ra£torJ;a«i bandt or guards he was forced 
to retire, with^ fmaU number of at^adantfi^ to ft riifiag** 
gf ouxkL near the city of Philippi ^. 

Brutus, believing he had gained a copoplelie vi£kpry, wai^ 
leading back his troops, loaded with plunder, when, cafting 
bis eyes upon that of Ca(Bua« he was furprifed, that he could 
pot perceive any tents Handing, not even the .general's^ 
which ufed to appear, at a great diftance, above the reft. 
Some who were about him, and had a more quick and dif- 
cerning fight,, acquainted him that tb^ diftinguiChed a great 
many arms fiiining about his tent, and fihrer targets moving 
to and frot which, they thought, couid not belong to.thofe 
who had been left to guard the caQlp^ On the other fi.de» 
there did. not appear fp many dead bodies about tbe place, 
as would have been after the defeat of fo many legions* 
However,. Brutus, fui^eding Caffius's misfortune, left a 
fufficient guard in the enemy's camp, recalled bis troops 

^ Flttt. in Bruto. 
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ftotti tlie t^uritiil, ttnd marched with all poffible eipedidoii 
tb tht rdtef of his colleague, who, from the top of the hill . 
-whither he had retired, difcovered nothitig, as he waa 
ftort-fight'ed, except the deftruAion of his camp, and even 
that iii a confufcd manner ; but thofc who were with him, 
acquainted him, that tfiey faw a great body of horfe moving 
towards h?m. As Caffias knew nothing of the vi£bory and* 
rharch of Bnitus, he took them to be ^ party of the enemy 
fent in purfuit of him. However, he oixlei»ed out Ticinius, Brutus 
one of his moft intimate friends, to get more certain intel- marchn 
Kg^tice. AsfoonafsBTutus*scavalrypercetvedhim,thofewho *^^^^^fi* 
were his more familiar acquaintance, £houting for joy, and,. r'J^ 
afighting from their borfes, faiuted and embraced him, ^ 
while tte reft, who ktiew him to be otie of Caffius's chief 
favourites, rode round him, as it wete in triumph, aftiing 
him, •* What news of his general ?'* 

Caffius, obfervmg this fcene,and bcliteving the horfemen, 
^ho difmounted to embrace Titini^s, had taken him pri- 
foner, cried oiit, " Alas I to preferve the remains of a mi- 
ferabie life, I have expofed my beft friend to he taken by 
i!he enemy before nfiy fate." Having thus fpoken, he re- CaJ^us'i 
drcd into a tent with Pindarus, one of his fr^dmen, whom dioik. 
kc had referved- far fuch an occafion ever fince the un- 
happy battle of Carrhae. We have no attthentic account of 
whatpaffed.there; but Caffius's head was found lying fevered 
from his body, and Pindarus never appeared afterwards : 
whence fome fiifpefted he had killed his mafter without 
his command*. A few minutes after Caffius's death, his 
attendants •pefceived who the horfemen were, and faw Ti- 
ftntus, crowned with garlands in token of Brutus's viftory,' 
h^ening towards them with the cavalry ; but their joy was 
fcon turned into the deepeft melancholy and afEi£tion. 
'fitiriius efpecially was inconfolable, when he was informed 
ef the unfortunate miftake and death of his general. He 
burft into tears, and crying out, ** My long ftay has been 
the occafion of his death," he drew his fword, and killed 
hrmfeif upon the body of his friend. Brutus, upon the Brutus^t 
6rft advice of tbe defeat of Caffius, flew to his affiftance ; ^yrnfif^ 
hxA. "was ignorant of his death till be cante near his camp. ^ ^pm^^ 
Then, fhedding many tears over his body, he called him QaJImt* * 
the laft of the Romans. He caufed his body to be privately 
Conveyed to the ifland of Thafus, left the celebrating of 
his fimeradi^rithm the camp might difliearten the troopsi 
Mid occaiion great diforder. He then ailembled the fol- 

* Pint, in Bruto. Appian. p. 655. Veil. Patcrcul. lily. vii. cap. 
70. Dio, lib. nWlu f . 354. Vah Max. lib. vi. cap. S. 
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diefs of the deceafed general^ comforted them^and toihaW 
thefn amends for the lofles they had fuftained^ promifed td 
each man two thoufand drachmas;. y 

. CafBus was generally efteemed one of the beft com* 
manders of his age^ and had given (ignal proofs of an tx^ 
traordinary courage^ and knowlege of the military art, in 
Craflus's unhappy expedition againft the Parthians. It was 
commonly faid, as Plutarch informs us, ^^ that Brutus hated 
the tyrannical power, and Caflius only the tyrant/' on ac-^ 
count of a private grudge ; but in all probal3iiity that wad 
reinforced by the republican principles which be had avowed 
from bis early youth. 

Brutus, nOw the fole commander of two numerous ar«c 
mies, thought it advifeable to withdraw his troops from the 
camp of 0£iavianus, which he had taken. Antony^ like^ 
wifi^, when inforniiedof the total overthrow of his colleague^ 
abandoned that of Caflius, which he did not think bimfeli 
in a condition to defend againil the victorious troops. 6i 
Brutus $ fo that both armies returned to their former poils^ 

The triumvirs, not yet informed of the. death of Caffiuis, 
were greatly diiheartened, having loft above fixteep thou« 
fan d of their beft legionaries } whereas, on the enemy^a 
fide, there were not ilain eight thoufand men, leckoning 
even the futlers and fervants of the army. Bef^des, provi*^ 
Sons were become very fcarce in their camp ; and they fa\r 
no poflible means of receiving new fupplies, either by fea 
or land« Thefe melancholy refle£lions had almoft reduced 
them to defpair, when a (ervant of CaffiuSy named Deme-^ 
trius, coming in the evening to Antony, gave him an ac^ 
count of the tragical end of Caflius ; and, at the fame time, 
delivered to him the garment which he had taken from hi^ 
mafter's dead body, and his fword ftill bloody. Antony^ 
overjoyed at the news, immediately imparted them to hit 
colleague ; and they both agreed to draw out their forces 
next morning by day-break, to try whether they could 
bring Brutus to a battle, before his men recovered them-^ 
felves from the terror and confternation which, they knew^ 
the defeat and death of Caflius muft have occafioned ; J)Ut 
Brutus, having his owncamp filled with prifoners» who re-* 
quired a nupierous guard, and finding that of Cafliu^ in 
l^reat diforder, kept clofe in his entrenchments ^. 

Antony and Odiavianus, finding they could not force Bru- 
tus to battle, were greatly at a lofs what meafures to take. 
All their dependence was on a fleet, which they expeSeJ 
hourly fiom Italy, having on board great quantities of pro* 



^ Plut. in Bruto. Appian. p. 656. Dion, p. 355. 
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tlfioii) two legions of veteraas, one of which was that of 
Mars^ a praetorian cohort, and a confiderable body of ca* 
valry ; but while they were comforting themfelves with 
the hopes of the, fpecdy arrival of this powerful fupply, 
news were brought them, that their fleet, under the com- tAi triMm» 
mand of Cneius Domitius Calvinus, had been entirely de- ffiri*fl*it 
feated, and moft of their (hips, with the foldiers on boards fj^p^'^ » 
either funk, or taken, by Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus, %/„Jr^' 
and Lucius Statius Murcus, the two admirals of the adverfe 
party. Some of their (hips, indeed, found means to fave 
themfelves among the rocks of the Adriatic Sea ; but, be- 
ing there blocked up by the enemy, both the foldiers and 
mariners, after having confumed all their provifions, were 
forced by famine to feed upon the fails and tackle of their 
(hips, which they boiled with the pitch and greafe they had 
prepared for careening their veflels* This vi£lory was 
gained on the fame day in which the battle of Philippi, 
was fought; and the news of fo great an overthrow, 
which foon reached the triumvirs, fo difcouraged them, 
that they now began to look upon their affairs as quite 
defperate* 

. As they were encamped in a low ground, furrounded The bad 
with marfl^es, and a great quantity of rain, as ufually hap- /iuation 0/ 
pens in autumn, had fallen after the battle, which filled '^f K^^ 
their tents with mire and water, diftempers began to reign ]^y ^* 
in bodi armies, and daily carry oS great numbers of men. 
On the other hand, Brutus had fufficient provifions to fup* 
fort bis army for a long time, was very advantageouuy 
pofted, his camp being fecure from the injuries of the wea- 
ther, and inacceflible to the enemy ; and, as he was abfo- 
4ate mafter of the fea, he could receive whatever neceffaries 
he wanted, from Alia, Africa, Sicily, and Spain. The tri- 
umvirs, finding themfelves in this defperate condition, left 
nothing unattempted which could provoke the foldiers of 
Brutus to mutiny againft their general for declining an en- 
gagement* They drew out their troops day after day, and 
marched in battle-array up to the gates of the enemy^s 
sCamp ; but Brutus, who knew that their boldnefs proceeded 
/fom defpair, remained quiet, not doubting but he ihould 
ifoon fee them moulder away, and, by a ihameful flight, 
abandon both Greece and Macedon to the mercy of hia 
troops. The triumvirs, finding they could not bring Bru* 
tus to a battle, detached two legions to take poffeflion of a 
rifing-ground which Brutus ^ad thought proper to aban* 
don after the late battle. About fix hundred paces from 
tbence, towards the (ea, they polled ten legions, and two 

more 



more at a fmall diftance from them, with a defign to ctif 
offthe communication betwecn^the enemy's army and fleets* 
Brutus caufed federal works to be carfted on from hisT 
camp quite to the fliore, and by thefe means kept a free 
communication with the fea ; but as feveral fkirmiflies hap- 
pened between the foldiers of the oppofite parties, whe co- 
vered their workmen, in which Brutus's men had the ad- 
Bi(iiitif't vantage, they were fo elated with this fuccefs, that they 
troops hf" began to mutiny, and, aflcmbling in crouds, afk their ge- 
5? ' W ^^^ " What cowardice he had lately obfenred in them, 
demand to ^'^^ ^^1 vcixA bc thus, like prifoners^ kept within their en- 
he led out trench ments> and not fu^ered to make ufe of their arme, 
agmnft tht and exert that courage which had btrt a few days beford 
immy^ proved fo fatal to the enemy who now infulted them.'* 
Brutus endeavoured to rcftrain their unfeafonable arder, by 
reprefenting the defperate pofture of the enemy's afiairs, 
and the happy fituatioif of their own j but all to no pur* 
pofe : though the forces of the triumvirs were reduced to 
ihe utmoft extremity, and a conliderable body of German 
troops, to avoid ftarving in rfieir camp, had deferted, zxA 
given the mutineers a full accpunt of their miferies ; yet, 
by an unaccountaMe obstinacy, they ftill perfifted in de- 
irn^nding to be led out againft the enemy, whom they dc- 
fired to conquer, not by famine, but valour; nay, becaufc 
the prudent genera! refufed to comply with their req«ieft, 
fevera! Romans, as well as auxiliaries, abandoned him, and 
went over to the enemy. 

This defertion gave Brutus great concern, which was inr 

creafed by the diforders that happened daily in the camp 

of Caffius, whofc foldiers, become headftrong and mtrad- 

able fijuce the death of their general, refufed to obey the 

Bruim officer whom Brutus had appointed in his room. In thefe 

^^h^'^ ^l circumftances Brutus yielded at laft to the importunity of 

\unUyof' ^^^ foldiers, and refolved to end his own cares, and tnofe 

thefoldiirf. *of the Roman world, by a general and decifive adion ; 

' whidi all the ancients tell u« he would never have hazarded, 

bad he been informed of the late advantage gained by his 

fleet: but of that important vi6lory he received no intelli* 

fence till twe^rty days after ( Aat is, titt the very evening 
efore the fight *, when it was too late for him to alter his 
meafurcs. ferutus, at length determined to put the whole 
"to the iffue of a general aftion, commanded all the prl- 
foners he had taken in the laft battle to be put to the fword, 
that he might not be deprived of the ufe of thofe foldiers 

1 Hi«. ill BriKo. 
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Wiib "inkt employed in guarding them ; a baiWotili Aep^ Bruiusputt 
which his adinirers feek to excufe or palliate^ by quoting M# empti*9$ 
the example of Antony and O^avianus ; a plea as abfura A"*''-''' . 
as the oocafibii of it was inhuman. Befides^ Plutarch tells l^l^^^"^ 
us It was a ftep taken dt the inftigatiod of Cafcil, etafpe-* thtfruJ^ 
rated by fome farcafms of two buffoons who happened to mutmiS* 
be among the prifoners. ^^Cf* * 

Brutus, having thus rid his hands of his prifdners, af* Bnttitt 
'femblcd his foldicrs the day before the battle 5 and, in order ^^^(^ 
to roufe their courage, promifed them the pillage of Tbcf- %^fflffil/ 
falonica and Lacedsemoui two cities which had fided with tnjooGtitk 
the triumvirs. This was another inftance of the great cle- aiiis^ 
mency, moderation, and juftice of this celebrated Roman, 
which even his panegyrift Plutarch is obliged to give up to 
reprobation. Having thus encouraged his men, and made 
the neceffary preparations for the next day's engagement, 
be retired late in .the night to his tent, wnen the fpe£lre, TheJ^eSri 
which had promifed to meet him at Philippi, is faid to have ^PP^f^^ 
appeared to him again in the fame (hape as it had aflumed ^^Jll 
before^ but vanifiied in an inftant, without one word being 
Uttered on either fide. 

Next morning he chofe his ground like an able general^ 
forming his lines at a fmall diftance from his camp, that he 
might have a fafe retreat in cafe of any misfortune* Then • 
lidmg through the ranks, ^^ Fellow^foldiers (faid he), you BrutmU 
have defired, to engage the enemy in the open field, wnen /fach to 
you might have gained a complete viftory by continuing ffj/'^f" 
mafiive within your intrenchments ; but this kind of vie- J^w^r 
tory you defpifed, as not honourable enough for men of 
your bravery ; you are for purchafing glory at the expence 
of your blood. It is therefore now incumo^nt upon you to 
(ummon all that boldnefs with which you demanded bat-, 
tie, to maintain the honour of your firft vi^ory, and to 
anfwer the truft which I have repofed in your valour. 
Whether Rome is to enjoy an uninterrupted happinefs and 
liberty, or be condemned to eternal flavery, and endlefs ca- 
lamities, this day will decide." Antony and OAavianua 
were utterly aftonifhed when they firft obferved the ufual 
fignal of battle expofed on the tent of Brutus. Overjoyed 
at this unexpe&ed tefolution, they ordered their txitn 
to prepare inmiediately for battle; but did not quit their 
uitrenchments before three in the afternoon, when they 
Biarched out like famiflied lions, as Appian exprefles it^ 
againft their prey. Their generals, to encourage them, 
promifed to each foldier five hundred drachmas after the 
vid^ory, painting to them, at the fame time, in moft lively 
Coburs, the inexprel&bk miierics and calamities which they 
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mttft uns^okUb^f endure if overcome. ^* Tou hare but 
two things to choofe (faid they)* to conquer, or perifli by 
the moft miferable of all deaths, famine." 

Having fpoken to this effe^, they ordered their men to 
advance with a flow pace againft the enemy, who kept their 
ground, ready to receive them* Wlien the two armies were 
near each other, Brutus had the mortification to fee a brave 
knight, named Cumulatus, whom he highly efteemcd for 
his valour, abandon his pofl:, and go over to the enemy. 
^eficond Fearing others might follow the eiample, he caufed the 
h^nU of fignal of battle to be given immediately, and charged the 
Pkilifpi. enemy's left wing, commanded by Ofiavianus, with fuch 
intrepidity, vigour, and refolution, that all gave way be* 
Brutus dt' fjjre him, ^3 the cavalry of Ofkavianus was put into th« 
'^Tm V wtmoft difordcr at the firft onfet, Brutus's horfc broke in 
k/t'wing. among the enemy's foot, and made a dreadful havock of 
t^ legionaries. While the brave Brutus was thus (ign»* 
lizing himfelf in the right wing, his left, commanded by 
the lieutenants of Caflius, men altogether unequal to that 
But his charge, w^s hard prefled by Antony. CaiGus's cavalry in* 
irft is de- ftantly fled, leaving the flank of the wing in which tfaef 
S^ttd by y^^xt pofted naked and unguarded. Then the infantry, in , 
danger of being furrounded, widened their ranks to the 
right and left, that they might oppofe the enemy every way \ 
but as this extenfion weakened them, they were, at the firft 
onfet, broken and difordered by the clofe battalions of An- 
. tony. The plain was foon covered with the fugitivet | 
fome of them making towards the camp, others flying to 
the fea-flde ; but moft of them repairing to the right wing, 
to take (helter among the vidorious troops of Brutus. An* 
tony did not purfue them ; but, like an experienced gene* 
ral, marched dire^Uy againft Brutus, and attacked his rear 
with 'incredible fury. 

That commander performed, on this occafion, all that 

could be expe£ted from an expert general, and valiant fot- 

niohith 9c^ dier ; but Caflius's troops, which were overthrown in the 

€Mfi(ms the left wing, crowding in among his ranks, and carrying with 

d^eai^ them, wherever they came, defpair and confufion, turned 

*!!rm. ^^^ ^^^^^ '" favour of the enemy, after Brutus had for a 

^* long time maintained his ground againft all the forces of 

the united armies. His lines were at length broken, and 

Srutus*s put into diforder. He attempted feverat times to bring 

gallsurt them back to the charge j but all his endeavours proved 

Sthaviour. unfuccefsful. Being furrounded on all fides, and over- 

powered by the numerous forces of Antony and 0£iavia* 

nus, he was in imminent danger of being either. cut in 

piccesj or falling alive into the lunds of hif moft/inveteraie 

cneaim* 
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^Hettiifl. Oh this occafion many of his ladl /o£cet$ ^0t * 
killed i» endeaTouring to fafe their general^ vboy with 
their affiftance^ breaking through the ebemy's battalioii^ 
that furrouQded themv retreated from the field of bajttle. 

Among the lew who attended hini) was one Locilius 
Lucinus, an intimate friend, who» obferving a bo^y of 
Thracian horfe, under the command of Rhafcus, tbe brp* 
ther of Rhafcupolisj not regarding any other in tbe purfuit, 
but making diredily towards Brutus, refolved to ftop |iiem> 
and fave the life qi his general, at the hazard of his own* 
Accordingly, without acquainting Brutus with bis defign, rhe tvn" 
he halted till the Thracians came up, and furrounded him. trivana rf 
*rhen he cried out, that he was Brutus 5 and begging <)uar» Ludtmsto 
tcr, d«fired they would carry him to Antony ; pretending, ^^'^^ ^^"^ 
that he feared 06lavianus, but could truft the other. . The *'* 
Thracians, thinking themfelves happy in their prey* imme- 
diately detached fome of their body to acquaint Antony 
with their good fortune ; and, in the mean time, giving 
over the puifuit, returned with their prifoner. The report 
being fpread in an inftant all over the army, that Brutus 
was taken, and that the Thracians were bringing him alive 
to Antony, both foldiers and officers flocked together from 
all parts to fee him. Some pitied his misfortune ( otben 
accufed liim of a meannefs unbecoming his former glory^ 
for fuffering faimfelf to fall a prey to barbarians. Antony 
was not a little cdocemed at this adventure, being quite at 
a lofs, in what manner he (hould receive, and how he 
fhould treat his illuftrious captive : but he was foon delivered 
from his nneafinefs ; for, as the Thracians appi*oached, he 
knew the prifoner who had pafled himfelf upon the Thra- 
cians for Brutus ; who now, addreffing the triumvir with a 
generous confidence, ^' Be afitired, Antony (faid he), that 
BO enemy either has, or ever (hall take Marcus Brutus alive* 
Forbid it, ye sods, that fortune (hould ever prevail fo much 
above virtue [But let him be foUnd, dead or alive, he will • 
certainly be found in fuch a (late as is worthy of him. As 
for me, I have delivered myfelf up to fave him, and am 
BOW ready to fuffer whatever torments you think proper to 
mii& upon me, without demanding, or expe6king, any 
Quarter.'' 

Antony, touched with the fidelity, virtue, and genecofity Anfonf$ 
•f Lucilius, turned to the Thracians, enraged at their di& gingrojitjt 
^pointment, and addreflfed th^m thus : ^^ I perceive, my 
ftliow*foldiers, that you are concerned, and full of r^ntf 
■lent, ioT liaviag been thtfs impo(ed upon by Lucilius ; but 
be aflured, that you have met with a booty better than 
tfa^t which you fought for ; you were in fearch of an enemy, 

G z and 
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Md'have brought me a friend. I was truly at a lols how t 
fliould have ufed Brutus, if you had brought him to me 
alive ; but of this I am fure, that it is better to have fuch 
a man as Lucilius our friend than our enemy.'' Having 
thus fpoken, he embraced Lucilius, and commended, him 
to the care of one of his friends. Such generous behaviour 
won the heart of Lucilius, who ever after continued in- 
violably attached to the intereft of his friend and benefac- 
tor "*. After this incident, both Antony and 0£bvianus 
marched with their vi&orious legions in purfuit of the ene- 
my's broken and difperfed forces, making a dreadful 
daughter of the fugitives. Some of the officers of Brutus 
chofe rather to die fword in hand than take quarter, and 
furvive all hopes of feeing the republic reftored. Among 
thefe was the fon of Cato, who, though in every other 
refpeft degenerate from the virtue of his father, ftilf retain* 
ed that republican enthufiafm which he had imbibed in his 
education. 
ff^Aat hap' The contrivance of Lucilius gave Brutus an opportunity 
peneii to ^f pafling a little brook encompafl'ed with rocks, and fhaded 
tt/tirUf ^^^ trees. Being overtaken by the night, he repofed in 
hfsofthi an hollow place at the foot of a rock, attended with a 
kattle^ fmall number of his friends and officers. There^ lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, he repeated two Greek verfes, one of 
which Volumnius, who attended him, forgot ; but remem- 
bered the other, which was the following, out of the^Medeai 
of Euripides :. 

! 

Punifh, great Jove, the author of thefe ills : 

By which it was thought he meant Antony, who remem- 
bered and repeated it, when, after the battle of Aftium, 
he was reduced to the neceffity of laying violent hands oa 
bimfelf. 

Brutus, underftanding that he was invefted by the ene^ 
my, exhorted thofe who were with him to make fome 
attempt to reach their camp before day-light; for he 
conjeflured, that he had not loll many of his men, and 
that thofe who had efcaped had taken refuge there. Sta- 
tilius undertook to pafs through the enemy, and go by him-* 
t felf to the camp, promifing, if it was not taken, to hold 

up a lighted torch for a fignal, and return immediately* 
Statilius arrived fafe, and held up the torch; which gave 
Brutus fome hopes of retrieving his affairs. He waited a 
long time for the return of StatUius, faying^ ^< Jf Statiliut 

^ Plut. in BrutOt 

be 
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ic alive, he will come back ;'' but he was flam, on hie re- 
turn, by the enemy. 

Brutus, tired with waiting, and day now beginning to 
dawn^ whifpered fbmething in the eaf of Clytus, one of his 
domeftics, who returned him no anfwer^ but burft into tears. 
Then Brutds, taking afide Dardanus, his armour-bearer, 
had feme difcourfe with him in private, and afterwards ad* 
drefled himfelf to Volumnius in Greek \ conjuring him-, 
by their common ftudies, and ancient friendthip, to draw 
bis fword, and put an end to his life. Volumnius, and 
after him feverai others, anfwered him only with their 
tears. One of them, to divert Brutus from laying violent 
hands on lumfelf, ftarting up, *< There is no fltaying here 
any longer, faid he ; we muft all fly/' ^* Yes (anfwered 
Brutus), we muft fly indeed, not with our feet, but with 
our hands/' Then taking each of them by the hand, he 
told them with a chearful countenance, that it was an His imjl 
infinite fatisfaftion to him to find, that nonfc of his friends ^wrdif > 
had proved falfc to him ; that he did not complain of for- ^^^fr^^^- 
tune for his own, but for his country's fake *, that as for 
himfelf, he thought he was much more happy than thofe 
who bad conquered, not only refpe^ling what was paft, 
bi^even in his prefent condition, fince he ihould enjoy that . 
reputation which always follows virtue, and which tyranny 
and injuftice could ne^et deferve. He befought bis friends 
to provide for their own fafety, . telling them, that he 
hoped Antony and 0£l:avianus, fatisfied with his death, 
would purfue their revenge no farther. He then withdrew, 
with two or three only of his peculiar friends. Among 
thefe was Strato, an Epirote, with whom he had contra£ked 
an acquaintance, when they ftudied rhetoric together. To 
him Brutus had recourfe, conjuring him, by their ancient 
friendfliip, to give him the laft proof of his afFeflion, by 
performing that friendly office which the others had de- 
dined. As Strato could not be prevailed upon to imbrue 
his hands in the blood of his friend, Brutus called one of Yr« of Fl« 
his flaves ; and then the faithful- Epirote, crying out, 91313. 
*' Forbid, ye gods, it (hould ever be faid, that Brutus died- -^"'^ ^hr. 
by the hand of a flave for want of a friend/* covered his ^ ^^' 
eyes with his left arm, and prefented the point of his fword * 
to Brutus, who threw himfelf upon it with fuch vio- thi dgath 
lence, that it pierced him through, and he expired im* tf Brutus. 
mediately ^ 

B Plut. in Bnito. Liv. lib. cxxiv. Veil. Patercul. Ub.ii. cap. 74* 
A^ina. lib. iv. p. €6^9 (66. 
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His cha- Thus fdl Brtitus, in the foi'ty-third year of his age ; and 
faSir. ^ith him fell the laft hope of the expiring republic : for it 
fnuft be owned, his conda£t was foui^ed on real patrio- 
tifm ; and his chara£t^r was of fuch importance as t0 joftif^ 
the expe£):ation of thofe who thought the conftitntSon of 
the republic might be re*eftabltihed. Brutus infaeritdd fronk 
nature a good capacity, which had been carefully cuki«» 
Tated. He had ftudied philosophy with great attention | 
and wrote feveral treatifes which are now h)ft« He was 
learned) eloquent, brave, liberil, and naturally humane % 
«ind his private life without blemifli or reproach* Whether 
he carried his enthufiaftic Idire of liberty too far^ in mur- 
dering his friertd and behef&dior, is a queititrnthat will af<4 
lord matter of difpute^ as Idng as the nlendory of that 
tfanfa£lion remains. 
Ithe geni' Antony being informed bf the death of BruHis^ flew to 
rojiff 4f tilt place where the body ftill lay, -beheld it with griftf ahd 
AH$$t^. fcata, caft his purple ihantk, of great value bier it, ahd 
charged one of hid freed-men to take eare of his funeral* 
Some time after, being teld that the fervant had hot burnt 
the mantle with the corpfe^ and had detained" patt of thd 
money which was to be eljpended in the funeral^ heorderbd 
him to be put to death. O^aTianus^ wlio was ihore a£nrat* 
ed by the fpirit bf revenge againft him, as the mnrAsrer of 
his father, caufed the head of Brutus to be cut off,, that it 
might be fent to Rome and laid at the feet of Csefar^s ftatue ^\ 
but, in the paiTage from Dyrrachium, a violent ftdrni ari£> 
ing, it traS| prbbably odt of fuperftitioni thrown into the 
fea P. The reft of the body was burnt by Antony's ordcij 
and the afhes were conveyed in an urn to Servilia, mother 
bf the deceafed (I). 
Mafiyof The death bf Brutus was no fooner known in his camp^ 
Brutus s ^^^^ thofe who had retired thither, to the number of fouri* 
ZTcoT t^en thoufand men, fubmitted upon honourable terms tq 
w$ron. the two vi£torious generals. Others fled into the ifland of 

^ Plut. in Anton. Bi Brut* Appian. lib. iv, p. M8. Sueti in Oa« 
tavio, cap. 13* P Dio, lib. xlvii. p. 356, 

(I) As for Porcia his wife, aflures us, that in his time was 

Valerius Maximus, and Nico- flill extant a lener of Brutus to 

laus, the Peripatetic philofo- his friends, wherein he la« 

pher, tell iis,- that being re- itiented the death of Forcia, 

folved not to outlive her hufr and complained of them fet 

..band, ihe killed herfelf bv fwal- fuffering her to die of melan* 

lowing live coals : hut Fiutarch choly ( i) . 

(1) Plut. \n Brut. 
^ Thafus, 
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Tb«fit|b 'Ssd frem thence cfccip^d into Afi& AfXbhj anil 
i!)£Uvian)i6 found in Brutus's camp plenty of armt and pro* 
vifiont, with immenfe fund^ of money> which eliablcd them 
to falisff immediatdf &»ne of their reterans, whom they 
4i&aodtd foon after the b^ttle^ being glad to get rid of men 
wka^ proli(i. of their fervicda^ b^gan to ufurp an autborirf 
tvm^ j^fst their genefai0w By this Yi^lory the triomviri 
eibiUiQicd the authority thfey had ufvrp^d^and became maf«^ 
ter$ of the whole Roman empire, . Sicily alone excepted, 
which ^as ftiU held by Sextus, the fon of Pompey the 
Gf^at ) thtough the oppofition they met with from him wa$ 
fiot vefy :€onfidefable« 



CHAP. LI. 

The H^&ry fffRtmd^ from the Death of Brutus 
dfid CaJJius to the Settlement of the Empire by 
OBa^oianu^. 

t^^ty li fi firft days after the battle v^rc (pent by the tri- Smartd 
I umvirs in punifliing fuch of their perfonai enemies iilujiriout 
asna^ tbe misfortune to* fall into their hands. Antony, «'{«^«' 
Jiftcr naving reproached Hortenfius with the ^eath of his •^'"' '/ ^ 
.brother Cams, caufed him to be flain on hi6 tomb. He han^M- 
iike^iie put to death Varro, an illuflrious fenator, who had thimfiht^. 
on. all occafions expref&d an irreconcileable hatred to him, 
and tould not forbear reproaching the triumvir, even when 
be was in his power^ with his debauched and fcandalotts 
life, which, he faid, he would one day end with an unhappy 
and tragical death. Livius Drufus, the father Ki that li- 
via who was afterwards married to Auguilus, killed him- 
felf in his tent. Quintiiius Varus, after having adomsd 
himfelf with all the enfigns of the honours and dignities he 
had borne, chofe rather to die by the hands of his freed- 
men, than to be expofed to the infults of a mercilefs eaemy. * 
0£iavianus, on this occaiion, a£led with fu^h cruelty n^ Cruelty of 
left an indelible {lain upon his reputation. He feemsfrom GSmna* 
the beginning to have been aftuated by an implacable fpirit **'• ^ ^ 
' of revenge againft the authors of Carfaif's death, whom he 
confidered as the moft infamous affaifins. 

The triumvirs having thus facrificed to the powers of !«• 
Tcnge, began to deliberate on the proper meafures for bring- 
ing the war to a period^ and extinguiihing the laft remains 
of oppofition to their deHgns. Pompey was ftill in poflM* 
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Thi ripuh' fic^ of Skdy ; Domitius Abenobarbus^ and Statius* Marcus* 
iuan party the admirals of Brutus, commanded two powerful fleets, 
jiU fowir^ the former on the coafts of Macedon, the latter in the lontatt 
*^* fea. Caflfius Parmenfis (K)» one of the confbirator^j hariitg 

been left in Afia, by Brutus and Caffius, with a con&derable 
fleet, and a competent number of forces, to keep the eafterU 
provinces In awe, upon the iiews of Brutus' overthitr^ '^nd 
death, reinforced his fleet with thirty Rhodian (hips, which 
, he manned with Romans ; and being joined by ClbdiuSy 
governor of Rhodes, at the head of three thoufandmen, by 
Lepidus, from Crete, with the garrifon which BrUtUft had 
left there, by Clodius, Tprulus, young Cicero, dtiftihany' 
other perfons of diftin£lion, who had fled into Afia, gave no 
fmall umbrage to the triumvirs. « -" 

Meafitris In ^ private conference between them, it was agreed, that 
*/£r^rig Antotiy Ibould march into th«; E^ft, and fettle thofe pro- 
/Wv' • vjnces ; apd that Oftavianus (liould lead the old troops into 
Italy, put them in pofleflion qf the'.lands whii^' ha9 hct^ 
promiied them, and force yaung.Pompey frdrp ft retreat,^ 
which ferved for an afylum to all the zealous republicans. 
Before they parted they difbanded all their veterans, except 
eight thoufand, after having fatjsfied then) iQ part,- with the 
money they had left, and what they found in the camp of 
Brutus. Of the remaining forces 0£tavianus took >;iri^h hioi 
Jnto Italy four legions, and four thoufand borfe; A^^tony 
retaining (ix legions and ten thoufand horfei, 
J^i^ffyanJ And now the two conquerors feparated, Oflraviatius tafc-i 
paayia^. ing his route towards Dyrracbium, in order to return to 
MHsffurt. Italy, and Antony marching into Greece with adefigp to 
' pafs over f r^m thence into Afia. Oftavianus arrived in a 
few days march at Dyrracbium, where we fhall leave hiixi 
to follow Antony in bis memorable, but to him fatal, ex« 
pedition into the Eafl:. After fo complete a vi£h)ry.he rc-t 
•folved to vifit Greece, as the country where flattery was 
Tki ohHf- managed with moft delicacy : there he took pleafure in 
pif^ Ms* . ^Sifting, like a private citizen, at the difputes of the philo « 
mnourof fophers in the fchools and academies of Athens, in leeincr 
7hGr£tkj ^he public fports, and frequenting the religious ceremonies 
of the Greeks. Fond of being ftyled th^ Lover of Greece, 
but above all^ the Lover of Athens, he adminiftercd juftice 

y 4 Appij^n. pf 672, 673. Dio, lib. xlviii. p* 35S. 

(K) Caffius Parmenfls was battle of Aftium, VpoB his 

• 'fme of the confpirators 5 but defeat he retired to Athens, 
fome time after the battle of wKere he was put to death by 
^hilippi, he joined Antony, order of O^iavianus. 

.^ fervid uoder l^m.Ht tbp 
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|!iere with great equity, and made very confiderable pre^ 
fents to the city, though he was himfelf in great want of 
moneys his military cheft being almoft drained by the fums 
he and his colleague had diftributed among the veterans after 
the battle. Before he left Attica, he caufed an exa£b fur- 
vey to be made of the temple of Apollo Pythius, as if he 
defigned to repafr it ; but ne dropped that proje£l: on his 
arrival in Alia, whither he marched with dll his forces^ 
leaving Ludus Cenforinus, one of his lieutenants, to go* 
vern Greece in his abfence. 

In AjSa, all the' kings and princes who acknowleged the In Af^th 
Roman power, came to pay their homage to him, many of iscourud 
them bringing wkh them tneirwiv^s and daughters, to gain ^***<?'» 
the triumvir^s favour by their charms. The queens rivalled r^'"^^"^^ 
one another, whofhould make him the mod magnificent 
prefent, or appear -moft charming in his eyes. This croud 
of fovercignfs, who daily attended his levee, and waited upon 
him .wherever he weni, with their prailbs and fubmiffions^ 
moft agreeably Toothed bis ambitious and voluptuous tem-> 
per ; but nothing pleafed him fo much as the reception he 
met with at Ephefus; There the women went out to meet 
him in the habits they ofed to wear Mrhen' they foleranized 
the feaftfr of Bacchus, and the men and' boys drefled like 
fatyrs afid fauns. Nothing was to be feen throughout the 
town bat fpears wreathed with ivy, harps, flutes and haut- 
boys^ while they ftyled Antony in their fongs, '^ Bacchus 
the gracious and the gentle ;'' and fo indeed he was to feme, 
but others he treated with great inhumanity. He pardoned 
all thofe of Brutus's party who furrendered themfelves to 
him, except Petronius, who was one of the confpirators, 
and QuintuS) who was charged with betraying Dolabella to ^'*'^^ 
Caffiua in Laodicea. But then he ftripped feveral rich citi- ^^*^/^ 
zens of their eftsftes to gratify his flatterers and buflbons (L). AJSatui. 

As the chief bufinefs which had brought him into Alia, 
was the railing of the neceflary fums for fatisfying the vic- 
torious legions, he fummoned the deputies oi all the fub- 
\t(\$ and allies of Rome to meet at Ephefus ; and after hav- 
ing reproached them with aflifting Brutus and CaiBus, he 
acquainted them with the great promifes he and his colleague 
had made to their twenty-eight conquering legions, amount- 
ing in all to a hundred and nftythoufandmen, and upwards; 
and then c6ncluded thus:' '' You may judge of the fums 
-we want frota the number of our foldiers, and the promifes 

(L) Thus one of his cooks, as his reward, the fine houft 
having drefled him a fupper to of a wealthy citia^n of Ms|g* 
his tale, begged, and obtained nefia. 
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Hhjpneh vc have made th^exa* Tkis ncceffity has c>l>liged my €oU 
iothi dtfu' league to go into Italy^ wliere be has taken 4ipon him tjore* 
tiisofthi ward them with lands and houfiesj froin which he will bf 
4^*"' obliged to drive out the ancient proprietors : but I will treat 
you with more humanity, beipg unwilling to deprive you of 

?rour inheritances* or drive you from your temples and th^ 
epulchres of your forefathers* As. you would run the 
{fortune of our enemies in war, now that the go^sbavQbeeii 
bleafed to grant the vi£tory, not according to your wi(bes^ 
but their own juftice, we ought to treat you as the alliesi. or 
rather as the accomplices, of o^ir foes, and infli£l iqpon you 
ibme exemplary punifliment : but as the laws of humanity 
will pot always allow the puniihments to- be proportionable 
' io the cri^ies, inftead of other penalties, we ihall coateiit 

ourfelves with^ fum of money, the fame you gave our ene« 
inies, ten years tribute : but a$ you paid it to them tin twe 
years time, we require it in one« This is the, only punifb*'' 
ment we intend to indi£^ upon you, which we (hould very 
l-eadily forgive, ^ere not our exigencies very preffing*'' At 
thefe words the deputies threw themfelyes .at Antony's ft ec^ 
remonftrating, with tears in their eyes» that their affifiiiig 
Brutus and C^ius could not be criminal, fince they ha4 
been forced to it ^y fuch cruel ufage, as rendered thefn rft* 
ther obje£ts of pity than puniflm^ent ; and that, as to tbt 
^Vims which were demianded, it was not in their power lo 
raife them ; for Brutus and Caffius \iaA ftripped them^ not 
only of all their geld and filver in fpeeie^ but likcwife df 
their plate, the l^urniture of their houfes^ and of all the. or- 
naments of their cities and teniplfs. Antony coniiauitlg 
inflexible, Ilybreas, an orator and a^ent for fome of tht 
Afiatic cities, rifing up, ^^ Since you are determiited (faid 
!be) to double our taxes^ pray tabs carei that our fumSHetU 
and autumns be doubled too \ otherwife we (hall never b^ 
able to fatisfy vour demands." This liberty of fpeteh did 
not difpleafe Antony, who was naturally good bumtiure^, 
and loved raillery* 

The deputies prevailed at length upon the triumvir to be 

contented with tne tribute of nine years, to be paid in two ' : 

nt Afia' jfo that all the princes, kings, and.^ree 4ates of Afio, were 

$i€$ kadid obliged to lay heavy burthens on their fubje^s for the pay- 

wtth heavy ^^^^^ ^f ^j^jg f^^^^ which reduced them, after the eKorbi- 

tant taxes with which Caffius had loaded them, almbft to a 
His gini' ftate of beggary *. After this exaf^ion Antony vniade a pro- 
r%fitj» grefs through the provinces of Afia, exhibiting every where 

extraordinary demonflratioas of generbfity and good nurture* 

* Plut.lu Aetata. Applan.lib' v. p. 67},^ 674. *Appiaat.ibi4* 
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Ifo pardoned LuciiiSf brother ef Cafflusi and leTcral ath<trt 
0f the adverfe party, who, ttpoa the fanie of his clemency^ 
iocised lx> him fr^m all quarters : but he cantinued impla* 
cable to the mutder^rs of Csefar. He freed the Xanthiana 
from all tribute, and perfuaded them to rebuild their ctty^ 
To the Rhodians, whom Caffius had treated with great i^^ 
ferity^ he gave the iflands of Andros^ Tenos) Naxos^ and 
M|fndus* The inhabitants of Tarjus. and Laodicea he likd4 
wife exempted ff%m all tales. Neither was be Unmindful 
of thetAthenianSf |o whom he granted the ifldnds of £gH 
> Ha* TeoSf Cea, Sciathus^ and Peparetbus ' : fo that the 
whole weight of the j&xorbitailt ceritribiitibns, amoMfltitig 
to two hundred tM^fapd talentss £eU upon the irihabitanta 
of Afia^ properly.^: ceiled, ofSyria^ Phrygian Myfia, Ga* 
lailia, C^ppadotiai Cilieia^ and. Pal^ine. 

Antony, arriving in Cili^ia^ difpatched Delltus into £gypt» Htfum- 
(o fummon Cl^opatrft to appear before him, and give him »^*^ ^^^^^ 
an account of her condud: during the war \ for though (hd P^^^^^ 
}SaA aflifted Doln^llai yet Serapton, her lieutenant in Cy- ^c^^^Xir 
|lru«, bad joihed Brutus and Caffius (M). As Delliua wai c9ndu£t. 
freU acquain^dwith Antony's temper, afteif a ihort eonver* 
fy^on With the qf^een^ he eafily judged with what lentil 
ineats a wotnan of her beauty, wit, addrefs^ and fprigfatl^ 
OOHvef fation, . would infpire him % and therefore encou* ^ 

sfiged' h^r to go in petfon into Cilicia, afli^ring her^ that 
Aiitony, who was a brave and amort>tt^ foldi^r, would r^ 
ceive her with all the refpe£^ due to perfons of her high fta^ 
tioii^ extraoHdiaary i^erity and qualifieations; She bad 
great faith ia the words of Ddlius ; but flia had a greater 

t Appian. ibid. p. 6)^5, 



(M) Dellius, who was fenton 
this mefiage, was a famous hiflo- 
H^b, and a man of gr^at wit and 
learning, but of tlo pHnbiplles. 
He was one of Mbrst^fe's moft 
IdHn&ate friends, who addi^flbd 
tb him the tlKrd ode bf his 
fecond book, containing the 
foundeft principles of the Epi* 
coread phitofophy. Meflala 
Corvinus ufed to call him deful- 
torem bellorum civilium, that 
s, the vaulter^ the civil wars* 
or- he left I^labella to fide 






with CaflSus, then quitted Caf** 
fius to join Ad tony I and at laA 
abandoD6d Antony to take part 
with ddfeviianuS. During hii 

ftay at the court of £|;y^t thfe 
fair queeii captivated his ftidartv 
and is faid tibt to bi^ve beisn difw 
pleafed iK^ith the additlTes of a 
man of his fine genius* In tht 
time of Seneca fevel^l letters of 
his to that queen were handlsd 
about, written with too much 
famUiarity (i)« 



(i) Vid. Sen. lib. j. de Cltmtntia, cap. iid. SOrabo, lib. xi. & Lipf. 
i« Annal, Tacit. 
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dependence on herfelf. Never had beauty 6een figriaKz- 
ed by more illuftrious conqueftsj ibe fhad captivated* the 
heart of Julias Cxfar, of Pompey's eldeft^bn, and formerly 
of Antony himfelf, when he lerved under GabininS) gover* 
nor of Syria ; and this when (he was young and ignorant in 
the arts of love ; whereas (he was now to meet him in the 
flower of her age, with all the charms of b^uty, and all 
the artifice of riper years* But what above all infpired her 
with certain confidence of rekindling the liame in Antony'is 
hearty was the confcioufnefs of her Oiihi fuperior geniuv 
and accomplifhments. She poflefled a certain natural grace 
which diffufed itfelf through her whole deportment : the 
charms of her converfation were irrefiftible, and the very 
tone of her voice fo harmonious, that no inftrument was 
capable of a greater variety of founds, and of equally footb- 
ifig the foul of the hearers. Befides, (he exprefled herielf 
with fo much eafe, and in fo many difibrent languages, that 
(he was looked upon as a prodigy. 

She made great preparations tor her journey, taking wttb 
ber vaft fums of money, and all the jewels, plate, and rich 
ornaments of the Egyptian kings. Many were the letters 
file received from Antony, preiBng her departure ; but iQie 
feemed to difregard his orders. At length (he fet out, and^ 
arriving at the mouth of the river Cydnus, ihe embarked in 
a fihall galley, and appeared before Antony at Tarfus in Ci<» 
licia, in the fantailical naanner We ha^e defcribed iiv our hif- 
tory of the Ptolemies of Egypt. The triumvir was focap*' 
tsvated by her attra£lidns, that be laid afide all other confi- 
derations, and feemed to be entirely engrofied by her adeat 
He negle£led the bufinefs of mankind ; and followed her 
into Egypt, where he fpent the winter with her in amorous 
dalliance, enhanced by all the enjoyments^of the n^oft vo- 
luptuous diflipation ". 

While he thus Indulged ip efFeminatc pleafur^s with his 
^Egyptian paramour, his colleague was wholly taken up in 
fettling the afiairs of Italy, and dividing the promifed lands 
among the veterans. Having embarked his troops at Dyr- 
rachium, he crofled the Adriatic Gulf without meeting with 
any of the enemy's fleets, and landed atBrundi^fium; where 
he was taken fo ill, that his phyficians gave him over, and 
the news of his death were immediately ipread all over Italy. 
Moft of the fenators looked upon this report as one of his 
ufual artifices to difcover their intentions, and real fenti- 
ments i and therefore, by a decree of the fej^ape, prayers 
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Ml} (acrifices Were offered up to the gods for his recorery^ 
which was foon eifefked by his native air, and the vigour 
of his youth. When he was in a condition to bear, the fa- 
tigues of the journey, he fet out for Rome, wh^re he was 
received with loud acclamations. 3ome time before his arw 
rival the fafces had been transferred frem Lepidus and L« 
Munatius Plancus to L. Antonius, the brother of the tri« 
umvir, and F. Servilius Vatia Ifauricus ; but Fulvia, An- 
tony's wife, a woman of a mafculine fpirit, and unbounded 
ambition^ had gained the afcendanc over the new confuls, 
and governed Rome with abfolute power. This Oftavia- 
nus could not bear; and hence the mutual jealoufies and dif- 
trufts between her and the young triumvir, which at length 
kindled a war in the very bowels of Italy. 

Odavianus met with many almoft infurmountable diffi-' 
culties in the diftribution of the promifed lands. As the 
public treafury was quite exhaufted, he could not content 
the foldiery without giving up to them the feveral town^ 
which he had promifed them as the reward of viOtory \ and 
this meafure he was > well convinced would provoke the 
people* Moft of the inhabitants of thofe unhappy towns ComfUdatM 
flocked daily in great multitudes to Rome : numbers of wo^ ^mMfith^ 
men with children in their arms, whofe tender years and in- ^''•***'"'* 
tiocence moved everi the triumvir's friends to compafSon, 
daily filled the temples and public places with their cries 
and lamentations. The people on this occafion fpoke with 
a great deal of freedom and boldnefs : " This war (faid 
they) has been undertaken not for the public good, but for 
the private views of the triumvirsj who, fince they have 
reaped the advantage of it, ought to bear all the chargest 
and not fatisfy their foldiers at the expence of fo many dif« 
trefled families.*' 0£lavianus heard, and patiently bore^ 
thefe complaints, with a diflimulation peculiar to himfelf* 
Unwilling to give occafion to freih difturbances, he bor- 
rowed feveral fums of money ; but finding he could not raife 
what was fufiicient to fatisfy his foldiers, he broke through 
all difficulties, and, purfuant to his firft defign, allotted them 
the lands for their inheritance, which he had promifed in 
the beginning of the war (N). 

Ofta- 



(N) Cremona, a ci^ gready 
attached to the intereit of Bru- 
tus, furred mod in this iniqui« 
tous difhribu^on ; and Mantua, 
which was but too near to a 
place abandoned to. the mercy 
oi the ungovernable foldiery, 



had more than her ihare in thefo 
misfortunes. Virgil had like to 
hav^ perifhed on this occafloti 
by the hand of a centurion 
named Arrius, who purfued him 
with his drawn fword, for daring 
to difpute with him the poffeS 

feffioa 
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Offavta- OAaviatius was expdfcd to great dangers in this extrttiietf 
Mus mieis nice and difficult undertaking, the foldiery and people being 
mfiihd^' equally exafperated againft him. Few of the veterans were 
^^"difiri' ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ portion of the lands allotted to tHem j An- 
\Lienof to'^y's fold iers taxed Oftavianus with partiality, in affigning 
tht lands* the beft lands to his own men, and the word to them. ,Ful- 
via did pot fail to improve thefe difcontents ; and, being 
feconded by the conful Lucius, her brother-in-law, whom 
(he eafily gained over to heriniereft, fee left nothing unat- 
tempted to cxafperate the foldiers and people againft one 
who, fhe perceived, was engroffing all the power to himfelf* 
Di'vorcis Odavianus, no longer able to bear the haughty and im« 
tki daugh' perious behaviour of Fulvia, divorced her daughter Ciodia^ 
ur of Fui'. after having folemnly declared upon oath, that, for him, Ihe 
^*' was ftill a virgin. This affront was touching the proud Ful- 

via in the moil fenfible part: fhe refolved henceforth tb keep 
no meafures with Oftavianus, and accordingly began openly 
to encourage the veterans, who had fervcd under her huC- 
band, to take arms againfl his ungrateful colleague, who, 
though he had in no degree contributed to the vi&ory, was 
now reaping all the advantage of it, with a view to engrofs 
the whole power to himfelf, and exclude Antony, to whofe 
valour the vi.ftory was entirely owing, from any ihare in 
the adminiflration. She appeared in all the afTemblies of 
the people, with the children (he had by Antony; and there 
made bitter complaints of the cruel ufage fhe pretended they 
had received from one who ought, with all the tendernera 
©f a father, to have protefted them againft the infults of 
their enemies. Lucius, her brother-in-law, joined her en- 
deavours, by infinuating, that Oftavianus had nothing in 
view but to enclave Italy, deprive his colleagues of all powcr^, 
and make both the fenate and people of Home fubfervient 
to his will. He pretended to a£l by the directions of, and 
in concert with, his brother, whofe chief concern, hefaid^ 
was, to preferve the republic from the tyranny of the prond^ 
crafty^ and ambitious Oflavianus. This disagreement be- 

fionof his fm«U e&ite<Mith^ writer; for k put him upon 

banks of the Minci us ; and would jgQing .i.Q B-PS^f t where ibis f?E|ni» 

bay^ deprived the world of the ordinary talents being known to 

greatefl poet Italy ever pro- Maecenas and A fini us Pollio, he 

duiced, had he not happily aC* obtaioied by their intereft th6 

caped the fury of the enra^^d relJitutioii of his Tarm, ndiick 

oemurion, by fwimmiBg acrois is the fiihje^fc of that excel^ot 

the river This very adventure eclogue, the irftW^his Buoo* 

feems to have <:.hiefly. contri- lies, he being then about tmn* 



buted to the reputation and ty-eight )f«ai«of age* 
good forionc of that u ' 
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%ireei} ibeyoimg tminivrr on one fide, and Lucius and Ful- T^e r^u^' 
via on the other, gave rife to two diffei-ent factions, which Hcrefft <i- 
rent the republic again into parties. The veterans, who ^^"^ j^* 
had fcrved under Antony, and foch of the Italians as had ^^^Ij^* 
been driven from their ancient inheritances, (ided with 
Falvia and Lucius. The friends of the laie diAator, and 
thofe legionaries who were fatisfied with the lands fallen to 
their ihare, took part w^ith 0£tavianu6 i fo th A all Italy was 
in a flame, and threatened with a new war ready to break out 
within the walls of Rome, where horrible diforders, and 
cruel murders, were daily committed by the infolent popu- 
lace, and ungovernable foldief-y of the two oppoCte fac- 
ias. To complete the misfortunes of Rome and Italy, a 
famine began to be felt all over the country, great part of . 
ihe lands lying uncultivated ever (ince die beginning of the 
cm! war, the fcas being befet with the enemy's fleets, and 
Sextus Pompeius holding Sicily, whence the contineqt, and 
efpecially the capital, was fupplied with corn. ' In this dif- 
trefs Odia-vianus woald have' comproniifed matters with 
Fulvia \ but ihe would hearken only to the dictates of her 
own refentment, and the iniinuations of Manius, her huf- 
band's ageiit, who aflured her, that nothing but a war could 
force Antony fjrom the arms of Cleopatra^ and bring him 
into Italy. 

Fulvia followed the pernicious advipe of Manius, and, Fulvian- 
abandoning Rome, retired to Praenefte, a city which had '^'•«/'«« 
efpovfed her caufe. There, forgetting her fex, (he appear* f^mm 
^ with a helmet on her head, and a fword by her fide, af- ^g^j^ ^ 
lembled fome legions^ harangued them, and performed all FrseueJIi. 
functions of a general. 0£tavianus, apprehenfivc young 
Pompey mi^ht take advantage of the mifunderftanding be- 
tween him and Fulvia, fent a deputation to the camp of rrae- 
nefte, exhorting the female general, and her brother-in- 
law, who, though conful, ferved in a manner as her fub- 
ahern, to lay afide ail animonties, and ad: in concert againft' 
their common enemies. The deputies, who were all of the 
ienatorial order, and common friends to the triumvirs, would 
bare prevailed on Lucius to hearken to an accommodation, 
had he not been dii^rted from it by the implacable Fulvia, 
and by Manius, whom Antony had appointed to manage his 
aiairs in Rome duringhis abfence. He in a ftudied fpeech 
9ccufed OEbavianu&of unfair dealing with refpcft to Antony, 
as if he- defigned to engrofs the whole power of the trium- 
virate to himfelf, and reduce his coHeiague to the ftate of a 
private man, though the viftory they had gained in the 
plains of Pbilippi was entirely owing to his valour K 

' w Appian. ibld^ Dio. fib. xlviii, p. 359,360* Yell. Fat* lib. ii^ 
'• 74.. Suet, in 06tav. cap« 6z, 
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l$Qtk par^ 0£laviiinus, upon the report ef his de|Hitie$> fioditig t tHff 

tigs pn unavoidable, began to aflemble his legions ; and both fided 

fare fir prepared for hoftilities. In the mean time fereral manifeftos 

^'^^ and declarations were publiflied by the oppofite parties, and 

fome very fpirited letteis pafled between Lucius and 0£ia-^ 

vianus. The latter, feeing many of th^ veterans join his 

enemies, difpatched an exprefs to Salvidienus, whom he bad 

appointed his lieutenant in Spain, ordering him to haften in-' 

to Italy with the fix legions under his command. Salvidie-' 

nus, who had not yet reached his province, immediately re 

paiTed the AIp&, and advanced with incredible expedition in- 

to Cifalpine Gaulf to join 0£lavianus, who had left the ca^ 

pital, and was aflembllng his forces in that province. Caius 

Afinius PoUio, and PubliusVentidius, two of Luciti»'s lieu-» 

tenants, who were encamped at* the foot of the Alps, foU 

lowed Salvidienus, haraffing him on his march, and cutting 

oiFhis convoys \ by which means they reduced him to great 

difficulties. At the fame time Likius, baving^aflembled a 

eonfiderable body of troops, advanced to meet Salvidienus^ 

/ and attack him in front, while his two lieutenants fell upod 

AiAv/ViV- his rear. He mud inevitably have been cut oiFwith all his 

mu refiuid troops, had not Vipfanius Agrippa, with a choice body oi 

.A***^- veterans, come feafonably tohis relief, andpoftinghimfelf 

^r^^a. ^^^^^^ 1^*"™ *w^ Lucius, invefted the city of Sutrium. Aa 

/^ '^ ' the inhabitants of that place had fignalized their attachment 

to the. intereft of Lucius, he flew to their afliftance \ a mo^ 

tion which gave Salvidienus an opportunity of joining Agrip«* 

pa^ and feizing with him, after he had taken Sutrium by 

aflault, all the pafies and defiles leading to the two camps of 

Pollio and Ventidius. ' 

Lucius, after having attempted in vain to open him<* 

felf a paiTage fword*in hand, refolved to retire into the city 

of Perufi^i^. and wait there, as in a place of fafety, for the 

*LMeittsAn- arrival of his two lieutenants : but Agrippa and Salvidienus» 

imiius bt' following him clofe, invefted the place before he had time 

fiigtdtn ^0 refle£% on the danger to which he expofed bimfelf and 

FiTu^, his troops. 0£tavianus was no fooner informed of the 

defperate fituation of Lucius, than he advanced to Periffia, 

and, in concert with his two lieutenants, carried on the 

fiege with great vigofir ; but, as he found it impoffible to 

take by aflault fo ftrong a place, garrifoned by a whole army» 

he refolved to reduce it by famine $ and, with this view^ 

furrounded it with a line of circumvallation fifty-fix fur« 

longs in compafs. From his camp he drew lines quite to 

the Tiber, which he ftrengthened with ramparts, and 

flanked with towers at equal diftances. Tbefe towers he 

filled with archers, ilingersi and all forts of engines, to 

prevent 
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tfi^Vetit the enemy from receiving any convoys by water. , 
iucius> on bis ficie» was continually haraiBng the work- 
men^ and the legions that covered thenn,' with vigorous 
failles^ in which his meils who were for the moil part 
gladiators, basT all the advantage. In one of thefe fallies 
0£tavianus himfelf narrowly efcaped falling into the ene- 
my's hands. In the mean time Fulvia detached, from her 
camp at Prsenefte, L. Munatius Plancus, with a numerous 
body of cbofen troop$> ordering him to join Ventidius and 
iPollio, and with their united forces oblige the enemy 
either to venture a battle, or raife the fiege. Plancus, in 
fpiteof Agrlppa and Salvidienus, whom Oflavianus detach* 
ed againft himi joined Ventidius and Pollio, and, together- 
« vrith them» advanced as far as Fulginiuip, within a hun-^ 
dred and (ixty furlongs of Perufia. Lucius was overjoyed 
at the\r approach, which they took care to fignify to him 
by fires in the night, and other fignals. He did not in the 
lead doubt that they would exert their utmoil endeavours 
for his relief. 

Such indeed was their defign : but Plancus, after hav* Luctui^t 
ing viewed the advantageous Situation of the enemy, de» gtnerals 
clarcd, that they could not attempt the relief of the place, ^^J^.^^. ^f 
without expofing their troops to the greateft dangers His ^himT'*^ 
opinion prevailed \ and, as none of them approved of Lu- 
cius's conduct, who had thus rafhly engaged in a war with- 
out his brother's knowlege, they retired, leaving their 
eenerai, and his troops, in the utmofl: defpair. The be- 
neged being already reduced to the greateft extremity for 
want of provifions, they made a defperate fally ; but were 
driven back into the city, after having fought with un- 
paralleled bravery from nine at night till the next morning. 
Lucius, being determined to hold out to the lad, took an 
inventory of all the provifions in the place, which he daily 
meafured out fparingly to the foldiers, and inhabitants of 
free condition ; but allowed none to the (laves, and fervants ^^^ cruettf 
of the army, though he kept them at the fame time within ^/^""w. 
the city, and had them narrowly watched, left they (hould ^t^jfavm 
acquaint the enemy with the condition to which the garrifon 
was reduced. This was an inftance of inhumanity hardly 
to be matched in hiftory. Thofe unhappy perions, re-* 
doced to this defperate condition, wandered about the 
works in fearch of herbs, grafs, and roots, fome of tben^ 
even feeding upon the flefh of their dead companions^ 

At length the foldiers themfelves, no longer able to bear 
the famine, begged leave of Lucius to make a general fally^ 
choofing rather to die like brave mqn^ than to live under the 
miferies they endured. The general approved of their 
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choice ; telling them, that they had nothing to depeitd tip** 
on but their own valour ; and that, in their prefent circum- 
ftances, they mult either conquer or die. They refolved^ 
therefore, to make a defperate effort, and fally out by break 
of day, to avoid ttie diforders that might happen in the dark. 
Accordingly, having firft provided a great number of 
fpades,' hooks, fcaling-ladders, and all forts of neceifary 
tools, to break down the wall with which 0£tavianus had 
inclofcd the city, as foon as day began to appear, they rufli- 
cd out, and cut in pieces the enemy's advanced guards, filled 
the ditch in an inftant, plucked up the palifades, and be- 
gan to undermine the wall, while the rolling towers, which 
they had prepared for that purpofe, and filled with archers 
and dartmen, difcharged fhowers of darts and arrows upon 
the enemy. The ground was immediately covered with 
dead bodies, and nothing was heard but groans and cries 
of dying men. The foldiers of Oftavianus made a dread- 
ful havock of the affailants, their machines playing incef- 
fantly upon thqm from the ramparts, and overwhelming 
them with ihowers of arrows, darts, and ftones. But,, 
though many of them fell, the reft, not fo much afraid of 
death as of famine, continued fighting with amazing refo- 
lution, and, climbing up the wall, notwithftanding all op- 
pofition, drove the enemy from their pofts* 

The ^ifpute continued many hours with fuch obftinacy 
and fury as can hardly be exprefTed ; and Lucius's men, 
though they fought with all the disadvantage imaginable^ 
would have gained a complete victory, had the forces been 
equal; but Oftayianus's troops being more numerous, and 
conftantly relieved with frefh fupplies, the befieged, weak- 
ened with hunger, overpowered with numbers, and ex- 
haufted with the length of the combat, were in the end 
driven from the wall. Thefe defperate wretches, though 
ftunned witii thfeir fall, ftill llrove to climb up again, en- 
couraging with their words and geftures their companions^ 
w^ho had not yet given ground. At length Lucius, fur^ 
prifed at fuch extraordinary valour' and fidelity, and know- 
ing that their courage only ferved to deftrby them, com- 
manded a retreat to be founded. Their adverfaries then 
ihouted aloud, ftriking, according to the cuftom of the 
Romans, when they had gained a viftory, their fwords 
againfi: their- bucklers. This exultation the befieged looked 
upon as an infultj therefore, getting together the few 
ladders that remained, they returned to the charge with 
new fury : and it was with the utmoft di£5culty, and not 
without tears, that Lucius prevailed upon them to retreat. 
0£bvianus that night doubled his gtiards^ and difpofed fe« 
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Vc?al bbdies of tfooji's on the ramparts in fuch manher^ that 
they could eafily relieve each other in cafe of a fudden 
attack, which he apprehended *. 

/Lucius> finding himfelf reduced to the utmoft extremitfi Ludus r#« ' 
without any hopes of relief, refolved to capitulate. Ac- M^^^^^ 
cordingly he difpatched three of the chief officers of his ^*^''*'-*"- 
army to treat with 0£tavianus in his name. The general 
received the deputies in a very polite and obliging m^nner^ 
and returned this anfwer to their propofals, that he willingly 
pardoned all thofe who had ferved under Antony againft the 
murderers of his father; but, as for the others, he infifted 
upon their furrendering at difcretion. Thus he fpoke to the 
deputies in common ; but afterwards, taking Furnius, one of 
them, a(ide, he told him, that he intended to extend his 
mercy to the whole army, a few only excepted^ who, from 
hatred to him, had been the occafion of all thefe difor** 
ders. Upon the report of the deputies, many illuftrioud 
Romans, who had been always declared enemies to the 
triumvirate, afraid of falling into the hands of 0£tavianuSi 
exhorted Lucius to infift on the fafety of all, and not to 
Turrender upon any other terms. 

Lucius, touched with compaffion for fo many brave nien, Goss In 
whom he well knew Oftavianus would facrifice to his re* P^fi" 'f 
vcnge, refolved to negociate in perfon, and putting himfelf ^oq]^,^. 
itito the young conqueror^S hands, intercede for his unhap- ^^^^ 
py followers. Oftavianus received him with great marks 
of efteem and aiFe£tion ; and promifed, in confequence of 
the regard he owed to him and his brother, indemnity to 
all who had taken part with him, on condition they would 
furrender without farther refiftance, and put him in poflef- 
Qon of the city« Lucius, depending on this promife, or*- 
dered his men to march out next day, and acknowlege the 
young conqueror for their general \ which order they obey- 
ed accordingly, and were incorporated into his troops. As 
for the inhabitants of Perufia, who had (hewn an inviol- 
able attachment to Lucius, 0£bavianus ordered thofe who 
compofed the fenate, or council of the city, to be brought 
before him in chains ; and fentenced them all to die, con" 
trary to the articles of agreement, and the promife he had 
made* Some of thofe unhappy men pleaded innocence^ 
others begged mercy ) but they had all one and the fame 
anfwer, ** JMoriendum ,eft ; You muft die." Accordingly 
they were, to the number of three hundred, carried in 
chains to an altar raifed to Julius Caefar, and there inhu- 
manly butchered, as victims to his manes, on the ides of 

X Appiah. Dio, ibid. 
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March, tbe anniv^rfary of his death. With them werd &« 
Cfificed Caius Flavius^ Clodias Bithynicus, and Canutios^ 
three illuftrious fenators of Rome, zealous defenders of 
their ancient liberties. The city he delivered up to the luft 
and plunder of his foldiers ; but Ceftiu», furnamed Mace* 
donicus, from his having ferved a long time in Macedon^ 
ftorning to outlive the' ruin of his country, and the miferies 
of his ^Uovir-citizens, by fetting fire to bis own houfe, oc<« 
cafioned the total deftru6):ion of that ancient and once 
powerful city ; for a high wind arifing, the flames fpread 
from houfe to houfe, and burnt with fuch violence, that i» 
'a (hort time the whole city^was laid in afhes. Such was 
the end of this unhappy war, commonly called the War of 
-PerufiaCO). 

The other officers who had ferved under Lucius, beibg 
driven with their forces out of Italy, Tibeijus Claudius 
Nero, at the head of a few veterans, and a great number 
of ilaves, whom he had drawn together by promifing them 
their liberty, undertook to maintain the intereft, and fup* 
port the ruined party of Lucius, in the neighbodihood of 



(O) Pollio,.Vetttidius, Plan- 
CU8, and the other commanders 
of Antony, . though they had 
flill thirteen legions,- and fifteen 
hundred horfe, took refuge in the 
maritiroa cities, waiting there 
forfticcours from Antony ; but 
Odavianus purfuing them, A- 
finius. Pollio went on board the 
fleet commanded by Domitius 
Ahenobarbcis, Brutus's admi* 
ral, carrying with him feven 
legions. > Plancus, bring clofdy 
purfued by Agtippa, aban- 
doned the two legions he com- 
manded, and went to join Ful- 
via at Praenefle. The legions 
went over to Agrippa; but 
Plancus, together with Fulvia, 
fled from Praneile to Puteoli, 
aiid from thence to Brundu- 
fium, where they both em- 
barked, and jpafled over into 
Macedon. The other com* 
manders made their efcape into 
SIpily, where they were kindly 



received by Sextu^ Pompelus, 
who, had he not been of a iloth- 
ful and indolent temper, mig^t 
have improved thefe divifiont 
to his advantage, and with great 
eafe fubdued all Italy* For- 
StatiusMurcus, difagreeingwith 
Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
other republican admiral, had 
joined him with two coniplete 
legions, and twenty-four flitps, 
carrying with him immenfe 
fums, which he had extorted 
from the maritime cities of Afia» 
Belides, he had received a 
ftrong reinforcement from Ce« 
phalenia, conMingof veterans, 
who had efcaped mm the bat<<» 
tie of Philippi. But the indo« 
lent Pompey, though in condi« 
tion to invade Italy,' and crufli 
the party of the triumvirs, con** 
tented himfelf with ravaging 
the coads, a6ting more like t 
pirate than a general (1)4 



(t) Appian. p. 67 a^ tc feq. 
Dlo, lib. xlviii. p. 36a«-»368* 



Veil. PatercuL lib. ii. cap. 'jt-^yf^ 

Naples. 
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If apfes (9). Bull h1$ raw and pn<iifcipline<l troops, at die 
Approach ^ OdaTianu^s victorious army, innnediately ^>fr 




tlie 4*ea-(ide^ hoping he (hould jEind fome veflel to convey 
liknto Sicily { Q^). As fpjr Tiberias and Livia, O^avianas 
purfued them clofe ; but they, after haviog efcaped a thou- 
land dangers, attended only by one domeilic, found a fmall 
boat, in which they were tranfported to Sicily (R). Oc- 
tavianus now returned to Rome, which be entered in tri- 
umphant robes, and crowned with laurel. Public feafts 
were celebrated for feveral days together ; and it was en- 
aSied, by a decree of the fenate a«id people, that whenever 
any general (hould for the future merit a triumph, Oda- 
Tianus ihould have a fhare in his honour ^. 

During theie important tranfadiions, Antony remained at Yr. of Fl, 
Alexandria inglorious and inactive, intent upon nothing but 1314. 
the enjoyment of thofe pleafures and diverfions with whidi AntcChn 
the queen entertained him, every day heightening the delu- « A** - 
fion by the charms of novelty (S). In the mean time all ^'^* 

Syria 
7 Applan. Dio, Veil. Paterc. ibid. 

(P) Tiberius had been ho- us, that as to future events, our 
nourec^witb great employments fears are often as grodndlefs as 
jby JuBus Csefar, who had a our hopes. Li via was fifiag ; 
particular efteem for him. Not- froi9 an enemy, whofe afiea- 
withftanding all the favours he tions (he was one day to gain, 
.bad reczeiired at Ctefar's hand$, and maintain to the hour 01 .his 
bedeciaredforthecoDfpirators. death; and the infaat (he car- 
He had, by a timely flight, ried in her arms was to fucceod 
aroidedthefuryofthe profcrip- 06tavianu8, and after him ruljj 
tion ; and iiding with Lucius at the Roman empire with abfo* 
the beginning of this war, had lute power. 
Ihut himfelf up with him in the (S) Nothing was talked, of 9t 
city of Perufia, whence he c6urt but feafts, (hows, and 
found means to malce his efcape revels. Mirth, jollity, and 
into Campania, where he raifed pleafures had bani(hed all 
the army mentioned above. bufinefs, all ferious thoughts, 

( <Xj) Livia was the daugh- They gave their way of living 
terof Livius Drufus Claudia- a'particularname, calling it the 
ttus, who was killed in the bat- inimitable ' life. They treated 
♦le of Philippi, fighting for one another by turns, on whi6S 
Brutus and Caf!ius. occafion their expences wer6 

(R) Here we cannot help re* beyond all credibility, 
fleding, with Velleius Pater- Cleopatra daily contrived new 
cuius, on the ftrange turns of diverfions for Antony's enter- 
fortune ; which ought to teach tainment ; and the moft incon« 

H 3 fidcr* 
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Syria and Palaeftine being gFievoully opprefled with X\l^ 

. taxes» the Aradians killed thofe who were fent to colle£l 

them ; and joining the PalmyrenianSi and fev^a]^ petty 

. princes of Syria^, called in the Parthians, whicl) pvit the 

The Par- . whole country into the utmoft confu(ion, For the Parthi- 

thtans gjjg^ Q^ ^jjig invitation, pacing the Euphrates under the 

^Snia^and command of Pacorus, their king's fon^and Labienus, a Rp- 

gain great man general (T), overcame in a pitched battle Saxa, An* 

advan- tony's lieutenant in Syria, and forced him to take refuge in 

tages oyer , Cilicia. After this viftory, the two generals divided their 

Antonys army: Labienus, with one part of Jt, purfucd Sai^a inter 

thtre^ Cilicia, where he flew him, defeated his army, oyer-ran all 

Afia Minor, and forcing Antony's lieutenants into the 

• iflands, reduced all the places as far as th^ Ifellefpont ai^d 

the jEgean Sea. At the fame time Pacorus, with the other 

part of the army, fubdued all Syria and Phc^nice as far as 

Tyre» which city alone held out againft him, the remains of 

the Roman .forces in that country having got thither before 

him *. An account of thefe fucccfles was brought to An- 

.tony at Alexandria ; and at the fame tipie news came of 

the ill (l^te of his affairs in Italy, and of the unfuccefsful 

war which his brother Lucius had waged with 0£iavianus. 

When he receiycd thefe tidings, recovering, as it were, 

from a fie of intoxication, he refolved at length to leave 

Cleopatra, and march againfl: the Parthi^ns. With thui 

view, having aflembled two hundred ibips» he failed to 

Tyre ; but finding the adjacent country in. the hands of the 

enemy, and receiving at the fame ume difagreeable letters 

s Dio, Appian. ibid. & in Parthieis. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 9* £pit« 
Liv. lib. cxxvii. Plut* in Anton. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiv* cap. %i» 

liderable trifles, when naanagcd kind of behaviour, highly un- 

by her, received fucb an air as becoming a queen, and a Ro- 

made them agreeable dj^xrliops. man magiftrate, a general, and 

They often rambled about the a copqueror, who was at. this 

ilrcets in the night hand-in- time forty and upwards, feemed 

hand, Cleopatra drefled like an very ilrangc to the grave and 

ordinary woman, and Antony Jjetter fort of people; but the 

like a flave ; and in that dif- populace were highly pleafed 

guife entering the public houfej, with their frolicks, faying of 

mixed with the mob. Cicopa- Antony, . that they had great 

tra tool^ great delight in thefe obligations to him, for fhewing 

^pcditions, as they gave her them his comical countenance, 

roorp tp difplay her wit and hu- and referving his tragical one 

inour in retorting tjie raillery of for the Romans, 

the vulgar^ They frequently (T) This Labienus was the 

^ct with rough treatment, ancl fan of Titus Labienus, who had 

fo|netimes with^ blows. This been Caefar's lieutcnapt in Gau\. 

bom 
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from Fulvhy he changed his refolution, and determined ta Antony 
fail diredWy to Italy. refotwes /# 

After having rcinforeed the garrifon of Tyre, he de.. '^^''f*'" ^« 
parted for Athens, where he met Fulvia, whom he highly -^^ 
blamed as the chief caufe of the late diforders. In thiei 
city he received certain advice, that O^lavianus had fecured 
Tranfalpine Gaul, and forced the fon of Calenus, after the 
death of his father, to join him with eleven legions, which 
he commanded in that province. As Tranfalpine Gaul 
had been, by a private agreement between the two trium- 
virs a^tef the battle of Philippi, yielded to Antony, he con«« 
fidered this invaCon as* an open declaration of war ; and 
therefore putting to fea without lofs of time, fet fail for 
Italy, without (hewing the leaft concern for Fulvia, whom 
he left fick at Sicyon. Tliis fcornful negle6l; completed 
what his infidelity had begun ; for (he died in that city The death 
foon after her hufband's departure. Antony, in croffing °J ^»^*^i^ 
the Ionian Se?, was met by Domitius Ahenobarbus, the 
republican 9jd|fiur^l } who, inftead of oppqiing him, came 
jt>n board his gaUeyt and furrendered the command of his 
fleet, induced to this^a£lion by AGnjius Pollio, who had fled 
from Italy after the Curren^er of Perufia, and taken refuge 
on board Domitius's fleet. The two fleets, thus joined, an- 
chored on the coall of Spirus, and from thence failed for 
Brundufium.. 

In this city OAavianu« bad (lationed five legions, who Antony ar* 
ihut the gates againft Antony, refufing admittance, not to ^'*v'J '» 
him, they faid, but to Domitius, who was the inveterate Italy ^ani 
enemy ot 0<^avian|is. Upon this refufal Antony imme- toBri^u* 
diately blocked up the place, and at the fame time dif- jium. 
patched one of his oflScers to Pompey in Sicily, inviting 
that general to join with him againft 0£tavianus, and in- 
vade Italy. Pompey readily accepted the propofal, made a 
defcent, and took feveral cities on the coaft, while Antony 
purfued the fiege of Brundufium with great vigour., Ofta*- 
xianus, having aflfenibled his legions, and detached Agrippa 
with a confiderable body againft, Pompey, marched with 
•the reft to the relief of the befieged city : but his veterans OBavta^ 
refufing to draw their fwords againft Antony, he was nus and 
obliged to liften to an accommodation, which at length ^^^^^ 
was accompliflied by the interpofition and management of ^^^IJ^^" 
Cocceius, Pollio; and the famous Maecenas (U). This ,^^,1/. 
dangerous breach being made i>p, and all paft oflFences and 
affronts mutually forgiven, th^ foldiers of the two armies, 

(U) Caius Cilnius Maecenas, Virgil and Horace as the liberjil 
well known from the vcrfcs of patron of the polite arts^ 

H4 to 
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t6 ma1t>e the fri«ndih«p of their gefierals more lafting, ie» 
fired it might be cemented with the ties of Mood $ and pro- 
pofed a match between Antony and Odavianus's fifter Oo- 
tavia, who was lately become a widow by the death of Mar* 
Cetius (W). Though the queen of Egypt had fo large a 
(hare in Antony's heart, yet the match was no fctoner pro* 
pofed to him, than he agreed to it with inexpreffible fa-* 
tisfadion, at lead in appearance. 

At this jun£%ure, the two triumvirs had an interview, in 
wMcb) after' mutual ^romifes of lafting friendAipi they 
^gi^eed to a new partition of the Roman empire \ by virttie 
whereof Codropolis (X), a town oT Illyricum, was to be 
the boundary of their dominions ; all from that place, weft- 
ward, was allotted to Odavianus; and all eaftward, to 
Antotiyn fo that the former had Dalmatia, the two Gauls, 
Spain, and Sardinia ; and the latter, all the eaftern pro- 
vinces, quite to the Euphrates. Africa was left to Lepi- 
^U6, who had been fent by Oftavianus, wi-th fa legions, 
into that province fome time before 'the arrival of Antony, 
It was agreed, that Antony fliould make war upon the Par* 
thians, and Odavianus reduce Pompey, if he refufed to 
fubrait to reafonable conditions. Italy was left common to 
toth the triumvirs for raifing forces to carry on thcffe ware. 
To thefe oonditions Antony added, that Oftavianus ftonW 
pardon Domitius Ahenobarbus, and likewife allthofe who 
iiad borne arms againft him in the war of Perufia. The 
two generals, thus reconciled, marched together to Rome, 
where the marriage between Antony and 0£lavia was fo- 
lemnized with the utmoft pomp and magnificence-. When 
the ceremony was over, Antony, to give Odlavianus an un- 
■deniable proof of the fincerity of his intentions, difcovered 
that Salvidienus, one of his lieutenants, had offered him 
•bis troc^s, and his fervice, when Oflavianus fent him into 
Spain ; and that he^ had repeated the fame offer .at Brun- 
dufium. In confequence of this information, Odtavianos 
*accufcd Salvidienus of treachery before the ifenatc, who dc- 



(W) d^avianus had a great 
veneration and tendernefs for 
his fifter; and, todoherjufticc, 
•none of her fex ever had a bet- 
^r claim to the cfteem and ve- 
neration of mankind j for though 
^e excelled all the women of 
her age, Cleopatra herfelf not 
excepted, in beauty, yet- the 
charms of her perfon were far 
inferior to chofeof her mind. 



(X) This -city n called by 
Appian Scodre, trhe fituation 
whereof agrees with that of Co- 
dropolis* Scodra, now icnown 
to the Turks by the name of 
Efcodar, and to the Italians by 
that of Scutari, was anciently 
the capital of the country of the 
Labeates, a people of Illyricum, 
and is at prefent the cbi^f ci^ 
of Albania. 

clared 
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' dared him an enemy to the people of Rome;, fentcnced hii» 
1 • to death, and ordered thanks to be publicly returned to the 

Sods for the difcovery of the treafon. At the fame time 
lanius, of whom we have already fpoken, was, by Antop- 
I fi/s order, put to deaths as having been the chief author of 

the late difturbances*. 
I Pompey, who was matter at fea, 'keeping all the ports ojf Upme if 

Xtaiy blocked up with his numerous fleets, Rome was re- ^jfir^Sx 
4uced 16 the utmoft extremity for want of provifions, efpe- 
cially of corn, which was become fo dear, that the pepp^ 
were extremely clamorous. In this emergency Antooy 
yrefledhis colleague either to make peace with Pompey, ot 
1 oblige him, by a vi^rous war^ to recall his fleets, and leave 

! the fea open £pr trade and navigation. Oftavianus was more 

inclikied to war^ Pompey having lately conquered the iflands 
of Sardinia and Corfica ^ but as he wanted money to carry 
' it on, with Antony's approbation, he laid two taxes on all the 

I inhabitants of Rome and Italy -, the one of four drachmas 

and a half for every flave, ihe other on all legacies. This ^/^pfopfg 
impofition fo provoked the populace, that they aflaulted rifg. 
Ofiiavianus in the forum, and wauld have torn him in 
pieces, had not Antony haftened to his afliftance with a 
body of troops, which was encamped at the gates of the 
city. The rabble were foon difperfed, feveral of them ^ 

kiDed, and their bodies thrown into the Tiber ; but, as the 
famine ftill continued, the populace, hotwlth (landing the 
-punifhmentof a few, grew daily more outrageous* 

Antony, therefore, fearing a general infurrefl ion, wrote Thttri* 
to Lucius 'Scribonius Libo, then in Sicily with Pompey bis umvirs 
fon-in-law, inviting him to Rome, to treat of an accommo- ^i^'^ ^ 
dation between Oclavianus, Pompey, and himfelf. Pora- ^^1^*^ 
pey was overjoyed at thispropofal, as was alfoStatius Mur- ^itMPom^ 
cus ; hut Menas, whom fome writers call Menodorus, one pej^ 
of Pompey's enfranchifed flaves, and a fea-officer of great 
experience and bravery, not only oppofed it, but. with 
groundlefs infm nations entirely eftranged Pompey from Mur- ^ 

cus, who prefled him, with great eatneftnefs, to accommo- 
date all differences with the triumvirs, and reftore ItaJy to its 
former tranquility. Murcus retired to Syracufe, where he 
was murdered by fome flaves, whom Pompey afterwards 
commanded to be executed, to clear himfelf from the muf- 
der. It was, however,, commonly believed, that Menas had 
aflaflSnated him by Pompey's orders. Notwithftanding Me- . ^ 

* nas's Qppofition, Pompey allowed Libo to go to Rcune, 

• ■ 

« Pint. & Appian. ibid. Li v. Epit. lib, cxxvii. Dio, lib. zlvin* 

' where 



io6 



An tniif" 

HHtW hi' 

t«wien the 
triumviri 
and FoM" 



Ptmpefs 

demands. 



Artides he- 
tijoeen the 
triumvirs 
and Pom' 
pejf. 



^e Roman Hijlory. 

where he persuaded 0£l:avianus and Antony to come to ai^ 
interview with Pompey, that they might in perfon difcu($ 
their pretenfionsj and put an end to their differences. Tp 
this propofal Pompey confented, at the earneft requeft of 
his officers ; and advanced with his fleet to the promontory 
formed by Mount Mifenus, where he and Libo in a galley, 
and the two triumvirs on a kind of mole made for that pur- 
pofe, exhibited their mutual claims and pretenfions. Fom*r 
pey demanded to be admitted into the triqmvirate^ iiiftead 
of Lepidus, whofe authority declined daily- This demand 
feemed very reafonable to JPompey, but quite otherwife to 
Antony and Oftavianus ; fo that, after a warm and long 
difpute, they parted without coming to ^ny refolution, 
Pompey, who knew he had it in his power tp ^reduce Rome, 
and all Italy,^ to the utmoft' extremity, and force the inha- 
bitants to take arms againfl the triumvirs, was for breaking 
off the conference, and returning to Sicily j, but Libo ad^ 
vifed him to continue the negotiations, at leaftby deputies ; 
with this advice he complied. 

The fecond day he dropped his pretennona to ^ place ixy 
the triumvirate, but propofed the following preliminaries 5 
I* That thofe who bad been concerned in the death of Cae-» 
far fhould only be baniflied, and be at liberty to choofe the 
place of their exile. 2. That fuch as had been profcribed 
on any account whatever, (hould be allowed to retui"n tp 
Rome. 3. That the latter fhould be reflor^d tp the pofTef- 
fion of their lands and fortune. Antony and Oftavianus 
abfolutely rejefted the two firfl articles, and only copfentecT 
that thofe, who were not in the number of the confpiratorg, 
fhould be allowed to purchafe their eflates. Mofl part of 
thofe who were about Pompey, tired with fuch a long and 
deflruftive war, and dreading the fate of Murcus, declared, 
that they were willing to return to Rome even upon the 
conditions propofed by the triumvirs 5 a declaration which 
fo difpleafed Pompey, that, in a tranfport of paiGon, he 
tore his robe, calling thofe who fubmitted to fuch fhame- 
ful conditions traitors, and cowardly deferters. ** Menas 
(faid he) is the only true friend I have in the world ; Me- 
nas alone has given me wholefome and difinterefted advice.'* 
However, at the earneft entreaties of his mother Mutia, of 
Julia, Antony's mother, and of Libo, his father-in-law. he 
confented to a fecond interview, in which, after three days 
debates, the following articles were agreed to by the con- 
tending parties. # 
* I. That Pompey fhould be left in poflefGon erf Sicily, 
Sardinia, Corfica, and the adjacent iflands ; and fhould be- 
fides have Peloponnefus yielded to him» 2^ That he fhould 

have 
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have tlie privilege of demanding the confulate^ though ab-» 
fent, and of difcharging that pffice by any of his friends. 
3. That the dignity of pontifex maximus fhould be coo- 
jferred upon him, and feventy thoufand great fcfterces r?- 
ftored to him out of his father's confifcated eftate. 4. That 
fuch as had takeij refuge with him merely out of fear, 
fhould be allowed to return, and enjoy their eftates ; an4 
that the profpribed pjerfons, who were not guilf y of Casfar's 
death, fconld have on|y the fourth part of their eftates re- 
ftored* 5. That trade and navigation fhould be free ; that 
Pdmpey fhould withdraw ^is troops from Italy ^ that he 
ihould fufFer no inroads or defcents to be made upon the 
coafls, nor build more fhips. 6. That he fhould not fqr 
the future receive the flaves who fled to him ; that thoie 
who had borne arms under him fhould be declared free 5 * 
.and that his legionaries, when the time of their fervice was 
.expired, fhould have their fhare in the divifipn of lands 
with thofe of Antony and 0£tavianus. 7, That he fhould 
immediately fend to Ilome the corn he bad retained, oblige ^ 

^he Sicilians to pay annually what corn was due to the re- 
public out of their ifland, and clear the feas of all pirates. < 
This treaty was figne^ by the three chiefs, and fent to 
Rome, to be depofited in the hands of the Veflals ^. They ^ g \ 
then agreed to treat each other, in token of their fi nee re rcr umvirt 
conciliation ; and it fell ^o Pompey's lot to make the firQ and Pom- 
entertainment. Antony afkcd him where he defigned to p^yt^fat 
jcccive them ; ^^ in Carinis," anfwered Pompey pleafantly j ^^ch^tkft:, 
for the word carina^ in Latin, ^gmfiesjhips ; and was like- 
wife the name of the ward, or part of the city, where Pom- 
pey the great had a flately palace, which Antony had feized. 
Antony underftood the raillery, but was not very quick at 
Repartees. On the day appointed for the entertainment, 
Pompey, having brought his galley near the fhore, and 
inade a bridge to it from the promontory, received his twp 
guefts with great politenefs. Here Oftavianus fecmed tp 
have forgot his ufual warihefs and circumfpeftion ; and this 
entertainment would have coft both him and his colleague 
dear, could Pompey have prevailed upon himfelf to viojate 
the laws of honour and hofpitality. While they were at 
table, and Pompey and Cxfar growing warm with wine, 
began to rally Antony upon his amours, and fondnefs for 
|:he fair Egyptian queen, Menas whifpered Pompey in the 
ear, ** You have now a fair opportunity of revenging the 
^eatl) of your father and brpthcy, and making yourfelf maf- 
^r of the whole Roman empire : it is but cutting the cable ^ 

« k Appiaii. Dio, Plut. ibid, 
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"leave tfie reft to me.** The blow was ftire, and tie tempta- 
tion violent ; Pompey's fleet being drawn up in order of 
"battle, and all the triumvirs forces ^fliore. Pompey, ftartkd 
at the fudden propofal, replied, ** This you might have 
done without imparting it to me ; but now let us make the 
beft of our prefent condition, for I cannot prevail upon my-* 
'felf to violate my faith once given .^ 

Antony and Oftavianus treated Pompey in tbcir turns, 
with great demonftrations of friendftiip ; for the confirming 
of which, and cementing it with new ties, Pompey, who 
-was firicere, propofed a match between his daughter and 
M. Marcel! us, the fon of Oftavia by her former fau^and j 
which Oftavianus confenting to, they both entered into the 
nfual engagements, Pompey for his daughter, and Ofta- 
•vianus for his nephew, who was at that time but an infant* 
'This is the famous M. Marccllus, whom Oflavianas ap« 
pointed bis heir, failing iffue male of his' own, and whofe 
virtues are fo highly commended by the prince of the Latiii 
poets *^. Before the three chiefs parted, they named eohftri^ 
"for the four following years j Antony and Libo for the firft, 
0£lavianus and Pompey for thefccond, Domitius and Sqk 
fiu5 for the tliird, and Antony and Csefarfor the foUrtl^. 
The confuls of this year, in which t^ie treaty was concluded, 
were Cn. Domitius Calvinus and C. Afiriius Polfio, who had 
ifucceeded L. Antonius and P. Servilius Vat^a Ifauticus ; 
but before their year expired, L. Cornelius Balbus and P. 
Canidius Craffus, on what account wp know not, were fub^- 
ftituted in therr room'**. * 

A)l differences being thus compofed, Pompey, taking 
leave of Antony and Octavianus, returned to Sicily, and ihc 
other two repaired to Rome, where they were welcomed 
with loud acclamations of the people, overjoyed to fee 
themfelves delivered from a cruel famine, which had begun 
to rage with great fury in the capital, and all the provinces 
of Italy. The joy of the people was inereafed upon the re- 
turn 01 many illuftrious citizens, who had been profcribed 
1)y the triumvirs, or forced to fly their country through -fear 
of failing into the hands of 0£lavianus, after the furrcnder 
of Peruria(Y). Antony and 06tavianus, after a fhort ftay 
■at Rome, took leave of each other, and, q.uitting the capital, 
fex out, the former for Greece, and the latter for Gaul. 

'< Vide Vir^« JEoeid. lih. vi. ver.<S56, &^q. ^ Dio, lib. «ihx. 

t(Y) Among thefe were L. Nero^ M» Cicero, the fon of 
Arruntius, 'M. Junius Silanus, the orator, and many other ci- 
C. Sentius SaturniniAs, M. Ti- tizcus of ei;eat diilindion. 
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Some nations beyond the Alps having attempted to fiiabe 
off the yoke, Odt^vianus^ to whofe fhare Gaul was fallen, OBavim* 
marched againft them in p^rfon \ and having eafily reduced ««# 
them, repaired the Alps, and (topped in Hetruria. Antony niarekt$ 
jifpalched Ventidius into Afia, to flop the inroads of the ^«**.''**i|f^ 
Parthiansi but went himfelf no farther than Athens, where q^I^ 
lie fpent the winter with Octavia, in the fame excefles of 
luxury, folly, and chDdifli diverfions, as he had before en- 
joyed with Cleopatra at Alexandria (Z). 

In the mean time news were brought to Antony of a (ig-> Refol*vesf 
nal viSory gained by Ventidius over the Parthians, for march inf 
which he made great rejoicings ; but being informed at the ^"*^^* 
fame time that Pacorus was making preparations, with a 
de&gn to invade Syria again, and thinking it inconfiilent 
wirh hid reputation to continue idle at Athens, and fuffer 
Mxm lieutenant to deprive him of the glory of this war, he 
allembled bis troops early in the fpring, aod refumed, with 
the marks of his dignity, all the majefty of a Roman general. 
When his army was ready to march, he made himfelf % 
garland of the olive-tree confecrated to Minerva, and filled 
a veflel with the water of the Clepfydra, to carry along with 
him (A). He left Athens, after having made an entertain* 
ment for all the inhabitants of that populous city, and 
marched with his forces into the £aft. Before he reached 

(Z) A« he loved wine, he want money.'* Antony would 

wa« wonderfully ' pleafed with abate nothing of the fum, which' 

the title of Bacchus, which di- was levied upon all the inha- 

vinity he took upon him to per- bitants, who revenged them- 

ibnate in a proceilion he made felves, according to their cuf' 

upon the joyful . tidings oF the torn, with fatires and lampoons, 

fuccefs of his arms ifl the Eaft. of which his amours with Cleo- 

During thefe public rejoicings, patra were the chief fubjed j. 

the Greeks {fX no bounds to but he laughed at their jelb. 

their flattery; they fell pro- and took their monev (i). 
Urate before the pretended Bac- (A) This was a fountain iti 

chus, befeeching him to marry the citadel of Athens, and wa& 

Minerva, the tutelar deity of called Clepfydra, as being 

ihisir city. Antony confented fometimes full of water, and 

to the match; but afked a thou- fometimes empty, like thofe 

land talents for the portion of veflels which were anciently in 

the goddefs. ** Your father, ufe among the Greeks, and 

Jupiter, (anfwered one of the alfo the Egyptians, to meafure 

Athenians), required no for- time by the running out of tho 

nine with your mother Semele/* water. Antony imagined, thac 

'* It is true (replied Antony) ; this water would not a little coa« 

hue Jupiter was rich, and I tribute to thefuccefsofhisarmt*. , ^ 

(t) Plut. in Anton. Apptan. ibid, U Dio,ibid. 
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fefitidius t^^ Icerte of aftion Ventidius gained a third vi^ofy, ihdfS 

gains ^reat glorious than the other two ; whereby he fully revenged thef 

4n^*uafitages death of Craffus, and redeemed the honour of the Komarf 

^^jl^^ name, which had fufFered much fince the battle of Garrhae} 

^'^ ' for Pacorus himfclf, with above twenty thoufand of hisbefk 

men, was flain in this battle, of which we have' given an 

account in our hiftory of the Parthians. Had Ventidius 

purfued all the advantages of' this *viftory, he might have 

extended the bounds of the, Roman empire to the banlcs of 

\ the Tigris ; but riot thinking it prudent to pufli his good 

fortune any farther, for fear of giving Antony umbrage, hd 

turned his arms againfl thofe who had revolted in Syria and 

Phocnice, during the late war. 

Purfuant to this defign, whefi Antony arrived, he was 
befieging Samdfata, the capital of Comagene, whither An-^ 
h Sfmiffid tiochus, king of that country, had retired. Antony, on 
kf Amgny. j^jg arrival, difmiffed this brave commander, and fent him 
to Rome, to demand of the fenate and people the honours 
of a triumph, being glad to get rid of a fubaltern, whofe 
glory eclipfed that of his general. Antiochus, from the 
beginning of the fiege, had offered to Ventidius a thou- 
fand talents for his- pardon, and promifed entire obedience 
and fubmiffion to all Antony's commands. Thefe offers 
. being rejc6ted by Antony, the befieged, dreading his re-* 
fentment, defended the place with fuch vigour and intre- 
pidity, that the Roman general began to repent his not ac- 
cepting the firft offer. He was, in the end, glad to come 
to an accommodation with Antiochus for three hundred 
talents, that he might raife the fiege with honour, which 
otherwife he fhould be forced to relinquifh in a (hamefui 
manner, his foldiers being difpleafed with his difmiiling 
Ventidius, under whofe condu£): they had gained fo many 
viftories *. After this pacification, Antony, having ap- 
pointed Sofius his lieutenant in Cilicia, Syria, and Palef- 
tii returns tine, left the army to his command, and retamed to 0£la- 
to Athens, ^j^ ^^ Athens. 

Hew dif' New difputes arifing between Pompcy and Oftavianus^ 

futes be' the latter was intent on making the neceffary preparations 

pween for war, being determined to feize the firft opportunity 

^"doa ^^^^ offered to invade Sicily. The late treaty of peace had 

viatiMi. regulated their pretenfions, but not their ambition; and 

that animofity between Julius Caefar and Pompey the Great, 

which had laid waile the Roman world, ftill fubfifted in 

tbe minds of their fuccefibrs. The apparent fubje£t of their 

quarrel was Peloponnefus, which had been yielded to Pom- 

• Plut. 10 Anton. Appian. in Fartbic. Dio, lib. xlix. p»405. 
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|Jcy, In virtue of the treaty. Oftavianud pretended, that 
the tributes, owing from that province to the republic be- 
foTt the treaty, wei'e due to the triumvirs, and that Pom* 
pey ought to be rcfponfible for them ; Pompey maintained, 
that they had yielded him that country free from all charges. 
As a breach was likely to enfue, Pompey caufed his old 
galiies to be refitted, and feveral new (hips to be built. 
This ftep was contrary to the late treaty, and therefore a 
plaufible pretence for Odlavianus to invade Sicily. He 
therefore reinforced his army with new levies, and aflem- 
bled (hips on the coails of the Adiiatic and Tyrrhenian 
fcas. 

Pompey, informed of thefc preparations, once more Romi r#-- 
blocked up the ports of Italy, and in a (hort time reduced iiuad again 
the populous capital to its former diftrefs. The people, ^^g^*^ 
threatened again with famine, began to complain, and ^A'**'''* 
feemed di(pofed to mutiny, if their grievances were not 
foon redrened. But Oftavianus, who had a numerous army 
on foot, continued his preparations for war, both by fea 
and land, without liilening to the complaints of the dif- 
contented populace. He urged Antony to leave Athens, 
and pafs into Italy, that they might confult about the moft 
proper meafures for cru(hing Pompey, their common rival. 
He likewife acquainted Lepidus with his defign, who was 
then in Africa, which had fallen to his (hafe in the laft di- 
viGon of the Roman dominions, exhorting him to equip his 
fleet with all poffible expedition, that they might a£t in con« 
cert, and both invade Sicily at the fame time. Antony, in 
compliance with his requeft) came to Brundulium ; but 
not finding him there at the time appointed, he returned 
to Athens ; whether out of fonie diftruft he had of Ofta- . 
vianus, or becaufe he was alarmed by certain prodigies^ is 
ttncertain (B). Whatever his reafons were, he reimbarked, 
leaving a letter for 0£tavianus, wherein he exhorted him 
to adhere to the conditions of the laft treaty. Lepidus, who 
was a man of an indolent difpo(ition» fpent the whole fum- 
mer in making preparations, and did not leave Africa ti^ 
the following year j fo that the burden of the war fell upon 
0£bivianus, whofe boundlefs ambition would allow him no 
reft, till he had got rid of fo powerful a rival, and made 
himfelf mafter of the weakhy ifland he pofle(red. 

(B) One of his centineU was bad omen. The inhabitants 

devoured by wolves, no part of of Brundufium told him, that at 

his body being left entire, ex- break of day they had feen a 

cept his face: this was a very wolf come out of his tentt 
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tn the midft of his cares^ and warlike preparations^ hH 
found no fmall relief in the agreeable converfation of Li^ 
via, with whofe charms^ and refined wit> he was fo en- 
chanted, that he divorced his own wife Scribonia (C),iand 
iliarried her, though then big with child, her hufband Clau^ 
diu» Tiberius Nero not daring to oppofe the inclinations of 
fo powerful a lover. Livia had one fon by Tiberius, wko 
bore his father^s name, and, three months after her mar-* 
riage with Oftavianus, fhe was brought to bed of another, 
named Drufus. Of thefe children, and their mother Livia, 
we fhall have occafion to fpeak in the fequel of this hiftory. 
The charms of Livia, however powerful, were not able to 
divert Odlavianus from the purfuit of his ambitious views. 
He continued his warlike preparations, recalled the legions 
he had left in Tranfalpine Gaul, and alTenibled a great num* 
ber of veiTels in the ports of Hetruria, and at Ravenna, on 
the Adriatic fea. 

As his fleet was not yet in a condition to cope with that 
of Pompey, he muft have deferred his Sicilian expedition, 
till the return of Antony, and the arrival of Lepidus, had 
not fortune favoured him beyond expedation ; for Menas* 
the fr^edman of Pompey, an ^officer of great valaur and 
experience in maritime aAairs, being offended with his maf« 
ter for not revenging the death of fome of his freedmen, 
killed by the fenators who were about him, revolted to Qo- 
tavianus ; and joining him with three legions, and the nu« 
merous fleet which he commanded, delivered to him the 
iflands of Corfica and Sardinia. Oflavianus received him 
with real joy : allowed him the privilege of wearing a gold 
ring, and fitting among the Roman knights, and appointed 
him commander In chief of the fleet which he had brought 
over. This infult Pompey confidered as a declaration o£ 
war ; and therefore immediately fent out Menecrates, a 
fteedman, and a mortal enemy to Menas, with a numerous 
fquadron, to ravage the coafts of Italy } but being met on 
his return by a fquadron of O^iavianus's fleet, commanded 
by C. Calvifius, and his ancient rival Menas, a bloody en* 
gagement enfued, in which Menecrates and Menas diftin-^ 
guiflied themfelves above the other commanders. They 
tt^ere both men of great courage and intrepidity ^ and there* 



(C) Scribonia was. the After 
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married her with a political 
fiew; which was, to divert 



Pompey 2 by that alliance, from 
fiding with Antony, who feem- 
ed inclined to efpoufe the quar* 
rel of his brother Lucius, and 
his wife Fulvia. 

fofC,^ 



Hie komM Hifioty^ j 13 

lore, tegztAlei^ of all danger, fought with a fury hardly to, >^ 
be paralleled^ After a long and moft obftinate difpute be- 
tween the two rivaU, Menecrates b^ing dangeroufly wound- 
ed* Menas boarded and made birnfelf mailer of his galley* 
Menecriates^ choofing rather to die than fall into the hands 

of his ihortal enemy, threw himfelf into the fea and pe-^ 
riffled* Upon his de^th DemoChares, another freedman, Offawa* 
taking upon htm the command of the fleet, attacked Calvi- mu'sJUet 
fitt^^s fquadron fo vigorouily, that h^ forced him to give deftaud bf 
way, took feveral of his gallies, funk others, and drove the ^^^Po*** 
reft ^ainft the rocks, where moft of them were dalhed to 
pieces \ fo that Calvifius efcaped by the favour of the night 
only with a few gallics, and took refuge with Menas in the 
bay of Cumae K 

O^vianus, who was then at Tarentum, where he had 
aflembled a numerous fleets immediately refolved to pafs the 
ftrdghts of MeiTana, and join Calvifius and Menas. Being offavismus 
attacked in that narrow paifage by Pompey and Democha- is overcome 
res, who were returned to Meflana, moft of his (hips were ^ P^mpix* 
either funk or driven on the rocki; Odavianus himfelf 
gained the fliore with the utmoft difficulty, where he nar- 
rowly efcaped falling into the hands of the enemy. But 
being well acquainted with the defiles of a neighoouring 
mountain, through bye»ways he reached the top of it, and 
there, with a few attendants, lay concealed. Having avoid* oSawAnus 
ed one danger, be fell into another: a flave of J£milius in great 
t^aulus, whofe father had b£en profcribed by Odavianus, dm^irm 
feeing the triumvir without his ufual guards, thought this a 
favour^e opportunity of being revenged on him for his 
cruelty towards his old mafter ; and therefore approaching 
him with a dagger, attempted to ftab him y but miffing his 
blow, a&it was then very dark, he was immediately cut in 
pieces by the triumvir's attendants >. . While OA^vianua 
remained on the top of the mountain, Cornificius, who 
commanded under him, maintained the combat with great 
bravery j and, having funk Dempchares's (hip, continued 
fighting, notwithftanding the great lofs he had fuftained, 
tiU fim-fet, when Calvifius and Menas appearing uqexpefl* 
edly with their fquadrons, Pompey thoueht it advifeable to 
retreat. Next inoming Oftavianus had the mortification ' 
to fee moft of his veflels ftranded upon the coaft ; fome 
b^lf-burnt ; others ftill in flames, and the fea, to a great 

' diftance, covered with the wreck. But what gave him the 
greateft uneafinefs was, to perceive the enemy's fleet ad^ 
vandi^ (in full fell againft Menas wd Calvi£us, who wi^rc 

f Appian. DiO; ibid. 8 Appian* lib« v« Dio, lib. xlviii* 
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liot in a condition to withftand them ; but as they were ofi 
*thc point of engaging, a vicrtent ftorm arofe, which induced 
■Pompey to retire into the port of Meflana ; but mbft of 
•Oftavianus's (hips were cither funk with all the men on 

• board, or ftranded on the (hore. As the ftorm lafted all 
'night, Oftavianus, to avoid fo difmal a fpeftacle, went 

early next morning to Vibonium, or Vibo, a city of, Bru- 
tium ; whence he fent orders to his lieutenants to guard 
ivith the greateft care the coafts of Italy, left Pompey fhould 
attempt an invafion : but be was {6 far from impfoving the 

' advantages he had gained, by attacking his rival on the 
continent, that, by an unpardonable negligence, he ftiffered 
the remains of his enemy's fleet to retire unmolefted to 
Vibonium •*. 

Oftavianus finding himfelf without (hips or money, and 
at the fame tinie the 'people at Rome being ready to mu- 
tiny for want of corn, he difpatched Maecenas to Antony, 

" folicitine his affiftance againft their common enemy. An- 
tony, who was then in Syria, as we read in Dio, or at 
Athens, according to Appian, promifed to aflift his ccfl- 

• league to the utmoft of his power. Accordingly having, 
with amazing diligence, aflembled his fleet, he failed for 
Italy with three hundred (hips. In the mean time, Ofta- 
vianus hearing of a complete viftory gained by Agrippa 
over the revolted Gauls, would willingly have difpenfed 
with Antony's afliftance. He thought him already too 
powerful ; and therefore, under various pretences, would 
willingly have declined going to meet him. Thefe evafions 
highly difpleafed Antony, who had for a long time been 
jealous of his colleague : however, as he defigned to ex- 

• change with Qftavianus part of his fleet, which would be 
■ of no ufe to him in his intended expedition againft the 
' Parthians, for land-forces, he waited a long time for him 

at Tarentum, though he had been refufed admittance at 
Brundufium. 

At length he began to grow very uncafy, and to com- 
plain of Oftavianus in reproachful terms. Oftavia, who 

• had attended Antony from Greece, though then big with 
^ child, prevailed upon him to fend her to his colleague, not 

doubting that (he could eafily remove all their jealou(ies and 
' fufpieions. On her journey to Rome, (he met her brother, 
- with -whom (he had a conference, in the prefence of his 
'- two friends, Mascenas and Agrippa. After (he had, with 
f great prudence and addrefs, anfwered the complaints of her 
^ brother againft her hulband^ (be conjured both him, and 
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Ms two favourites, \vith tears iii her «ye$, to confider her 
iituation, and not fuffer her, inftead of the moft fortunate . 
of wpmen, to become the moft miferable : ** For at prc- 
fent (faid flie), the eyes of the vi^hole Roman people are 
fixed upon me, on account of the ties which bind me to 
two of the greateft men in the world, being wife to one» 
and fifter to the othen If raih counfels prevail, and war 
enfues, I (hall be miferable without redrels ; for, on what 
fide foever viftory falls, I (hall be fure to be the lofer.'* 

O^laTianus, foftened by the intreaties of a fifter whom ^^^^ 
be loved with the greateft tendernefs, confentcd to an in- ^'^"fl^^j 
tcrvicw with Antony; for which a place was chofcn upr hyjbandt^ 
on a river between Metapontum and Tarentum. An- an inur" 
tony went thither firft ; and, as foon as he faw OQavianus 'z^'^w. 
advancing, leaped into a boat, in order to receive him on 
the other fide the river. Odavianus, not to be outdbne by 
him in civility, embarked on the other fide ; fo that the 
two boats met in the middle of the river. After they had 
embr;lced each other, they had a friendly contefton which 
fide they fhould land. Antony was for landing on 0£):avia- 
nus's fide, and O^tavianus on Antony's ) but Odavianus 
at length prevailed, under pretence of waiting on his fifter, 
who was returned to Tarentum. They walked together to 
the city, where Odlavianus fpeiit the night without any 
other guards about his perfon than thofe of Antony, who 
likewife went the next day without guards, and pafied the 
night in 0£tavianus's camp. All little differences between ^htirdif^ 

. them being fettled in an amicable manner, it was agreed, j^'^^'^'a 
that Odavianus (hould give Antony two of his legions to * **' 
be employed againft the Parthiaris ; and that Antony,. in 
return, fiiould leave with him an hundred armed gallies. 
Befides, 0£i:avia obtained of her hufband twenty fmall 
ihips, oty as Appian has it, ten triremes, for her brother ; 
and of her brother a thoufand foot for her hulband. That 
their friend^ip and union might be more lafting, Oftayia- 
nus betrothed his daughter Julia, whom he had by Scribo- 

. nia, to Antyllus, Antony's fon ; and they both agreed^ the 
five years of the triumvirate being now expired, to prolong 
their authority for five years more, without confulting 

. either the fenate or people. After this accomnxodation, 
Antony departed once more for Syria. Oftavia accompa- 
nied him to Corcyra, whence, that flie might not be cx- 
pofed to the dangers of that expedition, he fent her back 
into Italy, to remain there till he had ended that war, com- v 
mitting her, and his children both by her, and his former 
wife Fulvia, to the care of O^lavianus ^ 

< Plut. in Antoii. Appian. p. 726, 7*7. Dio, lib. xlviii.. p* 190* 39i. 
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This laft now b«gan to make vaft preparations, both tif 
fea and land| for his intended expedition againft Pompey« ^ 
He appointed Agrippa commander in chief of his navy ; 
and tnat brave officerj in a few months equipped, with in- 
defatigable induftry, a fleet able to cope with Pompcy's. 
The lea and land-forces being ready to enter upon a£tion^ 
Odlavianus refolved to invade the ifland in three different 
placed at the fame time : Lepidus, whom he had fent for 
fropfi Africa, was to land at Lilybaeum, on the fouth of the 
ifland ; Statilios Taurus, who was at Tarentum, on the 
eafl (ide, at cape Pachynum ; and 0£tavianus on the 
weftern coaft at cape Pelorum Agrippa, with a numerous 
fquadron, was to cruife off Mylse, a city on the northern 
coaft of the ifland, where Pompey had aflTembled all his 
naval forces. Menas had already, induced by his natural 
levity, abandoned the party of Oftavianus, and returned to 
Pompey with his fquadron, not thinking hiififelf confider- 
ed, as he deferved, by his new mafter. Calvifius, thougli 
an of&cer of great experience in maritime afllairs, was not 
employed in this expedition, having incurred the dif- 

Eleafure of 0£lavianus, for fuffering himfelf to be deceived 
y Menas, when he deferted to Pompey. 
All things being ready, the fleets, though in diflTerent 
ports, fet fail on the day agreed on, which was that of the 
new moon in the month of July ; both that day and month 
being facred to the memory of Julius Csefar. They had 
fcarce put to fea, when a violent ftorm defeated all their 
meafures. Statilius Taurus, forefeeing it, returned to Ta- 
rentum with the hundred ^nd two (hips he commanded ; 
but the fquadrons of Odavianus, Lepidus, and Agrippa, 
fuffered fevcrely ; that efpecially of Odavianus, who loft 
fix of the fhips which Oftavia had given him, twenty-fix 
^rtckeda others, and a great number of light veifels, called by the 
feconditme. j^^^^^^ liburnicse. Lepidus, Who was come from Africa 
with twelve legions, and five thoufand Nuraidian horfe, on 

* board eighty ftips of war, and a thoufand tranfports, after 
'having loftfomeof his veflels, landed at Lilybaeum, not- 
y withftanding the oppofition he met with from Plennius, 
' whom Pompey had pofted there with fome legions, and a 
' great number of flingers and archers. All the other fqua* 

'drons were driven back, and forced to take Ihelter in 
^ diflTerent harbours. 

0£);avianus's principal care was to refit his fleet, recmit 

* his forces, and prevent the difturbances which this difaAer 
''might raife in Rome. Thither he difpatched Maecenas, 

who, with his ufual addrefs, foon calmed the minds of the 

peaplc. At the fame time he went in perlibn to tibe fevcral 
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fottt miiere his ttiif% had taken flielte? $ anci,, hjr eocoui^g* 
in^ and amply rcwandin^ the workmen, got his fleet refitn 
tcdy and ready to put to fee again before the end of tbe 
fikxuner. In this fecond attempt he was attended with 
better fortune than in the former \ for Meffala Corvinus 
faufided fafe with three legions, auid encamped near Tauro** 
Siinium at a fmall diftance from Lepidus; feveral other 
h^ons were <lifembarked) without any confiderable o[^>o« 
fition^ in other places of the ifland; and Statiiius Taurua 
made himfelf mailer of cape Scylaceum on the continent, 
which Pompey had feized. On the other hand, Papias« 
one of Fompey's admirals> failing in with a fquadron, 
which was oouyeying four legions to Lepidus, attacked the 
tranfporC35 took fome of them, funk others, and obliged the 
feft to return to Africa. 

OAavianus^ who was then with his fleet in the port of 
Strongylet one of the .£olian aflands, obfcrving all the 
eoaft of i^cily cm that fide lined with Pompey's forces, left 
the command of the fleet to Agrippa, and returned to Vi<* 
honium for the reft of his (hips* Upon his departure, 
Agrippa, eager for an opportunity of fignaliaing his valour, 
reduced Htera, one of the ^olian iflands» a plaqe of the Hi^a 
utmoft importance. From thence he fteered bis courfe to- ^^'^ ^ ' 
wards Mylae, with a defign to furprife Depnochares, who ^f"/^ 
had in that port a fleet of forty fail undef his command : 
but, being informed that Papias was advancing to the re^ 
lief of Demochares, he thought it advifeable firft to engage 
the former, over whom be gained a complete viftory. In and mi of 
confequence of this viftory, Qdavianus, who was then at Pompejf't 
Scylaceum, thinking Pompey was blocked up by Agrippa, ^]^f^^y 
embarked the flower of his anny, and landed in the neigh* ^ 
bourhood of Taurominium, with a defign to befiege that 
{^ee. In the mean time, Pompey appearing unexpe£bedly 
om the coaft with his fleet, both Oftavianus, and liis troops, r 
were ftruck Mrith fuch terror, that Pompey might have eafily 
cutthemin pieces: but he, as the day was already far ad- 
vanced, inftead of attacking them without lofs of time, re* 
tired with h^ land-forces to a neighbouring mountain, and 
there pafled the night, ^which the enemy employed in for- 
tifying their camp. 

Next morning, by break of day, Oflavianas, not doubt- 
ing but Pompey would attack his camp, left the defence of 
it to hia lieutenants, L. Cornificius, Titinins, and Carcius, 
and went on board his fleet. In flying from one danger he 
fell into another i for Pompey, not thinking it advifeable 
to attack his camp, which was well fortified* fell upon bis 
fleet^ and foon convinced his rivals that if he viranted oon- 
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p0mpgy de- ^^^j ^^ did not want courage. Oftavianus's fleet was pat 
feats a to flight at the firft onfet \ feveral of his (hips were taken^ 
Squadron and the reft, a fmall number only excepted, either funk or 
€ommandid burnt. As the battle was fought near the fliore, fuch of 
Octavianus's men as could fwim, took refuge in the camp 
of Cornificius ; but the reft were, for the moft part, either 
drowned or taken. 0£iavianus made his efcape in a boat ; 
and leaving his troops afliore to fhift for themfeives, made 
for Abala, a city on the coaft of Italy, being attended only 
by one domeftic. Quite exhaufted with the fatigue he had 
undergo];ie, and ovet whelmed with grief and chagrin, on 
account of hisdefeat, he lay down on the open (hore, and 
fell into fo found a fieep, that he was carried, without wak« 
ing, by fome officers who knew him, to a camp) which 
Meffala had formed in that neighbourhood for the defence 
of the coaft. His firft care, after he awaked, was to pro- 
vide for the fafety of the tcoops he had left in Sicily under 
the command ofCornificrus. With this view he imme- 
' diately difpatched a meffenger to Agrippa, enjoining him 
to fend immediately a ftrongbody of legionaries, under the 
command of Laronius, to their affiftance^ Cornificius was 
reduced to the utmoft extremity : he could receive no provir 
fions by fea, which was befet by the enemy's vkiorious 
fleet, and allccmvoys by land.were intercepted by Pompey's 
Numidian cavalry. In this extremity he was forced to 
abandon his camp, without knowing what route to take : 
at length he refolved to march towards, Myte, which 
Agrippa had feized ; but was fo harafled all the way by the 
jcnemy's parties, that . his men began to defpair, and giv^ 
themfelves up for loft. Cornificius made every cfl^ort to 
fupport their .drooping courage, till they found themfelves 
fhut up by the enemy's troops:ia a narrow valley, called 
the- Fiery Brook : the ground being entirely covjered with 
duft and afhes, thrown out by Mount jEna-, without any 
fprings or rivulets, they muft inevitably have periilhed with 
"thirft, or fur rendered at difcretion, bad not the fuccours 
hutrtliev' fcnt by Agrippa difengaged them from the defperate condi- 
ed by, .tion to which they were reduced. At the approach of the 
Agnppa. -Roman legions I he Numidians retired, leaving Cornificius 
to purfue his march without the leaft difturbance* That, 
general wa^ fo pleafcd with his retreat, that on his return 
to Rome, when he was invited to fup with his friends, 
.he always returned mounted, as it were in triumph, on 
«an elephant, having probably made ufe of that warlike ani- 
• mal in his retreat ^. . » 

^ Liv. lib. cxvix. Veil. Patercul* lib lii. cap. 79 Suet, in Oftavio. 
Appiao; hb..v. Dio, lib. xUx« Orof* lib. vi. cap. 18. . 
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0£lavismus returning from Sicily, had joined Agrippain Mtjana 
the neighbourhood of Tyndarisi where he was encamped '•'^C^'f't^ • 
with twenty-one legions, two thoufand horfe, and five thou*-. ^^^'^^^ 
fand light-arnied foot. From thence they both marched lo i^pij^, 
jseCege Meflana, hoping to draw Pompey to a battle, who 
had lodged alibis military ftores, provifions, and treafures 
in that city. As they approached the place, Lepidus joined 
them with all his fea and land-forces ; and the city was 
clofely invefted by fea and land. Pompey having affembled 
all his troops, polled himfelf at a fmall dillance from O&sl^ 
Tianus's camp, and at the fame time drew together his 
fquadrons, prdering them to watch the motions of the 
enemy's fleet, which blocked up the harbour. After feveral 
motions and iQight engagements bptween the fleets as well as 
the land-forces, Pompey challenged Odtavianus to end their t^ompef 
diflirences by a fea-fight, with three hundred (hms on a fide# ^q^^^^" ' 
This propofal was no way agreeable to 0£lavianus, who „^^ . • «• 
had not hitherto been attended with any great fuccefs by 
fea: however, depending on the valour and experience of who ac- 
Agrippa on one fide; and, on the other, fufpefting thq cef tithe ^ 
fidelity of Lepidus, who had, according to fome, twelve^ ^^"^"^'* 
according to others, twenty, legions under his command, 
he accepted the challenge ; and a day was appointed for the 
decifive aftion. Great preparations were made on both 
0des for an event which was to decide the fate of the con- 
tending parties. 

When the day arrived, both fleets appeared early in the ^V*^^™ 
morning, drawn up in battalia, between Mylae and Naulo- feaht* 
cus : upon which the two armies ran to the ihore, there fween 
being then a kind of truce between ihem, to behold the ac- Pompey 
tion on which their fate in great mcafure depended. The <»^'^f 
fignal was given, and the engagement began with that fury |^^,y!' 
"which is peculiar to men who are more animated by private 
hatred and party rage than by motives of glory and con- • 
queft. Agrippa behaved with his ufual bravery ; and Pom- 
pey, knowing all lay at flake, diflinguifhed himfelf from 
the beginning to the end of the aftion by remarkable feats 
of valqur. Never was viflory difputed with more obftinacy, 
the foldiers, as well as officers, of both parties, fighting, ^ r p, 
after the example of their generals, with incredible refolu- ^5, 7. 
tion and intrepidity. The vitlory continued long doubtful, AnteChrt 
but at length every thing yielding to the valour and fuperior 3'- 
condu£l of Agrippa, Pompey's fleet ^as put to flight, and ^'^' 7'^' 
that unfortunate Roman obliged to own himfelf concjuered. Z ~ 
Of his numerous fleet only fcventeen veflels efcaped, the Urehdi- 
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teft being iAtn^ burnti or deftroyed ^ (D). H€ mightt 
after this defeat by fea, ha?eJoined his land-forces, anden- 
couraged them with his preience ) but he left them at the 
Fomp^^t . merer of the conqueror, and taking on board his dasagntet 
Jli^hu ^Qjj fome of his friends who were in Meflana, together with 
the treafures he had lodged in that city, he pafled the 
ftieights in the night, and fteered his courfe towards Afia 
iKritb feventeen gatlies, the poor remains of a fleet of three 
tiundred and fifty fail. His defign was to throw himfelf 
fipon the mefcy of Ailtony, wbofe mother^ JuKa, he had 
formerly received and entertained with great hofpitality, 
when (he abandoned Rome during the war of Peraua. 

Tifienus Gallus, one of his lieutenants, immediately fab* 

tnitted to the conqueror, with all the forces under his com* 

mand. Plennius, who commanded, eight legions in Lily- 

^^^fs' ^^^» ^^^ *^^ ^^^ news of Pompey's delcat, marched 

^yfii^^ with incredible expedition to Mcffana, and threw himfelf 

i0tL CM' i^^^ *^^ pJ^^cc, before Oftavianus or Agrippa had any in- 

mur$r. telligence of his defign : but finding there were no hopes 

of relief, he took the advantage of 0£tavianus's abfence to 

e^pituJate with Lepidus, who granted him honourable condi«. 

1 Liv. YelL Futercul. Suet Appiaii, Dio, Oroi; ibid. Flor* lib. iv« 
cap. i%» 

(D) Democharet, one of his log he was not a man to be 

admirals, was taken prifoner, . truiled, he gave him no com-r 

but killed himfelf, to avoid the mand, and difplaced all the 

difgrace of being led in tri- officers of the fquadron he 

uiliph. Apoliophanes, his o^ brought with him. This trea^ 

ther admiral, yielded himfelf cherous wretch, whoie courage 

and his galley to Agrippa, in and experience Were worthy of 

the beginning of the action* a more noble mind, retired, if 

What became of Pa|>ias, an* we believe Horace, with great 

other of his freed-rmen, in whom wealth, and ferved afterwards 

he placed great truft, we know in the poll of a militaiy tribune, 

nor, none of the ancients mak- The glory of this victory was 

ing any mention of him in the entirely owing to Agrippa ; for 

account they give us of this 06^avianu8, if Antony is to be 

great a£lion. Menas had long credited, had not the courage 

before the battle, with bis ufuai even to look at the two navies 

jnconfiancy and perfidioufneft, drawn up in battalia ; but in a 

abandoned Pompey the fecond great fngl^t lay dow|i in his 

time,, and gone over with his galley, with his eyes lifted up 

iquadron to OAavianus, who to heaven, like one hefide hioi* 

received him rather to weaken felf, ^and continued in thatpof- 

the enem>**s party than to ture till Agrippa had put the 

|^ei)gtheu his own j for know enemy to nighc« 

" tions. 



iSons, and Incorporated tbe troops he commanded among 
hta own legions* Agrippa, whom 0£lavianus h%A left ta 
carry on the fiege withLepidus, exclaimed againft this nn^ 
lair cottdnft, intreating him to wait till tbe arrival of bia 
coUeaguCy which at fartheft woukt be next morning. But 
Lepidut, without regarding his remonftrances or intreatiesg 
reeefTed Plennios into his camp, and gate up the city co be 
plundered by bis foMiers. Od^aWanust arriving at break of 
day* fent fome of bis friends^to his colleague's camp, to com- 
plain, in bis name, of thefe proceedings i^ Lepidus. who Mt/kmitr^ 
bad now twenty-two legions under his command, anfwered flanding 
with great haugbtinefs, that he would not fufFerOdlavianus ^f^'Oftem 
(Otake upon him all the authority of the triumvirate, when ^^^'^^ 
lie bad an equal right to his (hare. Upon this reply, Ofia« xHrtiSJ*. 
rianus, having firft gained over the greateft part of Lepi* 
dus's officers, repaired to bis camp, attended with ^ ftrong 
body of horfe, under pretence of fettling matters in an ami- 
cable manner. He no fooner appeared, than Plennius's le- 
gions flocked to him, offering him their fervice. Lepidus^ 
alarmed at this unexpetled attempt, fell upon 0£^avianus 
at the head of his guards, killed his ihield-bearer, wounded 
him", and obliged him to retire in fome confufion. 

Next day, however, Lepidus had the mortification to fee igpi^ 
bimfelf abandoned by all his troops, who, with their en* akmjuinuJ 
figns difplayed, marched out of their camp in good order, tcT fy^foi^ 
|rfn his rival (E). The unhappy triumvir, being thus aban- jjjj^^/*^ 
dctied, quitted all the marks of his authority, and, putting W*^' 
on a mourning robe, after having remained fome time un- 
regarded in the throng of thofe who made their fubmiffions 
to Odavianus, threw bimfelf at the feet of his colleague, 
and, with great meannefs, begged his fife $ which was grant- 
ed him, with his eftate^ 06lavianus defpifing him too much 
to take it from him : Suetonius is the only writer who fays, 
that 0£iayianu8 baniflied him to Circeii, a fmall town on 
tbe cokft of Latium. That he attained to be one of tbe fu- 
preme governors of the Roman empire, was entirely owing 
to fortune ; for he neither pofiefled valour nor difcretion. 
After he bad thus fallen from the high ftation to which fcu*- 

^£) Appian tells us, that Oc- , perfe them, and fall upon Octa« 

tavianus went alone to the catnp vianui, who, uotwitbftanding the 

of Lepidus, depending on his wound be received, went to the 

own merit, and the authority pUce where the e^glei of the le« 

be had gained by his victories, gions were keptf* and, taking 

Pompe^'s foldiers looking upon one of them, exhorted the le* 

him wich refpe6^, and drawing gionaries to follow him ; which 

round him. Hereupon Lepi* they did accordingly, abandon- 

dus (Midercd hb guards to dif* ing their own gsner^ 
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tunc b^d raifed himy he was no more^ r^garded^ but ended 
his life in obfcurity and contempt. Thus the whole authp't 
rity of the triumvirate devolved upon Antony and 0<^avi&-> 
pus, who held the Roman empire divided between them, 
the former having all the Eaft from the borders oflllyricum, 
^nd the Adriatic Gulf, and the latter all the reft " (F).f 

06tavianus, having ftaid fome time in Sicily^ to fettle af- 
fairs there^ . returned to Rome, where he was received with 
all poflible demonftratioiis of joy: the fenate in a ix)dy met 
him at the gates, and condu£ted hin^ to (he Capitol, followed 
by tlie people crowned with garlands ; from the Capitol, af- 
%cx he had retuirned thanks to the gods fpr the fuc^efs of hi$ 
^rms, they attended him to his palace. Th^ next di^y he af-t 
fembled the fenate, according tp cuftom, in the temple of 
Sellona; where» in a ftudied fpeech, which he cauied after- 
wards to be publiQied, he gave the fathers an account of hi^ 
expedition, and aifured therP} that he had unde^rgone fq 
many toils and dangers with no other view l^ban to reftore 

}>eace and tranquility to Rome. Whe|^ be bad ended hi$ 
peech, he withdrew i and the fienators, no longei; a£tuate4 
by tbe love of liberty, or any fenfe of honour, meanly de^ 
creed him fuch honours ^s he was alhamed to aiTume, 
However, he allowed them to ered: a ilatue of gpld to his 
honour in the forvim, with this infcription : "To Caefar> 
for having reftdred peace by fea and land i" and to appoint 
9n annual feaft to be celebrated on the day of his vi&ory 
over Pompey. A triumph was decreed him \ but he wa$ 
fatisiied with an ovation, which honour he enjoyed on the 
ides of November". . He then affembled the people 5 and, 
having returned them thanks for the honour they had be7 
ftowed on him, he reduced the taxes, and forgave thofe 
who had hired boufesof the public all the rents they owe4 
to the treafury. As the city and country had been greatly 

"> Appian. lib. v. p. 74.1. Pio» lib. s^lix. p. 39S. Suetonius ii| 
06lavio. n Appian. lib. v. p. 746* Dio, lib. xlix. p. 40Q, 

Suec. ibid. cap. 22. Orof. lib. vi. cap. ig. 



(F) The war in Sicrly bemg 
at an end, the legionaries began 
'to mutiny, and demand their 
'difcharge, with the lame re- 
Svards which had been bertowed 
*on thofe who had overcome 
•^Brutus and Caffius in the plains 
'of Philippi. Oftavianus en- 
'deavoured to appeafe the muti- 
neers, by fair promifes: but 



they refufed to march, ttll he 
had fatisHed their demapds. Fie 
was at length obliged to difmifs 
thofe whole time of ferrice was 
expired, to the number of twen- 
ty thoufand. The othcKs he 
pacified with large promifes", 
and a donative of five hundred 
drachmas a man, which he le- 
vied upon the Sicilians. 
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Infeftedy during the late troubles, with thieves and robbers^ 
he charged Sabinus> one of hi$.lieutenantS| to purfue them 
with fire and fvyord ; and eftablilhed at Ronxe federal com- 
panies for the guard of the city, lender the command of an 
officer, whom be ftyled prasfeftug vigilum, By thefe means Higm»* 
peace and tranquility were reftored, n9t to Rome only, but thmgic- 
to all Italy \ which, together with the plepty h^ procured, ''^*' •/ ^ 
gained the afFeftions of the people to fuqh a degree, that ^^^*** 
fome cities erefted altars to their benefactor, efpecially aftcf 
one generous aftjon, which infpired them with a high qpir , 

nion of his prudence and humanity. He had found, among 
JPompey's papery, via gr?!*f many letters from fome of the 
chief men in the fenate : thefe he brought into the forum, 
and, before ajl the people, threw them unopened into th^ 
fire, protefting, that he facrificed his private refentments 
to the good qf the public : at the fame time he folemnly de- 
clared, that his intention was, to reilgn his authority as 
foon as Antony ftiould return from the Parthian war. This // chofem 
declaration, however infincere, eptirely gained him the perpttu^. 
hearty and affeftipns of the undifcerning multitude,' who ^''^^«»** 
immediately chofe him tribune of the people for life, hoping 
this new dignity wojild induce him to lay down the more 
odious title of triumvir. He readily, accepted the perpetual 
tribunefhip, which rendered his perfop facred and inviolable; 
.but delayed the fupprellipn of the triumvirate till the returii 
pf Antony, to w)iom in the mean time he fent Bibulus to 
inalfe hini acquainted with his refolution. Thefe precau- 
tions being taken, he left Rome, and marched, at the head 
of hi{^ army, againil the Illyrians, who had ihaken off the 
Jlornan yoke. 

Di^ring th^fe ^raxifaftions at Rome, Pompey occafioned P^mpty 
great flifturbances in the Eaft. From Sicily he failed to the rm^ts wm 
ifland of Lefbos, where he \yas informed of the ill fuccefs '''wiWe/** 
which had attended Antony in his expedition againft the Par- ^*^* 
thians* In confequence of this intelligence he began to en^ 
tertain thoughts of taking Antony's poft in the Eaft, or at 
leaft of fliaring with him the empire. With this view, he 
fent ambafladors to the kings of Pontusy Thrace, and Par- 
tbia, foliciting their friendfhip, and offering them very ad- 
tvantageous terms. At the fame tjme he drew together a 
body of troops, protefting, that his defign was to affift An- 
tony, and defend himfelf againft Otlayianus. Antony, in- 
formed of thefe proceedings, commanded Marcus Titius to 
take upon him the command of the arniy that was quartered 
in Syria, and watch the motions of Pompey. Titius wa^ 
ordered to receive him with all marks pf honour, if he fur- 
rendered himfelf and bis troops \ but to cut both him and 

his 
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fcw army in pieces^ if he ttfvSti to fubmtt. tompey, be- 
fore the arrival of Titius, had pulkd off the ma&^ and taken 
irreral cities of Afia Minor^ among the reft, Nicsa and Ni» 
Dtfiotidy l:omedia : Titiu», therefore, taking with him Fumins, An** 
tchufri^ ton/s lieutenant in Afia, marched againft him, and> having 
f^* **^ defeated his little army, obliged him to furrender at dif- 
]2ii4. cretion. When Anto;iy had notice of his being taken, he 
wrote to Titius to put him to death ; but, changing his re- 
folution, he fent a fecond letter, countermanding that order : 
but the fecond mefienger arriving before the firft, Titius 
perverfly interpreting the laft order he received to be the laft 
that was fent him, put the unfortunate captive to death* 
This adion rendered Titius fo odious to the Roman people^ 
wtio ilill retained a great regard for Fompey and his family^ 
that they could never after endure to fee him, but ^ove 
him out of the circus with htiTes and curfes, even while he 
was entertaining them with games and Ibews at his own ex» 
pence % 
ne ftman It was believed, th at the death of Pompe v would have put 
Jiaii in* an end to all civil wars : but the unboundeci ambition of Oc» 
nf^lvtd in lavianus and Antony foon involved the Roman ftate in new 
«m trou" ifQiijjig^^ Tjjc paffion Antony had for Cleopatra, and the ex- 
■ ' travagant prefcnts of whole provinces which he beftowed on 

V her, ferved Oftavianus for a fpecious pretence to make war 

upon him ; though his real motive was to deftroy a com- 
petitor formidable bj his valour, and the high reputation he 
' had gained amonj; the Ibldiery. Antony had left 0£^avia 
in Italy, and pailed into Syria ; whither he invited Cleopa- 
tra, and beftowed on her all Phoenice, Coelefyria, Cyprus, 
jtntwfs and a great part of Arabia and Judaea, Thefe profule nfts 
frii^tiify much difpleafed the Roman people, who daily pabliuied 
ilfftnds tki fcurrilous lampoons, cenfuring his condu£l, on account of 
'*T^ his fcandalous connexion with Cleopatra. Soon after, he 
' inarched againft the Parthians with thirteen legions, ten 

thoufand Gaulilh or Spaniih horfe, and above thirty thou- 
iaxid light-armed foot. This army, which made all the 
X^ft tremble, ferved only to render his retreat moreftiameo 
ful, as we have related in our hiftory of the Parthians. As 
all the misfortunes he experienced in that fatal expeditioii 
were owing to his paffion for Cleopatra, which caufed him 
to negledl the more proper meafures^ to follow thofe only 
which might haften his return to that bewitching woman^ 
the Romans were highly incenfed againft him : but what 
moft incenfed them, was his ieizing Artabazes king of Ar- 

* Appian. p. 747. Bio. p. 402* Strftbo^ lib. iii. p. 14.1. Liv« 
Spit^hb. cxxxii« VtU* PatercpJ. lib. ii» cap. 8s, & 97. 
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fAtnla in a moll: treacherous tnannfsr, and leading him in 
triumph into Alexandria, the Romans confidering the ho* 
nour of trinrnphtng as appropriated wholly to their city. 

O^avknus took advantage of Antony's impolitic con- Offa'vtMnui 
dnd, to eftrangc the minds of the people from him ; and /irs up the 
when be found them fufficiently exafperatedy he rcfolvcd to P^^P^' *". 
fend his fitter 0£tavia to her hufband, that he might have ^^"^ 
a plauiible pretence to declare war, iif he (hould offer her 
the affront of fending her back without feeing her. Antony 
was then returned from his Parthian expedition, and wait- 
ing at Leucopolis, or, as Plutarch calls it, LeucoCome, for 
the arriTal of Cleopatra. The queen brought with her 
closUihs for the foldiers, and great fums of money to be dif- 
tributed among them. Almoft at the fame time Niger, one 
of Antony's particular friends, arrived from Odavia, who 
had already reached Athens, with letters from her to her 
hofband ; wherein Ihe acquainted him, that (he had cloath<- 
ing for his foldiers, a great many horfes, and rich prefents 
for his friends and officers^ with two thoufand chofen men 
well armed, to recruit the prsetorian cohorts. Thefe were 
very unwelcome news to the qu^en, who, dreading the pre- 
fence of fo virtuous a rivals feigned a deep melancholy, 
and pretended to be dying for lov : ihe affefied to gaze 
upon Antony with languifhing eyes, and a defpairing coun- 
tenance, like one tJanfported with paffion ; flie pretended 
to figh involuntarily ; ihe let fall tears in his prefence, and 
fdried them up in hafte, as if (he had been anxious to con- 
ceal them, and aihamed to have him a witnefs of her weak- 
nefs. By thefe artifices the crafty queen gained the afcend- Jnf^iiy 
ant over Antony, and prevailed on him to order 0£l:avia fi^^ *f^* 
not to purfue her journey into Syria, but return to Rome. ^^*^» 
After this weak ftep, he returned witn Cleopatra to Alex- 
andria, where he paflied the winter with her in all manner 
of 4uxury, pomp, and voluptubufne(s. 

This injurious treatment of Odlavia drew on him the re- ^^cfm 
fentment of the Romans, who were ftill more provoked at giq,gs nmm 
his conduct about this time at Alexandria ; for havit^ feaft- ocea/km i/ 
cd the whole p<Soplc of that metropolis, he aflembled them ^f''^^ '• 
in the gymnafium, and, cauGng a throne of filver to be ' * •' 
crc£ted there with two feats of gold, the one for himfelf, 
^e other for Cleopatra, and lower feats at their feet for his 
children, he proclaimed Cleopatra queen of Egypt, Cyprus^ 
Africa, and Ccelefyria ; and joined with her, as her col- 
league, C^farion, whom (he had by Julius Caefar. As for 
his own children, by Cleopatra, he gave to Alexander Ar- 
menia, Media, Parthia, and the xeft of the eaftem provinces 
from the Euphrates to the Indus ; on Cleopatra^ the twin 

fitter 
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fitter of Alexander, he beftowed Libya and Cyrcnevan^ 
affigned to Ptolemy, whom be furnamed Fhiladelphus^ ' 
Phoenice, Syria, Cilicia^ and all the countries of the Lefier 
Afia from the Euphrates to the Hcllefpont 5 finally, he con- 
ferred on each of thefe princes the title of King df Kings. 
"What feeriied moft remarkable in this folerttnity was, that 
Cleopatra appeared habited like the goddefs Ifis, and An- 
tony like the god Ofiris ; and from that time both frequently 
gave audience to the people in the attire which was 
thought peculiar to thoft deities **, 
OBawanus Oftavianus, availing himfelf of the general refentment 
accufes ^'''« again 11 Antony, which this divifion of provinces occafioned 
teiat' ' ^' Rome, accufed him, before the fenate and people, of 
this and feveral other attempts injurious to the majefty of 
the Roman empire ; which charge Antony being informed 
of, he fent fome of his friends to Rome to plead His caufe^ 
and accufc OQavianus in his turn. The chief articles he 
Articles preferred againfl: him, were, 1. That he had not (bared 
preferred with him the illand of Sicily, which was lately taken from 
a^ainft Pompey : 2. that he had not made reftitution of the (hips 
^^A^i^n"^ he had lent him : 3. that having abrogated the power of 
Lepidus his colleague, he had appropriated to himfelf the 
army, government, and revenues of that triumvir : laftly, 
that he had divided almoft all Italy among his own foldiers, 
and referved nothing for his. To thefe accufations Ofka- 
\7ianus replied, that he had not difmiffed Lepidus from his 
government, till he had made it appear that he was ' unfit 
to govern : that as to what he had obtained by the war, he 
would divide it with Antony, when he gave him hisfhare 
of Armenia : and as for Antony's foldiers, they could not 
furely value or claim a few acres of land in Italy, after they 
had conquered all Media, and reduced the wealthy empire 
of the Parthians, by the mighty exploits they had perform- 
ed under the conduft of their invincible general. Antony 
was fo provoked at this farcafm, that though he had already 
marched to the river Araxes, with a defign to invade Par- 
ihia, he dropped that expedition, and ordered Canidius, 
one of his lieutenants, to march at the head of fixteen le- 
gions, to the coafts of the Ionian fea, and there keep him- 
felf in readinefs to pafs into Europe at a day's warning, 
J/it9fiy Antony himfelf haftened with Cleopatra to Ephefus, 

refolves where his lieutenants had aflembled eight hundred veflels, 
w*r ^ ith ^^ w*^^c^ t^^ queen furniOied two hundred, with twenty 
O^avia- thoufand talents, and provifions for the whole army. An- 
mi. tony was advifed by his friends to fend back Cleopatra into 

P Plut. in Anton. Dio, lib. xlix. p. 415, 416, & lib. |. p. 411. 
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IKgypt, there to wait the event of the war; but ftie, dr^act- 
ing a peace might be made in her abfence, upon condition 
of Antony's again receiving Ociavia, and excluding her, 
prevailed upon Canidius, with a large fum of money, to 
reprefent to Antony, that it was not juft to drive away » 
princefs with difgrace, who bore fo great a part in the charge 
*of the war ; that it would' be highly impolitic to difoblige 
the Egyptians, who made fo confiderable a part of his na- 
val forces ; and finally, that Cleopatra was not inferior to 
nny of the kings who attended him, in prudence and good 
•fcnfe, as was manifcft from her governing fo mighty a 
kingdom alone. It was happy for Odavianus, that this coun- 
fel took place. Cleopatra was allowed to (lay ; (he and 
her paramour left Ephcfus, and fet fail for Samos, the place 
of the genera! rendezvous. Thither all the kings, princes, 
and nations, from Egypt to the Euxine fea, and from Ar- 
menia to Illyricum, were ordered to fend men, arms, and 
provifions. It was at the fame time proclaimed, that all ^^^ ^f 
- ftage-playcrs, -dancers, fingers, and buffoons, Ihould repair •^'"" ^'^ 
to the fame ifland ; fo that fometimes a (hip, thought to be Samoj 
laden with foldiers, and warlike (lores, was fraught with 
'fcenes, machines for the (lage, muficians, and players. 
Thus, while the reft of the world wa« in the greated dread 
' of the approaching war, joy, and all kinds of pleafures^ 

* reigned at Samos, as if they had abandoned all other places 
to refide there. Thither each city, within the limits of 
Antony's government, was ordered to fend an ox to be of«^ 
fered in facrifice ; and the kings who attended him were 
in a perpetual difpute, who (hould make the moft magnifi- 
cent feads ; infomuch that it became a common queftion^ 

• among the fpeftators, ** What will they do by way of tri- 
umph after the viftory, fince they make fuch rejoicings at 
the opening of a dangerous war ^ ?" 

From Samos, Antony failed for Athens, where he lived anddthmu 
in the utmoft luxury and voluptuoufnefs (G). While he 
was at Athens, C. Sofius, and Domitius Ahenobarbus, (he 

1 Plut. in Anton. 

(G) Cleopatra, who accom- puted (everal of the citizens to 

panied him, being jealous of wait upon her at her houfe with 

the honours Oftavia had receiv- the decree. At the head of 

cd at Athens, infinuated her- this deptitation was Antony 

fclf, with all the civilities ima- himfelf, he being free of A- 

ginable, into the favour of the thens : and, as he was cho(en 

Athenians, who in requital, de- their fpeaker, he harangued the 

creed her honours beyond the queen in the name of the peo- 

conditlon of mortals, and de- pie. 

confuls 
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ix^tuls of tKis year, were obliged to kaLve Rome, tldt 
thinking tbemfelves fafe in that city, after they bad taken 
upon them to defend Antony. Thet both took refuge in 
^ Athens, and incenfed Antony to fucn a. degree againft Oc- 
ffgdivonej tavianus, tha^ he folemaly divorced Odavia, and fent pro- 
Offa*via, per ofBcers to Rome to force her from bis bou(e« 
Jntofnfor- During Antony's refidcncc at Athens,' many of bis 
Jakenby friends, being ill-treated by Cleopatra, for oppofing her de- 
V jrueral of fign of attending Antony in the war, abandoned him, and 
hisfrunds. ^ent o.ver to 0£iavianus ; among the. reft, Flancus, and 
Titius his nephew. Planctis, on nis arrival at Rome, ac- 
cufed Antony before the ienate of feveral crimes, with £9 
much bitternefs, that Coponius could not forbear faying to 
him» ^ Surely you never obferved what you now lay to 
Antony's charge till the evening befn-e your departure ;'' 
reproaching him either with baftoefs in endunng thc^e 
crimes fo long, or with ftupidity, in not difcovering them 
fooner. Pollio's conduA was as generous as Plancus^a was 
infamous. PoUio had abandoned Antony, and lived pri'> 
Tately in Italy, ever (ince his firft intrigues with Cleopatra ; 
but when O^xavianus prefled him to ferve under him in this 
mrar, he anfwered frankly, '' I have fervcd Antony bqtter» 
perhaps, than be has revi^arded me : however, as the fa- 
vours I have received from him are more known than the 
fervices I have done him, to avoid the imputation of ingra* ^ 
titude^ I will not take up arms againft him,. but qui^tlf^ 
* wait the event of the war, and be at the difcretion of the 
conqueror." 

Antony had made a will in favour of Cleopatra, bi^y 
injurious and difbonourable to the Roman people, and 
lodged it with the Veftals at Rome. Plancus and TiUuSy 
who had been privy to all his fecret counfels and defigos, 
gave notice of it to OAavianus, by whom it was immedi- 
ately demanded. The Veftals anfwered, diat they could 
/ not deliver it up, without a facrilegious breach of the truft 
V^avianus repofed in them } but that 0£iavianus might, if he thought 
m/is All- fit^ come and feize it in perfon. He took tbi^ method ac- 
liwyj w/Zr cordingly : having firft read it over in private, and made 
tke'peopJe inarks upon thofe places which he thought moft for his 
^amfthim, purpofe, he called the fenate, and caufed it to be recited in 
their hearing. In this will Antony declared, that Caefarion, 
Ca&far's fon by Cleopatra, was bom in lawful wedlock, and 
tiierefore was the true heir of Julius C?efar. This was dif- 
poflefling 0£bivianus of the inheritance which he held only 
as the adopted fon of the di£tator* By the fame will be 
j>equeathed moft of the Roman territories, which were 
under his command, to Cleopatra -and her children ; and 

ordered 



BtA^tii hit bodjr» whiSrever he (hoold die, though at ftoiM6» 
to be fent into Egypt to Cleopatra^ to be buried a$ (he 
ihoiild dired* OdaViaiiut artfully enlarged en that paft 
* dF the will which related to Antony's funeral^ and on his 
robbing the Roman people of their prorinces, to enricb ft 
foreign princefs, who w^s an enemy to Rome. As thefe , 

charges were undeniably proved from an authentic inftrtt« 
faient^ thef alienated the minds of many, who had hitherto 
defended his Caufe with great 2eaK Some of his friends, 
however) declared^ that they thought it an extraordinary 
itnd unpfeced^nted way of proceeding, to punilh a man in 
his life^time for What Was not to be put in execution till 
after his death. 

Among other articles of accufation, Caius CalvifiuS Hi is or* 
tharged him with having given to Cleopatra the famous li* cmfid affim 
brafy of the kings of Pergamus, confiding of two hundred ^^^ 
thoufand volumes; and with having fufFered theEphefians r'^^/^. 
to give her the title of their queen : he affirmed that he had ^^^ 
frequently, at the public audience of kings and princes, re* 
ceived lov^-letters from Cleopatra, and read them on his 
tribunal ; that when Furnius, an orator of great eloquence 
and authority among the Romans, was pleading before 
him, be left him and the audience in the middle of their 
caufe, to follow Cleopatra, who happened to pafs by in her 
eb^ur ; and that at a folemn feaft he had rifen from table^ 
atid ttod upon her foot, as a fignal of their meeting in pri* 
Vate. The heads of this accufation, however ridicuR>ui 
they may feem at prefent^ were ferioufly prooofed by Cal« 
vifius, and appeared of fuch moment and weight to Anto^ 
ikfs friends, that they difpatehed Geminius to acquaint 
him, that his afiairs required him to be more circumfpefl % 
snd that, unlefs he altered his condufk, he was in danger 
of being'deprived of the office of conful, to which he had 
been xiamed for the year enfuing, of being ftripped of all 
his goyemments, and declared an enemy to the Roman 
people. The arrival of Geminius alarmed Cleopatra, who, T^i Ma^ 
fodung upon him as one of 0£l:avia's fpies, made him the 'vi^urcf 
eonftant jcft of the table, where flie took care to have him ^'j*^'r^ 
always Ipaced at die lower end. Geminius bore all her ^J^Antnfi 
tSmhXt and outrages iRath great patience, in hopes of find* frUtub d 
ing an opportunity of talking with Antony in private. But firfaki 
die infatuated triumvir, inftead of giving him a private au- ^^'^« 
dience, aiked him one night at a full table, what had 
brought hiih to Athens. *^ The bufinefs I come upon (faid 
he), well deferves a ferious confideration, and is not to be 
fettltd crver a botde. One thing, however, I am charged 
by your friends to tell you« which you may hear as well 
Vai.. XIL K drunls 
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drunk as fober \ your affairs will bear ^ much better iit6i 
if you fend back Cleopatra into Egypt." '^ You have done 
very wifely, Geminius (anfwered the enraged queen), to 
tell us this important fecret, without waiting til] it was ex- 
torted from you on the rack." A few days after Geminius, 
dreading the efFe£ls of Cleopatra's difpleafure, efcaped to 
Ron^e ; whither he was followed by many of Antony's 

Jfriends, no longer able to bear the ill ufage they received 
from the imperious j£gyptian (H). 

0£lavianus, finding himfelf in a condition to encounter 
Antony with equal forces, no longer delayed declaring 
war \ but caufed it to be decreed only againft Cleopatra, for 
fear of provoking Antony's friends, who were dill very nu- 
merous and powerful* However, Antony was deprived of 
the confulate, and his government was uken from him, for 
fufFering himfelf to be ruled by a woman. The decree im- 
plied beddes, that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Antony with 
her charms and potions, as to deprive him of his fenfes } 
and that Antony was not to manage the war againft the Ro- 
mans, but Mardion the eunuch, Ptiotinus, Iras, Cleopatra's 
waiting woman, and Charmion, another of her maids, who 
were become Antony's counfellors and prime minifters of 
ftate '. 
The forces of the contending parties were anfwerable to 

* the empire they (harcd between them. Antony had under 
his command-^all the provinces from the Euphrates and Ar- 
menia to the Ionian Sea and Illyricum, and from Cyrene to 
Ethiopia. 0£tavianus's government extended from Illyri- 
cum to the Ocean, and comprehended all the coaft of 
Africa that was oppofite to Italy, Gaul, and Spain. Many 
kings followed Antony's fortune, and attended him in this 
war ; namely, Bocchus king of Mauritania, Tarcondemus 
or Tarcondimotus of Upper Ciiicia, Archelaus of Cappa- 
docia, Philadelphus of Paphiagonia, Mithridates of Coma- 

r Plut. in Anton, Dio« p. 4*11 4.22. 



( H) Among thcfe were Mar- 
cus Syllanus, and Dellius the 
hiilonatt. The latter had iaid 
at an enteruinment, where the 
wine was not to his ta(te, that 
Antony's friends drank vinegar, 
while at Rome Sarmentus was 
icrved with Falernian wine. 
This Sarmentus is raentioned 

(f)JH<}rat. Ub. i. fatir. j. 
P* 43^0, 



by Horace ( i ) , and was one of 
Oi^ayianus's buftbons* Cleo- 
patra took this raillery {o ill, 
that (he ordered Dellius to be 
privately murdered ; but he be- 
ing acquainted by Glaucus, a 
phylician, of her defign, faved 
himfelf by flight, and retired to 
Rome (2). 

(z) Plut. in Anton. Dio, Ub. u 
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jgene, Adallas of Thrace. Thefe attended him in perfort : 
but Polemon king of Pontus, Malchus king of Arabia^ He- 
rod king of Judsea, Amyntas king of Lycaonia and Galatia, 
only fent their quotas of forces. All th^e together com« 
|x)fed an army 6f a hundred tlioufahd foot, and twelve thou- 
fand horfe. His navy confided of five hundred fliips of 
War, fome whereof had eight, and fome ten^ banks of oars* 
0£tavianu6 had no foreign princes in his army, which 
amounted only to eighty thoufajnd foot, but was as (Irong in 
cavalry as the enemy. He had no more than two hundred 
and fifty fhips, but thofe light and well manned with failors, 
rowers, and foldiers ; whereas Antony's fecmcd 'built for 
oftentation, antl, befides, were very indifferently manned, 
bis officers having been obliged, for want of marinersy to 
prefs in Greece, which had been exhaufted long before, 
carriers, labourers, and even boys ; and> notwithftanding 
this expedient, his vefiels had not their full complement' (!)• 

la 
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(1) Before thefe two power- 
ful fleets and armies came to en« 
gage, a paper war broke out, on 
what occafioh we know not, be* 
tween the generals, who wrote 
very (harp and reflecting letters 
to each othen 0(3;avianu8 re* 
proached Antony with the pro- 
digality of his entertainments, 
and his intrigues with Cleopa- 
tra. Antony reminded 06ta* 
vianus of the famous entertain- 
ment of the twelve gods, at 
which he prefided^ drdTed like 
Apollo, while the other guefts, 
women as well as men, appeared 
in the attire of gods and god- 
defies, and pafled the night in 
the moil infamous debaucheries. 
This feafl was called the Dode- 
catheon, becaufe the guefis per- 
fonated twelve gods and god- 
..defies, had made a great noife 
at Rome, and had been the fub- 
}e€t of many fatirical epigrams* 
Antony had never been guilty 
of more infamous and fcanda- 
lous debaucheries tban 06ta- 
vianus was on this occafion. To 
thefe refle£tioas he added OQs^ 



tianus*3 hafly marriage with 
Liviaagainil all the rules of de<» 
cency, his divorcing Scribonia, 
becaufe fhe would not bear with 
the capricious humour of that 
new miflrefs ; and on this occa* 
fion all the R^oman ladies, with 
whom 06lavianus had ever car- 
ried on intrigues, were brought 
upon the ftage* Antony, in one 
or his letters, reproached him 
with the cowardice he had be* 
trayed in all the engagements at 
which he had been prefent* 
Odtavianus wrote to him, that it 
was childifh to fight any longer 
with the pen ; but that if he 
would approach at the head of 
his army, he fhould be fuffered 
to land m Italy without molefta* 
tion ; that his fleet (hould have 
fafe ports, and his land-forces 
ground enough to encamp on. 
and put themfelves in order of 
battle. In return to thefe bra- 
vadoes, Antony challenged his 
rival to fingle combat ; and fens 
him word, that, if he declined 
the challen^, he was ready tqi 
meet him at the head of his ar- 
Kz my« 
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Mavia* tn the mean time the confular year expiring^ OStvPizfM 
mus*s tkird caufed himfelf to be declared coniul for the third time ; and 
€§mfulaie. took M. Valerius Mefiala for bis colleague, in the room of 
Antony, who was to enjoy that dignity this year, accord- 
ing to the agreement made between the two triumvirs and 
Pompey. Meflala refigned the fafces on the calends of May 
to M. ritius, who had abandoned Antony, together with 
Plancus ; and Titius^ on the calends of Odober, yielded . 
his office to Cn. Fompeius, of whofe defcent or fervices no 
mention is made in hiftory. 
Antony en- As foon as the feafon would permit, both armies took 
^^P^ «^ the field, and the fleets put to fca. Antony*^ fleet fail- 
fuarkis ^^ *"^^ *^^ Ambracean gulf between the iflands of Cor- 
fUit^ ^V^ ^"^ Cephalenia, and his army encamped at Adiium 

near his fleet. A&ium was a fmall city on the fouth fide of 
the mouth of the gulf in Acamania. While Antony's fleet 
was at anchor there, 0£lavian us, croffing the Ionian fea, fur* 
prifed Toryne, a fmall place near Allium ; and appeared next 
morning, by day-break, ofi^ A£lium, with his fliips in order of 
battle. As Antony's legions were not yet arrived, he bad 
but a {mall number of foldiers on board his fleet, and con« 
fequently muft unavoidably have been defeated, had 0£ia* 
vianus attacked him. To divert him therefore for the 
prefent from engaging, he armed all his rowers and ma* 
riners, placed them on the decks, and failed up into the 
Inouth of the gulf, as . if he intended to fall upon the ene* 
my *, and 0£bvianus no fooner obferved him advance, than 
he retreated, as Antony had expeded. 
mndoaa- Odavianus's land-forces were encamped on the other 
nfiamus on fide of the moutli of the gulf of Ambracia, at a place where 
^ *^£^ O&avianus afterwards built, in memory of his viftory, a 
^2]X»- ' ^"^y which he called Nicopolis, or the City of Viclory^ j 
awigulf* WiiUe he lay in this Gtuation, Antony, who was well ao- 
quainted with the country, found means to cut ofi^ the 
^^ water from his camp, fo that his army was much diftrefl^ 

pioitj of ^^ ^' ^^ ^^^ mean time Agrippa, with a fquadroni and a c6n« 
4grifp4u fiderable body of land-forces, ravaged the coafts of Greece^ 

< Plut.inAAtoii* 

my, in battle array, in the plains my at Br unduCum, and Antony I 

fi'^PharfaJia, where Cafar and came as far as Corcyra to meet 

Pompey had formerly decided him ; but the fummer being far . 

their quarrel. However, no- advanced, and the tempefluouB ^ 

thing of confequence was per- feafon of the year approkcbing, 

formed this year ; Oftavianus the^r both retired, and putthdt 

^aflembled both his fleet and ar- armies into wintcr-quartei^ (j), 

.: . . ^3j Plat, k Dio, ibid* 

- inter* 
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iittMxejpted all the convoys that were coming to Antony 
from Egrptj Syriaj and AGa \ and, making . dcfcents^ 
(tormed lexeral cities i among the reft Methona in Pelo^ 
ponnefus, where Bognd king of Mauritania^ who defend- 
ed the p|ace» was kiUed, and the numerous garrifon cut in • 
pieces. From Methona Agrippa failed for I^eucas, at a 
linaU d^ftance from A^ium ; and in fight of Antony made 
himfelf mafter of that ifland, and the fliips he found there. 
The cities of Patrse and Corinth likewife fubmitte^to him^ 
alter he had defeated (^Nafidius, fent by Antony to ftop 
the progrefs of his conquefts. Returning from the coafts of 
Greece to join Odiavianus, he fell in with Sofiu£(, one of 
Ai^tQ^/s admirals, who had defeated L. Taurefius, whom 
Qdia^ianus had detached with a numerous fquadron to 
watch ihe enemy's motions. Agrippa attacked him with 
kis ttfual bravery* took fome of his (hips> funk others^ . an^ 
cUfperfed the reft. In this engag^nent So£us himfelf pe<« 
riihedt and with him Tracondunotus king of Cilicia. At 
the fame time a great body of cavalry* commanded bj An* 
tony in perfon* was defeated by a detachment of O^avia-^ 
pus's cavalry under the command of Titius and Statilius 
Taurus. Thefe advants^es* and the arrival of Agrippa 
with his vi£lorious fquadron* induced Antony to abandon 
in t&e night the camp which he had fortified oppofite the^ 
enemy's* and retire to A£tium on the other fide of the Anw 
bracian gulf* where the greateft part of his army lay. 

While he continued at Afbium* feveral perfons of di- *wfr^ 
ftin£liony feeing his fleet fo unfortunate in every fervicQ ^S^a^^ 
that was uaderuken* and himfelf wafting his whole time ^^/r^ 
with Cleopatra, abandoned him* and went over to 0£ia« OQa'iAa^ 
vianus. Among thefe were the kings Amyntas and Deio* 's'* 
Isirus* and Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus» the laft year's 
conful* who* notwithftanding his afie£tion to Antony* « 

could no longer bear with the haughty and infolent.be- 
luvio^r of .Cleopatra. The unexpedled defertion of Do* 
mitius* whom Antony efteemed as one of his beft friends^ 
ftunghimtothe heart: however* he had the generofity* 
much againft the will of Cleopatra* to fend after liim bis 
^xrhole equipage* with his friends and fcrvants, ; a circum.* 
ftanoe which fo fenfibly touched DomitiMS* who was fick 
ol a fever when he fled* that he foon after died* bis diftem- 

{ler .being increafed by the grief of abandoning a man^ wh9 
ly kindaefs requited nis infidelity and defertion. The flight 
oj Doniitius proved eiitreqnely prejudicial to Antony's in- 
tereft* moft men believing that a perfon of his nnderftand- 
ing and penetration would never have deferted him* had be 
sM>t thought the ruin of his party inevitable* Antony now 

K 3 began 
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began to diftruft his beit friends, and caufed fome of thf m^ 
upon bare fufpicions, to be put to death ; namely, lambli- 
chus, a petty king of Arabia, who expire4 upon the rack, 
and Q. rofthumius, a fenator of diftinAion \ 
Caniiiitts ' At length Canidius, commander in chief of Antony's 
cdvifes forces, arrived with the reft of the legions ; and, foon after 
Antony io hi^ arrival, as he faw the danger nearer, changed his opi-^ 
C/ftra ^^^^ ^'^'^ relation to Cleopatra. He advifed Antony ta 
cndr$tirt. ^^"^ ^^^ back, and retire himfelf into Thrace and Mace- 
don, there to decide the quarrel in the open fields with his 
land-forces j efpecjally as Dicomes king of the Getao 
Btff Ant9Vf was ready to join him with a great army. ' Antony was 
r^fol'ves much inclined to follow the advice of his prudent and 
H^fil^^^^. faithful general ; but Cleopatra obliged him, againft hia 
♦''^ ' own judgment, to hazard the empire, and his life, in a fca- 
fight. Being therefore determined, out of a ihameful 
complaifance for Cleopatra, and againft his own opinion, 
as well as that of all bis officers^ to try his fortune by fea, 
be mad^ the neceffary preparations for ah a£tion, on the fuc-t 
ccfs whereof depended the empire of the Roman world* 

Well acquainted with the effeminacy of the Egyptians, 

he was afraid they would turn their backs as fpon as the 

Burns ft' fight began ; and therefore he fet fire to all their (hips, ex- 

n/jralofhU cept (ixty, which he fpared, that they might ferve as a 

%wmjbip$. gyard for the queen. » Out of the other fquadrons from Syria^ 

Greece, Cilicia, the kingdom of Pergamus and Phoenicen 

he chofe the beft gallies : the refl he condemned to the 

flames, for want of mariners. 

Both fleets were now ready for a£tion ; but a violent 
ftorm, which continued for four days fucceflively, prevented 
them from engaging. On the fifth, the fea being calm, 
they advanced towards each other in good order. Gellius* 
iTiidiJj^ Publicola comAnanded Antony's right wing, Coelius con- 
fimifthi du£led the left, and Marcus Oftavius and Marcus Jufteius 
iwjUits. Ijj^j charge of the main body. On Oftavianus' fide Agrippa 
was placed in the center, having Larius on his right, and 
Aruptius on his left. Odlavianus and Antony were both, 
according to fome writers, in the right wing of their fe- 
fpcftive fleets ; according to others, they chofe no particu- 
lar place for thcmfelvcs, but went each in a light veflcl 
from one divifion to another, encouraging their men, and 
reminding them of their former exploits and victories (K). 

•« ThU 
« Plut. ibid. Vel. Pat. lib. ii. cap. 94. Die, lib. I. p.- 4.279 4*8. 

• (K) Antony had on board his ries, and two thoufand archers ; 
4eet twenty thoufand legiooa- OdUvianus eight legions, and 

five 
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^ This day (faid Antony to his men before the engagement) 
I expe£t the empire of the world from your valour, and pro- 
«ife you rewards anfwerable to fo noble a conqucft/' Oc- 
tavianas was no lefs a£tive in the fame employment, and 
with more confidence, having been animated by a happy 
omen, which he caufed to be publilhed throughout the 
fleet (L). Antony ordered the commanders of his (hips to 
receive the enemy lying ftill as at anchor, aiid to keep within 
the mouth of the gulf. Agrippa was not for attacking him 
in that pofture, and therefore kept about eight furlongs 
diftant from the enemy till noon, when a gentle gale fpring-i' 
ing up, Antony's men, impatient of farther delays, and 
trufting to the bulk and height of their (hips, put their left 
wing in motion. Agrippa beheld this precipitation with 
great fatisfa£tion, and ordered his right wing to bear back, 
on purpofe to draw the enemy as far out of the ftreights' 
as poilible, that his gallics, which were light, and nimble 
failers, might have an opportunity of furrounding Antony's 
heavy (hips, whofe bulk, and want of hands in proportion 
to their rates, rendered thiem unwieldy and unfit for fervice. 

On this fide the adlion began ; but in a.difierent manner Yr. of fl 
from what was then ufed in fea-6ghts : th^rcWas no board- ss>9« 
ing, or grappling one (hip with another. Antony's fliipa ^"^* ^*"'» 
were ftrong, lofty, and fo fortified, that thofe of Oaa^anus y c?'?!© 
muft have, in boarding them, laboured under great difad- ^ 

vantages : his foldiers, therefore, attacked the enemy at a BattU •f ' 

five preetorian cohorts. As to tavianus was going out of his 

the number of the (hips, Florus tent at break of day to yifit his 

tells us, that (Mavianus's fleet fleet, he ivie^ a countryman driv. 

coniifted of four hundred fail, ing an afs. Beiug moved with 

and Antony's only of half that curiofity, or rather fuperiVition, 

number ; but what was wanting he aikea the ns^n's name. '' My 

in number, adds that writer, name (replied be) is £ur)xhesr 

was made up in bulk ; for all and my afs is called Nicon.** 

Antony*8 (hips had from fix to The nrft of thefe names in 

nine banks ot oars; and befides, Greek fignifies ^/a^, and the 

tfaey were fo raifed with turrets other cm$querer» This feemed 

and decks, that they refembled fo lucky an omen to (XStavianus, 

iraitles and cities. As to the that he no longer doubted of 

number of Antony's (hips, Flo- victory ; and, when afterwards 

rus is contradicted by Odavia? he eroded a trophy in that 

nus himfelf, who left written in place with the beaks of the fhipa 

his commentaries, quoted by he had taken > he caufed two fta* 

Plutarch, that he took three tues of brafs to be ereC^cd, one 

hundred of the enemy's (hips, reprefenting the, man, the other 

(L) We are told, that as Oc- his afs ( i )• 

(l) Plut. in Anton. Snet. in 0£taf . cap. 96. 

K 4 diftancc^ 



4ift9iMsef with, pikes, jayelins, daita, s^p4 fereial mTemj^os 
of fire, which they threw among tbenii while Antony's m^q 
defended themfelves with Ihowcrt of darts and arfows^ 
which they difcharged from their wppden towers^ I^i the 
mean time Agrippa ordered Arunti^s tp es^tend hia jeft wxne^ 
and endeavQiir to hem in the en^my. Publicola immecu^ 
;itely advanced in order to prevent his being outflanked 9 and 
?8 by this motion he left the main bpdy uiiguarded, Agripps^ 
bore- in upon it, and put it in difprder. How^vef, the vie-v 
tory (lill remained dpuhtful, Antpny's foldiers* who were 
all chofen mens deJFending them&lves with incfediblf ^f^our, 
and making a dreadful havpck of all who attempted tP ?p^ 
prpach them. The. fight lafted fever^l hpuri» with a^ faif ^ 
profpe£l of fuccef^ for Antony as for 0£bivijinii|s,^ ^ vcoiAf 
jxtn and foldiers on board the two Seetii being eiKPftr^ged 
by the iho^^ of their refpe^ive armies who w^vtted the^ 
event of tke engagement drawn up in order of battle, the 
one on the north fide, and the other on the fouth &4e ^ tho 
Ambracian Gulfv 

. While the two parties wfitt thus c^Ht^ending ^^ 9pc^. 
fury and pbftinacy for victory, Cleopati^'s fii^ty g^UieStCfp^d^r 
ing all their fails, advanced uneypef^edly betwi^en tbe twa 
fleets. This fudden motion eqi^aUy fuipvifed both ngviest 
Antony» whofe center was already in difordefy ei^pe^ed 
(bme gallant aiStion from the q«een> who had brought hm 
kito the prefent danger : he was therefore ftruck wi(b am9?ev 
ment, when he faw the whole Egyptian fquadron, inftead 
of falling upon the enemy, tack about, and with a fair wind 
fteer their courfe towards Peloponnefus* Here Antony he* 
trayed a weaknefs hardly to be imagined s his paflion for 
that proftitute getting the better of his ambition, honour, 
and every other confideration, he no fooner faw tbe queen's 
fhip under fail, than he threw himfelf into a galley of five 
banks of oars, attended only by two dpmeftics, Sceilius an4 
«iA0 it/d* Alexander the Syrian. Thus he abandoned his men, whq 
hnvidbg weregenerouflyiacrificing their live& in his fervice, to fot 
"^•^« Iq^t a bafe woman, who had long fince begun, and was now 
accomplifhing his deitni^on. As foon as be came up with 
Cleopatra's galley, he was taken on board ; but without £01 
much as feeing her, he placed himfelf ^t the ftern, and 
there, leaning his elbows on his knees, and his head on 
both his haTKls, as one confounded with anger and fliamci 
lie conj^invied a long while in that m^l^nchoay attitude ^. 

V Plut. in Anton. Dio, lib. 1^ p. 4^9,440. Flo^r. lib. iv.cap* it. 
Veil* Patf rcul. lib. ii. cap. 85. 

The 
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The nllaat beli^ivipiir of Aqtmy's tr^opi w fbh 0999/^n Tki f^/fmi 
^nnot Dfi f afficiefitly 9<in>)red and commended i for though ^^wvim 
tbetr general had abandoned the(n» and the Cfport of w ^J^^^^^^ 
flight was fpread through th^ i^et^t, yet they fought with tho ^'^^^ 
Cume ardour and intrepidity as if he had hisen prefent ; and 
difputed the vid:ory till nighty when a ftiff gale fpritigins 
VP> they were feparated> and baling no I^er to condu^ 
diemt fcH into diforder, which was the caufe of their Atm 
feat* Thire^ hundred ihips yielded to the conqueror ; but WsfUttii 
the iOaugh(er was inconfiderabl?* Ai^tony's land-foreee ^virtmHi, 
could not be brought to believe, th^t a general* who had 
^n^tfen legions entire, and twelve (houmid horfe, could 
Us|fe}y- defer t tbeni> efpecially fuch a general as Antony, 
who ha4 feea and ea$:ountered fortune in all her (hapes and 
Yiciffitudef* Th^y therefore expected he would/oon appears 
Jind putting himielf at their bead, give them an opportunity 
of dewing their fidelitv and zeal for his intereft and feryice. 
When thev were at \m thoroughly perfuaded that he had 
deferted tnemt they neverthelefs kept in a body, thougli 
quite furrounded both by fea and land, for feven tlays to* 

5 ether, without hearkening to the advantageous <^ers made 
liem by O^vianus. At lengthy being abandoned by Ca* aiutkh 
nidius^ and all their chief officers, who privately made Umdffnm 
fbeir eicape, they liftened to the conditions which O^a^f M^* 
vianus offered them* and were incorporated among his le? 
gionst Such was th^ famous fearfight of A£tium» To much 
fpoken of by the ancients, efpecially the poets of that time '. 
It was fought on the fecond day of September, when Ca&- 
int Q^avianus and MeflTala Corvinus tvere confuls (M). 

After this defeat, the auxil|aries» who had ferved under o<?«vcc. 
Antony, retired to their refpe£kiye GDuntries» and> in the nusU con* 
iequel, made their peace with the conqueror on the bcft ^*^ '*- 
terms they .could obtain. Some of the princes he depofed, ^^^^,2 
others he continued in their former ftate ; but impoftd up<m ^ 
them, as well as. upon all the free ftates which bad joined 
Antony, heavy fines; whereby thofe unhappy countries 
were^ r^uced to a moft deplorable coaditio^^ As for th9 
Romans, Odavianus pardoned fome at the earneft jintreaties 
of his friends and his mother Mutia % others he puniihed 
with the utmoft feverity^ 0£tavianu6>. neau morning after 

X yide Vir^. lib. viii. Mmd. Ovid. Metainorph. lib. xv. Herat, 
epod. 9. Sc Propert, lib. iy. e\eg. 6. 

(M> As Odavianus, by this after them Aurefius ViSor and 
fvermemomblevi^iy,hecame Eutropius, reckon from this 
Cole mafterof the whole Roman . time the) years of QAsvianui^ 
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tKc "battle, finding his viftory complete, detached a fqcra«» 
drop of light gallies in purfuit of Antony and Cleopatra % 
which Antony no fooner faw rowing up to. him, than he 
commanded his pilot to tack about, and face them. Upon 
this motion they all backed, except one commanded by Eury- 
cles the Lacedaemonian, who ranging up to Antony's veffcl, 
with great ^fierceitefs and intrepidity, fliook his hnce atbim 
in a threatening manner. ** Who art thou, (cried Antony 
from the ftern) who haft the boldnefs to purfue me thus ? ** 
**Ham, (anfwered he) Euryclcs, the fon of Lachares, brought 
hither by Caefar*8 fortune to revenge my father's death.** 
This Lachares had been condemned to death by Antony for a 
robbery. However, the Lacedaemonian not venturing to 
engage fo renowned a cohimander, attacked another galley 
and took her, with a (hip, on board of which was a great 
deal of rich plate and furniture. Eurycles retired, fatisfied 
with his prize ; and upon his retreat Antony returned to his 
former melancholypofture, and continlaed fo three days, with^ 
•^ut feeing the queen, till he reached I'aenarus in Laconia. 

There Cleopatra's women brought them to fee each otber^ 
and converfe as formerly, Antcfny appearing as fond of her 
as ever, when he had the ftrongeft reafons to deteft and 
abhor her, as the only caufe of his ruin* At Tsenarns he 
received an account of the total defeat of his navy; bat, 
believing his legiotis ftill in his hitereft,' he wrote to Cani* 
dius to retreat with them through Macedon iiuo A(ia, prcHi 
pofing to renew the w^r in that country. As he vras him- 
felf determined to retire into Africa, he gave one of h\i 
largeft (hips, laden with vail ftims of money, and gold and 
filver veiiels of an meftimable value, to bis friends, deGring 
them to (hare it among them, and provide for their own 
fafcty ; but they refufing it with tears in their eyes, and i^ 
claring they would always follow his fortune, he broke 
forth into complaints of his cruel deftiny, which deprived 
him of the power of giving them fuch tokens of his ac- 
knowlegement and gratitude, as they had given him of their 
fidelity and afFe£tion* He added, tnat he could not, with*- 
out berng guilty of die higheft injuftice, fuifer ttiem to be 
involved in his misfortunes ; and therefore abfolutely com* 
manded them to abandon him to his evil deftiny, and con** 
fult their own fafety. He ordejred Thcophilus, governor 
of Corinth, to provide for their fecurity, and keep thern^ 
concealed till they could make their peace with Oftavia- 
nus. Having taken this ftep for the prefervation of his 
friends^ he retired to Africa, whence be fent Cleopatra into 
Egypt, Tand ioon nfter followed her* Of the redudion of 
Egypt by OflavianuSj of the unhappy citd of Antopy nnd 

Cleojpatra^ 
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Cleopatra^ and the zSc&ing circumft^nces of their deatb, 
we have given an account in our hiftory of the Ptolemies 
af Egypt, to which we refer our readers. All Anton/s 
flatues were thrown down, and entirely demolifhed, both 
in Egypt and at Rome ^ his memory was declared infamous 
by the fervile fenate ; and a decree was paded, ena£ling, 
that none of his family (hould ever after bear the name of 
Marcus (O). 

Odavifinusii having reduced Egypt, and fettled the af- oaavia- 
fairs of that kingdom, l^ft Alexandiia in the beginning of nutfettUs 
September, in the year of Rome 720, with a dcfign to re- '^ffl^^'^'f 
turn through Syria, Afia Minor, and Greece, to Italy. On AfiJIdi* 
bis arrival at Antioch, he found Tiridates, who had been- ^^r, 6r<« 
raifed to the throne of Parthia in oppoGtion to Phraates, 
and likewife ambafladors from Phraates» who were all come 
on the fame bu(inefs, to folicit the affiftance of the Ro« 
tnans againft each other. 0<%avianus gave a friendly ^n«n 
fwer both to Tiridates and the ambaiTadors of Phraates, 

(O) He died tn the fifty- a fcandalous intrigue with Ju- 

third, or, as fonie write, fifty- lia, Odavianus's only daijghter, 

fixth year of his age, leaving whrich coll him his life. Oc- 

ievenchiidrea by his three wives tavia had by Antony only two 

Fulvia, O^avia, and Cleopa- daughters, bf whom the elder 

tra ; for he married the queen was called An tenia Major, and. 

after his divorce from Odavia, the younger Antonia Minor; 

What became of Alexander aqd The former married L. Domi* 

Ptolemy, his fons by Cleopatra, tius Ahenobarbus, by whom Ihc ' 

we find np where recorded ; but had Cneius Domitius, who, by 

for his daughter Cleopatra, the Agrippina, the daughter of 

virtuous Odtavia brought her Germanicus, was the father of 

up with her own children, and the emperor Nero. Antonia 

married her to Juba, king of Minor, who i^iherited both her 

Mauritania, one of the mod mother's beauty and virtue, was 

learned and virtuous princes of iparried to Drufus, the fon of 

his age. Antyllus, his elded Tiberius and Livia, and fon- 

ibn by Fulvia, \vas betrayed by in -law to 0<^avianus, From 

.his governor Thepdqrus to Oc- this marriage came Germani- 

tavianus's foldiers, who, by his .cus, defefvedly efteemed the 

orders, put him to death. Ju- greateft general of his time, and 

lius Antonius, the younger bro- the raoft accomplifhed perlon 

ther of Antyllus by the fame among the Romans ; and Clau- 

mother, became one of 0<Sta- dius, who reigned before Nero. 

vianus*s chief favourites; Oc-- Caius, furnamed Caligula, the 

tavia, whofe generofity for that fon of Germanicus, likewife 

unfortunate family was without governed the Roman empire ; 

bounds, havingbeftowed on him fo that Antony's family, not- 

Marcella, one of her daughters withftanding their misfortunes, 

by her firil: hufhand ; but he aff gave three emperors to Rome. 



jCervvards indifcreetly engaged in 



without 



t 

1^9 ^bi Raman Hylery. 

liritltdat intending to ai&ft cither ; hut ratlier "mxh a defigii 
to animate the one agaiaft' the other, and by thefe meaiM 
to weaken both, fo as to rcnde/ the Parthian name no 
longer for'midabk to Rome. Having appointed Mefiala 
Corvittus governor of Syria, he marched into the province 
of Afia properly fo called, and there took up his winter* 
quarters ^. In the beginning of the next year O^^avianus 
entered his fifth confulate, and had the following coU 
leagues : Licinius Crafiii9> to the calends of July \ C! An* 
tiftius, to the ides of September \ and M. Tullitts, the fon 
of the famous orator, itoxxK that time to the end of the year. 
He employed the winter in fettling the affiiirs of the feveral 
- provinces of Afia Minor, and the adjacent ifiands ; and in 
the fprine paffed into Greece* whence he departed for 
MiiffTMs U Rome, which he entefed in the month Sextilis, afterwards 
JCm«#« called Auguft, in three triumphs, which were celebrated 

|br three fucceffive days (P). 

OBmvkt* 0£bavianii$ was now at the height of his wilbe«, folo 

9«i thinh foirereigPji fole in^fter* of the wh(^e I^oiYian empjjfe \ but 

f^*"^*" the many dangers which attend an ufurpcd power, appearit 

iSwr *^^ '^ ^^ ^ * ftfonger light tlwm ever, filled his mind vith 

^^ * a tbonfand perplesung thoughts. The natural averfion of 

the Romans to ^ kingly government, their love of liberty, 

and the ides of March, when his father Julius was tonsr^ 

dered in full fenate by thofe very men whom he thought 

the moft devoted to bis perfon, were confiderations that 

filled him with apprehenfions concealing his perfonalfafety. 

7hQ paifion of fear is ibid to have outweighed the attrac« 

T Dio, lil|. li, p. 447, 

(P) The firll triumph was for an afp hanging at her arm« 

bis viAories over the Palma- Rome was To much enriched 

tians, Pannonians, and fome with the immenfe treafure^ 

l^erman and Gauliih nations, brought by O^tavianus and hia 

whom he had conquered before foldier? out of Egypt, that the 

his w^r with Antony, The fe- 'value of money fell from ten to 

% qpnd was for his naval vidiory four per cent, and the prices of 

at A6tkim ; and the third for every thing clfe rofe in propor- 

the reduction of Egypt. In the tion. After his triumph, the 

tail, which was the moil mag* name of emperor was conferred 

nificent of the three, were led upon him, not in the i:ommou 

^fore the vi6tor*s chariot Alex- fenfc, 9s it imported only a ti- 

' anderand Cleopatra, wboip An- tie of honour, but as it carried 

tony had by the queen ; and with it a fovereign power, and 

the image of the queen was an UD^controuled authority (i). 
earried in a bed of uate,' with 

(0 Dio, lib. ill. p. 4M» 4H» 
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d<m^ of po^er^ and inclined liim to follow ttie eiample of 
Sylla* Before he came to any refolutton, he thought it ad^ 
vifcabie to confult his two mod intimate and trul^y friends^ 
Agrippa and Maecenas ; the former no lefs famous for his 
probity than his valour ; and the latter a man of great pe« 
netratton, and generally efteemed the moft refined politi* 
ciaiirof his ag^* Agrippa openly declared for a generous 
rcfignation : he enlarged on the many and almoft inevitable 
dangers which attend monarchy, infupportable lo a free 
people, and to nten educated in a commonwealth : he did 
not forget the examples of Sylla and Caefar ; and clofed his 
fpeech with exhorting 0£lavianus to convince the worlds 
by reftoring liberty to his country, that the only motive for 
his taking up arms was to revenge his father's death. 

Maecenas, on the other hand, remonftrated to him, that hSfnadii 
he had gone to6 far to recedi ; that, after fo much blood- f^ ** ^ 
flied, there could be no fafety for him but on the throne ; ^''■^* 
that, if he divefted himfelf of the fovereign power, he would 
be immediately profecuted by the children and friends of the 
many iliuftrious perfons whom the misfortunes of the times 
had forced him to facrifice to his fafety; and that it was ab^ 
folutely necefiary for the welfare and tranquility of the re- 
pnblict that the fovereign power fliould be lodged in one 
perfon, and not divided among many individuals, whofe 
tmbitious views would ftiil occafion a perpetual fucceffion 
of mtferies to the public* 0£lavianus thanked them both 
for their friendly advice, but adhered to the opinion of Mae« 
cenas ; who gave him many wife infl:ru£^ions and rules of 
government, which are related at length by Dio Caflius '• 
Amonr other things be told him, that he could not fail of 
being mccefsful in all his undertakings, happy in his life* 
time, and famous in hiftocy after his death, if he never de* 
viated from this maxiin ; to govern others as he would wifli 
to be governed himfelf, had he been born to obey, and not 
to command* Maecenas added, that if, in taking upon him 
the fovereign power, he dreaded the name of king, fo odious 
in a commonwealth, he might content himfelf with the title 
of Caefar, or Imperator, and, under that title, which was 
well known to the ligmans, enjoy all the authority of a fove* 
reign. 

This advice 0£tavianus followed, and front that time laid 
afide all thoughts of abdicating the fovereign power; but, to 
deceive the people into a belief, that they (lill enjoyed their 
ancient government, he continued the old magiftrates» with 
the fame namci pomp, and ornaments, andjuftasmuch 

* Dio, lib. Hi, p. ^^ te, 

• . ^ power 
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power is he thought proper to delegate into their hailds^ 
They were to have their old jurifdiftion of deciding finally 
all caufes^ /except fuch as 'were capital ; and though fome 
of thefe laft were left to the governor of Rome^ yet the 
Bitourts chief he referved for himfelf. He paid great attention to 
tnepfopi^* the people : the very name that covered his ufurpation was 
a compliment to them ; for he afFeded to call it the power 
of the tribunefhipy though he a£led as abfolutely by~ it as if 
he had called it the ^iftatoriaV power He likewife won 
the hearts of the populace by taking particular care that pro- 
viGotis (hould be cheap, and the markets plentifully fup-« 
plied : and he entertained them with fhews to amufe their 
imagination, and keep them in good humour. While they 
thus enjoyed plenty^ eafe» and pleafufe^ they had no temp-* 
tation to enquire into the title of their prince, or refent a£is 
of power, which they did not immediately feel. 
mnd thi He filled the > fenate with bis own creaturesi raifed the 

finatt\ but number of the ccnfcript fathers to a thoufand : he fupplied 
^'ffd^^ feveral poor fenators with money out of the treafury to dif- 
* iT charge the public offices, and, on all occafions, affedled a 

' ' * high regard for that venerable body 5 but at the fame time 
divefted them of all power, and reduced them tp mere cy 
phers. To prevent them from raifing new difturbances in 
the diftant provinces, he iflTued an ediAi forbidding any fe- 
nator to travel out of Italy without leave, except fuch asliad 
lands in Sicily^ or Narbonne Gaul, which at that time coni" 
prehended Languedoc, Provence, and Dauphiny* To thefe 
provinces, which were near Italy, and in a perfe£t (late of 
tranquility, they had liberty to retire when they pleafed, and 
live upon their eftates. Before he ended his (ixth conful« 
(hip, he took a cenfus of the people ; and found the number 
of men fit to bear arms amounted to four hundred (ixty<* 
three thoufand • (Q^). He likewife celebrated the games, 
which had been decreed by the fenate for his victory at Ac* 
tium ; and it was ordered, that they (hould be celebrated 
every fifth year, four colleges of priefts being appointed to 

« Dio, lib. Hii. p. 496, & Marmor. Capuana, torn. iii. AnnaU 
Pighii, p. 495. 



(QJ) Mention is made of this 
cenfus in the marble tables of 
Capua in thefe words : ** In my 
iixth confulfliip with my col- 
league M. Agrippa, f numbered 
^he people, and made a cenfus 
after forty-one years (that is, 
from the cenforihip p/Cn. Len- 



tulus and L. Gellius) ; in which 
four hundred (ixty-three thou- 
fand citizens were numbered ** 
Inflead of this number, £ufe- 
biuSy whom feveral modern wri- 
ters have followed, has in his 
chronicle four millions one hun« 
dred and fixty-four thoufand. 

take 
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taker care of them ; to wit, the pontifices, the augurs, the 
feptemvirs, and quindecemvirs. In order to gain the affec- 
tions of the people liill more, he annulled,- by one edi£l, 
the many fevere .and unjuft laws which had been enaded 
during the triumvirate. He raifed many public buildings, Headarnt. 
repaired thofe that were decayed, and added many orna- '^' ^'£^* 
ments to the pty, which at this time was, if w^ may give 
credit to fome ancient writers, about fifty miles in compafs, 
and contained near four millions of fpuls> reckoning men, 
women, children, and ilaves. He attended bufinefs, re- 
formed abufes, {hewed great regard for the Roman name, 
promoted pleafure and jollity, often appearing in perfon at 
th^ public diverfions, and in all things iludying to endear 
himfelf to the populace. 

in the beginning of his feventh confuHhip with M, 
Agrippa, finding all things ripe for his defign, the people 
highly pleafed with his mild, government, and the fenate 
filled with his creatures, he went by the advice of Agrippa 
and Maecenas, to the fenate-houfe \ and there, in a ftudied He mala 
fpeech, offered to refign his authority, and put all again afitnt t§ 
into the hands of the people upon the old foundation of the J^w/# 
commonwealth. Theconfcript fathers not only interrupted ^f^'^^^* 
him while lie was fpeaking ^ but afterwards unanimoufly 
befought him to take upon himfelf alone the government of 
the Roman empire. He, with a feeming relu£lancy, yield- Iscempelltd 
cd to their requeft, as if he had been compelled to accept h^^fi* 
of the fovereignty* By this artifice he compaffed his de- i^^'J.'^'* 
fign, which was, to get the power and authority he had 
ufurped, confirmed to him by the fenate and people for the 
fpace of ten years; for he would pot accept oi it for a longer 
term, pretending he {hould, in that time, be able to fettle 
all things in fucn peace and order, that there would be no 
farther need of his authority; but, that he might then eafe 
himfelf of the burden, and put the government again into 
the hands of the fenate and people. This method he took to 
Tender the yoke lefs heavy ; but with a defign to renew his 
leafe, if we may be allowed the exprefEon, as foon as th« 
ten years were expired ; which he did accordingly from ten 
years to ten years as long as he lived, governing the whole 
Roman empire with an abfolute and uncontrouled power* 
With this new authority the fenate refolved to diflinguiih 
him by a new name. Some of the fathers propofed the name 
of Romulus, to import, that he was another founder of 
Rome : fome offered other titles : but the venerable name 
of Auguflus, propofed by Munatius Plancus, feemed pre- 
ferable to all the reft^ as it expreffed more dignity and re-' 
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terenee ihin Authority ; the moft hcrtA ttiings, fucfc ftl 
temples, and palacett confecrated by augurs, being termed 
by the Romans Augufta. OAaVianus hiitifelf was inclmed 
to afltime the name of Romulus i but, on mature refledion^ 
fh tkte of ht declined it, and took that of Auguftus ^, by which wt 
Ji^ut ihall henceforth diftinguiih him in the fequel of our hiftory. 
Among other inftances of fervile adulatioii payed at this 
jun£lure to Auguftus, one Sextus Facuvicus, a tribune of tht 
people, devoted himfelf to the emperor, in the manner 
of the Celtes : in other words, he faoUnd himfelf by a fo« 
lemn oath to live and die with Auguftus* 

Though the whole power of the fenate Atid people Wai 
now veiled in Auguftus, yet, that he n^ight feem to Ihar^ 
it with the confcript fathers, he refufed to govern all the 
ffis^tt^ provinces, alBgning to the fenate fuch as were quiet and 
tmdtwMng peaceable, and keeping to himfelf thofe which, bordering 
*^^l^ ft upon barbarous nations, were moft expofed to troubles and 
ikifituUi. ^^rs, faying, he defired the fathers might enjoy their powef 
with eaie and fafety, while he underwent all the dangers 
ind labours ; but, by this politic condud, he fecured all 
the military power to himfelf, the troops lying in the pro* 
Tinces hehad chofen ; and the others, which were govern* 
ed by the fenate, being quite deftitute of forces* The 
latter were called fenatorial, and the former imperial, pro* 
tinces(R)* Over the provinces of both fortswere placed men 
of diftin£iion, fuch as had been confuk or praetors, with 
the titles of proconful and propnetor; but the government 
of £gypt was committed to a private knight, Auguftus 
fearing left a perfon of rank, depending upon the wealth 
and fituation of that country, might raife new difturbances 
in the empire. All thefe governors held their iimploy* 
Inents only for a year, and were, upon the arrival of their 
fucceflbrs, obliged to depart their provinces immediately, 
smd not fail to be at Rome within three months- at the 



^ Dio« lib. llii. p. 497* Flor. lib. iv* Liv. lib. cxxxiv* 



(R) The finatoriat were A- 
frica» that 18, the ancient do- 
minions of Carthage^ Numidia, 
Ada properly fo called, or the 
ancient kingdom of Pergamus, 
Greece, ilyled by mod hiflo« 
rians Achaia, Epirus, Dal ma* 
tia, Macedon, Sicily, Sardinia, 
the iilsnd of Crete, Lybia, Cy. 
ftnaica, Bithyaia, Pontus, and 



that part of Sf^in called 
ca« The imperial provinces 
were,, the reft of Spam, com* 
prehendiog the provinces of 
Tarracon and Lufitania, all 
Oaul and Germany, Coelefyria, 
Phoenice, Cilicia, the ifland of 
Cyprus, and the kbgdom of 
Egypt. 

fartheft* 



lardle&^ Thus ended the greateft commohwealth^ and fi^gud 
at the fame time bq;an the greateft monarchy , tl^at had ever ^/'^' 
been known (SX '^;;^ 
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i'he Hiftory of Rome^ from the Settkfnent of 
the Roman Empire to the Death of Nero, 
the laji of the Family of the Ccefars. 

THE fitft and chief care of Auguftus, ilow abfolute Yr. of FI« 
naailer of the Roman empire, was to fatisfy his fol- *3^<' 
dicrs> and attach them more firmly to his intereft, With ^"^^^ ^^^^ 
this view he difpcrfed them all over Italy in thirty-two co- u. c!^7»x. 
lonies, that he might the more eafily reaflemble them in , 

cafe of any fudden commotion. He kept twenty-five legions TA/ hnd* 
on foot, eight of which were on the Rhine, four on the forces of 
Danube^ three in Spain, and two in Dalmatia. The other '^' ^^P^^ 
eight were fent into Afia and Africa, four of them being 
quartered in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and in 
Syria, two in Egypt, and two in the province of Africa, 
confifting oJF the ancient dominions of Carthage. Thefe 
^-ere conftan^ly maintained, even in the moft peaceable 
time39 by Auguftus, and for fome ages by hts fuccefibrSt . 
their whole -number amounting to 179,650 men. tn the 
neighbourhood of Rome were always quartered twelve co- 
iiorts, about |:en thoufand men, nine of which were called 
cohortes praetoriae, or praetorian cphorts ; and the other 
three cohortes urbanae, or city cohorts. They were efta* 
Uiihed to guard the emperor's perfon, and maintain peace 
and tranquility in the city. The prxtorian guards had, as^ 
we (hall fee in the fequel of this hiftory, a great flia^e in 
all thjc changes and revolutions of the empire, till the reign 
of Coaftantine the Great, who dift)anded tbem all in the 
year 312 of the Chriftian aera. 

< Tadt« AnnaU lib. u p. S5« 

(S) It oomprehended the yearly revenues of the empire, 
greateft, and by fiir the beft they have, by a modeft com- 
part of Europe, Afia, and Afi^- putation, been reckoned to a- 
ca, bdng near four thoufand mount to forty millions of our 
milM in length, and about half money, 
as much in breadth* As tQ the 
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Befides thefe numerous and well-difciplined land-forcefy 
Auguftus kept conftantly at fea two powerful fleets ; one 
riding at anchor nqar Ravenna in the Upper or Adriatic 
fea, to command and defend Dalmatia, Greece, Cyprus, 
Afia, and the reft of the eaftern provinces ; the other at 
Mifenum in the Lower or Mediterranean fea, to awe and 
proteft Gaul, Spain, Africa, and the weftem provinces. 
Their bufinefs was to keep the feas clear of pirates,, to con- 
voy the veflek which brought to Rome the annual tributes 
from the provinces beyond fea, and to tranfport corn and 
other provifions neceffary for the fubfiftence and relief of the 
city. As to the civil government, Auguftus reformed many 
ancient laws, and made new regulations ; but, in this re- 
fpedi, he afFedied to do nothing without the. advipe and 
approbation of the confcript fathers* The comitia were 
held, as formerly, in the field of Mars ; but fuch only were 
chofen for the great offices as Auguftus had before recom- 
mended to the centuries. The fame officers of ftate, the 
fame names, pomp, and ornaments, were continued with 
all the appearance of authority, but without the leaft 
power ". However, the fenate pretended to be fo well 
pleafed with his government, that they honoured^him with 
the title of Pater Patriae, or Father of his Country. 

Towards the end of this year Auguftus, having fettled 
affairs in the capital, left Italy, and pafled into Gaul, with 
a defign to attempt the redudtion of the Britifli rOands ; but, 
being informed on his arrival at Narbonne, that the SalaiC 
at the foot of the Alps, and the Cantabri and Afturcs in 
Spain, hdd (haken ofF the Roman yoke, he fent Terentius 
Varro againft the former, and marched in perfon againft 
the latter, after having entered his eighth confulfhip, in 
which he chofe for his colleague Titus Statilius Taurus, 
one of his lieutenants. Before he left Gaul, he took a 
cenfus of the inhabitants of the three provinces into which 
that country was then divided, and which is the firft we 
read of made out of Italy ^. 

On his arrival in Spain, he defeated the Cantabri in a 
pitched battle near Vellica, at a fmall diftance from the 
Iberus, and obliged theih to retire, with their wives and 
children, to one of the higheft mountains, called by the 
ancients Vindius, and by the moderns the mountain of 
Afturias ; byt in the ipean time falling fick, the whole 
inanagement of the war was committed to C. Antiftlus) 
who, having defeated the united forces of the Cantabrians 

tt Dio. lib. liii. p. 51X. Suet, in 06iav. w Dio, lib. Iiv« p. 535. 
Tacit, cknnal. lib. 1. cap. 39. Suet. lib. ii.. cap. a6, 
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tXiA Afturiarts in a great battle, forced thfem to t^te fefugfc 
on another inacceffible mountain, which he furrounded 
with a yridc and deep ditch fifteen miles in compafs, forti- 
fied at proper diftances with caflles and turrets. By thia 
work, all the avenues and paiTages being (hut up, thofe 
unhappy people were reduced to the utmolt extremity for 
"want of provifions ; yet fo great was their love jof liberty, 
that^ ioftead of yielding^ they endured for a long time 
miferies hardly to be exprelTed, the women devouring their 
own children^ and the young men eatinjg the old, to fup- 
port the neceflities of nature^ After many unfuccefsful ne^faU 
attempts to force the Roman intrench tnents, the Afturians m/ am^ig 
were at length inclined to throw themfelves upon the clc»- tktmjtivtu 
mency of the conqueror ; but were oppofed by the Canta- 
brians, who maintained, that they ought all, like brave 
men, to die fword in hand. This dangerous contention 
was carried fo far, that) after a conflid):, in which many 
fell on both fides, the Afturians, to the number of ten 
thoufand, were driven to the intrenchments of the Ro* 
mans, of whom they begged mercy and prote£Uon. Tibe- Numhers of 
rius, the emperor's fon-in-law, refufing to admit them in* thi Aftu 
to the camp, many of thofe unhappy wretches fell upon ^^^'/''t/* 
their own fwords ; others, lighting great fires, threw them- ^'^^; * 
felves into them, ^lid perifhcd in the flames j and fome 
ended their lives by drinking the juice of a venomous herb, 
which grew in the forefl they poflefTed *. 

The confular year being expired, Augufttts,.who ftill 
refided at Tarracon, whither he had retired in the begin- 
ning of the campaign, entered on his ninth cohfulfhip, and 
thofe for his colleague M. Junius Silanus y. This year was Yr, of FI. 
remarkable for the total redu£l:ion of Spain, after it had» S313. 
for more than two hundred years, given the JElomans con- Ante Chr. 
ftant employment, and put them to the expence of main- ^t r^^' 
tainmg numerous armies in that country. The Cantabrians, ; 

whom Antiftrus kept clofely inverted, were forced to fur- ^[he Can* 
render at difcretion, to the number of twenty-three thou- tabrians 
fand. Ten thoufand of thefe were incorporated among the f^^dutdi 
Roman auxiliaries> to be employed againfl the Afturians ; 
the reft were difarmed, ^nd fold to the .beft bidder; but 
moft of them laid violent hands on themfelves, defpifing 
their lives after the lofs of their liberty ^and arms *• Canta- 
bria, now Bifcay, being thus reduced, Auguftus divided 
his army into two bodies ; one he detacbed> under the com- 
mand of Titus Carifius, into Lufitania, whither fome of 

J' OroC lib. vi. cap. %%, y Suet, in 06lav« cap. a6« * Orof. 
ibid. Dio, lib. liii. Veil. Pat. lib. ii, 
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the Afturians had retired^ and the other he himfelf edfl« 
miM ^*^^^^ ^^^ *^^*' country. The Afturians in Lufitania werci 
tki Jftu* 111 ^ /battle, which lafted two days, ^tirely defeated by 
fimu. Carifius, who could not help acknowleging, that the Aftu- 
rians equaled in valour the Romans* On the other hand^ 
Auguftus and Antiftius, entering the country of thofe bravej 
but unfortunate people, cut moft of them in pieces, and 
made themfeWes mafl:er4 of all their cities and fortreffes* 
Thus were the two moft warlike nations of Spain forced to 
receive the yoke, without being ever after able to recover 
their ancient liberty. Auguftus built feveral cities to keep 
the rebellious Spaniards in awe; among the reft Caefaf 
Augufta, now Saragofa, and Augufta Emerita, now Merida, 
10 called, becaufe it was founded by Auguftus, and peopled 
by his veterans, called in Latin Emeriti \ He likewife built 
a ftone bridge over the Iberus, to facilitate the march of the 
Roman troops from one province to another. 

In the courfe of this year feveral wars were carried on 
with equal fuccefs in other parts. Marcus Craflus, one 
of Auguftus's lieutenants, overcame the Moefians, a fierce 
and favage people beyond the Danube. M. Vincius gained 
confiderable advantages over fome nations of Germany, for 
which the title of Imperator was conferred upon Auguftus, 
under whofe aufpices Vincius had fought. Terentius 
Ti/ Sedagi Varro, fumamed Murena, reduced, the Salaili, and obliged 
itkduid. them to fubmit to fuch terms as he thought prc^r to i^ 
pofe. After they had delivered up their arms, Varro fent 
forty thoufand of their youth to Eporedia, now Ivrea> 
where they were condemned to flavery for the term of 
twenty years. Auguftus divided their lands among the 
foldiers of his ^ard, and founded in the new colony a city, 
which be called Augufta Praetoria, now known by the 
name of Aofta. The whole glory of this eipedition was 
aicribed to Auguftus, though he was then in Spain, and a 
magnificent monument ereSed, by a decree of the fenate, 
to his honour, in the midft of the Alps, on which were 
engraved the names of forty-three nations inhabiting ifaofe 
mountains, who were (aid to have been fubdued by himy 
and brought under the Roman yoke ^ (T). 
' While Auguftus was waging war with the rebeOioiis 
Spaniards, Cornelius Gallus, to whom Virgil inicribed hb 
tenth and laft eclogue, was condemned to perpetual bani(b» 

a Suet, in 03av. Dio;Hb.ltii. p. 514. Orof. ibid. ^ Plin. 

lib. ill. cap. so. 

(T) The remains of dib feen in the neighbourhood of 
ftately monument are ftiU to be Monaco. 
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ment hj the fenate^ for having fpoken with too mucb )i« 
berty oi Auguftus. He had been appointed by the einpcror« 
who lored and efteemed him on account of his fine genias^ 
the firft governor of l^gffU which he oppre^d in a Tcry 
tyranoicai manners ftripping the moft wealthy cities of the 
country, particularly the famous Thebes^ ot all their or« 
namentSy and laying heavy taxes on the inhabitants. Elated 
with pride, he ruled more like an abfolute monarch than a 
Aibordinate ms^iftrate, ere^ng ftatues to himfelf in the 
chief cities of that kingdom, and infcribing his own name 
and adions on the pyramids. Such extraordinary proceed* 
ings obliged Auguftus to recall him, to brand him with in* 
famy, and forbid him his houfe, and the provinces under 
his command* Gallus, thus ftigmatized, uttered many 
diirefpedful fpeeches againft the emperor ; for which, as 
well as for his rapines, extortions, and other mifdemeanorsy 
he was, by the unanimous fu£Ehiges of the fenate, con« 
demned to banifliment ; but he prevented the execution of 
the fentence, by falling on his own fword ^ Auguftust 
whofe favour he had gained by his military exploits, and 
the elegance of his poetical compofitions, is faid to hav« 
wept, when he received in Spain the news of his death, 
complaining, that he alone was not allowed to fet what 
bounds he pleafed to his reientment : however, he returned 
thanks to die fenate for the zeal they had (hewn on this 
occafion for the fafety of his perfon, and the glory of his 
name '• This year died Amyntas, king of Pifidia. He 
had been fecretary.to old kiiig Deiotarus, and raifed by Marc 
Antony, whom he ferved with great fidelity, to the throne^ 
which Auguftus fuilered him to enjoy, but would not allow 
him to tranfmit it to his pofterity ; fo that Pifidia, with Ga- ^JM^ 
latia and Lycaonia, upon his death, were reduced to a Ro- E^^/^f!^^ 
man province, and firft governed by M. LoUius, in quality ^ j^jg^^ 
of proprseior •. /rrwiM* 

During Auguftus's refidence in Spain» Agrippa, wh6 had 
remained in Rome, was no lefs employed in adorning with 
magnificent ftru£lures that ftately metropolis, than others 
were in extending its dominions. Among the many j>ublic 
edifices he built at his own charge, the moft remarkable / 

were the porch and temple of Neptune, the hot baths, called 
Thermae Agrippae, and the Pantheon, a celebrated temple, f%tPm^ 
fo named, according to Dio, from the many images of the 
gods with which it was embellifiied, or rather from its 

c Strabo> lib. xvii. p. S19. Ammian. Marce). lib. xvii* Dio» lib. 
Hii. p. 5ia« Ettfeb. in Chron. ' Sott* in OQtvf. cap. 66, 

« Eatrop* libi vii. Seat. Ruf. in Breviar. 
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aircbed roof, which refembled the heavens. ^Thit wonder- 
ful ftru6iure was finiflied this year, in the ninth confuUhip 
of Auguftus, and is preferved entire to this day (U). 

While Auguftus continued at Tarracon, his health not 
allowing him yet to fet out on his return to Rome, he had 
the fati8fa£Vion to fee the moft remote nations of the K[orth 
and the Eaft, that is, the Scythians, the Sarmatians, the 
Indians, and the Seres (W), courting his friendfliip with 
embaffies, and rich prefents ^ Florus tells us, that the 
Seres were four years on their journey, and that they pre-> 
fented Auguftus with pearls, precious uones, and elephants. 
The following year Julia, Auguftus's daughter,^ by Scribo^ 
nia, was married to Marcellus, the nephew of Auguftus, 
by hi^ (ifter 0£tavia, a youth of extraordinary accomplifh- 
ments, and already adopted by Auguftus, who had no hopes 
of ifTue by his wife Li via, whom he paffionately loved <• 

In the enfuing year Auguftus entered upon his tenth con-t 
fulftiip, havifig C. Norbanus Flaccus for his colleague. 
When he returned to Rome, the fervile fenate paifed a de«» 
U. c' 715. eree, by which he was freed from the obligation of all laws, 
and impowered to govern the republic according to his ar* 
bitrary will and pleafure. At the fame time, by a folemn 
oath, they approved of all his a£^s, and decreed, that Mar* 
cellus, though not above iixteen years of age, (hould, on 
account of his extraordinary merit, have a place in the fe- 
nate among thofe of the praetorian rank, and that he might 
ftand for the confulate ten years fooner than he was allowed 
by the laws. It was likewife ordained in favour of Tibe- 
lius, fon-in-law to Auguftus, that he might ftand for the 
curule offices five years fooner than the ufual time. Thefe 
decrees were no fooner pafTed, than Marcellus was made 
aedile, and Tiberius appointed quaeftor ^. 

This, or, as fome aifert, the preceding year, was remark- 
fuiexpedt" ^ble for an expedition againft the fouthern Arabs, under- 
iiuiGallus *^H^" ^y ^lius Gallus, a Roman knight, the third gover- 
into Arabia ^9^ ^^ f'gypt und(5r Auguftus. The emperor, being in- 
filix* 

f Flor. Hh. iv. cap. t%, Sueton. in O&tLf, cap. 21. Orof, lib, vi. 
^ap. 21. Eutr. lib. vii. s Dio, lib. liii. p. 515. ^ Dio, ibid. 
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(U) It is a doubt among an- 
tiquaries, whether Agrippa did 
any thing more than add the 
isortico to this famous temple. 
^ (W) The Seres, the fame 
people whom we now call the 
Chinefc, are thought to have 
been the firft who made filk ; 



whence filk was called ferica^ 
and a (ilken garment fericum^ 
by the Greeks as well as the La- 
tins. From the country of the 
Seres, that is, from China, filk 
was brought into Perfia, and 
from Fema into Greece and 
Italy. 
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{orm^d that '^utb Arabia abounded in gold, filver, and 
other richesy refolvec), either by fair means or force, to open 
a commerce between them and his fubje£ls : but his views 
extended eyen to the redu&ion of the Troglodytes, their 
country being feparated front South Arabia only by the nar- 
row ftreights now called the jStreights of Babelmafnde), 
through which the Arabian gulf difcharges itfelf into the 
fouthern ocean. For this expedition Augudus furniihed 
Gallus with ten thoofand men; Herod, king of Judsea, 
fent him five hundred^ drawn out of bis own guards \ and 
Obodas, king of the Nabathaean Arabs, fupplied him with 
a thoufand naore, under the command of Syllaeus, his chief 
minifter* 

Syilseus undertook to be Callus's guide in this expedition $ ^* " ^' 
but with no other view than to betray him, and render the ^^^^ ^ 
enterprise abortive. Gallus had propofed to march through '^ *'* 
the country of the Nabathxans, and from, thence into South 
Arabia, or Arabia Felix ; but Syllxus falfly informing him» 
that there was no fafe pafiage thither by land, he built an 
hundred and thirty tranfports at Cleopatris, a port at the 
bottom of the. Arabian gulf, or Red Sea ; and, putting his 
army on board of them, failed for Leticocome, a maritime 
city of the Nabatbaeans on the other fide of that fea. As 
this was a very dangerous navigation, on account of the 
many rocks and flielves in that part of the Arabian gulf, 
and Syllaeus.condufted them the worft way through it, he 
was fifteen days in his pafTage, and loft a great many 
{hips. On his landing, his army was feized with a diftem- 
|>er common in that country, which obliged him to continue 
ina£kive at Leucocome, and in that neighbourhood, for the 
remaining part of the fummer, and the following winter. 
Early next fpring he left Leucocome ; and, after a painful 
march of fix months fouthward, being led by the treacher- 
ous Syllseus through ways almoft impafiable, he arrived on 
the borders of Arabia Felix. 

Upon his approach, Sabus king of that country fled, abaur 
doning his metropolis, called by Strabo the city of the 
Agrans, which Gallus took by aflault. From thence he 
continued his march fouthward, and arrived dti the lixth 
day at a river, where a numerous body of Arabs afTembled 
to difpute his pafiage; but Gallus attacking them, cut ten HideftMts 
thoufand in pieces, with the lofs of two men only. With- thtAr^t^ 
out farther oppofition, he made himfelf matter of Anneftus, fl^^ 
Afca, Magufum, Tommacum, Labeccia, Mariaba, a city •^>,^ 
fix miles in compafs, Athrula, where he left a garrifon, and 
Caripeta. From Caripeta he penetrated, farther into the 
icountry^ and^ after fome days march, reached Marfyabe, 
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adtydf tlie Rhamanitcs, who were gorcrncd by a petty 

prince named Ilafarus : he befieged the pla^c \ but waa 

obliged, after feveral tJinfuccefsf ul attempts, to drop that cn- 

ttrprize, for i^vant of water. His men bei^g feized with 

various diftempers, occafioned by the beat of the cUmateji 

and the unwholfomenefs of the air, water, and herbs of the 

country, and great numbers of them dropping ofF daily, he 

thought it advifeable to retreat into the country of the Na«r 

bath2pans3 and from thence purfue hiff route into Egypt^ 

Accordingly, having difcovered the treachery of Sylteus, he 

marched homeward, under the condud of more faithful 

guides ; and came in fix days to Anograna ; whence, aftc(> 

. having put to flight king Sabus, who ^tte^ipted to harafs 

him on his march, he purfued his journey to Negraj^ calle4 

alfo Hygra, which he reached in fixty days \ Whereas he 

had fpent fix months in marching from thence to the con-^ 

fines of Arabia. At Negra he embarked his troops, and 

having croffed the Arabian Gulf ki eleven days, he landed 

at Myos Hormus, on the Egyptian fide ; and from thence,^ 

by the way of Coptus, led back the i^iiferable remains of \A\ 

army to Alexandria, after having fp^nt two years in thi^ 

Unhappy expedition. In the feveral fkirmiflies he had with) 

the enemy, he loft only, feven men ^ but the far ereater 

part of his forces periflied either by famine or difeafes^ (W). 

While JElius Gallus was employed with part of the Egyp» 

tian army in this expedition, Candace, queen of w£thiopia,( 

invading the province of Thebais in Upper Egypt with a, 

freat army, furprifed the cities of Syene, Elephantinai, and 
hyllis, carried the Romans, who garrifoned them, inta 
captivity, overthrew Auguftu8*s ftatues, and laid wafte the 
whole country. Alarmed at this invafion, C. Petronius, at 
that time governor of Egypt, having, with amazing expe-. 
dition, got together a body of ten thoufand foot, and ejght 
hundred horfe, marched againft the warlike queen, andj^ 
coming up with her in the neighbourhood of Pfelcha, a 
city of Ethiopia, on the banks of the Nile, defeated her ar- 

t Dio, lib. Uii. p. 51 €—-514. Strabo, lib. xvi« p. 780, U lib. ii. p. 
f iS. &, lib. xvii. p. Szo. Jofeph. ADtiq. lib. xv. caj>. i.i* ^ de 9elL 
Judaic, lib. i. cap^ i6. Flin. lib. vi. cap. »S« 

( W) Some of the medicinal the reft, treacle, which, on his 

compoiitions. which he invent- return, he prefented to Au- 

ed againd the difiempers that gufius, telling him, that it had 

reigned in his army, are men- ^ved the lives of many of his 

tioned by Galen, and, among foidiers(i)« 



(i) Gal«n. de Antidot. lib. ii^ 
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mjr> though thirty thoufand ftrong, and made himfelf mafter Jsdefiaii4 
0t Pfclcha, the key of Ethiopia on the fide of Egypt, ly Pftro* 
From Pfelcha Petronius penetrated above eight hundred •""• 
miles into the country ; and, after having paCed thofe de- 
ferts, where the whole army of Cambyfes is faid to have 
been by a fudden ftorm buried in the (and, he took, with- 
out oppofition» the citiea of Premnis, Aboccis, Phturlss 
Cambyfes, Atteva, and Stadifis j which laft place ftood 
near* the cataradis of the Nile. Encouraged by this fuc- 
cefs, the Roman general advanced to Napata, which Dio 
calls Tenape, the metropolis of the kingdom, which he 
took, and deftroyed 5 and from thence pufhed forwards, till 
at length, being unable to proceed farther, on account of 
the great deferts> nor remain there any longer* on account 
of the exceflive heat of the climate, he was obliged to re- 
turn. Having, therefore, put a garrifon of four hundred 
men into Premnis, one of the ftrongeft fortreflcs of Ethio^ 
pia, and fupplied it with provifions for two years, he re- 
turned to Alexandria, carrying with him many thoufand 
captives, whom he fold for flaves, except one thoufand, in 
which number were the chief commanders of Candace's 
army ; and thofe he fent as a prefent to Auguftus. The 
queen of Ethiopia, upon the 6rft notice of the departure of 
the Romans, having affembled new forces, attacked with 
great vigour the garrifon they had left at Premnis ; but 
retronius returning with aftonifhing expedition, (he was Th&MMt 
obliged not only to raife the fiege, but to conclude a peace comckuUs m ' 
upon terms very advantageous to the Romans. However, p^acg wuJk 
Auguftus afterwards remitted the tribute^ and reftored to ^^^ ^•• 
her all the citie$ which Petronius had feized K *'*^* 

During thefe tranfi^Aions in the Eaft, the Afturians and <rh Ctm- 
Cantabrians attempted to recover their liberty -, and having, tabriam 
by a ftratagem, furprifed a confiderable body of the Ro- «^*^ Afiu* 
mans, put them all to the fword. ^lius Lamia, whom J^V^ 
Auguftus had left governor of that part of Spain, foon re- artfwm 
yenged their death, laying wafte the whole /country with nduad, 
fire and fword, and cruelly maflacring^ moft of the young 
men who were able to bear arms ; by which means he re- 
duced them in lefs than a month to entire fubje£tion *• 

In the courfe of the following year, Auguftus, being in AugB0mi0t 
his eleventh confulftiip, with Cn. Caipurnius Pifo, fell into thepvmi^ 
a dangerous diftemper, which brought him to the point of 4*^^ 
death. When he thought himfelf paft recovery, he fent 
ibr the curule magiftrates, and the chief men of tne fenato* 

^ Strabo, lib. xvii. p, 8ao. Dio, lib. liv. p.i249 s^s* PUn. lib. vi. 
cap. 29. ' Dio, p« 513, 524. ~ 
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rial andequeftrian order, who had nd doubt that he deGgned- 
to name in their prefence his fuccefTor, and entail the em- 
pire on his family. They were, therefore, greatly furprifed 
to fee the dying emperor, without uttering a fingle wordy 
put into the hands of his colleague Calpurnius Pifo his laft 
will, and with it a book of his own writing, which contained 
a diftinfl: and minute account of all (he towns, provinces^ 
allies, forces, riches, and taxes, of the whole Roman em-* 
pire. The contents of his willj which was to be opened 
only after his death, were never known \ but from his not 
paming a fucceflbr, and his delivering to the chief magif* 
trates, in fo critical a juncture, an account of the revenues 
and forces of the empire, they concluded, that his defign 
was to put the commonwealth into the hands of thefenate 
and people. His ring he delivered to Agrippa, fignifying 
thereby, as was then interpreted, that, if they defired to be 
governed by one man, they could not choofe a perfon better 
qualified for fo great a truft than this illuftrious Roman* 
As for Marcellus, his fon-in-Ia^, his nephew, and his fon 
by adoption, whom every one believed he would name for 
his fucceflbr, he feemed to have entirely forgot him. This 
iinexpe£ted behaviour of Auguftus at the point of death, 
when his (incerity could not be reafonably queftioned, 
gained him the afFcGipns of the people above any thing he 
had hitherto performed : they thought him more worthy of 
being folemnly deified, and ranked among the gods, for the 
difinterefted love he (hewed for his couptry, than his father 
Julius on account of his warlike exploits. 

But the apotheofis of Auguftus was deferred for many 
years ; for Antonius Mufa, a famous Greek phyfician, bro- 
ther to Euphorbus, phyfician to Juba, king of Mauritania, 
by cooling potions, and the ufe of the cold bath, reftored 
him to his health, to the unfpeakable joy of the fenate and 
people, who immediately ordered a ftatue of brafs to be 
ereded to Mufa, oppofite that of jEfc;ulapiu8, a diftin£lion 
never before granted to any freedman : he was alfo allowed 
to wear a gold ring ; and all perfons of his profeffion were 
for ever, in gratitude to him, exempted from all manner 
of taxes and tributes ". The recovery of Auguftus oc- 
cafioned great rejoicings in the city ; medals were ftruck, 
many of which have reached our times, and the moft mag- 
nificent fports exhibited that had ever beeri feen at Rome. 
"We arc told, that fome fathers, then on their death-beds, 
commanded their children to facrifice victims in their name, 
as a rhankfgiving to Jupiter Capitolinus, with this infcrip* 
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tioa» ^^ The day of our death was the day of Augu(ius*8 re* 
covery ".'* The emperor, as foon as he was in a condition to 
appear abroad, went to the fenate»houfe, where, after having 
thanked the fathers in the moil flattering terms for the con- 
cern they had fhewn during his illnefs, and the joy they 
had exprefTed on his recovery, he opened his will, and 
oiFered to read it to the aflembly, in order to convince them 
that he had appointed himfelf no fucceflbr ; but left them 
at full liberty either to re-eftabli(h the ancient form of go- 
vernment, or choofe for themfelves a fovereign ; but they 
all exclaimed, that they would not by any means fufier him 
to take that trouble, £nce they were, without any farther 
proof, convinced of th^ fincerity of his intentionsi and his 
difinterefted zeal for the public welfare. 

The behaviour of Auguftus during his illnefs occafioned Mifuudit^ 
a mifunderftanding between Marcelius and Agrippa. The Jlatu&ng 
former, thinking himfelf injured by his uncle, who had ^'"'^'* 
preferred to one of his own family a man of mean defcent, ^^j^i 
a mere foldier of fortune, expreffed his refentment, not p^ ^^v' 
againft the emperor, but againft his favourite, treating him 
on many occafions with great contempt. Agrippa was not 
< a man to bear with fuch ufage. The emperor, therefore, to 
prevent the ill confequences of their mutual jealoufies, 
thought it advifeable to feparate them ; and accordingly ap« 
pointed Agrippa governor of Syria, who immediately left 
Rome, but went no farther than Mitylene, in the ifland of 
IXbos, whence he fent his lieutenants to govern the pro* 
vinces committed to his care. 

Augi)ftu8, now thinking his authority fufficiently efta« 
bliflied, refigned the fafces to P. Seftius, a man of an un- 
blemiflied chara£ter,* though a conftant and faithful friend 
to Brutus, under whom he had ferved in the battle of Phi- 
lippi, in quality of proquaeftor, and whofe memory he highly 
reverenced. The fenate was fo affe£led with this impartial //^te; h^ 
condu£t of Auguftus, in preferring a man of Seftius's charac* nours 
ter to many of his own friends who afpired to the fame dig- ^«^'^ *« 
nity, that they heaped new honours upon him, declared him ^*^v*^* 
perpetual proconful of the Roman empire, im powered him 
to aflemble the fenate when he pleafed ; and, what he valued 
above all other prerogatives, allowed him to exercife the 
authority of the tribunelhip, and enjoy all the privileges an- 
nexed to that dignity, not only within the walls of Rome, 
hut in the moft diftant provinces. Such an ample and un- 
Ua^ited power was without precedent ; but the emperor rea- 
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iUf accepted it, as it rendered bis perfao facred> and fhcwni 

him deainft all ootrages and infiilta\ 

In tne confulate of Cn. Calpurnios Pifo and L. Seftrvt, 
PhraateSy king of Partbia, being reftored to cbe tbrone 1^ 
ffTfJiUis ^^^ ScytbianSy Tirkiates, wbom'tbe Partbtang bad cbcrfeo 
^Rorni* in bis rooniy being obliged to fave bimfelf bfiigbt, came 
to Rome, witb tbe cbief men of his party, to folicit tbe a£ft* 
ance of Auguftns, promifing to hold tbe kingdom of fainiji 
in cafe be fhould be reftored by bis means to tbe tbrone. 
On tbe other band, Pbraates fent ambafiadoi s after him to 
defeat bis defigns, and to demand of Attgnftas tbe delivery 
of bis rebelliotts fiaves, as be ftyled tbem^ and tbe releafe eff 
his fon, whom Uridates had put into tbe emperor^s hands 
at Antiocb. Auguftos introduced tbe ambafladors to tbe 
fenate ; but after they bad pleaded tbe cattfe of their re- 
fpe£tive princes before tbe fathers, without oonfulcing tbem, 
be declared, that be would not deliver Tiridates into tbe 
hands of Pbraatesi nor affift either of tbem againft tbo 
other : bowerer, he gare Tiridates leave to live at Rome^ 
ordering bim, out of the public treafury, an allowance fiiit<» 
able to his rank ; and fent back to Pbraates bis fon, on con^ 
dition that be fliould rei^ore al) the captives and enfigna 
taken from Qraflus and Antony, This reftitution Phraatea 
promifed ; but did not immediately perform ^. 

This year Marcdius was feized with a bedic fever, which 
Antonius Mufa undertook to cure; but the remedies he pre<» 
fcribed, tbe fame which had faved the life of Auguftus^ 
were commonly believed to have occafioned his death, iq 
the nineteenth year o/ bis age, to. the tnexpreffibie grief 
of Auguftus, bis mother Ofbvia, and tbe Roman people^ 
wbofe hearts be bad won by bis extrabrdinary accompIi(h« 
ments, obliging behaviour, and uncommon modefty* His 
funeral obfequies were performed witb the utmoft magni-* 
ficence in the Campus Martius, Auguftus, who was bi$ 
neareft relation, pronouncing, according to cuftom, bis f »• 
neral oration ?. 

Next year, M. Claudius Marcellus iEfemtnus and 1m 
Aruntius being confuls, a dreadful plague raged in Rome, 
and all tbe other cities of Italy ; which, as the lands wero 
left uncultivated, was attended witb a general famine. The 
Tiber overflowed, and laid great part of tbe city under wa« 
ten Lightning fell on the rantbeOli, and deftroyed feveral 
ftatues in that temple. The populace, imagining that the 

* Dio, lib. liii. p. 51S. Veil. Patercul. lib. it. cap. 91. Jofepb. An- 
fjq. lib. xi. cap, 13. SOet.jbid.cap. 66. f Dio, lib. liii. p. 51 S» 

fJ9. Juftin. lilx xliL cap* 5. n Dio, libl liit. p. 517, ^19. VcU. 

4ttrcul. lib. ii* cap. 9^. Tacit. Annal* ix. Virg. ^aeid hb. vi. 
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gods had vifited them with thefe, and threatened them with 
greater calamities, becaufe they had fu&red Auguftus to 
lay down the confulate, furrounded the fenate*houfe, and 
threatened to fet fire to it, unlefs the fathers immediately 
created faim dictator* The confcript fathers readily conv- 
pUed widi their requeft % then the people repaired in crouds 
u> the faoufe of Auguftus, with twenty-foar axes and fafces, 
intreating him to accept of the didatorihip \ but he wifely dug^f/lmi 
declined the offer, having already all the power and autho- '"'/'fr ^ 
rity, without the e^wy and danger, annexed to that title. j-j^V 
However, that he might not feem todefpifc the favours of n^jp^ ^ 
the people, he accepted the office of general purveyor, which tfu isfce rf 
kad been formerly conferred on Pompey the Great, and P^P^^m^ 
took care to fupply the city with plenty of provifions, ap» ''^« 
pointing annually two perfons for that purpofe, who ha4 
difcharged the prsetorihip two years before. He could by 
no means be prev9iled upon to afiume the office of perpetuajl 
cenfor ; but named to that important employment Paulus 
^^tlius Lepidus, brother to the triumvir, by whom he 
bad been profcribed, and L. Munatius Piancus, formerly 
one of Antony's moft zealous partizans ; but Lepidus dying 
toon after, and Piancus being a man of a moft infamous chs^ 
rader^ Auguftus took upon himfelf to perform the fun^Uons^ EmaBsfi^ 
though he declined the title, of thatmagiftracy, and enabled ^w^i"* 
levera} excellent laws relating to the reformation of manners ^[^ 
(X) : but all thefe meafures taken for the advantage of the 

public, 

(X) From the «dlles he trahf- reftrained fuch (candalous prac« 

ferred the care of the public tices, by forbidding, under the 

thews and fjports to the praetors, ieverefi penalties, any of the fe- 

whom he reduced to ten, and oatorial or equeftrian order to 

would not allow them to exhibit appear on the fbige. Auguftus^ 

the ufual fports at their own in this axnith of his power, was 

charges ; but obliged the people fo condefcending as to appear 

to contribute a fmall fum for incourtsof judicature like a prt- 

their own diveriions, and paid vate perfon, and even to plead 

the reft out of the public trea- for his friends, or attend them 

fury. He ordered, bj a parti- when cited before the pnetorsy 

cular ediid, that nonjc fliould or other judges. This com* 

czfaabit the ihewof gladiators plaiiance often drew infults 

without leave 6om the feoate, upon him from the adverfepar* 

and then only twice a year, and ties, as it happened in the caf^ 

with no more than ooe hundred of one M. Primus, who was ac« 

and twenty combatants* As cufed of having made an irrup- 

many perfons of rank, women tion into the country of the 

as well as men, had of latere- Odryfians, while he was go* 

baied themfelves to a6t Imd vernor of Macedon. Primus 

dance upon the Aage, Auguftus maintained| that he bad beea 

ordered 
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putlic, were not fufBcient to exempt him from the m§* 
chinations of thofe who wiflied to fee the ancient form of 
C^fpiraty government reftored. Murena, and Fannius Caepio, the 
MgmufiAw former a man of an unblemiflied charafter, and the latter 
' '* the greatcft debauchee in Rome, formed a confpiracy againft 
him ; for the execution of which a day and place werd al- 
Difiover- ready appointed : but in the mean time Murena difclofed 
ed^iudthi xh^ whole to his fitter Terentilla, and flic to her hufband 
ur^imUb' Maecenas, who imparted it to the emperor, after having ad* 
^ vifed his brother-in-law, and the other confpirators, to ab- 

fcond, till he fliould be able to obtain their pardon : but 
Auguftus would not liften to the entreaties either of Mas* 
cenas or Proculeius, who was brother to Murena, and in 
fuch favour with the emperor, that he had been long in 
iiifpenfe whether he (hould beftow his daughter Julia on 
bim or Marcellus. As Auguftus proved inflexible, the con^ 
i^irators were fummoned to take their trials, and, not ap- 
pearing, interdifled fire aud water throughout the whole 
extent of the Roman empire. Caepio was conveyed in the 
night-time, by a faithful fitive, to the Tiber in a baiket, and 
put on board a fmall veffel, which landed him at Oftia^ 
From Oftia the flave conduced him fafe to Laurentum, and 
from thence to Cumse, where he was betrayed by another 
flave to a centurion, who cut off his head], and carried it to 
Rorne. Murena was difcovered in Rome, and put to death 
hj the emiflaries of Auguftus. 

« A^ the confpirators had been abfolved by the votes of fome 

of the judges, the emperor, fearing fuch criminals mighty 

Tor the future, efcape unpuniflied, ena£ted two laws, im* 

Laws in- porting, that all guilty perfons, who refufed to appear, 

a^ed rela^ (hould be condemned to the fame punifliments, which would 

wMrL/i W ^^^^ ^cc'^ inflifted upon them, if they had been reeularly 

thiir tried and convicted ; and that, for the future, the judge8» 

jaM^#x. in criminal cafes, (hould deliver their opinions, not in writ* 

ing, but openly, and by word of mouth. Le(l the fererity 

he (hewed on this occafion might inflame the minds of the 

I 

ordered by Augudus to make reply ; which fo provoked L« 

vrar upon the Odryfians; where- Murena, who pleaded for Pri* 

upon Augudus, appearing foon mus, that he could not bdp 

after in court, was aiked by the alking the emperor with great 

prsetor, whether Primus's plea boldnefs and anger, ** What 

was true or not. The emperor buiinefs he had there ; and 

anfwered, that Primus was cer- what had brought him toa place 

tainly miilaken, (ince he was where he was neither expecled 

very furc he had given no fuch n*;^ wanted ?** •VThc public 

orders* This open and pofitive good,** replied Auguftus, with 

declaration left no room for any great calmnefi and moderBtioiu 

people^ 
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"l^eoplc, he took no notice of the behaviour of old CscpiO, 
who not only fct at liberty the Have who had conveyed his 
fon oi^t of Rome, but fentenccd the other to be crucified, 
after having caufcd him to be led through the ftreets of 
riie city, with a writing, which exprefled the caufe of his 
puniChment. At this time Augaftus, to gain the fengte, Cyprutimd 
-delivered up to the fathers the provinces of Cyprus and Nar- Gaulde- 
bonne Gaul, which, from this time, began to be ranked fi^^*"^^^ 
among the pfocortfular provinces, arid to be governed by '^^T***^^* 
magiilrates lent thither by thefenate ^• This year the Can- 
labrians and Afturians revolted again ; but were foon fub- 
je£icd by C. Fumius. 

Italy, and all the provinces in the Weft, enjoying pro- 
found tranquility, Auguftus refolved to make a progrefs into 
the Eails and, with this vie;w, fet out for Sicily towards the 
end of the yie^r, leaving the pe(^)e at full liberty in the 
choice of their confuls At the time appointed, therefore, 
for the great elections, the centuries met, and unanimoufly 
raifed to the confulate Auguftus, and gave him M. LoHius 
for his colleague ; but he refufing to accept of that dignity, 
and even to name another in his room, the centuries met a 
Second time; whenfuch diforders were raifed in the comi- Diflurh- 
■tia by the ambition of the two competitors, L. Silanus and ancesm 
<<^4^milius Lepidus, that the wifer citizens thought proper ^owe* 
to folicit Auguftus to return to Rome, and put a flop to the 
cohtefts and diviik)ns which the oppofite faftions had raifed 
in the city. Auguftus received the account of thefe dif- 
turbf nces with fecret fatisfa£tion, hoping they would con- 
vince the moft zealous and obftinate republicans, that they 
.were no longer capable of governing themfelves as for- 
merly : however, left the quarrels of two fuch men, who 
had a great number of clients, and were allied to moft of 
the chief families in Rome, ftiould produce a civil war, he 
reprimanded the candidates feverely, and commanded them 
tp keep ata diftance from Rome till the eleftion fliould be 
^ver. This precaution did not reftore tranquility to the 
city ; the friends of the two competitors fupported their re- 
^£tive interefts with the fame warmth as if he had been 
prefent ; but at length Lepidus's party prevailed, and he was 
chofen conful. However, Auguftus, to prevent fuch dif- 
turbances for the future, judged it neceflary to create a new 
magiftrate, whofe province (hould be to maintain peace and 
tranquility in the metropolis. Agrippa feemed to him the AgrippA 
moft proper perfon for fuch an important office : he there- ^^^ ga- 
lore difpatched a meflenger to him, ordering him to quit '^^^^ v 

' Daoy lib* liv. p. 533* lib* Hii. p. 504. 
: ' the 
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k^e i^and of Leibbs^ ohd repair to him in 'Sicily.' bn \M 

arrival, be commanded him to divorce MarceHa^ though 

tiiikairiis daughter to OQavia, ihd AuguftUH's niece, and to maxry 

Jitlia. his daughter Julia, the widow of Matc^llus (Y)i , . 

Yr. of t^l. AuguftuS) having fettled the affairs of l^icily, pafled intd 

S317. Cr^ece, where he me Wed particular marks of favour to the 

Ante Chr. Lacedaemonians, on whom he beftowed the ifland of Cjp- 

tr C 2^. ^^^''^» ^"^ ^^^ other cities, as a reward for the kini^^nefs 

* ' they had formerly (hewn to lavia, when ihe fled with her 

Augufius hufband and fon out of Italy. He puniihed th^ Athenians 

pafis iuto for having ere£ted ftatues to Brutus and CaiBus, atid aftef<^ 

Gnea | wards affifted Antony. He deprived theto of die ifland ot 

^£giaa, and the city of Eretria, forbidding tbem for the fa^ 

ture to fell the rights of their city, which brought them vaft 

fums, the Romans tbemfelves glorying in being free of 

Athens K From Greece Auguflus failed to Samos^ and 

there wintered. 

Yr. of Fl. Early in the fpring, M. Apolcius and P. Silius Ncrva being 

*^*pu confuls, Auguftus left Samos, and crofled over into Afia, fet* 

to tli.ng the afl^airs of the provinces, through which he pafltdi 

U. C. 728. He deprived the Cyzicans of their liberty, for having icourg- 

, . n ed, and put to deatn» fome Roman citizens. The fame punifli* 

andinm meqt he inflided on the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon^ judg* 

'a'*'*'' i?'* ^"? ^^^ ^^ "^^^ eflfeftuaLmethod of fuppreffing the fauions 

thi Eqp. ^hich reigned in thefe cities, and were attended with fine* 

Pkraatis quent murders. As he drew near the borders of Parthia* 

ritumt the pdraates king of that fountry, dreading a foreign war, not 

etTu^and ^"^X ^^^^ ^^^ to hioi all the enfigns and captives taken by 

taptin/is, ^^^ Parthians in thejr wars with Craflus and Antony, but 

fubfcribed to all tbe conditions which Auguftus impofed, 

giving four of his fons, with their wives and children, as 

hodages for the perforn^ance of articles ^ Auguftus having 

thus recovered the Roman eagles and captives, commanded 

the fenate to (hut up the temple of Janus, which he had 

opened on his fetting out for the Eaft, and to ofi^er facri* 

'fices to the gods, for the fuccefs which had attended him 

in this expedition. 

At the fame time Auguftus fettled the affairs of Armenisu 
Artabazes, king of that country, having been taken pri* 
foner by Antony, and carried to Alexandria, Artazias, his 

• • Dio, p. 515. « Dio, ibid. 

(Y) We are told, thatMsece- Agrippa fo great and powerful, 

oas promoted this match, by he ought either to cut him off, 

fuggefting to Augudus, when or unalterably attach him to 

be confulted him about it, that, his intereft-, by qiarrying him 

fince he had already made to his daughter. 

fop. 



t^ ^W^ piq icialls Amba^p, faccec4td t^un : l^tif he 
making hio^^lf Qbnoxioiis to kis fubk^ by a w^9i tyiaa' 
i?iqal 9ad Of^iQiTive reign, th^y coi^ipls^ioed of him to Au^ 
guftuSf dqUri^g <;o hs^vd Tigr^ncs, ^ ywag?r broker, wha 
wsis tbea at Jlotne, tp reign ovef ttv»iu A^guftu$ (;om^Ue4 Aigt^ 
witb their reqi^ft, and fent Til}eciHS> the foa 9f Ifivis^ appmts 




mlttedy wiiihoMt oppoGtion, to £u<<;ee4 bim, the yoiiag Ra- 
man bad pg opportunity of fignaii^ing himielf by any mi- 
. Utary exploits : however* be crownf 4 the new king wicb «tt^ ^^* 
great pomp and magDifif:cnce| placing the diadem upon hi^ ceivathn 
uibttpaly and obliging Tigranea to receive it of him, ad if q-^T'^- ^ 
lie h;Ml boen indebted to bim for his kingdom " (Y), i^wnw. 

Thi& year Julia^ wbg bad no clMldren by her firft huf- 
band Marcellus, brought Agrippa a fon, who was named 
Caitts, and on whofe birth day a perpetual facrifice, with ^««f'CW- 
othcr folemnifeies, was decreed *• Towards the end of the •^'^ "* 
fummer, Augii(tu& left Syria ; and being attended by Herod, 
king of Judaea, to the fea-fide, embarked, and failed for 
Samos, where he pafled the enfuing winter. The confiilar 
year being expired, Auguftus was named conful in the af- 
iembly of the pepple> and C. Sentius Saturninus given him 
for his colleague. Auguftus declining that office, the fao- 
liona revived, and the Campua Martiujs was turned into a 
Aeld of battle, many perfons. being killed in the fray ; fo 
Idhal: Auguftus, to appeafe the diforders that were raifed on 
this occj^Son by t^ ambitious competitors, was obliged to 
sanKS a colleague to Sentius of bis own authority. The 
perfon he preferred was Q^ Lucretius Vefpillo, who bad. 
been forma4y profcribed by the h'iumvirs, but at this time 
ferved under Auguftus in quality of lieutenahjt* ' Thefe two 
magiftrates, together with Agrippa, maintained peace and ' 
tranquility in the city, by puniftiing, wjith the utmpft br 
Verity^ th^ ringleaders of the late tumuU \ 

« Dio, p. 526. ▼ Dio, ibid. ' Dio, ibid. 

(Y) Velleius Paterculus tells the fame of his name and et* 

us, that entering Armenia at ploits, that thegp fent back to 

the head of his legions^, he re- Augufius the Roman enfigns 

duced the whole country, and andcapdves (i). Bi^tallothef 

obliged the Armenians to re- writers afcribe the recovery oif 

ceive Tigranes, whom he calls the enfigns to Augu&us,^ and 

Artavafdes, for their king. He agree, that Tiberius performed 

adds, that the IHifthiaos weve nothing worth mentioiiing. 
£> alarmed at his apprc»cb^ and 

(1) Veil. Patercul. lib. iL cap* 9f*, 

VoL.xn. ai wha« 
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Antfe Chr. 
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U<Ca 7S9. 

gmbafy 
Jrom tkg 
king of 
Jmdia* 



jMgi^his 
reiurms (9 
Komi. 



' ^ffhlle Atiguftus refided at Saxnos9 he received a (eMtld 
embafly from the king of India. The ambafladors delivered 
to bim a letter in the Greek tonguet wherein the king bf 
India told him, that though he reigned over fix hundred 
kings, yet he had fo great a value for his friendfliip^ ihat 
be lent this embalTj on fo long a journey on purpofe to de^ 
fire it ; that he was ready to meet him in what place he 
Ihould pleafe to appoint ; and that, upon the firft notice, 
he would affift him to the utmoft of his power^ in what^ 
ever was right. This letter he fubfcribed by the name of 
Porus, king of India (Z)^ Auguftus, early in the fpritig^ 
left Samosy after having declared the inhabitants free, and 
returned to Rome, where he was received with loud accla* 
mations, and all poffible marks of honour; his bringing 
back the military enGgns and prifoners taken in the rar>> 
thian wars, being what the GLomans valued beyond the 
greateft vid:ories (A). 



(Z) The fist hundred kingi, 
whom he b^alled to relga over^ 
were the rajas, or petty princes,' 
who governed the kiogdom un- 
der him, feveral of whofe de- 
fcendants remaiaed long after ; 
who, paying an annual tribute 
'to the Great Mogul, governed 
their fubjeds with an abfolute 
authority. Of the ambaffiulors 
who firft fet out fixMu India, 
three only reached the prefence 
of Auguftus, the others dying 
by the way. Of the three fur- 
viviog, one was Zarmar, a 
gymnofophift, who, foliowing 
Auguftus to Athens, there burnt 
himfclf in his prefencc, as Ca- 
' Ian us, another of that fe^ had 
formerly done in the prefeuce 
of ; Alexander: Among the 
jpteients which they brought, 
were huge vipers, ferpents ten 



cubits long, a river tortoifethrec 
cubits long, a partridge bigger 
thai^ a vultur, and feveral ty* 
gers, the firft that had ever been 
feen, either by the Greeks or 
Romans (i). 

(A) In the courfe of this 
yearVirgildied,at Brundufium. 
As he had not yet put the laft 
hand to his £neid, he ordered, 
by his will, that performance 
to be burnt ; but Auguftus pre- 
vented this article of his will 
from being performed. Vir- 
gil's body was, according to his 
, own appointment, conveyed to 
Naples, and depofited in a mo- 
nument ere^ed for that purpole ' 
>on the road from Naples to Pu- 
teoli. On the monument was 
engraved the following diftich, 
written by the poet himfelf (2) i 



Mantua me genuit ; Calabri rapuere ; tenet nunc 
1 Parthenope : cecini pafcua, rura, duces* 

** Now, turn'd to duft, to Naples I belong, ^ 

Once to Calabria ; , but from Mantua fprung : v 

Of ihepherds, fields, and mighty chiefr I fung.*' J 

(1) Strabo, liv. xv. p. 719, 720. (1) VideTib« Donat, in vita 
Virgtlii, 

, Am 
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As a general depravity of manners reigned at this pc- 
Hod in Rome) the fenate prevailed upon Auguftus to accept 
the office of cenfor for five years. At the fame time they Aifgp/fus 
canferred on him the confular power for life ; ordaining, ff^jor. 
that he (hould always have twelve axes and fafces carried 
before hiih, and ihould fit in a curule chair between the 
eonfuls* They likewife intreated him to make new laws, 
offering to bind themfelves by oath to the obfervancc of 
them : but the emperor refufed an oath, which he judged 
ufelefs, intin)ating, that if his laws were goodi they would 
pbferve them without that tie ; if-not, their oath would be 
ineffedual ^. The prefence of Agrippa being no longer 
necefiary in Rome, Auguftus difpatched him into Gaul, to ^S^'PP^^ 
ftop the ihcurfions of the Germans, who, having paffcd the f^^G^^-''^^ 
Rhine, committed horrible ravages in the countries fubjeft mant* 
to Rome. But at the approach of this renowned com-* 
mander, they repafied the river, and fheltered themfelves 
in their woods. 

Agrippa having left a fufiicient number of troops to 
guard the banks of the llhine, which was the boundary be- 
tween Gaul and Germany, pafTed from thence into Spain, 
where the Cantabrians, notwithflandine their former loFes, 
bad raifed new difturbances. Moft of their youth had a 
fev? years before been taken prifoners, and fold for itaves 
to the neighbouring nations : but, having found means to 
break their chains, they had afiaffinated their mafters, and, 
letuming into their own country, fortified themfelves, and 
attacked, with inqredible fury, the Roman garrifoqs^ A- Hijixfan* 
grippa marched againft them with great expedition; but tionagainfi 
he met with fo vigorous a refinance from that brave and ('*'. ^^*'*" 
gallant people^ that liis foldiers began to defpair of ever 
being able to reduce them. As the Cantabrians had waged 
war with the Romans for above two hundred years, they 
were well acquainted with their manner of fighting, not 
inferior to them in courage, and now become defperate^ tf^^;,. ^4. 
knowing, that if they were conquered, after having fo often ^erj^ 
attempted to recover their liberty, they muft expefk the 
moft fevere ufage^ and cruel flavery. Animated with this 
reflection, they fell upon the Romans with inexpreffible 
fury, routed them in feveral rencounters, and defended 
thenifelves, when attacked by the enemy, with fuch intre- 
pidity and refolution, that Agrippa afterwards owned, he 
had neyer^ either by fea or land, been engaged in a more 
dangerous expedition. That brave commander was obliged 
to ufe entreaties, menaces, and to brand fome of his legion* 

y Dio, p. 527. Suet, in 06lav. 
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arics with Ignominy, before he could bring them tb engitge 
/ fo refolate and formidable an enemy. Bat having at len^ 

prevailed upon them to try the chance of a battle in the 
open field, he fo animated them by his own example^ that, 
after a moil obftinate difpute, he gained a complete vidory \ 
which indeed coft him dear, but ended tl>at deftru^llve War- 
All the Cantabrians fit to bear arms were deftroyed, their 
caftles and failnefles taken and rafedi and their women, 
children, and old men, none elfe being left alive, obliged 
to abandon the mountainous places, and fettle in the plain- 
Thus Agrippa completed the reduction of a brave nation, 
which had kept the Roman arms employed ever fincc the 
time of Scipio Africanus *. 
K»m m-^ Agrippa, on his return to Rome, exerted himfelf won- 
!/'ri^*l^'^ derfully in cmbellifting the city with new edifidei, and 
^^ ^ ' fupplying it with great plenty of water; which proved no 
lefs ornamental to that metropolis, than convenient and 
ufeful to the multitudes of people who fiocked thither from 
all parts of the then known world (A), Towards the end 
Yr. of Fl. of this year Auguftus granted a triumph to Lucius Come* 
*3a9' lius Balbus, for having fubdued the Garamantes, a people 
Ante Chr. ^ Africa, hitherto unknown to the Romans. Balbus made 
U. C? 719. himfelf mafter of all that country, which lay between 
■ Africa property fo called, that is, the ancient domihioti^ of 
^iheGara* Carthage, Lower Ethiopia, and Getulia, extending, by that 
«^'« acceflion, the limits of the Roman empire as far as the ri- 
fubdued. ^^^ Niger. Such an important conqueft Auguftus judged 
worthy of a triumph, which wtts accordingly granted to 
Balbus. Though he was not a native of Italyi but bom it 
Cades in Spain, and lately admitted to the t^htS of a Ro* 
man citizen, he had the glory of being the firft foreigner 
who was honoured with this mark of diftinOion ^ Auguf* 

* Dto« p. 5sS. Suet, in Oflavio. 

(A) The waters Virgo, Ju» indebted for that great flentj 

Ha^ and Tepub, were by him of wholefome water, which it 

conveyed, at his own expence, enjoyed, perhaps, above all the 

into the city, by aqijcduas of a the cities in the WO^ld, at 

moft magnificent flru6ture, ant^, that time. To this Auguftus 

for the mofb part, fupported by alluded, when he pteafimtly an- 

large and beautiful columns of fwered the- people, who cotai«* 

marble* The aqueducts of the plained to him of thtf fcarciry 

waters Appia and Marcta were and dearth of wine, that A^ 

by him repaired at an immenfe grtppa had taken care thej 

charge > and it is certain, that Siould not die of thirfi (i)« 
to Agrippa chiefly was Rome 

(i) Cailiod.lib. vit« cpift. 6. Front* in Aquaeduft* 
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ttt$ wAUbf oyczlodi:iiig xndent tnttixm^ to b($noijr iind ff • 
vranl valoor^ wkhMt dilftiitaton> in iwn <Qf ^1 miwm ^ 

Next ynr P« Oocndtu^ Lcadtlius and Co. Cc^^iiws !.>««- 
tvkty citiwr bfothef s or rclatjons, iNcivg cxwifob^ A^uftvs 
pnolmgcd Imb ttidaoritf for five yAars toore^ die firft t«n 
jean ^ bis fovcrdigB |poM«r bditt near cicpined ^ His isft Augufus 
jiieaCBiie,Jifikcrithe prolop^gaitKm ofhb powex^ was tp neform rig^orm/ 
die fowce. Mftnf pciibiiB of snean bijth^ aad lAfajnous <^'>ff^/. 
daraifters^ li9vi&g bom adknktcd into thai faodjr, duriog 
tbe coofoolion of tbe civil tRars, in order to purge the feoate 
of fo many wstworthy members, ht, agreed with Agrippa, 
^bomlie look Air hisjcoUeague in the ccuforftip, to i^- 
ilttoe tbe noidpttf of the fathers fr(Mn athou&nd to fix hun- 
dred. II0 «Void die odiom ef choofing them aU hidvificlf, 
lie iMunod only thirty, lempoimering each of tben to ele£): 
five : of tbe £ve eadi x>f dieoi named, one oolj was to be 
chofen, anid 4ie iby k)t4 fo that thirty ooly wene eledbed at a 
time ; bnt, aa ibon ais that ek£tion vas orer, five others . 
were named by eaeb of the thirtr eie£bors, and one of the 
"five cbofen by lot, as before. Tbongh each of tbe thJity • 
ele6bof« had boniid bimfdf fay a fcdemn joadi not to eilo£t 
9ny of ins own relationa, or perfons no worthy of that raidc, 
yet, in fome of tbeir taUets, wcoie found the names of men 
of moft infamoos cbanAers^ wiiile others of known pro- 
bity were excluded* This onjuft partiality indnced An- 
goftus and Agrippa to change the method of ele(3ion } and, 
unoe.tbey 'ODuld not depend upon others, to name the reft 
themfelves, to tbe nvniber of fix bundced \ whereint to do 
them jufiiice^ they proeeeded with the utmoft impartiality, 
<thoofing •onlv Men of merit, and by that choice reftoring 
tbe lenatonai order tx> its former fpleiMlor. 

Aogttfttts ppooeeded to reform ieyeral abnics in the city. Reforms 
He decreed, that all individuals coovifted of having pur- fiv^rml 
chafed the fuffrages of tbe people with money, fhould be ^^^^ 
excluded firom all public offices for tbe fpace oSf five years. 
T^at the people, who 4iied to leli their votes^ might not be 
iufferers by this law, he capfed large fums to be dillributed 
among them, on condition that they fhould not require any 
thing of tht candidates. To check the debaochery of the 
Roman youth, which at this time was gieater than eVer 
had been known, he laid heavy taxes upon fueh as conti- 
nued unmarried after a certain s^e, and encouraged with 
great rewards the procreation of Tawful children. He al- 
lowed the patricians and plebeians to intermarry ; declare 

« Fafti Qipit. Sio, ibidi ?ian. lib. v. c»p y SoHoui, csp. i%% 
^Dio, p-^29* ^ 
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The Ronum Hijlory. 

Ing^ that though a patrician fliould marry a liberta^ or 
freedwoman, his children fliould rank among the patn-i 
Clans : he excepted the fenators, whom he would not al-i 
I'ow to marry under their rank ; and as the HortenGan fa^ 
mily had teen by the civil wars, reduced almoft to beggary, 
he prefented young Hortenfius with a brge fum. .whidi 
put him in a condition of mariTing a woman of di{un£):ion. 
The loofe behaviour of the married women wa&.what chiefly' 
deterred the young Romatts from marriage ; but Auguftu6s 
who had himfelf debauched many, not ^^ariag even the 
wife of his friend Mascenas, refufed to remedy that difor- 
der ; faying, that he left the caoe of married women to 
their hufbands. Having reformed many abu&B in the ftate^ 
he applied his thoughts to religion, calling in ja great many 
prophetic books, which were -thenjn vogiief; and caufing 
two thoufand volumes to^be burnt, as ipurious; referring 
only tbofe which were commonly afcribed to,&ine of the 
Sibyls- Tbefe alfo he fub}e£led to a Arid: examipattonj^ 
and retained fuch only as were, on this trial, judged ge^ 
nuine ; the^reft he committed to the flames : but tbofe that 
were pronounced authentic, he ordered to be Copied by the 
pontiflcesy and lodged them in two golden cabinets, which 
he placed in die temple of Apollo, ouilt by him in his pa^ 
Jace*^. This, year Julia brought Agrippa a fecund .fon, who. 
was named Lucius } and Auguftus adopted both* ^bim and 
his brother Caius, declaring them his fucceflo^s^ in order 
to put a ftop to ^ny attempts that might be made by the old 
republicans for the recovery of their liberty \ 

In the following year, C. Furnius and G. Julius Silanus 
being confuls, the fecular games» which had not been ce- 
lebrated for a hundred years, were exhibited by Auguftus 
and Agrippa with extraordinary pomp and magnificence. 
In thcfe ganftes, bne of the players giving him the title of 
dommus ^ that is» lord ot fivtreign^ he exprefled great marks 
of diiTadsfaftion ; and nt^t morning publiihed an edid, 
forbidding allperfons, under f^vqre penaltiesji to give him 
that title for thefuture (B). I 



^ SuetoDrin Q£lav. Dio, p. 531*7^533* 



d Dio, ibid. 



(B) It was on pc^afion of 
thei'e games that Horace wrote 
tbe hymn, intituled, Carmen 
Seculare; which was fung at 
the facrifice that was offered to 
Pluto and Proferpine, before 
the (hews and fpe6tacles of the 
circus, the theatre, and amphi- 



theatre. Great part of this year 
was fpent in public games and 
dlverfions, of which Auguftus 
was a great admirer ; efpecially 
of the tournament, or warlike 
exercife, called Troy, which 
he thought becoming the edu- 
cation of the young nobility* 

Hq 



Tie Reman Hiftfny^ iftj 

In the enftting yeair» Augiifta« having rajfed.Ii. Doniitiiift 
Aheqobarhut and P. Corpe)]i]|» Scipio to the confu]ate» re* 
feived to march with an army into Qao), to queU fome dif-' Ampf/fms 
turbanceS) occafioned by tl^e avarice of Libinius Enceladps, .gH' »/f 
yfho being appointed to gather the taxes in thofe parts, had ^^* 
pbliged the people to pay then) monthly, and, by a de^it- 
ful account, reckoned toorteen months in the year. Au- 
guftos no fooner paSed the Alps, than the Gauls returned 
to their duty \ but the Sicambri, tjfipetes, and Tender!, 
people of Germany, b^viiig.pafled the Rhine, defeated a 
^oiliiderable body of Roman borfe, and afterwards M. Lol- UtttMs Ji» 
litis, procottful of Gaul, from whom they took a ftandard. fi^^h 
iioUiuSy though no great commander, found foon after an ^'ff^* 
opportunity of retrieving hishonour, by furprifing the Ger-, 
mans, and driving them> with great Ioi$, beyond the Rhine; 
Xhough aU was now quiet in Gaul, Augiiftus fpent the re- 
maining part of this, and all thefQllowingYear,in that pro- 
yince. During his refidei^ce there, the inhabitants flocked 
|o him from all parts.of the country, with complaints againfi; 
Enceladqs* Thi$ mat) was by birth a Gaul, apd formerly 
a Have of Julius Caefar, by whom he bad been taken ia 
the Ganlifh wars; but being, afterwards manumitted by 
him, and having found means to infinuate hitnfelf into the 
favour cif 4^uguftus, be had l^eeii appointed l>y him receiver- 
lie was likewife a gresit encou* boy, he ordered him to be wbipt 
tager of wreflling ; but would through the three theatres, a|id 
not allow women to be prefent baniibed the city : he likewife 
at thofe games. He enticed to drove put of Rome, Pylades, '% 
Rome, with great rewards, the fiimous ^Sfor^ for having be- 
beil players and ^^rs from all haved dtfrefpe^fiilly towards % 
parts of the world, took them Roman citizen, and becauie be 
under his proteAion, and would was continually quarrelling wit^ 
not allow theprsetors and aedika Bathyllui, an i|^h>r qo lef^ lar 
focaufethem, according to an- mous than himfelf, aod greatly 
cient ^ cufh>m, to be publicly favoured by Meca^x^s : but he 
whipt, when the^ had pot per- fbon recalled him to gratify the 
formed to the fatisfa^iion or the, people; and the comedian, oA 
audience, ]^7otwithfbndingthe his return, ipliead of thnnkiiy^ 
encouragement he save them, the emperor, told $im, that r 
he feverely examined their mb- was his intereft the peo]ilfe 
rals ; jpot altovring the leaft li- fliould be diverted by men nf 
centioufnefs in their lives, or hisprofeffion, left they ihoold 
indecency in their actions* Be- watch his a^onstoo narrowly, 
.sngitijfQrmed that one Stepha- orferioully reliedkoo^their Qwn 
mo, a comedian, was attended by condition ( i ) • * 

^ woman in the diiguife of a 

(i) Dio, PvS3»— 53J* 

M 4 general 



iCfe' The Rofwm fftfimy. 

gHienl t\ tiie 6xe)s ptid annually by Ms tMMryHi^ti, In 

this employment he oppreifed the Qauk in a tif&dft crtsitel 

lAanner ; infomuth tl^t AngufttiS) iifhamed of fy^vitig eih« 

ployed a mttn of fo infarhbus a ehatiStef) "o^as determhietl 

to inflt£i upon him fuch puniBiment a^ Ihotdd deter ^her^ 

Auguftm ffom the live pra£lices : btit the crafty Oaul found ynean$ 

refufts to t?> appeafe the etnperor, by delivering up the fiima be had 

redrefs the gj^^lfed by rapine and eitortion, and affiitir^ hita, that iit 

'^Jf'the^^^^ plnndcring the Gauh, ht had nothing effe in vittw btit to 

iSauU. ctirich the public treafnry, artd render hi^ coufttrirrtien for 

ever unable to fliake off the Itofnan yoke. Augufhis,, plealed 

with this xlefence, and more wMi the large fums he rcceirtd, 

not only abfolved the- iniqtiitous extortioner, but iippfroTed 

<X his condu£t, and^ deaf to the complaints 6f the bpprefibS 

6aulS| continued him in hid office S 

TA# RJueti In the mean time the Rhdeti (C)^ Iraving mad<; an irttxp* 

in^adi (ion into Italy, eomrftitted dre*dfti! det^ftatitms^ putring 

'^*^- ill th* males they' met with t6 the fword, Without diftifrc* 

tion of rank or age ; and We are toW^ that wbeti they hajfc* 

i^ened to take tromcft with drild, ^hey confuited thtir au* 

gars, whether the child was a iftaie vft female \ and if tbet 

Eonounced it a male, Ac mother was immediately mat* 
tred. Againft thefe fierte hattons AnguBrtrs fcnt Drirfus, 
^T ^^d^ *^ fecohd ton t)f Livra, -a youth (A extraordhiary valour, 
d flats ^^ %^^^ accompliflimcnts. The young Roman behaved^ 
ihem. ^^ this occafion, with prtide'nce fat fopieritfr to bifey6'ars| 

for he drew the enemy to a battle, gained a complete vic- 
tory, an^ killed great numbers of them, with the Xok of a 
very fmall number oiF his own foldiers. Thofe who efcap^ 
cd the .general jQaughtei^ being joined by tke Vindelicii took 
theit route towards <Saui, ih order to ifwade that pn»^ittce^ 
ftqt Auguftus^ upon the £rft notice df tbeir nvarch, detacbi^ 
cd Tiberius, at the heiid of itvetA «b«)C<^ legiit»iiB, to dom^ 
fcfcte the flaughtdr whith hife brother had berun : ind in* 
Seed Tfbcrius was no Ms fttccdiful than Jyrukis ; for hav- 
ing tranfported his troop's over the lake Briganrhinx, no# 
tbe lake of Conftancfe, ne fell uriexpeftcdiy upon tbe ene- 
Iny, gave them a total overthrow, took, in that furprize 
«nd confu-fion, moft of their ffrong places, and obliged the 
whole nation to fubmit to what terms he thought proper !• 

« iDio, p. 531— 533* & Senec. Lud. p. 477. 

tC) Aci^tfi^wg to Stfa*bo and tlic Talteys foMti fc]^ tholb 

Pliny, whofc opitiioft isbyall fountains, thelt country feich- 

modcTO geographers preferred "ing no father tliin the laic dT 

to that of Ptolemy, the Rhxti Confiancev 

inhabited only the Alps, and - 

impofe. 
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|mpofe# Thtfs wctc thtt Vinddici (D), tbe UliaBti, and the y^ ^ ^ 
Noiici, three of the tnoft barbarous natiotiis of Germany, by i jj^. 
the Talotit of l>rufti$ and Tiberius, brought under the Ro» AnteCfcc, 
man yofce^ Ttbtrios, to teep in awe the country he had . '♦• 
fobdued, planted two colonies in Vindelicia, and opened k ^' ^^^ 
it)ad from thence intb Noricum and Rhaetiat One of the tfj^ vim^^ 
dtitsi which hfel)uilt for the defence of his colonies, he /i«, Mstti^ 
tailed, by the name 6f his father BrCifus, Dnifomagus ; th4J and Nmi^ 
other by the niatne of Auguftas, Auguftua Vindelicorum | Z***^^ 
^hich cities are now known by the name of Mimmlnghen 
and Aoglburgh. 

While Auguftns atidhh two ft)hs-itt4aw were thos em» SgripfaU 
ployed in Gaul and Gefttiany, A^frippa was fettling, with 'J^'^" *• 
equal fuccefs, the laffairs of the ekft$rn provinces. On hh ^^ *^' 
firft arrival in thfe ^tovlnce of Afia, properly fo called, He- 
tod, king of Judea, battened thither to wait upon him; 
jmd having perfusirded him to make a tour into Judaea, he 
fcntettainedhrm,' and all his attendants, in a moft fufaiptu* 
t>as manner. Having ftaid fome days in that country, he 
failed back into Ionia before winter, highly wleafed with / 
the Teception hre had met with from the Jewilh king 8. Early Uimarchit^ 
\ti the Ijpring hewafs obliged to quit Ionia, and advance to- againfttht 
wards the CSmmerian fiofporiis, to quell fcfme difturbance^ Bcfpfr^ms, 
l^ere. Aoguflu?^ who was ftill in Gaul, being informed 
ttf the fticcefs whkh had artended Agrippa in the Cimme-. 
tian Bofporus, ordered fupplicaiiohfe to be made in the Ca- 
t|itol| and paffed ^ decree, impowering Agrippa to enter 
Rotne in triumph \ This year Lepidus, the triumvir, dy- y^. ©f F|i 




•Whidh he treated his Haves, throwmg them often, for the ' ^' 
ira^iit^ taulfS| into hi3 Ifilh-ponds, to fatten bis inurenas(£.) Augufius 

In fonttfix 

f'Cio, p. 536. Suet in Oftav. VelL ^atercul. lib. ii. cap. 39. Ho- "'^****' 
>at. fib. iv. ode 4. 'z ^ofepb. Antiq. lib. xvi. cap. %. ^ Dio, 

ibid. ci(p. 5. 'SMt. j^Octav. cap. ^i.'Blo/p. 54.0* 

(D) The Vindelici inhabited ditien of« libeftinu8« or fon of 

tbe country extending from the a freedman, to tbe rank of a 

lake of Conflance to the conflux Ronan knight, he appointed 

of the Inn and the Danube, him his chief heir, bequeathing . 

* The aticiem kiligdom of Nori- to him his fine country-feat, 

cum comprehended great part Called Paufilypus, in the neigh- 

«f Auflria, the arcl%tifaopndk bourlHTod «cMf i^aoU, aad kfi 

of Saltzburg, and all •Stiria ^mA houfe in town, which wab oenc 

Carinthia. -oftheWKift tnagniiicdnt Iniild- 

(£) As he had been raifed iAgsinRome. Auguftus, how- 

ky Auguitus from the meancoD- CTer, caafed it to be pulled 

down. 
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In the following year, Cn. Cornelius Lentulns aod M, 
Licinlus Craflus being confuls, the Ligures Comati, wh« 
inhabited the maritime AI]^ were A;ibduedy aod their 
country was reduced tQ a ^oman provkicc. Aaguftusgi 
"having fettled the affairs of Gaul, ftopped the incurfions of 
the Germans, and fubjefted mofl of the nations inhabiting 
the Alps, left Drufus with an army upon the Rbitie^ an4 
returned to the capital^ when Tiberius Claudius Nero,. hi$ 
fon-in-law, and P. Quintilius Varus, were confuls* Hav- 
ing been near three years abfent, he was received by the 
people with univerfal joy and fatisfaftion : but be cooldi 
not be prevailed upon to accept any of the honours decr€e4 
him by the fatheirs* He would not even allow the peofrfe 
$o meet him \ but,. according to his cuftomj^ ^^tered the cit]^ 
By bight. Ne^ct morning the whole city waite4 upon bim 
at his palace ^ for his hpuie was ib called, becaufe k wa$ 
j^tuated on the Falatium, or Falatkie hiU* Auguffus re- 
ceived them with great politenefs and condefcenfion ; and 
afterwards, attended by moft of th^e ienators and knightSit 
with numberlefs crouds of people, repaired to the Capitol,, 
where,^ proftrating himfelf before Jupiter Capitolinus, h^ 
took the laurel from aboi\t his fa£ges^ ai\d lai4 U ^^ ^^^ 
feet of the ftatue 

He then afrembled the fenate ; but not being abje U^ 

fpeak, on account of a violent cold caught in bis joorneyi. 

be gave the quae(tor a paper to read, containing an accpunl 

.of his tranfa£lions fince he left the capital. As he was no^ 

interrupted this year by any difturbances either at hoime or 

abroad, he enafted many excellent laws, which w^rc long 

obferved by his fucceflbrs: among the reft, one importing^ 

that| for the future, the fervices of the veterans fiiould not 

be rewarded with landsji but money. The emperor'^ guards;^ 

known by the name of the praetorian cohorts or band^ 

were, by this law, to ferve twelve years before they could 

'demand their difmiffionj^ and the reft.lixteen; the former 

were allowed about twelve pence of our money a day, and 

the latter fiverpence ; if they were refufed their difmiflion^ 

when the time of their fervice was expired^ or chofe to 

continue in the afmy, they were accounted veterans, and, 

•as fuch, exempted from all drudgeries, and obKged folely 

*to fight, and that for five years only; after which term 

they were abfolutely to obtain their difchaige, together with 

'the rewards due to veterans. 

* 

fdcwn, and a fumptuous jportico his wife's name, be called Poiv 
.Jio be built in its roomier the ticus Livia(z)«. 
•ulc of the public, which, from 

(1} Plin. lib., ix.cap. 13. Dlo, p* 540, 

' • ■* At 
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At this period, Auguftus, \n quality of pontifez maximasy Hi corrsi^ 
corrected a grofs miftake in the Roman calendar. Th^ tAg ^alm* 
pontifices having, ever fince the reformation of the calenr ^^* 
.dar by Julius Csefar, made every third year a leap-year, inr 
ftead of every fourth, twelve days had^been inferted inftead 
of nine ; fo that the Roman year cpnfiiled of three days too 
many. Auguftus, in order to re£fcifv this miftake, ordered, 
^firft^ that for twdve enfuing years there (hould be no ieap>* 
year \ and, fecQpdly, that, after th^ expiration of the faifl 
twelve years, the leap-years (hould thenceforth be made 
every fourth year ^ \ by which means, the three fuperadded 
4ays being thrown out, and the leap-years fixed in their 
jrue terms, according to Julius Caefar's inditution, the 
form of this yje^r has ever fince been regularly obferved, 
^nd was long, under the pam^ of the old itile, in ufe 
. among us (F), 

Towards the end of this year, Agrippa, having left Sentius 
.Saturnini|s 2^nd Titus Volumnius governors of Syria and 
Phoeiiice, returned to Rome with Antipater, Herod's eldeft. 
(on by Doris his firft wife, Aqguftus received Agrippa 
with all the marks of fincere afFe£):ion, and defired him to 
enter the city in triumph ; but he declined that honour, Jgripfm 
;ifcribing all the glory of his conquefts to the emperor, un- rt/ujiej a 
.der whpfe aufpices he had fought: and this was the chief ''"'•*/*. 
^caufei why the cuftom of trilimphing, in former times qf 
great advantage to the Homans, was laid afide, other gene- 
lals following the example of Agrippa, and not valuing aii 
honour which he feem^d to defpife '. However, Auguftus 
confirmed to him the tribunitial power for five years more, 
th^ former term being near expired ; and a new war break- 
ing out in Pannonia (G), fent him thither at the head of a 
. powerful ^rmy, with greater power and authority than had 
ever been jgranted to arjy commander. Agrippa left Rome 
in the beginning of the confulate of M. Valerius Meflala 
3arbatus and P. Sulpitius Quirii^ius, or, as others call him, 
Cirinus. The former, who was father to the famous Mef- 
falina, dying fome months after his ele£tion, was fucceeded 

^ k Suet 10 O^av^ cap. 31. Plin. lib. xviii.cap. %$• ' ^'^^» P* S^'* 

(F) When Augudus made lendarsthat have been formed 

this rsformation, a decree was from the Roman, 
pafled by the fenate and people, (G) Pannonia comprehended 

ena^ng, that the month Sex- Carniola, Croatia, Windifch 

tilis fhould thenceforth, from Marck, part of Auftria, part of 

the emperor's name, be call- Hungary, all Sclavonia and Bof« 

.ed Auguflus; which name is nia, and partofServia. 
Aill retained in all the ca- 

by 
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^ Caitrt Valgius, a m^n of great teaming*, wfxd, before 
fhe end of the year^ reirgned the fafces to Cains Canixjius 
Rebilus. The Pannonians tv^re fo intimklated at the 
Siame of Agrippa, that, upon his approach, thcjr fent depu- 
ties, offering to ftibtttit on what terms he (hould think fit 
to iTupofe. In confcqucncc of Ais fubmiffion, Agrippa, 
having obliged them to deliver tiptherr arms^ and giw 
hoftages for their peaceable behaviour, returned to Italy ; 
but was taken with a violent illne& as he marched through 
Campania, which in a few days deprived him of life. 

Auguftus, upon the firft news of his danger, left the 
fports which his two gri^ndfens Caitrs and Lucius were theb 
exhibiting in honour of Minerva, and haftehed into Cam^ 
pania^ to feCj and, if poffible, relieve, his dying friend. 
But Agrippa expired a few minutes befoiie his arrival ; an 
events which he jio fopner underilood,. than he burft into 
tears, bewailrng, in the deceafed, the lofs of the jifpeateft 

mend of his age, the wifeft mmifter, ahid the moft feitb* 
ul, conftant, and difinterefted friend he ever had.^ He 
caufed his body to be conveyed to Rome, and took upon 
himfclf the office of prorjouncing his ftmeral oration. His 
obfequies w^re performed with crtraordinary pomp and 
magnificence, and his remains depofited, not in the Cam-» 
j)us Martins, ^here the fe^ate bad allowed him a nionii« 
ment, but in AuguftttS*s own matifblfemn, near Mancellu^, 
the emperor dedarrng, that he would not be feparated, 
even after his death, mtxi two peiiftms ^crfiom he fo tenderly 
loved in his life " (H). 

Upon the death of this great mimfter, Auguftus chojfe 
Tiberius in his room, as an affiftant in the adminiftration ; 
*but before he invefted him with any power or authority, 
he obliged him to divorce his wife Agrippina, who had al- 
ready broughjt him a fon, and was then prregnantj and 

»Plin. l!b. XXV. tap. a* Tibul. llh.iv. Horat. lib. ii. ode 9. 
aDio,p. 54.1. 



(H) He died in the fifty-firft 
year of his age, and left by his 
firft wife Caecilia Attica, the 
• daughter of the famous ^om- 
ponius Attic^s, one daughter 
named Agrippina, whowasnnar- 
ried to Tiberius ; and by his 
third wife Julia three fen«, 
namely, Caius, Lucius, and 
Agrippa Pofthumus, and two 
daughters, Julia married to Lu- 



cius Paulus, and Agrippina mar^ 
ried to Oa»naiucus, hy wham 
(he had the emperor Claudius, 
a>nd Agr^)|naa tihe mo<hcr of 
Nei»o; A^ipfjar'had no cfail- 
idren by int Second wife Mar- 
celk, wtom he divomed to 
• vnarry Jttlia« Be hecfueaihed 
his inie gardens, and a badi 
whicAiwas called by his name* 

totheiloauuipeoplk ^ 

to 
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to nan y JuHft) Whofe Inrd and fcandalous behaviour ivoft 
well known to Tiberius, and to all the young debauchees 
of Rome, and had given great uneafinefa to Agrippa fome. 
time before his death* However, Tiberius complied, with- 
out betraying the leaft relu£lance, through fear of difguftiog 
Auguftus, who was the only perfon in ffome unacquainted 
with his daughter's infamous condud. 

The ufual ceremonies were no fooner over, than Au- Ht rtimetp 
guftos difpatched his new foshin»law againft the Panno- the Pam^ 
tlians, who, upon the news of Agrippa's death, had aU «•«*«*'• - 
tempted to recover their ancient liberty. Tiberius, with the 
affiftance of their neighbours the Scordifci, who had re- 
mained faithful to the Romans, d)liged them in a (hort 
time to rerum to their duty, and fuhmit to the will of the 
conqueror. They delivered up their arms, gave boftagesy 
4md put the Romans in pofTeffion of all their towns and 
fortrefies. Tiberius fpared their lives, but laid wafte 
their fields, plundered their cities, and, having fent the 
beft part of their youth into other countries, returned to 
Rome before the end of the year,^ Q^ ^lius Tubero and 
Paultts Fabius Maxtmus being confuls. The fenate decreed 
him great honours, and, among the reft, a triumph : but 
Aogttftus obliged him to rtytSt the offers of the confcript 
fathers, and content bimfelf with the marks of diftindion 
which were granted for life to thofe who had triumphed ; 
namely, to have a particular place apart from die reft at the 
public (hews, and to appear with ^e triumphal robes, and 
a crown of laureL 

His younger brother Drufus fignalixed himfelf no lefs 
among the Gauls and Germans. Having been left in GauT 
by Augttfttts to repel the incurfions of the Germans, he 
had begun a fecond cenfus, taking a minute account of each 
perfon's eftate and fortune, the better to regulate the annual 
taxes and contributions. This the Gauls looked upon as a 
new attempt upon their liberties, and feemed difpofed to 
take arms, and endeavour the recorery of their ancient 
rights and privileges. But Drufus, being apprifed of their Dntjiis 
defign, fummoned all the Gaulifti chiefs to affift at the K^A^*. 
fdiemn ceremony of confecrating a temple^ which the Lug- Lj^ ^^ 
dunenfes had built in honour of Julius Csefar. When they ^,Mng* 
were all aflembled, Drufus, by his addrefs, and infinuating 
behaviour, won their afFe£iions to fuch a degree, that they 
not only abandoned the defign they had formed of (baking 
off the Roman yoke,^ but agreed to ere£k an altar to Au- Analttf 
guftus, and to pay him, even in his life*time, divine ho- ^J^*^*^^ • 
nours. Sixty different nations concurred in this defign, J^^a^^ 
each of them contributing its quota^ and fending a ftatue ij^/tt. 

to 
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' 16 adohi tlie niew altar, which was confecrated witti gttsA 
folemnity on the firft day of Auguft, Games were infti* 
tuted in honour of the new deity ^. 
Thee^' Drufus, have nothing to fear from the Gaiilsi tumed h!s 

iJ^^-T^. arms againft the Germans, who, having raifed the moft 
^^^^ numerous and formidable army that had evei' been fecn lil 
^^* thofe parts, were advancing towards the Rhine, in order to 
invade Gaul. The young Roman not only defeated them 
as they attempted to crofs thatriver, but, purfuing the ad- 
vantage he had gained, entered the country of the Ufipetes 
or Ufipii, now known by the name of Relinchufen, and 
from^ thence advanced againft the Sicambri in the neigh* 
bournood of the Lyppe and Iflel ; thefe he overthrew in a 
. great battle, laid wafte their countryi burnt mpft of their 
cities, and, following the courfe of the Rhine, approached 
the German ocean, and reduced the Frifii and the Chauci 
between the Amifius and the Albis, now the Ems and the 
' Elbe. In thefe marches his troops fuffered extremely for 
want of provifions, and he was himfelf often in great dan- 
ger of being drowned, as the Romans, who attended him, 
' were quite unacquainted at that time with the flux and re- 
flux cf the ocean. As winter drew near, he led his troops 
into Eaft Friefland; and, leaving them under the command 
of his lieutenants, returned to Rome, where he was ho* 
noured with the praetorlhip, Q. Fabiu8> and Julius Anto« 
nius the fon of the triumvir/being then confuls. Early 
in the fpring, Drufus returning to bis army quartered in 
Frifia, marched from thence into the country of the 
Ten£leri, whom he eaiily fuhdued. Afterwardsi paffing 
the Lupias, now the Lyppe, in Weftphalia, he brought 
into fubjediion the Catti, and the Qierufci, extending his 
cohquefts to the banks of the Vifurgis, now the Wefer ) 
which he vtould have paiTed, had he, not been obliged to 
return for want of provifions, the enemy having laid wafte 
the neighbouring country to a great diftance. 

As he was retiring, the Germans unexpe£tedly fell up« 
on him in a narrow pafs ; and, having fur rounded the Ro- 
He diftats man army, a great number of them were flain. But the 
tki united brave Drufus, animating his men more by his example than 
forcn aj by fpceches, after a warm confli£k, which lafted almoft the 
isf/ri/Jf'- whole day, repulfed the enemy, and made fuch havock, 
famiri, ^bat the ground was ftrewed for fome miles with dead 
Ckerufcu bodies. Drufus found in their camp a large quantity of 
fi^» iron chains, which they had prepared for the Romans \ and 

fo great was their confidence, that they had previoufly 

• Strab. lib* iv* p. 19a* Suet Dio, Liv. &c» 

agreed 
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t^;i*be^ about thfe divifion of thclxjoty : the Tenftcri were 
to have the hoffe, tl^e.Cheruiei and Sicambri the baggage^ < 
arid the Ufipetes and Catti the captives. Drufus was falut- 
«d imper?itor by his troops on the field of battle ; where 
they ereftcd a trophy, as a monument of fo fignal a viftory. 
In order to fecure the countries he had conquered, he built 
two fortS) one at the conflaence of the Lupias and the 
Alife, now the Lyppe and the Almc, the other in the 
country of the Catti or Chatti on the Rhine; and made 
that fafViou6 canal, fong known by the name of Fofla Dru- 
fiana. Drufus, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the triumphal ornaments, as his brother Tiberius had been 
the preceding year; but was not allowed by Auguftus td 
triumph, oi- e^en to retain the title of imperator, . with 
vhich he had been honoured by the army, that title being 
4low peculiar to the fovereign p. This fame year Tiberius^ 
being fent againft the Pannonians, who had again rebelled, 
reduced them once more, and likewife fubdued the Dal- 
matians, who had joined them in their revolt ^. 

The joy and-and fatisfa£lion which Auguftus received OBamm 
from ihefe fucceffes, were greatly allayed by the death of '**'• 
his fifter Odana, who was a perfe£b pattern of all the vir- 
taes pecatiar to her fex, and therefore greatly lamented by 
-perfon^ of all ranks and conditions. Auguftus caufed her 
body to be expofed, on a bed of ftate, in a temple lately 
ereSed in honour of Julius Cafar, and he faimfelf pro- 
nounced her funeral oration; but yirbuld not admit of the 
many honours which were decreed her by the fenate. Her 
body was carried to the grave by her four fons-in-law, the 
hu(hands of the two Marcellae, whom (he had by her firft 
hufband Marcellus, and of the two Aqtoniae, her daughters 
Antony the triumvir '. 

In the following year, Nero Claudius Drufus and T. 
Quin^iiu^ Crifpinus being confuls, Auguftus determined on 
the total redudion of' Germany, left the capital, attended 
by his two fons-in-law Tiberius Claudius Nero and Nero 
Oaudius Drufus ; and, paffin^ the Alps^ advanced to the 
banks of the Rhine \ whence he fent Tiberius againft the 
Daci, and Drufus to complete the conqueft of the reft of J lP^l^ 
Germany. Tiberius eafily fubdued the Daci, obliged them ^^^^^ 
to give hoftages, and tranfplanted forty thpufand of them 
into Gaul. On the other hand Drufus, palling the Rhine, ^^f * 
and afterwards the Wefer, brought under fubjefiion all the ^rufuiin 
nations from the Rhine to the Elbe. Having attempted in Gtrmaty* 

" V Dio, p. 544, Suet, in Claud. q Dio, p. $45. Veil. Patercul. 
Hb. ii. cap. ^S* ' Dio, p. 545, Suet, in O^avio* 

vain 
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Yr.^of Fl. vzitx to pafs this river, be creftcd fcvcral trophies b Aatt 
»339- neighbourbood^ and began bis march back to the Rhine i 
Ante Cbr. j^^j^ before he reached that river, he was fei^ed with a 
U c%to. ^^^1^*5^ fever, which carried him off in a few days. Au* 
* gu(lu8» upon the firft notice of his illnefs, fent an ezprefa 

Hit death* to Tiberius^ who thereupon haftened to fee him before 
he died, travelling two hundred miles in twentyrfour bouca* 
Upon his arrival, he found him alive, but juft expiring* 
His fudden death occafioned a report, that Auguftus an4 
Tiberias bad confpired to take him off by poifon, and effe&- 
ed ^heir wicked defign by means of their emiffaries; but all 
His eka^ the beft hiflorians acquit him of this imput&tioii '• DruCui 
rm^tr. was a man of an unblemiibed charader, brave, hoaoiuv. 
able, juft, open-hearted, and an enemy to all manner of 
deceit and diifinuilation. He was not inferior iii courage 
or condu£t to the moft experienced commanders of his ^me* 
He died in the thirtieth year of his age, a^id left behind 
him three children by bis wife Antonia Minor, the youi^ef 
daughter of Antony and Offcavia \ Drufus furnamed Gqt^ 
manicus, Livilla, and Claudius, whi^h laft f«u:ceeded Ca- 
ligula in the empire. 
Hottours His foldiersy to teftify their grief £or the Ipfs of a general 

paid him ^hom they loved, ere£ked a monument to his memory o« 
dilth the banks of the Rhine ; and, affcnaWing' yearly on the suu* 

niverfary of his death, performed rc»u(id it their military, 
evolutions in honour of the illuftrious deceased ^ His body 
was conveyed to Rome* and attended the whole way by T>> 
l>erius, the chief ofiicers and magiftrates of tbe Roman co** 
lonies and municipia, through which it paSed, meeting oa 
the road, and following it with the utmoft pomp from one 
city to the other. Auguftus himfelf being now returned 
from Gaul, received it at Rome, and pronounced, in the 
Circus Flaminius, a funeral oration in honour of the de« 
ceafed, in which be befought the gods with great eanieft* 
nefs, and many tears, " to grant him a death as glorious as 
that of the young hero, and naake the grandchildren they 
bad given him tread in his footfteps/' Tiberius made an- 
other ftmeral oration in the forum, where the body was es- 
pofed, and from thence carried <HPi the (boiiklers of the 
lloman knights to the field of Mars, where it was bucot 
with great iolemnity : bis aihes were depofited in the mai»- 
j» ibleom of Auguftus. 

guiationscf '^^ emperor was in hafte to return to Gaul ; but never« 
AMg$i/tui, thelefs before his departure he made feveral new rq;uktions. 

• Saet. in oaav. & Claud. t Tacit* AnnaL lib.L cap. 6. 

- Ex lofcript. Ciutaa Lipfio. 

The 
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Tne fathers, JSndinjg their autharity of no weight, ademtlcd 
Very feldora, arid iti fmall numbers. Auguftus therefore 
iftppoiiited certain days m each month, on which they (hould 
be obliged to Ineet ; and at the fame time enafled, with 
the approbafioil 6i thd fthators, that fuch as abfented- 
themfelves on thd'fe days, without affighing a lawful caufe, 
fiiouldday a certain nhej ahd that their determinations^ 
when they were but few, (hould not obtain the force of a 
fcnatufconfulturii, or decfee of the fcnate, but only be called 
a regulatibn of the fenate. H^ granted the praetors the pre- 
rogative of voting in the fenate; and extended the jurifdic* 
tion of the quaeifors, giving them the fuperintehdency of all 
the maritime cities of Italy; 

The eleQion of the new confuls, C. Mai'cius Cenforinu$ 
;ind C. Afirlius Gallus, gave rife to a new regulation. They 
were both accufed of having purchafed their dignity with 
ittoney diftributed among the tribes. AUgtiRus did not 
oblige them td refign the fafces, but otdered, that^ for the 
future, all the candidates fhoiild depofit a ceftain /iim with 
him, which they (hould fotfeit, if convifted of bribery, or* 
any unlawful praftices. This law was generally approved 
of, at lead by the patricians ; but ailother, which he pub- 
lifhed foon after. Was as much difliked. The depofitions oi 
flaves had never been admitted at Ronle in the courts of ju« 
dicature: but Auguftusi for the fecurity of his own per-» 
fon, though under pretence of the public fafety, enaded, 
that, wten any perfon was accufed of treafonable defigtis, the 
evideiice of flaVes ihould be of the fame weight as thac of 
freemen. That this law might not feem to claOi with the an-« 
dent cttftoni of reje£ling the evidence of a flave againft his 
mafter, it was ordained, that the flaves of the acfcufed perfoxi 
(hould be firft fold to the emperor, or the public. This ih^ 
novation occadoned great complaints ; but the emperor foon 
a|>peaied the minds of the people by public (hews and fports ; 
uj a pretended clemency and condefceiifion ; by afFeding 
popularltyjt and carefully avoiding all needlefs ceremonies, 
and marks of grandeur [l)* rp* ^ 
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(I) The imdefits relate many 
iDuances of his extraordinary 
^onde(cen(ion : they tell us^ that 
a common legionary having de* 
fired him to plead his caufe in 
one of the courts of judicature, 
the emperor told him, that he 
overwhelmed with bufi- 
that he could not con- 
fently do it perfonally ; but 




that he would' (end him aii ora« 
tor better qualified for that pur- 
pofe than himfelf. This oblige 
iDg anfwer did not fatisfy the 
foldier, who anfwered bluntly, 
*• Have I thus fought for you 
by proxy V* The emperor, 
highly pleafed with this unex« 
pefted anfwer, " Neither will 
I (faid he) plead for you by 
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proxy, 
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hi htgtMs The decennial term of his fovereign power^ now drawii||^ 
the third near a clofe, he fcemcd willing to refign it, declaring he 
tirm of kii viras no longer able to bear fo heavy a burden y bift he w?;^ 
tvwtr^ eafily perfuaded to fuftaiit it ten years longer. This limita- 
tion contributed, more than any thinj? elfci to his fafety> 
fince, by receiving his power from the ^nate and people, he 
acknowleged the fovereignty to be lodged in them » fo that 
they were not without hopes of recovering it. The term of* 
bis power being prolonged, he refolyed to quit the capital^ 
determined on the entire redu&ion of the many nations that 
inhabited Germany. He was not inclined to wage war with 
thofe barbarous nations in perfon, but chofc to be near the 
generals whom he employed. The perfon he thought the 
mod proper for t>urfuing ^nd completing the conquers hap^' 
. f ily begun by Drufus^ was his brother Tiberius ; whon^ 
therefore he fent into Gaul, after having honoured him with 
an ovation on account of the advantages he had gained in 
Germany in the courfe of the foregoing year. Aoguftus^ 
foon after the departure of Tiberius, left Rome ; bat, in- 
ftead of paffing the Alps, he took his route towards Aqui- 
leia, and fpent the whole fummer irl the neighbourhood of 
that city, having with him his grandfon Caius Caefar, then, 
Tiberiusy twelve years old. In the mean tioie Tiberius^ having paflcd 
ixplous tn ^jjg Uhii^e at the head pf a powerful army, over-r^^ all the 
ermany. ^Qy^^ jjg^ between that river and the Elbe, and ^ruck fuck 
terror into the inhabitants of thofe northern province9j| that 
feyeral of them fent deputies to Auguftus at Aquileia, to fue 
for peace, which they could not obtain upon any term^ the. 
emperor declaring, that he would not grant a peacc^ to any 
particular nation, till they had all agreed to fubn^. But 
the Catti, or, as fome authors write, the Sicambri, could 
not by any means be prevailed ujpon to lay down theis ^msf 



proxy.*' He fulfilled his pro- 
mife ; for, on the day appoint- 
ed, he appeared at the bar, and 
pleaded his caufe in perfon. In 
like manner he undertook the 
caufe of another citizen, and 
gained it ; which fo provoked 
the accuier, that he behaved 
very difrefpedfuliy towards the 
emperor, who was fo far from 
refenting i t,.that he pudoned the 
of^der» when he was accufed 
before him, as cenfor, of fome 
fauks, which deferved puniih- 



ment. Though he \^as very 
kind and generous to his friends, 
yet he never allowed them 
greater privileges than others, 
nor would he by. any means ex- 
empt them from the judiciarjr 
laws. Of all the criminals he 
refcued but one, during the 
whole time of his long reign ^ 
who had been very ferviceable 
to him, and that by pievaiHng 
with entreaties on the accufer t» 
dcop the ptofecution ( 2)« 



{%) Suet, in oaav« ft Claud. 
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To that the prbjcft of peace did not take place ifiis jrcaK 
As winter iipproacbed, Auguftus returtiefj to Rottie vt^ith b& 
grandibn Caius; but: Tiberius remained ^it^ith hi3 trbops ill 
Germany, in order to rienew the war when the (bafon t)roUl& 
kllow him fo idke the field "* Atigu(lud> upoh his return^ 
ihade a fecbnd cenfu$, iii which Were tiurfibiilrecl, accOrdinjf 
lothc AncytTtn marbie&, four fliilli6ti8 t#o htindreH thirty- 
three thouuna iRomah citizens ^. 

While be was thus femployed, tiis fertat fti^tit M^enaJ . Yr. of VI. 
8ied ; dli incident which Was a tcnfible itiliftiort tt> bim^ *34o- 
though ht had not of htt honoured him Ni|rith the famfc intl- -'^^n'^ Chr. 
hiacy- as fornierly. 1" hfe criiiiinal doiivcrfaf ion Which Au- u. C^a*. 
gttftus maintained with Tereritilla, dli^leafcd Msfecenas, whc^ ' 
thought he did ndt deferve that treathie^t frbtti one whoni Dinah cf 
lie had fefved ^ith the utmoft fidelity. On the other hand. A^wwro/. 
Attguftud Would not bear any Controtil ih his amours ^ and 
Kcnce that coldnefs and indifferencfe which appeared be* 
twedtl thefe twb great friends fot fome years *. •Macenas His ckA^ * 
iHras a perfbn of great penetratibn, and underttood the ari ra&iti 
of goterniiig better than any man df his age. Though pof- 
fefled of talents equal to the higheft employments of the 
ftate, be was^ inch an enemy to all troubl^, 16 fond of hit 
feafe, ft) addicted to his pleafures, that be abhorred all jbufi^ 
hefs, and ftemed in a manner to have attained to that eivr 
joymeit!l!"6f indolence, in Which the Epicureans placed hap- 
pitiefe; Being; remarkably good-natured, and flighting pre- 
ferments, as capable. of diftiirhing his quiet, and interrupt* 
Ing his pleafure§, he employed all his credit and intereft 
Vith thfe emperor In behali of others, and for the moft part 
#ith fnccefs (K). Horace, the prince of the Latin lytic 

« Veil. Pat. lib. ii. bio, p* J$^* ^5^* Suetoh. in d^tiiY. p. 17& 
« Vid. Grut. p. t3o^ x i)io^ lib. Iv. p. 53J. 

(K) Of the afcendaht, which it ititd His lap; AugiifiuS nd 

ike had gained over Auguilus, fooner read it, than he rofe« 

and the liberty he took in cor- al^d quitted the tribunal^ with- 

^e6ling his faults, and curbing out fentencinr any of the cri^ 

&is crtiel teinper, jDio Caifius minals tb death. The getferot:fi 

givei as ^ff^ Allowing retnark- prote£!ioti wliich He affordea 

able inftance; AsAugufluswas to men df learning, efpecialljr 

judging fome criminals, Mil^- to Virprtl and Horace^ wiiiren- 

isenas, perceiving him to be in der his nattie immortal. He 

a bad humour, atteirtipted to was not 6iaXf afa ,encourag6f of 

approach his tnbunal ; out not learning, but jpublifha! fevetat' 

being aUe to break through thi works, which intitled him to 4 

erowd, he Wrote the following Jjlacc amoxj^ A^bd! Wtifcft df 

note, ** Cottie dowfi from the thatagfi * 

tribunal; butcher ;'' and threw 

^ Tfi % poctH 
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poets, did not long furvive his great patron and beneladoff 
for Maecenas died about the beginhing of September, and 
Horace on the twenty •feventh of the following Novem- 
ber (L). 

On thecalends of January of the enfuing year, Tiberius, 
who had returned to Rom^e, entered upon his fecond con« 
fuUhip with Cn« Calpurnius Pifo, who was the fame day 
honoured witTi a triumph, which was a new fight to the 
Roman people. In. the beginning of the fpring he left the 
capital y and returned to Germany; but performed nothing 
which hiflorians have thought worth tranfmitting to pofte- 
fity. This year a fire happened in Rome,' which reduced 
|o afhes many buildings, and was thought to have been oc- 
cafioned by the debtors, witb^ defign to make their efcape^ 
in that confufion, out of the boufes of their creditors* To 
prevent the like misfortunes and diforders for the future, 
Augudus createci new ofHcerS) called curatores vicorum, 
who were permitted, on certain days, to wear, within the 
verge of their jurifdidlion, the robe peculiar to magiftrates, 
and to have two liftors to attend them. To them were now 
afligned the fix hundred flaves, who had been formerly ap- 
pointed to attend the aediles for ^xtinguifhing fires. At the 
fame time, by Auguftus's order, the city was divided into 
fourteen regions or wards, ancl thefe into inferior precin£ts, 
the government of which wards or precin£ts was committed 
to the curatores vicorum, and alfo to the tribunes of the 
people and the prsetorsJ^. 

In the following year, Caius Antlftius Vetus and D. Lse- 
lius Balbus being raifed to the confulate, Lucius Caefar 
boldly demanded of Augudus in the public theatre, that his 
elder brother, Caius Caefar, might be named cohful for the 
fnfuing yestr. The emperor, no lefs furprifed than offended 
at this unfeafonable demand, hotwithftanding his afiFeCtioil 
for the brothers replied, that be hoped he would never lie un- 
der the neceffity of raifing any to the confulate under twenty 
years of age. The bold youth, not being fatisfied with this 
anfwer, but continuing to folicit him with great earneftnefs 
iu behalf .of his brother, the emperor, raifing his voice, told 
))im with a grave air, ^^ That an office of fuch iodportance 



(L) This (auie year died 
Caiu8 Caecilius Ifidorus,. famous 
for the immenfe wealth of which 
■ie was poflcffed ; for he left to 
his heifs tour ihoufand one hun- 
dred and fixteen flaves, three 



yDio, lib. lv» p. 556, 557, 

thoufand fix hundred yoke of 
oxen^ two hundred thoufand 
and fifty-feven head of other 
cattle, and above three milliont 
of our money in (pecie* . 
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ought to be xiifchargedonly by a man wbo could bridle hi$ 
own paflions, andrefift the defires of the giddy and head- 
ftrong muhitude." However, his tendernefs for the two 
brothers, whom he had adopted into the Julian family, 
and the name of the Csefars, in fome degr/ee got the4ictter 
of bis rcafon ; for he granted to Caius the priefthood, a 
place in the fenate, and the privilege of fitting among ^hc 
fenators at all public fliews and fpoxts ; but at the fame 
time, to< curb their ambitious temper, he conferred gn Ti- 
berius the tribunitial power for five years ; an honour which 
was far from being agraeable to the two^ young Caefars. 

Tiberius had fcarce received this new addition of power, Tibiriut 
when, to the great furprize of Auguftus, and the whole dtmandt 
people, he defired leaVe to quit the city, and retire to if^y^^o 
Rhodes (M). Whatever hi« motive was, noiwithftanding ''^'""'i 

the 

(M) Various reaibns area!- declaring them prince « of the ^ 
kged by the ancients for this Roman youths; which entirely 
fudden refolution : Tiberius defeated his ambitious proie6b», 
pretended a d^iire of improving and left him no hopes ot ever 
nimfclf ;in the ftudy of philofb- enjoying the fovereign power, 
phy and eloquence, there being the lole objed of all his wiflies 
then at Rhodes famous profef (3). As to the title, princes * 
fors of both thefe fciences ; but of the Roman youth ^ the firft 
Suetonius is of opinion, that the Roman emperors gave it to 
infamy of his wife Julia, which their children, or to thofe whom 
was now the talk of the whole they had appointed their heirs 
city, and reflected gre^t difgrace and fuccelTors in the empire, 
on his perfon and fa;mily, The youth, who was honoured 
prompted him to retire, tb^t he with this title, had all the chiU 
might not be an eye wimefe of dren of the Roman noblemen 
her fcandalous debaucheries ( I )• under his command, and api- 
Velleius Paterculus, a great peared at their head, when they, 
flatterer of Tiberius, tells us, performed their military exer- 
that he withdrew out of refpe6t cifes in the field of Mars, or ex^ 
to the two young Csefars, that hibited the tournament calleif 
he might not dand in their way Troy. In the times of the re- 
to the higheft preferments (2), public the children of the mofl 
following the example of Agrip- diftiHgaiftied families were call- 
pa, who had retired to Mity- ed principes ju^trentutis,. and 
kne^ when Marcellus firft en- principes equitum (4), becaufe 
terod upoft public offices. Dio they were reckoned ecjuites, or 
thinks he was piqued at the fa- knights, till they attained the 
tour which Auguftus ftiewed to 'age, which the laws required in 
bis grandibns, efpecially at his the candidates for offices^. Thp 

- (1) Sucf. in Tibjer. cap. lo. • {«) VcH. Patcrcul. lib. li. cap. 99. 
li) Dio/m Excerpt, p. 661. (4) Vide Liv. lib/xlii. cap. 61. & 

JavejBal.Satir.iv. ver. 3)1. * -^ 
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Yr. of Fl. tbe Fcmonftranccs and tears of ht$ mother LiyiaiA h^ ^^^ 
«34«* very preflin^ with Auguftu.s fpr hia permiflion to retire *i 
Ante Chr. j^^hich the emperor not qnly re!Fufed,.xbut toolfL great paiQ9« 
U. C. 74t. ^'^ concert with Livia* tp divert txim from fuch aoi u^jfcafon- 
' ' able refolution. He even compUioed to the feqate of hii 
which Au" beihg abandoned by one, from whofe al^ililie^ he had pro^' 
gujlus r/- mifed himf(5lf^ great relief in the governmeut of the cepub- 
Ju/tshim I iJc, Tiberius, deaf to all intreaties and remonftrancesi^ con- 
tinued importuning Augqftus for hi§. permifliony whicliy 
he conftantly refufed, bei;D^ ^willing, to lofe the OJpJj pcr- 
fdn in whom, after the death of Aepppa, and Mxcenas,, he 
repofed any confidence, his grandcnilciren not being ];eli of 
an age (it to be trufted. At leogth Tiberiu^i finding aU 
other means ineffe^ual, retix,ed into his own. ap^tmentf. 
^nd there, (hutting himfglf ups abftained fpur wliple day^ 
hutaila/t from all ki^d of hourifhrnent. The emperor, feeing no 
■^'^if /" could not get the better of his inflexible temper,, complied 
fM/«r««f- ^^ length with his requeft, and granted hin^ the fo muclv 
wi(hed*ior permiflion to retire ; whicb.be no fopner obtain- 
ed, than he fet put for Oftia, without fpeaking: a word on, 
the way to thofe who attended hioi, to tha place where hsi 
ejnbarked K From Oftia^ h? faUed alpog the;. coaQ; pf CajB->. 
Qapia^ and ftaid. fome.time ip tbaX prpvince^ being, infiorxn- 
c^ that Aueuftua^waSjiodifpofed: butil^ beii^ reported tbaii 
1^ ^^ited for the^ n^w^ oi Auguftus'& dfiath)» be w^^bed: 
stncbor:! though thefearan mery high^ and. failed &r Rhodes, 
Jfu MMtt' vhere be led at iirft a very private and* retired* lifir, fre- 
ner of Ih^ quonting the fchools and* academies without any attendants, 
^?J| oonvcffing familiarly with the Greeks, and avoiding all' ap- 
pearant^e of grandeur both in his houfe and equipage. 
•' Growing weary of bis retirement, he publicly declaredly 
that he \iZQ left Romt; to avoid giving umbrage to Caiuaf 
a^d Lttpius;.afnd wrote to the emgi^rorj aftecthey^had at* 
' tajncd to mapfs tftate, smd wqrp promoted tp the highefti 

Unities, b^ging Iciay^i^ return bopie, sind vifithi&friends, 
j^fHTCf his fxtTnn^ c^uld no longer be difagreeable to bit 

•sSuQttiiL Tiber. 

ji^ineeps jiiveptutis waf . diOinr youths ou horiek^K, »Qd on«i 

l^jilieq fro.m the rcfi by a tri- of them, in th&ajtiitudii^ofoDl»T 

41111 phal robe, a%. Tacitu$( in? mandiDg, wifK tbis legipnd^. 

fprms us(5). On the reverfe Prii^c. juvent. which 4heiies that 

qf a medal o( the emncror Sc- thq princep^, or priucipi^ jur. 

verus, whicl) has reached our ventutis, had fome command 

_ times, are jeprefented . three over the young ii9bilit^ 

(5) Tacit. Annal. lib. xii. ca{^ 5* 

grand- 
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grandchildren. This favour was denied^ and he was deGred Autufius 
to lay alide all care and thoughts of his friends, fincc he '''>/" ^«» 
had been fb impatient tQ abandon them. Thus he was ^^*^'^^^^ 
pi>Kged tb continue at Rhodes, and it was not till after fe- je^j^' 
teh ^^ar^ thaji Auguftus^ixras prevailed upon to confent to 
his ^^turn % Auguftus himfelf was now conful, ^nd had 
iFor his Colleagye Cornelius Sylla. He had refumed the . 
(afces, after having declined tti? confular dignity for feven- 
tttn years, with ho other yiew, as it is fuppofed, but to 
render the ceremony of giving the toga virilis to his grand- 
fon Caius, more folemn. He prefented him in perfon to 
(he fenate, gave him the toga virilis himfelf, with the ufual 
fceremonies, and named him conful ; which dignity, as he 
was tK^n but fifteen, he was to hold, after five years to be 
reckofied from the day he was prefented to the fenate. In 
the courfe of this year Aueuftus reduced the number of 
ftioit who w^re fupplied with corn at the public expence tp 
two hundred thoufand, corn having for fome years been 
given indiflferently to iill who defired it. Two years hav- Awgnfius^s 
mg dlapfed, Auguftus again referved the confular dignity ^^]*f^ 
for hiiAfelf, and took for his colleague M. Plautius Sylva- '•«/»«**• 
ifius, or Silanus.- As Lucius, the younger of his grandfbn^ 
'ithii how of an age to receive the toga virilis, Auguftus dif- 
tinguiflied Mm with the fame honours he had conferred 
three year^ before oh his brother Caius (N). Thus were 
the two fons highly favoured and honoured by Auguftus ; 
but their mother Julia met with a very difierent treatment. 

Hier lewdnefs, infamy, and fcandalous debaucheries, had ^**5\ 
foi* fome years been the talk of the whole city. Auguftus '^^^*' 
had (l^e misfortune qf ihoft princes, who are, generally 
Ipeakiiig, fhe leaft acquainted wi^h their neareft concerns : 
he believed, indeed, that {he did not lead a very ftriA life \ 
but liever imagined her capable of committing tbofe mon* 
ftrous and almoft incredible ex!befles, 6f which he now found 
her gulity. Upoii a full difcovery of her a'dions and con» 
dud, he was fo fenfibiy afie£ted with grief and confufion^ 
that he fliut himfelf up in his palace, and continued feve/d 
days bewailing his misfortune, without feeing any even of 
%i8 moft intimate friends. Unable to conceal the tranfports 
of hit grief and anger from the public, he communicated to 

V «Dio,S\let. in Tiber. 

(N) Several medals, coined gend on the reverfe ; ** Caitn 
on this occafion, hartre reached and Lucius Csfars, the fons 
our times, on which are the of Auguftus, defigned confuls, 
heads of the two brothers with princes of the youth/* 
||>ucklers and fpears^ and this le« 
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the f<;nate the e^cefles of the infamous proftitute, and thp * 
difgrace of his family } an indifcretion which he afterwards 
-faid he woi^ld never have been guilty of, bad Agrippa or 
Maecenas been liv»ig. ; Overcome with (hame and rage, he 
firft refolved to put hU daughter to death \ but afterwardf 
altered his refol^ution^ and contented himfelf with banifhing 
her to Pandataria, a defert ifland on the coaft of Campania| 
now known by the name of Santa Maria. Her mother 
Scribonia, whom Auguftus had divorced the fame day (he 
was born, attended her to the place of her banifhment, and 
never abandoned her in the fequel. The emperor not only 
punifhed the infamous Julia with baniflmient) but at the 
fame time forbad her the ufe of wine^ and all delicacies 
whatever, cither in diet or cloaths. By an ^xpfef^ order 
from the emperor, no perfon, of wSat condition foever, 
was to vifit her without his leave. Not long after, her eldefl: 
daughter by Agrippa, named alfo Julia, and married to L. 
Paulus, being convifted of the fame crimes, was confined 
%o the ifland of Tremera, now Trcniiti, in the Adriatic 
Sea ^. The punifhment of Julia was followed by that of all 
thofe who were acceflary to her debaucheries. $emproniu$ 
Gracchus, T. Quindius Crifpinus, Cl Claudius, ^^d L. ' 
ficipio, all perfons of great diftinftipn, were condemned to 
perpetual baniihment. But Julius Antonius, the fon of 
the triumvir, and many others^ were, by the emperor's or? 
ders^ put to death (O). 

Auguftus, to divert his mind from his domeltic misfor-* 
tunes, exhibited the moft magnificent and expenfive (hews 
ihat had ever bee*n feen in Rome. Chariot-races in the 
circus, reprefentations on the ftage, and combats of gla- 
diators, were no\y become common. Auguftus, on this 
occafion, revived thofe fports, ^vhich had been for a con- 
fiderable time laid afidc, on account of the extraordinary 

b Vel. Patercttl. cap. ipo. Dio, ibid. p. 555. 



(O) Her chief * confident, 
Phoebe, laid violent hands oti 
herfelf before fentence was pro- 
nounced ngain ft her. Auguftus, 
when news were brought him 
of her death, could not nelp ad- 
miring her courage, and wifliing 
chat Phoebe, and not Julia,- had 
been his daughter, intimating, 
that he ibould have been well 
pleafed, if Julia had ended her 
days ii) the fame manner. Ti- 
berius hehxd the news of the difr 



grace and baniihment of Julia 
with great joy ; but, as no man 
knew better the art of diflem- 
bling, he became her advocate ; 
and, pretending gt^t tenderi 
nefs and comp^ion for her, be 
wrote frequent letters to Au- 
guftus, entreating hini to for-> 
give her, and reinftate her in 
his favour: But the emperor 
continued inflexible to the hour 
of his death; and even obliged 
Tiberius to divorce her. 

charges 
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diarges that attended tbem. He caufed a canal to be dug 
eighteen hijindred paces in length, and two hundred in 
preadjtbi conveying into it the Flaminian water, and build-» 
pg fca£Fbld3 quite round it, capable of holding multitiidea 
of fpe£):ators. And indeed the concoyrfe of people was fo 
great, that the emperor, was obliged to place guards in all 
the quarters of the city, left thieves (hould feize that oppor«« 
tunity to plunder the empty and abandoned houfes. He 
had frequently entertained the people with fights of Iipn$» 
tyger$, elephants, and rhinocerofes ^ but now the new canal 
fippeared all on a fudden filled with live crocodiles, of 
which thirty-fix were killed by Egyptians brought from tbo 
banks of the Nile for that purpofe. The multitude were 
highly delighted with this fight, which was quite new : but 
the fea-fight, which enfue^* a^orded them ftiil greater di- 
yerfion ; for, at the oppofite ends of the lake or canal, two 
0eets appeared, the gallies of one being built after the 
Greek, and thofa of the other after the FerGah manner. 
^ Both fleets engaged ; and, as it was not a mock fight, moll 
of the combatants being perfons fentenced to death, the 
battle proved very bloody ^ 

In the midft of thefe public fports and diverfions, nenfs Diflurh^ 
were brought to Auguftus, that the Armenians, entering ^^ces in 
into an alliance with the Parthians, had expe lied Artabazes, ^"^'^ 
whom he had appointed kingof that country, and raifed 
Tigrane3 to the throne* The emperor, dreading the con- 
fequences of an alliance between thofe two powers, was at 
a lofs what meafures he (hould take to put a itop to the. 
war, which threatened the eaftem provinces. He could 
not manage it in perfon, being now advanced in years ; ,Ti« 
berius had retiredf to Rhodes, and the emperor determined 
not to recall or employ him : oti the other hand, he was 
afraid to trnft any with the command of the army, except 
thofe of his own family. In this perplexity, he at length Yr. of Fl« 
rcfolved to fend into the Eaft his grandfon Caius, who had - *^^L 
then entered into the nineteenth year of his age ; but, be- ^ ^ 
fore his departure, to procure him the greater efteem, he U.C, 747. 
honoured him with the title of proconful, and married him ■ ■ .i 

to LoUia Paulina, either the daughter or niece of M. Lol- CaiusCst- 
lius, an officer of great experience, who was his governor, ^^^^*^*^^ 
and whom he now appointed his fecond in command ^ (P). ^* 

In 

c Suet. ibid. Ovid, de Arte, lib.i. Monument. Ancyran. apud 
Orut. ibid. ^ Zonar. ex Dion. Suet, in Claud, cap. i6. Plin. 

lib. ix. cap. 35. Solin.cnp. 53. 

(P) Before the young general nothing that might contribute 
fetour*, Auguftus, who omitted to the fucceft of this expedi- 
tion. 
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In the irtean time Phraates, king of rarthirf, being in* 

fornDedof the warKke preparations that ^erfc carrrying oil 

ifk difieretit parti of the empire, inA iiot doubting that 

fbey y^ett defigned agakift hiih» wrote a fubmiilive letter tq 

Augffftus; but 2,9 hS deferred, under Tarrioas pretetices^^ 

trkMrawing hb troofpd frOtti Armenia, which Apguftus re* 

quilled him to do without delay, Caius, taking leave of Au-' 

gttftus, fet out from Ro^ie, and baftened into Armenia S 

fn his pa&ge lie touehcd at Chios ^ or, ^t Suetoniud fay$^ 

Ttherius ^ Saflios «. Tiberius rto fooner heard of Ms. arrivalu 

nvaits upon thas he weAl to* ^ait upoi^ him} Bt^ha^ii^g on that occafioi\ 

kirn. in a ttry fubniil$\he manner^ and fhewitig the utmpil re- 

^eS: liot onfy td the youilg prince, bat to ail thofe of hi^ 

fceeftdaiiee. C^io^ feeeived bint tc^ith great coldnefe. hi$ 

governor, M. LQllitisi who hated Tiberius, having filled 

Ae miftd of hfspfupij with prejudifres againft hinA. The 

tribun^flii^ of T^tiui beitig almoft expired, ftis' mother 

Li^ia pi!evaited' upon Auguftu? to ^ccTare him bis lieater 

naiic i«i thofe partsf ; bat apprehending his life was in daiigef, 

fee rerii^ed ittto the middle of the ifland, where he lived 

privately, in order to avoid the compliments of the Romany 

officers j who paired that way irt tbeii' voyage to the Ea'ff ^. 

Ffom^ Samos^ CaiXis liafterted iili^ Syria, ^ere all the 
Roiifan fore^ in the Eafl^, and thofis of the allies of Rome, 



Tiberius 
in difgrace. 



• Dl0| Legat; 39^ in Ejiccrjit. ab UrfiQ> 
Dion. e Suet& io Tibw oap. r«^ ' 



^ Xiph. A :Z6nak'. ex 



tiibn, fent Dionyfius, a geogra^ 
pher of great fame, into the 
£ail before him, with orders to 
take an 'exaA furvey of the 
country which was likely to be 
the fea't of war ( j ). Whether 
Ais was the fa'moxisr Dionyfius, 
Whofe Pericgefis in Greek verfe 
YiAv reached us^ or another Dio^ 
nyfiusv tke fon of Diogenes^ 
who publifhed the dimeniions 
of the ea^hf as we read in Mar- 
clanus Heracleota ( 2),, we know 
not. This commii^on of Caius 
Caefar is varioufly mentioned by 



the ancients: Tacitus writes, 
that he had Armenia for hit 
province (3) ; Velleius Paljer- 
culus,, that he was fent into Sy* 
ria (4) ; Suetonius^ th^t he waii^ 
apfk)inted'governorof th^ Eaft 
(5) ;* Oromis, tliat'he was fent 
by Auguftus'tb fettlfe the pro- 
vmces of Egypt and Syria (6) ; 
_and PHny quotes a bbokf written 
by king- Juba^ in which mecifion 
is made of CaiusV esrpedition 
into Arabia (7) ; but adds^ that 
the young mince had only fome 
thoughts of invading Arabia (8)* 



(1) Plin'i Hb» V?. ca^. *7. (1) M^dan^ Hdacleotay ^l^cripU 

\\h^ i. (3) Taeit; Annal. lib; ii. cap. 48. (4) Vcl. PatercuL 

lib. ii. cap. loi. (5) Suet, in Tiber, cap. w, (6yOror. lib. viu 
cap. 3. (7XFlin,. lib, vi. cap. 27, la fin« (%) Idem ibid), cap. a9. 
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I^Cfe :[(flreinbk;4» and ready for fervice ( <^). Hf {therefore 
put Mmfelf at t;he h^ad of thip ^tmy, and began bis marcb 
lowards the frontier^ c^f' P«rthia» Upon bis approack 
Phraates» diftroftin^ bis fiva fubje£ts^ ^bo bore bim an ir* Pkrahus 
f eqoncileable batred, fent depufies to treat of peace.. The J^^* ^"^- 
young-general received |hc aqibajflTador* with great polite- fgCoT' 
nefst a'nd it was sigreed^ that Caiu&and Phraates ftoi^d '^* 

bave an ipte^priew in an iflan^i fbnT^e^ % tiie £uphra4^» 
Thither ihey l>oth*renai^ed oa the day apgc^n;(ed,« eacb ^f 
them attended with the like number of guards* while thei^r 
(wo axnculeS) drawn up ^ battalia^ lixi^d the opi^c^die ba^nks 
pf the river. In ^le conference Caius only infide^ upon 
the Parthian's renouncing all psetenfioos t9 Armenia, a 
fonditipn to wHIclt be readily pQnfented^ fo that a tfcatr 4 piau 
yaa foon concljuded^ and uranquility reftoredy wbe» kali ^^•'^A'^'^ 
expe£led^ to the £aftem prQ^incest Mattiexs being thm 
fettled» the two chief& estertained each other^ Velleiua ' 
Paterculus^ who wa^ prefent at theie banquetS| as a miiitarjf 
tribune iu Caius*s arjny ^% tells us, that the Parthiaa king 
acqjuainted Caius^ in a private conference, that he was be* ^ 
trayed by bis. governor,. M. l^oUius, who had taken large 
bribes: of bim,, and. had acquired immenfe fums by levying, 
yrithout hi3 knowlege,, H^avy contributions on all the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft.. The fame writer adds> that the king 
i'nformed. bim of th<^ treacherous defigns and coanfels of M.Loltms 
LoUius; at which, the young prince being alarmed, for* auuftdof 
bid him his prefence. LoUius, tbus^difgraced* died a few ^'^f^kirj. 
days, after ^ but whether of a natural or violent death, oup 
author does not take upon him to determine, Pliny and 
Soiinus fay, that he put an end to his tife with poifon ^ 
bojtt none of the ancients impute his death to Caius, though 
be deferved to be punifhed with- the utmoft fe verity, if the 
c:hargex brought agaihft him by the Parthian king, was true. 
Upon qis death Publius Quirinius was. either appointed byi 
Auguftus^/or cho(en< by the: young prince himfelf, for hi& 
govicmor. He was a good commsmder, and had: been re- 
warded* by. Ai^ftus for his eminent^ fervJces, iirfV with the 
cbnfuUkip,. and afterwards with a triumph^ or rather an 
o^tion^ fop driving' the Homonades, a people of Cilicia,. 
out of their ftrong^holds *. He proved a friend to Tiberius, 
and reconciled Caius to him, as we {hall fee hereafter. 

A Vei. Fat. lib. ii, capu \ou ^ Tacw Annal« lib. iii, cap. 4^. 

( Q;^) Suetonius tells us, that therein was approved of, and 

lie. palTedi through J odses, but much commended, by Auguf- 

fooroed to wor&ip at' Jeruft- tus (i), > 
ie<n ; and^adds that his condu^ 

(i) Snet. ia (Xlav. cap* 93. 
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The treaty of peare between the Romans and Fartbiani 
was fcarce concluded, when Artabazes, whom Auguftus 
had placed on the throne of Armenia, died ; and then Tr* 
granesy who had been fupported by the Parthians, fent 
rich prefent^ to Auguftus, accompanied with a fubmiffive 
letter ; wherein, without ftyllng nimfelf king, he begged 
the kingdom. The emperor, ghd to terminate the difturb* 
ances of the Eaft, Accepted his prefents, and ordered him 
te attend Caiu3 in Syria \ where he received at his hands the 
crown of Armenia* 

The tenfj)le of Janu8 bemg fliut (R), and all the provinces 
of the Roman empire enjoying profound tranquility, our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift was born in the city of Bethlehem ; 
for the following year Caffius Cornelius Lentulus, and 
L. Calpumius Piro were raifed to the confulate ; and they 
wck-e fucceeded in that dignity by Caius Caefar, though then 
a|)fent in Syria, and L. ^milius Paulus. During their ad- 
miniftration nothing remarkable happened in Italy, nor m 
the countries fabje^ to, or depending upon Rome, except 
the death of Herod, and the divifion of his kingdom made by 
Auguftus, who gave one-half of it to Archelans, and divided 
the other between hiuwo brothers, Antipas s^nd Philip. 

It was in the conne of the next year, when P. Alfenus 
Varus, and P. Vinucius were confuts, that Tiberius at length 
obtained leave to return to Rome \ Caius, to whom Au« 
guflus had referred the matter, confenting to it at the earneft 
in treaties of his new governor Quirinius ; but upon con? 
dition that he fhould bear no office in the common* 



(R ) From the tiifte of Romu- 
lus to the reign of Auguftus, the 
temple of Janus had been but 
twice ihut ; during Numa*8 
peaceable reign, ana after the 
firft Punic war. Auguftus fliut 
it three times: after he had 
vanquilhed Antony ; four years 
after, on his return from the 
war with • the Cantabrians in 
Spain ; and feme time before^the 
birth of Chrift. Horace fpeaks 
of Auguftus*s vidory over the 
Sicambri, and obferves, that the 
temple of Janus was then fhur. 
Orofios fays, that after Auguftus 
had ft>ut it the third time, it 
continued fo twelve years. F. 
Nori^ is of opinion, that it' was 
opened on o«caiion of Caius Cse* 



far's expedition agaiqft the Parr 
thians; whence he concludes, 
that it did not continue ihut for 
twelve years ; and that our Sa* 
viour was born before the trou? 
hies in the Eaft broke out ; for 
he was born, as all the authors 
affirm, while the world was in 
peace. Tacitus, however, af- 
furesus, that after Auguftus had 
opened the gates of Janus the 
third tiiBC, they were never (hut 
ti}l the reign of Vefpalian. But 
as no war was declared^ and no 
hoftilities committed either by 
the Romans or Farthians, W9 
'cannot believe, that the templet 
of Janus was opened on occa* 
ftpn of this expedition. 

wealcki^ 
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wealth * (R). Upon his return to Rome, he withdrew to 
Mecsenas^s gardens, and led a retired life, doing good of- 
fices to fome of Ms friends,, but not interfering with public 
affairs *. He was foqn delivered from the objeds of hid 
envy and jealoufy ; for Lucius Caefar, who was bat a youth 
of (lender abilities, died this year at Marfeilles, on his jour- 7ht detak 
ney to Spain, whither he had been fcnt by his grandfather, of Lucius 
that he might be accuftomed to a military life, and conci- ^W^* 
liatc the affe£Hon of the foldiery p. His body was brought 
by fea from Marfeilles to one of the 4)Ofts of Italy, an<{ 
from theiice carried to the capital by. the military tribunes, 
and the decurkms of the colonies and municipal towns. 
The emperor wa^ feniiUy aiFe£):ed with the lofs of a youth 
whom he loved^ ,and faw thus fnatcbed.away m the fpring 
of his life ; and Tiberius, by affe<£ling an extraordinary Tibgrhi 
concern for. the death of his fon-in-law, wrought fuch 2i returns iuu 
change in the mind of Auguftus, that he would have adopted f^your 
hkn, had he not abfolately declined that honour, through '^ ^*' 
fear of giving 4lmbrage to Caius % ^ 

In the foltowing: co^fulate of L* iEHus Lamia, and M« 
Servilius, the famous tf^ajiple of the Mother of the Gods at 
Rome was reduced to afhes. In the confulate of Se:xtus 
^ins Catus, and C. Sentius Satumii||fc, Numidia rebelled 9 
but was foon reduced to obedience by raffienus and CoiTus, 
whom Auguftus honored with triumphal enfigns ; that is, 
he allowed theixi all (he privileges and honours which were 
peculiar to triumphant vi£iors % the cuftom of triumphing 
being now laid afide. But the infurredions which this 
year broke put in Armenia, were not fo eafily quelled : the 

^ Suet, in Tib. cap. 13. • Idem. ibid. cap. x j. v Flor. lib. 
iv. cdp. ult. Tacit» Annal. lib. i. cap. 3. Sueton^ m 06lav. cap. 65. 
9 Veil. Paterc. lib* ii. cap* 103. ' Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap, io4« 

. (R) We arc told, that when fea, as one who was privy to all 
the (hip, which brought him his fecrets, and whom he now 
tlie news of his being allowed began to fufpedt, after he had 
to return to Rome, firil appear- for fome years, entertained hint 
ed, he was walking by the fea- as his bofom-friend. He de- 
fide with one Thrafyllus, a fa- ferred the execution of his de- 
mous aftrologer, who alTured fign till the arrival of the (hip, 
him, though the Ibip was at a when, finding the predidion of 
great di^ance, that it brought the allrologer fulfilled, he em- , 
him joyful tidings. The fud- braced liim, and ever after had. 
den appearing of the fhip fkved him in great eHeem, though he 
Thrafy11u8*8 life; for Tiberius pretended himfelf to a great 
had, at that very time, deter- knowlege in Judicial aflrolo- 
jniued to throw him into the gy (i). 

(0 Suet, in Tib. cap, i4« Xiphilin. ex Dion. 

Parthians, 
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the ksf^m ff0o!ys 

Paithiani) notwithitaiiding the treaty concluded a feM^ f(tiii 
before between them aTui the Rdmatt^, invaded that king^ 
dom with a numerous army* Ih confequetlce of this inva^ 
fion, Caiusi who was ftill in Syria, having, with great ex« 
pediiibn, aflembled his forces^ marched againft the enemjti 
atidy penetraclhg into the Heart of Armenia without oppo« 
fition, appeared before Artagera. Upbrt his arrival j onis 
Addoy whom fome call Domnes^ the governor of the ptace^ 
iavited htm to a private intervicwi under pretence that hd 
kad fomethihg to communicate to him of ,thti utmoft im^ 
portance. Caius, not ftifpefting any treacheryy corhplied 
with his requ«ft ; but Addo^ or, as Strabo cdlls him^ Adori 
baving infenfibly drawn the unwary youth, during the con* 
ference, clofe to th<^ wall, wounded bitn, atid retired that 
inftant into the city; IBe Aoman^j provoked at the treachery 
of the barbarian, immediately gate the aflauit oii all fides/ 
took the place by ftorm^ and difmantled it, aftet having 
put the traitor^ ani^ with him, the wh6le garrifon, td 
the fword • (S). The wourid did ndlprot^c mortal f birt 
iieverthelefs Weakened the body, and (bhk the fpifits, of. 
Caius to fuch a degree'^ thiat, aifter Yue h^d driten the Parthi- 
ans ottt of Armenia, atid phctd Artobaf^^nes, hf birth 4 
Mede, on the throne,, he refigited bitfiftlf W an idle and in- 
dolent life, leaving the whole nlfinafgtmei^t of slffkirs to bid 
gfficcrs and lieutenants. Augttftud, who had a sreat defire 
to fee his favourite grandfon, recailled hinfr to Rome; bu^ 
the youtlr, captrratod with the deligbti of that kfi Climate, 
and having many flatterers abottt hiifli who ihade it theit 
conftant fludy to amtife hi» imaginiilitftif^ith Minr pieafuresi 
begged leave to continue in Syria, declaring^ that he had 
ratner live in the itiott remote aflid inhofpitable comer of 

* Idem, ibid; cap lot, Sn-abo^ lib. xi. p. 529. 2oaar. ex Dion. 



, (S) Fkif us rdatts thti evtfrtt 
in the following manner : Do* 
initi>u», Oft whbm tht Idng of 
Parthia had conferred the go- 
vernment of Artaie'jfta, pretenrf- 
iiig a revolt, cafme out to mc^t 
Caius, and delivered into his 
hands a writrng, which j. he faid, 
eontained an account of all the 
Jling's treafvtes ; but vrtiile he 
Was perufing it with great at- 
tention, the traitor^ £^ing a 



f^itiatd concealed ufider hii 
garment, dabbed him ( I )• Sex* 
tiis Rufus foHoWs Florus, and^ 
by ah unpardonable miftaie, 
adds, that the Parthians, by vr^f 
of fatisfa^lioa fof fo bold and 
(Teaeherous an attempt, did theii 
ftrft: give hodages to O^bnrianUs 
Ca^far, and feftored tlie enfigns 
which had be^n taken ffonoh 
CraiTus (a). - 



(1) Flor.libiiv. cap. ult. («) Seat»I^uf« iofireviaf. 
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tkeesdthy than return to Rome. This unexpe^ed i*efufai 

ftupf Auguftus to the heart, Who Jafifted on his returning to 

Italy 9 aiOTuring him, that b$ fiiould there be allowed to foU 

low his owa inclinations. Caiu&j thjeiiefore, with the u|>* 

moil relu£lanc9, Iph Syria y andj (ailing for Lycia, arrived 

at Limyra, a city of that country, where be died foon after^ 

in the tw^ntyrfourth year of his age * (T). Thus was Aur 

guRus, in the fpace of eighteen months* deprived of both 

his grandfons, whom he had adopted, 19 ,Qr<ler to.fuccced 

hinci in the fov^reign power.. His de?.^,; as weU as that Hisdioth., 

of Lucius, is, by fome, imputed to the fecret arts of Xivia^ 

who left no method untried to advance her fon Tiberius to 

the empire 2 but this imputacien is altogether unfupported 

by any kind of evidence. 

Tbci grief of AuguJftus for the deatti of one, whom he Vr. of Fl. 
loved with the feixdernefs of a father, was great beyond ex- ^*55 $• 
prcffion. Livia and Tiberius cndpavoijred to confole him.; y^' ^' 
and on this oqca&^n the artful Livia, who had gained ati ' ^^^* 
ahfolute fway qver iber hufband, pFevaiL9d upon htm to Ttbirius 
adopt her fon Tiberius : however, be adopted at the fame athpadly 
time Agrippa PofthuffiiijiS, the third fon 0/ Agrippa and Jtt- ^g^»*p 
lia, whom he bad hitherto ncglefted^ as a youth of no ^aHicsuBp 
parts, aqd of a;^ wtra£lable temper ; he likewife obliged Tibtriut* 
Tiberius ^ adeipt Germanicus^ the fqn of hia brother Dru* 
(i4Sbt though he h^^ ^ ton of his own. His nephew German 

« Tell. Paterc. lib. ii. cap. to«. 

(T> Tacitus fsyt^ h^ died of imj om require more grief of 

his vcQund as he was returning a mend than of a father (5) ?'^ 

froni ArinoDia(2) ; and Scxtus ThebodyofCaius was convey* 

Ru|u^ that he returned into Sy* ed to Rome, and buried there 

ria^ and 4^4 there ; but Sueto* with great pomp. Bellonius 

nius. Dip Caffius, and Velleius ' tells us, that he faw the tomb 

Patorculus, who ferved under and epitaph of C. Caefar atHa- 

Caius, aifureus, that he died in ma or Bmefain Syria (4) , but 

Limyra in Lycia, on his return that his bones were buried at 

to Rome. Auguilus was ex- Rome, is manifeft from the fol- 

tremelygrievedat his death, and lowing epitaph, which is flill 

compkiDed of Afmius FoHio, to be%en in the Church of tW 

one of his chief favourites, for ^Apoftles, behind.the old temple 

inviting his friends to an enter*- 01 Mmerva.: **' Ofia C. CaBfaris 

taiolaent, while his grief was yet Augufti F. Principis Tu ventutis 

freih. FoUioanfweired^ ^' Ifup- (5): ** The bones of C« Caefar,. 

ped after the fame manner when fon of Auguftus, prince of the 

I lofl my fon Arterius ; and can youth*" 

(1) Tacit» Annal. lib. i. cap. 3. (s) Senac. in Procem. lib. 

tv, de^Controverf. (4) ScUon. Obfflrvat. lib. ii. (5) Vide 

Giuter. Infcripti %^$^ 

nicus 
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litcus wa$ ftow become thi? emperor's grandfon, while fii^ 
own fon Drufus was denied that honour *'. Thefe three 
different adoptions happened on the fifth oF the calends of 
Joly ; and it is remarkabki that Auguftusy in adopting TU 
beriu^) folcmnly fworc before the people, that ** he adopted 
him for the . good of the commonwealth ^." At the fame 
time he conferred on him the tribunitial power, for five 
years, according to fome writers; but according to others^ 
f[>r ten '^. Thus* by the addrefs of Livia« were the higheft 
' bonodrs heaped upoii her fon^ now fole candidate for the 

fttcceffion* 
!n# nnfpi- While Au^ftus tlf ud prcfVx^ed fdr the fucceflion, a dan- 
rt^y of I gerous confpiracy was formed againft his own perfon by 
Ciwta» Cornelius Cinna, grandfon to Pompey by his daughter Pom-» 
peia. As feveral perfons of the higheft rank were engaged 
in the plot, Auguftus was greatly perplexed what meafures 
to take in fo nice an affair. If he ufed rigour, he was afraid 
their friends and relations, who were very powerful, might 
ratfe dangerous difturbances to revenge their deaths ; if hef 
pardoned them, he apprehended his lenity might encourage 
others to the like attempts. In this anxiety he pafied feve^ 
ml nights, without being able to take the leaft reft, or come 
to any refolution. At length Livia, by her refined arti- 
fices, drew from him the true caufe of his difquiet and un<' 
eafinefs-)^ ; and donvinced him, that it was fi^fer, in fo cri«t 
tical a junfture, to ufe clemency than rigour. Purfuant to 
her advice, Auguftus fent for Cinna ; and, taking him into 
bis clofet, charged him with the confpiracy^ named all his 
accomplices, and fliewed himfelf thoroughly informed of 
the place, time, and other circumftances,.on which the 
confpirators had agreed in their laft meeting. Cinna was 
thunder-ftruck when he faw his treafon thus difcovered, 
and himfelf in the power of the perfon whom he fought to 
deftroy, without any poffible means of efcaping the punifh- 
He is par- ment due to his crime. His furprize was ftill greater, when 
duud by Auguftus, inftead of treating him as a traitor, only upbraid- 
Angufiut^ ed him in a eentle manner with ingratitude, reminding him. 
of the many favours he had beftowed upon him, and adding^ 
that he was refolved to conquer his obftinacy.' The em- 
peror forgave him, and all thofe he had feduced inta' the fame 
wicked defigns : ^* And to fliew (faid be) that I am 4n- 
cerely reconciled to you, I now name you conful fbr the 
enfuing* year.** This gerterous behaviour made fuch a deep 
impreiTion upon the mind of Cinna, that he continued, from 

» Vell.Paterc. lib. ii. cap* los.. w Suet, in Tiber. cap.2x« 

^ Dio, lilb. iv. p. 556. \ r Dio, llb,lv« p. 557. 

that 
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Indt time to tne hour of bis death, inviolably aitacbedf tb 
the intereft of Auguftus and bis family *, It was about thi!» 
time^ and perhaps on this dccafion, that the people offered 
Auguftus thfe title of domintis, th^t is, lord^ Or mafter^ 
which he not only fefufed, but publifhed an edift, forbid- 
ding any one to addrefs hlhi under that name ; a name pe- 
ciiliar^ to mafters with refpefl: to their flaves, and therefore 
lio lefs injurious to him than to the Roman people. To^ 
wards the end of this yeat, the people earneftly entreated 
him to recall his daughter Julia ; but he anfwerc;d, that 
he never would confent to their requeft; and, when 
the people were very preffing with him, he could riot 
contain his anger, but, in a violent paffion, wiflied they 
might have fuch wives and fuch daughters. They prevail^- Julia rim 
ed upon him at length to change the place of her confine** moved to 
ment, and to remove her from the ifland to the continent ; ^^''^«^'- 
but he v^ould not by any means fufFei" her to return tb * 
Rome *. 

In the beginning bf the enfiiing year, when Crjt. Cornelius 
Cinna> who had confpired agalnft Auguftus, and L. Valerius 
MelTala, were confuls, Tiberius was fentinto Germany, tb 
complete the conqueft of that Country, and keep in awe the 
feverail nations which had been fome years before fubdued by 
him and his brother Drufus. C. Sentius Saturninus, the 
laft year's conful, an officer of known valour and great ex* 
perience, was appointed to command under him, as he was 
well acquainted with the country, having been formerly 
Augufii^s's lieutenant in thofe parts. Vellpius Paterculus, 
the hMtorian, attended Tiberius in this expedition, and ferv- 
ed under him in quality of praefe£lus equitum, or commander 
of horfe 5 which poft had been held by his father. He tells The ex* 
us, that Tiberius, entering Germany, over-ran the country P^°}^' ?/ 
of the Caninefates, now the province of Utrecht; that, froirt '^^^^"^ *« 
thence, he advanced againft the Attuati and Brufteri, th^ frmanj. 
people of the territory of Munfter, whomhe eiafily reduced j 
that the Cherufci, the inhabitants of the prefent duchies oi 
Brunfwic and Lune|;)ourg, fubmitted at his approach j that 
he made himfelf mafter of all the countries lying on the 
Vifurgis and the Lupias, now the Wefer and the Lyppc ; and 
that, putting his troops into winter-quarters on the banks of 
the Lupias, he returned to Rome towards the end of Decefn- 
bcr, where he was received with loud acclamations •*. 

In this and the following year, Rome was afflifted with a Afamlm 
dreadful famine, infomucn that all foreigners, gladiatorS| in Rome. 

< Scnecrde Clemen, lib. i. cap. 9. p. 318^ ^i^* > Suet, in 

Oaav. cap. 53. Xiphil lib. Iv. ^ Velh Patcrc, lib. ii. cap* 

104> 10S> '^^* 

Vol. XIL O athletae^ 
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atfaletse^or wreftlers, and flaves, except pbyficians and ^fabcl^ 
maftersy were driven out of the city, and ordered to remain at 
eighty miles diftance from the capital, Augultus himfelf 
fending away the greater part of his own Haves and attend- 
ants. On this occafion he doubled his ufual largefles, or« 
dering a certain quantity of corn to be weekly diftributed 
among the indigent citizens, and provifions to be brought 
from Sicily, Sardinia, and the neighbouring countries, at 
the puijlic ekpenc^, and fold at a low rate. Thefe regula- 
tions ftill more endeared him to the people, who were for 
decreeing him new honours, which he abfolutely refufed i 
but the glory which accrued to him from a folemn eriibafly 
fent this year to Rome, in the name of the Parthian nation, 
is greatly celebrated by all the writers of thofe times- The 
Farthians, tired with the troubles that were daily raifed in 
their country by pretenders to the crown, had at length re- 
Gourfe to Auguftus, entreating ^ him to give them a king. 
The emperor, highly pleafed with this embafly, nan^ed Vo- 
nones, one of the fons of Phraates, who had been fent to 
Rome, as we have formerly obferved, commending him both 
to the Parthian ambalTadors, and the Roman governors ia 
the Eaft. The Parthian nobility received him with great 
joy, and placed him on the throne of the Arfacides'^. 

Next ypar, M -^milius Lepidus and L. Arruntius being 
confuls, riberius, returning to Germany, purfued his con- 
quefts with furprifing rapidity, if Velleius his hiftorian^ or 
rather panegyrift, is to be credited. He firft fobdued the 
Chauci (U), the nioft flourifhing and numerous nation of 
Gcrmfiny, and then the Langobardi or Lpmbardi, who 
furpafled In fiercenefs all the inhabitants of (liat vaft conti- 
nent. He over^ran^ and brought under fubjeiStioii, all the 
countries between the Rhine and the Albis^ or the Elbe, 
while his fleet ftrupk terror into the warlike nations horder- 
ing on the ocean ^ and the Roman eni^ghs and eagles were 
revered and adored by numb^rlefs nations, who, till the 
arrival of Tiberius, had never beard of the Roman name *. 

While Tiberius profecuted the war in Germanyj Corne- 
lias CoOus was employed in Mauritania againft the 'Getuli, 
who, revolting from king Juba, maiTacred all the Romans 

c Strab. lib. xvi. p«748. Tacit. Aiirial. i)b« ii. cap. 'ft* Joleph. 
p. 620. ^ Veil. Patera, libii. cap. 104/105, 106 • 

.... . " -* 

(U), The Ghauei inhabited di, that part of the ratcquifiite 

Eaft Frieiland, the counties of of Brandenbi^ing irhich is now 

Oldenburg, and Hoya^ and part called Middlemaick, ind lies 

pf the biiiopnck of Bremen : between tha Elbe and the 

the Longobardi, or Langobar- Oder. 

fettfcd 



etUe4 ip his coi^ntryi and committed fnoft 4readful r^- 
vage9 jn the provinces fuhje^ to ^hat prince, ^iit Co^ii^^ 
matching ^g^inft tfieiii, 4efcated tlje rehel^ wit}i gre^t 
Daughter* ^nd obliged them to fubmit. This year Agrippai A^rittA 
Pofthumiu$, l^avji^g incqrred the (iifpl^afure of jiis gran4^ difgraced 

fatbi?r AttgwftH^i ^ya§ b2ipi|he4 19 the/ifian4 01 '^Ux\^^i^^*^k^Jk^ 
now ^fai^pfa, fn the Mediterranean fj;^-(^ , *^ 

Ncxcye^r, when ^ jLiciniua Nerva and (^ Cs^ciUuj 
MeteUus wer6 confuls, Rome had three dangerous wars to 
inamtain \ og£ irt Germany, ^mother in rahnoni^, and 
the third in iJalmatia. Jn Germany, Marob6di|Us king of 
t}ie M^rgpiyanni (X)s ^ prince of extraordinary ftrength, 
luiCQipmon addreft, great perfpnal courage, and expe- 
rience in military aSairSi haying raifed a jFotmidable army, 
cpn^^ing^pf feyenty thoufand foot, and' four thoufand 
horfe, jfehfc^tened the countries lately* fubdued by Tiberius, 
ns^yf Italy Ififelf, with an invafion. Againft him was fent Tiberius 
Tiberius, who, arriving in Illyricum, divided his numerous /#«/ agminjt 
fofpes inlto two bodies : one he put under the conduft of Mambo^ 
C. Cetttius jSaturninus, who, by Tibcrius's orders, taking ^^* 
his royte through the territories of the Catti, and opening 
himielf ^ paiTage through the Hercynian foreft (Y), brought 
his legjiops to the confines of the Marcomanni, called by the 
anciept$ Bpipbsmi. Tiberius feemed to be unwilling to 
enter .the lifts witb^the king of the Marcomanni ; for, un- 
der y^riQUS pretences, he delayed his march, and conti- 
nued in. Illyricum, as if he were afraid of the enemy, or 
deGg|ip4 ^o protrafl the war. Auguftus was old, and Ti- 
berius kpew how much it would beior his intereft to have, 
at his death, an army under his command ready to fecond 
his aipbitious views ; and therefore pafled great part of the 
fummer in a ftate of ina£tion, at the bead of ^ numerou§ 
find well-difciplined army. 

(AV) Some writers tell us, (X) The Marcomanni inha- 

that Auguflus conceived an ir- bited firft that country which 

reconcileable hatred to him, on lies ' between the Rhin^, the- 

account of fiisirregularandfcan- Danube, the Cochera, andtlie 

dalous life, which he thought Neckat*. From thence they 

ft difgrace to his family. Ta- palled with the Ilarudes and Se- 

citus afcribes the difgrace of duiii into Boiohsemia, now Ba- - 

young Agrippa not to any hernia, and, driving put tb^ 

▼ices of his own, but to the Boii, fejttlcd there, 
art$ 9f^d ambitious views of (Y) The Black ibrell, an^d 

I^ivia, who was *glad to re fordl of Bohenaia^ Were onc^ 

joapye th^e only pcrfon who parts of this Jlercynian for<^, 

fiood in 'her Ton's way to abfo- which extended froni theRhiic 

luce power. as far as bTufcovy. 

O2' M»Va- 
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M. Valerius Meflalinus having, by the cmperor^s ordcff 
led the troops he commanded in Dalmatia and Pannonisr 
into Illyricum) to reinforce Tiberiusy the inhabitants of 
thofe countries confpired to (hake off the yoke, and recover 
their ancient liberties, under the conduct of two chiefs of 
the fs^me name. The two Batos raifed each in his own 
country an hundred thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe« 
flew all the Romans who had fettled in Pannonia or Dal- 
niatia, over-ran the neighbouring countries fubjeft to the 
Romans, and, penetrating into Macedon, committed the 
mod dreadful ravages. The two chiefs had agreed to a£t 
jointly or feparately, as occafion ihould Require, and not to 
lay down their arms till they had delivered their refpc£live 
countries, and all Germany, from the Roman bondage. 
This general and une^cpefted infurreftion filled Rome with 
terror and confufion. The emperor, having aflembled the 
fenate, inftead of lefTening, magnified the danger ; affur- 
ing the confcript fathers, that, unlefs a new army was 
raifed with all poffible expedition, they might in ten days 
fee the enemy at the gates of Rome. Levies were therefore 
made without delay, the veterans were ordered to;retQrn to 
their colours, and not only freed-men, but great numbers 
of flaves, were admitted into the legions. By thcfe means 
a numerous army was raifed, and the command of it given 
to Germanicus the fon of Drnfus, and nephew of Tiberias, 
a youth of extraordinary accomplifhments. Aoguftus left 
the capital, and went to refide at Ariminum ; whence he 
could, with more ieafe and expedition, difpatch orders to 
the two generals, and affift them with his advice in carry- 
ing on 3 war, which he confidered as the moft dangerous 
he had yet been engaged in, the enemy's troops being very 
numerous, well difciplined, and at no great diftance from 
Italy, which, if any misfortune fliould happen either to 
Tiberius or Germanicus, they would not fail to invadct 
and might over-run, before another army could be raifed •• 

jGermanicus was no fooner appointed to command againff 
the' revolted Pannonians and Dalmatians, than Tiberius 
turned his -arms againft them, hoping he fliould be able to 
reduce them before the arrival of Germanicus, whom he 
now beheld as his rival, and therefore would have willingly 
deprived of the glory which might accrue to him from that 
expedition* WithrHbis view, quitting Illyricum, he en- 
camped in the countiy which parted Papnonia from the 
kingdom of Maraboduus, to prevent the conjunAionof the 
Paniionians and the Marcomauni; but Bato, the Panno- 



« Dio, lib. Iv. p. 569, Sc feq. 
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VAZTiy laid fiege to Sirn^ittm (Z) ; and, though defeated bf 
Caecina Severus^ governor of Mcefia, had again recruited 
his army, and obliged Caecina to quit the field. On th« 
other hand Bato, the Dalmatian, laid £ege to Salona (A), 
and though wounded in the attack of the ptace^ yet nriarched 
at the head of his troops to meet Meflalinus, whon> Tibe* 
rius had detached ag^inft him,, gave battle> and defeated 
him. The Roman general being obliged, in his retreat, to 
pafs through certain defiles, was there unexpe£tedly (hut 
up, and furrounded on all (ides by the enemy. Th6 two 
Batos ibon after united their forces, and, encamping on 
Mount Almus, in the neighbourhood of Sirmium, kept that 
place blocked up, and laid the country under contribution^ 
Tiberius detached Rhymetalces, a petty king of Thrace, 
againft thenif who |;ained fome inconfiderable advantages, but 
wasiiot able to diuodge them, though joined by A". (Caecina, 

Sovemor of Mqefia, at the head of a confiderable body of 
lOman troops* At length Tiberius marched againft them 
in per(bn ; but the enemy, upon the news of his approach, 
abandoned their poll, and» dividing their numerous forces 
into feveral fmall bodies, retired by different ways into Ma- 
cedon, committing dreadful ravages in all the countries 
through which they pafTed. As winter drew near, Tiberius 
did not purfue them ; but Rhymetalces, and his brother, 
Rafcipolis, at the head of the Thracian auxiliaries, coming 
up with them, on the confines of Macedon, gave them a total 
overthrow ^ 

At the approach of winter, Tiberius returned to Rome, 
where M. Furius Camillus and Sextus Nonius Quin£iilianus 
were foon after raifed to the confulate. During their ad- 
miniftration, ambafiadors came to Rome, both from the 
Jews and Samaritans, to accufe Archelaus, to whom Au- 
guftug had given the half of his father Herod's kingdom, 
under the name of ethnarchy, of mal-adminiftration, ty- 
ranny, arid opprefCon. Archelaus being cited to Rome, Arehelaus 
to anfwer the charge brought againft him, and not being depofidand 
able tp juftify himfelf before the emperor, he was depofed, ^Anijbtd 
and bariifhed to Vienne in Gaul, where he ended his days. 
Archelauj? being banifhed, Auguillus appointed Publius Sul- 

^ Die, lib. Iv. p. 569-^571. Vel). Patercul. Hb. ii. cap. \\^%ic> 

(Z) Sirmium, now Sirmifch, called them into thofe parts, 

was, in former times, the me? (A) Salona, one of the chief 

tropolis of Pannonia Inferior, cities of Illyricum, ftood on the 

and the place which the empe- Adriatic Tea, at a fmall didance 

rors choie for their refidence, from the prefent city of Spa- 

whftn the afiairs of the empire lato. 

O 3 pitiua 
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{ntiu^ ^ifintufe to bfe prcfident of Syria j ihd fcnt him into 
he £aft to fei^e on the countries of Judiaea, Idtim^ea, and 
JuJ^a ri' Samaria, which were naw reduced to a Roman p^rovince^ 
diutd to a Coponiusj a Roman knight, was fcnt to talce upoh hiiii tlio 
RomM government of them, with the title of procurator of Judaea. 
frowncf. ipj^^fp officers, arriving at Jerufalem, feized all Archela(is*$ 
cffefts and treafures, purfaant to the fentence paired*a!gainft 
Jiim by Auguft'us, and, having aboliflied the Jewidi polity-, 
introduced the Roman in its (lead. Coponius aflli^ied, itt 
Ihe name of Auguftus, the adminiftration, but in fuliordi- 
Viatiori to the prcfident of Syria, Judaea being "mad^ a part 
of that province. Thus was the powder of life and d^atl^ 
taken from the Jews, and placed wholly in the Rom^n pro- 
curator and his fubordinate officers. All taxes wtre hence- 
forth paid immediately to. the Roman emperor'; and the 
Jews might now fay with truth, what they wei^e It^rd tb 
fay fome years after ; ** We have no king but Caefar ^.** 
Germani' Early in the fpring Tiberius and GermanicUs took the 
cusgams gclj^ the former iagainft the Pannonians, and the latter 
ti^es over againft the Dalmatians. We read of no great advantages 
theDalma* gained by Tiberius ; but Germanicus obliged the Dalma- 
tians, tians to quit the field, and flielter themfel ves behind tht^ walla 

of their cities and caftles, fome of which he befieged and took. 
While they were thus prcffed by Germanicus, a famints 
began to rage all over the country, and was attended by va- 
rious diftempers, arifing from their feeding on herbs and 
roots to which they were not accuftomed. In this extre- 
mity Bato, chief of the Dalmatians, began to think of fub- 
The p^U hnittirig; and accordingly fent deputies to treat with Tibe- 
ffi^/itf^ ^jyg^ ^i^Q received both them and Rato himfelf, when he 
appeared before him the next day, in a very obliging man- 
ner. The Ronrian afked him from his tribunal, whac had 
reduced him to revolt, and perfift fo long, and with fuch 
bbllinacy, in his rebellion againft Rome : " The Romani, 
(ahfwered Bato) inftead of (hepherds,to proteft and defend 
US fend wolves to devour us.*' The kind treatment he met 
with from Tiberius made fuch an impreffion Upon his mind, 
ihat he was eafily prevailed upon to turn his arms againft 
his name-fake and ally, whom he defeated, and inhumanly 
murdered, hsjvin'g perfuaded the garrifon of a caftle, to 
which the unfortunate Pannonian had fled after the battle, 
to betray him into his hands Upon hia death tht greater 
^;,rt of thfe Pannonians fubmitted K 

t Vide Strah. lib. xii. p. ^i^, Dio. lib. It. p. 56*1. }D(^ph. Antiq. 
lib. xvii. cap. 15. & de Bell. Judaic, lib. ii. ^ Dio, Hb.lvi. p. 

570j 571. Veil. Paterc.ibid. 

When 
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When Adguftus heard of the ftibmiflfoft 6f one Bsrtoj thi 
the dc^A of Ae 6ther, he lift Atifninnm, arid retumtfd t# 
Rome, where great complaintd ^ere made to him by thi 
knights, ligainft the law Mrhieh he had pubiiibed fome years 
b^for^, l^bncefi^ing vufltafried perfon^^ arid fuch ae had no 
.children. The kni^ht6, Whofc averiion to marriage prGM. 
ceeded ifrom the iobfoiefs of Aeir ii^cs, were t!ery preffin J 
with thfe emperor jo get this law aboHfhed. Thus folicited^ 
Augnfttis affembled the whole body of knights, and de» 
claimed with great vehemence againft celibacy. Far from 
complying with the defires of thofe who had an averfion to 
marriage, he doubled the rewards and privileges of fuch as 
had children, and laid heavy fines on all unmarried perfons ; 
allowing them, liowcver, the term of a year, in which 
Ipace, if they complied with the law, they were to he f re^ 
from the penalty. This edift obliged all men to marry at 
a certain age, cftabliflied great exemptions and privileges to 
fuch as had children, and laid heavy fines on all who, after 
a certain age, continjied fingle. It wa? called thePapian-Po- Tht Papi^ 
paean law, becaufe enabled by the coftfuls M. Papitis Mutilus «»*^^M^* 
and f^Popajus Secundus, to whom the confuls of this year^ '^^ 
C. Sulpitius Camerinus and C* Poppxys.Sabinus, had re- 
figned the fafpes, after having held them only £\x months. 
It was al(b called the Julian law^ having been.publiihed by 
AuguftUs's order, who was of ;the Julian family. For t)i« 
farther encouragbnent of marriage', Auguftus abrogated the 
Voconian ]aw(B), forbidding married women to receive 

any ' 

(B) Nothing was mor^ eom- having tbemfelves in. their fa* 
ttion, before the publication of .miltes with great baughtinefs^ 
this law, than for men to give To remedy thiseTil, Q^ Voco*- 



exceffive legacies to women, and 
to leave them by will the whole 
eftateoif a wealthy family. One 
pf the lawsof the Twelve Tables 
knpowered all eitisens to appoint 



nius, tribune of the people, 
drew up a new law, which hie 
at laft got^jpaHed in the-comitia. 
The chief heads of .this law 
were : x* Every cittxen was.for« 



whomsoever they pleafed to be bidden to mdie any woman, uni 
their heirs, without regard to fex verfal legatee, even an only 



or relations, This law was at- 
tended with inconveniences ; 
^bauchery was increafed, and 
h became more cafy to debauch 



daughter not except, a. A 
daughter's fortune, after the 
death of her father, was to be 
proporooned to his eltate, or to 



A fex who are not always deaf be pro rata of what he had left, 

to their intereft. Betides, it according to the eiUmation of 

was no unconomon thing to fee |)rudent men; and, generally 

women, who were by legacies fpeaking, the daughter was al- 

becorrte richer than their hiuf- lowed only one fourth of lier 

bands, infulting them, and bo- father's eUate. 3. It was enad* 

O + cd, 
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any legacies above a certain Cam ; ^et* tbat be migbt not 
jToem to difcourage eyeq tbe .appearance of virtue^ he ber 
itowed upon fuch women a$ had vowed perpetual virginity 
the fame rewards and privileges as upon mothers ^f 

During thefe.tranfa£tions at Rom? the ., war broke out 
jigain in Dalmatia and.Pannonia; Bato, who had fub- 
mitted the year before, being the ring-leader of th? revoltji 
whether upon fome new provocation, or merely from tb? 
ficklenefs of his temper, we know not. ^Germanicus, who 
had acquired a perfe£i knpwlege of the country, and of the 
manner of fighting in ufe among the labels, was ordered 
to lead the fame legions againft them which he had before 
commanded. He opened the campaign with the fiege of 
Rhsetinum, a ftrong city in Dalmatia, yrhere he was ^n im- 
minent danger of periming, with the greateft part of his 
^rmy ; for the inhabitants having, after a faint refiftance, 
abandoned the town, and retired into the citadel Germa'? 
nicus» at the head of hisjlegions, entered the place, in or- 
der to attack the citadel ; but while the Jlomans were plant- 
ing their machines and ladders^ they faw themfelves fud- 
denly fu^rouncled by flan^csj the inhabitants having filled 

h nip, lib. Ivi. p. S73-r-57S.* 



ed, that all the legacies of the 
teftator ihould not exceed one 
half of his e{bite(6). This 
teftamentaiy law had heen pre- 
ceded by another, which C. 
Furius, tribune of the people, 
had got pafled, and whiph was 
thence called the Furian law. 
It forbad, according to Ulpian, 
Fomponius, and Judinian, any 
Roman citizen to leave, by le- 
gacy, above the value of one 
thoufand afes to any one perfon, 
«iid, at the lame time, con- 
d|emned the legatee to pay four 
times the fum which was given 
him above. what the law uipu- 
}ated; fo that the Voconian 
law ought to be looked upon as 
a fupplement to this, which was 
probably grown out of ufe in 
the time of Q^Voconius . Cato, 
the cenfor, made a fpeech in 

(6) Cic» dc Finibns, & Verrina i.. Aul. Gcll. No^. Attic, lib. xx 
cap. 10. Paediao in Varr. i. (7) Cic. de Sened, 

their 



^vour of the Voconian law, 
which he inferted in his book 
pe Origtnibus, and whidi was 
in being in Livy's time. There 
are fome fragments of it flill ex- 
tant in Aulus Gellius. Cicero, 
fixes, the paiSng of the Voco* 
nian law to the year of Rome 
c84t when Quintus Marcius 
Philippus, and Cneius Servilius 
Caepio were confuls (7). From 
that time it continued in force 
to the reigu of Auguflus, who 
revoked it in favour of Livia, 
to whom he was reiblvcd, as 
DioCa£Sus informs us, to der 
vife by will great p^rt of his 
eflate ; but that liiflorian Speaks 
fo ambiguoufly otthe Voconian 
law, that he has given the civi* 
lians occaiion to put different 
interpretations upon it. 
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tbelf boufe$ ^th all forts of combullible materials hsfot^ 
fhey abandoned themi ^nd appointed fome refolute perfonf 
Xq fet fire to them wben the Romans ihould have entered^ 
The lej;ionaries> to avoid the fire, furrounded the citadel^ 
which nood at fon^^ diftapce from the houfes : in avoiding on^ 
kind of death (hey met with another ; for the befieged di& 
charged fo many darts» arrows, and ftgnes^ that the groun4 
was in an xnilapt covered with heaps of dead bodies* la 
(his extremity the Romans attempted to fcale the fortrefs ; 
but met with fuch a vigorous refinance as dilheartened 
them : nothing, therefor^, now remainedi but to attempt 
a retreat through the ^ames $ and this they efFeAed, though 
with great lofs, many of them being cruihed by the ruins 
of the hpufeS] fufibcated by the fmoke, or deftroyed by the 
fire, which, with great violence, flamed out of the houfes 
on either fide the ftreets through which they pafied. 

In the night: the befieged abandoned the fortrefs, yrhich 
began to tal^e Qre, and concealed themfelves in the neigh- 
bouring woods. Qermanicus, having waited till both the H€ridii<9§ 
city and citadel were reduced to afhes, led his legions agalnft fi^irmlci" 
3eretium, another city of great importance in the fame ^^« 
country, which he inyefted, and reduced in a (hort time, 
though Tiberius had in vain attempted the reduction of it 
the year before- Being encouraged with this fuccefs, and 
f^o enemy appearing in the field, he divided his army into 
feveral bpdies, and, laying fiege to different places at the 
fame time, made himfelf mailer of mofl of their fortified 
towns. In jthe mean time Auguftus, impatierit to fee this 
war elided, ordered Tiberius to march hkewife into DaU 
matia, and haflen the fjnal reduction of that country. Ti«» 
heriu^ imn^ediately virent in fearch of Bato, who had under 
his comn^and ^ confiderable body of Pannonians and Dal* 
matians ; and finding him in the neighbourhood of Ande- 
nviXtiy or Andetrium (C), a (trong caitle, fituated on a fleep 
and inacceffible rock, offered him battle ; but Bato, declin- 
ing an engagement, retired into the caftle^ and pofled his 
(roops on the tops of the neighbouring mountains. 

Tiberius boldly advanced through the narrow pafTages, Thifiig§ 
among the mountains, to the foot of the rock on which An- ^.^*^- 
detrium ftood, with a defign to befiege it \ but was greatly Tj^J^^^ri 
alarmed when he faw himfelf furrounded by the enemy, 
who, defcending from the mountains, had feized on the de- 
files, and by that means cut oflF his retreat. He expelled ^^ j* ''** 
to find at Andetrium the Caudine Forks; and he muft have !p|!J^f '* 
Inevitably periibed with his whole army, had the Dalma* ^^^^^^ 

(C) l^ow CUfla, 
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tians fhcwcd' as much bravery and refolutipn as the Sam* 
tiites difplayed on thfe like occafion ; biit wliile Tiberius de- 
fpa?rcd of being able either to retire or advance, the Dalma<< 
tians, feized wth a panic, abandoned their pofts, and, re- 
treating in diforder to the tops of their mountains, left all 
the avenues open to the Roman general, who advancing 
u4thout opponcion to the foot of the rock on which the caf- 
Vle (tood, fummoned it to furrender. Bato, finding be coul4 
not depend upon hfs men, refolved to capitulate. Leaving 
the caftle in the night, he delivered himfclf up to Tiberius, 
who received hitn with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and allowed him to retire, after he had folemnly promifed 
never to bear arms againit the Romans. But the garrifon 
of Andetrium ftitl refitted, and the place was not taken till 
after repeated aflaults, in which great numbers of the Ro- 
mans loft their lives. At length they furrendered upon ho^ 
jiourable terms, which Tiberius religioufly obfcrved ^ 

At the fame titne Germanicus reduced Arduba, a town 
tioi inferior in ftrength to Andetrium, and defended by a$ 
numerous a garrifon ; but the redudlion of that important 
place was more owing to the difagreement which reigned 
among th)^ inhabitants, than to the valour of the Romans j^ 
for the greater part of the citizens being for furrcndering, 
and fubmittii^g to the yoke, the women, more fond of their 
ancient hws and liberties than the nacn, joined fome'Ro* 
man deferters, and falling upon their hiifbands, made a 
great flaughter of them. At laft, the men prevailing, they 
fubmttted ; and the unhappy women, difdaining to outlive 
the lofs of their liberty, either threw themfelves headlong 
from the walls, or, fetting fire to their houfes, confumed 
themfelves and their children in the flames. The^ the two 
Roman generals, uniting iheir forces, over^ran all Dalma* 
tia and Pannonia,* reftonng every where peace and tran- 
quility, and obliging the inhabitants to deliver up theif 
arms, and return to their former employments. 

The war being ended, to the great fatisfaftion of Au* 
guftus, Tiberius and Germanicus returned to Rome, where 
they enjoyed triumphal honours ; and two triumphal arches, 
by a decree of the fenate, were to be erefted in Panno- 
nia, and adorned with magnificent trophies. Germa- 
nicus was allowed to ftand for the confulate before he 
attained the age required in other candidates, and to vote 
in the fenate before the fenators of confular dignity. As 
for Tiberius, it was decreed, that bis fon Drufus, though 
. bt had-iro Ihare in the* war, fliouldbe admitted intp the fe- 



» Die, lib. Ivi. pf 578-^581. 
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ll^te, ,%M hav6 tli^f rivi^ge to deliver )m d^!Aioh, ifreir lit 
bad.eteeuted the cfSce df qo^o^i bef(»t thofe wh^ hdd 
been ptitetof s *?. 

The jby vt^hi^h th& tiOfUl iH&d^ioh tff PiUtttonia atid O4U 
lAsitiu OteaSoltl^d i^ Ro^fiie Wa6 chiitigt^d into the d\iepdft 
iii^t^ncholy, by the $fmdl neiT^ of the entire defeat df 
QjiintiHuB Vaf^fe by tht Oelthaitd Uftdfer the conduft of Ar- 
iiM^m^, The G^rtfiahfe, htfmt the iwtivkl of Varus, had bfe* 
^11 to beSfr Iht yo^e whb kft tielU^aflcfe -j they h&d quieifed 
thdr fofeftd, bftilt foWe cities, ^htvt they lived ifx a focial 
jnaiifier, under the |)i?c(ltffti0n of the Rotnati taws 5 aftdj 
forgetting their native ferftCttyi had for fome time applied ^tntUius 
ttiltmffelves to the pe«ceable ^rts of huibaAdry. But the ex- ^''r*' P^^' 
tOVtitefn and raping bf Ails Ht^ gorefnor revived in that Wfrr^ 'cn^mans 
Hke nation their indent Jove of liberty, eilranged theif by his gx* 
mi^de frodi llof^ei ai^ infpired them with an eager defire tortien. 
of fliakiflg off a tyranny whf<:h they could no Ioniser endure. 

Attiong the Gertiiari* was k youflg nobleman <rf extra*- ArmikHtt 
{yfdinary partis, and gte^t valoti^> named Artnih^us. H« T^j^^^ 
was thefohdf Sigirfier, on^ of the rtioft poxverful lords of theC^ 
the Cih;t}) had ferved ^ith great reputiltion in the 'Roman froM i^ 
iirmies, and been hortoufedby Auguftus with the privilege RomoM 
of a Roman citizen, and the title df knight. ^ But the love y^^^* 
iff his country prevaiHiig over all other confiderations, he , 
lefOlVfed to improve the (general difcdnterit which reigned iti 
the nation, to the advantage of his countrymen, and deliver 
theth from bondage. With this view he engaged, by meatjs Hi/firs up 
bf his friends and emiffaries, in a confpiracy againft the ^^' ^""^ • 
ftofti^hs, the chief fords and leading meh of all the nations ^^^ ^^^ 
between the Rhine an4 the Elbe. In order to draw Varul Romans. 
to a diftance from this laft river, by which he could always 
feeeive fuctours from Gaul, he fu^efted to him the ne- fUs trea'^ 
treffity of Ihewing himfelf to the inhabitants of the more chry, 
diftaht provinces, of iidminifteringjuftice, and accuftoming 
them, by his example, to live after the Roman manner. 
Vartfs readily came ihto the propttfal of the crafty Armi^ 
hius ; and, quittihg the neighbourhood of the Rhine, 
ittarthed into the cOUrttry bf the Chetufci. There he made .. 
it hi« whole bufmefe tb tivilize the Barbarians, by intro- 
ducing amohg them the Roman laws and manners. He 
was continually employed -in hearing caufes, and deciding 
civil cbntroverfies 5 infomuch that his tent looked more like 
the tribunal of a praetor than the pr«toriuth of a general. 
This was, indeed, a more fuitable employment to the genius 
pf Varus, than military expeditions ; not that he wanted 

k Dio, & Yell. Patercui. ibid. 
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courage, but becaufe he loved his eafe, and thought he 
could better tame the Barbarians by ailing as a lawgiver 
than as a general. In the mean time, the confpiracj being 
' ripe for execution^ and the Germans ready to rife upoii the 
firft notice, Arminius, under pretence of clearing the high** 
ways of robbers, and keeping fome places in awe, perfuaded 
Varus to fend out feveral detachments ; by which means 
bis army being weakened^ fome diftant nations in Geiman|f 
lofe up in arms, by Arminius's dire£tions9 while thofcj^ 
through, which he was to pafs In marching ag^nft tfaem^ 
pretended to be in a ftate ot profound tranquility, and ready 
tp join the Romans againft their rebellious countrymen* 

Varus upon the firft news of the revolt^ marched with 
three legions, a confideraUe body of borfe, and fix cohorts, 
to reduce the rebels^ attended by Arminitts and his father 
Sigimer, as guides, who led him into a thick foreft, fur- 
rounded on all (ides with fteep hill^, and marihy grounds^ 
T»rm^ifd There> while the legionaries were employed in cutting down 
kis ^}^^' trees to open themfelves a pafiage through the foreft, and 
^2fy^ entirely oflF their guard, a great body of Germans unex- 
roimdedU pediedly appeared, and, difcharging upon them a ibower 
of dartSj( killed a great number before they could rally, and 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence. They formed them- 
iblves, at lafl:, in order of battle, as well as the ground 
would allow; but a heavy rain falling, which rendered 
their arms almoft ufelefs> and the Barbarians pouring upon 
them hourly in crowds, they attempted to retire to a neigh 
bouring valley- Finding ail the avenues blocked up with 
numerous bodies of the enemy, they were forced to con^ 
tinue all that night, and the next day^ exppfed to the darts 
ahd arrows of the Erarbanan^* 
Farus and In this extremity Varus, being dangeronfly woundedt 
«wy? of the p^^ 3j^ g,^^ to his life ; and moft ofthe chief officers, fcora-r 
^•7them^ *"8 ^** outlive their general, or tp be n^ade prifoners by the 
filvts. Barbarians, followed his example* The greateft pa^Tt c^ the 
cavalry cut their way through the enemy fword in hand, 
and made their efcape ; with them Vala t^umonius, one ojF 
Varus's lieutenants, abandoning the foot, wbich be comr 
manded, arrived fafe at the Rhine, where he foon afteir pe- 
rifhed as a deferter, but of what kind of death our author 
has not thought fit to acquaint us. Cefonius, another of 
Varus's lieutenants, after the retreat of the cavalry, the 
death of Varus, and moft of the other officers, was for 
Surrendering at difcretion. This motion cod him his lifeil 
Sot he was immediately tried as a coward by the furviving 
officers, fentenced to death, and executed. A very fmall 
number of the Jegionaries, and fcarce any officers, being 

left 
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left alive, the enemy fell upon the baggage. In the mean 
time the Roman trumpets founding, probably to call thofe 
together who were difperfed in the foreft, the Barbarians 
imagined that Afprenas, who was quartered at a fmall dif- 
tance from that neighbourhood, was come to the afliftance 
of his countrymen ; and therefore they retired in the night) 
and gave the few legionaries, who outlived that fatal day^ 
an opportunity of faving themfelves by flight. Thus were Mofieftht 
three complete legions, and fix cohorts, almoft entirely cut ^gi^ariet 
oS\ the greateft overthrow, if Velleius is to be credited, '"^ 
the Romans had received ever fince the defeat of Craflus by 
theParthians'. 

The legions that periihed on this occafion were the beft Yr. of FI. 
of the whole empire for valour, difcipline, and experience ; . **5'* 
fo that the news of this lofs threw the city into the utmoft j^'q ' "| 
confternation. Auguftus, upon the firft advice of fo dread- ' 
fill and unexpected an overthrow, tore his garment^ and, in rheconetrn 
a phrenzy, beat his head againft the wall, crying out, ^^ Re- ofAugiif^ 
ftorc the legions, Varus ! This ejaculation he repeated '*'• 
occafionally in the tra^f ports of his grief for feveral months^ 
letting his hair and beard grow, and abandoning himfelf en- 
tirely to grief and forrow : however, he did not forget to 
provide, with all poflible care, for the fafety of Rome and 
Italy \ he placed guards in all quarters of the city, to pre* 
vent tumults and difturbances ; h6 raifed new levies, oblig- 
ing all the Roman youth, who were able to bear arms, to 
lift themfelves, confifcating the eftates of fuch as refufed to 
give in their names^ and even thresltening the moft refrac- 
tory with death : Auguftus voWed the great games to Ju- 
piter, a ftep which had been formerly taken in the wars 
with the Marfi and Cimbri ; and never, forgot this fatal day, 
but obferved it for the remaining part of his life as a day of 
mourning. 

As the emperor afcribed this fatal overthrow to the anger 
of the gods, and gavp credit to feveral pretended pro- 
digies (D), his fears were not quite removed till the enfu- 

IDio, p. 58i<«585. Vel. Paterc. lib. ii» cap. ii7« Tacit. Annal. 
lib. i. cap. 62. 

(D) The temple of Mars was wards that country, changed its 

ilruck with lightning : a fwarm poflure, and turned its face to- ^ 

of gralhoppers appeared near the wards Italy. Thefe pretended 

city, and were difperfed by the prodigies gave the old emperor 

f wallows : great rocks fell from great uneafinefs, which was not 

the top of the Alps, and Are was removed till the next year, 

feen to ilTue out of the ground when Tiberius entered Qer- 

iD various places: a ftatue of many at the head of a numerous 

Vidpry, on the confines of Ger- army* 
many, with iu face turned to* \ing 
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ittS y«ar» wiicn Tiberius, i^fter the qkaion of tjx^ new cdn* 
fuls, p. CorneUu? DolabeUa ftttd C, Junius Sij^niis, k^ving 
Rome, paflfed tl^e Alps^ gndi jsnjtcring Germany, obliged 
the rebels, thoiigb elated ^ith their late fucqefs^ to retire 
from the melgbbourhpQd of the Rbine^ ^4 1^7 a^4^ all 
tjiougbtg of raifing diftiirbance3 in G^ui- . In tjie Igtti^r i?pd 
qf the year he celebrsited the birth-day of Auguftus in hi$ 
camp with public g?ipies, and thep retired tq Rome *". 

This year the poet Ovid wa^ banished to Toipos (E), pn 
ipme ac/;:ount which we cannot explain $ probably for ipi^ 
puA^nl intryfion into the privacies of Augyftu?, as h^ \iits^ 
felf hints in his Triftia". The pretence Augu^u$ pRia4f 
vfe of for baniihing himi wa39 the tafcivious books h^ had 
written of the Arj of Love \ whence Sidonius ApoUinsMfi^t 
and others, afcribe his difgrace to the lewdnefs of hia ijEmf^i, 
as he does himfelf, in fevej-^J plagi^ qf h.i$ workSi out of 
complaifaoce to" Auguftug, and tQ prftv.ent ^jxy farther iff- 
<5iiirieSf It i^ very Certain, itbat ^ wsM9 \n high faygur wjth 
Augwftus long after be had pgblifhed hi* l^Qoks of Iqf^ ; for 
whieh we cannot believe ^at th^ ^i^pefQi? would hair^ m« 
flj(3:ed fo fevers % puniiOtweo/t, ^ft^r .himfelf h^d written 
verfes of .that jeiat-wre, if)m» /^ yfbiok . have re^hed q^t 
times, and are jriota &Andalous i;baii an^ we re^^d in 
Qvid. jy hate.v.er waft tb« true .cai^ ^ bits difgraQc ^^d 
baniib^sent, he wafi cwfiuqd to sn inhqCpitable cUmjit?, 
and there lived to the hoM^ ftf .hl5.d«ftt^l, without ev/?r be* 
ing able to prevail .upoo .«he emperor,, either by his frkpds, 
or hi$ affeaingiettejrg, to mitigate riiie rigour of ^ firft 
fentence, by lemiCH'iM him/to a fl^oie ^friendly climate. . 

Ne»t year, M. JSmiX\3i& I^qpidus jind T, Statilius Taurus 
J}Qing confuls, Auguftus>puhUfl»Qdan edi6;» forbidding^ 
flugurs, aftfologers, VJd fortuneHteUec^, iQ ptter, .eitbei .i» 

private or in public, predi£i:ions concerning the death p£ ^y 
perfon whatever i not that he was under any apprehcn- 
^on himfelf, fays our biftgrianf for heihad caufed his nati^ 
vity.tQ be cakulatfid, aod publicly. en^ofed, but pn agcount 
of the difturbances which thofe impoftors had occafioned 
in fome noble families. He like wife revived the edi£l fb{i* 

?n Pio, jWd. p. ^^. 7» Qvifj. Tn<l^ Jib.'ii. ^ Auguft. • 



(E) Topoos, Tomi, or Tp- 
.mis, ftopd OR the J^u:sinc feji, 
.aod was ^}>e ipetrppoJjsQf Lpyv- 
.i?r Moefia. TJ^c J^n^ieot city pf 
^TQipos i$ ^t prefect, aGCording 
,^p Ni^er, ca]]e.d GQrjft^;)tia ; 
according' to Coelius Calcagi)i- 



.1)1^$, Td^efiiyaer ; according to 
.O^pfanigf^ JLip>v or JfCiovia; 
,%W^ bpipgj in the neighbour- 
.hood pf thi5 [^ city, a I^ 
called by the inhabJt.^nts Ovi- 
,duve-,je?ieroj tbax i?, Ovid*a 
l3ke. 
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bidding any of the equeftrian order to fight in the arena ^ 
threatening fuch as flioujd dare to tranfgrefs it with in- 
famy, the confifcation of their eftates, and even death. He 
Extended his care to the diftant provinces^ ordering that ua 
public honours fhould be beftowed on the governors fent 
thither, during the time of their adrainiftration, nor within 
iixty days after their departure. The haughty and impe- 
rious behaviour of fome proconfuls and propraetors gave rife 
to this edicl ; the emperor judging, that extraordinary ho- 
nours infpired them with pride, and made them look upon 
thofe over whoni they were placed with an eye of contempt. 
As there were this year fixteen perfons of diftinftion who 
flood for the prsetorfhip, Auguftus,' unwilling to difguft any' 
of the candidates, named them all to that dignity; but nexf 
year reduced their number again to twelve. He raifed 
Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by his firft wife Vipfania 
Agrippina, to the quaeftorfliip, though he had not yet attain- 
ed the age required for the difcharge of that employment ; 
and named Germanicus conful for the enfuing year^. He » 

afterwards fent both Tiberius and Germanicus into Ger- Ttbiriui 
many, at the head of two very numerous armies ; but, ^^^ Oer^ 
during the whole campaign, they^did nothing which hifto- ^^i^"' 
rians have thought worth recording ; they paffed the fum- Cgrman 
mer on or near the banks of the Rhine, contenting them- 
felves with keeping the Germans at a diftance, and pre- 
venting them from invading Gaul. About the middle of 
the autumn they Tepafled the Alps, and returned to the 
capital, without having even attempted the reduftiori of 
the provinces which had (haken off fhe yoke, and brought 
fo dreadful a calamity upon Rome, Upon their return, Tiktrm 
Ai4guftus honoured Tiberius with a triumph, which had ^rUmphu 
been refufed, when he had a better claim to it p. 

Auguftus, not being able, on accdunt of his great age, Yr. of Fl. 
to Bear the whole burden of publig affairs, named Tiberius a«^o- 
for his colleague in the fovereign power; inverting him ^'J?' !*• 
with a much more ample and extenfive authority than he ' * ^ o» 
had ever granted to his fon -in-law and faithful minifter hajfodaui 
Agrippa. The decree, which the confcript fathers paffed touh Au^ 
in favour of Tibfcrius, was couched in the following terms : S^f**' '« 
.** At the requeft of the people of Rome, we grant to Caius '^f/'^'* 
Julius Caefar Tiberius the fame authority over the pro- ^^'^^^^ 
tinces, and all the armies of the Roman ftate, which Au- 
guftus has held, which lie ftill retains, and which we pray 
the gods he may long enjoy ^.'* This decree, which put 

^ Dio» ibid. p« 586. P Dip, p. 5S6. 9 Veil. PatercuK lib. ii* 
cap. III. 

Tiberius 
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Hbenus upon a level with Auguftus^ was propofed, ac«* 

cording to Suetonius ^, by the conful3« no doubtj at the re* 

queft) or rather ^y the cooimand, of Auguftus. Next year, 

Gernlariicus Caefar and Fonteius Capito being coiifuls, Au- 

liheh guftus> by a fpecial edidl, declared the authors of all lam-^ 

bought poons» and fatirical writings, attacking or blackening the 

mrniir iht reputation of any perfon whatever, guilty of high treafon, 

^yf^fma" j^jjj punilhable with death. In the times of the republic* 

■'^* aftions indeed were punifhed, fays Tacitus, but words 

virtxt, free ; Auguftus was the firft who brought libels under 

the penalties, of the law of majefty, or of treafon* 

Towards the end of this year, Auguftus wrote two let- 
ters, one to the fenate, recommending Germanicus to the 
confcript fathers, and another to Tiberius, recommending the 
fenate to his refpeft and attention. In his letter to the fe- 
nate, he begged the fathers not to be at the trouble of wait- 
ing upon him, according to their cuflom, at his houfe; 
adding, that he hoped they would difpenfe with him for 
not attending in the fenate-houfe as formerly, fuch. an 
attendance being very inconvenient to him on account of 
his age : he defired, they would appoint him twenty coun- 
fellors out of their body, with whom he might advife ia 
matters of importance relating to the Aate. The fenate 
readily granted his requeft, and decreed, that whatever he 
fliould refolve upon with the twenty fenators afligned him, 
the confuls for the year, the confuls ele£l, and his adopted 
fon and nephew, fhould have the fame force as if voted and 
Allg^fiu$ pailed in the fenate*. In the following year^ when C. 
rinses ftts Sillus and L. Munacius Fiancus were confuls, the fourth 
urmofun i^n^ of his ten years bising near ended, he accepted, with 
'jS^h^imi. feeming reluftance, of the government of the republic for 
ten years longer ; and, at the fame time, renewed the tri- 
* bunitial power in favour of Tiberius, for the fame term ^ 
He impowered Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, to ftand for the 
confulate after two years, though he had not yet^difcharg- 
ed the office of praetor ; but, as both he and Germanicus 
had places in the fenate, and it was natural to fuppofe, that 
their fentiments were thofe of Auguftus, which none of 
the confcript fathers would venture to contradid, he order* 
ed them not to vote, or declare their opinion^ in fuch 
matters as were debated by the confcript fathers. Auguftus, 
having thus fettled matters at home, and made his will, 
which he delivered to the Veftal virgins, refolved once 
more to attempt the redudiion of Germany. 

t Suet, in Tiber. & Tacit. Annal^ lib. i. cap. 3* < Dio, ibid, 

p. 5S8.. _ ^ Idexn, ibid. 

With 
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With this view, he raifed two numerous armies^ oiig td 
be commanded by Tiberius,* and the other by Germanicus* 
The latter was ordered to marclyhi^ year into Gaul, and Si/td} (iif 
from thence td invade the countries, which, at the inftiga-'* manicus 
tion of Anninius, had withdrawn their obedience from '"'^ ^'^* 
Rome. Tiberius wa^ appointed to lead his army into Illy- **'*?'* 
ricuni, and penetrate on t^at fide into the kingdom of Ma* 
roboduus, which the Romans had not yet fubdued. Au- 
guflus, however, kept him at Rome all this, and part ot 
the following year, when Sextus Pompeius, and Sextus 
Apuleius were raifed to the confulate 2 the fdrmer was 
grandfon to the famous'Sextus Pompeius, whofe War with 
Auguftus we have related : his colleague Apuleius was one oi 
the emperor's chief favourites, and is faid to have prevailed 
upon him to change the fentence of death, wWch he firft 

« pronounced againft Ovid, into that of pei-petilal banifh* 
ment. During their adminiftration, Auguflfus, taking Ti- 
berius for his colleague in the cenforfhip, made a third A third 
cenfus, by which it appeared, that the-numbef of the Ro- f^/^/w* 

^ man peoplie amounted to four million one hundred and 
thirty-feveo thoufand, counting women and children as 
well as men \ While the ceremony was performing in 
the field of Mars, an eagle was obfervcd to fly feveral times ProJigiet 
round Auguftus, and then alight on a neighbouring teinple P^'fi'S'^ 
over the firfi; letter of Agrippa's name. This incident was ^" '^^^^A* 
looked upon not only by the multitude,, but by Auguftus 
himfelf, as an onlen of his approaching end* He there- 
fore ordered his colleague Tiberius to make the vows which 
were -ufual at the time of the cefifus, for the fafety of the 
Roman ftate, and the profperity of the citizens ; faying^ 
that he would not make vows which he (hould not live to - 

perform ^ (F). 

It 

■ Suet. lib. iL cap. 97. Grutcr. Infcrlpt* p. 136. ^ Suet^ ibid. 

(F) He was confirmed in this, ranked among the gods; thd 
bpinion by feveral other prodi- word ^ar^ which was the re- 
gies : the firft letter of his maining part of his name, fig* 
name, in an infcription on the nifying a god in the Hetrufcan 
pedeilal of one of his {(atues, language^ To thefe two omens 
was ftruck off with lightning ; Dio adds a third, which^ in his 
and the. fbothfayers, who were, opinion, plainly prefaged his 
c2>tifultfidx)n.thatoccafion, de- imminent deaths It had been 
dared, that he had only an cuftomary, ever iince the death 
hundred days to live, the letter of Julius Caefar, to place his 
C ftanding for that number chair, with a crown upon it, at 
among theXatihs :.th«y added, the public fports. In this chaif 
that after his death he would be Auguftus uicd to &t^ when he . 

Voi».5CH. P ai5ft«d 
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Aupufius '^ being tiow time for Tiberius to Iqave IlcHBe» aad fct 

j^oes to c>^t for lUyricumi Auguftus, to the great furprize of tb« 

l^/i^t, whole city, declared his intention of accompanyii^g him ai 

far as Beneventum, and purfuing his joiirney f^om thence 

to Naples in Campaniia^ in order to af&ft at ttee folegui 

fpoTts which were to be exhibited on his approaching birth-* 

day. As.l)e found his ftrength decaying apaoey he promifed 

himfelf no fmall benefit from the whotefome w of Cam- 

pania, efpecially of Naples, whither ma^iyRosnans ufed to 

refort for the recovery of their health *» and this was the 

true raotive of bis fudden.and nnexpei^ed resolution* He 

performed the journey with uncommon chearfulnefs and 

alacrity, attended jby his beloved Livia. At Beneventuoi 

, he parted with TiberiuS) apd purfiied his journey toNaptes» 

where he was received with all poOible demonftrationa of 

2s talen til joy. After he had fpent fome tirhe at Naples very agree* 

§H his ri' ably, and affifted at the public fporta^ he was feiaed with a 

''"'** diarrhoea, a dangerous diftcmper m a pcrfon of bis years* 

He therefore reiplvedi before his ftrength failed him,, to 

return to Rome ; and accordingly, leavkig Napks^ fet out 

for his capital ; but his iUn^fs increafing* notwithftaocting 

all the remedies prefcribed by^he phyGcians who aiticnded 

hitn, he was obliged to ftop at Nc4a in CaiRpania. 

TiUrius Livia, apprifed that his end was near, difpatched meilen* 

/pfjff" iji g^rs repeatedly to Tiberius, acquainting^ him with the ftatc 

ivta. ^£ ^Y^^ emperor's healthy and preffing him to return with all 

expedition. Tiberius, upon the receipt of his mother's 

letters, immediately left Illyricum, and flew to Nola^ where 

he found Auguftus alive, and received his lafi; inftruc* 

tions *. 

The old emperor looked upcH^ death with great intr^l* 
dity* He difcourfed very chearfuUy with, his iinliinate 

X Veil. I'aterc. lib. ii. cap. it 8. 

affiled at the (hews ; but it hap- Auguftus wrote a (hort account 

pened to be empty wiiile the of the chief airiions of his £6, 

{ports- were exhibiting this year which he caufedr to be engraved 

in honour of Auguftus, a fool on brafs, and placed over, his 

placed himfelf 11% It, and, tak-^ tomb. (2)* Great part of this, 

ing up the crown, put it upon valuable momiroent has beeA 

his head; and hence it was tcan^ittedtousintheMarmor 

concluded, that the fovereign Ancyranum, and is to be feea 

power, iigmfied by the crown, inthe'mfcriptionsoftheleacaed 

would Coon pafs into other Gmcev (3)^ 
hands (i). In the mean time, 

(i) Dio, lib. lyi. p. 589. (a) Si^t. Ubi ii»C8p> ult Pio» p« 59^ 
(3} Gtuur, Ialcrlpt*p. ftxo. , 
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frieh^sfi givirig them many wife and ufcful inftruQiohs re* 
luting' to rtie Aiatiagehient of their private affairs, and thofe 
of the public. In fpeaking of his own aflions, he told 
€tietv^ (hat ** he had fourid Rome of brick, but^ left it of 
AlgrWe ;'^ adluditlg* by this es^preflion, fays Dio Caflius, not 
fe mtxeh fo the beauty and ftatelinefs of the buildings, as 
f6 tile majcfty, grandeur, and firitinefs of the empire. In 
his laft moments he caHed for a mirror ; and, having caufed 
lAs hair to be adjufted, and his wrinkled cheeks to bd 
finoothed, Z9 was cuftomary among the ftage-players, he 
aiked his friefWs with a languilhing vo?ce, ^ Whether h^ 
bad acted his part well ?* They anfwering in the affirma- 
tive, ** Difinifs me, then, with, a plaudit (faid he), for I 
am going off die ftagc.** Finally, faxing his eyes on Livia* 
who- held him« in her anrms, he defired her to '* remember ^ 
ttieir marriage, and the ties which had kept their hearts fo j^^ ** 
long unit:erf;*^and then quietly expired ^ 

Thus difed the celebrtited Auguftus, on the nineteenth ot Vr. of F?* 
Augnft, which month Was fo named from him, the fame * *lv^*' 
day on which he had entered upon his firft corifulQiip. He y' q^^^^ 
hzA lived fe^erity-five ydars, ten months, and twenty-fix ' 
dbys;' aild reigned, from' his firft coiifulfhip, fifty-fix years, Livia/uf* 
but, from the battle of AGiurh, only forty-three. Livi^ p^^^^ of 
was (ufpcdlfed 6f haWng haftened the emperor's death, fear- i^V"^. 
ing be might be reconciled, on hiV return to Rome, witH ^^{^^^ 
his gVattdfon* Agtippa Pofthuthus, whom he had privately 
vifitcd fome months before, in the ifland of Planaua. He 
made this little dxcurfion attended by Fabius Maximus alone, 
without the ptivitf of Liyia, 'fiberius, or any other of his 
moft faithful and trufty favburites. Fabius difclofed the fe-* 
trtt to his wife Martia, and fhe to Livia i and thence the* 
empeiW kntWf that the fecret was betrayed i a circum* 
ftance which fo provoked him againft Fabius^ that when h^ 
dame to wait upon* him the next morning, he bade him 
«* eternally farewell.'* FabiUS did not long furVive his dif* 
grace ; but foon after deftroyed himfelf *. iThe fufpicion^ 
however, that Livia haftened t^e death of Auguftus with 
poifoned figs, feems to be mere calumny. 

The body of the deceafed ettiperor was borne from ^!^ola ^'' i^^ 
to BoviUxj^ in tlie neighbourhood of Rome, on the (houlders ^^^^^j^d 
af the chief magiftr^tes of the^colonies of the municipai '^ Ko^e^^ 
tO!wn» on the rosul. At Bovillas it was received by the Ko"*' 
inao luugbte) ^nd bytfaeni conveyed to Rome, ahaexpofed 
ifl die poi%h of fhe iiiS^ertal palace on Mount f'alatine. 

r Suet. in>06(4v. tap. 9?. Veil* fttercul. Hb. ii, cap. i%i, J9ia* * 
f' 590* f TACit. Aftivali Irb. r.cap. 5. ^ 
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Tiberiu's, in virtue of the tribunitial powfer with which lie 
was inyefled, appointed the fenate to meet next day ; but 
would nifFer no other buGnefs to be tianfadedy than what 
related to the funeral of his deceafed father. In the firft 
place, his laft will was brought in by the Veilal virgins, and 
read aloud by Polybius, one of Auguftus's freedmen. . It 
His will, began thus : ** Since the gods have be^n pleafed to deprive 
me of my grandchildren Caius and Lucius, I declare Ti- 
berius my heir," &c. By the fame will Tiberius and Livi^ 
. were appointed his firft heirs, his grandchildren, and their 
children, liis fecond, and the great men of Rome his third 
heirs : Livia was adopted into the Julian family, and ho- 
undlega" nou red with the title of Augpfla. To the Roman people 
«>/. ' he left, as a legacy, four hundred thoufand great fefterces; 
to the populace thirty-five thoufand ; to every common fol- 
dier of the prsetorian guards a thQufand fmall feflerces ; and 
to every foldier of the Roman legions three hundred (H). 
His laft will, being read, Drufus produced to the con- 
tour *w/tit' fcript fathers four fmalLbooks, written by the deceafed em- 
X»h • peror; |he firft of which contained regulations relating to 
' * the ceremony of his obfequies ; the fecond was a journal . 
of the moft memorable aftions of his life, which, by bis 
laft will, he ordered to be engraved on the pillars of brafs, 
which fupported the frontifpiece of his ftately maufoleum. 
. Great part of this journj^l &as been preferved in an ancient 
marble, found about an hundred and fifty years fince in the 
city of Ancyra *. The third book contained a fummary of 
the ftrength and inconie of the empire, the number of the 
Romans and auxiliaries in pay, the condition of the navy, 
of the feveral kingdoms paying tribute, and of the various 
provinces and their revenues, with the ftate of the trcafury, 
the expences of the empire, and the demands upon the 
public* This regifter was all written with Auguftus's own 
hand* The fourth book was a colleftion of initru£^ioii8 for 
the ufe of Tiberius, and the other governors and magiftrates 
of the republic^ whom he advifed to abandon all thoughts 
of extending the limits of the empire by new conquefts ^ 

* Vide Grutcr.,Infcript. p. 130. b Suet, in Tiber. 

(H) From feveral' expreffions nity the title of emperor; and 

in private letters of Augudud, confequently, that he did not 

quoted by Suetonius, it plainly adopt him out of complaifance 

appears, that AugufVus had a to Livia, nor a fecret ambition 

real value and iincere affedion ofenhancing his own reputation 

foi: Tiberius ; that he looked with pofterity, by givmg the 

upon him as the only perfon Romans an emperor of fiiich a 

capable of fupporting with dig* bad chara^er. • 

The 
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The fttheral hononrs were next confiderect/wlien Afiriius opinions of 
Oailus moved, that the funeral fhould pafs through the tri- thefmators 
vr&iphal gate ; Lucius Arruntius propofcd, that the titles of rf'«'w5 ^0 
ail the laws he had made, and the names of all the nations *" A^f «^ 
he had conquered, fhould be carried before the corpfe. Some ^^^^*' 
were of opinion, that, on the day of his funeral, all the ma- 
giftrates and knights fbould^ in token of their grief, wear 
iron, inftead of their gold-'rings ; and that, to eternize his 
memory, not only the month l^xtilis, but the whole time he 
bad lived, fliould bear his name, and be ftyled fecutum Au-* 
guftum, that is, the age ofAuguflus. Valerius Meffala, de- 
parting from the nfatter in queftion, added, that the oath 
of allegiance to Tiberius fliould' be renewed every year. 
Tiberius, furprifed at this unexpededpropofal, afked him, 
"whether he had made that motion at his inftigation ? ** I 
fybke it (anfwered Meifala with a new turn of flattery) as 
xny^own opinion ; nor will I ever be controlcd by arty man 
in things which concern the welfare of the public, let who 
will be provoked at my freedom *." The fenators at length 
agreed to carry the body of the deceafed emperor to the fu>- 
neral- pile on their fhoulders: but this ceremony Tiberius 
would not fuffer ; he even commanded the people to re- 
ftrain their zeal, and not to infift upon having his body 
burnt, as Julius Caefar's had been, rather in the forum than v 

in the field of Mars, which was the place appointed. How- 
ever, his funeral was performed with the greateft pomp and 
magnificence that had ever been feen in Rome : Drufus 
read from the roftra a (hort elogium of the deceafed empe- 
ror ; and Tiberius pronounced his funeral oration in the fo- 
rum, which was received with the applaufe it deP6rved, as 
a maftcrly compofition **. When fire was ftt to his pile. His hoify 
an eagle was let loolc from the top, to carry his foul to burnt in thi 
heaven.' Livia, and with her fome of the chief men among ^"'^V 
the knights, continued for five days together in the field of ^^^^^^ 
Mars, collefti/^ the afhes and the bones which the flames 
had {pared. Thefe Livia enclofed in an um of gold, which 
ihe depofited in the magnificent maufoleum, which Auguf- 
tus had long before built in a grove between the Tiber and 
the Flaminian Way. It was decreed, that men (hould 
mourn fbr him according to cuflom, that is, about three 
weeks ; but women a whole year, probably from^ refpedt 
to Livia. 

'Asfoon as.the funeral was over,, divine worfliip was de- Diwneho* 
■ creed him, with a temple and priefts : the houfe in which noursde- 
be was born, that in which he died, and moft of the hoiifcs ^''^^^ ^^* 

-^ Tacit Aaaah .lib« u cap. if. ^ Dio, lib. IvL p. $93. 
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19 which he had lived, were changed sfHo ian^ftribl. tU 
xi'df now Julia Augufta, ztbiv^ the office of chief priQftG&' 
of .the new deity, and made a prefent of ten thoufand great 
feflerces to a feoator, named Numeriiie Atticus, who fop- 
kmnly dcdared, rupon oatjl^, nhH he had feen the foid of 
AuguAus afce^-to heaven. Thi$ &ble« which w^szcopy 
of ch^t which ]ii\i\^s Frpciilu$ h^d maay ^^s before piri>« 
l^ihed concerning Eomulue, wH iS^Ofi fp^ead abroad, and 
credited in aj^l the .provin^s ^Mbied: to Rome; tejoaplei 
v^cre every w}i^re exceed m honour o( the deified A ugnAus, 
and a new ordejT of prieHs was in^iti^ed* Tiberius confe- 
cr^ted Q fan£)[U^ry to his de<^afe(d fcthcr in his.own palace„ 
and 'Cfaofe twci>^r9<ie pi^iefts frpul among tke fenaiorsy 
namjng hioijGeJf, ki^ fon Uruf^^i^ a^ad hif oe^ewr Gernoaaii*' 
qua, among the firft ^ 
H/i r*fl[- It is generally agreed that Angvftus was no gre^t teroiii 
rafler. ^}^Q figid Qf battles but he undoubtedly poffeffc4 a fpectcs 
jptf courage muph .ixiore nnco^inon and impoiitant, than a 
contempt of perfonal danger, in iiiv*hich the greatoft warrior 
' is often eq^all^d by the oieaneft f(4diedr in hh ^ tmy. As for 
fhe charge of cri^Uy which :btitb been & feverelyuiged 
^gfiinft the cbargidfer of Ai^Mftus^it tf a juft- fepitoach e^ai** 
ly applicable to $11 his conteitiilcrarifis, with lhi$ difference, 
}:hat none of them lived to manifeft a change of 4ifpo^tioo| 
svhcreasj^ after he had eftablHhed his authority znd falety 
p^ a fplid foundation, he exhi?bited iuimfaerle& proofs, of 
(pleme^cy and ^goodf-nature* If we coafider him as a fove* 
feign, it muft be owned that ik) prince evi^c imderftDod *th9 
S^rt of reigning better than he, nor ever made a better life 
pf tbefe talents. Dio Cailius'juftly obferves, that Augpfbit 
would have been defervedly efteemed one of the beft princea 
^hat ever fwayed 9 fceptre, had he not ui&n^d, butir^EceiyiKd 
, the . fovereign power lawfully coiJveyed to him from bn 

^neeftor-s : but whether the wi£$ laws he publiftied, and the 
mildneft with which he governed, after%is fovcreignty 
. was thoroughly eftabliihed, fufficiently atoned for his uftrrpr 
iltion, is what we fubmit to the jvidgnient of oiir readers (H). 

The 

« Bio, p. 598--600. Tacit. Kb. 1, pap, u, 15, i8f 

(HTA« we h^e not ettemptr which do not faH witfain the 

cd to expufe his vices, it is but province of general hiftory, 
juiHce to acknpwlege his good 2n tlie firu j^ace, when his 

<j^uaUtie9 ;' and the reader has ^ authority was once 



right to be made .acquainted efigblifted.yheniadeiihis.ad^o] 
>V»th fome remarkable particu- ftudy to redrefs the public grievr 
\^K qf ^is li{e 9^d $;opv^rfatioD, f A^S * tQ i'U|^6&4he disorders 

Whici^ 
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Thcfifft mcaliiretftatdiftitiguiftedthc rcign 6f Tibcnui, Yr. of Fl. 
was the muidcr of young Agrippa^ whom he capfed to be ^^6^. 

difpatched ,^-P- '♦•' 
*^ U. C. 762. 

liihedy agalnft firet and iQunda* 



which had beto introduced by 
thp liceDttoufiieft of the ibf* 



\ during the civil wars ; to 
iettle^ in all the prorinces^ a 
lading poaice, and to promote 
the happinefa and welfare of hit 
ihbje^ Some writsn baTe 
thfi^ht, that he would have 
fcfigned after his firft illaefs^ or 
at leaft left Rome free at hit 
deaths had be not been per- 
fuaded, that other pretenders 
fVDiild hare riieo up, and in* 
volved the republic in new trou* 
Uea* He ena^hsd many excel* 



tions, to which it was fubje^i 
he divided it into fourteen re* 
gionsor wards, appointed a pe« 
cullar magiftrate for each ward^ 
and committing the care of each 
fireet to ibme citizen of dif« 
tio6tion, Thefe had under their 
command guards andwatchmeui 
who were to patrole all night to 
prevent fires, robberies, and 
other diforders: againft the 
inundations of the Tiber, which 
often laid the lower parts of the 
i:ity under water, he cleanfed 



lent laws for the reformation of and enlarged the bed of that 
manners, and extirpation of river, which had been long 



▼ice ; and ip tns^ be truly iaid^ 
that Virtue was never mOre 
countenanced than in his reign. 
His fumptuary laws, and tkok 
againli bribery, adultery, unna- 
tural luft, and ail kind of incon*- 
dnence, wrought a great change 
in the city, where vice had 
long appeared bare^faced, and 



<lhoaked up with rubbifh ; and 
that the dty might be the more 
acceilible on all fidesf be took 
.upon himfelf the reparation of 
the Flaminian Way as far ai 
Ariminum, leaving the reft of 
the public wavs to be mended 
by fuch as had triumphed, and 
the charges to be defrayed ous 



triumphed* After he had re* of the fpoils of the enemy, 

formed the manners of the ci* As be had a particular vene# 

tizens, he applied himfelf to ration for the memory of thofe 

the embellilhing of the city, heroes who had contributed to 

He laiied many public build* the advancement of the Roman 

lags, among which the chief enipire, he repaired all theit 

were, the forum, or court of monuments, retaining their old 

juAice, the temple of Mars the titles and infcnptions^and dedi* 



Avenger, the tcflople of Apollo 
in Palatio, the temple of Jupt* 
ter the Thunderer in the Capi* 
tol, the portico of Lucius and 
Caius, the palaces of Livia and 
Odavia^andthe theatre of Mar- 



eating their flatues ^in the two 
porticoes of hisforum 1 on which 
occasion he declared in an edi^^ 
that his deiign was to propof^ 
th^m as a pattern and example, 
by which he himielf, and the 



ceUus» He repaired many oM princes who 0K)uld fucceed^him, 
lemplea, and rcbuik others, might frame tbemfelves, and re- 
which had been deflroyed either gulate their condudi. 



I9 time or fire 1 enriching both 
diera and the reft with moft 
magnificent prefents. In order 
ao fecurc the city^ thus eaiibel* 



Hehe^ it for an infallible 
maxim, that war was never to 
be undertaken,, nor a battle 
fought, but when the advantage 

P 4 hoped 



it6 ^e Roman tiiflory* 

« 

difpatched by a military tribune, in vrbofe cuftody be was at 
that^ime, before faefi^fiered Auguftus'a deathtobe.made 

public. 



hoped for was apparently greater ^ 
than the lofs feared ; /* for 
thofe who hazard much (fald 
be) to gain but little, are like, 
men Who fifti with hooks of 
gold, the tofs of wbich will 
hardly be repaired by what they 
catch." He ufed to obferve^ that 
rafhnefs and precipitancy were 
the greateil faults in a general ; 
whence he had this faying fre<^ 
quently in his mouth, ** Feftina 
}ente," which is much the fame 
in fenfe with our common pro- 
irerb,. ♦' No naore hafte than 
good fpeed,'* 

He was no lefs careful in ad* 
miniftering juftice, than fevcre 
in exacting military difcipline ; 
for he not only appointed fuch 
judges as were men of known 
integrity, but was himfelf very 
afSduous in hearingcaufes, often^ 
fitting up with great patience 
the greateft part of the night : 
when he was, by any indifpofi* 
tion, Confined to his palace, he 
ufed then to hear caufes in his 
own roonft, lying on a oouch| 
thinking the adminiflration of " 
Juftice the chief and indifpenf- 
able duty of a prince. Not- 
withilanding his ailiduity in 
hearing caufes, ^and continual 
application, he was at all hours 
teady to give audience even to 
*he meancft of the people, to 
bear their complaints^ and re- 
ceive their petitions; and be* 
cawfe one prefented him his re* 
quefl fomcwhat timorouily, he 
•pleafantly rebuked him, faying, 
1' That he had delivered his 
petition to him as if he had been 
prefenting fomething to an ele- 
phant." To encourage perfons 
^f a)l ranks ^p recur freely tp 



him, he carefully ' avoided all 
outward appearance of gran- 
deur* He never went to the 
(enate without faltiting all the 
ienators, in the order they fat, 
each of them by hb own name ; 
and, at his>departure, took his 
leave of them in the fame man* 
nen He affifled' in perfon at 
all public and private fealls and 
entertainments, till he began 
to be in years, and could no 
longer bear the inconveniences 
of a croud. He had fb great 
an averiion to the title of domi- 
nus, or lord, thiat he looked 
upon it as a. reproach ; and even 
piiblifhed an edidt, forbidding 
any one, his own children and 
grandchildren not ^cepted, ta 
give him that title* In the ai^ 
fembiies held ibr the eleSion of 
magiilrates, he gave his vote in 
his own tribe, as if he had been 
one of the people ^. atid, in the 
courts of judicature, he not 
only fufFered hinifelf to be in- 
terrogated, but allowed .the 
judges and advocates of the ad- 
verfe party to ^bje£l agaiqft his 
depofition. How gteat and 
powerful foevcr his laVourites 
were in Rome, he would not 
allow them any exemption from 
the judiciary laws, nor even re- 
comtnend them to the judges^ 
Of all the criminals andaccufed 
perfons, in his time, he faved 
but one, by whofe means he 
had difcovered a confpiracy 
'formed againft him; and him 
he preferved by prevailing upon 
his accufer to withdraw his ac- 
cufation. The ancients give 
us feveral indances 6f his cle^- 
mency, even after his authority 
wa^ thoroughly efiabliihed. Ju^ 

<iiu| 



t 

puUsc. Tibeciua avoided mentiontag Am ttahfadUon in tlie 
fenate ; in hopes the world ihould have belie v^. that it 
i was 
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nius NoTfttus pobliihed « lettef 
full of bitter invedlves againft 
him in the name of young Agrip* 
p2tf for which ofience AuguftuS' 
only laid a fmall fine upon hinn* 
Caffius Pacayinjus having declar* 
ed boldly/ at a public enter-r 
taiAmeut, that he neither want- 
ed will nor courage to rid Rome 
of hlsr neW'OQoiiarch ; Auguftus 
contented himfelf with ordering 
him to depart Rome, u^mi- 
lius.^lianus being accufed, a- 
mon^ other things, of ipeaking 
pf hun . mth great contempt, 
the emperor, turning to- the m- 
former* and pretending to be 
in a great rage» ** I wifli, with 
'all my heart, ,you could prove 
it (faid he) : if you did, I 
would make iElianus know, that 
I have a toague as well as he, 
and can fay twice a$^ much of 
him«" He refented it no far- 
ther» Tiberius, likewife, comr 
phuning in a letter to him of 
the infolence <^ iElianus, he 
xetamed him thisanfwer: ^^ Do 
not, my dear Tiberius, indulge 
too much in this cafe your paf* 
fion : let us defpife words, and 
think ourfelves happy if they 
can do us.no greater harm." 

As for hisi liberality it knew 
no bounds; he ^uflantly fup- 
plied with com- above a hun- 
dred thoufand families. He 
frequently pr^fented the people 
jwith large fi^ins, giving them 
fometimestwo, fometimesthcee, 
mrd fometimes. four hundred 
§e&crGC$ a head, not excluding 
even the children. He was 
always ready to lend, without 
inteieft, any fum to fuch per- 
fdns 9» were able to fecure him 
)lii idndpalf When be pub- 



liflied the law, excluding from 
the ienate. fuch. as. ..were no( 
worth twelve hundred thou(^n4 
fefterces, from compaflion for 
many noble families,.. he, mi^ 
up that fum with hk^wn«iOT 
ney. He exhibited, at an am* 
menfe charge, twenty-four 
(hews in^ hl$ own name* aAd 
tjwenty-three for other magif* 
trates, who wei'e either abfent^ 
or not able to bear the expence. 
Thus far of Augudus as a pub- 
lic magiflf^te : as to his domcC- 
tic and .private life, Suetonina 
reprefen^s him as a tender smd 
careful parent, a conilant friend^ 
and both a ferere <and j;entle 
mafter. Heedi^cated his daugh* 
jterand her children with tfai^ 
utmofl^are, not allowing any 
but perfons of uablemiQied cha- 
ra^ers to liave accefs to theoi* 
His friend/liip, when once ac- 
quired, was firm and conilants 
he not only rewarded his friends' 
iervices, but patiently bore 
with tb^if faults. His^ favour- 
ites floi^riihed -in ! honour and 
riches to the end of their lives* 
As to; bi& domeftics, he iCon* 
ferred honourable employments^ 
and heaped richer upon fuch of 
(hein. as behaved well ; but Pro* 
culjasy a freedman, and oneof 
his chief /avourites, he caufed 
to be put to death for carrying 
on intrigues with married wo- 
men. Thallus, another freed- 
man, and his amanuenfis, hav- 
ing betrayed fome fecrets for 
five hiyndred denarji, had his 
legs broken by bis order. Se- 
veral of his grandfon Caius's at- 
tendants he commanded to be 
thrown headlong into a river, 
anddrownedi for levying mo- 
ney 



/ %as done by the coaMBaftd <i Aiigoftus^ m V he had tranft 
niitied orders to the tribune who guarded 4h^ yoetii, to di<^ 

patch 



ne^ ia their maftei's provmce 
,wUh<MitKiskiiowlege. Heeheb 
father to turn iQto mtnh the 
tiri^otoufBefs of Dtomedes, an- 
other of bit freedmcni than to 
smpuie ft to any maliciotts de^ 
iign, when, Wfuking with him 
aloncy a wild boar coming fud- 
denly upon them^ Dioined««» 
to feotire himfelfy made hold to 
tbraft hia maftcr to the boar. 
> He applied himfelf from hii 
youth to the ftody of eloquence^ 
and other liberal arts. During 
the war of Modtna, he is fail 
to have paffed no day, in the 
midH or hi» Mioft important 
affairfy without reading, writ* 
Ingf and declaiming. He wrote 
feveral books upon diferentfub* 
}eds ; to wit, A a anfwer to 
Brutus^s Cato ; Exhortations to 
the Study of Phil^ophy ; the 
Hidory of his Life to the Can- 
tabrian War, in thirteen books \ 
an epic poem, intituled Sicilia | 
and a book of Epigrama, which 
he composed for the mo^ part 
In his baths : he begati a tra- 
gedy in a lofty %le, out finding 
he could not proceed) he eat- 
punged what he had written ^^ 
. and being alked by his friends 
what was become of Ajax, who 
was thei«rbj«£t of the per/orm<* 
fiBce, he anfwered, *« Ajax 
l^as difpatched himfelf with a 
. fporige.** Though he was well 
acquainted with the Greek 
tongue, yet he neither fpoke it 
jreadily, nor ever ventured to 
compofe any thing in it; when 
he* was obliged to ufe that Ian* 
l^age, he firft wrote down his 
thoughts in Latin, and then 

Etve them to another to tranf* 
teinto Greek* His genavof- 



i!ty to mien of leeirmng was ua« 
limited ; henee ib many famous 
writers ftouriihed in his time, 
that the age of Auguftua ivtU 
ever be looked upon as the age 
of genius, elegimee, and polite* 
nefs. 

The wtkers that ibaiifhed itf 
the reign of Augaftas are ib 
well known, that it b almoit f»< 
perfluous to mention the atfrnes 
of Titus Livias, Dipnjrfius of 
Halicarnatfus, Strabo, A&ios 
poUio, Cornetius GaHiis, Vtr« 
gil, Horace, Ovid, TibuUus^ 
and ^mpert^vs, who adorned 
this difttngti^Hhed period* W£ 
Ihatt onf^ obfesv^, that l^tus 
Liviusi who we& a narit« of 
j^atavia, now Psidua, wrote the 
Roman hiftoty , from the fetiH* 
dation of the city to the death 
of Drufus, in one hundred and 
forty books, thirty*five of Which 
only are extant, and even thafe 
not focceflive; for the fecond 
decade is waning. 

£Koayii«isHalicaniai{ett€s, af- 
ter th^ civil war. came to Rome, 
where he wtxa^e m Greek twenty 
books of (he Roman antiqui- 
ties, of which we have Only the 
fir ft e)ev>en remaioiAg. 

Strabo was a native of Ama- 
fia, a city of Cappadocia, He 
compofed divetis works ; but 
nothing remains except his geo^ 
graphy, in feventeen bc^s, 
i^ritten in Greek, andilill mruoh 
in efteem. 

Afinius Pollio raifed himfelf 
from %n obHeuie origin so tSie 
confular dignity. He was very 
familiar with Auguftiia, and a 
great friend of Virgi), Horace, 
and other men of geaios* He 
WPtQ e ^A^ '^ ieaeateta 

booki| 



/ . 



pMc% liim upon ihe Str(^ intelligence of Iiis deatli. The 
better to fupport' this ^^s when the tribune, according to 

the / ' 

books, and fivne tragedies; but Spntfe^ ttW)ugb 09t dvwy^ de*> 

npiie of his work^ h^ye reached cej^t* HU hngmge U pure* 

Qur times. his wi( terfe, aivd bei h«8 Ris^e 

"We h^ve, in the courfe of a very h^ppy ufe of fabl^ in, 

the hiilory, given fame account animating his vcrfes. 
of^ifhe iifc and death of Corrie- In the midll of all *bis vir- 

Ikir Gallu8, -who was a native tues, h^ was (hamefully lewd. 

ofFregus, of theequeftria|)or- and fcandalous' in his amours 

dfflr^iaadan eiEcetieatpoeti bat with married women. He did 

9i9lli^i^bil^9^i^lkiteextant*. ooxe^ffifi fpare^he wife of his 

Ip ie well known* tbsit Vir^ own &yGwaie Msecenas, as ha^ 

gil was a yeoman or £Eirmer of beeii almady obienred. Hia owa 

]S(JpirtUa; that Hor?ice had fcrv^ ^ife J^iyM« out of policy, in* 

as a tribune in the army of dulg^d hi? vicious ipplinatiQns 

Brutus ; that the great friend fo far as to make it her bulinefs 

and patron of both was the ce- to briug hiip acqu^iutod with 

lebrated Maecenas ; and that fbch women as (he thought he 

Ovid waf baniihed by Auguf- might like : he' employed many 

tm to Pontos^^; from whence he of kis friends in the fame vif<$ 

sever Tetttrned* diough the nai pcnpofe ; which gave occafioo 

canie of hisesdleis QttC kiio)vn* to leveral lampoons and fharp 

As &r the works of thofe three fatires. He was likcwife ac-> 

poeiiSf they uc in every body's eifFfed of unt^atural lull, and 

hands, and too well tinderflbod avarice : but the fSrfl is an im* 

to require any critique in tins probable imputation, thrown 

piace. upon him by his bitteref^ ene* 

' Aulus Albius TibnUuta, who mies, unfuftained byany proof ; 

was a Ronuin knight, wHl ever and the other charge is an ab« 

be adraiiied ibr the elegance and furd falfdiood, contradicSled by 

tendcfxieft of his elegies, in the whole. tenor of his life. 

whick he has ao equal. 8uetontus obferyes, that the fur<& 

Sextop Aurelius Fropertius niture of his houfe was tiot rxcb 

was a native of Umbna, of enoagh lor a private perfon of 

equeflrian rank ; but his family any fade; and at the taking of 

beiBg ruined in the war of Pe* Alexandria,, of all the queen's 

nigpa, betwixt 0£bvianus and rich furaiture, he referved for 

the btrother of Antony, he re* himfelf only a porcelain cup. 

- paired to Rome, where, on ac« He was addii^ed to gaming, and 

^unt of his talent for eptgrs^ms took great pleafure in playing at 

and lyric poetry, he was much dioei but Suetonius tells us, 

^uroiued by Meeenad, snd lived that he played only for his d^* 

infrieadflup with Gallus» Ovid, verlion, and not out of a delirQ 

{Tibulhu, and other ^nen of ge- of winning his friends' money. 

nius. The firfl book of his He was naturally very, fuper-^ 

eleg^ acquired the epithet of flitious, a great obferver of 

Jiifoncinbios^ fignifyiag the ^a^ dreams, and looked upon the 

tf^if Hi^ clegiei f^c v^ty f 5tf- $i|l»t or ^featt^finj; of bir^s as 
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the caftom of the army^ acquainted Tiberiusy that bis com-* ^ 
mandft were executed, he anfwercd, that he had giveii no 
/uch commands ; and that he (hoiild be anfwerable to the 
. fenate for what he had done. This circumftance alarmed 
Cnfpus Salluftius (I), whq was privy; to all the fecret coun- 
fels of Tiberius, and had fcnt the tribune the warrant : he 
knew it was equally dangerous to confefs the truths and 
charge the ^mperor ; or to clear the emperor, and accufe 
himfelL . In this perplexity he had recourfe to Livia« ad- 
vidng her, ^' by no means to divulge the fecrets of the pa- 
lace, the coun{eIs of the minifters, or the fervices of the 
foldiery ; adding,. th^t Tiberkisihduld beware of weakening 
the fovereign authority,, by referring all things to the fenate, 
the nature of abfolute power being fuch as to\AA not be pre- 
ferved entire but in one perfon'." Livia followed the ad- 
vice of Salluftius, and nofafther mention was made of the 
murder of the young prince (K). * 

« Tacit. AimaL lib.i. cap. 6. Dio, lib. lyi. p. 590. 

infallible prefages. If, in the migJit'ha^ rifen to the greateft 
morning, his ilioes were g^ven honours of: the ft«t6^ but, m 
him wrong, or the right- foot imitation .of Maecenas , whom 
ihoe prefeiited to him for the hepropofed to himfelf for his 
left, he counted it ominous : if pattern, he contented htnfelf 
it rained when he was fetting with jthe . title of a Roman 
out on a journey, he reckoned, knight, though he had excelled 
it a iign of a fpeedy and happy in power many who had been 
Ipeturn : he would never begin didinguifhed with confulihips 
a journey the day after the nun- and' triumphs. In M^enas's 
dinae, nor undertake any bufi- life«time he was next in favour 
nefs of confequence upon the tvith Auguikus, and, upon the 
nones: he was lb afraid of thun- death of that faithful counfel- 
der and lightning, that he car* lor, he became the chief conii* 
lied a feal's fkin alwa)^ about dant$ firft of Auguftus, and af- 
bim ; imagining, as was then terwards of Tiberius, who re* 
generally believed, that it had pdfed an eiktire- confidence in 
fome fecret virtue againft thu'n* him. He was extremely nice in 
der ; but neverthelefs, for his his drefs, expenfive in his man* 
' greater fecurity, upon the lead ner of living, and not inferior 
appreheniion of a6 extraordi* in luxury and magnificence to 
nary ilorm, he ufed to feek for Maecenas himCelf ; But could, 
ilielter in a vault or cellar un- upon any exigency, exert a vi- 
der-ground (1). goiir equal to the greateft af- 
(I) Crifpus SalluAius was ^lirs, which he concealed un- 
born of an equeflrian family, der the appearance of inddence 
great-nephew by a fifter to the and fioth. ■ ' 
tamous hiftorian Caius Salluf- (K) Though^ the afl&ffin, 
tius, and by him a4opted. He charged with the ezecotion of 

0) Tacit. AnnaK lib. x^ Dio, p#6oQ. Suetoii. in'Ai^* 
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As Ibon as tb^ death of Auguftus was known at Rome, 
Ihe two confuisy Sextas Pompeias and Sextus Apuleius, 
took firft the oath of fidelity to Tiberius, and then admi- 
niftered it to the (enate, the people, and the foldiery; for Ttbtrms 
Tiberius affe£ted to derive all his authority from the con- offeas m^ 
fuls and^fenate, as if the ancient republic ftill fubfi(!cd, and ^^* 
'h« were yet in fufpenfe about accepting or rejeding the fo- 
vcreign power : he even owried, in his edi£l for fummon- 
ing the fenate, that he iflued it in virtue of the tribunitial 
power granted him under Auguftus, and that he claimed 
Jio other authority, 'no other title, for having a (hare in the 
public adminiftration. Notwlthftanding this pretended mo- 
defty, from the moment Auguftus expired, he aflumed all 
the prerogatives of an abfolute prince, gave the word to the 
praetorian cohorts, placed guards about bis perfon, went fo 
attended into the ftreets, and to the fenate, and wrote let- 
ters to the feveral armies in the undifguifed ftyle of one 
who was already mafter of the Roman empire. 

With the fenate he proceeded in a quite different man- 
ner : when the fathers offered him the government, he pre- 
tended to refufe it, though he hs^d already fecu red it to 
himtfelf. He began to difcourfe of the greatnefs of the Ro- 
man empire, and, in modeft terms, of his own infufficiency ; He ^eSt 
telling them, that the divine genius of Auguftus alone tcatclint 
was equal to fo great a charge \ that, as for himfelf, he knew tkefo^^* 
by experience how many difficulties, contingencies, and V^"-^* 
dangers, are infeparably annexed to rule and fovereignty; **'"''''* 
and that, fincc the city was fo happily rcpleniftied with 
great numbers of illuftrious patriots, they ought not to lay 
the whole burden of the adminiftration upon one perfon, 
bat divide it among many. At this declaration, the fena- 
torsy who dreaded nothing fo much as to feem to underftand 
him, burft^nto tears, and, tjhrowing themfelves at his feet,^ 
embraced his knees, begging him, in the moft fervile man- 
ner imaginable,' not to abandon them, but to take upon 
faim a charge^ to which none but himfelf was equal. Then 
Tiberius piretending to yield to their importunity, " I am 
(faid he) unequal to the weight of the whole government; 
but if you think fit to entruft me with any fingle part, what- 
ever it be, I am ready to undertake it.'' Afinius Gallus (L) 

tbis cruel order, was a bold and him« In him ended the family 

refolute oenturioh, or tribune, of Auguftus. 
as Suetonius calls him, and (L) Afinius Gallus was the 

found young Agrippa unarmed, fon of the famous Afinius Pollio, 

atid little apprehending fuch a the favourite of Augudus, and 

defHny, yerit was with tbe-ut- great patron of learning. 



moft difficulty tha^hodifpatched 



rifing 
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riCiig^ up> <^ t be^ to kiorw, Gsefa^ (fiiid be)f what pait of 
the government vou dcfire for yow (hare." Thk'iinegt*- 
pe£led demand Itartkd Tiberiuss who for a- while flleod 
mute ; bilty recovciiiig himfelf, anfwered, that <^ it HI be* 
came his modefty to choofe or rejedl any particular braDcB 
of the adminiftration, whcit he defired to be ezc4ifed fr^fli 
Siwralfe- the whole^'* GalluS) perc^iyiug bim offended, a$ readily 
maiors in- replied, that her did m>t offer that queftion^ a$ if he defigned 
€mr his dtf- ^^ divide what was in itfe4f Midivifible, but to conrineehim^ 
fkafurt. j^y j^ j^ ^^^ confeflion, that the commonwealth was but one 
body, and cox^equently could not be' governed but by the 
wifdom of one peribn i €hen» continuing hia fpeech, he 
ma^e a long defcant upon the great merits and accompliflih 
ments of Tiberius y of his many vif^orie^^ and conqucfts; 
and of the civil employments he bad long borile with great 
credit and reputation : but all this flattery did not calm the 
wrath of Tiberius» who iKid long bated Galliis for having 
married Vipfania Agrippiita, the daughter of Agrippa^ 
whom Tiberius bad been obliged by Au^uftuflrtodivOrce, to 
make room for bis daughter Julia. He fufpeded that Afi*« 
nius GaUusy by this match^ defigned to raife himfelf abov^ 
the rank of a fubje£l ; and therefore,, upon this new pfO<« 
vocation, refolved to feize the firft opportunky of deli^er^ 
ing himfelf from his fears by the death of his fuppo&d rival* 
Lucius Arruntius, Qjuntus Haterius, and Mamercus Scatf 
ius> likewife incurred, on this occafiony the dil^afopc oif 
Tiberius; Arruntios, by a fpeech not much unlike th»t o£ 
Gallus \ Hirtiusy by aflung him, '* How long, Caefaf, will 
you fuffer the commonwealth to remain deftitute of a head ?" 
and Scaurus, for faying, by way of raillery, ^* Thej^ it 
room to hope, that Tiberius will at l^igth yield to the en* 
treaties and prayei3 of the fenate*, fiace be basnet oppofiedy 
as he might, in virtue c^ his tribunitial power, the motion^ 
of the confu4s in his^behalf/^ The ill* timed pleafure whicb 
thefe illuftrious citf zen^toofein (hewing tbemfelved writ ap** 
priied of Tiherius's renl intentions, coil them dear ; for he^ 
afterwards facriEced them. aU> under Various pretences, t6 
his jealoufy and fufpicions* 
ni h^d'^ Some other ienatossfpeike ftill more boldly \ and yet We do 
wiftoffme not find, that Tiberius cs«er refented the liberty they had t»*r 
j^M^tors, 2en: they were not, in all likelihood, fo confiderable, either^ 
fbr their birth or talents, as to give him any umbrage. Of 
thefe one, no longer able to bdar the ambiguity of his an«> 
(Wers, with which beheld the fenate in fufpc^nfe, wboweitf- 
all the while at his feet^ CTiedi out, ^^ Let Tiberius either ac- 
cept of the empire, or declare in plain terms^ that he rew^ 
je^s it.** Another boldly addrefing Kim^ <' Qther mexi^ 

(faid^ 
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(faid be) pethrm flewlj what they readUy pfomife |. but 
you prottiife flowly wbat yoo have already performed ^ la 
this myfterious Way of dealing with the icnatei he had tvo 
thii^ in iriewi the firfl: was^ to make the 'world believe^ ^ 
that he hadbeen by the commoowealth cho&a aieRl called 
to the empire ; a circumftanoe which wioutd have been mofX) 
glorious for hun^ tliAii to owe it to the; iotriguea of a w^ 
man, or to the adoption of a fupc^inmnuated princes the fe^* 
cond thing be had ki view was^ to difcover the defigno and 
intentiicms of the greatt meni and thence be able to difti|i*« 
guifli his frie^ds from hia enemies ^. At lengthy pretend* Trhtrkf 
mg to be.ovexcome by the importunities of thefathera^ and ^"^^V? 
complaining of the heavy burden they laid upon hkn^ be \!^ 
yielded by degrees to their requeft» and in the end accepted ^"^^^ 
t^ government, but fa aa to give them hopeS) that he would 
one day refign it. ^* I accept tha empire» (faid be), and 
will hold it, tSl fuch time as you^ confcript fatbars, im 
your great prudence, {hall thiak fit to give repofe to my cM 
age*** Thus was Tiberiue Claudiue Drafiis Nefo (MJ, itit 

the 

f" Tacit. AnnaL lib. u cap. ii, is. Suet# in fiber, cap, i^ D2o» 
lib. Ivii. p. 6os. t Tadt. ilmf. 

x<M) Tiberius was of the pa* were ient into GauL Hotvever, 

uiciin- £Hnily «f theCknidii^ when the di£bitoc was fliAa,aifeJl 

both by the fiithec's fide^ who moil: o£ the feaacors, apprehea* 

waa defcendol from Tiberius five of new troubles, were for 

Nero, the fon of Appius Caeeus, paflingan a& of oblivion, Tlbe-* 

and by the mother's, who was rius moved, that rewards might 

the daughter of Appius Pulcher, be bedowed on the ty raonicides. 

brother to the raid Tiberius In the Perufian war he joined 

l^eit). He was aMr allied ttr Lucius Antonius againft 06hi- 

tber family of the Livi>, by the vbnus; and thdugh the reilr 

adbptiofr of bi» mocher'k ^nmd* abandoned Lucius, yet he couM 

father. The Livian family was never be prevailed upon to for- 

indeed plebeian, but Heverthe- fid^ him ; fo that he was the 

lefii honoured with eight coBiAiUt onl^petfon who coatinuedwithi 

ilMps,. twucenibcihips;, OBedic*> him ta the lad. When the. 

tatodbip,. and three triumphs, citjx of PerUfia was furrendered^ 

The father of Tiberius was. he made his efcape to Fr«ne(le, 

(|iisrftor to Julius Caesfer, and and from thence into Campa-^ 

o^mmanded his fleet in the nia, where he armed the flavea 

Alexandrian war; afiter whi^h with a delign to oppofe 06hi- 

he was, by the didbtor, r«<* vianus; bin: his undifciplined 

warded for his emiaentfarvigas, troops flying at the approach of 

a«)d appointed firfl pontife.x isk OftavianusVvi^riouslagionfr,. 

thfi rootp of' PubUus Scipio, and he. was farced £o flielter himfeli 

afterwards honovM^ with the« in Sicil)^| where he (laid a.very 

tommand of the colonies which (bort time,, being difgy^led with. 

Pompey, 
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tlie fifty-fixth vear of his age> r^ifed to the empire, and in^ 
irefted by the lenate and people with the fame unbounded 
jiower which Auguftus bad enjoyed* • 

Tiberius had no fooner Accepted the empire, than the fe« 
natqrd, in order to ingratiate themfelves with their new 
fovereign, were for heaping extraordinary hotiours oti his 
mother : fome propofed decreeing her tne general title of 
Mother ; others that of Mother of her Country ; and almoit 
al) moved, that to the name of Tiberius fliould be added, the 
Iffts ingra- fon of Livia. But Tiberius, jealous of his mother's^lory, an«« 
*^^ ^ his fwered, that public honours ought to be conferred on women 
warily, and with a fparing hand % adding, that he would 
nfe the fame moderation m receiving the honours which 
Ihould be offered to himfelf. He could not be prevailed 
upon to fuifer fo much as a XxGtor to be decreed her, though 
every Veftal enjoyed that mark of diftin£tion ; nay, he pro* 
hibited the raiting her an altar in memory of her late adop* 
tion into the Julian family, or paying her any honours of 
the like nature. Thus, from the vei^y beginning of his reign, 
he requited, with the utmoft ingratitude, the infinite obli- 
gations he owed his mother; being afiiamed, as was com- 
Aionly believed, to'acknowlege himfelf indebted for the em- 
pire to the intrigues of a wom^n *. He proved a no lefs 
cruel huibahd than an undutiful fon. Julia had been long 
fince baniihed by her father into the ifland of Pandataria^' 
on account of her fcandalous lewdnefs, and from thence, 
fome years after, removed to the city of Rhegium, on the* 
Streights of Sicily, where Ihe fufFered a lefs painful exile. 
Tiberius, in Auguftus's life-time, had profefled great tender- 
nefs ^nd compaiGon for his unhappy wife ; and often foli- 
ci^ed that prince to reinilate hqr in his favour : but he was 
no fooner declared emperor, thkn he jdopped the fmallpen- 
Con which her father paid her yearly for her fupport ^ fo 

» TacitrAnna!. lib. u 



Cruilty to 
its njoife 



Pompcy, who neither deigned. 
t<D admit him into his prefence, 
nor allowed him to nave the 
fafces carried before him, though 
the time of his praetorfliip was 
not expired. From Sicily he re- 
tired injto Greece, where he was 
kindly received by Marc Anto- 
ny, and entertained by him in a 
manner fuitable to his rank, till 
a peace being concluded be- 
tweeti Antony, 0(Slavianus-, and 
Pompey,' and a general ara» 



nefty granted, he returned to 
Rome with the reft of the ex- 
iles ; where Auguftus falling in 
love with his wife Livia Dru- 
fiUa, obliged him to yidd her* 
to him, though fhe had. already 
borne feveral children, among 
the reft Tiberius, aqd was 
then pregnant. He died fbon 
after, leaving behind him two 
Ions, Tiberius andDrufus, fur- 
named Neroes*^ 

that 



^he Roman Hifioryi 425 

t)iat the uii^ortanate princefs, after a long feries of itiiferie6i nnk& im^ 
died of want in the fifteenth year of her banifliment ^ . ^mtu 

At the fame time Si^mpfonius Gracchus^ one of her chief Sim^nmui 
faVouritesi was, by Tibcrius's order, put to death in the ^^^^ffj^f 
ifland of Cercina, tp whicli he had been confined by Au- *Jf J^JfJ^- 
guftus. He was defcended of onq of the moil illuitrioua ^yturitis^ 
'families in Rome, had a lively wit, great eloquence, and an mmrdtnd 
engaging addrefs and behaviour. With thefe parts he had h ^^- 
captivated the heart of Julia, and debauched her >rhile flic 7,*'^ ^'^ 
Was yet Agrippa's wife ; neither did he break off his in- ^'* 
trigues with her, after fhe was married to Tiberius ; nay, 
he is fuppofed to have infpired her with contempt and 
averfion for her new hufband, and to h^ve di£lated the 
letters which ihe wrote to her father, full of bitternefs againit 
Tiberius. He had therefore been bahifhed by Auguflus to 
the ifland of Cercina, where he fuffered great miferies for 
fourteen years. But Tiberius, not judging baiiiihrnent atv 
adequate punifhment for the injuries Sempronius had done 
him, ordered Lucius Afprenas, proconful of Africa, to fend 
a band of afTaflins to difpatch him ; and this order was 
pundually executed. 

But the principal oh]tQt of Tiberius, in the beginning of Mandea* 
his reign, was, to engage in his interefl his nephew Ger* '^'^^^^ '' 
manicus, who, on account of his extraordinary parts, and cfnwi«/- 
fweet temper, was equally adored by the people and fol- (ui in kit 
diery. Though he hated Germanicus in his heart, yet, iuttrejt. 
pretending a tender afiedilon for him, after he had forbid 
the fenate to confer any particular honours on Livia, ho 
recommended to them his nephew, and even afked for him 
the proconfalar power } which being granted, he immedi* 
ately difpatched into Germany perfons of the firfl rank to 
acquaint him therewith, and condole with him, in his 
name, on the death of Auguflus ** (N). He then named 
twelve candidates for the praetorfliip, among whom were 
Velleius Paterculus the hiftorian, and his brother. The fe* 
nate defired him to appoint more \ but as that number had 
been fettled by Aueuftus, he not only refufed to comply 
with their requeft, but bound himfelf by an oath never to 
depart from the regulations of his predeceflbr. Th^ people 

r 

> Tadt. Annal. lib. i«cap. 53. Suet. lib. iii* cap. 50. ^ Tacit« 
Annah lib; u cap. 53. 

(N) In virtue of this new everywhere to be acknowleged 

dignity, Germanicus had an al- as commander in chief, and, 

moil abfolute authority over all under Tiberius^ generalifiimo of 

the Roman forces both in the the empire* 
provinces and the city,.and was 

Vol. XII. Q^ had 
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bttd Wtlicrto enjoyed the priwltjgc of crearitig magiltnAM^ 
or atleirft (hared it with the emperor, one half of the ma- 
giftrates being named hy him, and the other by the tribes, 
afiembled in the iield of Mars ; but Tiberius, in l!he firA 
eleAions, deprived them of their ancient rights, whieh wert 
tratwfefred to the fenate. The people complained of this^ 
kmovatkon, bvt tK> drftorbances enfiied, the fenate b^ng* 
pleafed wkh the change, fincc it delivered them from the 
charge of buying votes, andthdhame of begging them*. 
Tiberitri had fcarce taken poffeffion of the fovereign 

Ejwcr, when news were brought him, that the armies in 
annonia and Germany had mutinied. In Pannonia tfarM: 
legions being allowed oy their general Julius Dhefus a rc- 
kxation for fome days from their ufaal duties, erther to 
mourn, acconfing to the Roman cuftom, for the deadi of 
Auguftus, or to rejoice for the acceflion of Tiberius, they 
grew wanton and turbulent 5 began to liften to feditious 
difcourfes, to be fond of an idle Irfe, and to have an avcr- 
Hon to the toils and di<CTplinc of the camp. They were 
headed and inflamed by FercoBnivs, a common foldier, who, 
before he ferved in the army, had made it his whole bufi- 
nefs to raife difturbances, and form partiea« in the theatres 
and playhoufes. In the dulk of the evening, wbea thofe 
whom be diftrufted were withdrawn to their tentSy he trfcd 
to ailemble (he mod turbulent, inflame them agahvft their 
ollicers, and encotirage them to lay hold of the prefent oc* 
oafion, while the emperor's authority was wavering, to pre- 
vail upon him, either by force orintreaties, toredrefs their 
grievances. • 

His harangues were received with great appkufe by the 
Ibldiery. Some of them propofed incorporating the three 
legions into one $ but every one claiming, for his own le* 
gion, the prerogatii^ of denominating the other two, this 
pfoje£l was defeated \ however, they agreed to place the 
three eagles of the lemons with the ftandards of the co- 
horts all together, and to raife with a turf a tr%ttna1, ac» 
cording to the Roman cuftom (O), for the new general they 

defigned 
t Tacit Annal. lib. i. cap. 53. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 634. 



(O) The tribuoai, from 
whence the emperors uled to ha- 
rangue their troops, was at this 
time, and many ages after, raifed 
with turf, Fkvius Vopifcus, 
fpeaking of the elevation of the 
emperor Probus, " The whole 
army ((ays he), cried out una- 



niroonay, Ptohtts I we fidute 
Probus our (bvereigft : the gods 
fave you \ Then they erected a 
tribunal of turf, and proclaimed 
him emperor •*• This cuAom 
obtained likewife among fE>reiga 
nations, efpecially in Britain, as 
Xtj^iiifiut informs us ; who, in 

ipeaiui^ 



flk&gnei to chodfe. While they were thus emptoycd» BUjmsm^ 
Bbeius arrtred ; and, having feverely febuked fome^ and dim^vwrs 
threatened others, ** Dip your hands rather in my blood ^jBM^ 
(cried be with a loud voice) : to murder your general will '^* 
be a lefs crime than to revolt from your prince *, for I am 
determined, if I fall not by. your hands, to keep you in obe- 
dience. If yon think fit to murder me, I hope, at the fight 
of my blood> yon will repent of your crime, and return to 
your duty.** This addrefs did not affe£t the mutinous fol- 
dicry^ wno continued their work, till it was. breaft-high, 
'when at length, being overcome by the conftancy and intre- 
pidity of their general,* they fdrbore. When their fury wai 
abated, Bl^us remonftrated, that fedition and mutiny wefe 
not the proper means of conveying their claims to the em- 
J)eror; that their demands were new and extraordinary^ 
fuch as no armies had in former times made to their gene- 
rals, nor even themfclves to the deified Auguftus j befides, 
that they were ill-timed, fince princes, in the beginning of 
their government, are taken up and embarrafied with vap> 
nous cares. However, if they expe£):ed to gain in peace 
what the conquerors, even after the civil wars, had never 
the confidence to demand, why (hould they ufe violence, 
and trample upon the rules of military difcipline \ when they 
might appoint deputies,, and, in his pretence, give them 
their inftru£tions r At thefe words they cried out with one 
▼Dice, that they were willing to fend de{luties ; and that 
the fon of Blaefus, who was a tribune, (bould be imme- 
diately difpatched to the emperor, to demand, in their 
name, that they might be abfolutely difcharged after fixteen 
years fervice : adding, that, when they flliould have ob- 
tained this indulgence, they would truft him with their far- 
ther pretcnfions "». 

In the mean time fome manipuli, or companies, whicik 
had been &nt, before the fedition, lo Nauportum, to mead 
the roads, being informed of the tumult in the camp^ 
plitcked up their (landards, and, falling upon the neighbovi^ 
mg villages, piundered them, and Nauportum itfeif. The 
een€«rions endeavoured to reftrain their violence ; but the 
m^neers, inftead of liftening to their remonftrances, or 
betraying any fear at their menaces, firft derided, afteiwardt 

• Tacit Annal. lib. i. cap. 31. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 604., 605. 

fpcaUng of the famous queen after the Koman manner.** Fr9* 
Boadic«i,fay9,that**(hea(oend- quent meadan is made of theft 
ed a tribunal reared with turf tribunals by the ancient poets{i)« 

(1) Vide Stat, ia Syl. Liican. lib. v. & ClaaA dt BsL Oettc. . 

Qj. abufed 
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abttfed them with moft outrageous language^ and at lenglli 
came to blows. They were chieSy incenfed againft Auii<^ 
thimHtt" dienus Rufus, who, as he had been long a common foldier, 
meers faU and had raifed himfelif by his Courage and bravery to the 
ufomRu' p^fl. Qf pracfedus caftrorum, equivalent to quarter- mafter- 
'*'* general (P), was a fevcrc obferverof the primitive difci- 

j>line. Upon him the foldiery vented their rage ; he was 
dragged .from his chariot, loaded with baggage^ and, being 
driven before the 6rft ranks, aflced, how he liked fuch bur* 
dens ? Upon the arrival of thcfe mutinous companies in 
the camp, the fedition broke out anew with more fury than 
ever : the foldiers, cafting off all obedience, roved about 
the country without control* ravaging it on all fides. Upon 
their return, Blxfus, who was (till obeyed by the centu- 
rions, and the legionaries of any reputation, caufed tbofe 
who were moft loaded with plunder to be fcourged, and 
caft into prifon. But the furioust multitude, flying to the 
relief of the criminals, refcued them fcom the liflors, 
and, breaking open the prifon, fet all the prifoners at U- 
lierty. 
7%7 art After fo bold an attempt, the mutineers grew more out- 
firrtdmp rageous, and the mutiny more general. Vibulenus, a com- 
/^^** mon foldier, being raifed on the (houlders of his comrades, 
before the tribunal of Btefus, addreflfed thofe who had de- 
livered the prifoners, thus : *' I cannot fufficiently com* 
mend the zeal you have (hewn for thefe innocent and un- 
happy fuSerers : you have reftored them to their liberty : 
"but who will reftore life to my brother ? who will give me 
liack my brother ? He was fent from the army in Germany 

(P) This was. Without all army (i). Each legion had a 

doubt, a new office, indituted preefe^us catlrorum, at lead 

probably by AuguHus ; for no when they encamped (eparate- 

mentioa is made of the praefec- ly ; for Tacitus, fpeaking of 

tus caftforum by any author one PoenTus Pofthumius, calls 

who wrote io the times of the him praefedus caftrorum iecun- 

lepublic. It was his province dae legtonis (a). The fame wri« 

to pitch upon the ground for ter feems to place them in rank 

encamping, and lay it out; to above the tribunes; for, inde* 

diii^ribute' the quarters and pavi* icribing Viteilius's entry into 

lions, and Co dired the work- Rome, he tells us, that before 

men in raifing the ramparts, their feveral eagles marched firil 

digging the ditches, &c. He the praefedi caflrorum, next to 

hs3^al% under his care all the them the tribunes, and, after 

military engines, carriages, and the tribunes, the chieT centu- 

iron tools belonging to the rions (j). 

(i) Vide Veget. lib. xi. cap. lo. (») Tacit, lib. xir. 

{3) TaciC HiHoTi lib* ii. . 

with 
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^ii4tb pn^ofak for our common good ; but ooir cruel g<s 
ncral caufed him to be botcbered laft night by his gladia- 
tors (Q^> whom he entertains and arms fpr our deftruc*^ 
tion." ^?lien turning to Ksefas, ** Tell me, Biadfas (faid 
he), wboFC have yoa thrown his mangled body ? Even the 
moft cruel enemies do not deny burial to the flain. When 
I ih^ll have fatisfied my grief with a thoufand kifles, and 
a flood' of tears, command me alfo to be maflacred, that 
our fellow^-foldiers may borj my brother and roe together^ 
both inbunoanly murdered for confolting the common good 
of tbe legions.'' 

When Vihulenus had ended his fpeech, he threw him- Thj^fiHi 
fejf at the ffeet of his c<Hnpanions ; and, beating his breaft, *^ *^ 
tearing his face, and Ihewmg all tbe fymptcms of the deepeft v^^'* 
forrow, he endeavoured ta raife, at the fame time, both 
fury and coropaiSon in the minds of the multitude, who 
fell immediately upon Bhcfus^s gladiators and domeftics, 
and, having bound them, difperfed thcmfelves about the 
camp and the neighbouring fields in queft of the fuppofed 
corpfe ; which if they had 'found, Blsefus himfelf would 
been in great danger ; but as they could find no fuch dead 
body, and it manifeftly 'appeared from the depofitions of 
Blaefus's flaves upon the rack, and of other credible wit-f 
Defies, that the whole was a calumny malicioufiy invented, 
and that Vibulenus never had any brother, they fpared 
their general. Neverthelefs, in the height of their rage, 
they fell upon the prsefe£tus cailrorum, and the tribunes, 
drove them pujt of the camp, and plundered their baggage : 
they put to death the centurion Lucilius, whom they hatec) 
above all tbe reft, on account of his feverity. The other 
centurions withdrew, and all abfconded^ except Julius 
Clemens, whom, as he was a man of parts, the mutineers 
detained, with a defign to inveft him with the managemenf: 
of their affairs. 

Tiberius no fooner received intelli^nce of this mi|tiaf» Dn^ 
than be difpatched his (on Drufus to tme rebellious legions* /«' t» 
at the bead of the praetorian cohorts, the pnetorian borfe, ^^j^ 
and tbe. main body of ^the German borfe, <Vrycb at this 
t^me cooftituted the emperor's guards^ Tbe praetorian co» 
horts were, on this occa^on, reinforced with an extnior- 

( QJ) Moft of the goT^uoia fore, ima^ne, that tbe ^d]s« 

ofprovinces, generals, and other tors, mentioned in this place, 

g^eat men, maintained vaftnum* were Hiled in the lemons : they 

hers of gladiators, at an im» belonged to tbe general, and 

nptenfe charge, for the public iiot to the army, 
ihews, . We muft not, there- 

Qj ^arf 
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Mnztj addition of dttoten men. Among the perCons of M 
tin£tion ordered to attend and affift Drofus in bringing the 
revolted legions to their dutjTi were Cneiua Lentidns, asi 
officer of gneat fame and experience^ and ^litts Sejanns^ 
^ho had lately been joined with his father Stfabo in the 
oommiffion of praefe&us prKtorii, that is, in the command 
6f the praetorian guards (R). Sejanus was appcMnted go« 
vemor to the Toung prince ; and at his credit with tlie em* 
peror was known to be great, it was hoped he mighty either 
by promifes or intrcaties, bring the £bditious lo a £mfe df 
their duty. When news were brought to the cainp, tbaf 
Drafus approached, the legions, in tdceti of refped, 
marched out to meet him, not with their ttfual gaiety, ana 
fhoutsof joy, but in fuUen filenoe, ea^bibitingiii tbcit^coim^ 
tenances marks of fadnefs^ mixed with rage and fefOcity* 
As foon as Drufos entered the carap, he placed guanls »f 
ail the gates, and parties under arms, in feteral quartersi 
to be ready againft any furprize. Then afcending the tri? 
bnnal, he read aloud to the aiTembled foldiers his fatber^t 
letter,. importing, that he would take partic^ular care of the * 
brave legions, with whom he had fuccefsfully carried pf| 
ib many wars ; that as foon as his grief was allayed, be 
would treat with the fenate about their demands i that, in 
the mean time, he had fent them his fon \ and tmpoweivd 
him to make them forthwith fueh conceffions as could be 
made without farther confukation \ but as to other demandSi 
they fbould be referred to the fenate, whom he would not 
deprive of the right of diftributing rewards and punifiir 
metits. ^ 

When Drufus had read his father's letter, the afieinUy 
:^ointed the centurion Juhus Clemens to be their fpeaker} 
who began Vitb propo(ing their demands, which weire^ that 
they (hould be difcharged, after (ixteen years fervice $ that 
they (hould, upon that difcharge, receive the rewards which 
they claimed \ that their pay (hould be increafed to a Ror 
man denarius ; and that the veteran^ (hould be no longer 
detained under their enfigns. To thefe demand* Drufus; 
anfwered, that ^hey exceeded his power ; and therefore ' 
Qtight to be laid before the fenate, and his father. The 



(R) The prsfe^us praetorii 
wts the chief com mf^nder of 
the emperor's guards called 
prtBtoriaRS, from the Latin word 
fNHori^m % whkh at (iril fiigni- 
lied the general's quarters in 
Oie camp, the word prsetor be- 



ing, in the fi^ ages of the re- 
public, common to all niagif- 
trates, whether civil or militafy** 
Id the times of the empemrs, 
by pnttorium were aeaitt tho 
emperor's quarters in the campi 
and bis bou(e in the chy. • 

mutineers. 



^hMMsntera^ ava^mimd «t ihcfe wdrdi, cchIIA no IcNigcf t€^ 
Acain dicir kidipntiMi^ tbtiy ]«£uU«d bum aiiri this, emperor 
wttb a^fiveEHTciifiiM aftdirtdcjriliioof ; thejr afiX«ttsd £vm9 
oficet9 wlio* hail iHfulmd dMJc cUfykaflir^Si and 6y«ii 
dbrcaleaed this jieifim af JQsu&f ^ wha jpafiid the nufht i« 
the moft dreadful apprehenfion. 

fiorad oaivMie&lio tht aiiitmedtGfli(nf>a9d quiecod the miBdl 

Af dv HoMtcvy^ after ihff kadi (ia Icmf! «o«4sifiued deaf u> re^»- 

fen, snd trampled upon akU ibe l4w«>«f nuJHai-y difcipHnai 

Tbc moon aU on a f adden kegan to dai ke^^ m t)%e uSaH of Fri^httmi 

a clear iky^ laE fbe was by degireee totally ec^picyi. The h ^ 

fokUetfyy inDcaat of die naitaral eawfea of this p]i09^;ia««qt>» 'f/'^^' ^f 

■ •••11 I •!] ' •«/ fftOQtIm 

and unagaiiag^.thait tM gods H^e angry wak .them ,o» go g/,^ ^^f*^ 
count of tbeir nvolt, aad ihe crimes ammlifig u» h92a« to /« /Arv- 
ibcw fiirae figns of scpentame^ Dru&is did iii(>t ;^l U) im* ^i;^* 
rove this difpofitioa : he imUMdiatdy feiitthe.Qt^iiirioiil 
[nUus ClcnNai% and other offi€0fa and toJdiersy \% wkoin 
cDukl cofifidcy. tio nnz with.dkr mniineer^ arod iry wbe^r 
tbcr they conU^ whiile they were thus alarmedi briitg tbom 
Imck to tkek dkity# Thefei piirfiiiaiit 10* the prijdcef s qrder.^ 
jgmng iiovnd £nom tent to teittt, and tAfiaiiatbg, tbe9il(eWe« 
erery-whercy fkA pjoendled upon the kgiosiftrips jiq dbandofi 
die vctei'oM^ aad then perfuaded the tktee Legions tQ fepiH 
cate* That a ienie of duty aitd obedteace retinraiiif by dew 
gcees^ dioie who, guarded the gates Ito keef> Srufya. aa it ^ 

weie^ beficgedf retired £rom ibeijr pofis \ the e^I^a, aad 
Mher eaiigBti arhldi^ ia the begkuaiag of the tuoiuk, bad 
beea thiowa #egethttr» were carried bacK^ each to its^propec 
|dacef aad^ a&r £» dmadftd a ftorin» tran^uUity W9AXQ<» 
ftored in every qsiarter of the eamp \ 

Early neat nfeovpaong Briiftis», having f^iamon^ a gOMH 
ml council x}fAfficer9^ great debates arofejr ioea^ advlGuj^ 
him to fafpead all pffQo^infi»3 tiU therretucn of tk4 4t:pune4^ 
whom he had allowed them to fead U'iik tk«k pe^tions tf^ 
Tiberius, wbtfe others were for Uaaiediately cpj»de»tkniaK 
and eaccudag the rioglfaders ^ tbe feditioa, I^ufuii, na^ 
turally inclined to feverity, followed the advipe of ^ iaaeTf. 
9iid ha?aq^ Aunmoned Yibuteaaa and Pereaaftiiiis^faa^cav his nmmmUi 
triboaal* be condemned, and caufed them wAiedisietly ta ^M#«V'i /: 
he eaecuted. The ptbcr li^gleaders <rf the fediuon were 7f!!fi ^ gi 
difcovered fkuUqing about ^ tamp, aad ekb«r flam by the ^^^J^IIJ^hT^ 
Gcntanonsaad prstorian gi9ards> or clcdiveoed up to JOrufu^ 
by their comrades, as a proof of their fincere repentance, 
i^ftelr tUseae$tttion the foldiers were terri&fd wiih dread« 

a Ts<k. ismiak lib, i 

q.4 ^ 
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fbl ftorms, atid fuch violent i^ins, that they could nat mevQ 
ffom their tents; which t^ey looking upon as fent by the 
angry gods, refolved to abandon a camp which they had 
polluted with fo many crimes^ and retur>n to their feveral 
garrifbns* Drufu^ feeing, tranquility thus r eftored, returned 
to Rome *>• . ' 

Almoft at the fame time, and for the fame caufesy the 
legions in Germany revolted. On the Rhine were quarter«> 
ed two armies, the one called the Upper, commanded by 
Caius Siliu$, the other the Lower, by Aulus Cxcina; but 
the chief command of both was vefted in Germanicus, who 
was then bufy in collefkiing the tribute in Gaul. The Igp 

f;ions under Silius, however difcontented, waited for the 
uccefs of thb revolt which the lower aroay had begun. 
The latter, confiding of four legions, werejeocamp^d on 
the borders of the Ubii (S) y where they no fooner received 
the news' of Auguilus's death, than the recruits lately raifed 
in Rome, accuftomed tathe efeminacy of a town life, and 
impatient of military labour and difcipline, began to in^ 
flame the reft with fedicious harangues, inCnuating, that a 
favourable opportunity was ofiered for the veterans. to dci* 
mand an abfolute difcnat^^ for the foldiers who had not 
ferved their time to infift upon largef pay, ,^iid for all to 
obtain a mitigation of their mifmes. As CseptOA, inftead 
of exerting his authority, betrayed fear, and gave way to 
their fury, they fell at once upon the centutioiis, the, diief 
objef^s of their refentment, whom, after having> l^eaten 
with rods, they drove ignomtnionfly out of the camp, or 
drowned in the river. One 8eptimius fled for refuge to the 
tribunal of Csecina ; but the general was force4 to deliver 
him up to the incenfed multitude. Cafiius Chaerea, another 
centurion, afterwards famous for the murder of the emperor 
Caligula, boldly opened himfetf a way, fword in hand, 
through the croud. The mutineers, defpifing the authority 
of their tribunes, and their prsefe&i caftrorum, fet and re- 
lieved the centries themfeives, appointed the guard, and 
gave fuch orders as they judged proper, in the prefent con** 
jundure p. 

Germanicus no fooner heard of this infurreSion than he 
flew to the camp. Theiegions^ as he drew near, marched 
out to meet their general, expreffing their diflTati^adiion 
with hideous clamours ; and fome, taking him by the hand, 
as if they defigned to kifs it} tbruft his fingers into their 

* Tacit. Anna!* lib.i. . . , . ^Iddii. ibid. Dio* ibid*. 

(S) The Ubii, in Caefar's time, dwelt on the other fide of the Rhine. 

^ ' mouths. 
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tnoutihS) to convince him they had with age loft all thdr 
teeth ; others defired him to behold their hoary heads, and 
the wounds they. bad received. Germanicus, inftead of re- 
turning any anfwer to particulars, as.foon as he had entered 
the entrenchments, ordered them to range tfaemfelves into 
manipuli, and place before them theit feveral enGgns, as 
was cuftomary when the general aflembled and harangued 
his troops. They obeyed ilowly, and with relu£^ance : then 
Germanicas, beginning bis fpeech with an encomium upon 
Auguftus, proceeded to the many vi£tories of Tiberius, en«> 
larging on the glorious exploits he had atchieved in Ger- 
many with thofe very legions* He then acquainted tbem» 
that all Italy, both the Gauls, and eirery province of the em- 
pire, had received and acknowleged Tiberius for emperor, 
without betraying the leaft difaffe£tion. 
• Thus far they iiftened to him with attention ; but when 
be began toexpoAulate with them on their feditioos behavi- 
our, he was interrupted with loud.damours, and a general <rhivlM 
uproar. Some, ftripping themfelves, fhewed him the fears M/^ rn«- n- 
^.the many wounds they.had received ; others difplayed the plaints ltf«^ 
aiarka of the ftripes infli£led on them by the mercilefs cen- J^*^^ 9^* 
tarionsttheyar^dtbeir fcanty pay, their great laboun, '^'^* 
andtfaehardfhips'attending a military life. Above all, from 
the Teterans arofe a dreadful cry: they enumerated thirty 
years of fervice and upwards ; and ^ begged, that to men 
quite worn out, he would, at length, grant fome refpite | 
diat he would not fufier them to be indebted to death for 
their relief, but difcharge them forthwith, and allow them 
a comfortable main^nance. Some demanded the money 
which had been bequeathed to them by Anguflus, mixing 
with their demands zealous vows, and omensof happinefs, 
for Germanicus $ and fome declared, that they would fup- atidefftr 
port him to the laft, if he would ^^Tume jthe empire. At htn^t^u 
^hefe words Germanicus, ftruck with horror, leaped from '«^»''* 
the tribunal, and attempted to make his efcape, lefi he 
ihould ht ftained with their treafon : but the fcditious le- 
gionaries, drawing their fwords^ threatened to kill him if he 
attempted to withdraw. Then the generous Germanicus, nuhUh ht 
protefting that he would rather die than betray the truft re- gtmrot^ 
pofed in him, drew his fword, and would have facrificed his ^'f^J^*' 
life to his fidelity, had not thofe who ftood next to him feiz- 
ed his hand, and retrained him by force. There were not, 
however, fome wanting in the aflei^bly who cried out to him 
flrike, and not fpare himfelf ; nay, one Calufidius, a com- 
mon foldier, offered him his naked fword, faying, ** Take 
^is, Germanicus \ it is perhaps fliarper than your own :** 

an 
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ztk mfttit which was condemned by all bis coii^aaioas^ ere* 

in the tranfports of rage and Texatwii. 

// em^td In tke mean time the friends of Germsnictt* cww r eyci 

^.^ him oot of the croud io his tent, and tirere omifiiited afamt 

f^tket^d. the moft proper meaforesto be taken in fo crhksd a yjm^ 

Cifwani^ ' ture. VarioDS meafures were propofed^ and at laft it was 

eusfiigns agreed, that letters flionid be feigned from Tiberitts» with 

ft^fj-'A^^ direflions, that tbofc who had ferved twenty years fiiovU 

Tl\!I!i!!^ ^^ finally difcharged ; that fuch as bad fenred fifteen (faontd 

ike^T be deem'ed veter^ ; and that the legacy which lli^y de. 

wwmfs\ manded (honld not only be paid but donUcd^ Bui the mrn^ 

tincersy fufpe^ng thefe conceffiests to be forged purely to 

gain rime, infiftedontbeif being forthwith ejcecnted. Tks 

tribunes, therefore, were obliged to dsfebaige imiMdiatcly 

the Veterans ; but, as to the payment of the lej^bcy, G«s^ 

manicBS wiibed to defer it till d)cy (honld be arwinter-qnar- 

ters : indeed, the Itrft legion and the twentictfa triifted 

hinv upon his word \ hot the fifth aiuldpirtwcntjF-firft re&i£» 

^/ath- ed to ftir from the camp till tbey weve ^tisfied. So dmthe 

^l^/uf;. ^^» oblired to raife the fnm out of the aMnscf which he and 

Z'JZ,, W» fricAs bad bought ^itk them to defi^^tbe «p««. 

. of their journey. Thia the legions no foooer received^ than 

they retired ^ietly to their winter^i^qimleft. Ge^mnicot 

then baftened to the upper army, mnder the ammasid ef 

Silists, and eafily prevailedi upon the feoond^ the thiiteeatb| 

and the fixteenth legions, to iwear xllegtan^e to- Ttbeniis 3 

the fourteenth ihewed fome kefitation ; hot GrennaulicttS 

difcharging forthwith the veterans, and paying the reft tho 

money bequeathed them by Auguftns^ cutoff all occa&m 

of complaints^.. 

A party of reterans (T), belonging to the mutimms fe* 
gions, and then in garrifon in the co«Kitry of the Ghancs (U)^ 
began a fiedition there, which was, at Crft,^ (|uidled la^ 

4 Tacit. Die, ibid. 

(T) The reterans formed a fervice, and their final difr 

corps apart, and had their pecu- charge ; which the emperoit 

har flandard called veadUum ; ufed^ under various pretences, 

whence they are commonly ftyl- to put otf for many years, in 

cd by the ancients vexillarii, and order to defraud them of the 

alfo emeriti, from tbeii' being promifed lands or money, 

exempted from all manner of (U) The Chtuci inhabited 

dhndgery, and only obliged to Baft Friefiaad, the counties of 

fight the enemy. In thif coodt- Hoy and Oldenbttrg, the dvtckf 

lion they continued, till they re- of Bremen, and pare of LaWeo^ 

ceived the rewards due £bnheir burg. 

Mehimius> 



|lfemmiuS| pftifeft «f the taaip) #ho put inftantlf tiro of sme «/• ^ 
f he rif^lcaderi of the feditipii to death : but the tttmult terans rg- 
bretkiqg out afterwards ^ with f f e|h ftiry^ Memmms wa^ ^^> ^ 
pbHged to withdraw himfelf from their raget aqd H^ con* fyjBji^ 
peakil. The inutiiieers difcoi^red him ; then Memmiut ^^^^ 
declaring, that tbefe outrages ^ttt npt offered to him, but 
to Germamcits and Tiberins, who would not fail to refent 
^m, he IbaK^ed the cokmrs, faced about towards the 
Rhiaei and, threafeenfaig thofe who fhoaM dare to abandod 
theiif ranka whb th^ pumAiments due todefertets, led them 
back to their winteryqnarlers. 

Ill tbe mean time, deputies fent either by Tiberius, or 
die fenate, meeting Germaiiicas near the attar of the 
UbK (W), gave occa&on to new difttirbance^. The firft <Tht dif- 
^d the twentieth legions encamped fbere with thofe !&• turhancgt 
gionaries, who had ^n lately placed under the ftandar# r^*w4/. 
pf the veterans, apprehending that thefe deputies were. 
eome to i^yake the conceffions which they had extorted by 
their feditiqn, r^folved to wreak their vengeance upon Mi-* 
fiDtttia Phmcus, who had been conful the year before, and 
waa at the head of this deputation : he being aware of their 
4e(]gti, fled for refuge to the quarters of nie firft legion; 
and tiiere, embraeing tbe eagle, and other enfigns, hoped 
fhe veneration which thefoldiers paid them would reftraiit 
^eir fury. But had not Calpumius, the eagle-bearer, with 
gteat bravery and refefution, repulfed tbe audacious multi-r 
tttde> the IVoman camp would have been ftained with the 
blood of an ambatfaddr of the Roman people. Early next 
morning Germanicus, entering the camp, afcended the 
fribunai, and, placing Plancusby bis fide, inveighed againft 
^ hdrrible diforder^ of the preceding night; acquainted 
the' (bldiery with the true purpofes of that embafiy ; and 
pomplained, in an aflefiing manner, of the unheard-^of 
outrages offered to Plancus, without any provocation. As 
the a^embly ihewed no great tokens of repentance, he dif- 
^ified the deputies, under a ftrongguard of auxiliary horfe; 
and then, at the motion of his friends, defired his wife GermmiU 
Agrippina, who had attended him with her foti Claudius, at cusfenJs 
that time an infant, into Germany, and was with child, ^^^^^'^ 
to withdraw out of the camp, and not expofe herfelf to the 1*'! 1 
fury of an outrageous multitude. '"' ^'"' 

As ihe was attended by many women of diftindion, 
wives of the chief officers, their tears, cries, and lamenta* 
lions,, in parting wieh their huibands, occasioned a great 

( W) This altar was probably and feems to have been at a 
miied IB honour of Augoilus, fmall di^nce from C<^ogne. 

com- 
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rommoii<m in the- camp^ and . dtew ' logellier tbe foMiAt 

fro^ all quarters. This -was fo moving a fcene, that the 

TAffT Jk* moft obdurate among the rebelliotts legiotiaries were touch- 

parturiaf^ cd with it- They cooid not behoU^ witboot being feiaed 

c^Jis ^^^'^ fhime and compsaffioiv fo many women of. rank travel- 

^^g» witboitt a centurion to attend » or a (bldier to gaard 

ibem, and their general'^ wife among tbe reft» carrying m 

ber arms her little chitd» and repairing^ like an exiie» for 

flidter againft the fury of tbe Roman kgion»» to Trevesy 

as if fhe repofed greater confidence in foreignera tbas tit 

her own countrymen. This circumftance made fo deep »n 

impreffio» on ibei&minds^ that fome ran to ftop her^ while 

the reft,, reearrivig taGermaaiciis^ earaeftly conjured btift 

ta lecall ber, that it might not be faid» to their etemxl 

. . fhanie and di^race^ that tbe daughter of Agrippa^ the 

Strand-daughter of Auguftus, the daugbter-in-hw ofDm-^ 
us, wbofe memory they adored^ bad been driven from tbe 
Eoman camp> and obliged to {eek fan£luary among £&» 
reign^rs^ ^ . 

Cermani' Germanicus obfervmg their fentim<nt$ and coantenances 
^^ ^'"" A* ^^^^^^^9 refolvcd to improve their pre^fent difpofition : in a 
§pp7rL/ii" ^^^8 ^^^ affe£king. harangue, which, in the height of his 
f^^ grief, be uttered with great vehemence, he painted tbe 

blackaefs of their guik in fucb lively coloum, that tbey not 
only coufefled, that ail bis reproaches were true ; but* tbeiir 
9)inds being quite cbaj^ged^ they eam^ftly bef»t»ght bim to 
punifi) the authots of the late fedition, by whom tbey bad 
been milled ^ and offered to march forthwith againft tbe 
enemy, provided he would recall his wife and fon. Ger» 
manicus, finding them entirely reclaimed^ anfwered, that 
bis fon ihould return;, but, againil the recalling of Agrip-* 
pina, be alleged tbe feafon already far advanced^ and ber 
approaching delivery t as to tbe authors of tbe fedition, be 
left it to them to determine, and in&i£t what puniibment 
they deferved* He had fcarce uttered tbefe wordst whea 
the legionaries ran to feize tbe chief authors of the mutiny,, 
and dragged them in cbainsto CaiusCetromus^ commander 
Vkty pumjb of the firft legion, who judged and punifbed them in tbe 
th» rtfg^ following manner : the legions, with their drawn fwords, 
IraJfrs »f furrounded the tribunal^ from whence the prifoner was ex- 
'^^ • pofed to their view : if they pronounced him guilty, be was 
immediately thrown down headlong., and cut in pieces by 
bis comrades. The veterans followed the example of tbe 
legionaries, punifhing the moft feditious of their cprps in 
the fame manner. Notwithftanding tbefe figns of remorfe, 
and pledges of fidelity, Germanicus ordered theni to march 
into Rhsetia,. to defend that province againft the Saevi, who 

were 
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were faid to be in motkfi. He now made a ftiiA inqairy 
ioto the cotidu<3; and c^araders of the centurions, who were 
9U cited before him, to give each an account of his country, 
.rank, the years of his fervice, his exploits in war, and mi- 
litary prefents. If the tribunes, or his legion, were fatisfied 
with his condu£t, he kept his poft ; if they charged him 
with cruelty or avarice, he was immediately difcharged. 
I'hus were the firft and the twentieth legion entirely re- 
claimed, and brought back to a fenfeof their duty : but the 
fifth and twenty-firft, who were in winter-quarters, at the T'"'* ^' 
diflance of fixty miles, in a place caiied Vetera, continued f/^^ /^j^ 
obfiinate in their revolt ; nor was there any enormity which rtvQlu 
4hey did not commit. Againft them, therefore, German!- 
cus rdblved to lead the legions that had returned to their Gtrmaid' 
duty, and give them batde, if he could not reclaim them cuspro^ofiis 
by gentle means. With this view he prepared vefTels and f^^rcho' 
arms, andaflembled his troops: but, before he embarked i^^Hfi *'**"** 
them on board the veflels which were to convey them 4own 
the Rhine, judging it proper to allow the mutineers time to re- 
tttfn to their duty,he wrote a letter to C%cina, who command- 
ed them,ac<|uainting him, that he approached with a power- 
ful army, refolved to put! them all to the fword, without 
diftin£lion, if they did not prevent him, by taking ven- 
geance themfelves on the guilty. This letter Caecina com- 
municated only to the chief officers, and fuch of the fol- 
iliers as had from the beginning disapproved of the revolt, 
exhorting them, at the fame time, to enter into an affocia- 
tion againft the feditious, and redeem themfelves from 
death and ignominy, by putting thofe to the fword who 
liad brought them into the prefent danger. The officers 
accepted of the propofal, and, having, by founding the 
legionaries and veterans, found that the majority difap- 
proved of the conduct of their comrades, they privately 
communicated the contents of Germanicus's Jetter, and 
eafily prevailed .upon them to concur with their com- 
manders, in facrificing the chief authors of the fedition. 

The time tl^crefore was fettled for falling fword in hand 
upon the moft notoriouHy guilty and turbulent. When it 
arrived, upon a fignal previoufly agreed on, the faithful Butthtj 
legionaries, rufhing into the tents of the moft feditious, P*l^*^^ 
maffacred them without mercy, before they were aware of ^*^- 
their danger. Nothing was to be heard but outcries and tki'j!^ 
groans, in all the quarters of the camp ; nothing to be feen tms. 
but ftreams of blood, and heaps of dead bodies. The exe- 
cution was fcarce ended, when Germanicus arrived, who, 
as he was naturally inclined to pity and mercy, could not 
behold the camp ftreaming with bloody and filled with 
; dead 
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dead bo4sct» wtthout burfting iat» tears, and cfyiog M^ 
'* This is not a remedy, but daughter and defolatum.*^ 
After he bad thus given vent to his grief, he caufed the 
bodies of the flain to be burnt, and celebrated tfaeic obfe> 
quiea with the ufual pomp '. Thus was this dangerous 
fedition entirely quellol, and- difcipline re eftabiilhed, by 
the addrefs and intrepidity of the brave Germanicus, who, 
had his unbounded greatncfs of mind, and unfliaken ioyahy, 
fi^ffered him to fecond the ardent wiflies of the military, 
might have eafily fieized upon the fovereign power ; for he 
was the darling of the foldiers, and adored by the people, 
both on account of bis own merit» and that of his father 
X)rufus, whofe memory was dear to every true Roman, no* 
body doubting that be would have reftored the rep«blic ta 
her former ftaie, had he fucceeded to empire. 

Such of the veterans and legionaries as had not been 
concerned in the late fedition, in order to give Germanicus 
farther proofs of their fidelity, begged him to lead them 
jigainfl; the enemy, who bad enjoyed fome relpite, firft by 
the death of Auguftus, and afterwards by the inteftine 
tumult in the camp. Germanicus complied with their re* 
^ueft } and, laying a bridge crofs the Rhine, marched over 
twelve thoufand legionaries, twenty-gx cohorts of the 
allies, and eight ake (X) of horfe. w ith tbefe he traverCed 
skt Csefian £oreft ( Y}, and other woods lying between him 
and the enemy. Being informed on his march, that the 
Germans weie cdebrating that night a feflival, with great 
nairth and revelliag, he advanced with fuch expeditaon, 
thai he reached the viUages of the Marfi, before the inha- 
bitants had recovered from their debauch. Here he divid- 
ed his army imo four bodies ; aod detached them into dif- 
ferent quarters of the unha^y canton, that no part of it 
might be exempt from ravage amd devaftation. It is not 
dimcult to imagine what ilaiigbter was made of thofe unfor* 
tuoajte wretches, whom they found in a very defeneelefs 
ftate : no fex or age was fpared ; places facred and profane 
were equally plundered, and laid ta a0ies, and among 

' Tacit, AnnaL lib. L cap. 4ai-«>5i. Dio, lib. Ivii. p« 604^ |ec« 



(X) An als, wfiich we may 
call s Iqusdron, condfted of 
ckree hundred hortaien) and 
was divided into turma and de- 
£uri9» each turma confiiling of 
^rty meD» and each decuria 
of ten ; To that there were, 
in every als» ten turms, and, 



m 



turma« three decu- 



cvcty 
rise. 

(Y) The CaeGan foreft was 
part q( the Hereynian, and if 
placed by Cluverius partly in 
the duchy of Cleves, partly ia 
Weftphaiia, between Wefel and 
Koekld. 
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ttieih, the Miiple of Ttn£ana (Z), the tutelar gdd of the 
Oerman nation. The country was vrafted with fire and 
fuRord for 667 miks, wiliidiit the vfowad of a fingle man 
on die fide of the Romans '. <• ^ 

This f^eneral oia&cre roufed the Bruderi (A), the Tu- Sewrml 
l>antes ^B), and the Ufipctes (C), who, fecuring the paflcs C^rmam 
cf the £cH-eft through which the Roman army was to return, ^^^'* 
fell vpon their rear^ and put the iigfat-armed cohorts into tipon^At 
diforder : but Germaoicus, riding up to the twentieth ie- Romans in 
gi4Mi, aud crying out, that this was the time to redeem their t^tir r/* 
«q3«tatio«, aod cancel the memory of their late fedition, *[**'» *r* 
by ialling iipon the enemy) they attacked them fo vigo- ^^^^^ 
aioofly, that the Germans were broken at the firft onfet, 
and driven out of the wood into the neighbouring plain, 
where great numbers of them were cut in pieces. Mean 
«rfaile the vangoaid penetrating the foreft, had time to form 
a camp, whitber the reft of the army retired to reft them* 
felves that night, after fo fatiguing a march. Next day 
dief parftted thoir route uninterruptedy and arrived, loaded 
with booty, at the place appointed for their winter*quar* 
ters *. The fame of thefe exploits fb<m reached Rome, and 
filled the city with the greateft joy. Tiberius was highly 
pkaffed to hear that the fetiition was fupprefTed, and the 
be^nniag of his feign fignalized by £6 remarkable a vifbory. 
ikit his joy was not without allay : Germamicus, br finally 
difcbarging the veterans, by ftiortening the term or ferrioe 
for the reft, and by lib^ally diflxibuting money among 
them, had gained the alFedions of the army, and, befides, 
ac^ired great glory by his late expedition. This gare the 

• Tacit. Aaaal* lib. ii>. cap. 5-"-25. t Tacit. Anoa). ibid. 

(Z) Gronovkis derives the (A) The Bru6teri are placed, 

aame of this German deity from by moft geographers, next to the 

the words taity or ththi^ fignify- Frifii, between the Amifia, now 

log, io the German language, a the Ems, and the lake Fievus, 

Jk^tree. ; and facbnm^ or fan^ now the Zuyderfee* 

vbick in the ancient Gotho- (B) The Tubaotes poflefled 

Teutonic ton|;iK, fii^ifies Ifirdf great part of Weilphalia, Clu-> 

mgodi fo that the import of verius j>laces the ancient city 

Tanfiuu is, the lord or the of Teclia, mentioned by Pto« 

god of fir-trees. Lipfius de- . lemy, now Teklenburg, on 

rives the name of Tanfana from the borders of the Tubantet and 

the FJemifh word taenfanH^ Chamavi. 

fignifying tht princital^ or firft (C) The Ufipetes, Ufipii, or 

caufe, of things ; 10 that the Ufipetae, are placed by Rhena- 

Germans, under the name of mis between the Rhine and the 

Tanfana, adored, according to mountains of Defle. 
him, the fupreme Being* 

jealous 
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Tt^rhis j^^lotts and fofpicious emperor great uneafinefti trtiidr^ 
jeahus a/ however, he artfully difguiled, giving the fenate a pompous 
GtrmoHt' account of the exploits of his nephew, and bellowing upon 
^'^ him che bighefl encomiums. He commended, at the fame 

time, the addrefs of his fon Drufus, in quelling the fedi- 
tion of the Pannonian legions ; and fpoke of Germanicut 
like an orator, but of Drufus like a father. However, he 
approved whatever Germanicus had done; and, to gain the 
affe£lions of the Pannonian legions, extended to them all 
the privileges which Germanicus liad granted to his own. 
*fihtriusy Thefe diforders in Germany and Pannonia, and the great 
t^cceUeni veneration which the foldiery, as weU as the people, had fof 
kihanjUur. ,Germanicus, were a great reftraint upon Tiberius^ wheat 
this time, with wonderful art, difguifed thofe vices which 
afterwards difplayed themfelves fo openly. He aded, on 
moft occafions, like a truly generous, good-tiatured, and 
f^smo' clement prince. Of the many and extraordinary honouri 
^Af* that were d^ered him, he accepted but few, and thofe of 

(the n^aneil fort. He forbid any priefts, or temples^ to be 
decreed for htm, or ftatues ere£led but by his own permiC* 
fion, which he granted fomefimes, upon condition that they 
ihould be placed, not among the images of the gods, but 
the ornaments of their houfes. He refufed the tide of 
Father of his Country, and never took upon 'him the name 
of Auguftus, though it was hereditary, but in his letters to 
foreign potentates. For flattery he had an utter averCon : 
tf, in private converfation, or public fpeeches, any thing 
was faid in bis praife, he immediately not only interrupted^ 
but rebuked the fpeaker. Being called dominus, or Urd^ 
he defired the perfon not to mention him any more in de- 
rifion. Another declaring his employments j&fr^^, he In- 
treated him to change his epithet, and to ftyle them treu* 
tle/ome. He would not permit th^ fenate to fwear to the 
obfervation of his a£ls, urging againll it the inftability of 
all mortal things, and that the higher he was raifedj the 
Wsijctra* more he was expofed to danger. All flanderous reports^ 
wrdinary libels, and lampoons upon him and his adminiftration^ he 
faiuncu iK)fe with extraordinary patience, faying, that, in a free 
city, the thoughts and tongues of every man ought to be 
free : and when the fenate would have proceeded againft 
fome, who had publiQied libels againft him, he would not 
confent to the profecution **. 
Wis refpeS His carriage towards the fenate was very refpe£iful \ no- 
f^rthefi- thing of moment was tranfafted without their advice and 

ti Tacit. Anna), lib. t, cap. (— 13« Suet, in Tib, cap. aa—24* 
D:o, hb Ivii. p. do^t 

appio- 
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•H^probatfon. To them were referred the collc^irtg of ttife 
taxes and tributes, the building and repairing of all publid 
edificeis> the raifing or difbandlng of forces, the muftering 
of the legions and auxiliaries, the prolonging or granting 
commiffidns updft any extraordiiiafy war, the returning of 
'anfwers it the letters of kiiigs and fofeigti ftatcs. He ne» 
ver entered the fenate with any ^tt^ndants but oiice, when 
he was bronght in, on addotint of an indipoHtion^ iii a lit- 
ter; and then he immediately ordered them to with- 
draw. In the fenate he allo\yed every one to deliver' his 
fentiments with great freedom ; having one day diffented 
in his opinion from Q^Haterins ; " Pardon me, 1 befeech 
you, (faid ht), if, as a fenator, I fpeak againft you with 
more freedorii than ordinary.*' Then turning to the whole 
aflembly, he addrefled them thus t " Mf>ft venerable fa- 
thers, what I fay now I have often faid before ; a good and 
prudent prince, to whom you have given fo great atid ab* 
folate a power, ought to be ferviceable not only to the fe- 
nate, and the bojdy of the city, but to every particular ci- 
tizen : nor do [ repent of any thing I hav^ faid of this na- 
ture, having always accounted you, as I ftill do, my good, 
juft, and moft gracious lords." If, in the fenate, any thing 
was decreed againft his judgment, he did not complain, 
nor feem the leaft difplea^ed. 

He allowed the confuls fo much power, that certain am». ami/ii 
bafladofs from Africa had recourfe to them, defiring they co/tfu'iu 
would return a fpeedy anfwer, fince Caefar, to whom they 
had been fent, deferred it from day to day. He often at*- 
fifted at the trials in the courts of juftice, efpecially if any 
criminal was reported likely to efcape by favour or conni- 
vance ; he then appeared unexpeftedly, and, with a grave 
air, I'eminded the judges of the laws and the crimes before 
them. He applied himfelf with great care to the reforma- Applies 1$ 
tion of manners, and made many excellent regulations> by '^' ^fM" 
which he reftrained the immoderate expences of plays and ^^^^^^^f 
public ihews, retrenched the falaries of the players, and re- ^^ * , 
duced the gladiators to a fixed number. The prices of Co*^ 
rinthian veflels growing extravagant, and the luxury of en- 
tertainments rifing to fuch an excels, that thirty thoufand 
fefterces were paid for three mullets, he complained of 
thefe diforders to the fenate, and got a law paiTed, fetting 
bounds to the expences in furniture, and ordaining, that 
the prices of provifions in the markets ihould be annually 
regulated by the fenate. 

As to the eating-houfes and taverns, which at this time 
were very numerous in Rome, they were all, by Tiberius's 
order, utteriy fupprefled \ and that he might, by his own ex- 

VoL, XIL R. amplc^ 
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tih fruga- ample, countenance frugality in others, he had, at his pob* 
%• lie and moft folcmn entertainments, meat ferred,' which 

had been drefled and cut up the day before, contrary to the 
cuftom which then obtained, faying, that ** every part had 
the fame tafte as the whole.** To check the progrefs pf vicCt 
he drove out of Rome a great number of young noUemen, 
and alfo fome women of diftinflion, who were notorious 
for their debaucheries. At the fame time he revived an an- 
cient law, impowering all parents to puniih their daughters, 
even after they were married, if, by their debauched lives, 
they brought difgrace upon their families. In this particu- 
lar he was fo ftii£b, that he prQhibited the kifies that were, 
according to cuftom, given by way of falutatzon. Hefeem- 
'cd entirely averfe from loading the people with any new 
taxes. When fome governors of provinces advifed him to 
raife their taxes, he anfwered, that *' it was the duty of a 
good (hepherd to (hear, not to flay his flock ;*' and was fo 
" far from hearkening to the remonilrances of his prefidents 
and governors, that, inflead of raiting he leflened the tri- 
Leffensih butes that were annually remitted to Rome from the pro- 
/tfA-//. vinces ». Such was the deportment of Tiberius, while his 
authority was wavering \ but we (h^ll foon fee him puU off 
the malk, and abandon himfelf to thofe vices which he 
now fo artfully cloaked. To return to the brave .Gcr- 
manicus. 
Itttefiim In the following year, Germariicud made great prepani«> 
* tk ^^^^^ ^^^^ * defign to purfue the war againft the Germans, 
%Jut * ^"^ revenge the death of Varus, and the daughter of his le- 
gions. He had indeed no thoughts of attempting any thing 
till the fumYner ; but being informed that violent difien* 
Sons prevailed annong the enemy, he relblved early in the 
fpririg to make an irruption into the country of the Catti. 
Gerntani* Thefe inteftine hfoils, of which Germanicus refolved to 
€us ^^/^^*^J' take advantage, were occaiioned by the oppofite parties of 
'vantaee of -Arminius and Segcftes, the fof mcr the incendiary of Ger- 
$A^m. many, and chief author of the infurreftion in which Varus 
periihed with his legions ; the latter a fincere and faithful 
friend to the Romans : he had even given Varus notice of 
the intended revolt, and advifed him to feize himfelf » Ar- 
minius, and the other chiefs, afluring him, that, without 
their leaders, the multitude would pot attempt any thing : 
hut the Roman general defpifed his advice. Segeftes, 
though forced to join his countrymen in that general revolt, 
yet remained at conftant variance with Arminiu^ \ and* at 
this time, their animofities were heightened by a domeltic 

^ Suet» in Tiber, cap. s6-- 36. Tacit. Ibid. 

quarrel^ 
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|}tlatrel^ Armmlua baring forcibly carried away She daugh- 
ter of Segeftes, named Thiifneldis, and married her, though 
already betrothed to anotlier. > ^« 

This rape gave rife to ail open ruptiire between the two Hg r«« ^ 
diiefs. Of this Gerraamictts no fooner had intelligence, '^agm iki 
than heput fourkgions, five thoufand auiiliaries, and fome ^i^^P^^ 
German troops drawn fuddenly together^ utider the com- 
mand of Caecina, ordering him to icour the country. Hq 
himfelf, at the bead of as many legions, and a numerout 
body of allies, advanced with incredible expedition into th^ 
country of the Catti ; and, falling upon the enemy before 
they were apprifed of his march, put vaft numbers of them 
to the fword. Moft of their youth efcaped by fwimming 
over the Adraiia (D), and attempted to prevent the Ro- 
mans from laying a bridge over that river: their efforts 
proving unfuccefsful, fome of them ftibmitted to Germani- 
cus ; but tlie greater part, abandoning their villages, took 
refuge in the woods ; fo that the Romans, without oppo* 
fition, laid wade the open country, fet fire to their dwel- 
lings, laid Mattium (£} their capital in aflies, and then 
marched back to the Rhine. The Cherufci alone made 
fome motions, as if they defigned to affift the Catti, and 
fall upon the Romans in their retreat ; but were reftrained 
by Caecina, who, with his army of obfervation, moved from 
place to place, and had even defeated the Marfi (F), who 
bad ventured to engage him '. 

Germanicus had fcarce reached his camp, when deputies Sig^a r/« 
arrived from Segeftes, praying relief for that faithful friend cursf^nm 
to the Romans a?aihft his and their declared enemy Armi- ^''^'f ^^* 
mus, who had befieged him in his camp. At the head of '"^'*^» 
this embaffy was Segimundus, the fon of Segeftes, whom^ 
though he had formerly revolted from the Romans, German 
iiicus received with great kindnefs ; but fent him, as he 
could no longer depend upon his fidelity, under a ftrong 
guard, to the frontiers of Gaul (G). 

> Tacit, ibid. cap. 56* 

(P) Tt^e Adrana, now the were, according to moft of our 

£der, rifes in Upper Heile, wa« modern ge(^;rapher9, the an- 

ters the county of Waideck and cient habitauon of the Marfi* 

Lower HeiTe, and falls into the (G) Segimundus had beea 

Fulda, or Fulden, two miles greatly favoured b]^ the Romany 

above Caflel. and by th^ni appointed priefi of 

(£} Mattium is fuppofed to the altar of the Ubii ; but whea 

have ftood where Marpurg is his countrymen revolted, he rent 

now fituated. the facerdotaltiarsi and fled te 

(F) Part of Weftphalia, and the rev^lters. 
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The Bonian general readily con)pIiM with his jfequcfif 
led back his army w^hout delay to the relief of Segeftes» 
engaged the befiegers, put them to flighty and refcued that 
faithful friend out of the hands of his inveterate enemy. 
On this occafion the Romans took a great many prifonerst 
among whoni was ThufneldiS) the wife of Arminiust and 
daughter of Segeiles^ who bad been the chief occafior^ of 
the prefent rupture between the two illuftrious families. 
She was then pregnant| and feemed to be concerned only 
for the fate of her unhappy babe, deftined to be born in 
flavery. She bore her own captivity with the intrepidity 
of a true heroine, without (bedding a tear, or uttering a 
word in the ftyle of a fuppliant. -Among the booty were 
found Roman fpoils taken from Varus, and his flaughtered 
legions, and divided among thofe who were now prifoners. 
Arminius being put to flight, Segeftes thought it his duty 
to wait upon his deliverer. Accordingly, from a confidence 
in bis fincere attachment to the Roman 'intereft, he appear* 
ed before Germanicus, without betraying the leaft fear^ 
and addreHing him with a majeftic air, enumerated, with 
great modefty, the fervices he had rendered the republicj 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of Arminius; offer* 
ed his mediation for the German nation, if they would ra* 
ther choofe to fubmit than be deftroyed ; and earnefUy re- 
commended to his known clemency his fon and daagQter> 
intreating him to forgive the former the error he had bcco 
guilty of in his youth, ihore out of imprudence than malicCi 
and to confider the latter rather as the daughter of Segeftes 
than the wife of Arminius. Germanicus replied, with his 
ufual good-nature and humanity, promifing to take his font 
daughter, and all his relations, under his prote^iion, affigned 
him a fafe retreat iti one of the neighbouring provinces 
long fince fubjed): to Rome, and then returned with the 
^rmy to his former camp, where the wife of Arminius was 
delivered of a male child ^. 

In the mean time Arminius, more enraged than ever for 
the lofs of his wife, whom he tenderly loved, and the fate 
. of his child, doomed to be bora in captivity, flew about the 
country of the Cherufci, inflarjiing that warlike nation 
againft Segeftes and Germanicus. His credit, and the in- 
veJftives he was conftantly uttering againft the Romans, 
j'oufed not only the Cher ufci, \^\it all the neighbouring na- 
tions : Inguiomerus, one of the chief lords of the country, 
hitherto a friend to the Romany, and in high credit with 
tb^rii, though uncle b Arminius by the fatheir's fide, was 



y 'facit, ibid. cap. 57, ^%^ 



drawn 
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drawn into the confederacy^ and {)revai1ed upon to declare 
for his nephew, and join him with all his friends and depen- 
dents. Germanicus, upon intelligence of this powerful con- 
federacy, that he might not be obliged to engage fuch nu- 
merous forces united, refolved to make a diveriion ; and 
with this view detached Caecina, at the head of forty Ro- 
man cohorts, to the river Amifia, nOw the £ms, through 
the territories of the Bru£ieri. The cafalry took another 
route, under the conduCt of PedO| who led them by the 
confines of the Frifians. 

Germanicus embarked the four remaining legions on a Gtrmani- 
neighbouring lake, and tranfported them by rivers and ca- tusmanhn 
nals to the place appointed for the general rendezvous on ^j^-^ 
the banks of the Amifia, where the thfee bodies met. The '^""^ ' 
Cltauci, as the legions paiSed through their country, joined 
them : the Bruderi, upon the approach of Qermanicus, 
attempted to fet fire to their houfes, and retire ; but] were 
reftrained by Stertinius, who had the good fortune to find, 
in the country of the Bru^teri, the eagle of the nineteenth 
kgion, loft in the overthrow of Varus. The arihy, now ' " 

united, purfued their march to the fartheft bolhders of the 
Bruderi, and laid wafte the whole country between the , 

rivers Luppias and Amifia, that is, the Lyppe and the Ems. . 
As the foreft of Teutoburgit:im(H) was not far from the 
place where the bones of Varus, and the three legions flaugh- 
tered with him, were faid to lie unburied, Germanicus, 
touched with compaffion for their unhappy fate, refolved to 
march thither, and pay them the' laft offices. Accordingly Cermam^ 
Csecina was detached to clear the way, to examine the "'<'*'^'^ 
avenues leading to the foreft, and lay bridges over marOiy ^^gj^^ 
places. The reft of the army followed, and marching in ef yarns 
good order, entered the gloomy foreft, where they ioon dif- anJMs 
covered the ruins of two Roman camps, th6 one vei-y fpa-^ ^tgtons. ^ 
cious, and capable of containing three legions, the other 
much lefs in circumference^ which they concluded had 
ferved for a place of retreat for the fmall number of legion- 
aries who had efcaped the firft day's ilaughter. The ram- 
parts of both were half ruihed, and the ditches almoft filled 
up. The plains were covered with bleached bones, fome 

(H) The foreft of Teutobur plain in the neighbourhood of a 

gum, now Teuteberg, lay in fmall town called Horn, and is 

Weftphalia, between the Ems known by the name of Win- . 

and the Lyppe. The prefent feldr, which it took* they fup- 

inhabitantB pretend to (hew the pofe, from the Germans win* 

very fpot where Varus with his ning the field* 
kgions was cut off It is a 

R 3 feparatCt 
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{^fsimt^r fome in heaps, as tbofe unhappy men chanced to 
£sJl fingly or in bodies. In the adjacent groves were feen 
altars, where the barbarians had facrificed to their gpds the 
tribunes and chief centurions^ whom they had made pri* 
fpners. On the trees furroundii^ the altars were placed 
the ikulk of thofe unhappy victims (I)« So many dolefol 
objeds awakened in the hearts of the Romans^a tender coai- 
paf&on for the fate of th^r countrymen, and an eager deGre 
of appeafing their maneSi with the flaughter of an enemy £> 
cruel and inhuman. AVith thefe fentiments they carefuUy 
coUeAed the fcattered bones ; and having dug adeep trench, 
buried them there, Germanicus laying the firft tUff on the 
common tomb *. 
n0 ad^ Having paid the laft offices to their friends, they abaow 
^^5' J doned that folitude, difaial to their fight and mtmory ; andf 
SfS yp i f^^y^^ ^f^^^^^^^^^f advanced againft the authof of foinanj 
evils, who retired, and encamped in an advantageous poft 
clofe to the woods. The Roman general followed, and 
coming up with him, ordered his cavalry to advance and 
whgaimt diflodgQ bim. Arminius, at the approach of the Roman 
^manutti ^^^^f pretended to fly \ but wheeling fuddenly^ and at the 
kut isdi* i^T^^ time giving the fignal to a body of troops» which he 
f$iitid> had concealed in the foreft, they rufliedout upon the enemy 
with fuch vigour, that the Roman cavalry began to give way* 
Germanicus immediately detached fome cohortsto their re« 
lief; but they too were foon put in diforder, ahd'brokeoy 
more by their own men who ned than by the enemy/ Ar« 
minius taking advantage of the confufion the Romans were 
in, redoubled his efforts, and would have forced them into 
a morafs, had not Germanicus advanced, at the head of his 
legions, in order of batjtle. Arminius, finding his men almoft 
exhaufted, did not think it adi^feable to engage the frelh le« 
gions, and therefore retired in good order, Leaving tfaeRo* 
mans mafters of the field. Germanicus, not judging itfiife 
to purfae the enemy through woods and forefts, contented 
himfelf with this advantage, and returned with the army to 

« Tacit. Annal. lib. ii* cap. s6« 

(I) In Germanicus's army our eagles were t^ken s hers 

% there were fome who bad ferv- Varus received his firft wound ; 

ed under Varus, and had the there he fell by his own 

good fortune to efcape the ge- hand : in that place ftood the 

neral daughter; and thefe re- tribunal whence Arminius ha* 

lated the particulars of that tra- rangued his troops ; in this he 

gical event to the red. *^ Here caufed gibbets to be ere^ed for 

(faid they) the commanders of the execution of his captives, 

our legions were flain; there &c/* 

the 
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the river Aihifia. There he embarked with four legiond,. 
ordered G^cina to reconduf^ the other four by land, and 
fent thSe cavalry to the fea-fide^ with orders to march^p the 
Mihie. Though Canrina \^a8 to return through roads welt 
known, yet Germanicus exhorted him to pafs with all pol&« 
Me fptta the caufeway <^alled the Long Bridges (K). JNot« 
wftbftsMdmg every effort, Arminius arrived there before him. 
This eaufeway led through vaft marihes, furrounded on all 
fides with woods and hills, which gently rofe from the plain. 

ArminiiliS had already filled the woods with his men, externa it 
who, as foon as Cxcina approached, ru(hed upoti him with aitacktd 
fuch fury, that the legions, not able to manage their arms ^y. ^^"^ 
in the deejj waters, and flippery ground, would, in all like- "'"^ * 
lihood, have been entirely defeated, had not night put an 
etid to die combat. The Germans, encouraged with their 
faccefs, inftead of refrefhing tbemfelves with deep, em- 
ployed the whole night in diverting the courfes of the . 
fprrngs rifin^ in the neighbouring mountains^ and turning 
them into tne plains ; fo that the Roman camp was on a 
fudden laid under water, and their works ruined. Under ohJ rt* 
thefe circumftances, they pafled a moft' melancholy night. ^^^'^^*^ 
C«ci<ia had ferved forty years, was well experienced in all ^'^^ 
the viciffitudes of wa^, and thence undaunted even in the 
^ateft darigers. Having therefore calmly weighed every 
expedient proper for the ^refent conjunifture, he at length 
refelyed to attack the Baroarians ne^t day, to drive them to 
their woods, and there keep them befieged, till the baggage 
and the wounded men had pafled the^ caufeway, and were 
otit of the enemy*8 reach. With this view, at break ojf 
day, he drew up his legions, placing the fifth in the right . 
wing, the twenty-firft in the left, the firft in the van, and 
the twentieth in the rear. But the legions pbfted on the 
wings, feized with a fudden panic, as foon as dav appeared, 
deferted their ftations, and took poffeflion of a neld beyond 
the marfhes. Csecina found it advifeable to follow them & 
but the baggage being entangled' in the ifnire, as he crofled 
the marfhes, and the foldlers about it in great diforder, Ar» 
mitiias feized this opportunity to begin the attack ; andy 
crying out, •* This is a fecond Varus, the fame fate attends 
him and his legions,** he rufhed upon them at the head of 
a chofen body with Uttcommon fury. As he had ordered 

(K) Tacitus tells us, that had penetrated .before. This 

this caijfeway was made by Lu«* caufeway, according to Lipfiua, 

clus IX>initiu8, who, according led crofs the marfhes betweeQ 

to that writer, led an army over Lingcn, Wedden, and Coevcr- » 

the EIIk, and advanced iarther den, where, fome remains of it 

into Germany than any Roman are flill lying under water. 
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his.mea to aim chiefly at the enemyfs horicSy great num* 
her$ of them were killed ; and the . ground becoming flipN 
per^ with their blood and the flime of the marfb, the t€& 
' either fellj or threw their riders^ aad galloping among the 
ranksy put them into diforder. 

. Csecmai difliinguiflied himfelf in a very fingolar mamier ^ 

but his horfe being kilJed, he would have been taken pci- 

^^' ^r^ // foner, had not the firft legion refcued him. The rapacity 

J^/if* ^^ ^^^ enemy faved Cs^cina and his legions from utter de- 

Ir^fdmfi fruition; for while they were on the. point of yielding, 

^threae* the Barbarians fuddenly abandoned them to feize the bag-» 

^^ • g^g^* 'I^^ Romans, during this refpite^ ftruggled put of 

, .♦ the marfli, and, gaining the dry fields, formed, i|rith all 

poflible fpeed, a camp, which was immediately ibctilied** 

; The legionaries, quite exhaufted, retired to reft tbcm- 

^he R9* felves after fo fatiguing a combat. . But their rqpofe wa^ 

mans Jem- foon interrupted bty an accident;* whi^h filled the camp with 

laaic ^ alarm, A horfe having broke loofe, and frightened with 

: ' the noife,, a$ he ftrayed about, ran oyer fome who were in 

his way. Thi^ incident happening. in the dark, raifed fuch 

,' a conflernatipn amopg thelegipparie^, that, imagining the 

Germans had .broken into the ' qampj^ . they all ran to the 

jgate decumana> M^bich was fartheft from the enemv, in 

order to make their efcape* C«cinai having difcovered the 

true caufe of thi$',. general uproar, ..^«de^voured to.flop tho^ 

fugitives, afliiririg them, that their -<ear was quite ground* 

lefs ; but noneprtbem hearkening to him, he flung bimfelf 

C^cina at length acroft the. gate. The avv:e and refpe<Jl they had 

'^A^^ki^^^^ /or their general,, retrained them .from running over hi$ 

jiigw^ body, and put a flop to their flight.;, and, in the n>ean time, 

the tribunes and centurions convinced them, that it was a 

falfe alarm. Then Caecina, calling them together^ declared, 

that they muftbe indebted for their lives to their valour, 

but that their valour ought to be retrained by conduct ; that 

they muft keep clofe within their camp till the Germans. aN 

tempted to ftorm it, and then make a fudden fallyi hr^ak 

through the enemy, and purfue their march to the Khine, 

This was the only expedient. left for.j:etrieving .their gloryi 

*?ind faving their. Jives. 

^e Get* ^^ j^ tije niean time it was refolved in the German camp, 

^^kit purfuant to the advice of Inguiomerus, to attack the Roman 

t^9m4in entrenchments next morning, nobody doubting, except Ar- 

^^amb I «ninius, that they might be eafily forced. That commander} 

\ BO lefs prudent than brave, was for fnfTcring the Romans 

quietly to depart, and attacking them on their march, v^heQ 

« Tacit. Annal. ibid. , 

embarraflbd 



The Rman H^ory. 149^ 

^mbarraflcd among forefts and marflies: but the advice of 
IftguioHierua prevailing,* aa foon as it 'was light, the Ger« 
mans befet the campi and* having filled the ditches, were 
already .climbing' up the ramparts, when Csecina ordered 
the- Ggoal to be given to the cohorts, who> fallying out 
with Ipud (bouts, ml upon the aflailants, and made a dread* 
ful flaughter of them, while they were fcaling the en- 
trench ments. The Germans, who imagined that few Ro- btamart* 
snaot were remaioingy and bad therefore promifed them-: P^V^^t wd 
felves^an e^ify vifkory, jwere fo furprifed and intimidated' ^V* 
at this (udden and unexpeQed attack, that they immedi- ^ * 
ately betook themfelves to flight* The Romans purfued 
tbemii and made a dreadful flaughter of the fugitives. Ar« 
nonius had the good fortune to efcape unhurt ; but In- 
f^ioo^fOfus was dangetoufly wounded. After this aAion^ 
the G^mans, as deftitucc of conduct in diftrefs, as void o£ 
moderalJioa m prpi^jerityv appeared tio more ; fo that Gae^ 
cina.pmfued his mareh'/U)umolefted to'the Rhine ^ 

In thf^ mean time a rc;port being fpready'that the Roman Th$ <««• 
forces were cut in |Heccs, and a German >rmy in full march ragiout U^ 
to iov^de Gaul» fome^ timorous partifans of Ronie were- for ^^*^«r ^ 
breaking down tbo bridge which the;Ronuins' had built over ^^Pr^^ 
the Rfaivie near Treve^j but Agrippina, who ftill continued 
jn. that .^i^i not giving credit to the public report, oppofed, 
with amanly courage, the ei^ecution of this defign, and pre* 
ferv(ed>tbe bridee* She had foon the fatisfaAion to fee the 
Jegioas Qnder Csecinai which ^ere .fuppofed to have met 
with the fame fate as thofe of Varus, arrive, much reduced, 
and extremely fatigi|&d> but vi£lprious. Aflfthey approached, 
this undaunted heroine went out with her fon Caligula to 
receive them; and* ftanding at the bead of the bridge, 
comn^nded, as they pafled, their .gallant behaviour, and 
returned them thanks, forit in a mod obliging manner. In 
the abfence of her hufband, fhe difcharged all the duties of 
a gejieral, relieved the neceflities of the foldiers, prefcribed 
medicines for the wounded, fupplied fome with cloaths, 
and to all extended theefle^s of her unbounded generofity. 
This behaviour, however commendable, roufed the jealoufy Thijem^r 
of Tiberiiis : " It is not (faid he), againft foreigners only iou(if$f 
that (he thus (liidies to win the aflPefiions of the foldiery \ ^i^^i^- 
flie has already given manifeft proofs of her afpirtng views, 
in carrying her child* the general's fon, about the' camp, in 
the habit of a common foldier* with the title of Csefar Ca« 
ligula. Sejanus, well acquainted with the diftruftful tem- 
per of Tiberius, had already entertained ambitious defigns^ 

^ Tacit. AnnaL lib. ii» q»p« 9^$, Pio, lib. IviL p* 61 5, 8c feq. 

which 
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tkrbich iic could net (Erompalfs widiotir Ar Aftilfu^ton of 
Germankus's 'lamily, in&zmed mth Us gtovtt^ldh fog* 
geftionsibe emperdr^s jedoufiest mid folwrtd: in his mind tbe 
feeds of an irreconctleable hatred aglinit Agrippitht.' 
: Gonnanicusy harving conveyed the iour legioDb ddwti the 
Amifia into the ocesn^ in order to; return trr fea to the 
Rlnne, anfd findii^. that bis veffrts.trere overloaded) ddi« 
ver^d the feoondand fenrteentfa legnma to Publivs Vhd- 
lioS) one of his lieutenants^ with 0KI419 10 reCOnduA them 
by land, . This march proved fatal. t(> great nnmbers of 
them, who were either buried in .the ^aick*fands, br-fntral- 
lowed by the billows^ and overft^wing tide^ to whti*h they 
were ftrangers;' lYicrfe* "Otrbo efeaped loft theif arms» iiteii* 
fils, and pravifion$,.and fpent a melasichoiy night ^n an 
eminence^ which they had gained. '■■ Next morning the land 
appearing after 'the tide of ebb»' Vitellius, urimA hafty 
march, reached Kfae river XJfingi^i which fome ^dlcions 
critics take ibr thdloerenfter, onurlskh ftands the-^tty of 
Gneningen. Tbfere Germanictts, "vi^ho hlid reachM'that 
fiver with his Acer, again embai4ciAl tilt two ieg^s^ aiid 
cptiveyed theni to the month of tbe^ Rhine, -iHreteiA^iy aill 
fettsmed to the city of the Ubi!,'or^logne. 
: Germanictts'fbmvd in that city Se^menis^'tbe brbtfaer ^f 
Segefkesi mtb^ his'^on Sefithacus, whb^^liaVing i^ndtitic^d 
ihe'ciMifederacy of their cottntrymcn, vi^erc'coiiie to imploit 
die clemency of the Romans, %n& enter intb an ' iltitltikStf 
«»ith them. i^eififtheTj though ^ne of the tehief aiKthoH 
of the levoh, was Icindly received by Germanrcas; Wt H 
visas vrith muck difficulty that he eonfented to pai^<»it tM 
ion, whowas (kid^tobaveinfulted Vhe4e&d bddy^thiem- 
fortunate Varus.-^ I^ this eipedit^M Geffiianlc^tls gaimed no 
gneat advantages^ atld loft many ^^^ffiis men. Tlif|¥iteter 
part of thofe who had eibaped Hy^mzM dat^i^^ kt%i^ 
mdnrnt arms> horibs, and aten^> MlNnsiked, kvm^ed/and 
bniit forfervice % but the fame of hl^^n^me^ ahd 'aihsMfle ^wst* 
ltties> having already filled th&G>a4te^'9pain, i^tid IVMyythe 
inhiibitanisorthofe countries ftrove who ihotikt be mdft for* 
ward xi| fupplying biro with arms, horfesi money, ahd whatw 
ever was nccetfary forthe plrofecutibn of the war. * Oerma* 
vismf thanked >them for their zes^t ; but accepted' only the 
horfes and arms'tf 

"^ Though the jealous emperor repiAed at the glory of the 
brave Germanlcus, yet, glad of his fUccefs, he conlSrmed to 
him the title of imperator, which the legions had beftowed, 
smd decreed the txiumpha)^ honours to A«lui Cfecina, Ln* 
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CHSs Aproniiit, and Caius Silius, three of fais Ueutenantfy 
who had diftinguiihed themfche^ in (he courfe of the war. 
In order to coacUiate the affe^lioiis; of the people, which Tihiriut 
Ibemed to centre wholly in GermanicuSj^ he>fie£ted popu- iffe&s ^- 
larity, reje&ing the pompous fiHle« offered by the feoate^ pularUybjf 
relieving the <Uftreffed with grea^ gf^nerofuy, and eafing tb^ w^ M ff^. 
inhabitaBts of Rofnet and the jtrpvipces, of fcfVjerol taxes 
with which they .ha4.been bard^ei^d by Auguftus. A ie«' 
natori oamed Pia$ :AlurelijUJft,;wiK>f0^ hpufe bad £»llen9 ap« 
plied 10 the fenal;e for jrelief* T^he preetors of the treafury 
^ppofed his fuit % h^l nerertheleis Tiberius ordered him th4 
j^ice of his b(mf<(» Propertius^ Celery who had been fi9* 
toty defiring to irefign the feftatorial dignity, as too bur^ 
theafonie to bis imM eftate, Tibc^nuSy* upon infoirmation 
that his mi^ort^HM^ D^ere owing to his father, prefeiiced 
him with a thoufand great fe(&rces» The Tiber having 
Overflowed thf^ lowef parts of the dty, he caufed the bed o£ - 
that river to be clean^i and appointedi according to Dio^ 
five^ according .10 Tacitus, only, two magiflratesof the fena* 
torial order, .whode ,fole bnfinefe w^ to gnard ags^inft the 
overflowing of the^Tiber, and i^rain it within iff banks. 
The provinces of Aebala and Mgcodon* begging to beeafed 
^ their public burd^cis, were this year taKea from the fe* 
iiatCi and given to the emperor. 

ThusTKkerios afi^i^ed popuku^y ; but neverthelefs did Hi u* 
not acquire the reputation of being tr^ly popular, having nnntMsihi 
this very year revifed the law of treafon or m4J^fty with f^w^/wfl. 
relation to libels or words; alaw.abpve all others execrable ^'^^* 
to the people, finee, by it, tboie who wrote or fpoke any 
thing reflecking on the emperor^ were deemed guilty of 
high treafon. In the times of the republic, fays Tacitus, 
jiAions were puaifliedt but wordf were free. Augujftus was 
the firft who brought words under the penalty of this law | 
und Tiberius, exalfperated by fatiiicalverfesdifperfed about 
the city, expofing hiiif cruelty, his pride, and the mif under* 
ftanding which already began between him and bis mother^ 
thought it neceflary to revive this dreadful law; a law 
which occafioned, under him and his fucceiTors, fo much 
blopdibed in Rome, and all parts of the empire ^« 

Several perfons were profccuted upon this law, the em«* 
peroc having, as be was naturally fufpicious and diflriiftful, 
his fpies and emifiaries difperfed all over the city* Some Sitfirml 
of thefe accttfed Falanius, a Roman knight, of having ad- f^fi^* ^* 
micted into his houfe, where he had ereSed an altar in ho- '^^^\f^f 
Rour of At»guftus, among the other adorers of the deified ^^'^ 

< Tacit. Axau libb L cap^ 7*— 7<l* 
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emperor^ otie CaffiuSj a pantomime, infiimous for his de- 
baucheries. To this charge they added another ; that, hav- 
ing ibid his gardens, he had fold with tlvem the ftatue of 
Auguftus. Rubrius, ai^her Roman knight, was chars^ed 
with fw'earing falfly by the diYinityof Anguftue* Tibe- 
rius, fatisfied with having reftored this law to its former ti* 
gour, and by that expedient checked the freedom of fpeech, 
and the licentioufnefs of libelletSy would not allow any 
puniihment to be inflided on the pretended criminals. 
Gramut '^ ^^ "^^ t<>ng> however, before he plainljr fliewed^ that 

fSarallus he defighed to take notice of filch infornitilions ^ Granius 
4ucujtd9f MarceHus, prKtor, orratherproprsetor, of Bithynia, being 
%A turn- charged with high treafon of this nature by hife own queeftor 
^* Caepio Crifpirius, Tiberius flew into a vi<»ent paffion» and, 

in that fudden tranfport, was for condenrning, without fair-* 
ther enquiry, the^ pretended criminal, Mkrcelliis was ac- 
eufed of having fpoken difrefpe£kfully <tf the emperor ; and 
the accufer, to render his accufation more credible, col- 
ledling whatever was molt deteftable in the prine<;'s cha- 
ra£):er, repeated it as the expreffions of the accufed. He 
added, that Marcelltls ha^ placed his own ftatue higher 
than thofe of the Csefard ; and that, having taken the head 
from pff the ftatue of Augtfftus, he had placed the head of 
Tiberius in its room. The emperor was {<> enraged, that, 
' no longer able to diffemble his refentment, he declared, 
that he would himfelf, in this caufe, give his vote openly, 
and upon his oath. Cneius Pifo then a&ed him, ^^ In what 
place, C^far, will you choofe to give your opinion ? If 
£rft, I (hall have your example to follow; if laft, I am 
afraid I may difagree with you.*' Thefe words ftung Tibe^ 
mtd ae^^ "^^ > neverthelefs he h6t€ them patiently, being afhamed 
^itudiy of his tranfport, and fuflfered MarceUus to be acquitted of 
TihrtMS* high treafon •. 

^_ . The diflenfions of the theatre, which had begun in the 

•//2f *** courfe of the preceding year, now broke out with great 
iAfoin. violence, and rent almoft the whole city into fa£Hons and 
parties, fome protecting one player^ and lome another ; nay, 
the oppofite parties often came to blows, and turned the 
playhoufe into a field of battle. In one of thefe frays, fe- 
veral foldiers who attended in the play-houfe, and at the 
gate, to prevent difturbances, were killed, and among them 
a centurion ; even the- tribune of a praetorian cohort was 
wounded, while he was endeavouring to fecure the magis- 
trates from infults, and to quell the licentious rabble. The 
fenate tdok this affair intoconfideration ; and feveralexpe* 

• T«it. Ann. lib* L cap, 7t, 74, 
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dients were propofed for preventing fuch riots. The ma<» 
jority were for impowering the prsetors to fcourge the ^ 
players, who, as was fuppofedy were the chief authors of 
thefe tumul^^. Bat Haterius Agrippa^ tribune of the peo- 
ple, oppofed this motion*, alleging, that Auguftus had de- 
clared, that players ihould not be fcourged ; and, indeed, 
that emperor, who took great delight in fuch diverfions, 
had reft rained the power of puni(hing the players S which, 
by an ancient law, the magiftrates had, till that time, ex- 
ercifed over them, ih all places and ages. Afinius Gallus, 
with great afperity, reprimanded the tribune for his oppo- 
fition ; which, however, prevailed, out of refpe£): to Au* 
guftus, whofe laws were to be inviolably obferved. 

In order to curb the infolence of the playersj, their wages Laws fir 
were, by a decree of the fenatc, curtailed : and it was (^^S '^ 
moreover ena£ked, that no fenator fliould vifit a player 5 *!£lf^]^ 
tljiat no Roman knight fliould be feen abroad in their com- " 
pany ; and that they (houid a£t nowhere but in the theatre 
or public play*houfe K The praetors were impowered to 
punifh with baniOiment fuch of the fpedators as fliould 
jraife the lead difturbance in the theatre. Thus was an end 
put for a time to thefe riots and tumults. 

In the courfe of this year Tiberius difcharged the legacies Tibiritu 
which Auguftus had left to the people; but fullied the glory difchdrgtt 
naturally arifing fromfo plaufible and popular an a£tion, by ^aT^' 
another equally bafe and cruel. A facetious Roman advanc- JufiiJ^ 
ing one day to a bier as it pafled, and addrefling himielf to 
the deceafed, faid aloud, *' Remember to inform Auguftus, 
that the legacies which he left to thepeople, are not yet paid.** 
This pleauncry being related to Hberius, he commanded 
the jefter to be brought to him ; and having paid his full 
demand, caufed him to be put to death immediately, telling Tiberius 
him, that he flaould gd himfelf to Auguftus, finc6 he could /'••'Af J 
give him freflier accounts than the deceafed *• However, •^^f*'*' 
a few days after, 'he paid the legacies K The people intreat- 
ing him to eafe them of the tax of one per cent, eftabliflied 
at the end of thet:ivil wars upon all vendible commodities, 
he declared, by an edi£k, that the fund for maintaining 
the army depended entirely upon this tax ; and that eveti 
then the republic would notbe able to defray the vaft charges 
attending the iina^ difmiffion of veterans before the twen- 
tieth year of their fervice. By this decree the conceflions 
made to the foldiery during the late fedition were implicitly 
revoked, ;and the men were ol}ligedto ferve twenty years^' 

f Suet, in Aug. cap. 45, c Tacit. Ann. lib. x. cap. 76, 77* 

^ I>iOj iib. Ivii. p. 611. i €uet. in Tiber, cap, j/. 
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Rivokes as h^ottf inftcftd q£ fme^n K Thud Tiberms, wliile he 

thi concif- wa$ ftudying to gain the hearts of the people and foldieryi 

fions grant- g^y^ them juft motives to complain of his prefent^ and to 

r./i? ' d/ead his future behaviour* Let us now return to Genna«* 



Mdiery 

nicus* 

Yr. of Fl. That brave prince fpent the winter, when Statilius Si* 

2364. fenna Taurus, and Lucius Scribonius Libo were confuls, in 

A. D. i6. preparations for another expedition into Germany, having 

U. C. 7^4. his heart wholly intent on the entire redu£lion of tfa^t coun-* 

try. He weighed with himfelf the methods he had hitherto 

eusu^er- V^^^^^^ *" ^bat war, the misfortunes aj!)d fuccefles which 

takes an- bad attended him Gnce he firft undertook it \ and findingi 

•thir ixpt'^ that the Germans were chiefly indebted for their fafety to 

aiiwn into |jieir woods and marQies, to their (hort iummers and early 

fftrmam^^ winters, and that his own men fufiered more froioti tbeif 

long and tedious marches than from the enemy, he refblved 

to enter the country by fea, hoping, by that avenue, to be** 

gtn the campaign earlier, and furprife the enemy. Having 

therefore built* *with great difpatch, dtiring the winter, a 

ihoufand vefiels of different forts, he, early in the fpring. 

ordered them to fall down the Rhine, appomting the iflana 

of the Batavians (L) £or the place of general rendezvotiS| 

ts the mofl: convenient for receiving the forced, and con-> 

veying them from thence to tbofe parts of Germany which 

he defigned to invade. Mean while^ he . detached Siliiis,' 

one of his lieutenants, wirb orders to make a fudden irrup* 

tion into the country of the Cattt ; but he himfelf, ilpon 

intelligence that a Roman fort, upon the Luppias, was be« 

\ iieged by the enemyi haftened with fix legions to its relief* 

Silius was prevented, by fudden rains» from doing more than 

taking fome fmall booty, with the wife and daughter, of 

Arpus, prince of the Catti \ neither did thofe who had in* 

veiled the fort wait till Germanicus arrived, but, upon the 

OhTig$s thf piews of his approach, breaking up the fiege, fled and dif*^ 

Cirmansto perfed* However, in their retreat, they ioverthrew the mo» 

raife thi pument lately raifed in honour of Varus and his legions, 

JUmM * **** ^^ *" ^^^^^ formerly ereiicd to Drufus. The altar 

y^;,/, Germanicus reftoned, and performed, with the legions^ the 

funeral ceremony of rtmmng round it, to the honour of his 

father, according to the ancient cuilom : he then fortified, 

with new works, the whole fpace between the forts which the 

k Tacit. Aon. lib. i. C4p< ^%' 

(L) According to Tacitus, Rhine, and the Vahalts, no# 
the illand of the Batavians was the Wale. 
bounded by the ocean, the 

enemy 
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tnemf bad bdfieged, (fae AUifo, now the Yflel, and tlit 
Rhine ^ 

The fleet arriiringat the ifland of the Batavians, the pro« He mv- 
viGons and warlike engines were put on board, and fent *^*^^ 
forward i ffiips were affigned to the legions and allies i and ^"^ 
the whole army being embarked, the fleet entered the canal 
formerly cut by Drufus, .and, from his name, called Foffii 
Drufiana, or .the canal of Drufus (M). Here the pious ge* 
neral did not forget to invoke the manes of his father, be* 
feeching him to encourage with his ei^ample^ and iafpire 
with wholefome couofels, his fon, who was following hit 
footfteps. Hence he failed profperoufly through lakes (N)| Arrvvts tn 
and the oce^, to the Amifia or Ems ^ and^ having landed thi AmiJSa, 
his troops at the mouth of that river, marched dire£tly to 
the Vifurgis or Wefer. While he lay encamped on the 
banks of that river, news were brought him, that the An* 
grivarsi (O) had revolted. He forthwith difpatched a body 
of horfe, and light-armed foot, againift them, under the 
command of Stertinius, who, with fire and fwordj fpread 
defolation throughout the country. In the mean time, the Finds Af* 
famous Arminius, befing informed of Germanicus's defign, muiusat 
appeared on the oppofitc bank of the Vifurgis (P), at the ^^f yifiir* 
head of the Cherufci, determined to difpuce the paflage of ^'' 
the river. 

However, before hoftilities began on dther fide, he aiked# 
whether Germanicus was arrived; and, being'anfwered that 
he was, he begged permii&on to fpeak with his brother, who, 

t Tacit. Anna], lib. ii, cap. %^% 

(M) The FoiTa Drufiana was Tacitus informs us; but, at 
a can^l cut by Drufos, to con- this time dwelt, as is manifeft 
vey the waters of the Rhine in-' from the pafiage before us, be^ 
to the Sala, 410W the Sale, and tween the Annfia and Vifurgis. 
from thence throng the Lake 8otne modem geographers think 
Flevus into* the ocean. It ex- they poflfeffed part of the pre- 
tended eight miles, from the ■ fent province of Overyllel, of 
prefent village of (feloort tp the the coun^ of Benthem, and of 
to)vn of Doeiburg. , the diocefe of Paderbome. 

(N) From this, and feveral (P) The Vifurgis, asLipliul 

other pailkges in Tacitus, it is obferves, in this place, is chiefly - 

manifefi, that, in former times, indebted to . Tacitus for its 

there were feveral lakes in this fame, and Tacitus for his to 

country, though, at prefent, the Vifurgis ; for, in a monaf- 

there is but bne, called, in the tery on this river, were found 

fan^uage of the country, the the five firil bopks of his AnnalsJ 

Zuiderfee. after they had been long looked 

(O) The Angrivarii had of- upon as loft, 
ten changed their habitation^ *ts 

under 
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imder the name of Flavius^ had long, ferved in the fitomsft 
antiyf and had ]oft an eye in fighting under Tiberius* His 
requeff being granted, Fiavius advanced \ and Armimus, 
having firft faluted him, and ordered his own attendants td 
withdraw, defired, that the Roman archers, who were 
drawn up clofe to the bank of the river, might likewife re*" 
tire. When they were removed, *• How came you, bro* 
ther, by this deformity in your countenance ?'*^ faid Armi-» 
nius. Fiavius having told him in what place, and battle, 
he had loft his eye \ ** And what reward (aflced Arminius) 
have you received for fo dangerous a wound ?" ** In* 
creafe of pay, (anfwered Fiavius), a crown, a chain,' and 
other military gifts i" which Arminius treating with deri-» 
fion, and (lyling the vile wages of flavery, a warm conteft 
arofe between the two brothers : the one extolled the great« 
nefs of the Romans, the power of the emperor, the unnappy 
condition of the conquered, the Roman clemency to fucn 
as fubmittedy the kind treatment of the wife and fon of At^ 
minius. The other urged the rights of their common coun-* 
try, their ancient liberty, the gods of their anceftors \ be« 
feeching him, by their common mother, not to prefer the 
napie of a traitor, of a betrayer of his friends, relationS| 
and country, to that of their general and commander* 
By degrees they came to reproaches, and, though parted by 
the river, would have proceeded to blows, had not Sterti- 
nias reftrained Fiavius, who called for his horfe and ar- 
mour. On the oppoGte bank, Arminius. inflamed with 
I age, was heard to utter dreadful threats, and menace the 
Romans, as he departed, with an approaching batde $ for 
with his native language he mingled many Latin words, 
which he had learnt while he ferved as general of his coun- 
trymen in the Roman armies ". 

Next day the German army appeared on the oppofite bank 
of the Vifurgis, in order ol battle : but Germanicus, not 
thinking it advlfeable to attack them, ordered the horfe to 
ford over, under the condu£i: of StertiniUs and ^milius, 
who, to divide the enemy^s forces, crofled the river in dis- 
tant places. At the fame time Cariovalda, leader of the 
BataviatiS} pafled where it was moft rapid} but beine drawn 
into an ambufcade by the enemy, and furrounded oh all 
fides, he fell, under a fhower of darts, while he was, with 
incredible bravery; attempting to break through the enemy's 
numerous battalions Many of the Batavian nobility fell 
round him; the reft were nved by their own bravery, or 
by the cavalry of Stertiuius and ^milius^ who, upon the 
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&Ht notice of their danger, flew to the relief of their dif- 
tfcfled allies. Gernianicus having, during' thrs fkirmifli, Girmani'^ 
paffed the Vifurgis withdut tnoleftation, was informed by a fuspajfes 
dcferter, that Arminius, being joined by feveral German '^f ^(/«^* 
nations^ had refolved to attack his camp by night Ift con-^ ^"' 
fequenc^ of this information, the Roman general ferit out 
parties to reconnoitre, who, Upon their return, reported^ 
that they had hearf a gr^t noife of men and horfes, arid 
difcernea the eriemy's nres in a neighbouring wood. Ger-*- bifcwttrt 
Ifianicus, no longer doubting that they defigned to Venture thefentU^ 
a* dccifive battle, refolded tb learrt in perfoh the real fenti*- ^^'^i 
ments of the foldiery: with this view he, in the beginning ^Jj, 
of the flight, went out of the pradtoriuni, in difguife, with 
One attendant; and, Hftening from tent to tent to the dif* 
courfes of the 'men at their rheals, had the fatisfadion to 
hear his own praifes in every one's mouth, and the foldiery 
encouraging each other to exert themfelvesin the approach- 
ing battle, from gratitude to fo deferving a general. While 
Germanicus Was thus employed, one of the Germans, who 
fpoke Latin, riding up to the Roman entrenchments, of* 
fered, in the name of Arminius, to every deferter, a wife, 
land, and one hundred fcfterces a day, as long as the war 
lafted. This offer th6 legions confidered as an affront ; 
and, full of rage ahd refentment, " Let day Come, (faid 
they), we will feize their lands ; we will take, not receive, 
German wives " About the third watch the enemy ap- 
proached ; but finding the Romans prepared to receive them, 
they retired, without difcharging a dart. 

Early next morning Germanicus, having afTembled his Ggrmani* 
troops, acquainted them with his defign^ to terminate fo te* cus mcom* - 
dious and fatiguing a war by a decifivc battle : he made ^^S" **' 
them fenfible of their advantage over the enemy, both as to ***** 
their arms, artd manner of fighting 5 reprefented the Ger- 
mans as men of a frightful afpeft, and violent in the be- 
ginning of a battle, but diftieartened with wounds, unaf- 
fcfted with their own difgrace, unconcerned for their gene- 
ral, cowards in diflrefs, in profperity defpifers of •all divine 
and human laws. Finally, he exhorted his nien by one ge- 
nerous- effort to enable him to conquer in thofe very coun*- 
tries where his father and uncle had conquered. His ha- 
rangue infpired the whole army with great ardour, which 
was exprefled with the loudeft acclamations* Neither did 
Arminiu9, and the other German chiefs, negled to ani- 
mate their countrymen, and encourage them either to main- . . 
tain, by their bravery, the liberty they had received from 
their anceflors, or to prevent ilavery by a glorious death. 
Having thus enflamed their courage, they led them into a 
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plain called Idiftavifus (Q^), bounded on the one £iie iy 
the Vifurgis> and) on the othefy by a ridge of hills* Be- 
hind this plain was a foreft of tall trees, thick «f branches 
above, but clear of bufhes below. The Germans wjere all 
drawn up on the plain, and at the entrance of the foreft, ex* 
cept the Cherilfci, who were pofted on the hills^ and or- 
dered to fall upon the Romans in the heat of the fight. 

Germanicus had fcarce entered the plain, with' his troops 
in battle-array, when he obferved the Cherufci, impatient of 
GermoMt' delays, pouring down from the hills. He forthwith com* 
cuSengagfs manded a chofen body of horfe to charge them in flank, 
thetngm^. and, at the fame time, detached Stertinius, with the reft of 
the cavalry, ordering him to wheel about, and fall upon 
their rear. In the mean time, the Roman infantry ad« 
vancing, attacked the enemy in front with fuch vigour, that 
the Germans, not able to ftand the fhock, immediately gave 
ground. Thofe who were pofted at the entrance of the fo- 
reft, fled to the plain, and thofe in the plain took ihelter in 
the foreft. The Cherufci alone maintained the Hght, en- 
couraged by the example of the valiant Arminiua* who, 
though wounded, would have broken through the Roman 
archers, had not the auxiliary cohorts of the Rbaetians, Vin- 
delicians, and Gauls, haftened to their relief. However, 
by his own valour, and the fwiftnefs of his hoxfe, be ef<» 
caped the prefent danger, having firft dyed bis face with 
his own blood, to avoid being known. Some writers hav^ 
related, that the Chauci, who ferved in the Roman army, 
fufFered him to retire unmolefted. The fame bravery, or 
connivance, facilitated the efcape of Inguiomeru^ : the reft 
were either cut in pieces, or drowned in atteiQptuag to 
likf G^f" fwim acrofs the Vifurgis. The flaughter lafted from morn- 
^^Hiti^' ing to night, and the country was covered ten cmles round 
with arms and dead bodies. The Romans were no fooner 
returned from the purfuit than Germanicus, alcribing the 
whole glory of fo remarkable a yiftory to Tiberius, under 
whofe auipices he had fought, caufed him to be proclaimed 
emperor on the field of battle, and, rai&tg a m(»unt, placed 
upon it, as trophies, the arms of the enemy, infcribed un- 
derneath with the names of the conquered n^ion« '• 

B Tacit. Annal. lib. i. 

(Q^) Lipfius, who furve^^d a village called Vegefack, about 

with great care, and no lefs two German miles from the city 

pleafure, the places here de- of Bremen, and extends a great 

fcribed by Tacitus, takes the way towards th^ ieg, between 

plain called by him Idiftavifus a ridge of hill? and |he Wefer« 
to be that plain which begins at 

The 
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It^We t3«rm2n9| though vanquMhcd^ imkI itpea^ d0lef- 
faiined to abandon tbeii: country, afid feck for ftielter be- 
)pond the Alibis or Elbe^ were fo enraged at t>he faifing ^ 
tbk mount, 'wtiich they loo'ke4 fipon as an kifult not to be 
borne, that, forgettmg their wounds imd nisfortnncs, they 
ran to arms agam \ the common people, the ndbiiity, yonng; 
and old, all in a confufed body, rufhed fiidderdy upon the T-ktfJkS 
tlomans, like men m defpair 5 and pat them, as thiy irert '^^P'^" 
on their march, and under no appfehenfion -ctf an enemy, tSJl 
into fome dtforder. Being reptfKed, they encamped in n * 

plaifi (hikt in betweefl a fiver and a forefft; the foreft was 
furrounded by a deep marlh, except on one iide, which * 
^as indofed by a broad rampart rai fed formerly by the 
Angrirarii, as a barrier between them and their neighbours 
the Oherufci. In this plain the enemy pofted their infantry, 
concealing their caralry among the neighbouring groves, 
that they might fall upon the rear of the Roman army, as 
foon as they had entered the foreft. Germanicus, being Afeami 
Informed of their dcfign, ordered Seius Tubero, one of his *«w^» 
lieutenants, to enter the plain at the head of the cavalry; 
?iis infantry he divided into two bodies, commanding the 
one to attack the enf my ixi tl^c wood, and leading the other 
in perfon to force the rampart. The foot, that fought on 
-even ground, broke eafily in ; but the attack of the ran^ 
part coft Germanicus dear, the Germans defending it with Gaff^ft 
great boldnefs and intrepidity. However, having at length f^'ha'uidur 
taken the rampart, he entered the wood at the head of the ^f^^'^^* 
praetorian cohorts, and there made a moft dreadful havodk ^"^* 
of the enemy, who could not, for want of room, manage 
their kmg fpcars : neveithelefs, they made a moft vigorous 
refiftance, and difputcd the ground inch by inch. Armi- 
nius did not, on this occafion, exert his ufual a£);ivity, be- 
ing drfabled and weakened by a wound he had received ; 
but Inguiomerus, with great intrepidity, flew about the 
ranks, animating his countrymen more by his example than 
bywords. Germanicus, that he might be known, pulled off 
his helmet, and encouraged his men to purfue the flaughter ; 
*' No. quarter (he cried); we want no captives; nothing 
but an utter deftru£iion of thefe perfidious nations will put 
an end to the war." # 

However, as the day was already far iKlvanced, he do» 
tached a legion to form a camp for his weary troops; bat 
the reft continued the flaughter till night, when they retir^ ^^^ ^^ 
ed glutted with the blood of the enemy. This fecond 'vic* ^a^f 4^ 
tory was entirely owing to the foot (R), for the horfe ftaxU*, 

' fought 

(R) Germanicus, having, his vi6^oriou8 troops, of the 
from his tribunal, commended arms takea from the enemy 
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fought with doubtful fuccefs. He afterwards detached SteN 
.tioius againft Aagrivariiy who, by an immediate fubmillion, 
prevented the calamities that threatened them. Germani- 
cus» no lefs compafGonate than brave, pardoned them 
without referve, and fufFered them to live quietly accord- 
ing to their own laws, under the prote£tion of Rome '• 

Germanicus, with the redu£l:ion of the Angrivarii, ter* 
minated the campaign, fending feme of the legions back in- 
to winter-quarters by land, and embarking himfelf with the 
others on the Amiiia, in order to return by fea. The ocean ^ 
proved at firfl: v^ry calm, and the wind favourable i but a 
fudden ftorm arifing, the fleet, conGiling of a thoufand 
veflTels, was difp^rfed ; fome of them were fwallowed by 
the waves, others daflied in pieces againft the rocks, or 
driven upon remote and inhofpitable iilands, where the 
men either perifhed with famine/ or lived upon the flefh of 
the dead horfes, with which the Oiore was ftre\^ed ; for, in 
order to lighten their veffels, and difengage them from the 
ihoals, they had been obliged to throw overboard their 
horfes, and beafts of burden, nay, even their arms and 
baggage. The gaily of Germanicus alone landed on the 
coaft of the Chauci, wher^ the humane general^ deeply af- 
fected with the misfortunes of hisfellow-foldiers, wander- 
td day and night about the rocks and promontories, in hopes 
of defcrying fome of the difperfed veffels. As none of them 
appeared, he was heard accufmg himfelf as the author of 
this dreadful difafter ; and, diilraded with grief, he would 
have thrown himfelf headlong into the deep, had not he 
been reflrained by his friends and attendants. At length, 
to his infinite fatisfadion, he difcovered part of the fleet 
returning, though in a very fhattered condition, fome of 
the veffels being without oars, others without fails, ufing 
in their ftead the foldiers cloaks ; many were quite difabled, 
iand towed by fuch as had fuffered lefs damage. The latter 
he caufed to be immediately repaired, and difpatched them 
to the neighbouring iflands in quell of his difperfed le- 
gionaries. By thefe means the greater part of them were 
at length colle£led. The Angrivarii, who had lately fub- 

« Tacit, Ann. lib. ii. 
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formed a monument, with this 
inibription : " To Mars, to Ju- 
piter, and to Auguilus, the 
army of Tibedus Cacfar, hav- 
ing entirely vaoqulfted the na- 
tions between the Rhine and the 
A Ibis, confeciates this monur 



ment-" He made no men- 
tion of himfelf, either to avoid 
giving umbrage to Tiberius, or 
becaufe he thought the record- 
ing of the fa^ a fufficient tefli- 
mony of his valour and con- 
dud. 
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niittedy to give Germanicas, on this occafion, an undoubt- Recovtrt 
ed proof of their fidelity J redeemed many, who had been manf9jhi$ 
made captives by their neighbours. Some, who had been *■'«' 
driven into Britain, were generoufly fent back by the petty 
kings, who at that time reigned in this ifland-^ (S). 

Upon the news of this wreck, the Catti, afluming frefli 
courage, ran to arms ; but Caius Silius, detached againfl 
them with thirty tfaoufand foot and three thoufand horfe, 
kept them in awe. Germanicus himfelf, at the head of a litvades 
more numerous body, made a fudden irruption into the '^^ ^•«»- 
country of the Marfi (T), where he was informed by one ^3 ^'^^ 
Malovendus, who had once commanded their troops> but rut^gfT 
bad lately taken part with the Romans, that the eagle of one of 
one of Varus's legions was concealed in a neighbouring Varwrs 
grove, and guarded only by a fmall body of troops. This ^H^** 
intelligence filled Germanicus with joy : he immediately 
fent two detachments, one to face the enemy, and draw 
them from their pofty the other to fall upon their rear, and 
recover the eagle* Succefs attended both ; and the Roman 
general, having ravaged the enemy's country, broughtback 
the eagle in triumph: he then returned to the fronriers 
of Gaul, and there put his troops into winter-quarters, 
baring, by this glorious and fuccefsful expedition, retrieved, 
in fome degree, the glory of the Roman name, and ba- 
lajiced his late misfortune at fea ^ He hoped, in one cam*- 
paign more, to complete the rcdofiion of Germany ; and, 
in order to keep up the fpirit of the foldiery, and encourage* 
them to purfue with alacrity that great work> he made 
good; at his own expence, all the lofTes they had fuftained 
in the late ftorm, caufing as much to be paid to each le«* 
gionary as he had loft. 

But in the mean time Tiberiiis, jealous of the great fame H9 h r#« 
and reputation which his nephew had acquired by his re- €mU§d ly 
peated viftories over the Germans, and his popularity, jce- ^'*''^*'» 

y Taeit. Ann. lib. it. . * Idem lib. ii«. cap»a5. , 

(S) Tacitus tells us, ibat thofe (T) Before the canal was 

who came from difiaot couo- cut by Drufus, the "Marii in-^ 

tries related wonders at their habited part of the territories of 

return, and entertained their Vclawe and Zutpheo, where 

comrades with ftrangc accounts the prefent cities of Anaheim, 

of violent whirlwiads, of birds Grolle^ and Bredefort, iland : 

never heard of before, of fea- hut aftcnrards they fenlcd bo^ 

monfters, which, from their twcen the Rhine and liala, and, 

ambiguous forms, appeared to in proeeis of time, changed 

be ^ new fpecies between men the natne of Marfi fiir that of 

jand beafis* Marfaci, or Madatti. 
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Solved to feparate him from his old andr fiikhfjul Iegio»9, 
With this view, he preffed him by frequent letters to retura 
to Rome, and epjoy the triumph decreed him : |ie urged, 
thiit he had already undergone Avfficient dangers:; that 
though fttccefs had attended him, yet he had fuftaine4 
great loflcs, ^hich indeed were owing to no fault x>f his, 
but to the winds and waves ; that he himfelf, having been, 
fent nine times into Germany by Auguftus, had, more by 
policy than foree of arms, brought the Sicambri into futk 
je£lion, and drawn the Suevi, and Maroboduu^ kvng of the 
Marcomanni, to conclude a peace with Rome 5 be added^ 
that the Cherufci, and other barbarous aations, now the 
Romans had been fully reveag^d on them, might be le£| 
to purf^ie their domeftic feuds, and deftroy one another. 
Germanieus, m anfwer to the emperor's letters, eameiUy 
ifttreated him to grant him one year more to comfJete hu^ 
conqueft, fince the enemy were already eoneeiliif^ meaAirea 
for obtaining peace. Tiberius was inflexible : ia order 
therefore to iniice him home, be offered him a feeond con- 
fuJihip, adding, that, it the war was ftill to be purfued, he 
OHght to have fome regard for his brother Drufus, and not 
ingrofs all the glory to himfelf ', that Rome had at prefent 
no other enemies to wage war with but the Germails, and 
Drufus no other field pf glory but Germany. Germanicos* 
knew that thefe wjere but fpeciou^ pretences, £uggefted by 
envy, to rob him of the glo^ry he was likely to a^qiure by 
another campaign \ however, finding it was ip vaia* to per-r 
Sets out for fifty he complied; and, leaving Germany, fet out for 
Home. Rome with his wife and children •. Before we fpeak of 
the reception he met with from Tiberius, and the Roman 
people, we fhall give a fuccinfi account of what pafled^ 
irr the metropolis, while b& was fignalizing himfell io 
Germany 
Tiberius had in the foregoing year revived the law of ma^ 
LiboDru' jefty. Upon this law Libo Drufus was now tried, con- 
fus accufed demned, and his eftate dividfed among his accufefs. Lucius 
of high Scribonius Libo Drufus was defcended of the Scribonian 
reajon. family, orfcofthe mbft illuftrious in Rome, great grand- 
fon of Pompey the Great, nefhew of Scribonia, once- the 
wife of Auguftus, nearly related to the Caefafs,. and iio»" 
way inferior in nobility to the reigning houfe. His high 
quality rendered him obnoxious to Tiberius, a.jealoufy 
which a fenator, named Firmius Catus, being apprifed of^ 
.. lefblved to gain the emperor's favour, by giving^ him a 
"■pla^fible preteiTce to deliver himfelf from his fears. Witb^ 

*' Tacit* Ann. lib. ii. cap- i6. 
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ihh tfeV^ feVing bfilluftted hilnfetf iiilo the favour of the 
vriilrafy youthi by fiatlering bid hofn^s afnd ambition, and 
confbntlj^ magnifying the s^biBty ©f his family, he pre- 
T«i!^^ tipon bim to ebnfult the ChaMs^ans and magician^^ 
whether he fhouki not be o^ day vefted with the fove- 
reigti piower^ to which hd had as good a claim, faki the 
treaehtrai29 FlrmiuS| as thf family of Tiberius, who enjoy^ 
^d it. 

This wat» fuflkient ms^tar for a charge of high treafon ; Mifledand 
and accordingly Firmius immediately acquainted the emr betrayed iy 
peror, by means of Flaccus Vefcularius, a Roman knight, p'''""^^ 
who had free accefe to him, with the pretended crimes of *'*"' 
the imha^y youth, whom he had bafely infnared with 
fpecious deittfidns. Tiberius> though overjoyed at this in- 
formation, refufed the accufer a private audience, intimat- 
ing, that the communication might be ftill carried on by the 
fame flaccus ; and accordingly Firmius, by his mcanS} in- 
formed the emperor of all Libo-s fteps and words ; for the 
young man, deluded by the predi£):ions of the Chaldseand 
^nd aftrologers, began now to entertain thoughts of foaring 
above the rank of a private citizen. 
•In the mean time Tiberius, with the deepeft diffimula- Ttbtrius'i 
lion, preferred Libo to the "prastorfliip, entertained him at ^'^^^^ 
his table, and familiarly converfcd with him, without be- ***^'^*** 
fraying the leaft refentment either in his words or counte- 
nance. At length Libo having recourfe to one Junius, who 
ipretcnded, by charms, and the fuperftitious rites of the 
magicians, to call up the mfernal fhades, and learn of them 
future events, the magician difcovered this circumftance to 
Fulcinius Trio, a famous informer, who immediately haf- 
fening to the confuls, imparted the whole to them, and de- 
manded that the fenate might meet forthwith to deliberate 
upon an afi^ir of fo much moment, and of fuch dangerOtt$ 
confequence to the ftate. The fathers, not doubting but 
Tiberius ^as at the bottom of this profecution, ailembled . 
at the time appointed, when Libo appeared in the habit of 
a fuppliant, and prefenting himfelf before Tiberius, whq . 

was prefent, endeavoured, by his tears and entreaties, to 
excite his compaiBon. The emperor heard him with a 
countenance quite unmoved. Inftead of returning him any 
anfvfrer, he recited to the confcript fathers the charge againft 
him, and the names of the accufers, without betraying the 
Jcaffi emotion of anger or reientmeat, -or feeming either to . 
Icffen or magnify the crimes laid to his charge ^. 

b Tacit Ann* lib* iK cap. ft7>*— '3»t Dio, lib* Ivii* |^< 6fs» 
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Then four informers appeared againft the criiif^inal } 
namely, Firmius Catus, Fulcinius Trio^ Fonteius Agrippa^ 
and C^ius Vibius, and produced fuch extravagant, foolifli^ 
and chimerical articles of accufation, as rather deferved de-» 
rifion than punifliipent. The unhappy Libo, concluding 
that Tiberius was refolved upon his deitrudion, begged thQ 
confcript fathers, that they would defer till next day the 
final decifion of his caufe. His requeft being granted, he 
returned to his own houfe ; whence foon after he fent Pub* 
lius Quirinius to folicit the emperor in his behalf. Quiri« 
nius was nearly related to Libo, and in great favour with 
Tiberius, having been formerly inftrumental in reconciling 
Caius Caefar to* him while he lived in the ifland of Rhodes^ 
of confequence the chief caufe of his returning into favour 
with Auguftus ; but, unmindful of ancient obligations, he 
received Quirinius with great coldnefs, and returned hinx 
an anfwer, importing, that he muft apply to the fenate. 
This answer threw Libo into a deep melancholy ; which, 
however, he diflembled, and directed a grand entertain* 
ment to be prepared, in order to pafs the laft night of his 
life In the company of his friends and relations. The ban-« 
quet was fcarce begun^ when a band of foldiers, furround- 
ing the houfe with dreadful cri^9, fo terrified the guefts, 
that many of them, rifing from table, endeavoured to make 
their efcape. Libo, not doubting that they were fent to 
difpatcb him, drawing his fwordi offered it to his ilaves, 
begging them to put an end to his unhappy life ; but they, 
trembling, and ihunning the tafk, fled with fuch hurry and 
Confufion, that they overturned all the lights; and then 
Libo, in the dark, gave himfelf two mortal wounds. As 
he fell and groaned, his freedmen ran in | and the foldiers, 
feeing him dead, retired ; for they had been fent on pur-i 
pofe to frighten him, fo as to, make him lay violent hands 
on himfelf, Tiberius hoping by that contrivance to avoid 
the odium which be was appriied the execution of one of 
the moil illuilrious citizens oi Rome would refle£l upon his 
perjon and government. 

The charge, however, was carried on In the fenate, as if 
be had been ftill alive ; but the deceitful Tiberius at the 
fame time declared upon oath, that he would have inter-» 
ceded for his lifcj had he not prevented his clemency by 
dcflroying himfelf. The deceafed was by the fenate dc-» 
dared guilty of high treafon, and bis eflate divided amongfl 
his accufers : fuch of the informers as were of the fenato^ 
rial order (for the firtt lords of the fenate were not afliamed 
to debafe thpmfelves to this vile oiHce) were, without the 

regular 
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regular method of eIe£lioni named praetors for the enfuing ^ 
year. This was the moft effe£tual method for multiplying 
tbefe pefts of the empire : they were raifed to the higheft 
offices in the (late^ and the metropolis of the world often 
fjaw her public dignities beftowed as fpoils upon parricj^es 
for fpilling her bed blood. We may naturally conclude^ 
that the feryile fenate did not let ilip^fo favourable an op* 
portunity of gaining the emperor's favour, by branding the 
memory of the pretended criminal. They not only con- 
demned Libo^ but thev iffued a decree for driving ailrolo- 
gers, magicians, and tne whole herd of fortune-tellers, out 
of Italy \ nay, Lucius Pjtuanius, one of them whom Libo 
had probably confulted» was thrown headlong from the 
Tarpeian rock \ and Publius Marcius, another of the fame 
profeflion, was by the confuls fentenced to death, and ex- 
ecuted accordingly without the Efquiline gate ^ 

At the next meeting of the fenate, ^uintus Haterius, 
formerly conful, and Odlavius Fronto, who had ferved the 
office of praetor, moved, that a ftop might be put to the ex- 
ceffive luxury which prevail^ in the city \ and a law pafled^ 
forbidding the ufe of gold plate, and prohibiting men from 
wearing filks, which were then thought peculiar to women, 
pronto went farther, and propofed, that the quantity of fil- 
ler plate, the expence of furniture, and the number of 
flaves, might be regulated ; but he was oppofed by Afinius 
Oallus, who, with plaufible arguments, defended the pre^ 
Tailing luxury. Befides, Tiberius did not approve of Fronto's 
motion; for, after Gallus had done fpeaking, he added, 
that it was not a feafon for reformation ; and that, if there 
was any corruption of manners, there would not be want- 
ing oxie to redrefs that evil \ alluding thereby, no doubt^ to 
himfelf, and his office of perpetual cenfor ^. 

As it was common for the fenators to depart from the 
/prefent debate, and offer, as their advice, whatever they 
judged conducive to the public welfare, Lucius Pifo, who Thejrei 
ftill retained' the ancient Roman fpirit, and declared his fen- fpiritof 
timents with great freedom, after having bitterly inveighed ^* ^!^« 
againft the corruptions of the (late, particularly againft the 
pcftilent purfuits of the informers, who were daily arraign- 
ing and accudng all degrees of men, protefted, that he was 
refolved to leave Rome, and live in fome quiet and diilant 
corner of the country. He went out of the fenate ; but 
Tiberius, though highly provoked, fmothered his refent- 
inent, and, following Pifo, endeavoured to footh him with 
Kind entreaties : he even condefcended to folicit his rela- 

f Tacit. Annal, lib. ii. cap. 33, 34. * Tacit. Annal lib. ii. . . ^ 
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tions to divert him with their prayers and atrthorrty from 
the rcfolution he had taken ; and they prevailed. Rfo, nof 
long after, gave another ipftance of a fphrit trtdy Romimf 
in ftring, for a debt, one Urgulania, a woman en diftinc^ 
tion, placed by the favour of Livia above the laws. Pifa 
fummoned her to appear before the prsetor ; but flie, deC? 
prfing the citation, fled for refuge to the paface ; whence 
Kfo would have carried her by force before the praetor, not- 
withftanding the complaints of Livia, had not Tiberius, to 
prevent difturbances, obliged her to comply, and at the 
fame time promifed, in civility to his mother, to attend the 
trial, and affift her favourite. On the day appointed foip 
the decifion of the caufe, the emperor left the palace, or*^ 
^ing his guards to follow him at at diftance \ but walked 
fa flow, that before he reached the forum the trial was^over,^ 
and Urgulania adjudged to pay the fum claimed by Kfo. 
The money was imnrediately advanced by Livia, who, ftnA'^ 
ing Pifo inflexible, and the emperor not inclined to Oppofe 
hrm, was glad to redeem her fs^vourite from the profecution^ 
of fucfc a bold and refolute criwor * (U). 

The behaviour of Tiberius on this occafion was KghJjr 
applauded by the Boman people, as was alfo his generofity 
at this ftme towards fome neceflitous feps^tors, whotn he en-s 
abled to live fuitable to their rank, 

This year a flave of Pofthumus Agtippa, named Cle- 
merts, would have raifed great difturbances in the ftate, and 
kindled a civil war in the bowels of Italy, had he not been 
timely prevented. As he was nearly of the fame age with 
his late mafter, and not unlike him in his perfon, he took 
upon him his name, and caufed it to be reported in all parts 
by his emiflaries and affociates, that Agrippa was ftill alive. 
This report raifed great tumults in many cities of Itaty, and 
brought over to the pretended Aerippa numbers of people, 
fuch as are ever fond of public difturbances and changes^ 
It was even credited at Rome, and his fuppofed arrival a^ 
Oftia privately celebrated in the city by many people;. Ti- 
berius, informed by his emiffaries of all that had pa^ed, 
was long in fufpence whether he ftiould order his troops to 
march againft the audacious flave, or fuffer the impoilure 

« Tacit. &IHt>, ibid. 
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to Taniib of \tk\i. On cme bsmd, he was afliasted to b«^ 
tray any fear of a vile ilav« j and, on tbe olher, he ap];yr&* 
beiaded; the danger which might ariie from the credulity o£ 
the peopky i£ they w^re not foon undeceived. In this per^ 
plexity he coovmicted the whole affair to Sailaftius Crifpus, 
vrh««n he bad empknyed to difpaitch Agrippa* 

Criipus cltofe two of bis clients, or, aa fome write, two- 
foldiera, in whom be could cofifidey and font then to the 
fuppoied Agrippa witb> a confiderable fum, direflic^ thent 
to feign, that they believed him to be the true grandfon q£ 
^uguftua, to prefenc hidi with the money, and to pretend 
a great zeal for hia caiife* They executed his orders with 
^reat addiefs^ and, finding that Clemens repofed in them 
an entife confidenee, they privately aflembled a prefer band 
of men, ie\:i€di aoid gagged bin) while bi& guarda were Heiifehud 
afleep, and carried him without noife to the palace. Whea h ' '^^'vict 
he was brought before Tibeiiusi^ the emperor aiied him, J^^^^'M**^ 
** How he was become Agrippa ?" " Juft as yc^u became ^^A 
Casfar," aqfwered Qlemeps. Though Tiberius had him patched 
^wholly in hi3 power, yet fo great was his fear or policy^ privaidj* 
that he did not e^iecnte him publicly, but ordered him to 
be difpatched\ in a fecret part of the palace, and his body 
to be privately cofiveyed away ; and though many of the 
emperor's houfhold, and even knights and fenators, were 
fald to have affifted sTnd fupported him with their counfels 
and fortunes^ yet no farther enquiry was made after his ac« 
compUcea ^ 

Gefmanicus arriving, with his wife and children in the Citmanh 
capital^ wae received by Tiberius with all poffiWc. marks of cushom» 
friendfliip and afiedion ; he congratulated him on his paft *^lf^^^^ 
dangers, feemcd highly pleafed with his condu^^, extolled '*'* 
bis exploitsi and, with the deeped difiimulation, coxti- 
mended him to the fenate, as wiAl deferving tbe greateft 
honours it was in their power to confer. A triumph was He tri^ 
decreed him, in tbe confulate of Caecilius Rufus, and Lu- umpbs^ 
ckis Pomponius Flaccusy on the twenty->{ixth day of May, 
over the Catti, the Angrivarii* the Gherufci, and all the 
German* nations between the Rhine and the Albis, or the 
Elbe. The triumph, an honour now very uncommon, 
was performed with extraordinary magnificence. Before 
tbe triumphal chariot were carried reprefentations of moun- 
tsMti^, rivers, and baltles, and an incredible number of cap- 
tives loaded with chains, among whom were many of the 
German chiefs, and the wife of Arminius, carrying in her 

f Taoit. Annal. 1th* ii< cap* 391 404 Dio> lib. Ivii* p. 613. Suet* 
ill Tiber, cap. 25. 
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arms her infant fon. But what above all enhanced the &r 
tisfa<5lion of the beholders, was the extraordinary gracefnl- 
nefs of Gcrmanicus's pcrfon, and his chariot filled with his 
five children, Nero, Drufus, and Caius, andhi^ two daugh- 
ters, Agrippina and Dnifillar Tiberius, to render the i€»^ 
lemnity more complete, and the joy of the people more ani* 
verfal, diftributed among them,* in the name of Germani- 
cus, a large fum, three hundred fefterces a man, and 
named bimfelf his colleague in the confuUhip for the eitfu- 
ing year «. 

NotwithftandiDg all thefe demonftrations of kindnefsand 
aflPeflion, the people ftill fufpe£ted his fincerity ; and tbeir 
joy was greatly allay^ by the melancholy refle£tions, that 
popular favour had proved fatal to his father Drufos \ that 
lis uncle Marcellus was fnatcbed from the people, wha 
adored him, in the flower of bis youth $ and that the fa*- 
vourites of the Roman people bad ever been unfrntnnate^ 
and fhort-lived. Indeed, their fears were not ilUgrounded z 
Tfhertns f^^ Tiberius, jealous of the glory of the young prince, and 
^kudeiruc- ^^ ^^^ favour he was in both with the people and fol- 
mn. diery, was already refolved on his deftru£tion* A favoar«» 

able opportunity foon offered, or rather was craftily framed 
by Tiberius, for removing from Rome the darling of the 
people. Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, bad many years 
before incurred his difpleafure, by neglefling .to pay pro- 
per attention to him, dtiring his retirement at Rhodes. This 
contemptuous omifEon the revengeful emperor remember- 
JrfhglaMSt ed ; and therefore having enticed the king to Rome, by 
I I J means of letters from his mother Livia, promiiing him his 
aa. called P^^'^^n, provided he came in perfon to implore it^ he not 
to Rome, only received him with great haughtinefs, but caufed him to 
nahgre kt be accufed as a criminal in the fenate. As the crbnes laid 
^*^*' to his charge evidently appeared to be mere fif^ions, he was» 

by the conlcript fathers, declared innocent 5 but the unhappy 
prince, not able to brook fuch treatmer>t, foon after either 
died of grief, or laid violent hands on himfelf, after having 
reigned fifty years *. Some time after, Cappadocia was re-» 
duced to a Roman province, a circumftance which enabled 
Tiberius to abate the tax of one in the hundred upon all 
vendible goods, and reduce it to one in the two hundred ^ 
which relief, however, the people did not long enjoy *. At 
the fame time died Antiochus, king of Comagene, and Plii- 
lopater, king of Cilicia ; events which occafioned gr^ 

R Tac. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 41. Strab, lib, vii. p. t^i, 291. ^ Tac. 
Aon. iib. ii* cap. 41. Dio» lib. ivit. p. ti\, Jofeph* Antiq. lib. xvH. 
C3p. 15. ^ Dio> lib. lix* 
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^Qarbances in thofe countries, fome* of the natives beinj 
for the Roman government, and others for a king of their ' 
own.. The provinces too of Syria and Judxa, being over- 
loaded with taxes, applied to the emperor and fcnate for 
relief ^. Neither was Parthia without troubles ; that war- 
like nation having driven out Vonones, whom they had 
demanded of Auguftus for their king, placed in his room, 
on the throne, Artabanes, a prince of the family of the 
Axfacidse, but at that time, according to Jofephus, king of 
the Medes '. Thefe diilurhances and commotions in the Diflurh* 
Eaft proved very favourable to the wicked defigns of Tibe- anees in 
rius, who reprefented to the fcnate, thiit they could not be ^ ^^* 
fettled but by the wifdom and abilities of Germanicus. 
He obfcrved, that he himfeif was in the decline of his 
age, and his fon Drufus not yet ripe for fuch important 
undertakings. 

In confequence of thefe hints all the provinces of the Eaft TTu £^- 
were readily decreed to Germanicus, and a greater power ternpro' 
was conferred on him than had been given to any governor *'"*^-' '<^' 
fihce the time of Pompey the Greit. To balance and re- Germami* 
ilrain the extraordinary authority with which he was vefted, <«/, 
Tiberius had already removed from the governntient of Sy- 
ria Creticus Silanus, whofe daughter was betrothed to Nero^ 
the eldeft fon of Germanicus, and placed in his room 
Cneius Pifo(X), a man of a moft violent and untra£table Pifiprt* 
temper, and to fuch a degree elated with the nobility and firred /» 
wealth of his wife Pbncina (Y), that he fcarce yielded to tkigovgrm^ 
Tiberius, and defpifed Drufus and Germanicus as perfons 7^*/ ^ 
beneath his rank. He was, in every refpefi, the moft pro- ^ 
per perfon in Rome to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which 
be was chiefly cbofen. His wife Plancina, who Hivas ftill 
more haughty than her huft)and, had fecret inftruflions 
from Livia to exert her fpirit, and, by all manner of in- 
dignities, profecute and infult Agrippina ^. Before Ger- 

^ Tac. Ann. lib. ii cap. 4%, 43. Jofeph. Atitiq. lib. xviii.cap. ^. 
I Tacit, ibid. cap. 4a. Jofepb. ibid. m Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. 
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(X) Cneius Pifo was the fon fue for any public offices, chuf- 

of Cneius Calpurnius Pifo, who ing to live in retirement, till 

as we have related above, main- Auguflus prevailed upon him 

tained, with great intrepidity, to accept the confuUhip. 
the republican party againft J u- (Y) Plancina was either the 

lius Csefar, in Africa. After- daughter, or the niece, of the 

wards he joined Brutus and Caf* famous Munatius Plancus, of 

iius ; but after the battle of whom we have fpoken in feveral 

Philippi, was allowed to return parts of this work* 
(to Rome, where he refufed to 
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tA^mcvt% kft l^mty 'I>rtifu6 was fetrt into IHynctrai, ftcca* 
fiened by a bloody war between Maroboduus, king of th€ 
fiuevians, Marcomannians^ and Longobards, on one fide^ 
and the Cherufcan^ on tl»c other, beaded by the brave Ar- 
miniufi. Maroboduos was overcome, and obliged to retirii 
into the country of the Marcomannians, whence he fcnt 
ambafiadore to 'J'iberitts imploring his affiilance. The em- 
peror anfwered, that it was very farprifing he ibould recur 
to the Romans, and beg their aid againft the Cfaernfcans, 
Cnce he had fent fione to them while they were waging W2tt 
with the fame enemy. However, he embraced this oppor* 
tHnity to remove from Rome his fon Drufus, who feemcd 
too fond of -the gaities of the city, to'.enure him to the toils 
of the camp, and procure him the affetJlions of the foldiery ■• 

This year was remarkable for one of the moft dreaOTul 
earthquakes recorded in hiftory (Z) ; and Tiberius (hewed, 
on this great calamity, a fpirit truly generous, and worthy 
of -a perfon in his exalted ftation j for he not only remitted 
the inhabitants of the ruined cities their taxes for five years, 
butprefcnted t^^em with large fums to rebuild their faabita* 
tions. To the Sardians, who had fuflercd tnoft, he fent a 
hundred thoufand great fefterces, and to the reft relief pro*. 
portionable to their lodes ; he immediately difpatcfaed into 
Afia, Marcius Alctus, a fenator, who bad been praetor, 
to view the defolations on the fpot, and make good the lofics 
of every particular ; for he was truly liberal, ad Tacitus ob* 
fef ves, on proper occafions ; a good quality whieh he long 
retained, after he had utterly abandoned all other virtues* 
The inhabitants of the cities thtis rebuilt, and, by the libe- 
ralrities of Tiberiufi, reftored to their former fplendor, ere£t* 
ed to their common bcnefaSor a coloflus in the Roman 
forum, furrdunded witli the ftatues of their twelve cities, 
as a kifting monuriiesjt of the prince'3 generofity and their 
gratitude **. 

The reputation which Tiberius acquired by this noble 
bounty to the public, was greatly enhanced by his private 
liberalities ; for the.eftate ofa wealthy freedwoman,J)y name 
Emilia Mufa, who died this year inteftate, being claimed 
bythe treafury, the emperor generoufly yielded it to one 
^milius Lepidus, to whofe family (he was diltaatly related* 



n Tacit. Anna), lib. ii. cap 44^-46. 
Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 614. Pbkg. Mir* cap. ij. 



^ Idem ibid. cap. 47* 



(Z) Twelve famous cities of thene, ^ga, Hierocaefarea, 
Afia were overturned by it ; to Philadelphia, Tmolus, Tem- 
wit, Sardis, Magnefia, at the hus, Cymeor Cumae, Myrina, 
^oot of Mount Sipylus, 'Mof- Apollonia, and Hyrcania. 

With. 
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With the fame difintercftcdnefs he furrendered to Marcus 
Servilius the whole inheritance of PaUiIeius, a rich Roman 
knight, though part of it had been bequeathed to himfdf. 
Neither could he ever be prevailed upon to accept legacies, 
but from his intimate friends, utterly rejefting the inberit- 
ances of fuch as were llrangers. to him, or {torn hatred to 
their relations appointed him their heir. His bounties 
were, in general, well placed ; for, aj he readily reJieved 
fuch fenators as were by misfortunes reduced to poverty^ fo 
he e&cluded, without pity, from the fenate, thofe who had 
wantonly fquandered their eflates in luxury and debauchery. 
The applaufe Tiberius gained by his public and private 
bounties, was counterbalanced by the countenance he gave 
to informations and arraignments upon the law of Violated 
majefty. Informers multiplied daily, the fpirit of accufing 
grew common, and the dread of it univerfal. 

Apuleia Varilia, grand-niece to Auguftus, by his fifter (A), ^puMa 
was accufed by pne of ,that infamous profeffion, of having ^'T^'S*^* 
reviled the deified Auguftus, Tiberius, and his mother I^' JJ^^l^S. 
viaj and of having di^onoured with adultery the blood of 
the Cxfars; a crime which, according to the conftrudion 
Auguftus had put upon the law of majefty, vras hi^ trea« 
fon. Tiberius admitted the accufation, but (hewed great Tth€riut*s 
moderation i^ the profecution of the accufed ; for as to the ^«»^«^ <>« 
adultery, he faid, that fufEcient punifliments had been al- ^" ^^^^" 
ready appointed for that crime by the Julian law : which * 
was impli^tly declaring) that it did not fall under the law 
of treafon. As to the other crimes, he defired they might 
be diftinguifhed : " If Apuleia (faid he) has uttered impious 
ipeeches againft the deified Auguftus, ihe muft be condemn- 
ed ; but for her inveftives againft me I will not fuffer her 
to be called to any account.** " But ihe has hard the impu« 
4ence to attack the reputation of your mother," replied one 
of the confuls. To this remark Tiberius returned no 
anfwer then ; but the next time the fenate met, he intreafr- 
ed, in his mother's name, that the words fpoken againft her 
inight not be conftrued into treafon. She was therefore 
tried only upon the words fpoken againft Auguftus, . and 
£Hind guilty, but pardoned by Tiberius, who likewife beg- 
ged a mitigation of her puntfliment for adulterv : fo that in- 
ftead of undergoing the fevere punifhments innided on that 
crime by the Julian law, (he was only removed two faun- 

(A) Auguftus had two (iflers, does not inform us ; neither do 
oamely, 0£lavia Major and we know of any writer who 
06bvia Minor ; but by which mentions the marriage or off- 
of thefc Apuleia Varilia was fpringof OftaviaMinon 
grand>niece to Auguftus, hifiory 

dred 



<!lred mite$ from Rome ; but Manliusi who had debaucded 

her, was banifhed Italy and Africa ?• 

^mcfarhuu '^^^^ iBiVcit. year Tacfarinas, a native of Numidiai who 

Stfiattdin had ferved among the Roman auxiliaries, having drawn his 

Africa hy countrymen, and the neighbouring nations, into a revolt, 

^7/1^ ^* ^^^ defeated in a pitched battle by Fufius Camillas, pro- 

*" * Conful of Africa, who, till that time, had pafled for a man 

quite unacquainted with the art of war. For this viftory, 

which Cami I lus gained with one legion, and a fm all body 

of auxiliaries, a handful of men when compared with the 

troops of the enemy, the enfigns of triumph were by the fe- 

nate decreed to the conqueror : which honour, fays the hit 

torian, did not prove fatal to him, becaufe he was a mad 

of extraordinary modefty, and chofe to live in retirement^ (B). 

Yr. of FJ* Towards the end of the year Germanicus, leaving Rome, 

A* n^R ^^' ^"^ ^^^ ^^^ Levant with his wife Agrippiiia, and his foil 

U C 766, Caius, furnamed Caligula. After a long and dangerbus paf- 

...' fage, both in the Adriatic and Ionian feas, he arrived in 

Cermani'^ Dalmatia, whither he had firft (leered his courfe, to vific 

lus/etj 9ut his brother Drufus, who, as we have related above, had 

/»r the If- {jggjj fgj^j jj^fQ ^h^^ country. In the mean time Pifo, and 

Pi/tf and ^^® ^^f^ Plancina, haftening to the execution of their wick- 
kis wife ed defigns, left Rome, and, arriving at Athens, gave there 
fit out for the firft proof of their hatred to Germanicus \ for Pifo, irt 
^ly^^" a fpeech to the inhabitants, abufed them in a moft outrage- 
ous manner, not without an indireft ccnfure uppn Germa- 
nicus, for having debafed the dignity of the Roman name, 
in paying ^n exceffive regard not to the Athenians, whofe 
race was long fince extin£):, but to a mixed breed of different 
nations. Pifo did not remain long at Athens ; but being 
in hafte to reach Syria before Germanicus, left the metro- 
olis of Attica, and taking the (horteft courfe, though the 
eaft fafe, failed through the Cyclades, and appeared off 
Rhodes, foon after Germanicus had landed in that harbour. 
Being overtaken by a violent ftorm before he could enter 



le 



V Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 49, 50. 4 Idem. ibid. cap. 5«,53i 

(B) This year died, accord- the younger brother of Gcrraa* 

ing to £urebiu9(i), Ovid, at nicus ; but he was prevented 

Tomes in Pontus ; and accord- by death from enjoying that ko- 

ing to St. Jerom (2), the fa* nour. He was the lafi of thoie 

nious hiilorian Livy, at Padua, illuflrious writers who adorned 

'his native city. We arc told, the court of Auguftus, and will 

that Livia had deiigned the lat- render his age ever memor- 

tcr as preceptor to Claudius, able. 

(i ) Eufeb. in Chron, a) Hicn in Chron, 

the 
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t&e p&r% he was driven upon t0ck$y atid m^'fiVTC nievit- Isjbip- 
ably pcrMied, had not Qermahiras^, though ajreadf mforjn- tvrecked^ 
cd of the invcijlivcs Pifo had ottered againft hrm at Athens, ^^^f^'^^^ 
dtfpatdied galHes to refcuc him from the" wrcirfc TJiiskind- ^^^"'"^ 
ncft and htnn^nity made n6 impreffion upon Pf fp, Who hav-* ^ 
ing ftaid brit one day ^^it}T. bis bcne&ftor, put'to 'f$g again, 
in order to arriTp In Syria before him. He no fboner inch- 
ed his pHoT^incc, than he be^» ro bribe the commcin foldieri 
by bounties and carcffes, to form faftions among ftic troops, 
to remotre the ancient centurions and tribunes, and piac^^ 
in their'rootti his own creatures. He permitted the foldicry 
either to live quite idle \ix the camp, or to rambte about, 
and comtnit, with inipunity, all manner of difopders inthd 
tillage? :ind cities. By this criminal indulgeride Pifo wort 
the nctirts rfthc diforderly multitude to fucn a degree, that 
he was^Jjy ihem hpnourcd with the title of father of the 
Icglotr^*.' ' ^ 

Oil thfc. ©tjier hand PTaricrna, forgetting the niodefty pe- His'ivlfe 
enliar to btt*fex, appeared' often oil horteback, affiftcd at endea^vours 
thq review^ atjd was i;iot ^{hamed to be feen at the public *\ ^fi^'^jjg^ 
exctoift^ arid miftary evolutions'. Oh thefe occaCons fbe j'omQj^, 
tttte^Ttf i'ejpi^Qicfhfu! and itljtiridis reflefikions on tlte conduft mamcus 
of Geffa^anrpus' and Ag^it^piha, in order toTorejudice the and Agrip* 
ttiind* dip the fo!dlerf ^'^afulf'thefp. The oflScers were pri- /^wa. 
vatcly'tolrf, that their payhag tourt to Germanicus and his 
vnf^ wdlild 'nojr recommemPtheni to the faybur of Tiberius. 
Th<rtil^ tHtfe pro.ceedings'%^ the young . 

prfetfc;, y^t' overlooking the unaccountable behaviour of Rfo .. -> 

and Plaiicina,* in purfuit of the glorious end3 of his expedi- • • 

tton,.'h,e haftcned into Armenia, where, with the approba- 
tion of ifhe 'nobility in a great ifflicmbfy, he placed the dia- dirtnanU 
dem uppa the head of 2enp,' the fon of l^olerabn, king of ^"-f croons 
Pont«f, afri'end and ally of flie-Homans.^ Prom Armenia he ^iZm'^f^ 
Jjroccefdcd firfttbCappadocia, stndthen ro Comagene, both and^eduat) 
which kingdoms he reduced to' Jtoman provinces, appoint- CappadocU 
ing Qjiintps Veranius governor of the former, andQuihtuft and Coma* 
Sctvjbns pf the latter. The pleafure which Germanicus re- ^^^* '^ 
ccfved frorii thus fucc^fsfoJlyfetth'ng the affairs of the allies, p^^^^^ 
Was gi'eiatly allayed by the proud and haughty behaviour ojf " 

Pifo, who bem'g oommandfed either to lead in perfon, or to 
fei^> un^ftT the-conduf): of h#s fon, part of the legions into 
Armenia, "contemptuoufly negleftedto do either. At lafl: 
tlaeftn^ tt^fnrtan^ a dty of Syria, and. t4»ere ha4 ah in- 
terview, to whic*f Germanicus admitted only a few of his 
intiAttate friends. " He rcpfoacfccd the prefident of Syria 

' Vot. XII. T with 
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with bis ftrange conduA acnd haughty behaviour, andcWg* 
.V . .edbitn^ his wife, s^nd their fons, with many imputations. 
Pifo affc^ed furprize; but» at the fame time, betrayed:, 
%*\ :^ even in ft^mitting to Germanicus, as his fuperior, great 
fcorn and contempt; fo that they parted declared enemies* 
Thenceforth Pifo feldom appeared at the public aflemblies 
where Germanicus prefided, or if he did, it was only to con** 
tradif): his prppofals. At a grand entertainment made by 
the king of the Nabatheans (C), golden crowns of great 
weight being prefented to Germanicus and Agrippina, and 
fuch as were much lighter to Pifo, and the reft of the guefts, 
the haughty Pifo, oiiended at thi^ didinflion, with an air 
of contempt, threw his away, and uttering many inveftives 
againft luxury, withdrew,, with thefe words : ^* Kome ab- 
hors fuch fcandalous luxury : I thought I had been invited 
to a banquet made for the fon of a Roman prince, not of a 
Parthian king.'* Germanicus was highly incenfed at thU 
. infult ; but the jiatural fweetnefs of his temper getting the 
better of hi& refentment, lie took no notice of fuch provok- 
ing behaviour •. . . . 
At this.peribd ambafladbrs arrived from Artabanus, king 
of the Parthians> to renew the anient alliance between th^ 
^/ two empire^, and iiitreat Germanicus, in their maffer'^ 
name, to^rexnove .VcnoaesV who had been lately driven 
from the throne, out, of Syrja, left he ihould find means, 
beiiDgfo^ne^r to Parthia, to iiaife difturbances in that king-; 
Germani' Jq^^, XJermanicus renewed the ancient allij^nc^, apd re* 
/^/ ^r/^/ ^^^^ ^enones to PompeiopoHs, a maritime city of Ciliaa, 
alltance ^^\ ^ muchin complianqewith the requeft of Artabanus, 
noith th$ as to fc^aratc hith irpm Pifo, with whom he was in high 
fartldaMs. favour, "procured ,;by/many prefentSi and much adulation 
offered to' his wife Fl4ncina^ '' .. '...,, 

. Marcos Junius Silanus and laicius Norbanus beihg con- 

^^ fuls, Germanicus travelled Jinto Egypt, toviewtVe rarities 
and antiquities of that famous country. His journey proved 
• i very beneficialto the inhabitantSj^ whom he relieved from 
a igreat famine, caufing the granaries to be every- where open- 
ed,' and Ae price of corn to be lowered. He did no^ ima- 
*' ' - - gine that the prohibition made by Auguftus extended to 
^im ; but aeverthelefi^, the jealous emperor, in a Icttei# 

'Tacit. Ann. lib. ii« cap. ss-^-sS. t Idem ibid. cap. 55-'-59* 

(C) Theeountrv of the Na- ferra, and great part of Arabif 
batheani^ extended, according Petrtea. The mefropol^ o/ the 
to St. jcifom, from, the £u' Nabatheans was the city oJFPe* 
phrates to the Red Sea ; fothat tra, which gave its name 19 
It comprehended . Ar«ibia De- Arabia Petraea* 

cenfured 
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cenfured him with gre^t feverity, for prefuining to enter Maroho- 
into that province, when Auguftus had ftriftly forbidden all ^fuuT expel- 
fenatbrs^ and Roman knights of any figure, to travel thither '^^^'^ ^0- 
without fpecial licencie "♦ While Germanicus pafled the ^^^'/X'- 
fummer agreeably in Egypt, Drufus was bufy in fowing ^;y> ca- 
feuds among the Germans ; intrigues in which he was te- tualda* 
mark^bly fuccefsful\ Maroboduus, king of the Suevians, 
whofe power Rome dreaded, was this year driven out of 
his dominions, and obliged to pafs the laft eighteen* years 
of his life at Ravenna in Italy. Catualda, whom Drufus 
had excited againft him, had the fame fate ; and recurring 
to the Illomans for prote£tion| was conveyed by them to 
iF'orum julium, \now Frejus, a colony in Narbonne Gaul. 
As both thefe chiefs were followed by great numbers of 
their countrymen, Tiberius, fearing they might diilurb the 

Juiet of the provinces, gave them fettlements beyond the 
)anube, between the rivers Cufus and Marus, now the 
Wag and the March, on the frontiers of Moravia, appoint- 
ing for their king one Vannius, by nation. a Quadian (D), 
who reigned over them thirty years ; but was expelled in 
the reign-of Claudius \ 

With the fame policy Tiberius enticed to Rome, Rhefcu- 
poris, a petty king of Thrace, who having murdered Cotys 
his nephew, had leized on that part of the kingdom which 
had been beftowed upon him by Auguftus. To deceive ^V<w/<^' 
RhefcupcMis, Tiberius employed Pomponius Flaccus, whom ^^^"^^y 
be preferred to the government of Moefia, as being one of Tibmus, 
the king^s intimate friends, and therefore better qualified 
to betray him: nor was he difappointed in his aim. Pom- 
ponius inveiffled him into the Roman dominions, and then 
fent him under a ftrong guard to Rome, where he was ac* ' 

cufed before the fenate by the widow of Cotys, and banifh- 
ed to Alexandria, where he was flain in attempting to make 
his efcape. This part of Thrace was divided between Rht- 
metalces, the fon of Rhefcupori^, and the fons of Cotys ; 
but the latter being minors, Trebellienus Rufus was ap- 
pointed governor of their (hare ^. About this time Ve*- 
nones, who had heed removed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia, 
attempting to efcape, was afiafTinated by one Remn|ius, a 
veteran, to whofe cuftody he had been committed. 

« Tacit, lib. ii. cap. 59. Soet. in Tiber, cap. 5. Plin. lib. li. cap. 
S7« w Tacit, ibid. cap. 62, 63. > Tacit, ibid. cap. 64-67. 

(D) The country of the they extended their confines to 

Quad! was at firil bounded by the Sarmatian mountains in the 

Bohemia, the Daaube, and the neighbourhood of Erlaw, in 

river Marct>; but afterwards Hungary. 

T 2 Germanicus 



^^^ 



ius nturus 
Jrom 



Falls fick, 
€9Vgrs, 



flirt' 

hpfis^ 



SuJptBs 
Fifo. 



His iff ids- 
Jpaindof. 



The Roman Hijlorjf. 

Genttanicas, having fatkfied bis curiofity^ with vieix^ 
all the rarities and antiquities of Egypt, left that kingdom, 
and retarn<id to Syria, where^ to bis great fttrpri2e, helbund 
all the regulations be had made utterly aboliftred, and the 
orders be had left with the legions wholly negle£bed. No 
longer dble to bear fuch infultS| he reproached Pifo in 
▼ery ferere terms, which, notwifhftanding his natural bold- 
nefs/ heightened by the confidence he placed in the protec- 
tion of Tiberius, fo frightened bim, that he refolded to leave 
Syria, and abandon his government; but while he was 
making the necefliry preparations for bis departure, Ger- 
manicus being taken ill, be thought it advifeable to wait 
the iffuc of the diftcmper. The prince foon recovered, and, 
as he was univerfally adored, his recovery was celebrated at 
Antioch, where he tbi6n was, with public vows, factifices, 
and all poflible demonft rations of the moil fincere and tinaf* 
'fcfted joy. 

Soon after Pifo's departure from Antioch, Germanicus 
relapfed ; and bis perfuafion that Pifo had cau(ed him to 
be poifoned, heightened the violence of the diftemper. 
Some of his domeftics too had the imprudence H) tell him, 
-that on the floors and walls of his houfe had been found 
bones of human bodi^ takdn out of the graves, aihes mixed 
with blood, charms, incanfatiohs, and the name * of Ger« 
manicus engraved on (heets of lead. Thcfe i^portSi and 
the fretjueftt vifits of perfons, who were fuppofed to be Pi- 
fo's creatures, arid to have been fent by him to watch tljc 
progrefs of the malady, redoubled the young prihce's anxiety 
and apprehenfions. ** If my houfe ((aid he) is thus befet 
by treacherous friends in my life-'timej What will become 
■after my death of my unhkppy Wife, of my little c fcfldi e u ? 
Pifo, impatient to commartd aldlie the legionsj to govern 
alone the province, thooght poifon too flow in it* ppera- 
tion, and- therefore had recourfe to charmk and inCanta- 
tions." In the height of the refentment, Which thefe re- 
•fieftions raifed m his niind, he wrote a lettef to Pifo, ut- 
terly renouncing his frieridftip, wJcording t6 the cuftom 
which obtained anK)ng the Rorftafis. Some ^utbpis add, 
that he commanded him to depart the province; atidthat 
Pifo foon after put to fea, but kept hovering upon the coaft, 
that he ^ght return the fooner, fhould the ^ovorumeat of 
Syria become vacant by the death of OeronanicuB. 

The violence of the malady abating, the young prince's 
friends began to entertAifl fomfe hopefe df his tetovery : but 
(hort-lived was their joy 5 a fuddeft relapfe thuew them into 
defpair. Germanicus, findrnghis end approached, lent for 
his friends^ and fpoke to this effe£t : ** Were I to die a na« 

lural 
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tur^i^ Je9i^| yet ihapld I kax^ juft cav^e to ^complain of the i^f^tc^ 
god&ior thus ih^tcbing WQ ffom my r^Utions, my cbiUren, mftis 
aud lioy country, iiji tbe flpw^r pf my ^ge :• but being thiw A^^"** 
WougUt to ;»n untimely e|;d by the ijialignity of Pifo 9n4 
]^5 wifp, tjxe lad favour I beg of ypu, my faithful fViends, 
is, tb^t you ^(:quaktt my iather and brotber with what 
porf^Otttions I end a vaok miferabk life by a moil ingloriom 
d^9J^^ My relations^ dependents, and ^veo thofe whom 
envy provoked againft me while living, will bewail my m\%^ 
ibrtune imd hard fate, in thus fallipg by the perfidious 
arts and treachery of a woman, after having efcaped fo many 
dangers in waf, and furvived fo many battles. It i$ a duty 
ipcMmbent upon you, my faithful friends, to do fometbing 
uxox^ than to commemorate my deatb^with ufelefs tears \ i% 
is the principal office pf a true friend to remember tb^ 
wiihes of thofe with whom they lived in friendfhip, an4 
fulfil their laft defires : if therefore you loved me rather than 
my fortune, you will revenge my deatb» you will complaiii 
to the fenate, and profecute the authors of my misfortuxsie^ 
us aur laws dired. Shew to the Roman people my wife, 
jhe grandodaug^ter of Auguftus ^ fhew them our fix chil^ 
dren (£}^ This fight will move the fathers to compaifiojji^ 
w^iich will prove favourable to you who accufe ; and tb^ 
siccufed, if thpy pretend wicked commands, either will no^ 
be believed, or not pardone4-'' His friends, bathed iq 
tears, taking the dying prince by the hand, fwore> that they 
would fooner lofd their lives than neglect bis dying requefl;* 
Then turning to his wife, he conjured her by his memory, Hy aMce 
by their common children) and all the bonds of nuptial ^^ ^grippi- 
love, that flie would check her lofty fpirit, and yield to the "*• 
cruel (hocks of fortune, left, on her return to. the city, (he 
Should, by unfeafonable competition, provoke thofe who 
were more powerful than herfelf. 

Other advices he imparted to her in fecret : whence it was 
conje£i;ured, that they related to Tiberius^ exhor ting her 
(o be upon her guard againft his artifices. However^ that 



(E) Gern^iicus had by A- 
grippina nine children ; Nero, 
Prulus, Caius furnamed Cali- 
gula, three other fons, who died 
infants, and thftc daughters, 
born fuc€eflively in the Q?ace of 
three years, Agrippina, the mo- 
ther of Nero, Drufilla, and Li- 
villaj cpmmonly called Julia. 



One of the fon^ that died u'as 
fo beautiful a child, that Livia 
had caufed him, to be painted In 
the habit of Cupid, and confe- 
cratcd the pi6ture in the temple 
of Venus Capitolina; whence 
it was removed to Auguftus*s 
chamber, who ufed conilantly 
to kifs it when he came in (3). 



(3) Suet, in Calig. cap, ;< 
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His death. 






Yr. of FI. be, thefc words were his laft \ for he had fcarce done fpeal* 
«3^7- ing, when he fainted away^ and foon afterexpired, to the 

Tj^(? ^V J^icxpreffible grief of the province, and all the neighbour- 
* ' ^ ^' ing countries* His funeral was performed without any 
pomp, and his body, before it was burnt, expofed naked 
in the forum of Antioch, where the funeral pile was ereft* 
cd y (F). The aflics of the deceafcd prince were carefully 
preferved by his wife Agrippina, and .inclofed in an urn. 
In order to be conveyed to Rome. . 

Such was the end of the renowned Germanicus Caefar, in 
the thirty-fourth year of his age; a prince no lefs famous 
for his military prowefs than his other extraordinary ac- 
/complifhments. The Roman people had fo great a venera-< 
tion for his rare talents and eminent qualities, that thej 
were not afraid openly to declare on feveral occafions, that 
tince the time of Soipio Africanus» the gods had not blefled 
Rome with fuch a citizen. ]FIe was, fays Tacitus, alike 
venerable, whether you faw him or heard him ; and with- 
out ever betraying the leaft arrogance or pride, yet fup- 
ported the dignity of his high ftation. His complaifance to 
all, his humanity even to his enemies, his clemency, mo- 
deration, and engaging behaviour, won him the hearts not 
only of the Roman people, but of the Barbarians, who, 
though enemies to Rome, yet could not refrain from'flied- 
ding tears on the death of Germanicus. Some of them at 
war with one another, and even with Rome, forbore hofti- 
lities for fome time, to bewail fo great, fo general a lofs. 
Some of their princes cut off their beards, and ihaved their 
wives hes^ds', fignals among them of the deepeft forrow. 
The proud monarch of the Parthians denied himfelf for 
fome time the plcafure of the chace, without appearing at 
the ordinary entertainments given by the princes and lords 
of his court; which was a token of grief, like the {hutting 
of the courts of juftice among the Romans, and n^ver ufed 
but upon fome very extraordinary difafter. The people of 
Antioch carried their grief to impiety; for, hearing that 
Germanicus was dead, in the tranfport of th^ir forrow^ they 
threw ftones ^t their temples, overturned their altars, and 
'flung contemptuoufly their houfhold gods out of doors: 
fome of them, in the height of their grief and indignationi 
expofed and forfopk their npw-born children *. 



lU is uni' 

werfgtly 
iamentid^ 



y Tacit. Ann. lib, ii. c^p. 83. 

(F) Tacitus tells us, th^it it 
remained uncertain whether any 
marks of poifon appeared on 
the body, ihQ j)eople, who fawr 



7 Sqet. lib. iv. cap. 5. 

it, giving oppofite accounts, as 
the}' pitied Germanicus, or fa- 
voured Pifo. 



It 
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It is more caiy to conceive lihan cxprcfs tKe confternatfoq Thegrirf 
vhich the news of his deadi occafioned in RcHn(?, where he •/^ *•- 
was adored by all ranks pf mfen (O). The firft acc^ount of J^ 
his illnefs alarmed the whole city ; but while they were iih^ ' ' 

1)atiently waiting between hope and fear for farther inteU 
igence^ in the eVening a report was unaccountably fpread^ 
that he was recovered^ and in good health. In confeqnence 
of this information, the peoplcj^ in a tranfport of joy, flew 
to the Capitol with viAims and facrifices, impatient to dif- 
charge the vows they h^d made for his recovery. Tiberius, 
awaked out of his fleep with the noife of their mutual. con- 
gratulations, and loud fhouts of joy, had the mortification 
to hear the following words echoed in every ftreet, *^ Salva 
Roma, falva patria, falvus Germanicus ; Rome is fafe, our 
country is fafe, fince Germanicus is fafe.** But their joy 
was fbon turned into the deepeft fonow ; certain inieih- 
gence of his death arriving the next day, nothing was heard 
in the ftreets, nothing in the houfcs, but fighs, outcries, la* 
mentations, and complaints^ Without any orders from the 
prince or fenate, all the courts of jnftice, the honfes of the 
citizens, and (hops, were (hut, and the moft frequented 
flreets left as folitary as a defert. The emperor, by feveral 
edi£ts, endeavoured to reftrain thefe public expreffions of 
grief; but even the moft cautious, not able to moderate their 
Ibrrow, notwithandipg all his edi£ls, continued to mourn, 
though iirvited by the feftivals of December to mirth and 
jollity ■. His death was the more regretted, as he was com- 
monly fuppofcd to have been poilbmed by Pifo at the infti- 
^tton of Tiberius and I^via, the only two perfons in the 
whole Roman empire, fays Dio \ who were not afieded 
with fo great, fo general a lofs (H). 

The 
* Suet, in Calig. cap. 6. ^ Dio» lib. Ivii. p. 61 5. 

(G) He was to fuch a de> exprcfled his thoughts with 

gree beloved by the peopte, fays great eafe and elegance both in 

Suetonius^ not only or Rome, &reek and Latin, and pleaded 

but in the provinces, that when feveral caufes with extmordi* 

he departed or arrived at any nary applaufe (a). He gave a 

place, fuch crouds attended him, fpeeimen of his taile for poetry 

that he was often in danger of in ibme Greek comedies, which, 

being ftifled in the throng. as he Mras thorough mailer of 

(H) Germanicus was not only that language, he wrote and 

^Xk excellent commander, but publiihed. S. Jerom and Lac* 

an eloquent orator, and, if Ovid tantius tell us, that he tranflated 

did not flatter him, one of the into Latin a treatife of afim- 

beft poets of his age (i). He nomy, written originally i|^ 

(1) Ovid. Faft, lib. i. ver. a^. («) Suet. ibid. cap. 3. 

T 4. Grerik 
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Seutiuf - Thc.gj^v«»mcnt of Syda^wig yai^nt by the death (^ 
/</j5Hf f^ * Gprmaiiicus^ airi flight of. Rf^,, the lieutenants of the le-» 
thtj^9<v«m. gipns,and'fcn?ktor», who wex? at. Antioch> committed the 
Jjw«/)j^ ft- adminiftration pf the provinee fp JCneius Senliu^ who im- 
' ' mediately feized and fent to ^lome one Martinai a woman in 



famous in that province for pbifonmg, and greajl jr cheriihed 
b; Plandna. rifo b^ing overtaken at the illand of Cos by a 
meffengefv acquainting him vi^ith the death i>i Germanicii$g 
caufed v!£Um$ to be pubKcly flain, and . rq)aired with 
thankfgiying to the templea for fo fignal a favour. His 
wife Plancina ^xprefled her joy. in a manner mpre arrogant 
and infulting; for (he no fopnier he;ird that Germanicus 
was^ead, than* thrqwing off her mournings which 0ie wore 
for the death of her fiiler, ihe fippeared in a drels. adapted 
to gaiety and mirth* The cepituaotEis of the armF} which 
Pifo had commanded in £yna» flocked to him^aedarin^ 
that the legions were ready to receive, and reintiate him m 
^he government, of which lie had heen injwiouily deprived* 
Fifo fummoned his friends, |f0 coaCalt what meaiures ough( 
to be purfued^ whether h^^ouldgo with all fpeed tQRome» 
or return to Syria. . His fon Marcus Pifo was incUxied tn 
the former meafure; but Domitius Celer, an intimate 
frjend of Pifo, declared for the latter, and prevailed. As 
pifo was appriied, that Sentius would oppoLe him, and by 
his oppofition kindle a civil yrar in Syris^ hef ifi. order to 
engage Tiberius in his favour, tranfmitted a letter to him, 
jBlIed with inve£lives againil the coudu£l, luxury, and pride 
pf Gerra aniens ; he enlarged on the injuftice the young 
prince had committed in forcing him from his govern* 
J(efolvi3 to ment ; and concluded with acquainting the emperor, that 
rtturn to he was preparing to return to his province, and refum^ 
his govern- yfj^}^ his former loyalty the bare of the army. In the mean 
**'* * time, he font Domitius Celer before him into Syria; and 

having formed into companies the defei^ters, who flocked to 
bira from all parts, and the fervants who attended ^the 
camp, he failed over to the continent, where he had thd 
good fortune to intercept a body of new-raifed foldiers on 
their march into Syria. He alio wrote to the petty kings 
ef Cilicin, ordering them to join him with all their forces. 
By thefe means, having got together a confiderable body of 
vnen, he put to fea ftg^in, and, fleering along the coafts of 
Lycia and Pamphylia, met the fleet which canied A grip* 
pina with the aihes of her hulband to Rome. Both fleetl 

Greek hy Aratus, under the tranftation to rhe emperor Dof 
title of Pbaenomena ; but Vof- rtiitian, who affumed the title 
^9 and Kutgerfius aftrribe this of Cermapicus. 

prepared 
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ju*epare^ for battle ; but as they were afraid of each othfr^ 
they proceeded no farther than to mutual reproaches* Vi- 
hius MarfuSji who commanded AgrTppIna's gallies, fum- 
moaed "Pilb, ag a criminal, to his trial at Rome j which fum- 
mons he anfwered with dcrifion and contempt. Then both 
fleets .cpntinued their courfe, the one for Italy, the other 
for Cilicia, where Pifo made a defcent, and feized a ftrong 
c^itte on the frontiers of Syria. Sentius no fooner leara^d ^ 

this circux^ftance, than he hafteqed thither at the head b£ 
bU legions* overthrew Pifo at the firil onfet^ obliged him 
to take ihelter behind the walls of the caftle, and Toon re- 
duced him to fuck difficultiee, that he offered to furrender» 
upon condition that Sentius would fdFer him to remain 
there tiH the emperor'« pleafurc (hould be known. This Hih 
propofal being rejefted, and the place reduced to the utmoft forced t9^ 
extremity, he was forced to fubmit upon what terms Sen- ^^^^ndon 
tins thought fit to. impofe \ which were, that he fhould ^"^- 
forthwith embark, and return to Rome *=. 

During thefe troubles in -the Eaft, the fenate was wholly 
employed at Rome with inventing and decreeing new ho- 
nours to Germankus, in order to eternize the, memory of 
a prince fo -much beloved, and fo well deferving of the em- 
pire. It was decreed, that his name ihould be isfertcd in Honours 
the Saftian hymns; that curule chairs ihould be placed for decretd at 
him among the priefts of Auguftus, and oaken crowns ^'^ '• 
hung over them, as an acfcnowlcgcment of the many citi- 
zens he kad faved ; that his ftatue in ivory ihould be car- 
ried before the proceffion at the Cifcenfian games 5 an ho- 
nour peculiar to the gods, and fuch men as were deified; 
and that none but one of the Julian familv ihould be 
appointed ilamen or augur in his room, lo thefe ho- 
nours triumphal arches were added, one at Rome, another 
on the banks of the Rhine* and a third upon Mount Ama- 
nus in Syria, with tnfcriptions of his exploits, and a decla- 
ration, that he died for the republic \ a fepulchre at Antioch, 
where his body was burnt; and a tribunal at Epidaphne, 
where he ended his life (I). Many itatucs were raifed, 
and many places appointed for paying him divine honours. 
Some were for decreeing to him, as a great mailer of elo- 

c Tacit, Ann. lib. ii, cap. 74— 3«. 

(I) Tacitus fays, that he died och ; but all otberwriters agree, 
Qt Epidaphne, a celebrated place that he ended his life in the city 
jp the neighbourhood ofAnti- of Antioch (3). 

(}) Pio, lib. I vii. p. 6f 5. $uet- ip Tim. cap, i, && 
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SoencC} a golden fhield» remarkable for its bulk (K) ; l>at 
lis Tiberius would not allow, faying, that, in eloquence* 
iio regard was to be had to the dignity of the perfon ; and 
that therefore he himfelf would dedicate a (hfeld equal in 
fize to thofe of other orators, it being fufficient g||pry for 
him to be ranked amongft the ancient writers* The Ro> 

(K) It was an ancient cuflom non, ut perrerfa grammatical 
Among the Romans to ere^ the rum fubttlitas Toluit, a cluen* 
hnages of illuftnous men in the da.** ^* On fuchfort of buck* 
curia, and in their temples, lers as were ufed in the Trojao 
Thus theimag^of Scipio Afri- war, were contained images: 
canus was fet up in the temple whence they had the name of 
of Jupiter CajHtoIinus, and that fiiiekis; not, as th^ gramma- 
of Cato the cenfor in the curia rians ^volous nicenefs would 
or fenate-houfe, as we read in have it, from engravingr" How- 
Valerius Maximus. Auguftus ever, Livy calls them clupea ; 
' caufed the images of all thofe ** Clupea (fays he), de colum* 
Romans^ who before his time nis dempiit/' Frequent men- 
had eminently dtftingoiihed tion is made of thefe fhidds 
themfelves in the arts either of in ancient infcriptions : Lipfius 
peace or war, to be fet up in quotes the following : ** Huic • 
the curia, allotting to each pro* Decuriones * Funus* Publicum ' 
feffion its proper place. Thus Statuam * Equeftrem * Clype* 
Tacitus tells us, that the imag^ um - Argenteum - Locum * Se- 
of Hortenfi us was placed among pulturae * Decreverunt* ^^ The 
the orators* The like honour officers have granted this man 
the fathers were now for de- a public funeral, an ^quefhian 
creeinj; to Germanicus, as to ftatue, a filver fhield, a place 
one of the mailers of eloquence, of interment.*' Thefe fhields 
Thefe images are called by the were fometimes himg up to prc- 
ancicnts Ihields(i), becaufcen- fcrve the memory of the de- 
graved in gold,^ -filver, or brafs, ceafed without any effij^es, and 
in the form of a fhield. This only with the names ofthe per* 
IS the common opinion ; though fons by whom, and to whofe 
ibme writers think, that in La- honour, they were offered. Such 
tin they ought not to be called fhields were fometimes fet up by 
clypei, which word fignifies a private perfons to honour the 
Jlpield ; but clupea, that is, en- memory of their anceftors^ with- 
graved wark^ from the ancient out any order or decree of the 
word cluere^ to engrave* This feiiate ; for Pliny, in fpeaking 
derivation Pliny defpifes. as a of Appius Claudius, who was 
fond conceit of the gran)ma- confulin theyearof Rome2;9^ 
fians : ** Scutis qualibus ac^f fays, that he was the iirft who* 
Trojam pugnatum eft (fays h^), though a private perfon, fet up 
continebantur imagines : unde in public, and confecrated, the 
& nomen habuere clypeorum ; fhields of his anceftors. 

(i) Vide Plin. lib. iii. cap. 7. Suet in Do;nit. CapitoL in An- 
ttnino. Trebcl. in Claud.- Liv. lih. )x. Fhil. Legat. ad Caium. 

mail 
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man knights^ in their tunij to honour the memory of the 
deceafed prince^ changed the name of that body of horfe, 
which, being compofed of the young nobility, was ftyled 
the fquadron of the juniors, and called it thenceforth the 
fquadron of Germanicus; appointing, at the fame time* 
that the effigies of Germanicus {hould be carried as their 
flandard at their public reviews, which were annually made 
on the ides Of July **. 

In the midfVof thefe expreffions of public grief, Livia, LJvilta 
called alfo Livilla, filler to Germanicus, and wife to Dru- ditiwred 
fus, was delivered of male twins ; an event fo agreeable to Y^ ^^ 
Tiberius, that he could no{ avoid boafting to the fenate, ^'^ 

' that no Roman of equal rank had ever before been delivered 
of two fons at a birth. The increafe of Drufus's family 
redoubled the grief of the people, who faw with regret 
that of their beloved Germanicus removed at a greater di-> 

N ftance from the throne ®. The fame year fevere laws were 
ena^ed by the fenate to reilrain the lewdnefs of women ; 
and it was provided, that no woman fhould proftitute her- 
felf, whofe father, grandfather, or hufband, were Roman 
tinights (L). Meafures were alfo taken by the fathers for 7hg JeW' 
utterly extirpating the Jewifh and Egyptian ceremonies, i^ ^»^ 
By a decree of the fenate, four thoufand young men, all ^syP^^ 
defcended from manumitted flaves, and inte£]:ed, fays Ta* ^^^^^^^ 
citus, with that fuperftition, were inroUed, and tranfported Rcm$. 
to Sardinia, to fupprefs the robbers who infeilM that ifland: 
if they periflied through the badnefs of the air, the fenate 
thought it would be no great lofs (M). The reft were or- 
dered 

4 Tacit. Ann, lib. u. cap. 83. • Idem» ibid« cap. 84, 

(L) The fathers were prompt* obliged to fly his country for a 

ed to make this prohibition by breach of the laws, retired ta 

the monftrous impudence of one Rome, where he fet up for an 

Viflilla ; who, though a woman expounder of the law ofMofes ;. 

of great quality, and bom of and, with the aiSftance of three 

a praetorian family, was not others, all of the fame (tamp 

aihamed to appear before the with himfelf, gained over to the 

^diles, and publicly declare her- Jewifli religion one Fulvia, the 

felf a prolHtute, purfuant to an wife of Saturninus, a woman of 

ancient law, which obliged all great diftin£tion. The zealous 

women; who became venal, to profelyte was eadly perfuaded to 

acknowlege their infamy be- make a rich prefent of purple 

fore the above mentionea roa- and gold to the temple or Jeru* 

giflrares. falem, which (he delivered to 

(M) To the expulfion of the her dire^^ors ; but they » indead 

Jews an impoflor of that na- of fending the offering to jeru- 

lion gave occaiign, who, being falem, converted it to their own 



•MnfUuKiS 



284 ^^^ Roman Hyiory^^ 

dered to depart Rome, and ^H It^ly,- i£> within a ftatcd 
tlme,.tbey did not renounce their Rational ceremonies '• 

_^ The lame year iTilferlus gave fever^l inftances of gesiejro- 

#9iArw gty, v/hich ought not to be omitted. Ckci?, who had 
^^*^*eSr P^'^Sded over the' Veftals fifty-feVen year§ wi^K gre^t lepu-* 
•^''^* tation, being d6ad, be reprefentcd to th^ fenate^ that an- 
other virgin was to be chofen in her room. Fontcivs Agrip^^ 
pa and Afinius PoHio offering their daughtersj^ he thanked 
them both for their regard to the commonwealths but pie- 

f Tm)!. Ajiti. lab.il cup. S|. 

«(e. This fraud f'ttlviadifciofed dus meeting her, ** I thank 
' to her huilband, and he to the you, Paulma (faid he), for 

emperor, who thereupon order- granting me, under the name 
cd aJU the Jevrs to depart Rome, of Anubis, the favours which 
«fter having lifted foior tboufand J would willingly have purchaf* 
^ of their youth, and fent them ed at fo dear a rate. At theCb 

inro $ardiDia» At the Dime time words the virtuous PauUiw was 
the Egyptians were driven out thupderilruck ; ihe burA i&tQ 
of Rome, and their ritep utterly tear*, tore her garments, and, 
fuppreHed ; they had been for-r haftening to her hufhand, ac* 
merly forbidden by A uguftus ; quainted him how (he had been 
but at this time that prohibition deceived, and betrayed by the 
was fenewred and enforced, on prie^ls. Her bulband coraplai^^ 
•ccafion of a very fcandalous ed to the emperor, relating to 
ftory related at length by Jo- him every particular of fo bafo 
ftphus. Decios MUndus, a an a£lion ; and he, upon inqm- 
youBg Romatu linighj:, falling ry, and a SinB, examination of 
m love with a married lady of the prie&s, finding them guilty, 
the firft quality in Rome, by ordered them all to be crttcifidd, 
name Paulina, and not being the templeof Anubis tobepull-^ 
• able to prevail upon her to com- ed down, his ftatue to be thrown 
ply with his unlawful defires, into the Tiber^the Egyptian 
badrecourfetotheprieftsofthe rites to be utterly fupprefied, 
goddefs liis* Thefe pretend- snd all who prolefled tbem to 
isg that the god Anubis, to be banifhed . Rome. Ida, the 
whofe worfhipPaulinawasgreat.> freedwoman of Mundus*8 father, 
{y addi^ed, was in love with who itrft advifed him to apphr 
iier, perfuaded her to pafs a to the prieils, for which ad* 
«i|ht in the temple of that vice (he received fifty tboufand 
deity : when Mundus, by pay- drachmas, was crucified with 
ing down twt:nty<.five tboufand the priel^s ; but Mundus was 
drachmas to the pricfls, and o«ly banilhed,Tib^u5 exempt- 
promifing thera the like fum» ing him, fays Jofephus, on ac-. 
obtained what he had in vain count of his paffion, which ws^ 
fq^plicd for to Paulina herfetf fo violent, that, finding the 
with the tender of two hundred chaAe Paulina proof againft aA 
th<m&i»d drachmas. Three temptation, he had refolved to 
days after this interview, Mun- #:arve bimfelf to death ( i). 

(i) Jofcph* Antiq. lib yviii* cap- 4. 
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ferfcd PoJlio's daughter, bccaufe her mother h^A married 
but one hiifc^rf': to comfort the other, he prefented her 
with a thotifand grdat fefterces. Cpnci being very dear, he 
•fettled the price which the buyer wdS to pay ; and that the 
teller might not lofe the advantage arifing from the fcarcity 
t>{ grain,' he payed two tiammi, that is, fourteen pence of 
our monejr'* a bufliel^ over and above the fixed price. For 
thefe bounties the people otfered him again the title of 
Father of his Country, which he f ge£ied, and at the fame 
time rebuked fuch as ftyled him Lord ; fliewing thereby, 
fays Tacitus, that though he dreadedKberty, yet he defpifed 
•flattery. The ftiriie attthor tells us, upon the authority of the 
writers of thbfe. times, (omeofthem fenators, that letters 
weirc teid in the fenate froni Adgahdeftrius, prince of the 
Catti, oifcHng to ditpatch Afminius, provided poifon were 
fent him for thiai purpofe: to which propofal Tiberius rt- 
turned this anfwCf; <* That it was not the cuftom of the 
Roman people to take vengeance on their enemies by trea- 
chery, but openly, and in the field.*^ 

Armitiius, however, afrer the departiire of the Romans, 
•«nd expulficrn Cff his rival Maroboduus, attempting to en- 
Have his countty, fdll, by the treachery of his kindred, in 
.the (Shitty-fevetttp yeif 'of his age«. PJiny obferves^ that Deatkff 
this year, oti tfhe eighth of July, a new i/Iand was formed '^*'**«'» 
near that of DeloVmilhe Archipelago ^ 

In thebegiftrtingof the 'tiext' year, M. Valerius Meffa- Jgr^fiMm 
lipui, and M.' Valerias '<Iotta, being confuls, Agrippina ar- f^f^'.*? 
ri^ed'at Brundufiim with the aflies of her ^eceafed huf- /j^J^,^ 
tatid 5 and was rfe'deived, at her lariding, with tokens of tbe Gtrma^ 
deepeft forrow, not only by the inhabitants of that, but of €»$% 
all the neighbouring cities, who fiad flocked thither to con- • .x 

Adit with her on fo melancholy art occaCfon. She no foonejr ' * 
appcaVcd oli'tht^'fhofb; Ittended by her two children Caius . \ 

and Julia, wfth the ftinetal urn in her arms, and her eyes 
"fijcea on the grb'uri^, rtian rtie whole multitude burft into 
tears: nothing N^afe'tiea'M but groans, outcries, and lamen- 
tations, friends, r^l^^tions, and ftrangers, being equanjai*- 
feded sft the fight of /o moving an objeft. Tiberius had 
difpatched two prxtoHan cohorts to attend the remains of 
the decealed prince ffom Brundufium to Rome, and ordered 
the magiftrates 'of Caldbria, Apulia, and tampania^ to pay 
their laft office^ to tlie memory of his fon. The urn was 
carried on the (hoaldjef'S of the tribunes and centurions, and 
accompanied by the chief magiftrates of the places through 
Vhich it paffed, the? iiQors ef the deceafed general march- 

< Tacit. Ann. irtx. ii« cap. 98. ^ Flin. lib. ii. cap. S^. 
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ing before it with their fafces leverfed* When the ftinerai 
proceflTion arrived at any Roman colony^ the nobility, in 
tktir moil fplendid apparel, and the people in mourning, 
IteW viflims, ere£led altars, and burnt perfumes, teilifying, 
with loud lamentations, their common forrow. The nearer 
Honjttrf they drew to Rome^ the greater was the concoUrfe. A.t 
uived. Terracina they were met by Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, by 
Claudius, Germanicus^s younger brother, and by fuch of his 
children as had been left at Rome. At fome diftance from 
the city, the confcript fathers, with the Confuls at their 
head, and great Crowds of people, lined the road through 
which the proceiTion paiTed, bathed in tears, and teftifying 
their grief with fighs,, in which flattery had no fliare ; for 
every body knew that Tiberius rejoiced inwardly at this 
event. Neither he nor his mother Livia appeared abroad, 
either becaufe they thought it below their clignity to lament 
publicly, or through fear of betraying in their countenances 
fome marks of joy amidft the public lamentations. The 
remains of the deceafed prince were depofited in the tomb 
of Auguftus, the whole city attending them to the field of 
Mars, where that monument was ere£ted, and crying aloud, 
in the tranfports of their grief, that the republic was ut- 
terly ruined, that no farther hope remained) as if they had 
forgot by whom they were governed. Nothing oiFended 
Tiberius fo much aa the aiFeaion which the people ihewed 
for Agrippina, calling her" the ornament of her country, 
the only blood of Auguftus, a true pattern of ancient vir- 
. tue ;" and at the farpe time imploring the bleflings of the 
< gods for her iflue, that they might oudive the perfecutions 

* ' of the wicked. . 
Titiriujtfy ' As the people fet lio bounds to their grief, Tiberius 
^^^h**h ^^^^^ proper tp check it by a public decree, commanding 
puMcgriif }^^^ ^^ refume their feveral vocations, and, as the Mafime- 
* fian games were at hand, to indulge themfelves in their 
uiual diverfions, as they had, by their lamentations, given 
fufEcient vent to their forrow. The emperor's decree was 
Immediately complied with, as to the external appearance; 
"the courts of juftice were opened, public affaurs refumed, 
and an end was^ put to the vacation \ 

Drufus, who had come to Rome to attend the funeral, 
returned to the army in Illyricum ; which he had fcarce 
reached, when Pifo appeared in the camp, hoping to find 
the young prince lefs incenfed againft him for the de^th of 
a brother, than favourable to him for the removal of a rival. 
'Drufus, at their firft meeting, told him, ** That if the 

^ Tacit. AnnaUlib, iii. cap. i. 
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tUTOte laid toki$ chai'ge was true, he would be thp firft to Dritfks'f 
revenge it; but that be hoped the current report was artful ak* 
groundlefs, and that the death of Germanicus would be f^^Ji 
pernicious to none.'* This declaration he made in public, ^^^ 

and <:aref ully avoided. all private interviews with Pifo. The 
artful anfwef, and'cgutious behaviour of* a youth| otherwife 
frank and unwary^ prompted moft people to believe, that 
he had been inftriidled by his father how to behave in fp 
nice and critical' a junfture* Xo^^Sg Pjfof whom the far 
ther had fent to ttpme, to foften'the emperor, was received 
very kindly^ and honoured with fuch prefents as were 
ufually bellowed on the fohs of governors, when they re* 
turned from the provinces. In the rhj^gn time Martina^ fa^ 
mous for the art of poifoning, who had be^n fent in cuftody 
towards Rome, was found dead at BrunduGum, with poi- 
fon bound up in the knots of her hair« Whether her death 
was accidental, or procured by private orders from Tibe- 
rius or Pifo, was never known. By her death the accufers 
were deprived of their chief evidence ; for (he had ever 
lived in clofe confidence with Plancina; and the fenatc 
hoped to extort from her, by force of torments, a confeffioa 
of the crime, arid a difcovery of her accotnplices. 

Not long after this. event, rxfo arrived in Rome, with his Pifo #r. 
wife Plahcina i and rowing down the Tiber from Narnia, rinses at 
^anded near the tomb of Auguftus, where the a<hes of Ger» ^•**'* ' 
inanlcus had been lately depofited. This incident, with 
their infolent behaviour, heightened the indignation of the 
people ; for they both appeared with gay countenances \ 
and attended with a numerous retinue, he of clients and 
domeftics, and, (he of women, proceeded to their (lately 
palace, which was on this occafion magnificently adorned 
and illuminated. The night they pafled in rejoicings, hav- 
ing invited their friends and relations to a banquet, with 
which they folemhized their fafe arrival. The very next 
day Pifo was arraigned by Vitellius, Veranius, and others. Is arraign* 
wbo had attended Germanicus. The emperor having heard, td^ 
in a private audience, the charge of the accufers, and the 
defence of the accufed, referred the gaufe to the fenate^ 
apprehenfive that refle£lions would ^e caljt upon him, whe« 
tbcr he condemned or abfolved the accufed. 

When the fenate met for this great trial, Tiberius afFe£i:- 
cd moderation : he told the confcript fathers, that Pifo had 
been his father's lieutenant and friend, and lately appointed 
by himfelf, at the direftion of the fenate, to afllft Germa* 
nicus in fettling the affairs of the Eaft : whether he hacl 
there, by his haughtinefs and oppofition, provoked the 
young prince, and rejoiced at his death^ or wickedly pro« 

cured. 
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Ctifec! It, ttiey were theri to judge with unoiafied miti^^i 
tiherius^s ' <* If you find him guilty (faid the emperor), of having only 
^f ^^ /fl exceeded the bounds of his commiflioo, by rcfufing to fub^ 
\nthis^^^ ttiit to the will of his general, or even of having betrayed 
Qccafion. j^y at his death, and fny affliftion, I {hall ever hate him, 
and banifli him from my houfe ; but cannot, for private in* 
juries, condemn him as a criminal. If you find him guilty 
of Germanicus's death, it is incumbent upon you to ft* 
yenge it, and afford his children, and us his father and 
grandmother, the fatLsfa^lion of feeing him punifhed for 
luch an* enormous crime. I befeecb you to proceed with 
impartiality : let not your regard for me miflead you Xo tak^ 
criilies for proved, hecaufe they are committed againft me# 
If the accufed has any friends or relations, let them exert 
dieir eloquence, and ufe their utmott endeavours to clear 
' feim from the crimes' laid to his charge. Let his apcufers 
take 'the fame pains to convift him of the charge which is 
brougjit againft him : hj thefe means we fh all be able to 
jud|;e impartially I to abfolve the accused, if innocent; to 
condemn him, if guilty V* 

" TW6 dayi were allowed the accu(er$ to fupport Acif 

charge, atid, fix days after, three were granted the accuied 

AriicUirf to m^e his defence. *ithe articles of impeachment brx>ught 

impeach* againft Pi fo1)y Servseu^^ Vetanius, and Vitcllius, were, that 

brought ihe had permitted a, general licentioufnefs in the army, and 

againft Corrupted the cotnmpn foldiers to that degree, that he was 

Pifi. iflylea, by the moftr profligate. Father of tne Legions j that 

be had abuTed, in a moft outrageous manner, the friends 

of Gefmanicus ; and laftly, that by'poifonand witchcraft 

)i€ had deftroyed his general, and borne arms afgainft the 

- con>monwealth ) infomuch that they had been obliged td 

engage and defeat him, before they could bring him to Kia 

trial. He defendjpd himfelf but weakly againft chcfe aceu* 

facibn« ; only the charge of poifonir>g Germanicus was not 

fiifficiently proved However, the fenate could not be per- 

" fuaded, that Germanicus had died a natural death ; and, at 

the fame time, the people were heard exclaiming at the 

door of the fenate-houfe, that though the fathers ahfblved ' 

the accufed, he fiiould not efcape. the punifhment due to 

his crimes : they had already overturned the ftatuefr of 

^ifp, and would have dragged them to the Scalas Gcmo" 

ti'iXj the place where criminals were executed, had they 

not been prevented by Tiberius's orders. Thefe difiurbanceg 

induced the fenate to defer the final decifion of the caufe; 

aud Pifo, that he might not be exppfcd to the outrages of 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. lit. cap. t. Dioy lib. Ivii, p. 615. 
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tUe incbxifcd AiiUtkudcy was conveyed to bis houfe. in i fttw 
ler^ fbllo'vir^d by v tribune of a pfsecdfiafi cohort, whom 
feme beheld as a guard for his fafety^ others Is the minifier 
4>f his death. 

The people were no lefs incenfed againft Planciha than ,Pifonhtm^ 
Pifo ; but fhe harthg, by the fkcrti ioTicitatiotis of Livia, *io>ted ty 
ibctired her own pardon, began, by degrees^ to abandon ^'' ^^f* 
bcf hu&andy and to rtialre a feparate defence, thotigh flie '^'^•"**" 
liad declared^ froto the beginning, that fhe would employ 
all. her intereft and favpur with Litia, in behaif of both^ 
and that) by the fame fentence, they (hoeld both' be either 
abfolVed or condemned. This defe£lion fo afFed)ed Pifd, 
who had placed more conficlence in the intereft of his wife 
than hit own^ that be Was ibme time in fufpcnce Whether 
he flboold make any farther defiinc^ : but his fon prevailed 
upon htm to appear bhce more before the fehate, and try ? 

•whediar he could ihote the fathers Or Tibetius to compa£» v 

fion* The fttiate proving imptacbble, and the emperor earo* 
fully avoMilig to fliew^* ev^n m his countenance, tfa^leaft 
mark of tsndemefs towards hiol in his diftrefs, he returned 
home, ond'Wrotle a letter to the emperor, whicti he feaied, 
and delivered to his freedman. He then bathed, according 
to the Ht>man cuftom^ and fup^ed as ufuai. His wife kept 
bim company till the night wa6 fair fpent^ and then retired ; 
Pifo ordered the door of the chamber to be fhut, and wis 
jbund at break of day with his throat cat, ^tid his fword ^'^ ^^«^^f 
lying: by hfan K Tiberius, fearing the death of Fifo tnight 
M imi^uted to him, aa if lie hid procured it to prevent far- 
ther difooveties, examined bis domeftics in thd fenate rela*" 
tivifc to tffe circumftances of his fate \ and' then read the 
letter whi^h Pifo had Written to him» implorih| his pmtec<- 
tion for his fons^ whbm He cleared from bating any (hart 
m his late c6hdu£t^ whateter it were. Of hi$ wife Pian^ 
cina be faid nothing. One of his fons had remained a^ 
Rome^ ai&d therefore could be in no deghde aceeflbfy to his 
father's guilt; the other had indeed attended him into Sy- 
ria, and ferved under him in the commckiotte he raifed in 
the province t but Tiberius would not allow that to be ittv* 
pttted to bim as a crimes alleging the orders of his father> 
which, he faid, a fon could not difobey. 

As for Plancina, who was fuppofed to have been more ^tihriui 
gttiltythan her hulband, Tiberius declared, not without //sx/^Mrj 
biuihing, and betraying great confufion in his fpeech and P^unana i 
countenance, that, at the earneft entreaties of his mother, 
he could not help pleading for her, and afliiUng her in her 

> Tacit. Dio, ibid. 
Vot. XII. U trial. 
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trial. However, Vitellios and Veranius did not drop ilie 
profecution ; but after they had, in a trial which lafted two 
' days, made the charge appear pretty plain, and filenced 
^ko is ab» thofe who pleaded for the accufed, (he efcaped the puniih- 
/•/w^. ment due to her crime, by the indulgence of the fervile fc- 
nate : for the conful Aurelius Cotta, being fii^ft aiked his 
opinion by the emperor, who colie£led the voices himfeif, 
anfweiied m the following terms : *^ I am of opinion, that 
the name of Pifo be rafed out of the coofular fa(U or tables^ 
part of his' eftate forfeited, and part granted to his fon 
Cneius, upon his changing, thatname ; that his fon Marcus 
be expelled the fenate, banifhed for ten years, and allowed 
out of his father's eftate only fifty thoufand great fefterces. 
As to Plancina, I think (he (hould be pardoned, at the r&- 
queft of Livia*'' This fentence feemed too rigorous td the 
Ttberitu emperor, with refpe£l to Pifo's children and memory : he 
favourstht therefore would not allow his name to be (truck out of the 
children .confular tables, faying, that the name of Mire Antony, 
^ory'of "^^^ ^^^ made war upon his country, and that of his fon 
FijQ. Julius Antonius, who had, by adultery^ diihonoured the 

houfe of Augaftus, remained ftill intbofe tables* He. like- 
wife deliveted Marcus Pifo from the infamy of being di- 
vefted of his dignity, and left him- h^s paternal inheritance 
entire. He alfo oppofed the motion of Valerius Meflali- 
nus, who was for erecting* a golden ftatue in the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, and that of Csecina Severus, who pro* 
pofed building an altar to Revenge. *^ Such monuments 
(he faid) were fit to be raifed for victories ^ovtr a foreign 
enemy ; but domeftic evils were either to be buried in w- 
livion, or remembered with, grief." As the emperor bad 
ibewn great favour to Plancina and her children,, to main- 
tain the opinion of an impartjial jvdge, a few days after the 
trial, he moved in the fenate^L that Vitellius, Veranius, and 
Servaeus, who ha*d accufed Pifoj might be rewarded ; and 
they -were accordingly preferred to pontifical honours ". 

The death of Germanicus being thus avenged^ Drufus, 

who had returned fromlUyricum to be prefent at the trial, 

was honoured with an Qvation, which, though decreed him 

the year before, for having fettled peace in Germany, he 

tnpyanta. had poftponed till the caule was over. A few days after 

thi mother died his niother Vipfania, of all the children of Agrippa 

§f Drufuff ^{j^ Qj^iy QQg^ fays Tacitus, who died a natural death (N)« 

^''- The* 

m Tacit. Annal. lib. iii. cap. 1—19. 

(N) A grippa had three wives, of Atticus, Marcella, the daugh- 
to wit, Pomponia, the daughter terofO^via, and Julia. By 

Pom- 
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The fame fear Tacfannas, who had been, (btne tiMe beforei Toe farinas 
defeated by Furius Camillus, renewed the war in Africa \ rimtui tkt 
but was obliged, by L. Apronius, who had fucceeded Ca- ?*'*'''. *"' 
miiliis in the government of that province, to fiielter him- " ^i^^^*^^ 
felf again in ihe deferts ^ 

This year, Emilia Lepida, defcended from one of the moft Tht trial ^ 
illuftrious families in Rome, great grand'-daughter to Sylla •^m'^^ 
and Pompey, and once defigned for the wife of Lucius 6a5- ^^f^^ 
far, was charged with impofing upon her hiifband Pub.Quiri* 
nius, a fuppofititious chUd,' with adultery, and with conlult* 
ing the Chaldaeans about the fate of the imperial family ; 
which was a capital crime. Her brother Mahius Lepidus 
undertook her defetice ; and Tiberius behaved on this oc- 
cafion with fuch fubtlety, that it was impoffible to difcover 
his real fentiments. At firft, he begged the fenators not to 
meddle with the articles of treafon, and foon after charged 
Marcus Servilius to produce thofe very proofs, which be 
pretended to fuppreis : he would not fuffer the flaves of 
Lepida to be examined by -torture, as to the articles of trea- 
fon, nor liis fon Drufus, though conful eleA, to vote firft, 
left the reft (hould think themfelves obliged to follow his 
example. However, the flaves of Lepida confefling,- that 
&e had impofed upon her huftiand a fuppofititious child, and 
even attempted to poifon him, (he was condemned to per- 
petual baniihment ; but at the requeft of Scaurus, to whom 
flie had borne a daughter, either before her marriage with 
Quirinius, or after her divorce, her eftate was not cohfif- 
cated. After (he was condemned, Tiberius told the fena- 
tors, he had learned from the flaves of her huftrand Qu?ri- 
nius, that fte had attempted to poifon him alfo ^ 

This year Tiberius fonened the rigour of the law Papia ^kitenntU 

Poppaea, which loaded thofe with heavy fines who did not ty efths 

iatv Fai 

a Tacil. Aon. lib. iii. cap. so. *, Suet in Tib. cap. 49. Popp^a 

fifiinid^ 

Pomponia he had Vipfania, the fuppoied to have been poifoned ; 

mother of Drufus, mentioned Agrippina perilhed by hunger ; 

here by Tacitus. MarccUa like- and Pofthumus Agrijjpa by the 

wife bore him children, if Sue- fword ; but as to Julia (he died 

tOBius is to be credited ; but, a natural death, according to 

as we find no farther mention the account which Tacitus him • 

made of them, we conclude, felf gives of it (i); though he 

that they died very young. By tells us in this place, that Vip-^ 

Julia he had five children, Caius fania was, of all the children of 

and Lucius Ctcfars, Agrippa Agrippa, the only one who died , 

PofthumUs, Agrippina, and Ju« a natural death. 

lia. Caius and Lucius were 

. (1) Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. 

U % marry 
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marry at a certain age. Great numbers of Romans chufing 
rather to pay the nnes than incumber themfelves witb ia* 
milies, fo.that the law ferved only to enrich the exchequer^ 
Tiberius appointed five perfons, who had be6n formerly 
confuls) five vtrho had been praetprs, with ten other fe- 
natorS) to examine all the regulations macie before his 
time againft celibacy. Thefe explained the intricacies of 
> the laws enacted againft a (ingle life, which the lawyers of 
thofe days employed tp ruin many noble families $ and^ at 
the fame time^ they mitigated tvts, rigour of the ancient 
law,, by leflening the fines, which, according to the regu- 
lations of Auguftus, every man was to pay, who did not 
Nerot Ger- marrv at a certain age. Towards the end of this year, Ke- 
manicus^s ro, Germanicus's eldeft fon^ t^^Pg of age, Tiberius lecom- 
eUeftfon, mended ^ him to the fenate, that he might fland for the 
favoured quagftorfliip five years, fooner than the laws dire^^t^ ; a re- 
^ ' ' queft which was readily granted, as alfo a place in the col-* 
lege of pontiffs. The nrii day he entered tne forum in his 
manly robei a donative^of corn and money was diftributed 
by Tioerius to the populacei overjbyed to fee a fon oiGti^ 
manicus come of age. Their felicity was doubled, by his 
marriage with Julia the daughter of Drufus \ but foon af« 
ter, the people; faw, with the utmoil concern and intiigna* 
tion, the daughter of Sejanus betrothed to youhg X)riU'us, 
/ the nephew of Germanicus, and fon of . Claudius, who 
reigned alter Caligula. By this match, the Claudiaa fa* 
mily feeoied degraded, and Sejanus exalted {till higher, 
J>iath of though lus. power and credit with the emperpr was already 
Drufus^ top great: bu4:, a few days aJFter, JDrufus died .at Pompeii 
nephew /« by a ilrange accident, being ehoaked by a pear, which 
. Gfrmani' fl-Qck in his throat, as in play he threw it up in the air, and 
^^\ caught it in his motttb. , 

Yr. of Fh In the following year Tiberius was conful the fourth time, 
*3^9« and Drufus the fecond 5 but Tiberius, fooil aftcf bte hid re- 
ff C 6** f*"^^^ ^^^ fafccs, under pretcncq of his health, rctn-ed to 
' ^ ^* Campania, either to accuftom hiralelf, by degreed, to lircJ 
*fJberiui pnt of Rome, or to leave Drufus the honour of difcharging 
goes into that o£Sce alone. Not. long after, his departure, be ac- 
Camj>aaia» <juainted the fenate, that Tacfarinas had raifed new 'dif- 
turbances in Africa^ and exhorted them to choofe a pro- 
conful to be fent into that provinces equal to the war with 
which it was threatened. Upon this hiteliigence the £1^ 
thers met ; but, inftead of naming a governor, decreed^ 
that the appointing of a proper p^rion for the govemkndnt 
of Africa (hould be left to the etaptfor. On diis occafion, 
Caecina Severus made a fpcech againft any magiftrate*s car- 
rying his wife with hii&i into hi^ province.; but, being op- 

pofed 
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pofed t>7 Valerius McQidiit^Si and by Drufus, his motion 
was over-ruled. The dext time the fehate met, a letter was 
prefented to them from Tiberius, wherein, after complain* 
ipg that they caft the csire of all public affairs upon him, 
b^ named M* Lepidus and Jimius Btefus, leaving it to them 
to cboofe for tl^e proconfulate of Africa which of the two 
they plei^fed* Acaordinglj Blaefus was chofen, Lepidus 
pletidiBg with grejit earQeftn^fs his infirmities, the tender, 
^e of )us children, and a daughter who wa^ marriageable p. 
The moderation and mildnefisi with which Drufus go- 
vornod during his father^s abfence, encouraged fome fenar 
tors tQ apply to him to r^drefs an evil which was by degreea 
grqwn intolerable. The flatuea of the emperors were be- Statues rf 
come fan&uarics to profligates, who, embracing them, theempg^ 
threatened, and wantonly infulted, any perfon with impu- ^^* !' 

ft/. 11 1'* -rt n *r tome fanC" 

mty I not even a mafter bemg allowed to puniih a ilavQ for tutnta, 
the invediives he had utterisd againft him, -while he held 
the emperor's ilatue. Againft this abufe Caius Seftius, a 
fbnator^ fpoke with great warmth, as he had been lately re- 
viled in a moft outrageous manner by one Annia Rufilla, 
whom he had profecuted and convidied of forgerv. To re- Druftu re- 
medy this diforder, Drufua fummoned Rufilla oefore his drfffesihis 
tribiinal y and finding her guilty of uttering inveftives againft ''^'^* 
SeftittSf under protedion of the emperqPs ftatue, he com- 
if&itted her ta prifon. The puniihment of this profligate 
woman, and that of two Roman Hnights, Confidius ^quus 
and Cqelius Curfor, who had forged a charge of treafon 
againft the pnetor Magius Csecilianus, ingratiated Drufus 
with the people, who overlooked his luxury and dif&pation, 
although he commonly fpent the day at the ihews of gla- 
diators, and the greater part of the night in revels and ban- 
quets* Antiftius; Vetus, a principal nobleman of Macedon, Aniijfius 
being tried for adulteryi during Drufus's adminiftration, Vetus 
was abfolved ; a circumftance which highly oiFended Tibe- ^'"''^f 
riuas whot wrote a letter to the fenafe, fevercly reproaching 
the judges* He ordered them to recall Vetus, and try him 
for treafon, as: a difturber of the public peace, and confe- 
derate with the late king Rhefcuporis, when, having killed 
his nephew Cotys, he defigned to make war upon Rome. 
The charge of treafon, fays Tacitus, proved, in thofe days, 
the bulwark of all accufations, and was the moft eiFeftual 
means of making fure of the criminal, Vetus was there- and con^ 
fore condemned to perpetual banilhment, and that he fhould demned. 
be confined to an ifland, neither in the neighbourhood of. 
Macedon^ nor of Thrace* 1 / 

f Tacit. Ana* lib. iii. cap* 35. 

U 3 The 
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/ The troubles j which began about this time in Thrace, 
prompted the judges, or rather Tiberius, ta add this claufe: 
for the Odryfians, and other warlike nations of Thrace, be- 
ing diffatisfied with the government of Rhemetalces, to 
whom Tibcriiis had given that part of the country which 
his father Rhefcuporis had poflefTed, and much more with 
the government of Trebellienus Rufus, whom Tiberius had 
appointed guardian to the fons of Cotys, who were minors, 
openly revolted ; and, having committed dreadful ravages,' 
J revolt l^efieged Rhemetalces in the city of Philippopolis. But di- 
tH Thraci vifions arifing among them, Publitis Velleius, whom fome 
fipprejfed. writers fuppofc to be - the hiftorian Velleius Paterculus % 
marching from the neighbouring province, where he com- 
manded, defeated, and obliged them, without lofing a man, 
to abandon the fiege '. 
*rhe Qmb In the courfe of the fame year the Gauls, no longer able 
uvolu to bear the heavy tributes with which they were loaded, 
and the cruelty and pride of their governors, attempted to 
fhake off the Roman yoke, excited by Julius Flbrus, a na- 
tive of Treves, and Julius Sacrovir, a leadingman among 
the -flidui, that is, the people of Autun. The Andecavi 
and Turonii, the inhabitants of Angers and Tours, firft 
took up arms \ but the former were foon reduced by Aci- 
lius Aviola, at the head of a cohort drawn from the garri- 
fon of Lugdunum or Lyons, and the latter fubdued by the 
fame Aviola with a detachment fent him by Vifellius Varro, 
governor of Lower Germany. Julius Florus, having at- 
tempted in vain to feduce a body of horfe which had been 
raifed by the Romans at Treves, took refuge in the foreft of 
Ardea, attended by a rabble of his own clients and fol- 
lowers ; but finding all the pafies befet by Vifellius Varco 
and Caius Silius, he was obliged to rifle a battle witk his 
countryman Julius Indus, whom the Romans had detached 
with a chofen body of men, being well acquainted wth the 
Julius roads, and a declared enemy to Florus. Indus put him to 
Florus^ $Hf flight at the firft onfet, and, purfuing him from place to 
y^'i^T'T' place, reduced him to fuch difficulties, that, finding no 
f^g re Jolt ^^^^^ means to avoid falling into the hands of his impiaca- 
is routed, * ^^^ enemy, he rufhed upon his own fword. By his death 
4inddtei the infurreflion of Treves was quelled. But the revolt of 
h hts awtf the ^dui gave the Roman generals no fmall uneafinefs, 
fiana. Sacrovir, the chief author of it, having raifed an army of 

forty thoufand men, and feized Auguftodunum, or Autun, 
the capital of ^he nation, where he found ^nd fecured all 
the young nobility of Gaul, hoping by that meafure to en* 

f Voir, m(t l(i|t, lib. i- cap, 14, ' T^cit* Attn- lib, iii. cap. 3S, 39. 
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^age their parents and relations in his intercft. A difpute 
M'hich arofe between the t?;no Roman generals relative to 
the command oiF the army, gave him time to prepare for a 
^ffolute. defence. At length Varro, who was old and in- 
firm, yielding to Silius, who was vigorous, and in the 
flower olF his age, the troops began their march, and, ad- 
vancing towards AuguAodunum, were met by Sacrovic Sacrevir, 
twelve miles from that city. An engagement enfuing, the t^f author 
Gauls were routed with great flaughter. Sacrovir was ob- ^^j^^ '"'' 
liged to fly firft to Aug^uodunum, and thence to a neigh- / Ihl^fJme 
bouring town, wh^re he flew himfelf, and thofe who at- fnanner. 
fended him killed one another, after having fet fire to the 
placC) by which it was reduced to afhes '. 

At the end of the year, Drufus falling fick, Caius Luto- ^, Lutorius . 
rius Prifcus, a Roman knight, thinking the difeafe would Prifitu | 
prove mortal, compofed a pk>em bewailing his death ; and tritd, 
out of vanity read it in the houfe of P. Petronius, in the 
prefcnce of Vitellia, mother-in-law to tctronius, and other 
-women of great di(lindlion. As Rome fwarmed with in- 
formers, the poet was immediately accufed of treafon : all 
the ladies who had heard him were fummoned to appear 
againit him, aiid frightened into a confeffion, except Vi- 
tellia, who maintained to the lall, with great firmnef^, 
that fhe had heard nothing. . Greater credit being given to ^ 
thofe who depofed againft him, Haterius Agrippa, who, 
as conful ele£l, voted iirft, declared, that in his opinion he 
ought to be puniflied with death. Lepidus was for con- 
demning him to perpetual banifliment, and confifcating his . 
eflate. Of all the confulars, Rubellius Blandus alone vot-» 
ing with Lepidus, and the reft with Agrippa, Prifcus was c:oftJemniJ 
immediately put to death. To what a deplorable ftate of andtxt- 
llavery Rome was already reduced I Lutorius's real crime cuUd^ 
was, it feems, his having compofed a poem on the death 
of Germanicus, which had been fo well received, that Ti- 
beiius could not help rewarding him for it'. The emperor, 
who was ftill in Campania, behaved, on this occafjon, with 
his ufual ambiguity ; for in a lettfer to the fenate, he com- 
mended their zeal in thus punifhing the ilightcft injuries 
done to the prince ; but at the fame time, intreated them 
not to be fo hafly in punifhing words ; he praifed Lepidus, 
and blamed not Agrippa. His feeming to difapprove of 
this fudden execution gave rife to a famous decree of the 
fenate ; importing, that their orders (hould not be carried 

• Tacit. Ann. lib. ]lii. cap. 40-^47. 'Idem ibid. cap. 49. Dio, 
lib. Ivii. p« 6j6, 617* 
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to the treafurf (O), nor the condemned perfoi^ executed, 
in lefs than ten days. No criminal reaped any. benefit 
from thi$ rcfpitaein Tibcnus*s r^ign, his cruel and jrerenge*- 
to a famous ful temper being neve^ foitencd by time,.as Taeitus judi- 
cioufly obferves "• 

« Tacit. A^nal. lib. iii. cap. 51. Dip,*lib. Ivii, p. 617. Siict. in Tib. 
cap.75 ^ 

(O) In the treafury were bliftied, feeing the accuser may 
lodged the public ''regifters, and be deceived (4) ;'* and in Cal- 
the decrees of the fenate, which, purnius Flaccus, who wrote 
till entered there, had neither long before Thepddfiiift's time, 
the force nor name of decrises^ *^ Let the punifiiment of a ra^ 
but were called the % orders or . Yifher be deferred tbir^ days 
authority of the fcnate, as is (5).'' Asthere iatnoreconcil- 
evident from Cicero, Dio^ Caf- 
iius, and other ancient writers. 
This decree of the fenate, by 
\vhich it was provided, that no 
perfon condemned ihould be ex 



ing teftimQuies Co evidently opti 
pofite and c9ptr|ididoiy» aod 
we have innumerable inSaacei 
of tranfcribers raiflaldng num- 
bers, we fhall, with the moft 



^cuted till the tenth day after judicious critics, impute to them 



fentence pronounced, was ob 
fcrved by Caligula, even with 
refpe6t to thoTe whom he him* 
felf fentenced to death (j), and 
probably by all the fucceeding 
emperors to the time of Theo- 
doiius the Great, who granted 
twenty days more to thofe who 
were condemned (i) cither by 
the prince or by the fenate (3). 
This we find is the general opi- 
nion, an opinien well grounded, 
fincc Tacitus, Dio CafTms, Sue- 
tonius, and Seneca, affirm, in 
exprefs terms, that Tiberius 
granted ten days refpite to cfi* 
minals after (eptence, and the 
more modern writers unani- 
jnoufly afcribe to Theodoiius 
the thiny days reprieve. On 
the other hana we read in Quin- 
tilian, who flourifhed about this 
time, the following words; 
** The law forbidding a crimi- 



the prefent dilagreement among 
authors. Perhaps, in tranfcrib* 
ingthe declamattons of Quin* 
tilian and Calpurtiius, in er after 
Theodofius's time, they adapt* 
ed them to the lair which that 
emperor had ena£ked. Baroaius 
pretends, that the ten days ft* 
prieve extended to all criminals^ 
by what judge foever condemn- 
ed ; and thence infers, that Pi?, 
late tranfgrefTed the law of his 
prince, in caufin^ our Saviour 
to be crucified as loon as he had 
pronounced fentence againft 
him (6). It is manifeft from 
Gothofredus, in his comments 
upon the Theodoiian code, that 
neither the decree of Tiberius, 
nor the law of Thecdofiua. ex- 
tended to the magiilrates in the 
provinces till the time of Nice- 
phorus Botoniates, who ordered 
all judges and magiftrates to 



nat to be executed, till afrer conform to the law ofTheodo 
thirty days, was wifely efta* fius (7). 



(0 Spnec. de Tranq* cap. 14^^ ^451- 

TC. dc pCpiiiti. (3) Sid>, lib. i.Epift. 7. 



mat. ^03. 
Ano»l- 34« 



(5) Calpur. Flac Declamat. 15. 
(7) Cod, TH. torn. iii. p. 307, 



(0 In 1. Si ViAdleari, 
(4} QgintiL DecU* 



(6) Baron« 

The 



The foUowing year, Caius Sulpitius G^Iba and Beeimus 
Haterius Agrippa being confuls, Caius Bibulus, one of tte s&* 
diks» moved, thfitifotoe Fcfif i^iions fliould be laid upon iuxu- 
f y v which, aotilFithftandtng this fumptuary laws, ^as grown 
ioa Qionftrottscxcefst in the exp^Me of entertainments, in 
the. number of domeftics, in the quantity of gold and (ilver 
plate, pi£kuF6s, ftatUQB* and precious (tones. The motion 
Vras feqpnded by the (^her sediles^Dfho enlarged on the miC- 
ehievoiis confequences of growing eiril'. The fathers heard 
them with patience, but referred the whole matter to Tibe- 
rius } a rcferenoe which occcafioned a letter from him to 
tlie cpnfbript fathers ; wherein, after commending the seal 
ofthesBdiles, he owned, that the excefles they complained Titerin 
pf jveiqpiired regulation 5 that the prevailing evil oueht to be ''^•A' '• 
ebeckcd by the fcwreft laws \ but neverthelefs, if Inch laws *^^'^ . 
viFcfe ehadled, even thofe who now cenfure the profufe lux- ^^^ of 
ury of the times, would be the firft to complain that the luxutj^ 
(late vpas utterly undone, that fnareswer^ laid for every no* 
ble and wealthy familV) and that all men would become the 
piey of informers, rle hinted, that if any of the magif* 
crates would undertake to put a ftop to fo great an evil, he 
fliould have both his praifes and thanks for eafing him of 
part of his burden ; but that as to himfelf, he would not ^ 
fake upon him that odious taik. The fenate, upon reading 
the emperor's epiftle, ordered the aediles to proceed no far- 
ther in the bufinefs. Tiberius, by thus rejefling the project 
of reforming luxury, which would have proved an inex- 
liauflible fund of crimes* impeachments, and confifcations, 
acquired the fincere applaufe of the nobility, with whofe 
wealth the accufers would not have failed to enrich them- 
Cel¥es, had the emperor either enforced the old^i or ena£ted 
new fumptuary laws ^* 

Soon after this ocgafion Tiberius wrote again to the fe- ^^^fits ift- 
pate, defiring the tribunitial power for Drufus 5 a rcqueft JJ/^/"^^*'^* 
which they granted with circumftanccs of the moft refined //^/J^^jT 
flattery : ftatues were' decreed to Tiberius and Drufus, altars 
were erected to the eods, and arches raifed. M. Silanus 
moved, that for the future, not the names of the confuls, 
but of thofe who exercifed the tribunitial power, (hould h^ 
prefixed to all public and private records ; Haterius Agrippa 
propofed, that the decrees of that day {hould be written in 
Ifttecs of gold, and hung up in the fenate» Drufus, who 
yra64hen }n Campania, probably with his father, returned 
the fcnate thanks for the tribunitial power, with which they 

w Tacit. Ann, lib. iii. cap. 5»**5|» 

bad 



2^ The Roman E^oty^ 

ImH loveftid htm ^ but did not ga t6 Rome to receiTe that 
honour *. 

Servtus Maluginenfisy who* as prieft of Japiter, was not 
allowed to leave Italy, or even fleep one night outof Borneo 
demanding the government of Afia,. and bis fnit being op-» 

E)fed by Lentulus the augur, and others/ the afiair was 
ft to the decifion of Tiberius, who, in his anfwer to the 
fenate^ poftponing the pretenfions of the i prieft of Jupiter^ 
Tthnhts moderated the honours which had been decreed to Drufus 
maJfraies ^ith the tribttoitial power, and particalarly cenfuied the 
'^ d%' W'^^ion of the golden letters, as contrary to the euftom of 
Drufm* Rome. As the liberty of inftituting fanduaries and privi* 
Thtrnm- leged places at pleafure, had long fince prevailed among the 
hifofjwttr Greek cities, and filled their temples with fugitive flaves, 
*^f^^^ debtors, and criminals. Tiberias this* year referred to the 
•'f'"'^ fenate the care of examining the privileges which thofe cities 
. enjoyed, and the grants on which tihey were foanded. The 
fenate and confuls, after having: heard the Greek deputies^ 
and carefully fearcbed into the validity of their feveral 
claims, utterly fupprefled fome fanftuaries^ and either li* 
mited the extent, or abridged the privileges and immunities 
of others, ordering the decree they enafledon this occafion 
to be engraved on brafs, and bung up in the temples of 
Greece ^. Suetonius tells us, that Tiberius abfolutely aboi^ 
liflied all fanftuaries throughout the whole Rpman empire *» 
IhfiaU « Not long after this tran^£kion Livia,. being feized with 
itUtfs. a dangerous diftemper, Tiberius haftened to Rome ; for the 
Ttinrius mother and fon either ftill lived in perfeft amity, or artfully 
JRfliw'^ ^* difguifed their mutual hatred. The fenate decreed fuppli* 
cations to the gods, with the celebration of the great Roman 
InJIoHtes of games for her recovery ; and betrayed on this occafion fuch 
thi fir^ih a contemptible fpirit of fervitude, that Tiberius was aihamed 
fpirtt of thi ^f jj^g- J, yjjg degeneracy, and fcandalous fubmiffions •• The 
''^ '* next time the fenate met, Caius Silanus, proconful of Afia, 
Csefius Cordus, proconful of Crete, and Lucius Ennius^ a 
Roman knight, were accufed before them ; the two firftof 
robbing the public, and the other of treafon, for having 
ufed, as the current coin, a piece of filver, on which was 
engraved the effigies of Tiberius. To the charge of rapine 
and extortion againil Silanus and Cordus, that none of theic 
friends and relations might dare plead for them in their 
trial, articles of treafon were fubjoined ^ a fure .bar, fays 
Tacitus, to all afliilaoce^ and a feal upon their lipa. They 

' « Yacit> Ann. lib. iii. cap. 56, 57. J Idem ibid. cap. 6o<^63« 

s Suet. \fi Tib. cap. 37* a Tacit* ibi^. cap. ^ 

wexe 
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iRTcre found guilty of maladminlilration and extortion^ con* Cmus SiUh 
demned to perpetual banifhment, and their eftates declared. ff«i ^m^ 
cdhfifcatcd : but Cneius Lcntulus moving, that the cftatc ^^' 
of Silanus, devolving to him from his mother Cornelia, who ^I^uIL^mj 
was related to the Cacfars, might be reflored to his fon, Ti- 
berius aflented to the motion ; and even mitigated the ri- 
gour of the fentence which the fenate had pronounced 
againft him,' alleging, that the ifland of Gyarus, to which 
they had confined him, was an inhofpitable place, and de-^ 
ftitute of inhabitants ; begging, that in favour of the Junian 
family, and in regard of his filler Torquata, a Veftal of an 
unblemiflied character, they would banifh him to the ifland 
of Cythera. The fenators readily granted the requeft of the 
prince, who, by this affeftedfhew of clemency, endeavoured 
to cover the artifice and violence which he had employed t<y 
deftroy the unhappy procbnful. 

The emperor pronounced the charge brought againft L. 
£nnius frivolous, and therefore would not allow him to be 
tried as a criminal. On this occafion, Ateius Capito, with 7ki wfm^ 
Pin afle£t:ed fpirit of liberty, exclaimed, thatthe'emperorin- mousfiat" 
trenched upon the privileges of the fenate; thdt all inju- ''.''^ ^J Cm^ 
ries done to the prince were public crimes done to the com- ^ * 
jyibnwealth, which it vras the province of the fenate, charged 
•with the care of there public, to revenge and reftrain, in oppo- 
iitioh to any one's private clemency and compaflion. Tibe-* 
rius had reafon to cry aloud^ as often as he went out of the 
fenate, *• O men prepared for bondage V* The infamy of 
Capito was the more fignal, as he debafed by it not only 
the dignity of the fenator, but his own perfonal accomplifli-. 
mentis ** (P). Tlie condemnation of Silanus and'Cordus 
was followed by a religious debate, in what temple the ' 
offering fhould be placed, which the Roman knights had 
vowed to the Equeftrian Fortune for the recovery of Livia. , 
As there was no temple in Rome dedicated to Fortune un« 
der that title, it was decreed, that the gift of the 
knights ihould be prefented at that of Antium« Relifi4ous ^7^^' 
matters bemg now on the carpet, Tibenus, as pontifex ^(arnd 
maximus, relumed the opinion which he had lately de- from thi 

ferrcd, touching the preteqfioqs of Servius Maluginenfis j go'vermna 

• oftkipn* 

i> Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap, 6«— 7 1. ^'^''* 

• (P) At^uB Capito was a roan above Antidius Labeo, another 

of, extraordinary accompliih- civilian of equal knowlege and 

mentsi, and one of the moft abilities, but of anunblemifhed 

learned civilians of his age. charadter, and a probity which 

^uguflu^ honoured him early was proof againfi all temptationSt 
ivi^h the confuUhip to wi% him 

and 



^ produced a ftat!»t€ of thq p^ntifB made under Ati« 

gliftusy declaring^ that, when the prieft of Jupiter wa9 ill, 

be might, with the confent qf the pqntifex maxiinua, he ^b^ 

fent from the city two nights, except on day^ of public &* 

Ciific^, and ne?er more than ^wice a year. This regular 

ti(»n proved, that tl>e ^dminiftration of a proTince^ whicli 

fequired a year's abfence, wa^ incompatible with the office of 

the fl<>nfi^ dialis, or prieft of Jupiter <. So that the gqff^riw 

ment of Afia, which Maluginenfis had demanded, was conifer* 

fp4 on the confvilar wbowas next him in feniority. About thi9 

lime, ^milius Liepidus obtained permiffion of the fenateto 

fepaif and beautify, at his own eicpence, the bafiBc ( Q^ 

of P^iulus ^milius. On the other haqd, the emperor ua* 

4ertQok to rebuild the theatre of Pompey» which had h(ea 

^pnfumed by fire, none of that family bejng equal to fo 

great a charge ; and promifed that it (hould ftill he calldi 

by the name of its iUuftrious founder. Qn |bi9 occafim he 

estp^tiated in praife of his favourite Sejanus, to whofe car< 

^nd vigilance, he faid, it was Qwjng, |ha( the fire had dono 

np. greater damage. The fervile fens^te, applauding tho 

princess fpeech, decreed a ftatue to Sejanus, to be placed 

I in the theatre of Pompey ** (R). 

Itrntfan- f bis year Tacfarinas, quitting again the defer^?, to which 

"^1 Tm- ^^ ^^ \i^tn fo often driven, appeared unexpedisdly m the 

^kalh i» l^i' fruitful plains of Africa, at the bead of a numerous army« 

kir»$, £|aving comipitted every where drcadfyl dev^fta^tions, he 

arrivecl to fqch a height of infolence, as to fend amba0adors 

to Tiberius, demanding a ietUement for himfelf and hia 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. C9p* 66— 71* * Ibid. cap. 7%* 

( Q^) Bafilics^cre originally Auguftus by Paulus ^mlliuS. 

^cious halls, in which kings, who was conful in the year or 

mm whon) tfiefe buildings bor* Rome 730, and afterwards cen* 

roired their narne^ adminiAered for (2) ; but betng coufumed 

tui^ce to their fubje£h. The by accidental fire, it was rebuilt 

l&omatis appropriated that name . twent^r years after by another 

iQgreathaUs, having two ranges iEiaiUuf (3). As it was at 

of pillars, and two wings with this time out of repair, LcfMuS 

^. l^aUeries over them. Cicero a&ed leave to ftreng^heo and 

fpeaks of the baiilic mentioned yembellifh it at his own ezpence* 

here (i), which, according to (R) We are tpld by Seneca 

him, was begun by ^milius (4), that upon the paffiag of 

Paolus» then aodile, and after- this decree, Cremudus Ck>rdus 

wards cpnful virith Caius Mar, cried out, <* Now is Ponspey*a 

celluSf It was finifhed under theatre utterly dcibx^ed.^ 

. . (0 Cw. ad Attic, lib. iv. ep. 17. (x) Dioi Ub« xlix. (3) Idtmt 
lib. liv. * (4} Senec. ad Martiaq^, cap, sji^ 



annff and thr«atemag the empfior^ ia cafe he did' Mt 

Smt hid requefta with eternal Wftn Our hifidrian tells us j 
«^ Tibf riiw npver difcovered fe much indignation and re4 
fexUment as on this ocoafion, not being able to bear« Uiat a 
defeiter, a freebooter^ Ihould have toe arrogance tooffien 
terms, as if he .were an equal c^emjr* He thei^ibre or* 
dcred Junius Bla:ffis» whom he continued another year ifl( 
the government of Africa^ to exert his utmioft efforts agftin& 
lb b(dd and contemptible an enemy. Blefus drove Tabf»- He hJU^ 
xinas every where odFoi^ him, and purfued hitn into the de^ trtfUkf 
fertSy where he took bis brother prifoner i but Tacfarinatt B^^i 
bad the good fortune to make his efcapCf though the paflet 
were befet on all fid^s by the enen^y : however, as nloft of 
his forces were cut in pieces, and his bfOther takeil, Tihe^ 
rltts looked upon the war ^ coptiudedt and confirmed to 
Blxfus the title of imperator, which his troops had coiH icfAtiVii. 
ferred upon him. He was likewife honoured with the €31- **^7^. 
iigris^of triumph^ llberius declaring, that he thus diftiff lir/r Jfj». 

{;uiihed him out of refpe£t to Sejanus, who was bis nephew. fer4U8r. 
b}thit coUrie trf this yeiirdicd three pcrfonsof gfeat <liC- i^ath^f 
tiMi^on;- Atelus Capito, the civilian ; Afmius Salomnus^ y^<i;rr«/ il^ 
gfatidfoh t<> M. Agrippa, half«brotber to ]Drufus (S) ; and im/lrkm§ 
the. celebrated Junia^ niece to Cato of Utica, uterine fiftec P*ffi»"» 
to Brutus^ and w^fe to Caflius. . She died fixty-four years 
after the battle of Philippic in whkb her huiband lofthitf 
life* As {he was imvkenfeijr ricfa^ .her will made a 'great 
^fe; for flie lift legacies to aimofr ril the great mewof 
Ronte, b4t nothitlg to Tiberiusi who did not feeiti to reftnt 
In the leaft this'omiffion, but allowed her panegyric io be 
p^dilotoced in pubjicj and her obfequics to be perfdprtnett 
with all the pbmp fuit^ble to her rank \ 

C. Afinius Gillus and C* Antiftius Vctus were the. fiicij 
deeding confuls. During their adminiftration, the famotiii 
Sejanils took the firft fteps towards the execution, of th^ 
ilack defign^ he had been long meditating* As this.pown 
f rfoi and ambitjous minifter will henceforth z& a principal 
|>art id the^pYefeat faiftoryf we (hall premife a fuccin£h actk The ori^- 
colint of his original, manners, and charaAer, copied frbm »«^« ^^«- 
the moft authentic writers of antiquity. L, ^lius Sejanuflf ^^^^''* ^"^ 
WkB born at Vulfirtli in Hetruria, fon to Seitis Str abo, who, ^*^i^^^^^^ 
flidugh commander of the praetorian guards under Auguflus^ 

^ e Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 75, j'S, 

(S) Aiinius Pollioy the fa- name Afinius Oall us, who iikirj 

mous orator and poet, one of ried Vipfania, the daughter ot 

Augufhis's chief f^vouriteSy and Agrip*pa, after Tiberius ha'ddVr 

Virgil^ pattOBSi had a fOn by voiced her to marry Julia, 

and 
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9lid in the beginhing of l^beriUs's reign, was but a private 
Boman knight ^' Junius Btefus, who had commanded the 
legions in rannonia, and lately fignalized faimfelf agatnft 
Tacfarlnas in Africa^ was his maternal uncle. He had 
6ther relations in- great employments, and even brothers, 
wtio had been confuls > $ but thefe were perhaps of the /E- 
Man family, into which Sejanus Mras probably adopted* In 
, Ae bisginning of this reign he was joined with his father 
n¥ the command of the praetorian guards, and even then in 
high favour with the prince ; fo that no colleague was at 
figned him in that important employment when his father 
was fent into Egypt, the government of which kingdom 
was, by the regulation of Auguftus, committed only to 

J rivate. knights. In his eariy youth, he was fufpeAed of 
aving abandoned himfelf to the lewd defiresof the famous 
Apicius(T). 

' Tacit. Ann. lib.iv. cap. i. Dio, lib. Ivii. p. $16, % Veil. 

Kiterc. lib. ii. cap. 127. 

(T) The ancients mention cftatc.** Seneca, who was his 

three of the fame name, all fa- contemporary^ tells us, that he 

mous epicures. The firfl lived publifhed a book of cookeiy, 

in the times of the republic, and with which he infe6^ed the agft. 

is fpoken of bv Athenaeus (5). he lived hi (r); atreatifeDeRe 

The fecond, WHO is mentioned Culinaria, 'tnat is, of cookery, 

by our hiflorian in this ptoce, was difcovered by Albamis -To* 

Kved under Auguftus andTibe* rinus, in the ifiand of Mague- 

fiusi and the third, as appears lonne,nearMontpelier,inz529; 

from Suidas, under Tr;^. and printed at Bafle twelve 

The fecond was the moft famous years after: another copy of 

of all for gluttony ; for after l^e the fame treatife had been dif^ 

bad, by voluptuous eating and covered a hundred years before 

prinking, reduced his immenfe by Enochus of Afcoli, under 

wealth to ten millions of fmall the pontificate of Nicolas V* 

fefterces, he chofe rather to end To both thefe manufcripts was 

bis life, than retrench the ufuaT prefixed the name of M. Coe- 

expencesof his table, for which lius Ajmcius ; but Voffius is of 

the remaining fum was not fuf- opinion, that*tbis Apicius lived 

ficient. Tongues of peacocks long after the famous epicure oC 

and nightingales, aodtbemoft that aai^e, whofe books Do 

exquifue meats that the foreds, Irritamentis Gulae, concerning 

feas, or rivers, produced, were provocatives for the palate* 

bis daily food (6). He is Ilyled and De Jufcellis, concerning 

by Pliny, ** nepotum omnium broths, are mentioned by Se« 

altiffimus gurges ; the deeped necca (8), Ifidpre of Seville (9), 

and moft infatiable gulf of glut- and the old fcholiaftof JuvenaU 
tony that ever fwallowed an 

(s) Athen. lib. iv. cap. 20. (6) Idem. ibid. (7) Senec 

deConfol. ad Albin, (8) Idem, ibid. (9) Ifid. lib* xx» 

de Orig. cap 4. 

Sejana 
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Sejanus was^ artfid) infiiuiating, bold, penetratiiigi and 
»mbitiou8* He had gained focfa an afcendaiKy over the 
fpirit of Tiberitn, that faei vrho was to all the reft of the 
wiMTld impenetrably referved, difclofed to tins mmifter his 
ivhole foul without difguife. The:asnbtti6us favourite, feo- Hi afpim 
ing himfelf, by tlie'itt(hil|ence of Insihafler, raifed above *f^^<«»- 
fais condition, entertiuned dkoughts of foaringftill higher. ^^" 
He "was^ in> power and amhority,' the iecond mania the 
fixxnanftate: but he aimed at. nothing lefs than the fo^ 
vereignty: towards the attaining o£ which, his firftile}) GahstAe' 
was to gain tfae.afl^dions of the prxlorian guards, who ^e3hm 
"wcxeonder his command* Till his time they ha4 beeh Pf^/fipr^* 
. qoartered all over tiiceity, and difperfcd /about the' neighs j^'^^^ 
boaring towns and viilages: but Sejakus, pretendini^,.that 
while they were thiis fcattered, they liv^ loofe and do* . 
baucfaedy and could not be eafily colle£led into one body ob 
^ny fudden. emergency, obtained the emperor's ^pehniQioii 
toafiemble them in one camp, whenei he fatd, kiSiitary ' 
difcipiine would. be lobferved with more ^exa^nefs and feve^ 
ritf. As foonas the camp was fintflied, he made it htt 
ftady^ to gain the favour of the common foldiers, by his af- 
fability and obliging behaviour : the tribunes and centu-^ 
rlons were all cfaofen bf him ; and he took care to employ 
sione but bis own creatures and dependents. 

Having thus attjiched to his intereft this formidable corps^ 
the flower of the Roman' forces, his next fcbeme was to 
gatna*firongparty in thefenate, which* was no difficult tail: 
&r'aifaw)urite, at whofedtipofal were both the public mo- 
.nef ,:and. the public eiixployments ; for no fenator, however 
^liuin^uiflied by his l^rtb, or perfonal aceoolpliihments, was 
-employed, untefs j-ecommesded by Sejanus ^» He is faid 
-to fasfve interefted.even the wives of aU the men of quality 
in . Rome, by promifing to each in private that he would 
.many her whenever he.fliould have attained the fovereien- 
ty. He did not eveu^ui^gleA the emfcror's ireedmen, but 
^carefuUycu^tivatedtbcic&iendihipand.atf^achment. In the 
mean time, Tiberius, inftead of curtailing the exorbitant 
power of bid f a vourite, Was everextoUtng hi ih in his fpeeches, 
both to the fenate and people, as the fharcr of his burdens. 
•He eveft fufTcred his effigies to be adored in all public 
places, and to appear among' the eagks of the legions '*j 
for they all carried the figure of Sejanus in their colours^ 
except thofc that were then quartered in Syria, which re^ 
fufed to follow the exaitiple.of the reft ^* 

. ^ Tacit« AnnaL lib* iv. cap* i* ' U^m^ ibid^ k Suet. 

in Tib« cap. 48. 

But 
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his difigns 
Mr the im- 
ptrialfa'' 



if^eeialfy 
DfufttS^ 



mnfihi 



' But diis minHUifa U^iigh of rldfin^ hiiafelf to dnf feyc- 
txeiga power met inxth n&any obftrttfbioiist The impierial 
family had a numeroas iffue. The emperor's foil was grown 
up) and his^ndfon^y the childreh of GermamcHSi weie 
now of age. This .confiderationi h&umvtU ^^^ ^^ ddler 
Sejanus from hii wicked purfaits } hcrefolved to clit oflF die 
reigpihg family^ that non^ of ihe bkxkl of the Caefars might 
tramrfe his ambitious defign t but as* it was dangermia to 
•«fie£l this all at once^ he lefolred to dbftroy the ^holc race 
by degrees^ and to b^n with DrufliSy who was eohtiait- 
a^y complaining of his overgrown power (U), and had 
lately, upon fome conteft, (haken: hisfift at him, andjCfen 
given him a blow on the face. Upon tfais\afflront 8ejama, 
after Jia^Ving rerohed vaHons expedients to rid himfelf of 
fucit a rival, determined, at length, io apply to his Wife 
Livia, the fifter of Gehnanicus. Having firft, by pretend- 
ing a violent paffion, iifiditced her to comjdy with his cri- 
Mauckis.. minaldeflres, he prevailed upon her afterwkrdSf .without 
much difficulty, to concur with him.in deikoying herhuf- 
-band. Thus the niece of Auguftus^ the daugntei^in-lawof 
Tiberius^ the mother of (everal children by Drufus,. dis- 
graced herfelf, her anceJftors, and her pofterity, with a vile 
adulterer; and all to exchange bet pi^efeiit coildition^ which 
was both honourable and certain^ for the hopes of one 
equally infamous aiid uncertain; forfiejanus hadproildfed 
to marry her upoathe death of her hufl>aod, and make her 
]iis partner in the empire. Eudemus was made prii^ to the 
wicked defign, becaufe he, as phyflcian to Livia, under ci»- 
iour of his profeffion, was frequently with her in private^ 
and eonfequen^y could adviie and diredi her^ withoii t givu 
Sng any offente^' Sejanus, to convince Livia, of the Gnco- 
pty of his sntenlibn, as to the promifed marriage, and .thfero- 
by encourage hef to d^fpatch herhuibami, divoiSced faisVife 
•iApicata» But' ftHl the atrocity of the oriine alarmed Livia, 
and her ambiti6n could not tmother, or get th^ better, of 
berremorfCk S«^anos, abandoned as-Ue was^ coilid nolb 

(U) Drurus<k>m|;)lMned, and 
indeed, with a great deal x^,rea- 
fon^ that while he, the empcror^s 
ion, was in the (lower of his age, 
another was called, as coadjutor 
to the government ; and even 
iSeclared colleague in the em- 
pire. ** Sejanus (faid he) has 
alreadv formed a camp for the 
^uardl, that, thus united, they 
may, all at once, receive his or-i 



ders) the foldiely depend 
tirely upon him ; his ^t«e li 
let. up in the theatre of I^orope^'; 
in his grand-children thp|^lood 
of the Drufi will be mii^ wltk 
that (of Sejanus : What notv re- 
mains but to (be him invefled 
with the foref e%n powei*, while 
the emperor's fon is excluded 
from aay (hare in the adminif- 
tration ?** 

without 
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without horror, think of imbruing his hands in the blood 
bf thfe emperor's foh ; and thefe fcruples produced caution, 
delays, and great diftratirion in their counfels* '. 

In the mean time Drufus, the fecond fon of Germanicus, 
afluming the toga Virilis, had the fame honours diecreed him 
by the fenate which had been conferred on his elder brother 
Nero. On this occaliori Tiberius made a fpeech iri com- 
mendation of the youth, iiid likewifeof his fon Drufus, oh . 
account of the kindnefs he fhewed to his brother's childreit. 
This riifed freih jealoufy in Sejanus, who, judging it time jje caufes 
to haften the execution of his Wicked defign, ordered Eu- Drufus to 
demus to prepare a flow-working poifon, that the death of bepoifoned. 
the young prince might be afcribefd to a Cafual difeafe. The 
fatal potion was adminiftered to Drufus by Lygdus the eu- 
nuch, one of. his freedmen ; and the prince fallitig into ^ 
lingering diftempcr, pined ^way and died'™. 

Tibferius, during the whole time of his fon*s illnefs, ap'- Yr. ofFl- 
peared altogether unconcerned; nay, after his death, when «37». 
his cofpfc lay yet unburicd, he went to the fenate ; and, ^* P' *^* 
finding the confuls had left their curitle chairs, and placed ^^'* 

themfelves, in tokeii of their grief, on a dommoh feat, -he q'iberius 
put them in mind of their dignity and ftatiort : atid the fe- Jbe'ws na 
natc burfting into tears, he fmothercid his own fof rdW, and concern for 
comforted them in a fpeech delivered without the leaft he- '^'^'«'/'«/ 
Jitation. He told the fathers, that he was apprifed he might ^ij%'gfff^ 
be ccnfured for appearing among them while his grief was to tkefim 
yet frefli, when few, in the firft tranfports of their forrow, nau. 
could endure even the confoling fpeeches of their relations, 
or behold the day. Though thofe who thus indulged their 
grief, were not, he faid, to be condemned of weaknefs, 
yet he had fought for more powerful comforts, fuch as arofe 
from purfuing the welfare of the republic. He then la- 
mented the prefent condition df the imperial family, the 
extreme age df his mother, the tender years of his grand- 
fons, and his oWn life in its decline ; and begged, that the 
fons of Germanicus, who alone could leflen the preferil 
misfortunes, might be introduced. ^ 

In cdnfequence of this defire, theconfuls wept for them} 
and, bringing in the two yoaths, Nero and Drufus, pre^ 
fented them to the emperor, who, taking them by the hand, 
addrefled the fenate thus ! " Confcript fathers, thefe fa- tit recim* 
therlefs children I commended to their uncle ; and befought fnen^s to 
him, though he had iflue of his own, to bring them up, and ^r^^ Iq 
cherifli them no otherwife than if they w'ere immediately ^^^usT* 
defcended from his own loins. Drufus being fnatched 

§ 

1 Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 3. ■■> Ibid. lib. iv. cap, i— >ii. 
Vol. XII. X from 
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from usy I addrcfs^my prayers to you $ and) m the pre&itiS0 
of the gods and our country, conjure you to receive intd 
your prote£iioB| and take under your tuition^ the great 
grand-children of Auguftua,defceivded froxa moil illiiftrioas 
attceftors \ fulfil yojur own duty towards thcisay fulfil ouoie*" 
Then turning to the youths^ faieexborAed them to look up«>n 
the fenate as their parents. This difcourfe was repeived 
with great fatisfaftion^ and drew tear^s from the eye^ pf all 
Honours prefent °. Before the fenate brjoke up, they decreed the 
d£cree4to fame honours to the memory of Drufus which tbey had 
Drupif, before decreed to that of Germai}icus» adding maj^y iOtheiis 
Vis ohfc' to them, agreeable to the genius of flattery. The gjbfe^ies 
quies. were performed with the utmoft pomp} and the funeral 

proceffion diftinguifhed with a long train of imagea^ rcpre- 
fenting iEneas, the fuppofed father of the J^liaa family, 
all the kings of Alba, Romulus founder of Rome, 9II the 
heroes of the Claudian race, with Appius Claufus, the firft 
of that family, who came to Rome at the head of th^n. 
Tiberius himfelf pronounced the panegyric oi his fon, the 
people and fenate afluming the outward appearance of 
mourners, but rejoicing in their hearts to fee the houfe. of 
Germanicus brought nearer the throve. Belldes, Drufus 
was generally hated^ as being cruel, paffionate^ addiAed to 
drinking, and all manner of debauchery. However, he 
lived in a friendly manner with Germanicus^ and, ^fter his 
death, ihewed himfelf kind, at leaft not ill-difpafed^ to- 
his 4§» wards his ehildren. He left behind him two fon$» o^ 
£^ring. qI whom did not long fiirvive him; the othejTf earned 
Tiberius Nero Gemellus, lived to the reign of Caius, fcy 
' whom he was put to death. Tiberius, if we mgy give cre- 
dit to Suetonius % defpiied them both, beipg doiibtfid 
whethex they were xeaJly the fons of DruiW. When the 
funeral ceremonies were over, Tiberius refuffied his u&al 
employn^ents ; prohibited any farther vacation \ and to the 
ambaffadors of the Ilienfes or Trojans, who, cadier top hi& 
in their compliments of condolence, anfwcred, 'by way of 
raillery, as if the memory of his lofs had been entirely ef- 
faced, that he, in his turn, condoled with th^fia for having 
loft fo brave and eminent a citizen as He£ior. 
S^nus at' Sejanus, when he perceived the death of Drufuapais un- 
/^l^ '0 revenged, encouraged with the fucceft of bis firft attempt* 
gntZtM^ began to meditate how he might deftrdy the .fc«s« of Geis- 
astdhor ' manicus, whofe fucceilion to the empire waiS now ixidi^iH- 
€kikinM, able : but as he could not accompliQi his deteftabk defigi^s 

11 Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 8. Suet. lib. iii, cap. 51. Dio,^ib« Ivif. 
• $uet. in Tib< cap. 69. 
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hf fkoifen^ <Mi ncomiac x)f the ^reat vigUacice of t^eir ikiotW 
Agrippina, and the diftin^uiftied fidelity of their goiremor«, 
hie WAS oUiged-to alrtack them .anotii€x vray. Me coufe^ the 
old h^Fed Li via .bore to o^rippina, »ad^yfher o^eanis r^ifed 
Cufpicions againftiier and iier chiyren in «h€ mind of Ac 
emperor. His wicked counfok had tihe defined eW&St ; for • 
having by a thoufand calumnies a;nd faibfe infmsiations r«tt« 
deredLivia, who was naturally greedy of tpowerj iri>eco]|- 
^ileable to the widow of her grandfbn, he cona^patfed, by 
hex means, the ruin of that unhappy family* 

In the mean time Tiberius attended the admimftration ©f 
|uftice at Roomey ^rA difpatched the petitions from the pro- 
vinces. At his dcfire the oities of Cityra in Afia, and 
.j^gyxa in Achaia, both pverthrovvn 'by an earthquake, were, 
by a decnce of the fenate, eafed of tribute for ^hree years. 
ViUiis Ses:enaa, proconftd of Farthcr*SpMn, or Bacttca, be- ^'Wir/^te- 
tng accufed of governing his province in a riolent and arbi- ^•^''^« 
trary mamie:r, was condemned and banifhed totheifland of demneL 
Afnor{os : hmt'Carfius Sacerdos and Caius Gracchus (W*), 
^iilg charged with fupplying Tacfarinas with com, were 
both acqufitted **. This year, at length, after many com- 
plaints fr^m the praetors, which had proved ineffediual, 
Tiberitks, who had before -laid the players under various re- 
ftrainta, and curtailed their wages, reprefetrted to thcfenat-e, 
that they had, on many occafions^ raided tumulHs, and 4tf- 
turbdd the public tranquility ; that they pronpioted debau- 
ch ery in private families ; and that the obfcenkies of the 
Ofcaaa farpe, .the fame with the Afcellatia, were grown to 
fudh €xoefss that it required the authority of the fathers to Stages 
check them. Upon thefe complaints from the emperor, the Pj^y^^' 
players w^xt all driven out of Rome and Italy ^, and for- Sjl^/ 
bidden, if we beliewe Dio Caffius % to aft in anyplace who- 
ever of the Roman dominions. The fame year died one 

P Suet in Tib. cap. 1%, ^ Tacit. Annal. lib. ir. cap. 14. 

Suet. ijiTih. cap. 37. ' Dio, lib. Ivii. p. 617. 

( W) C^us Gracchus was fon deftitute ot Hberal educatioR) ; 

to Sempronius Gracchus, who, and afterwards fujj^orted him- 

on account of his amours with felf by traffic between Africa 

Julia, had been baniflied by and Sicily. But notwithflaod- 

Auguftusintotheifland of Cer- ing the low condition to which 

cina, and afterwards afTaflinated he was reduced, the fplendor 

there by Tiberius*s order, of his illuftrious femily would 

When he -firft lesft Italy he took have occafioned 'his Tuin, had 

his fon X^alus, then very youngy not i£U us Lamt^, and Luciiis 

along twith hiva, ds a companion Aprooaus, fucceiHrely procon- 

in his exile. Caius grew up fuls of Africa, cleared him from 

there ^unong fugitives, ;aQd4nen the odoafs iaid t» ihU •charge. 

£ ^ of 
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of Drufus's twins, for whofe d^ath the emperor was greatlf 
concerned. 

At the fame dme Lucilius Capito, the emperor^s procura-* 
tor in Afia, being accufed bjr the province, Tiberius proteft- 
ed, that Luctiias had no authority from him but over his 
Haves ; that he had only impowered him to colle(^ his do- 
meftic rents : and therefore* if he had ufurped the autho- 
rity of a praetor, or employed military force, he had tranf- 
gre(&d his orders. Hereupon the fenate, after hearing the 
allegations of the province, found him guilty, and he was 
condemned. The cities of Afia were fo pleafed with the 
moderation Tiberius (hewed on this occafion, and the feve* 
rtty with which he had proceeded the year before againft 
Caius Silanus, accafed of cruelty and extortion, that they 
decreed a temple to him, to his mother, and to the fenate ; 
gnd it was accordingly built at Smyrna*. Towards the end 
of this year, Servius Maluginenfis dying, his fon was ap- 
pointed flamen dialis, or pried of Jupiter, in his room, and 
Cornelia chofen fuperior of the Veftals, in the place of 
Scantia, iikewife deceafed. To Cornelia a prefent of two 
thoufand great fefterces was decreed, and a privilege granted 
to Livia of fitting among the Veftals in the theatre '. 

In the following year, Sergius Cornelius Cethegus and 
_ _ L. Vifellius Varro being confuls, the pontiffs, and after 
^f^ tt ^'^^^ example the other priefts, making vows for the profr 
Germani' P^i'i^y <^f ^^ emperor, commended^ at the fame time, Nero 
and Drufusto the gods; a circumftance which greatly pro- 
voked Tiberius, who, fending for the pontiffs, examined 
them whether they had paid that compliment to the intrea* 
ties or menaces of Agrippina. The pontiffs denied they had 
been influenced by either : nevertheiefs, the emperor re- 
buked them for putting youths, upon the level with a man 
of his years ; and afterwards, in a fpeecfa to the ienate, ex- 
horted the fathers to take care for the future not to inflate 
the pride of the young men with untimely honours. Seja- 
nus, ever iiitent on improving all opportunities of inflaming 
Tiberius againft Agrippina, feized this occafion toinfinuate, 
that Rome was rent into fafltionsj that already fome had 
the boldnefs to declare themfelves openly the partifans of 
Agrippina ; and that there was no other remedy againft the 
prevailing fpirit of fa<Stion but the cutting ofi^, under other 
pretences, one or two of the moft daring and powerful. It 
wa5, therefore, by the emperor, thought expedient, that the 
fuppofed rifing faction (hould be immediately fuppreffed, by 
the utter ruin of all the friends of the houfe 6i Germanicus. 



bttrayt 



cult's c/ul^ 
drtn. 



.« Ditf, lilju Ivu, p, 607« 



t Suet, ijt Aug« cap. 44. 



The 



The Roman Htftory. ' 309 

The chief among thefe were Cains Silius and Titins Sabi- Cmms Si- 
luis. Other confideratipns, befides the fiiendfhip of Ger- f'*^ *^- 
manicus, concurred to ruui Silius. He had commanded ^*/'^* 
for feven years a powerful army, and be^n diftinguiflied 
with the eniigns of triumph for his exploits in Germany ; 
he had routed Sacrovir, and fuppreiled the revolt in Gaul ; 
but by boafting of his fervices» and publicly averting, that 
he had fecured the fovereign authority to Tiberius, by keep- 
ing his foldiers in their fidelity^ when the other legions in 
Germany revolted, he had incurred the difpeafure of the 
emperor, who was glad of any favourable opportuhity to 
get rid of the perfon who bad rendered him fuch important 
fer vices. So that his chief offence was too much fervice 
dojne to Tiberius : thence that re&ned obfervation of Ta» 
citus, that benefits are fo.far acceptable as it feems poffiblc 
to requite them, but when once tlxey have exceeded all re- 
ward, hatred is returned for gratitude. His wife too> Sofia 
Qalla, contributed to his ruin by her friendOup and Inti* 
macy with Agrippina. Both Tiberius and Sejanus thought 
it advifeable to have Silius and his wife arraigned firft, 
and delay, for a time, the trial of Sabinus. Accordingly 
the fenate was fummoned, and Silius accufed by Varro, the 
conful, of having maintained a correfpondeiice with the au- 
thors of the revolt in Gaul, and difhonoured his viSory 
with cruel extortions. The behaviour of his wife, and hpr 
avarice, were likewife urged as crimes in him. Silius made 
no defence, being well convinced it would be to no pur* 
pofe : he only dropped fome' words, to (hew by whofe ma- 
lice he was opprefled. They were Both declared guilty of 
treafon'; for under that article the whole charge was brought 
againft them. Silius prevented his condemnation by a vo- Prgt^atg 
funtary death ; yet his eflate was confifcated, contrary to *** ^•••^ 
the conftaht cuitom of Auguftus, who bcftowcd on the jf^"**^^* 
children of the condemned the eftates of fuch as died be- ^* deaik^ 
fore fentence, whether their death was natural or voluntary. 

Calpurnius Pifo was tried next, and charged by Quintus Cidpmnum 
Granius with treafonable words, privately uttered againft ^(^•'wrf- 
the emperor. To this charge the accufer added, that Pifo 
kept poifon in his houfe, and came into the fenate^ armed 
with a dagger. The latter article feemed inc/edible, and 
therefore was dropped ; but for other crimes, of which he 
was no lefs falfely accufed, he was put upon his defence j 
but his condemnation was avoided by a natural death (X). 

Thca 

(X) L. Calpurnius Pifb was ened, as we have rdated abo^ve, 
one of the boldeft men at that to quit Rome, and to retire into 
timeinRome> and had tluieat- fome difhint comer of the earth, 

X 3 where 1 
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Cafflas s&* Tfcen complaints were made of CaffiiB Stvenis^ iiho, 
n;eruriM^ tkough formerly confined to tfce ifland of Crete fiwr Ks pe- 
fi^'^^^ talant aaad fatirical writings, yet oontiit^ued, even in his 
f^^P 0^^ eai^er his formef pra*£ttces^ dBfaming the moft ^ilufkiioud 
perfons irh Rome. He was^ therelore depirived of his^ eftar^^i 
and Wirihed into the imhofpitable ifland oB Seuiphos ^ {Y\ 
Tac/arinas This^^ ytsap an end was put to diewar with Taefariniag tnc 
defeated N^utftkHan^ who Wa6 tvcberiy jMB^uiced a«d killed by P. Dols^ 
and killed, bella^,. proconfuJ of Africa,, with the atSiOance or Pttoligniy, 
who tead fucceeded Hi^s faroher Juba» in the kingikMii of Mau^ 
ricaflia. The proeonM GbTi»e<f the enfignfr of tmivmph for 
his victory, which had been grarrted to three others ; but 
Tiberius refufed him rhat ma^k of diftin£l:iony in ccatipli:- 
nvent t<{> Seianns^ that tlie fait«$^ of bi9> untie' BieErTiis m^t 
not be therdsy ectipfed. ]>obbelta^on hi$ retSKnl tt> Romey 
bmughii with kfnt man^r eapti;v«& of eminence^ among whom 
was the: fdn^ of Tacfarinoev sfQd was attended by ambafia«» 
, d<»r^ from the Garantamte^^ » people of tbe Inner Lybia, 

t Tacit,. AnaaU lilb. iv^c^, i«(i}a,i>7^ i^ 3^ / 

where he might be free from his Tiolence, and his wife's 

the mert^ilefs purluits of the iti- ffraggling^, he liiade hisf report 

formers'. He afterwards^ iti dc- to the fenate, who imniediately 

fiattife of tfie power m^ Liti», tfppointedjudges to-try thepr^S' 

profecuted hef fotburite' Ur^- tdv. In the mean riwe, hiir 

kuila, a»d:oould.no4}b6 prevaiiv grandmother 0rgalattiav tc*-iid|. 

ed upon DO drop the profecutioa, a« we- ha^ve obferved above^ wa» 

though (he had taken fatidl-uiwy one of Livia's chief favourites^; 

k> tlie empeior's palace* Tibe« finding fhe could not,> wUh all 

luus diileinbied his difpleafbre ae her intereil, {bve the li£e of her 

thefe freedoms ; bur, though he grandfon, fent'him, by the ad- 

often fuppreffed his refentment, vice of Tiberius,, as was fup- 

yet deep impreffions rem;ained pofed, a dagger, which was ta- 

hi his' unFoTgivirtg foul. drly advifing him to prevent his 

(Y> About this titne, Plan-- irripending condemnation by a 

this^ Silvanus^, prsttor, killed hw voluntary death. The cHmrnal' 

wife Apronik, by throwing her hitd hoc con rage' enougb to make 

' fceadlongout of one of tdiewittK ufe of the dagger ; but,caufin^ 

< dows of hiflP apartment, fieteg bi& veins fe be opened, bled to 

carried by Aproni««,. his father- deaths After his death, hiss 

In-law before the emperory he farmer wife Nuiwaotiif*, whoiA 

pretended, that, while he was he had divorced to oxanry A* 

aflecp, his wife had been the pronia, was apcufed of havings 

OGcafion of her own death* XJp'» by chaTms and potions, difor* 

On this an fwer, Tiberius' hatten- dered the underftanding of her 

ed tcT Silvanus's chamber ; and, hufband; but wasac<juitted (i), 
4Mdin^ chere evident marls of 

(i) Taci^teAan. Hbi iv. caf»ra«w - 

who. 
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wllo, bdngfrfgftfelicrf by the de^A df Tatfariit^, w&otn 
they hstJ afflfted, thotfght it afdvifeabte to aippcafc the re- 
fentmetit of tfcer Rotrtran pdojtle. To Ptokmy kiiig of Mao^ 
rfrartiaf, t^hof Bad" bofrite a great (ftare in thf* waff, was cfif- 
p^tcfeed a fettataf, -wtth an ivdr y flaff, and an embrordered 
rob€ ; preffentsf wftieft tRe Roman people ttfed to ferrd, hi 
aitciem thtics, td Kngs^, who were their friends and confe- 
denates". The fame year, one Titns Gurtifias, formerly a AfemnU 
foMfcr of the pr&tdrhin guards, fowed the feeds of a fervilc 'utarfup^ 
-vcar, InvitJnjgr, by declarations publicly hung trp, all flaves ^'"'^f^'* 
to feftinie tberr liberty. This tunttilt was fupprefled jtjfl: ad ^'^ '^'-''' 
it was breakirlg out, the leather himfeff, and the moft rcfo- 
Ittte of his partifans, beiwg farprifcfd and dr;igged to Rome, 
nrhicfh was atfready in great eonAemation, on accotint of 
the iftimenfe number of domeftic flares^. 

During' tfte fanie confulate, Rdme faw stn example of riUm ^z- 
horfor, and- unnatural crtielty^ which alone \% fufficient to rums ac- 
render the reigw and memory of Tiberius execr^le to the ^f^h^^ 
lateft pofterity. Vibius Sererfus, prdconful of the Farther ^^'^A** 
Spain, was condemned, as we have already related, for 
sifbit^ary arfrntniffration, and banflhed to the ifland of 
Affidrgos: btit now that unBanpy father was dragged from 
Ae place of hrs tfxile to at frem trial', being acctifed by his 
fbn of treafona[ble prafHcfe^ againft the majefty of the em- 
peror. The father appea^red before the fenate, bound in 
cfr^ins, with a dejeffed countenance, and iff the difnral 
habft of a Criminal, while the fon, in the gayeft attire, a$ 
if he intended ro inrult natuVe itfclf, alleged a prlot framecf 
by hfs father ag^iinit the emperor, accufing him, at the 
feme time, of having fent confpirators into Gad, to ex- 
cite that people to rebellion. He Kkewife charged Caeciliu^ 
Cornutus, formerly prsetor, with having fupplied the con- 
fpirators viTith money. Cornutus, though innocent, no fooner 
hea^r^ himlblllf acCBfed, than looking upon his accufatzon 
only as a figryal ol deftr^ion, kiited Mmfelf : but Serenu^^ 
. turning fcdl upon his fon, and fiiaking his chains-, begged 
of the gods, with tears in his eyes, that they would reftorC 
him to the place of his entile, where he might pafs his days, 
far from fuch obj/efts. of horror ; and that they would on^ 
day take jujft vengeance of fuch a cruel and unnatural fon. 
He^ then UTged» that Cornutus was innocent, and only 
frightened with a falfe aceufation. He challenged his foa 
to produce other witneied^ ami name other confederates^ 
fince it wars not probnble, that» with one accomplice only^ 
he ihpuld have conceived the defign of murdeiing the 

u Tacit. Anm lib. iv* cap. ft3-^«7. * Idem ibid. cap. 17- 
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prince, and introducing a change in the government. Tb« 
accufer then named Cneius Lentulus, and Seius Tubero, 
both men of the firft rank in Rome, and Tibfsrius's inti- 
mate friends. BefideS) Lentulus was extremely old^ an4 
Tubero broken with infirmities, infomuch that Tiberius 
himfelf was confounded aj; hearing them named * (Z). Tut 
bero was difcharged, but the flaves of the pretended crimir 
nal were ejcaroined upon the rackj and their teftimony 
proyed favourable to their mafter. The populace, prb- 
vpked at fuch fcandalous proceedings, began to threaten 
the unnatural fon witlv the punifliments inflifted by the 
laws on parricides ; menaces which fo terrified Ifdm^ that 
be fled privately from Rome, and withdrew to Jlavcnna, 
Tiberius, ftill remembering fome free e^preffions, whicb 
Serenus had ufed, in a letter written to him ejgbt years 
before, and not difguifing his old hatred, obliged the fon 
to return, and purfue the aftion begun agalnft bi$ father. 
Nothing could bie proved againft him ; notwithftanding 
the votes being taken^ hq was fentencpd tp death as s^ 
traitor (A). 

In the courfe of the fai?ie year were accufed, and cpn- 
Vi£):ed, Caius Cominius, a Roms^n knight, FubUus SiliuSj^ 
formerly qiiaeftpr to Germanicus, and Catus Firmius, a 
fenator. Cominius had written a fcurrilous poem againft. 
the emperor, who neverthelefs pardoned him, at the in- 
treaties of his brother, who wa§ a fenator. Silius, being 
convidled of taking a bribe, in an affair which he was to 
decide as a judge, was by the fenate only condemned to be 
expelled Italy. But this fentence appearing too mild to the 
emperor, he caufed him to be banilbed into an ifland, after 
having declared upon oath, that he confulted therein the 

» Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 19. 



(Z) Die Caifius tells us, that 
Lentulus, finding himfelf, aged 
as he was, charged with medi- 
tating the murder of the prince, 
and a change of Hate, broke In- 
to a loud laugh ; and that the 
emperor inflantly acquitted him, 
faying, ** I do not deferve to 
live, if I am h^ted even by 
Lentulus." 

(A) Tiberius, to mitigate 
the odium accruing to him 
from fuch a glaring piece of 



injuAice, granted him his life. 
Hereupon Aiinius G alius wa^ 
for confining him to the ifland 
of Gyarus, or to that of Do- 
nufa This motion was diflik- 
ed by the emperor, becaufc 
both thefe iflands were deftitute 
of water : and to whom life is 
granted, laid he, the neceffaries 
of life ought likewife to be 
granted. Serenus was therefore 
remanded to Amorgos (i). 



(i) Tacit- Ann. lib. iv. cap. zZ, 30. 



welfare 
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welfare of the republic. This feycrity, which was thcii 
feverely cenfured, turned out afterwards to the emperor's 
praife ; for Silius, returning to Rome in the reign of 
Claudius^ proved ah. abandoned mercenary, and one of the 
mod execrable minifters of that inhuman tyrant : a proof 
pf Tiberius^s deep penetration, and thorough knowlege of 
mankind ; a knowlege in which he has been equalled by 
few, and excelled by none. Catus Firmius was likewife, 
(ientenced to leave Italy, for forging crihies of treafon 
againft his fitter: but, as he had been inftrumental in pro- 
curing the deftruftion of Libo Drufus, by firft malicioufly 
feducing, and afterwards inforining againft him, Tiberius, 
mindful of tjiis fervice, but pretending other motives, faved 
biip frorn baniibment, but did not oppofe his being expell- 
ed thefenate)^. 

Tacitus begins the following year, when Coflus Corne- Cremutius 
lius Lentulus, and M. Afinius Agrippa were confuls, with C^^^'^^J"^' 
an account of the arraignment and noble defence of Cre- ^^^^^^ 
mutius Cordiis, a celebrated hiftorian, who was accufed of 
baying praifed Brutus, in the annals he had publifhed, and 
jiyied Caffius the laft of the Romans 5 which was the eulo- 
gium beftowed upon him by Brutus himfelf. His accufers 
yrere Satrius Secundus, and Finarius Natta, both creatures 
pf Sejanus j ^ circumftance which he regarding as a fignal 
of his deftrufiipn, and befides obferving great fternnefs and . 
indignation in the countenance of Tiberius, abandoned all 
■hopes of life ; he fpoke in his own defence with the fpirit, 
and \^ the ftyle^ of a true Roman (B) ; and then withdraw- 
ing 
y Tapit. Anpal. lib. iy. cap, 31. 

(B) *^ Astofa^b, coufcript this, in the leail, pr^udice 

fathers (faid he), I am fo free their friendihip. He no where 

from guilt, that words only are calls Scipio Africanus, nor even 

produced againft me* But nei- this CaiRas, this Brutus, thieves 

thct were my words uttered and parricides, as they are now 

againft the prince, or his father, commonly termed, but often ^ 

who are the only perfons com- mentions them as worthy and 

prifed under the law of treafon. famous men. The writings of 

I am charged with having praif- Afinius Pollio have conveyed 

ed Brutus ^nd Cailius ; men down to us the memory of the 

whofe exploits many have dif- fame men, under honourable 

played, and all in honourable characters. Meffala Corvinus 

terms. Titus Livius, one of was proud of having had Caf- 

our moft famous writers, both iius for his general ; and, for all 

for eloquence and veracity, be- this, both thefe writers flourifti- 

ftowed fuch high encomiums ed, in wealth and honours, un- 

upon Pompey, that Auguftus der Auguftus. M. Cicero ex* 

, ftyled biin a Pompeian ^ nor did tolled Cato to the ikies j and, 

never- 
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ing from the fenate, ftarved fiiftifelf fo de^h. The fathj 
condemned bis books to be burnt by the sdiles* This whole 

' year 

mverfthdefs, Caefar the di^tor will noe be wannng fome, irhc^ 

eonteated hioifelf with anfwer- will Bot cnaly makieain the me* 

iDg 16 )n the fame ftjie, as if he inory of Brutus afid Caffius, but 

had been before his Judges** mioe alfo.'' Notwitbfiandin|^ 

The letters of Marc Antony, this fpirfted defence, the hifto 



the {peeches of Brututf, are full 
of reproaches again ft Auguftus 5 
fdlfe, indeed, and grbundleft, 
ber urged with great bi«terticfs. 
The poems of RbacMfciw and! 
OaTAXllus, though jilli3d\|^ich £»- 
tirical and virulent refledions 
upon the Catfar^y arfc iliH read. 



riady not doubting but he wouldt 
have been condemned by the 
fervite fenare, rerarncd home^ 
and ended his" Hfe byaWRtieiicc, 
What Cotthw fays here of th^ 
fi^tues of Catffius amid Bru«usy i« 
confirmed by other wvicen^ 
iiamel3ir b^r' PkoarcUr whv Hells 



The deified J^ulkie, the deified* us^ that Augufiut< took cave^ 

AAigtifttts^borethefeinve^fves; that all the henoiM'S' which had 

whether with greater modera- been paid to the two heads of 

tton OS wifdoni^ T cannot eafily the repuSlicav party in theiv 

fay; for things of that nature, ^life-tHrTe, fhould be Jreicrved 

if neglected,, afe but {hoft-fived, inviorable to theni 1 



whereas they argU^, whew re- 

fcittd, a- geiiky conftfcnce; I 

larbear meBt^onin-g ^t Greeks, 

siiMong whom'n()t only the free-^ 

domi, but even the Ixccntiouf- 

nefs of fpeech is* NapuniflKd ;p 

ory if any corr^^tioa. is neturn- 

«d, it is only by revenging 

^ords with words. It has been 

ever allowed, and' at no time the pfefence of many who at- 

thoughc matter of reproach^ to wtidit hirov calhxdF the megif- 

j^aft our judgment ufsn thofb tratescllefBvehijtv^n'dfteldibenif 

wkemr death haaealemptedfmm that tfacir town had brokien- the 

hatred and favour. Do F,. with kague^i anck homnured one of 

Ijed^tieus haranguesy infiame the his enemies. At.firf^, the wan* 

pe9ple to* civil wars, ' or exhort gifbrates deciied the fa<^y and, 

#hem to join Gaffitas and Bifntus not knowing what he atnied at, 



atter their 
death ; and iielrft^s', to thi^ |mr* 
pofe^ ffte foflowii^ ftbty : as 
AttgoftiW wtts* faffing thfou^b 
the eJty d#M^io4lsif)um, i* O^ 
feiptde Oauly hr obferted s fta<* 
toe of firntus, which- was* of 
excellent workraanfliip„ and 
ftrongly refembled the original* 
Upon this he paufed ; and, in 



novr ill arins, and mafterffof the 
Ikldfr of Philippi I Bvutus and 
tallitt^, now above fcvcnity years 
ftain, are AHl known m tkeif 
fLatuesy which even tbr eoiiv* 
^ueKor did not deibno^F:. why 
thenrmay not an hiftorienr pre- 
icnre their memories ill his 
wn/tings ? Impanial po^rity 
does every one juMc«^ and, 
if my death is decerminedy. these 



iWed upon- opt another,, as 
men under aftv inesopreffible fur- 
prrase. Thetf Auguftus, point* 
ing tiv.tie ibtue, Atd. thetn 
witki » frowni, ^* is not thee my 
enemy, whom you' have recciT- 
ed into' the very heart of your 
city ? ** At thefc words, the 
magitdrates, iRnlV mone' aftoDifh • 
(sdv wei« ikvMk dumb. Wheie- 
upon Auguiius, ihuling, cony- 
mended 
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year accufations were purfued with fuch rigour, that even 
daring the feitivaL of the feri« Latinae, while Drufus, pro- 
bably the fon of Germanicus, who had been appointed go« 
vemor of Biome, was afcending the tribvi«i*al, to take poC- 
feflion of hiG new employment, Calpjurnias Salrianus pre-' 
ferred a charge againft Sextns Mariue 5 which Tiberiusf 
highly refeiMjed, publicly rehnkiTig the informer, who wat 
immediately bani^ed li>y the fenate. 

The inhaibitaiits of Cyzieum were this vear accufed of 
negleGing che worftJp of the deified Augoitus, which they 
had eftaWifhed in their ci«y, and of committing violences 
upon fome Romi^n citi^^ens. They were therefore deprived 
of their liberty, which had been formerly granted them by 
the Rom^n people^ in confideration of their .gallant beha- 
viour during the Mit?hridatic war. Fonteius Capito, for- 
merly proconful' of Afia^ wae accufed at the fame time, 
but acquitted; it appearing that the crimes laid to his charge 
by Yibius SereY)Q4 had no- exiftcBCe : and yet Serenus ef- 
caped uttpuniflied. 

About rhi$ time, ambafTadors arrived in Rome from the 
Farther Spain, to obtain permiffion to ereft a temple, after 
the example of Afia, to Tiberius and hi» mother. When 
they were introduced to the fenate, the emperor feized that 
occafion. t^ confute thofe who taxed him wkh ambition, for 
tiavTAg allowed the Afi^tics to pay him divine honours, 
and fpoke i» the fdllowitig manner : " I know, confcript ^^riMs*s 
fathers, that 1 am generally blamed, and taxed with in- ^'^fV^^ 
conftancy, for not oppofing the cities of Afia, when they "fi^H^h^^ 
prefented this petition. I fhall therefore now acquaint you nours* 
with the motives ol my former filenoe, and, at the fame 
time, with the ru^^s I propofe to follonw for the future. As 
the deified Auguftus did not oppofe the founding of a tem- 
ple at Pergamus to himfelf, and the cky of Rome, I, with 
whom aH his adiotts and fayings have the force of laws, 
followed a precedent already approved, the more willingly 
becaufe to the worfliip bcftowed upon me was annexed that 
of the fenate ; but as the accepting of that honour, in one 
in(la<nce, defetves pardon, fo to be adored in every pro- 
vince, under the facred reprefentations of the deities, fa- 
vours of pride and ambition : betides, the rendering com- 
mon, and in a manner proftituting this honour, would be 
detrafting from the glory of Auguftus. For myfelf, con^ 
fxn^ipt fathers, 1 acknowlege to you, and would have pofte- 

mended them for their conftancy the flatue fhpuld remain fiand* 
to their friends, though . in ad- ing as he foUdd it. 
^criity; and left orders, that 

rity 
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r|ty^ know, that I i»rn a mortal man, and fubje£ty Irke 
others, to the common infirmities of nature. It is enough 
for me to hold the chief place among you; and pofterity 
\rill fufficiently honour my memory, if they believe me to 
have been worthy of my anceftors, careful of your affairs, 
unmoved in danget^, fearlefs of private hatred for the p«b» 
He welfare. Thefe are the temples which I would raife in 
your breads, thefe the beft and mo(t lading images. As 
lojr tcmples: and flatUjes of done, if tbofe who are wor&ip- 
ped in them come to be condemned by the judgment of 
pofterity, they are defpifed, as their fepukhres. I there- 
fore here implore our allies^ and citizens, all the gods and 
gpddefles, befeeching the latter to grant me, to the end of 
my life, a mind undidurbed, and a thorough knowlege of 
the laws human and divine; and the former to celebrate 
iny anions, whenever my diflblution comes^ with 9 kind 
remembrance *.'* 
Sejanvs . Sejanus, intoxicated with his exceflive power, and urged 
mfisywng by the importunity of Livia, the widow of Drufus, who 
fl!^!?il was continuallyreminding him of his promifc, preferrted a 
memorial to the emperor, beggings that if a hud>and were 
fought for Livia, he would remember his friend, to whom* 
he had already given innumerable indances of his affe£^ion 
and benevolence. He added, that Augudus, in the dif-* 
pofal of his daughter, had not been without hopes of fome 
Roman knight 5 that he had nothing in view but the glory 
of fach an affinit^y, and the fafety of hi^ children, fince 
their alliance with, th^ imj>erial family would fufficiently 
fcreen them againd the wrath and malice of Agrippina^ 
For himfelf, he faid, he cared to live no longer than he 
qould be fervlceable to fo gracious and benevolent a fM'ince. 
Tiberius commended the fidelity of Sejanus, curforily 
recapitulated his own favours towards him, and demanded 
time tffl examine his requed with more maturity. At length 
he explained his difapprobation of the projefk j but with- 
out feeming in the lead difpleafed at the arrogance and 
prefiunption of his minider \ on the contrary, he affured 
him, there was no recompence fo high, but he mig1>t claim 
it from his favour ^nd affection : that he was a<S);ually me-> 
ditiUing j'chemes for his intered and honour, which he 
would declare on a proper occafion, eitlier in the fenate, or 
adembly of the people. 

Sejanus was alarmed at this anfwer, being well acquaint* 
cd with the emperor's dark and didrudful temper : laying, 
therefore, afide all -thoughts of iloarrying Livia, he car* 



mnjw€r to 
him. 



2: Tacit. Ann. lib, iv. cap, 37, \%, 



nedly 
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iteftly intreatcd him not to give ear to the flandcrous reports Sfjamts 
of his enemies, nor hearken to the malicious infinuations alarmed at 
of fuch as hated him only on account of his unftaken fide- ^iff^riusU 
iitjr. The more he refledled on the emperor's anfwer, the ^^f""^* 
more apprehenfive he grew of giving' him umbrage. He 
was chiefly at a lofs how to condudt himfelf with rcfpeft 
to the crowds of perfons of alPranks, who daily frequented 
his hottfe, to court his favour. ' To refufe them admittance 
would be impairing his power; and the encouraging of 
tbeai might, as was juftly apprehended, furnifli a handle 
for criminal accufations. 

After mature deliberation, he refohed to urge the cm- S^ammt 
peror to leave Rome, and retire to fome pleafant place, re- "rgesthg 
mote from the noife and hurry of the city. From this ^'^P^^^ 
counfel he pcomifed himfelf great advantages : he knew ^^^^^ 
there coiiW be no accefs to the prince but by him ; all let- 
ters and cxpreifes being conveyed by foldiers, who were at 
his devotion, would pafs through his hands ; the emperor^ 
declining in age, and growing flothful and eflPeminaic 
through the folitudc of the place, would more eafily tranf- 
fer upon him the whole charge of the empire; finally, he 
himfelf would be removed from the crowds of fuch as, to 
make their court, attended him at Rome ; therefore one 
fource of envy would be flopped. He began by degrees to 
rail at the hurry of bufincfs at Rome, artfully infinuating 
to Tiberius the great inconvenienctes of the city, the con- 
ftant trouble of attending the fenate, the difcontented and 
fcditious temper pf the people ; highly extolling, at the ^ 
fame time, a quiet and folitary retiremeht, a life without 
anguiih of miml, free from envy and ill-will, and therefore 
more fit to difpatch important and weighty matters. 

In the courfe of this year Lucius Pifo, governor of the Lvaus 
Hither <Spain, as he travelled through the province unguard- Pifi ^iU^^ 
cd, was fuddenly attacked by a peafant, and difpatched with ^^P^^* 
one blow. The afl'affin, by the fleetnefs of his horfe, ef- '^ ' 
caped to a neighbouring foreft, and there quitted him : but 
the horfe being taken, the owner was foon difcovered, 
feized, and put to the rack* which he bore with incredible 
conftancy and refolution, declari-ng that his accomplices 
might fafely behold his fufferings ; for no torture, or pain, 
however exquifite, fhould extort from him a difcovery. 
, Next day, as they were dragging him again to the rack, he 
broke from his keepers, and daftied his head with fuch vio- 
lence agaiult a ftonc, that he immediately expired *. 

?• Tack. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 45, 46. 

In 



jiS ^i>e Roman Bffinrj/^ 

Foppsna t^ the fucceediag con£ulflup of Lentuiias Getidkus, ^ 
SMnus foQ of Cneius Lentulus* and Caius Calvifius Sabinus, Pop^ 
40f eats the pjgyg Sabinus was honoured with the eoGgn^ of triiunpbj 
^hra€uun, ^^^ ^^j^ fuccefsful exploits againft the wild Tbracians^ who 
had taken arms, and endeavaured to expel the Romaus, on 
account of ;their raiHng recruits amongft them, and conveys- 
ing their ftouteft youth from the country. They were, 
' after a vigorous re^ftance, utterly defeated by Sabinus, and 
forced to fubmit **• This year difcord began to reign in the 
imperial family ; which we (hall fee end, at laft, in the 
deftru£kion of Agrippina. Claudia Pulchra, her couiis, 
being accufed, by Domitius Afer, of adultery with Furnius, 
and likewife of employing magical charms, and preparing 
poifon for the emperor, Agrippina, being of a violent tcm- 
^ per, flew to Tiberius ; and fiiidiog him facrificiog to Att«- 
guftus, took occa£ion, £rom the facriGce he was offering, lx> 
J^fippi' upbraid him with his condu^. She faid it Ul became the 
«tfV r#- fame man to offer vidlims to the deified AnguAus, and pro- 
proach up- jfecute his pofterity i that his divine fpirit was not transf ufed 
•nlibirius. j^^^^ dumb ftatues and images ; that the genuine images ©f 
Au^v&us were his defcendants> of whom iterfelf was one, 
in ^reat diilreb, and in the ftate of a iuppUant* She adde4, 
that other crimes were« in vciio, alleged againft Pulchra, 
when the <:9ufe of her intended rum was, that ihe had tt9- 
advifedly loved Agi'ippina* even to adoration, not re;me0i- 
i)ering the fate of Sofia, whofe condeimiation amd misfor- 
tunes were owing to the fame crime, the like unfeafonable 
affeflioQ. Thefe reproaches highly provoked Tiberius i 
but as he had a perfe^ com,maod of bis temper, he only 
rebuked her in a Greek verfe, which he quoted from an 
ancient tragedy,* " If you do. not fe%n, you think jourfidf 
injured ^" and then dlGasiiffed her, without vouch (anng any 
farther anfwer. Pulchra and Furnius, notwithftanding the 
folicitations and reaKtnitrances of Agrippina, were both 
condemned. 
Shi dinres 'Some time after this incident, Agrippina falCng fick, the 
^ficcnd emperor yifited her ; when flie, after many tears, and long 
^^fiand. £let>ce, at length inu:eated him to give her a huihand, in. 
whom ihe and the childiren of Geirmaiiicus might £ad a 
£aithful protie£tor againft the malicious defigns of tkdr, ene- 
mies. Tiberius* apprifed to what a hei^t of power the 
perfon would be raifed^ who married the grand-daughter of 
Auguftus, and not chiufiug openJy to deny to reafoiiable a 
requeft, left it fhould betray jeak>ufy or fear in him« ia- 

^ Idem* Aan. Jlb. iv« cap. 46—51. 

;. ftantly 
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A^Dtljr fcft hpr- This biebaviowr was riefented by Agrip- 
pioa, Sqawi^s, jto iofl^me her .ftiJl mojre, awl Uy thefc 
xnewis ba&ea h^r rtfin, employed his jetBifl^aries to warn her« 
ftuideir ^poipiir of fdcnd&ip, that poifofl was prepafed for 
jber ; and th^it {he Oiight to Sivoid eating at h^r fatber-ior 
1mw'$ i;able. Aa Agrippiaa was a ftf anger to diffimulation, , , .^^^ 
(he followed their a^lvice ; «id, though flie Cat near the ^ m^ 
emp^ofy touched no paft of the uieat. Tiberiua, obiirv- ageuu vf 
isg her abftineiioe, in order to be the better convinced of Sejsuutm 
Jber fufpkions^ after having praifed the apples that itood be- 
fofie bini9 pirc^pted fome of them to ber with his own 
band. Thlftpr<cfeotpnlyincr€afed the fafpicion of Agrip- 
pina, wJBkOp wHWit ^eveci oSering to tafie them, delivered 
them to the attpndarnts. However, Tiberius, always dark 
siad referved, fpoke ^^t n word ; buit, itumiog to his mo- 
ther, whifpered, ** No wonder (faid he), that I fhould ufe 
fe verity with her, fince fhc charges vat with a defign of 
poifoning her." Hence a rumour was fpread, that her ruin 
was refoTved upon ;* but that the emperor^ not daring to at- 
tempt it openly, intended to difpatch her by fome fecret 
means. Tiberius, to fupprefs that report, by diverting'thc 
public converfation upon other topics, attended the fenate 
with great affidwity, ajid gave audience to feveral ambafladons Conttntwi 
from Afia, contending in what city the temple, lately de- about t/19 
fcr^cd to Tiberius, {houid be built. For this honour eleven Umplt/k" 
citii&s ftrove j but, when the votes of the fenatofs w^re col- ^f^^f^ 
IciSbody the pretea&Qns of Smyrna were preferred {C). b vtunrtm. 

was 

^C) For thi? Koooor ekven tions of the tenple on a folid 

cio^ flr^ne with (equal ambi- rock. The iktne plea ' was 

{ip]l9««r|^n|;tbeir antiquity, and brought 6y the inhabitants of 

diftiogjiii^hed z.eal for the R^- Pergamus; but as a telbple was 

BiaA peopte^ dwring their feiw- already ere<9:ed ia their city to 

ral wai9 with Pefifes^ ArHlom- Augufius, that dlf^iniStion was 

^us^ and other 4(ing6« Eut^the judged fufficient for them. The 

H>yp9f»eniao0« Tr^l&ms, Lao- cities of Ephefus and Miletvs 

dtoeafis, and MagpeAfins, were were thought already Sufficiently 

diiixk^&d St opce, u not fuff * employed with the .ceremonies 

f:ipnt forthe«h»ige. Th^iU- <oi^ their peculiar deities, the 

enfigis or Ti^a«!S feprefented, former with thofe of Diana, the 

that Trpy was the tw»thtr of latter with thofe of Apollo. 

RonAe ; but bad no advantage Thus the difpute was confined 

over the r^eft^ he£des the t^^iioifY to Sardis and Smyrna. The 

ofantiquity* The Hfllicarnaf- former urged their antiquity, 

l^nsurgod, that ifer twelve bun- power, and op^ulence : they re- 

dred years their city had not cited a decree of the Hetru- 

h&tn /haken by ^eartbqui^es; rians, aeknowleging them for 

and promifed to lay the founda* kinfmen ; for they pretended to 

derive 
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ijlr^s alfo moved by Vibius Marfus, that Lentulu^, to wtioiA 
the province of Afia had fallen, (hould have a legate ex<> 
tfaordinary appointed, to fupervife the building of the tem* 
pie. The motion was approved, and Lentulud empowered 
to choofe whom he pleafcd ; but he, thi'ough modefty^ de- 
clining this privilege, Valerius Nafp was drawn by lot from 
among thofe who had been praetors ^ 
Yr. of Fl. This year, the twelfth of his reign, Tiberius put in ex* 
»V4« ecution the defign which he had long meditated, of leaving 
A. D. 16. Ronne. At his departure he declared that he was going into 
^^^' Campania* only to dedicate a temple to Jupiter at Capua, 
Tibertus *"^ ^"^ *^ Ifohi to Auguftus 5 but in truth determined never 
ndandous to retum to Rome. Moft hiftorians, who wrote bcford 
Rome^ Tacitus, afcribe this refolution to the artful*^ infinuations of 
Sejanus \ but as he continued ip his retirement fix years 

c Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. .cap, ^6, 

derive their original from Atys, wars, but in thofe which were 
the fon of Hercules by Om- waged in the very bowels of 
phale, who is fuppofed to have Italyj They defired the fathers 
had two fons, Lydus and Tyr- to remember, that they had, be- . 
rhenus: the former remained in fore any other people, ere6^c4 
his native country, which from a tertiple to Rome, when the. 
him was called Lydia ,* and the power of the Roman people was 
latter fettled in Hetruria, where mdeed great, but not yet raifed 
his followers were from him to it» greateft height, nnce Car- 
named Tyrrhenians. They like- thage was (landing, and Afia go- 
wife enlarged on the opulence of vemed by mighty kings. They 
the ancient Lydians, on the co« laid great flrefi on their gene- 
lonies fcnt under Pelops into rofity to Sylla, the miferable 
Greece, which from him took condition of whofe army, reac^ 
the name of Pelo'ponnefus, their to peri(h in a fevere winter for 
league with Rome, during the want of cloaths, was no iboner 
' war with Macedon, &c. The related to the citizens of Smyr* 
account they give here of their na, at that time aflembled, than "* 
original does not entirely agree they all dripped themfelves of 
with what we read of it in Dio- their own garments, and fent 
nyfius of HalicarnaHus, and them to the naked legions. This 
Velleius Paterculus (j). The fignal inflance of their great fi- 
Smyrneans likewife difplayed delity,.and dncere attachment 
the glory of their antiquity and to the Roman people, made fo 
founders ; but infixed chiefly deep an impreffion upon the 
on their early friendfbip with whole alTembly, that the ho* 
Fome, and kind offices to the nour for which io many cities 
Roman people, whom they af- contended, was, by a^great ma- 
iilled not only in their foreign jority, conferred upon them (a). 

(i) Vide Dion. Halicar. lib. i. & Veil. Patcrcul Hb. i. (1) Ta- 
cit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 55. 56. 

after 



(D) As to his debauctcty, 
Suetonius tells us^ that, in his 
youth, he was much given to 
drinking-) that, inllfead of Ti- 
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after the difgrace and execution of Sejanus, ttiat Wrkcf 
thinks lie was influenced by fomc other more powerf'ul mo* 
tivc, namelyj that of concealing, in the dafknefs of a retired 
and folitary place, his natural inclination to cf uelty, lewd-* 
nefs, and debauchery (D). Some believed that, in his old 
age, he was a(bamed of th6 figure of his peHbn ; for he 
was vefy thin, tall, and (looped \ his head was bald, his 
face full of ulcers, and, for the moft part, befmeared with 
ointments (£}. During his retirement at Rhodes he ufed 

to 

meal. Me prefented Afelliui 
Sabinus with two hundred thou- 
fand fefterces, for a dialogue he 
had written between the mufli-* 
room, the bcccafico, or figpeck- 
er, thcoyfter, and the thrufli, 
which were all his favourite 
diihes ( 1 )• As to his lewdnefs, 
. exceiTes fo deteftably infamous 
are related of him by the lame 
writer, that they fccm almoft 
incredible. We fhall not defile 
our hiftory with the infamous 
detail he gives us of them ; but 
only relate one indance out of 
the many which that author pro* 
duces. He tells us, that a very 
fcandalous picture, done by the 
famous Parrhalius, reprefenting 
Atalanta and Meleager, being 
left to the emperor as a legacy, 
upon condition, that if he liked 
not that piece, he (hould ha.ve 
a million pf fefterces paid him 
immediately in its (lead, he. not 
only preferred it to the mo- 
ney, but caufed it to be hung 
up in his chamber (2). 

(£} Suetonius defcfibes his 
perfon thus : ** He was (lays 
he) oi a ilrong well fet body, 
ibmewhat exceedirig the com- 
mon fise ; broad in the brcaft 
and ihoulders, in the reft of his 
limbs, from head to foot, well 
proportioned. He ufed for the 
moft part his left hand, in the 

. [%) Tacit* Annals Jib. iv. cap. 
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berius Claudius Nero, he was 
nicknamed Biberius Caldius 
Mero. Afterwards^ being raifcd 
to the foyereign power, conti- 
nues the fame writer, at the 
very time he was reforming the 
manners of the people^ he fpent 
one night and two days in ca- 
roufing with Pomponius Flac- 
cus and L. Pifo, to one of whom 
he gave immediately the pro- 
vince of Syria, and to the other 
the government of Rome, ftyl- 
ingthem, in his Icttert, ** ju-* 
cundilSmos & omnium horarum 
amicos; his moft agreeable 
friends, and ready at all feafons.*' 
Being invited to fupper by Sex- 
tus Gallus, an old debauchee, 
who had been noted with in- 
famy by Auguftus, and feverely 
reprimanded by himfelf in the 
fenate, he accepted the invita* 
tion, upon condition that he z\- 
tered nothing of his old way, 
and that they were ferved at 
table by naked virgins. He pre- 
ferred a man of mean extrac- 
tion, who ftood for the <^U8ftftor- 
fliip, to feveral competitors of 
great diftin6tion, becaufe he 
had drunk with him an incre- 
dible quantity of wine at one 

(1) Suet, in Tiber, cap. 4%. 
55, 56. Sueton. in Tiber. 

Vol. XIl. 



joints 



322 



mat 

prompted 
himto rt" 
tin. 



The koman Hlfiory. 

to avoid, as much as he could, appearing in public, And td 
conceal his debaucheries in the recefs of a folitary life t 
whence maj^y concluded, that he had been prevailed upon^ 
iiot fo much by the plaufible perfuaGons of Sejanus, as by 
his own natural inclinations, to retire froi:ii the city* Some 
s^erting, that he was driven from Rome by the reftlefs and 
infupportable ambition of his mother, whom he fcorned to 
admit as a partner in the fovereignty, and could not entirely 
exclude, fince the empire itfelf was her gift ** (P). 

Whatever was his motive, though he removed to feveral 
places, he riever returned once to the city during the re- 
maining part of his reign. He departed with afmall attend-* 
ahce, having with him but one fenatof, Cocceius Nerva> 
formerly conful, and well yerfed in the knowlege of the 
'laws, one Roman knight, betides iSejanuS) named Curtius 
Atticus, and fome men of letters, chiefly Greeks, with 
whofe converfation he was pleafed *. . Upon his departure 
the aftrologers pretended, that he left Rome under fucb a 

d Tacit Annati lib. iv. cap. 57, 58. Dio, lib. IvVii. p^ 60. Suet* lib* 
iti. cap. 39. e Tacit. Annal. lib»iv.cap. 57, jS* 



joints of which he had fuch 
flrength, that he could run his 
fingers through a green apple, 
however found, and ftun a roan 
with a filii{)* Hid completion 
was fair, his hair long behind, 
fo as to cover his neck, which 
was peculiar to the Claudian fa- 
mily. His <touncenance was 
graceful, though covered with 
fmali pimples; he had large 
ctyes, and could fee in the dark, 
but only for a (hort time, add 
when.he firft awaked. Heflopp-- 
ed, efpecially when he walked, 
and ezpreifed always a great 
deal or feverity in his (Icra 
looks* He was (low of fpeech, 
and in private converfation was 
coQttnbaUy moving his fingers. 
He was healthy, though, from 
the thirtieth year of his age he 
lived frebly, without hearkeB<-. 
lag tohisphjrGctans. ' .... 
(F) Li via having prefTea him 
very earneftly, a^ Mrereadjin 



Suetonius, to advance ^ perfbn 
whom he had admitted citizen 
of Rome^ into the number of 
the decuries, he abfolute)y re- 
fufed to do it, unlefs flie would 
allow it to be inferted in the re- 
gifter, '* That it was extorted 
{torn him by his mother *' This 
repulfe Li via took greatly amifs, 
and immediately produced cer- 
tain letters which Auguilus had 
formerly written to her, com- 
plaining of his dubborn temper, 
and the intolerable perverfenefs 
of his manners^andcaufed them 
tp be publicly read. This in- 
fpired him with fuch an averfion 
to the emprefs, who ^had fo long 
preferved, and fo malicioufly 
produced, thefe letters, that he . 
was thought by^ome to have 
withdrawii from Rom^, that he 
might have Jtp farther inter- 
coiirie or c^oinfnunication with 
her (3). 



• I • 



(3} Su4|;in Tiber* cap* 51, 
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COryUricTioti of the planets, that he would never return i 
and that his end was at hand. That he was never to return 
to Rome proved trUej but the conje(9:ures publiflied by 
the aftrologers Concefning bis death, 6Ught to have con- 
vinced the world of the falftiood of that art, fince it proved 
fital to its profeflbrs, of whofti manj^ were, for their pre- 
diftions, either put to death or involved in endlefs calami- 
ties, which, with all their knowlege of the ftars, they had 
not forefeen ^ ; whereas Tiberius lived cloven years after 
his retreat. ' 

However, their conje£lures touching his death were very 
near being fulfilled foon after his departure •, for as he was 
fupping in a cave of one of his villas, called thence Spelunca, 
its mouth fuddenly fell in, and buried under it fome of his n 
attendants. The reft were fo frightened, that, abandoning 
the emperor, they all fled, except Scjanus, who, covering s^anusex^ 
the cmperor*8 body with his own, arid ftooping upon his pofes his 
knees and hands, received all the ftoneg that fell from the pf^f^^for 
roof, fo that Tiberius efcaped unhurt. From this time, the '^^^^^^^ 
emperor efteeming his minifter as a man quite regardlefs of 
his own fafety, a'nd only folicitous about his prince, repofed 
an entire confidence in him, blindly following all his coun- 
fels, however bloody and deftruftive This confidence the . 
wicked minifter abufed to the deftruftion of. the family of 
Gcrmanicus, which alone could thwart his ambitiousdefigns. 

He firft attacked Nero, the eldeft fon of Germanicus, con- 
fequently next in fucceflion, fuborning perfons to mifrepre* 
fent alibis aflions to Tiberius. Nero was a young prince ^^ ifrings 
no-way ambitious, but regardlefs of that circumfpeftion /^erointo 
which his prefent fituation required. He was alfo milled,' d'tf^race 
andill-advifed, by his freedmen and followers, who,defirous* '^^^ '^^^^ 
6f having the power in their own hands, vi^ere continually '''*'' * 
animating him to exert the courage and refolution becom- 
ing a peffon in l^is ftation. They told him, that both thd 
people and foldiery longed to fee him (hare the government 
with his grandfather; and that, as to Sejanus, he would 
not dare to oppofe him, though he now equally infultedthc 
tametiefs of an old man and the floth of a youth. As the 
young prince liftened to fuch fuggcftions, fome unguarded % 

Cxpreffions efcaped, which were iramediiitely noticed by the 
fpies placed upon him, and with aggravations carried to the 
emperor, who would not allow him the privilege of clear- 
ing himfelf. He was even betrayed by his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Drufus and Livia, who acquainted her mother, 
aiid by her means Sejanus, not only with the words, but 

^Tacitt Ann. lib- \H. cap. 57, |8. , 
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even with the fighd and dreams of her hulband. His brother 
DVufus was like wife drawn into the combination, with the 
hopes of immediately fucceeding Tiberiusi in cafe his elder 
brother, already in difgrace» (hould be ei!ediuaily fet afide. 

The emperor, thus prejudiced againft him by his neareft 
relations, and thofe who were thought to be his beft friends, 
always received him with a ftern countenance : if the youth 
fpoke, there was fomething criminal in his words; and his 
filence was dill more exceptionable. Sejanus, having^ by 
thefe bafe arts irritated Tiberius againft Nero, began to 
confult with his creatures how he might inflame him, at 
the fame time, againft Drufus and Agrippina, that the 
whole family of Germanicus might be involved in the fame 
ruin. This year Pontius Pilate was appointed by Tiberius 
governor of Judaea, in the room of Valerius Gratus^. 
How he behaved during his ten years adminiftration, ap- 
pears from Philo ^, and from what we have faid in our 
hiftory of the Jews. 

In the following year, M. Licinius CraiTus and Lucius 
Calpurnius Pifo being confuls, Atilius, one of the race of 
freed-men, having built an amphitheatre at Fidenae, in or« 
der to exhibit a fight of gladiators, vafl; crouds flocked thi- 
ther from Rome, eager for fuch fliows, as during the reign 
of Tiberius they were debarred from diverfions at home. 
As the fpe^ators were intent upon the gladiators, the am- 
phitheatre, which was but flightly built, and overcharged 
with the multitude, fell down, and with its fall deftroyed 
or maimed fifty ihoufand perfons ^ (G). Atilius, who had 
built the amphitheatre only for gain, and therefore em- 
ployed bad materials, and unfkilful workmen, was banifhed ; 
^nd it was decreed by the fenate, that for the future, no 
man, who was not worth four hundred thoufand fefterces, 
should exhibit the {how of gladiators ^. The public afflic- 
tion occafioned by this terrible blow was yet frefli, when it 



c Jofeph. Ant'iq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. 
^ Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 60— 6*. 



t> Philo Legat. ad Caium. 
^ Idem ibid. cap. 63. 



(G). Suetonius fays^ that 
twenty thouiand fouls pieriihed 
ty this accident (i). On this 
pccaiion the great men of Rome 
threw opfen theif doors, to re- 
ceive fuch as had been hurt, 
fupplied them with medicines, 
iind took all poffible care of 
^th^m till they recovered. Thus, 



to the great fatisfa^on of the 
city, was revived, at this junc- 
ture, the public fpirit of the an- 
cient Romans, who, after great 
battles, conflantly relieved the 
wounded, fuftained them by 
their bounties, and attended 
them with care. 



(i) Suet. lib. iii« cap, 40. 
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was increafed by another accident. A fire breaking out on Mtm Gv* 
Mount Coelius^ burnt with fuch rage and violence, that it Uus con- 
confumed all the houfes in that quarter of the city. On /«««rf h 
this occaGon Tiberius gave new proofs of a generofity ^^^* 
worthy of a great prince ; for, without the application of lUerims's 
friends, or any ambicious views, every fufferer was relieved gnur^iif 
by his bounty. For this liberality the fenate returned him •* (jjf •^* 
thanks ; and ordained, that Mount Ccelius ihould^ for the ^^^* 
future, be ftyled Mount Auguftus, fince the ftatue of Ti- 
berius, which flood there, in the houfe of Junius the fe- 
nator, was fpared by the flames, though every thing round 
it was confumed. 

As the liniverfal zeal of the great men in Rome, and the 
bounty of the prince, adminiftered great relief in the prefent 
misfortunes, to the fury and rage of the informers, which ^ 

grew daily more dreadful, involved the moft illuftrious ci- 
tizens in horrible calamities. Quintilius Varus, a man ^f Infarmtn 
great wealth, and related to the emperor (H), was ac- ^'^•w. 
cufed by Domitius Afer, the fame who had arraigned his ^X^^^dfkL 
mother Claudia Pulchra. The informer had fquandered *^y*** 
what he had earned by procuring the condemnation of 
Claudia ; and therefore, in hopes of a more ample reward, 
had marked out, and doomed to deftru£Hon, Varus, one of 
the moft wealthy men in Rome. The city was furprifed to 
fee Publius Dolabella, a man of an illuftrious family, and 
nearly related to Varus, join a perfon of fuch an infamous 
chara£ier as Afer, againft his kinfman. The fenate was fo 
fliocked at this circumftance, that they refufed to bear the 
charge, and voted, that the trial ihould be poftponed till the 
return of the emperor •. 

Tiberius^ having dedicated the temples in Campania, Yr. of Fl. 
though he had, by an edi£l, enjoined the public not to dif- ^%7S* 
turb him, and ported foldiers on the roads to prevent the «'P' *'' 
concourfe of people to the towns where be refided, never- ' ^^^* 
thelefs, retired to Capreae, an ifland feparated from the Tibfrms 
cape of Surrentum by a channel of three miles. The air is nhr^s m 
niild there in the winter, the cold winds being intercepted C^i^ 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 66, 77. Soet« lib. iit. cap. 41. ^ 

(H) Quintilius Varus was read in Seneca (a). Befides, 

probably fon to the commander he was the (on of Claudia PuU 

of that name, who was with the chra» whom Tacitus calls A- 

Roman legions cut off in Oer- grippina's coufin, and by that 

n^any* He married one of means related to the reigning 

Oermanicus's daughters, as we family. 

(3) Senec.lib. !• controvern 3. 

Y3 by 



^z6 Tie RmM Hj^o^. 

hy a mountai{i, ai34 refreflied in the (ummfir by gi^les fro?) 
. the weft. The fea, open all around, prefents a delightful view : 
from thence was feen at tha^t time one of the moft b.eautiful 
coafts in the world ; but it was afterv^^ards greatly dam^sed 
./ by the erjuption^ of Mount Vefuyius. The iflaad was lur- 

younded on all fidies by inacceflible ro.cks, and ^ profoun4 
and almoft battpmlefe fea, deftitute of havens, with very 
few ftations for the iiijaller yeffeU, and thofe very difficult 
of accefs ; fo that 4ione could puX in unpjexceiyed by tKc 
.guards (I). Tiberius confined nirofclf to t]y.Qlve villas opi 
the iiland ; feme of which were probably built by Ai>- 
guftus, who, liking the folitude and mild air of the place, 
bad purchafed it, according to jpip £ai&M$% of t^e Nea- 
politans. 
Ci'ves him- There Tihefiijis.fpeot the laft ten years of his life;* giyiB^g 
felf up to Jiioifelf entirely up to the moft infanxous Jewdnefs ^n,^ de- 
% ^IckJd" baucheries, whijcl> o^ght to be buried in .obliviojp. In that 
figfi^ " -gloomy recefs h|e jthr^w off *ilj .con,cern for jfehje cpjnmo.n- 
wealth, though he had been, to that time, yery affiduiO»s in 
the adminiftration of juftice, and intent upon public cares. 
Nevertheleffi, h^e retained his fiiilpicious .temp.er, and gave 
more credit than ever to iriformers., Sejanus inflaming his 
jealoufies, apd fomenting his diflrufts, for the private views 
of his ambition. , Spies and informers were employed in all 
The sffeSls parts of the city : if a perfon of merit teftified any ze^il for 
ojhufufpt. the glory of the empire, Tiherius immediately fufpefkedit 
'^*'* was from a fecret defign of obtaining the fovcreignty. If 

another made honourable mention of liberty, he was looked 
upon as a dangerous perfon, who aimed at re-eft ablifliing 
the commonwealth. To praife any of the ancient RomanS} 
w^s a capital crime ; and to regret Auguftus was complain- 
ing ctf Tiberius. Every aftion became liable to forced in- 
' terpretations ; the moft innocent difcourfes .expreffed evil 
tkfigns; a difcre^ filence concealed mifchievons intentions; 
^ joy betrayed hopes of the prince's death ; mejlancholy im- 

plied envy of his profperity ; and fear, the juft apprchen- 

™ Dio, lib. lii. p. 495, 

(I) Suetonius tcUs us, that, jv barbaroufly, being fiigbtencd 

^vv days after his ar rival in the with the confideration, that the 

iiland of Capiee, a fiflierman poor man had mi^de his way to 

brought him a mullet of g|i e^- him through places which %t 

•traoFdiiiary fize ; but that the thought unfrequented ;|p4 Vf^' 

emperor, in (lead of re^^arding, .acceffible (3). 
caufed him to be ufed rngfl 

{3) Swet. i(i Xil>cr. <i^p. i^p. 
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fions of a ffi^ilty cpnfcience : fo that to fpeak, to be Clent, to 
T)e j;lad, to he g^rieved, to 'be fearful, or confident^ were ail 
criijies/and freijuently punilhed with death. Sejanus's pen.- 
iiicious prafljices "arid Wicked devices were chiefly levelled 
"againft Agnppina and h^r fon Nero. As there was now 
lib accefs/to^iberius but by'him, he no longer concealed 
,j\is attempt^ upon tbenf, but openly placed guards to obferve 
^the jmefrages'they fent, the vifits and company they re- 
ceived, their behaviour in public^ and their private con- 
Verfatipn. fiefides^ he fuborned fome of their* friends to 
advife thenji, as they were thus diftreffed, either to fly to 
the armjes in Germany, or, embracing the ftatae of Au- 
jguftus in the forum, to implore the aid and proteQioh of 
the fenate and Roman people. Thcfe counfels, though re- 
lefled by them, were laid to t^leir charge, as if they had in- 
Icnded to put them in execution". 

The following year, when Appius Junius SHanus and P. *Titius Sn- 
Silius Nerva' were confuls, ,begari tragically. Titius Sabi- ^'^w «<• 
nus, an jlluftrious Roman knight, was dragged to prifon, ^*^^* 
for his fteady and faithful adherence to the family of Ger- 
manicus (^). ^He was immediately after fentehced to death. He h eon* 
and the fame daj, ,the firfl of the new year, which was a demned, 
great ^eftival among the Romans, executed, without being ondexi-^ 
allowed time to make his defence (L), The city was never ^*'^ ' 

feized 

« Tacit, Ann* lib.iv. cap. 68—70. Dio,Kb. Iviii. p. 611, 

(K) Latinius Latiaris, hav- to a fecond conyerfation, which 

Jng infinuated himfelf into his turned on the cruelty of Tibe- 

friendfhip/ with a defign to be- rius and his favourite. Thefe 

tray him, firft bewailed the cafe abandoned informers communi- 

06 Agrippina, and her fon Ne- cated what they had heard to 
ro ; and then inveighed bitterly . the emperor, who in a letter to 

Againft Sejanus's pride and cru- the fenate, required tbem to 

elty, not fparing the etnperor take vengeance on the traitor 

himfelf. Sabinus, not aware of Sabinus. The names of thofc 

the fnare, approved all he laid ; infamous fenators were Porcius 

and added many fevere reflec- Cato, Pctilius Rufus, and Maf- 

tions of his own upon the cru- cus Opfius. 
elty of Tiberius, and imperious (L) Sabinus, fays Tacitus, 

condu6l of his favourite minlf- was dragged away to immedinte 

jer. The traitor having thus death, with his head muffled in 

Infinuated himfelf into the con- his robe, and a rope about his 

fidence of ,the unfufpedling Sa- neck : but, neverthelefs, exert- 

'binus, procured evidence againft ing his voice as far as he could, 

him, by placing three degene- he cried out, ** With thefe fo- 

rate fenators betwixt the ceiling lemnities the year^begins ; thefe 

'6nd the roof of an apartment, are the vidims which Sejanns 

where. he pyeigled Sabinus la- offers ;" for ,^ on the firft daypf 
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fejzed witb greater dread ^ one relation ifeared another \ a 
general diftruft reigned among ];nen of all ranks ; ftrangers 
and acquaintance were equally avoided \ even dumb and in- 
animate things, roofs and walls, occafioned dread and cir« 
Cumfpe£kion. The emperor nO. fooner heard of the execu- 
tion of Sabinus, than he wrote to the fenate, thanking them 
for having punifhed an enemy, to the commonwealth. He 
added, that he pafled a life fuU of fear And anxiety^ and that 
he was under continual apprebenfions of the fnares of his 
enemies. Though he named none, yet it was well known 
he meant Agrippina and Nero, againft whom he was con- 
ne aceU" ftantly incenfed by Sejanus and his creatures. Juft ven- 
fir^. ^f^ geance foon overtook the authors and contrivers or fuch in- 
dfom! famous treachery ; for fome of them perlfhed miferably un» 
der the emperor Caius, and fome under Tiberius ; wfao^ 
t though he would not fuifer the minifters of hi? tyranny to 

be cruftied by others, yet, furfeited with their infamy, ot 
ten facrificed them himfelf to the public vengeance, to make 
room for new emiifari^Si who^ere daily offering the fame 
vile fervices **. 

When Tiberius's letter was read in the fenate, Afinlus 
Gallus propofed, that the prince (hould be defired to explain 
his fears, and fufFer the fenate to remove the caufe of them. 
This, motion the emperor highly refented, thinking that 
AGniuswas apprifed of this diflimulation ; but, however, he 
fmothcred his wrath, Sejanus ftriving to appeafe him, not 
from kindnefs to Gallus, but becaufe he knew, the more 
his anger was reftraincd, the more tragical it would prove 
ThFriJS' jj^ j^(^ p This year the Friiians^ no longer able to bear the 
^^'^^^y^^^'' tyranny of the Romans feiu to govern them, ihook off the 
X. ^pro» yoke, and defeated L. Apronius, who was difpatched againft 
miuj. them with a confidcrable force (M)* But Tiberius chofe ra- 

ther 
* Tacit. & Dio, ibid« p Tacit, ibid, cap. 69, 

the new year viftlms were flain citus, rebelled, rather provoked 

in all the temples. Such a at the avarice of their governors 

difinal fight occafioned univer- than impatient of the Roman' 

fal terror, flight, and folitude : yoke Drufus laid a tribute on 

wherever the unhappy viftim them fuited to their poverty, 

appeared, the people, to avoid ol^Iiging them only to furnifh 

betraying any marks of grief or certain hides for the ufes of the . 

CompaiSon, fled, and withdrew .foldiers, without infixing upon 

in the utmod condernation ; fb any particular Sze or thicknefs, 

that as he pailed, the ilreets But Olennius, whom Tiberius 

were empty, and the public appointed to govern them, hav- 

places deierted. ' ing procured the large hides of 

(M) The Frifians, fays Ja* fome wild bulls, innfied upon 

their 
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tlier to fubmit to the lofs the empire had fuftained, than 
truft any able general with the command of the army. The 
fenate indeed met on this occafion} but, inflead of deliber- 
ating about an affair of fuch importance, they only decreed 
ftatues to Tiberius and Sejanus, not being atFeded with the 
lofles fuftained on the extremities of the empire, but wholly 
intent on fecuring themfelves, by the moft fhameful flattery, 
againft the evils that threatened them at home ''. They 
importuned both the prince and his favourite with repeated 
felicitations, that they would be plcafed only to (hew them- 
felves in Rome 5 but to no purpofe : they could not, by Ttberiu$ 
any intreaties, be prevailed upon to approach the city, think- returns for 
ing it fuflBcient condefcenfion to quit their ifland for a few ^f^^^^' 
days, and fufFer themfelves to be feen on the coaft of Cam- '? ^*"' 
pania. Thither crowded fenators, knights, and great part 
of the people, all eager to court the favour of Sejanus, who 
was more difficult of accefs than the emperor, and admitted 
fuch only as were either his creatures, or by his creatures 
recommended to his countenance and proteftion. Tiberius 
having betrothed Agrippina, his grand-daughter by Germa- 
nicus^ to Cneius Domitius (N), and ordered the nuptials to 

be 

9 Tacit. Ann. lib. iv« cap. 7s— i74.. 

their paying the tribute accord- great-uncle. By Agrippina he 

ing to that meafure. As their had the^mpcror Nero, and was» 

domeftic cattle were but fmall, as Suetonius obferves, worthy 

this proved a very hard talk upon to be the father of fuch a 

them. At length, not being prince, being, in every part of 

ftble to pay yearly the required his life deteftable. In his youth, 

tribute, they parted with their he attended Caius Csfar into 

herds ; next resigned their the Levant, and there (lew one 

lands ; and, ladly, furrendered of his freedmen, becaufe he re- 

their wives and children to fufed to drink as much as he 

bondage, Their miferies and commanded him. On his return 

complaints made no impreiiion to Rome, he drove his chariot 

On their hard- hearted governor ; over a boy on purpofe, and trod 

which fo provoked them, that, him to death. In the midft of 

in the end, they refolved to the forum, he pulled out the 

feek relief from war. eye of a Roman knight, for re- 

(N) Cn. Domitius was de- prebending him with more than 

fcended from a very ancient fa- ordinary liberty. While he was 

mily, and, befldes, was nearly prztor, he defrauded the vic- 

related to the Cafars ; for he tors in the chariot races of their 

was the fon of L. Domitius, of prizes. About the end of Ti- 

whom we have fpoken above, berius's reign, he was accufed 

and Antonia Major, the daueh* of treafon, of adultery, and of 

ter of 06taviana and Marc An- inceil with his iider Lepida ; 

fpny j fo that Auguftus was his but, Tiberius dying, he efcaped 

the 
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)?e (Celebrated at Rome, he guitted th^ cqi\tinentj apd re< 

.turned to his ifland '. This' year died Jdlia^ grand-daugh- 

' ter of Auguftus, by whom, after hejr marriage with Pauluf 

;ujlxniliu§, fhe had been, on account of h^r tpofe and fcan- 

.d^Ipus behaviour, banifhed to the ifland of Trimetu^, where 

^Ihe died* after twenty years of exile. 

IfAfdeaik The following year, when L. .Rube^ius Geminus and 

' *"ff 1/ 'Gai^s Fufius Geminus vqre confuls, was diftinguifljed by 

livia, ^^^^ death of Livi^, the mqther of Tiberius, ftyled, in the 

Jincientinfcriptions, Ju.li^ Augufta, becaufe i^dbpted by Au- 

,guftus, in his laft will, intp the Julia.n family. We have 

already (poke;n of her defcent, and marriage with Auguftus, 

Jby whorn (he bad no iffue ; tut by the "rnarrijage of Germa- 

X)\icu5 ^nd Agrippina, her blood came to be mixed with that 

^of Auguftus in their great grand-children. She bad an ah^ 

^oliite fway over Avguftus, which flie acquire^ and rnain- 

ftained, fays l)io Caffius,' by a rea^ acquiefcence in hTs 

will, without, ever betrj^ying the leaft dcfi.re to know what 

Jhe concealqd from hex, or any jealoufy or diflatisfaftion on 

account. of his intrigues with other won;ie^i *. In her were 

.united the wifdom.of her hufband, and. the diflimulation of 

her fon. She was fo eager to aggrandize her children, that 

flie was, not without good grounds, fuipefted of having 

obtained her end by the deftruftion of *herhufband*sfamily,^ 

She was an,irreconcileabIe ei;iemy to Julia^ ,the daughter 

of Auguftus, and never ceaf?d persecuting her whole ofF- 

fpring. SJhe claimed an qqual (hare with \\iT fon .in the 

powqr w.hich fl^e had .proqpred him. - This Tiberius waa 

Tiherius*s not of .a temper to allow. He.frequeQtly commanded he^ 

ingrati' not to .meddle with fta^Cra^airs, whicb,{be fi^id, y^er^abovie 

tudeiohtr. ^^ fpheie of a woman. He avoided her ,CQnverfation, 

efpecially in private, as much as he decently could, Jefthe 

fhould feem to be governed by her couniels. Being iiK 

formed that, on occafion of a fire, (he had run irhmc- 

diately among the people, encouraging both them, and the 

, fol^iers, to ftop the rage of the flames, as fhe ufed to do in 

' Tacit. Ann. lib. iv. cap. 75. (Suet* lib, vi. cap. 5. » Dip, 

lib. Ivii. p. 619. 

the punifliraent due to his Nero, he anfwered, that no- 

crinnes. He died, under the thing could proceed from A- 

emperor Caius, .pf a dropfy, ^rippina and him, b^it what was 

leaving behind him J^^ero by ^eteftable, and would pn>^ 

'» A gripping We are told, that, pernicious to the commou- 

^ being congratulated by his .wealth (i)* , 

friends, upon the birth of his {on 

(i) Suet, in ^er. cap. 5, ^ 6, 

•the 
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tlic time of Auguftus, J)e reprimande4 her with fonie acri- 
mony ^ We are told, that, by degrees, he arrived at fuch 
an height of iniquity, ^s to hate and deteft her ". At leaft, 
it is certain, that, during rhe tjiree years Ae lived after hi$ 
retirement, he;icver faw her but once, and then for a very 
fhort jtime. In her iaft ficknefs, he never came near her, 
though he conftantly a^rmed, jthat he deiign.ed to pay the 
Iaft offices to her ; infomucl? that her Jjo^y was kept, in 
continual expeft^tion of his arrival, tjll it be^an t;o putrefy. 
Afterwards, be exc,ufed himfelf to the fenate, pleading thp. 
rn altitude of public affairs. Hei would not fuffer any divine 
honours to be offered to her memory, pretending her ex- 
prefs command to the contrary; nay, he refleftcd on thofr 
^who courted the friendfliip of women, alluding to the con- 
ful T.ufius, who was a great favourite of the fex, in high 
efteem with Livia, but tiated by Tiberius, againft whom be 
ufed to throw oyt abundance of farcafms equally witty and 
fevere ^. We are told, that he profecuted all her friends 
efpeciaUy thofe to whom Ihe had committed the care of her 
funeral ; that, of th,e many honours decreed her, he admit- 
ted tut very few; jand that he fuppreffed her Iaft will, 
which was not executed till after his death, under his fuc- 
ceffor Caius. She died, according to Pliny *, in the eighty- 
fecond, according to Dio CafEus, in the eighty-Cxth year 
of her age. 

Though Tiberius allowed his mother no great power. Becomes 
neverthelefs, as he was indebted to her for the empire, he ^orecnul 
did not openly oppofe her; fo that, by her means, many ^g^i^ 
innocent perfons were faved from ruin, Sejanus not daring 
to arrogate an authority fuperior to that of a parent. After 
Tier death, the prince, and his favourite, bemg freed from 
all reftraint, fet no bounds to their unbridled fury. Letters 
were immediately difpatched to the fenate againft Agrip- Writes to 
pina and Nero, which were thought to have been written ^^^/<f«^'' 
before, and fuppreffed by Livia. They were couched in yi'^„^ 
terms remarkably fevere; and yet the^ charged Nero with and ^ero. 
no crimes againft the ftate, but only with unnatural luft, 
and other impure pleafures. Agnppina's known virtue 
fcreened her from any imputations of this nature : her 
haughty looks, however, and her violent, imperious, and 
ungovernable temper, were alleged as crimes againft the 
ftate. 

Thefe accufations ftruck the whole affcmbly with terror : Divifion in 

the fathers continued long filent, looking with furprife at 4ki/enat€ J 

(Mthisoc* f 

t Suet. lib. iii. cap. 50. " Dio, IrtT. Ivii. p. ^03. . '^'Tacrt, »^W<W» 

Ann. lib. v. cap. i. ' Plin* lib. xiv. cap. i6» 

each 
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each otiier, till at length fome, defirous of ingratiating 
themfelves with Sejanus and Tiberius, demanded^ that thejr 
fliould proceed upon the emperor's letters. The magiftrates 
and leading naen knew not how to behave on fo critical a 
fubjeft ; for though the exprcflions in the letter were very 
titter, yet all the left was left ambiguous. At length they 
concurred with Junius Rufticus, whom they thought well 
acquainted with the emperor's intentions, fince he had been 
appointed by him to keep a journal of their proceedings. 
Rufticus had never before Ihewn the leaft inftance of gc- 
nerofity ; but neverthelefs, either by fome fecret impulfc, 
or becaufe, unmindful of prefent dangers, he dreaded lefs 
JTiberius than the children of Agrippina, he oppofed the 
cruel motion of Cotta Mefialinus, and exhorted the con- 
fuls to fufpend their deliberations, and allow the old man 
tirne to change his wrath into repentance, fince one mo- 
ment might give a new turn to aiFairs. At the fame time 
.thp people, carrying with them the images of Agrippina 
and Nero, furrounded the fenate-houfe ; and, wiftiing hap- 
pinefs and profperity to Tiberius, cried out incefiantly, that 
the letters were counterfeit ; and that the ruin of the 
prince's family was purfued againit his will, and without 
his privity : nothing was therefore concluded that day. 

In the mean time, feveral fpeeches weredifpcrfed about 
the city^ faid to have been uttered in the fenate againft Se- 
janus by the confulars \ but all fictitious, and filled with 
Si^armi*s moft bitter and fatirical reflexions. This infult exafperat- 
i^itgr to the ed Sejanus, who immediately upbraided the fenate, in the 
fenate. (harpeft terms, with defpifing the refen^ment of the prince; 
with liflening to popular and difafFe£ted harangues ; and 
with pafEng new and unprecedented afts. He concluded, 
that nothing was wanted to complete their rebellion, but to 
take arms, -and place at their head thofe whofe images they 
Ttheriuis had already chofen for their enfigns. Tiberius likewile 
ftnna let- wrote a fecond letter to the fenate, repeating his reproaches 
ur /» the againft his grandfon and daughter-in-law, and complaining 
jenate, of Rufticus, the fenate., and the people, for infulting his 
authority, and defpifing his refentment ; but^ at the fame 
time, he referved to himfelf the final decifion of the whole 
affair. The fenate hefitated no longer; but inftantly de- 
clared, that they were ready to inflift the deferved puntih- 
ment on fuch as had^ by their crimes, provoked bis dif- 
A r'tfbina P^^^'^^''^* provided he would allow them, bn'fo juft an oc- 
tnid Ner9 cafion, to exert their authority y. Agrippina was condemn- 
coftiftmneif, ed,,and baniflied to the ifland of Pandataria, now known by 

r Tacit. Anna). Vib. v. cap. ».— 5. 

the 
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the name of Santa Maria* oppofite Tarracina and Gaeta. 
We are told, that, as ftic could not forbear reproaching 
Tiberius with cruelty, and bitterly inveighing againft hinii 
the centurion, to whofe cuftody Ihe was committed, gave 
her fo many blows on the face, that he ftruck out one of her 
eyes *. Nero, her cldeft fon, was likewife condemned, and 
baniflied to the ifland of Pontia, now Ponza, near that of 
Pandataria y and Drufus, her fecond fon, by the fame vile 
arts of iSejahus, declared an enemy to the ftate, and kept 
under clofe confinement in the palace. Nero died fooii 
after, fome fay for want of neceffaries, while others tell us, 
that the young prince, terrified at the fight of the execu- 
tioner, who entered his room with the inftriiments of death 
in his hand, as if he had been fent by the fenate, put an 
end to his life by voluntary abflinence ■. Agrippina and 
I>rufus Kved four years in exile, that is, to the year of 
Chrift 33, when we (hall have occafion to fpeak of their 
tragical end. Cn. Lentulus -fJsetulicus was this year ap- 
pointed commander of the legions in Upper Germany; 
m which employment he was continued tor the fpace of 
ten years^. 

The next confuls were L. Caffius Longinus and M. Vini- Extraor^ 
cius. This year the fenate decreed many extraordinary ^naryk^ 
honours to Scjanus: among the reft^ it was ordained, that ^^^^^^' 
his birth-day (hould be yearly celebrated \ that his Aatues, Sijatuu. 
which were erefted in every quarter of the city, (hould be 
adored ; and that vows and facrifices fhould be offered for 
his fafety. He became, after the difgrace and condemna- 
tion of Agrippina and her children, fo powerful and formi- 
dable, that he was more refpe£ted and dreaded than Tibe- 
rius himfelf. As there was no accefs to honburs but through 
bis favour, the foldiers, the fcnators, and all -the great men 
of the empire, were entirely at his devotion 5 fo that, by 
their means, he was immediately informed of all the aflions 
of the prince, while no one dared to difcover to the empe- 
ror the ambitious defigns and views of his minifter ^ How- Yn of FL 
ever, the emperor began to fufpeft him at laft. Jofephus *37*. 
tells us, that Antonia, the widow of his brother Drufus, ^ ^* 3o» 
having received private intelligence of the deep defigns, and ' ^^ * 
fecrct pra£tices, of Sejanus, wrote, a detail of them to the Tiberius 
emperor, fending the letter to Capreae.by Pallas, one of her fufpg^s 
moft trufty domeftics, the fame who afterwards became fo ^^«»* 
famous under the emperor Claudius **. The empefor, thus 
warned of his danger, and recovering from his infatuation, 

» Suet, ip Tiber, cap. 54. a Idem, cap. 53. *> Dio, lib. liii. 
p. 657. ' c Idem, lib. Iviii. p. 653, ^ Jofcph. Antiq. lib, xviii. 

cap. t. 

began 
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began to confider how he might fruftrate the ambitioti^ 
vie\«'S of hia over-powerful minifter, and deliver himfelf 
from the impending ruin. The praetorian cohorts were 
more attached to the miniftcr than to the. fovereign. The 
fenate was entirely at his devotion ; even thofe whom the 
emperor had about his perfon, were fo many fpies in the 
pay of Sejanus : fo that Tiberius was kept in a kind of 
captivity, from which it was not eafy to difengage him- 
fclf: but, he fiirmounted all difhcuhies with incredible ad- 
drefs, which he thought it more advifeable to employ than 
open force, left Sejamis, finding himfelf difcovered, and 
thence driven to defpair, fhould attempt to feize the empire. 
The firft ftep he took was to remove him from Capreae: 
•vlrith this view he declared his ' ..ention of taking upon him 
He names fhe confulate the next year, and namtd Sejanus for his col* 
himf$rkts j^ague. This declaration the haughty minifter, not fuf- 
colleague tn p^^j^g ^^y fnare, looked upon as the greateft mark of dif- 
'^ •' ' tinclion the emperor could confer upon him. It is not to 
be doubted that he created him at the fame time a fcnator j 
for Sejanus, five years before, when the emperor left Rome, 
was but a knight ; and we have not, in the whole Roman 
hiftory, an inftance of a knight being raifed to the confular 
disunity. In the end of the year, Tiberius difpatched Se- 
janus to Rome, to take poffeilion of his new dignity, on the 
calends of January : but the emperor did not remove from 
his rfland, where he entered upon his fifth confulfhip, and 
held it to the fifteenth of May, when he refigned the iafcei , 
to Fauftus Cornelius Sylla * (O). As Tiberius continued to 
(hew the fame affeflion to Sejanus, the fenate was^ for the 
greateft part of the year, wholly employed in decreeing him 
new honours. His name was added to that of Tiberius m all 
infcriptioris \ new ftatues were eredled to him, and viftims 
fiain before thein : a decree paffed, confirming the confulate 
to him and Tiberius for the term of five years ; his houfe was 

e Sutt. lib. iii. cap. 26. Koris, £p. Conf. p, 13. Grut« Infcript 
p. 1087. 
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New ho" 
nours con- 
firred upon 
Sejanus* 



(O) As the name of Sejanus 
Wafe rafed out of the confular 
tables, feveral writers of chro- 
nicles mark the name of Tibe- 
riufe alone this year. Both he 
and Sejanus lefrgned the fafces 
*betore the confular year ex- 
pited, the one to Fauftus Cor- 
tttliuB Sylla, the other to Sex- 



tidius Catullinus ( 1 ) • L^ Ful* 
cinius Trio and L. Poroponius 
Secundus were fubftituted to 
them. The former held the 
confulate to the end of the year; 
but Pomponius refigned it, od 
the calends of October, to ?• 
Maxim us Regulus (2}. 



,(i) Grut. p. '087. 



(z) Vide Pagl, An* 30. 



crowded, 
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crowded, from morning to night, with perfons of all ranks; 
ajiti the greateft men in Rome were not afhamed to court, 
v^ith the meiaheft fubmilTions, the favour of his flaves and 
ff eedmen. Tiberius, as Dio Caffius obferves, might have 
been taken for the prince of his fmall ifland, and Sejanus 
for the fovereigu of Rome. ' However, feveral prodigies are 
faid to have happened at this time, which fecmed to fore- 
bode the dowhfal of the favourite minifter ; but if any deitr, 
fays our hiftorian, had revealed what happened foon after, 
no one would have believed him ^ 

Tiberius, to found the difpofition of the fehate and peo- 
ple, and difcover the partifans of Sejanus, wrote frequent 
letters, acquainting the fathers, at one time, that he was 
greatly iiidifpofed 5 at another, that he was perfeftly reco- 
vered, and defigned, in a ihort time, to return to Rome : 
in fome of hi!> letters he blamed, in others he commended, 
Sejanus. This conduft furprifed the minifter, and his Isforfakem 
friends, who infcnfibly began to abandon him, perceiving r^-^j*'^ 
bis authority with the prince in fome degree diminiflied. ^J^'^"^*' 
The fenate, however, conferred on him the proconfular 
power, on his relinquiftiing the cohfulfhip, which he re- 
iigned to Sextidius CatuUinus. At the fame time Tiberius 
honoured both him and his fon with a place among the 
pontiffs J but could not, by any entreaties, be prevailed ^^griits 
upon to give him permiffion to return toCapreae'.* The pre- rtfuftshim 
tence Sejanus alleged for fuch a permifliort, was to viGt his '-^^w '• 
future fpoufe, probably Livilla, the widow of Drufus, who J?'*'* " 
was indifpofed ; but his real defign was to fecure the per- **'"'*• 
fbn of the prince, whofe guards were all at his devotion. 
Tiberius, to keep him and the fenate in fufpenfe, returned 
no other anfwer to his earneft and repeated entreaties, than 
that he defigned to come himfelf very foon to Rome «. • 

In the mean time he began to heap honours on Caius, 
furnamed Caligula, the only furviving fon of Germanicus 
and Agrippina This youtn had accompanied his grand- 
father to Caprese, and artfully concealed, under a deceitful 
appearance of modefty, his favage and inhuman temper. 
He had fo well learnt to difguife his heart, that when his The ehd» 
mother and both his brothers were condemned, not a word, ra^er •/* 
riot a groan, efcaped him, though all arts were ufed to in- Jr^"' ^^* 
fiantie his refentment. ' Young as he was, he fuppreffe<j[, itgua. 
with the deepeft diflimulation, all lymptoms of tenderm^fs 
and forrow. He was fo obfervant of Tiberius, that he made •^ 
it his whole bufinefs to ftudy the bent of his temper, and to 
fubmit to it in all things. He imitated his looks, afFeded 

f pjo, lib. iviii< p. 6231 624.. ^ z Idem ibid* p. 625. 

his 
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his words and manner of expreffion, and conformed eten 
to the change and fafhion of his drefs. Hence th^ obferva^ 
tion of the orator PaffienuSi that never lived a better flavei 
nor a worfe matter. 
Honours Tiberius appointed him this year augur^ ill the room of 

keftowed his brother Drufus ; and raifed him, before he had entered 
§nhimjy upon that office, to the dignity of pontiff of Auguftus, be- 
^iberius^ ftowing upon him the higheft encomiums, as if he deGgned 
to appoint him his heir and fucceffor. This promotion 
awaked the rage and jealoufy of Sejanus^ who cotild not 
forgive himfelf his paft indolence. In the tranfports of hi^ 
pafiion he condemned himfelf for not having taken arms, 
and openly revolted, when he was vetted with the confuhr 
authority : he reflefled, with the utmoft anguifh, dn the 
many favourable opportunities he had negleded, to fecnre 
the perfon of the prince, and feize the empire ; but the 
great joy the people teftlfied at the preferments of Caius, 
deterred him, at prefent, from any attempts of that nature. 
ne pc*wir At the fame time he had the mortification td behold fome 
0/Sejamu of his friends turned out of their employments, and his 
{"^"•^^^ enemies placed in their room : but nothing mortified him 
uj€n€(L £^ much as a letter from Tiberius to the fenate, concerning 
the death of Nero; wherein he named Sejanus, without 
the encomiums and commendations which he conftantly 
beftowed on him. Neither did he doubt but the emperor 
, had him chiefly in view, when he exhorted the fenate to 

renew and put in execution the decree, forbidding divine 
worfliip to be paid to any mortal man ; for vows were every 
where made, and vi£tims flain, before the ftatues of Seja- 
nus : nay, this minitter had arrived at fuch a height of ar« 
i^ogance, that he joined his adorers^ and, with an impu- 
^dence hardly to be matched, offered facrifices to himfelf*. 
After fo many tokens of coolnefs in the emperor towards 
his favourite minitter, many who had profefTed an inviolable 
friendfhip for him, began to withdraw, through fear of be- 
ing involved in the calamities which they apprehended 
would foon overtake them, if they did not, by abandoning 
him in time, confult their own fafety. The crowds which 
daily frequented his houfe, infenfibly diminifhed : few per- 
fons, and thofe not of the firft quality, attended him abroad j 
and no farther mention was made of him in the fenate. 
Tiberius This difpofition of the Romans encouraged Tiberius to 

rtfol<vis come, to a final refolution^ which was, to fecure himfelf» 
l^'ruSion* without farther delay, againft the dangers that threatened' 
bim, by the utter deftruaion of Sejanus and his friends* 

h Dio, p, 615, €£<• 
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To proceed in fo nltc an affair with ^11 poflibtc caution, and 
to prevent Sejanus from putting himfelf upon his defence, qr 
taking anv defperate meafures, he declared, that be defigncd 
to invert him with the tribunitial power j but, in the mean 
time, privately gave the command of the praetorian guards to • 

Nervio's Sertorius Macro, one in whom he kneW* he COutd • • 
Confide J and difpatchcd him to Rotnc, with a letter to the ff^ ^r^a 
fenate, after having communicated to him the contents of ^^'^M 
it^and carefully inftrufted him how to behave with rcfpctt "^'^ 
to Sejanus and the fenate. Macro entered Rome late in 
the night, and immediately imparted his orders to the con* 
. ful P* Memmius Regulus, who h^ been fubftituted in the 

5 lace of L. Poraponius Secundus j for the other coiiful, L» 
'ulcinius Trio, was a fricrtd to Sejanus. Regulus, early 
. next morning fummoned the funate to aflcitible in the pa- 
lace, whither Sejanus repaired, attended, according tb his 
cuftom, by a detachment of the praetorian guards* As tvc 
entered the palace> he was greatly furprifed to fee Macro, 
the more becaufe he had brought no difpatches for him / 
from the emperor ; but Macro whifpereci him in the, ear, 
that he had brought letters to the fenate, wherein the ctxk* 
peror recommended them to confer upon him the tribunitial 
power. Sejaitus, overjoyed at thefe news, entered the pa* 
lace, and there took his place in the temple of Apollo, 
where moft of the fathers were already affembkd. 

Macro, having firft Ihewn to the foldiersof the praetorian TAaan- 
guard his commiffion from the emperor, appointing him to Jjf**/2^^ 
command them, in the room of Sejanus, and aflured them, thisoTca^ 
that Tiberius had ordered a veryconfiderable fum to be diftri- yfo». 
buted among them, took poffeflion of his new office, by re- 
manding the troops to their camp without the walls of the 
city. In their ftead, GracinusLaco, who was privy to the 
iecret, and commanded the vigiles, that is, the troops ap-* 
pointed to watch all night and prevent diftuHxinces, {placed 
H ftrong detachment of bis men at the gates of the temple. 
The fathers being affemWed, Macro appeared before then% 
with the emperor^s packet in his hand^ which he had no 
fooncr prefented to the cbnfuls than he withdrew, hafteo'- 
ing to the camp, in order to prevent ajiy difturbance that 
might happen in that quarter. Regulus read aloud the eizi^ 
peror*8 letter,, which was long, and written with great cnrit 
and addrefa^ for after a preamble upon other meters, fome 
complaints were niade againft ^jstnuSy which were immt* 
diately internnpted by qxiite difK^ent affairs -y theti foKowed" 
other complaiots, but witbout anybitterne£f'Of txpreffion} 
fo^hat Sejanus hitherto betrayed no great concern. When, 
at length, the empefoi^s^ orders ^ere r^ad, touching the ex^ 
Vol. XIX. Z . ecution 
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.6Cution of two of his mbft intinxate friendsi Muho wcrcpriTf 
to his ambitious and treacherous defignSi he. was uruck 
,with fuch terror, that he could not utter a fingle word in 
Tiberius their behajf." Before he recovered from the confternation into 
•''^*'^^'*' which thdfe fatal orders had thrown him, he heard, to bis 
atreJ'* gfcat furprize, another article relating to himfelf; wherein 
* . the emperor, in an angry ftyle, enjoined the fathers to 
,. . feture his perfon. The tribunes and prastors, Immediately 
quitting their feats, placed themfelves by him, to prevent 
him ffom making his efcape and raifing difturbances' (P). 
This article was no fooner read, than the whole temple re- 
founded with curfes and bitter inveflivcs againft the i>er- 
fon on whom they had, a few minutes before, beftowed 
^the higheft coil\iftendati6ns. Some inveighed againft him, 
from the hatred they bore him, and others, through fear 
of being, reckoned amongft his friends. Though all the fe- 
nacors declared againft him, nevefthelefs, as he had many 
friends and relations among them, the conful Regulus 
thought it advifeable not to propofe condemning him to 
death, nor even to gather the fuffrages of the whole a^embly. 
He therefore only afked the opinions of fome, whom he 
fuppofcd the moft impartial and unprejudiced^ and find- 
ing they were for comniitting him to prifon, he condu£^ed' 
him thither, attended by Gracinus Laco, and all the magi- 
ftratee. A memorable inftance of the viciiBtude of for- 
tune, and the inftability of all human grandeur ! He was 
followed from the palace to the prifon by immenfe crouds, 
the populace loading him with curfes, upbraiding him with 
the many murders he had committed, and infulting him 
with bitter farcafms. His confufion was fo great, that, not 

* Dio, p. 616,627. Juv. Sat. X. ver. #1—95. 



(P) Suetonius tells us, that 
in this letter Tiberius betrayed 
a meannefs of fpirit altogether 
unworthy of a prince, begging, 
aniongfl: othe^r things, of the fe- 
nate, that they would fend one 
of the confuls, with a convoy 
t)f foldiers, to conduct to Rome 
^ poor old man, forfakfen by all. 
The fame author adds, that he 
was under fuch apprehenfions, 
^hat he had given private orders 
i» Macro to fet Drufut, in cafe 
pt- any dillurbance, 9$. liberty, 



to prefent him to the fenateand 
people, and even to declare htm 
emperor. He had feveral fhips 
ready to put to (ea, and convey 
him to fome of his legions, if 
his affairs at Rome fhould not 
take a good turn* He remained 
the whole time upon the top of 
a high rock, to know, by cer- 
tain iignals agreed, on, what 
palfed in the capital, fearing the 
meflengers might betray him, 
or not bring him the news with 
the neceifary expedition (1)* 



(i) Suet, in Tib. cap. 65. 
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The Homm tiifioty: § jj^ 

labfe to bear thefe reproaches, he threw tris rbfec oVer hS in/ulteJfy 
head in order to cover his face \ but the guards obliged hin{ thtpiopU. 
to fhcw himfelf to the multitude, eagfei* to fee him humbled; 
and.to iufult a tyrant who had fo long trampled upon them^ 
At the fame time the populace, in a fudden tranfport, over- 
turhed and broke in pieces all his ftatues, thofe very ftitueS' - 
which a few hours before they had adored. 

The fame day the fchate affenibled the fcc6nd time in the 
temple of Concord, near the prifon ; when the fathers, 
iinding all quiet in che city by the care and vigilance of 
Macro^ Granicus and the conful Regulus pronounced, 
without delay, feritence of death againft iElius Sejanus, ac- 
cufed and found guilty of high treafon. The fentence was Vr. of Fl. 



immediately put in execution, notwithftanding the late lawj ^^Vi^' 
indulging ten days refpite to every criminal after condcm- ^ q * y* 
nation. His body was expofed, like thofe 'of common male- 



fa£tors, on the Scalse Gemonise, and afterwards abandoned Condemmd 
to the rage of the populace, who dragged it for three days and txi» 
through the ftreets of Rome, and mangled it to fuch a de- ^*''^- 
gree, that the executioner could fcarce find a limb entire to 
throw, according to cuftom, into the Tiber ^. ' 

The death of Sejanus was followed by a general {laughter Tkigtmral 
of his friends and relations. Tiberius, after having for a flaughter of 
courfe of years cut off every man who was obnoxious to this Sijanus's 
execrable favourite, now deftroyed every man who had been f^^*"^* 
in his good graces. He fpared none who was accufed of 
having intelligence with Sejanus ; and any circumftance, 
the moft fortuitous, the moft flight or foolifh, ferved for 
proof of fuch intelligence. The ftreets of Rome were dyed 
with blood ; perfons qi all ranks, without diftitiftion of fex 
or age, were butchered, and their bodies caft into the pub- 
lic ftreets ; neither their acquaintance nor kindred were al- 
lowed to approach or bewail them, nor even at laft to be- 
hold fthem. Spies were placed every where to watch their 
countenances. and the figns of forrow ; and when they pu«- 
trefied and became noifome, and were thrown into the Ti- 
ber, whether they floated in the ftream, or were caft upon 
the banks, no one ventured to give them the rites of fepulture. 

The chief friends and favourites of Sejanus, who could 
give the leaft umbrage, being to a man maflTacred, the fenate 
ordered the two remaining children of the wicked minifter 
to be executed, in order to cut o£F the whole family. Be- tf^^ tx§m* 
janus had three children, of whom the eldeft fon was al- tionofSe^ 
ready put to death, as Tacitus feems to infinuatej but we i««»"*^ 
are quite in the dark as to the circumftances of his execution^ ^^^^"^ 

k Dio, p. 6»7— ^19. Senec. de Tranq. cap. ii. Juv. Sat. x. 
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pcc^fi^^ed' hy th^ kusentable cfaafm in Tacitits's Amui^ 
. , which has robbed us of th^ (JetaUof many reimurkable inci* 

dent8. The unhappy children* were immediately hunied^ 
prifon 'y the boy, fenfible of hi$ impending deabh, but Am 
girl fo ignorant of it, that {he often aiked whither they 
* fragged her, a^d for what fault ? adding^ that if (be had 
done any thing amifs, they might take the rod and whip 
her, and that (he would do fo no more« Bat the fenatie had 
r no regard either to her age or innocence ; ibe was^ by th« 

<;omnK)n executioner, ftran^ed in prifon with her birothery 
and the tender bodies of botb firft expofisd on. the, Scalx 
C^emonise, and thence dragged, with an. iron hook, through 
the city, and thrown into the Tiber. Wc are told by fooie 
writers of that time, that as it was a thing unheard of to^ pa^ 
nifh a virgin with death, the executioner defiow^red her 
juft before he tied the rope *• 
^kfT^Hs Every one hoped that after the execution of Scfanns^and 

more cruel \^[g accomplices, the reign of Tiberius would prove more 
than ei'en ^jjfl^j^ fi^ce to that powerful and cruel favourite they chiefly 
imputed the many executions wbieh had occafioned fuch a 
dreadful havock. of their beft citizens: But when they ex- 
pe£bed fome alleviation of their evils, they found tbemfelvea 
involved in greater calamities than ever, the emperor grow- 
ing daily more cruel, and frc^n this time commencing, ae it 
' were, an open enemy to his people, and delivering himfelf 
up to cr4ie}ty without reftraint, and to every abominating 
even to rapacioufnefs and plunder ; a vice to which he hi^ 
therto feemed to have no iujclination* No perfon, ho^w^ver 
virtuous and cautious, could be fafe. ; for it was not enough 
for them to be. upon their guard againft the ibares of me 
accufcrs, and the lalfe reports of informers, but they were 
liable to be facrificed to the jealoufy and conje&ures of the 
emperor, when they thought tbemfelves fecure by the in- 
nocence, not only of their a£tion6» but even of their dioughts. 
. He was under perpetual apprehenfions of die great terds 
of the fenate. : their wealth and race, nay, their porerty, 
names, and quality^ ^ve bun offence : he wa$ ahnoft equal* 
Spans ly jealous of friends and. enemies ; thofe who advifed him 
nobodjf. j^ council* thofe who diverted him at his leifure-hours, fell 
all, at leng;th> vi£tims to his furious and dtftruftful temper. 
He was fo afraid of confiderable men» and- fo unwilling to 
give them employments, that fome, whoi were appointed 
governors^of provinces, were never allowed to go t^idier;, 
iofpmiu:h that great provinces, for a oourfe ot year% were 
^eft. d^itu^e of their goyernocs, aad abundoned to, the 

V ' IHo, Kbt lix capi 9. . 



mtrtf ^f bai1>li1rcm6 Mfi^iid ^ Tib6lriite6, lekd^iig Iralhtr to 
{^^t^ht ifilMt^iiX^A klt^fidH df tbib '^liafHy efaftkitfaft any 
eM vHth tke <{>oii^ttr ^f ft^ei^iftg the ftat^, nhd r^lfi^g 
th^ ^uMte ^. His yenr Apiclila> iirhoiM Sejaius had di- 
vbrt^a^ ill tiojyei of m^tv^iig LiVia bi* Liviih, fbe widow 
of O^fii^^ fiseihg the bddks of ke^ children fmbliclv ex- 
pdfed aitiohg tho^ 0f tlye<c^her crittoi^aU, ^c^uatnted Tibe- 
iiufr "^ith the mttiiier Itf hi^ foU DrafiiMrd death, with an 
intetitio^ to tormem hitn ; And th^n laid violent hands on 
httf^. TihefiAvit, who hiid afcribed his fon's death to his h mfymsd 
cmifi intempieranct, and irffegular 4ife, Wbs fo tranfported »f tfuh' 
uHth ¥*c^. ti4ien he undeirftoM he had been noFTnn^ hv % ^^ ^f 




friendflrip to eitlher » ( "Q^). Such <as hfe cand^tmned in the Varkus m* 
ifland of Oapreae, were from a rotk thrown fieiidlong Into fiances ^f 
the Tea, where a nurtiber of feamen wfefc ftaHohed, with ^ <»M>* 
their oars and long odes, to difpatch thah. He fuffered 
lione to be executed, till they had tindergofie^he ihoft e^* 
qtrrfite torments enielty itfeff conld Jnvent? for he efteemed 
death as fo flight a puiiiftmenti &at whei^lte heard one of 
his prifonersj named CarhuUus, h'ad killed himfelf, he cried 
ont, ** CamuUns has efciped me.^ Oiie of his prifoneri 
beg^ng him to haften iii« execution,-^ N6 (anfwered Ti-' 
beriu^), you and I are not yet fuch good friends ^*' Not- 
withftanditig the feverity with which he pnhiihed others,- 
Di6 Caffins tells us, that he was inclined to pardon Livilla, 
his daughter-in-law, from regard to he^ nbother Antonia ; 
but that Antonia herfelf oppofed fuch an unfeafonable in- 
ftance of mercy ; fo that Livilla wsti^ this year, by Tiberius's LMOapat 
order, ftarved to death *=*, '« ^^^* 

In the following year, Cn. Domftius Ahenobarbus \nd 
Fttriiis Camillus Scribonianu^ being cofifuls, feveVe or- 

m Oio, lib. Hx. p. 6t8« ^ » Suet lib, lii. cap. 6i. . * Dio^ 
lib» tx. p. 618. 

. ( Q^j Suetonius tells us, that put to the rack, having, at that 
he applied himfelf to the.exa- time, nothing in his thoughts 
ifaination of the afitair fo fef iouf- btit blood, torments, and re- 
ly, that word being brought veftge. The fame writer adds, 
htm, while he was recciVmg that afterwards, when he was 
the d^pofitions of fome mtnef- ftuiible of his miftake, he com- 
fts, that an inhabitant of Rhtldes manded^ the innocent Rhodian 
was artived, at wbofe houie he to be privately murdered, left 
bad lodged, and whom he had he (hould divulge the injury he 
inviced by«many kind letters, he had recelvedt 
immediately ordered him to be 
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40rs were pafled againft the ftajtups ^nd memory of layilUj 
a^d the fenate deaeed that th^ieffefk^qf Sej^nlia (bould be 
taken out of the public treafury, apd placed in that of the 
ernpf^rpr- This, was th?. niotipn pf Scipio, .Siiani^fi, and 
Caffius* the principal n^en in the fenate, who all surged it 
ain^oft in th^ fame wprds^ ^nd with great zeal and e?ger^ 
nefs. T^gonius Gall^s mpyed* that Tiherius (houlcl'Qhpole 
twei]ty fen^to;&.tQ wait upon himi Vnder a^ms, apd df^fcnd 
his pcrfoii, as often as he entered tjhe.fenatc. , The emperor, 
who was too.wifo to allow the ^f^sifprs arms, returned t^em 
thanks for fu^h <^q jinilance of aieflion ; but feje^edn and 
even, turned into ridicule/the motion, as well a$. the author 
of it ; adding, that he didnpt ^vpk bis Uf? of .f\iph im- 
portance to have it thus gqarded. 

^ Junius Qallio ipoved, thal^ the praetorian foldiers, after 
t^cir term of.fervice, ihouW .h^ye/i^s-jprivilege of fitting in 
the theatrei amon^; the/RcHnap ^L^igbc^. . This prc^ofal w^ 
bighiy refented by Tiberius, wh^^ii^.h^ letter jto the fenate, 
attacked G^ilUo. with great; wairpvtbj den^anding, ^«if. he 
bad been prefen^.what buiinejl^ b^d-r'Gallip with^lh^ fol- 
diers, whofe duty^it was to Qbf<?ry€|:pply the orders of the 
^mpcror, and from the emperor alo^e to receive their re- 
wards? G^Uio, indeed, meaptto fla^ttex;; bfU Tib^rhishigh-r 
ly refenting that rnot ion, .M^hich,. he afii^med^tti^nded to 
corrupt the military difcipline, and.feduce the minds of the 
fgldiers, ^he was^inftantly expelled the fenate, andtianiihed 
Italy. He cbofe the iiland of,Ldbos for the place of bis 
baniOnnent ; but the fenate, thinking his exile.wpuld be too 
cafy there, put him under cbfe- confinement, in the boufe 
of a magidrate.^ Such was the reward of his bafe battery. 
At the fame time the emperor demanded the death of Scx- 
tius Paconianus, /who had confpired with Sejanus to com- 
pafs the ryin of Caligula ; but h^. efcaped^ by msiking an 
ample difcovery of the plot, and naming all who 'were con- 
cerned in it . Among thefe Wds Latinius Latiaris, of whofe 
dctcftable charafter we have already fpoken. He was one 
of the moft abandoned informers, in Rome, and had pro- 
Cured the deflruftion of many iHuftrious citizens ; but now 
met his jufl fate, beinp^, to the great joy of the whole city, 
condemned and executed. 

The next pcrfon accufed was Cotta Mcflalinus, the moft 
forward man in the fenate to gratify, on all occafions, the 
cruelty of Tiberius', and therefore univerfally bated. He 
was charged with having fpoken contemptuoufly (A) of Ca* 

ligula, 

fR) He had traduced Cafi- dalous del^aucheries, ava pathio, 
gula, as guilty of the moil fcan- as one deftitute of all ifaaine and 

modeily : 
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ngub) LIvia Augufta, and of Tiberius bimfelf ; and the 
charge wa^ proved by men of the firil rank In Rome. Cottar 
Appealing to Tiberius, a letter was foon after brought from 
him, in behalf of the criminal ; wherein, after relating the 
beginniii^ of his friendfliip with Cotta, and his many good 
fcrvices tb h,imfelf, he befought the fathers not to wreit in- 
to crimes words perverlly conflrued, and humorous tales 
told at ^n 'entertainment (S). In confequence of this in- 
terpoiition, the fathers not only difcharged Cotta, but in* 
fli^ed on Csecilianus the fenator, who was the chi^f evi- 
dence againft him, the fame punifliment which had been 
formerly decreed againft the accufers of Lucius Arruntius^ 
one of the moft virtuous men in Rome^ but what this pu- 
niihment was, wc find no where recorded p. 

While moft men were renouncing the charafter of friends 
to Sejanus, a Roman knight, named Marcus Terentius, be- 
ing accufed on this accpunt, owned the charge before the, 
feaate, in the following fpeecb, which deferyes to be re- 
corded : " It would perhaps be more wife in me, confcript nt nobU 
fathers, to deny than to acknowlege the crime with which ^^^*rf 

p T^cil. Ann* lib, vi< cap* 3*— lo. Suet lib. iii. cap. 67. ' Ttremtius* 

4,1 

modeHy : in celebrating among ter was very remaiicable ; for he 
the prieds the birth-day of Li- introduced it with the following 
via, the emperor's mother, he .words: "'UHiattowritctoyou^ 
had fpoken of her wi(h difre- confcript fathers, or in what 
fpeft, without fparing Tiberius manner to write to you,, at this 
himfelf : in complaining of the time, if I know, may all the 
^eat fway which Manius Lepi- gods doom me to greater ago- 
dus and Lucius Arruntius, with nies than thofe under which I 
whom he had a fuit about mo- feel rayfelf daily periftiing !** 
]i£y, bore in the fenate, he had Such were the horrors that 
faid, ** They, indeed, will be haunted him, "even among the 
fupported by tb^ fenate, but I rocksofCaprese; though ha td- 
by my little Tiberius," Thefe ly acceffiblc to men,, yet they 
were the crimes alleged againft .could not keep off the avenging 
him; and to any other the charge furies that purfucd him, nor, 
would have proved fatal; biJt as' infure his tranquility 'T&is 
be ftudied iniivery thing to ^ra- ' great prince, this r6vereign of 
tify the cruel temper of Tibe- Rome, with his numerous ar- 
rius, and was the author, as our mies, with his prsetorian bands, 
htftorian tells us, of almoft every and his unlimited power, was 
bloody couniel, the emperor in-hourly fearof fecretaflaffins, 
took him under his protection, inqeffantly racked by his own 
and fhewed that. mercy to him,, lapprehenfions ; andconfequcnt*. 
>yhich he would have denied to ly, with all the dignity of cro« 
the moft worthy man in the pire, the moft miferable being 
fenate. ' , in his dominions. 

j[S) The beginning of his let- 

Z 4 I am 



j>44 ' ^^ Reman Bifiory. 

• ' » 

lam charged i but whatever be the refult* I^calIlnot9 Iwift 
not, deny it. I therefore own, and pubUcly declare^ thjit 
I was one ofSejanus's friends; that I courted and fought 
his friendfhip ; that I gloried in it, after I bad gained it» 
jlnd what wonder that I did fo ? I faw Sejanus joined 
with his father in the command of the {yrsetorlan guards^ 
and next governing the ftate and the foldiery, both as a 
minifter and a general : his kinfmeu and friends were raifed 
to the firft employments ; as every man was in credit with 
Scjanus, he was favoured by Tiberius j fuch, on the conv 
trary, as incurred his difpleafure, were perfecuted without 
mercy. Of this I need not give any inftancesw Sfjanua 
therefore the Volfinian wa$ not the man we cou^tedj hut Se-* 
janus engrafted into the Claudian and Julian fanyliess Se* 
janus, * your fon-in^law, O Caefar 1 your colleague io the 
confulfhip, your favourite, and« under you> >charged with 
the adminiftration of the empire. It does npt belong to ua 
to Judge, who he is whom you think fit to raiib above the 
reli, nor on what confiderations you have raifed him* To 
you the gods have left the fuprenie difpoial pf all things, 
and to us the glory of obedience. We only behold the out- 
ward appearance of things} we perceive upom whom you 
beftow wealth ajnd honours, to whom you truft the grcateft 
gower of relieving or opprcffing us, which no man can deny 
scjanus to have had : out to pry into' the fecret thoughts of 
the prince, and thedefigns which he induftrioi^fiy concealst 
is both unlawful and dangerous. Let us not, con(cript fa* 
thers, fix our thoughts on the laft day of l^janus, but re- 
member him for the fpace of fixte6n years ) daring whtdi 
time we adored fuch of his retainers at Satrius and Pompo* 
nius, and efleemed it a great honour to be ac^uai^ted with 
bis porters and freed men. I fpeA here of thiyfe only who 
were guihlefs of hi« laft dcfigns. Let thofe be punifhed, 
who confpired with him againft the ftate, who were privy 
to his wicked attempts upon the life pf the prince \ tiothing 
ean be more juft : but as for us, who are charged only.wim 
* offices of friendfhip, and inftances of benevolence towards - 
S'janus, you cannot condemn us/QCsefars wubout cob« 
demning, at the fame time, yourfelf." 

The freedom of this fpeech, and the joy that <»ie was at. 

laO: found, who had ooura^ enough to declare aloud wkat 

they all thought in their hearts, had fuch a powerful t&t6t 

nvko h ah' upon the minds of the fathersi that Terentiiss was abfblved, 

fikrfd. and his accufers, for this and other crimes, were condemn* 

ed^ fome to banishment, and others to death \ Tiberius 



s Tacit. Ann. lib. vi, cap. %j 9. 
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hlfhfelf approved of the proceedings of the feaate on this 
occafion^ probably not daring to oppofea ixuih fpoken with 
fuch liberty, and lb generally applauded ; but what induced 
liim to diflembk an affront offered him, at this time, by L*. 
Sejjtnu^ the pra^r, probably one of t^e difgraced minifterV 
kinfmei^ is no eafy matter to guefs ^ for the praetor, in tbe 
(bews.wbich he exhibited in virtue of bis pfpce, employed 
filch only as v(rere bald ; and difpofed five thoufand boyi^ 
s^l ihaved, with .torches in their handfi» to light the (peda-p 
tors home. No perfon doubted but this was done to deiMc 
Tiberius, wbo was bald; but, oeverthelefs, he took iiq 
xi[U>re notice pf it tbaa if be bad never beard of the inei*. 
dpnt ^ X 

]SIext came letters from Tiberias againft Sextus Veftitius^ 
formerly prastor, whom. Tiberius had long fince admitted 
into his friendfliip, from refpe£l to his brother Drufui, to ^ 

whom Veftilius was exceeding dear. He was accuied o£ 
having compoied a fatire againil Caligula, reproacbiBg him ' 
vvith the lewdpefs of his life. Tiberius K)rbad him his table % a 
diigrace which iQaiFededfaim, that he refolved to deflaroy htm« 
{^, Accordingly, having with a trembling and feeble .hand, 
aa he was very old^ opened his veins, he bound them up, and 
wrote a letter to, (be prince, implariag his mercy ; but Ti^ 
berius returning ^him an angry ajifwery he opened them 
:^in, and bled to death. Not even won^n efcaped the 
emperor's fury % as they could not be charged with defigns 
of ufurping the fovereign power, their tear$ were made 
treafonable; and Vltia» the. mother of C* Fufius Gkminus, 
oonful three years, before, was condemned and executed in 
her old age, for lamenting the death of her fon, condemn* TibiHut 
ed by the fenate* Neither did Tiberius fpare his own jacrificu 
friends; for he facrificed Vefpularius Flaccus and Julius ^<{^w» 
Marinus, two of his oldeft friendsi who had followed him A^****^ 
tx) Rhodes^ and even attended him at Capreao. The former 
had a&ed a chief part in the trial ai^d condemnation of libo 
Drufus ; and the latter had been employed by Sejanus to 
procure the ruin of Curtius Atticus This year died Lu- Lucius Fif% 
cius Pifo, who, being Cubftituted to Taurus Statilius in the ^^* 
government of Kome, difcharged that important office with 
fuch fidelity, that, by a decree of the fenate, he was dif» 
tingttifbed with a pubfic funeral. He had obtained a tri- 
umph for his warlike exploits in Thrace, was univerfally 
efteertied and beloved, and neverthelefs died, in the eigh- 
tieth year of his agCs by the courfe of nature ; a rare things 
^S our billorian obferves, in a man of great parts, and ol 

.' Bio, lib. Iviiif p. 633. 

fuch 
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ftwh an illoftrioiis defcent*. A' motion was .afterwardi 
niade in the fenatc byK^inSilianus, tribune of tbe people^ 
concerning a book of the Sibyl, which Caninius Gallus^ 
one of the college- of fifteen, had ititreated mighty be re- 
iteived- arnong the reft of. that prophetefs. The decree 
paiFed without oppofition ; but Tiberius^ in a letter to the 
fenate, defired, that the book might firf^bie^ examined' by 
the quit^decimvirs. 

This year the dearth of com occafioned fome commo- 
tionr^in the city, the people urging their wants in the thca*^ 
tre with- great freedom, or rather liceiltitfufnefs. Tiberius, 
a)arme^*kt -their be^dnefs; cenfured, in a meflage to the fe- 
nate, both them, and the magiftrates for not quelling, by 
their authority, the mutihous populance. This reproach 
ftimuhted Ihe fathers'- to pit^ a fevere edid againft rioters. 
Other or- irtdfucb a€ difturbed the public tranquility. Aboiit the end 
rai^nments ^f the year,- Geminus, Pbfnpeius, and Julius Celfus, all 
J^/*'^"" Romaft knights, were arraigned of treafo*, and condemned. 
GemtiHis was indeed one of Sejanus's frieiidsj^ but had never 
been rrufted by him with^ his private ^efigns ; however, - he 
wds executed with Pompeijis : butGdfus, by ftretching his 
chain <Mrer his head-, and ft raining wifh' grfeat violence againflr 
br^e-' his -neck, and efcaped the itifamy of « public ex- 
ecution ''* This year Tiberius, having croBed the channel 
between Capre» and Surrentum, failed aloWg the coaft of 
Gamplnia, and, entcrirtg the Tiber, as if he defigncd to 
proceed to Rome, came as-far as the gardens on that rivci^ 
baving fif ft poftcd guards all along the hanks, to keep off 
the multitude ;, but he advanced no farther, being afhamed 
ef his cruelties and abominable lufts, and impatient to re^ 
tum to his gloomy rOcks and beloved folitude, where he 
rioted, without check or controul^j in the moft infamous 
and unnatural debaucheries \ 

The next confuls were, Servlus Sulpicius Galba (T) and 
L. Cornelius Sylla Felix. This year Tiberius difpofed of 

his 



ttMl 



» Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 10, 
t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi, cap, r^, 14. 
in Tib. cap. 7a. 



IT. DiOy lib. Iviit. p. 631. 
. « Idem ibid. cap. 1. Suet. 



(T) Servius Sulpicius Galba 
was afterwards raifed to the ecci- 
pire. Suetonius obierves, that 
he fucceeded^ in the confulfliip, 
Cn. Domitius, the father of 
Nero; and was fuoceeded by 
Salvius Otho, the father of the 
emperor of the fame name. As 



the name of O^ho is not marked 
in the confular tables, Onu- 
phrius, Caiiiodorus, and tb^ 
learned cardinal Noris, con- 
clude, that he was fubdituted 
to Galba. Lucius Vitcllius, 
one of the following year's con- 
fuls, was father to Aulus Vi- 

tellius, 
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Uf two grand-daughters,' who were now of age> ^eftowhig 
|I>ruClIa on Lucius Caifius, apd Julia on Marcus Vinicius* 
Op this occafion he., dispatched to the fenate a (hort com<- 
xnipiidation of the young men; ^en touching upon the; 
caufes pf his ahfence, ai)d. the hatred and ill-will he had^, 
drawi} upon bimfelf Uy his zeal for the republic, he deiiredf 
that Marco,, conmvandcfr of the prsetoriap guards, with fom^. Tiberius 
few tribunes and .centurioins, might alwa^ys attend him intO' (^man sa 
the fenate* The fathers readily granted hiwi bis req.ueft^ * 
without any limitation either to the number or condicion of 
th^ guards who were to, accompany hiin.v.: and they de*; 
creed) that whenever tb^ prin|ce came to this fen ate, ail the: 
fep^tgrs ihould be fearcbed^ to prevent their carrying arm% 
VP^pi' their robes ^« But notwithftanding the precaution^ 
Tiberius never appeared in the fenate^nor entered the walti^ 
of Kojoiei though ^^xame fometinies to the very gate$, for^ 
the xcisfSi part by^iplitacyr and by- ways,. ai)d the^ retreated, 
with muchprecij;utati^.;. Great diilMrbances being raifed, 
byjfhe debtors, ^tlje en^eror, to yield fome relief, declared,^ 
that l^^.wpuld l^nd a hundred thoufand great fefterces, for 
ibc t|;rrxf;^f ^hree, years, . without imeieft^ provided each 
borrower mortgaged, inland, double the. value of wha.t he 
borrowed r but this g^n^^rofity did not in, the leaft allay the 
pilblic/hatred which, th^ emperor drew upon himfelf by his 
^ruf^ties, many illuftriPcUS perfons being this year condemn- 
ed and executed, and, many others baniflied, upon the mod 
gjroundlefs fufpicion§(iU}r c 

• * 

w T^cjt. AnnaUUb. vi. capi i|. ' Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 633. 

tjjlUus,. who was likewife em- fentenced to exile ; her huf- 

pef6r,'andfucceededOtho. Ta- band, and his father, two men 

citus telh us, that Tiberius hav- of great diftin6tion among the 

ing fent for Galba, during his Greeks, Were both executed ; 

confulfhip, and lifted him upon but het* father, an illuftrious 

&veral ftibjeds, he, at lait, told Roman knight, and her brother^* 

him in, Greek, that one day he , once prastor, prevented their ex* 

ihould tafte^ of empire, fignify- ^cution by -a voluntary death, 

ing thereby his ihort fovereign- . The crime laid to their charge 

ty (2). was, that Macrina's hufband be- 

(U) Among thefe^ Confidius ing defcended from Theopha^ 

Proculus, while, void of all ap- nes, who had been one of the 

prehenfion, he was celebrating confidants of Pompey the Great, 

his birth-day, was fuddenly ac- they had all paid divine honours 

Gufed of treafon, hurried to the to that illuftrious Greek. The 

fenate, condemned, and exe- death of Sextus Marius, the 

cuted. Pompeia Macrina was moft wealthy roan in Spain, re* 

(2} Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 20. 

flefted 
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So many bloody executions, hftftcW -of fttfalSng, fennfcd 

ofily to inflame Tiberm^« crucky ; fof 1*f 8 year life e<nh- 

Jigmtral nitinded all thofe to be pot to death,* wiAottt dtHJiidiOin of 

wufgacre^ fex oT age, who were confihed ond^ atctrfatiofi of ^ny at- 

*i^««««V tachmem to Sejantw f ; mfomuch tbat t>jremy welt; e^ecuteii 

fi^^''^' on one' day, aiid aiiiongthem feverrfl '♦romen and cfaiU)i''ifeti ; 

tiieir bodies were cxpofed on rite Scahc Gemoni^, firom 

. Aence, with iron books, dragged thtough the city, and then 

tiirowti into the Tiber, The butchery, fays Tacitus, -wait. 

dreadful and gerteral; fhc carcafes erf the noble and ignoble 

lay cKpofed to thte ftin ; thofeof every fee and age feathered 

ftp and down, or ignominioufly thi'own together in heaps ; 

t^^lt fttrvifing frifends were not allowed to approach them, 

to bewail, or creA behold them ; bttt h>and the d^d, guards 

were placed tts wtrtteh the countenances, and obferte the 

appearance of grief.* When the bodiel bc^an to ptttrify^ 

mey were dragged to the Tiber, where they floated, or were 

driren apon di<5 banks, no mart d^Kng-tO burn t>r touch 

them, the force of fear having cttt iSF^l ihtercourfeof bo* 

manity, and baniftred every fymptom of pity and tenderncfs** 

Among the reft who penftied thi^ year were three of tbe 

moft illirflfriotts ' pi^rfons of the fempire, Afit^ns <3allos» 

I>ftiftis the foh of Oermanicus, and -the celebrated Agri|K 

nedtaik ptna. Afetxas Gallus was the fotr bf - the famous Ailnios 

•fAfmus FolUo, one of Auguftus's chief fiWorites, andmarrtett 

Gatlmu Vipfania the daughter of Agrippa, after Tiberias had xfi* 

vorccd her, to marry Julia : fo that biS children were brtJU 

thers to Dmfus, whom Tiberius had by Vipfania, nephews 

to Agrippina, ^^d nearly related to the CaefarS. Tiberius 

bad long detefted him, on account of his marrying VipCsi- 

nia, but, with his ufual diflimula^on, concealed bis hatred 

till this period, wh^n Gallus being, we know not a1)0ttt 

what bufmefs, difpatcbed to hioa by the fenate, he received 

bim in a mod obligii^g msinn^y but, at the faa»e time, 

wrote to the fenate^ requiring his condemnation ; fo thfttthe 

very day he was cntertaMned as a familiar friend at the em«» 

S^tor's table at Capr^ae, he was condemned as a traitor at 
ome, and a praetor was font to fee the fentence put in cxc* 

y Ta«tt. Ann. Mb. vi. ^ap. >9* ' Idem ibid. 

flexed great dlfgrace upon Ti* kmnenfe richet had occafiooed 

berius ; for though he was ac** his niin ; and, indeed, not wirh- 

eiifed of inoell with hfs daugh- out goadgrounds, Tiberius hav- 

ler, and for that criine« as was ing, afixr his condemnation, ap« 

pretended, thrown headbng pr<^risited to hirafelf his mines' 

from the Tarpeian rock, yet it of gold, though forfeited to the 

was commonly bdicvcd, that Uls pvtbUc* 

cutioo. 
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etttion. Howerer,. tb«, inkuman tyrant woatd not allows 
him. to be immediatslf ddfpatched, but caufed him to be 
kept under clo& CQniin«ment> no one being fuffisred to 
come near hlm» except his guarc^, left he fhouM, by a 
iFoluntairy death, pat an end to his jniferies. He periihed 
at length:, after three years painfulr confiiMment, through 
famine. The pleafure of the emperor being confulted, 
whether he would fufer him to be baried, he waa not 
afha^ned to reckon his allowing the lafi offices to be paid to 
him a^ a particular favour *. 

Drufus was condemned by the emperor to be ftarved ; Ths dtdtk 
hut protra£bd his life nine days, by feeding, for want ^/ Drufms^ 
of other fuftenance, on the flocks of hi« bed. The in* f^^A^g^ 
human monfter^ not fatiated with the death of his ffrand« dal^u^ he^ 
fon^ purlued hinfi even beyond the grave with cruel invcc* havi^ur^ 
tives 9 and, in a* letter to the fenate, charged him with "^i^erim i9 
fnany heinous crimes^ ordering, at the fame time, the "^"^ 
minutes of his words and afkions to be read ; which had 
loog and daily been regtftered by perfons expreily appoint* 
ed to obfenre his looks, and watch ail liis adbions^ and 
note dow4i every expreffion,. every ccmipkint, he uttered^ 
The recital of this journal filled all who heard it with hor* 
for : and, indeed, that a grandfather ihould appoint perfens 
to notice all the a£lions, (hould have all the weakneues, or 
crimes, of his gVandfon, regiftered by fecret fpies, and 
dius escpofed to the world, argues fucfa treachery and meaiii* 
ne&, as would hardly be credited, were it not attefted by 
the moft eminent writers of antiquity. Tacitus quotes the 
letters of Adius the cen^non, and Didymus the freedman, 
declaring particularly the names of the flaves appointed to 
abufe and provoke Drufus, with the feveral parts they a£t:« 
ed, in order to extort from him complaints againft Tibe« 
rius« The centurion to whofe cuftody he was committed, 
being- introduced to the leaate, repeated, in the prefence 
of the fathers, his outrageous language to the young 
prince ; with t^e words uttered by that unforttmate yoatb^ 
while fufiering under the agonies of hnnger. 
' He told tl^m that Drufus^ at firft, pretending to bt 
diftradiedy vented, in the ftyle of a madman, difmal im« 
precations againft Tibet ius ; but afterwards, finding his 
doom inevitable, he invoked, with great deliberation and 
fedatenefs, the vengeance of the gods, befeeching them, 
that„ as Hberius had mafTacred his daughter-in-law, his 
nephew, bis grand^cbildcen^ and filled with flaughter hi$ 

whole houfb) fothey would^ la juftke to the anceftors of 

• 

* Tacit. Ana. lib. «j. cap. »3. Dio^ libi lviii» p- Sas> 
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the dam, in juftice to their pofierity, avenge oh tliis nialt 
of blood fo many cruel and barbarous murders. The fena'* 
tors, hearing the centurion* broke out into loud exclama* 
tions, as if they detefted thofe imprecations ; but they ^rere 
ftruck with amazement, in hearing the detail of the bar-^ 
barities pradlifed by the emperor's orders upon his grand* 
fon **. 

The death of the fon was followed by that of the mother^ 
which happened on the feventeenth of 0£kober. Agrippina 
had been confined before the difgrace of Sejanus, aftef 
whofe execution ihe hoped Tiberius w6uld ufe her and ber 
fon Drufus with more humanity-; bm finding him no Icfs 
implacable than before, (he ended ber miferiesi by abftain« 
ing.from all food (X) The emperor obferved toHhe fenate^ 
that (he died on the fame day on which Sejanus had been 
executed, two years before ; adding that fach a day ought 
to be particularly diilinguiihed : nay, he boafted of his 
clemency, fmce he had not caufed her to be ftrangled, and 
her body to be expofed on the Scalac Gremoniae, and thence 
dragged to the Tiber. For this inftance of mock-mercy the 
fenate folemnly thanked him, and, decreed, that, on the 
feventeenth of 0£lober, the day of the death of Agrippina 
and Sejanus, a yearly offering ihould be confecrated to Ju-* 
piter Capitolinus ior ever ^. 

. The death of Agrippina procured that of her declared 
enemy Flancina,the widow' of Cneius Pifo. She was guilty 
of many other crimes, befides that which was laid to ber 
charge^ of poifoning Germanicus. When her hufband fell« 
ihe was protected by the folicitations of Livia, and alfo by 
the animofityof Agrippina, whom the fpiteful Tiberius 



b Tacit. Ann. lib.yi. cap. &)» S4. 
Suet, in Tiber, cap. 53, 



c Idem ibid. cap. 25, t6. 



(X) Suetonius tells us, that, 
"^iicT (he had tuken a refolution 
to itarve herfelf, Tiberius cauf- 
ed her mouth to be opened, and 
oourilhment to be crammed 
down her throat. But Tacitus 
quefHons whether &ie abftained 
voluntarily from all food, or syas 
denied it by Tiberius's orders ; 
and a report was afterwards 
l])read, that death had been her 
own choice. Be that as it will, 
her death did nor put an end to 
the malice and cruelty of the 



outrageous tyrant, who chaiged 
her with feveral abominable 
crimes, efpecially with adultery, 
as if flie had maintained a cri- 
minal correfpondence with Afi- 
nius Gailus; and, upon hn 
death, became weary of lifct 
But Agrippina's chara^er, and 
known chaftity, fufficiently 
cleared her from all imputa« 
tions of that nature; for (he 
had facrificed, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, to a manly ambition, all 
the pai£ons and vices of her fex. 



would 
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,t90ul4 not gratjlfy with the death ofa'perfon whom fliie ab^ 
horrcd : but as there was now no farther room for favour 
or hatred, juilice prevailed \ and Plancina, being accufed PUntina 
of crimes long (ince fufficicntly proved, executed, with.her defroys 
pw^n hand, that vengeance' which was rather too late than ^^fiif* 
too fevere. No^withftanding the pleafure Tiberius cook in 
deftroying the moil illuilrious families in Rome, yet he 
was fenfibly afFe^^ed with the death of Cocceius Nerva, The death 
though it was entirely owing to his cruelty. He was one of of Cue- 
the mod learned civilians in Rome, had been conful twelve ^'''" ^^^' 
years before, had attended Tiberius to. Capreae, and was in *^ 
bigh. favour with bim ; fo that he bad no reafon to be weary 
X)f life: but jthough thus in full profperity of fortune, in 
perfe£l vigour of bqdy« he refolved to die, and accordingly 
refufed all nouiifhment. Tiberius, having learnt his de- 
iign, did all that lay in his power to difluade him from put- 
ting it in execution-; examined his motives i and defcend- 
ed even to intreaties, declaring, that it would be a great 
affliction to him | that it would refle£): difgrace upon him, 
and tarnifh hisr reputa,tion, if one of his moil intimate 
Jfriends, his infeparable companion, ihould thus ihew him- 
felf weary of life. Notwithftanding the remoniltances and 
intreaties of Tiberius, Nerya periiiled in his purpofe, and 
iCnded his life by'abftinence **. 

This year Claudia, daughter to Marcus Sil'anus, a fenator 
diilinguiihed by his illuilrious birth, and great eloquence* 
was married to Caius Caligula, the only furviving fon of 
Germanicus. The people were no leis pleafed with this 
marriage than diifatisiied with that of Julia, the daughter 
of Drufus, and widow of Nero: ihe debafed hcrfelf by 
marrying Rubellius Blandus, whofe grandfather was a 
.native of Tibiir, and only a Roman knight ®. 

This year, the thirty-^third of the common sera, and nine- Yr. of FI. 
teenth of Tiberius's reign, our Saviour was crucified, ac- .**!?'• 
cording to the opinion of the beil chronologers- Phlegon^ \5^Q *7lt^ 
^he emperor Adrian's freedman, who wrote fixteen books * ' * 
of the Olympiads, fpeaks of the darknefs which happened Cknft cm* 
at his death. He fays, " There happened the greateii and cifid* 
moil remarkable eclipfe that ever had been known : at the 
(ixth hour the day was fuddenly turned into night, info* 
much that the ilars were feen : at the fame time an earth- 
quake in Bithynia overturned many houfes in the city of 
Nice/* This darknefs, which Phlegon calls an .echpfe» 
happened, according to him, in the ^urth year of the tw,o 

^ Tacit. Ana* lib< vi. cap. 26. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 17* 

hundred 



Several 
perfont or- 
raigned. 



hundred ix\A fecond Olympiad^ which ended aliotit tli€ 
middk of the prcfcnl year ^ 

In the following year, when l^smtus l^abius Perficus, or^ 
as fome call him, Prifias, and L. Viteliras, were confiilsi 
many cm men t perfotis fell, ckhcr by their own handsy of 
thofe of the public execationer: among the reft Pomponius 
Labeo, and Marcus 'l£milfus Scaurus ) the former, once 
governor of Mocfia, being charged with maladmtntftmlion, 
and other crimes, prerentcd condemnation by opening his 
▼cins, his wife Paxea following his example ; the latter, an 
able orator, a man of an illuftrious defeent, but a pnofefied 
debauchee, was accufed by Servilius and ComeKus of 
adultery with Livia the widow of Drufus, and of 'offering 
magical facrifices : but bis true crime was, the hatrd 
Macro bore him; for Macro, who was, at that time, as 
much in favour with Tiberius, and no Ms vindiflive than 
Sejanusxhad been, informed the emperor, that Staunis, in 
a tragedy >vhich he had compofed, defcribed him, and 6\U 
playSl his Cruelties, under the name of Atreus. . The pre- 
tended criminai, before fentence was paffed, hid violent 
hands on himfelf, encouraged to fuicide by his wife, who 
died with' htm ». Senriltu^ and Cornelias, his accufersy 
were fbon after bantflied into different iflands, fdr accept- 
ing a bribe, to drop the profecution which they bad begun 
againft Varins Ligur. Abudius Rufo likewife^ formerly 
s^ile, was himfetf condemned, and driven out of Rome, 
while he attempted to effed the condemnation of Lentnlia 
GetuFicus, under whom he had commanded a legion, be« 
caufe he had efpoufed his daughter to a foh of .Sej^mus. 

GretuHcus was, at this time, commander of the legions 
fn Upper (Jermany, and' by them extremely beloved, for 
his great mildnefs and clemeney: he was likewife ac> 
ceptaWe to the legions of Lower Germany, in conXderation 
of their general Apronhis being his father-in-law. Hence 
Wrlraki ^^ ^'^^ generally believed to have written to Tiberius that, 
Ittrrrtv not by his own inclination, but by his adyice, he had fought 
lktf9rh$r the alliance of Scjanus 5 that he had been as liable to be 
dieceived as^ Tiberius ; and that it was not reafonable, a fauk 
contmon to both fliouM pafs unblamed in one, and be 
puniihcd in another. He added, that he had hiAerto nt- 
- violably maintained the alFegiance he owed fchn; and that 
he would continue unshaken in his fidelity to the hft, pro- 
vided TiQ dark pbts were framed againft him ; but that he 
wouM' confldcr sr fiieccflbr as- the meficnger of death : and 
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tlierrfbre, that tliey fhoald form an agreement between 
them 5 by \^hich the prince' fhould enjoy the reft of the em* 
toire, and he always retain his province. This bold meafure, ~ 
nowevei- fnrpifine, was believed, becaafe, of all thofc who 
were attached to SejantTs, Getuliciis alone efcaped unhurt, 
and contirtued in favour to the laft. Tiberius, fenfible that 
he was unrverfally hated, and that his authority was fup- 
ported more by reputatiTon than by force, durft not venture 
to attack a man who had both fufficient power and courage 
to defend himfelf ^. 

It was in the courfe of this year, if we believe Dro Caflius, Jl c^nnut^ 
or according to Tacitus, four years before this period, that f^^* ^^^^ 
a certain adventurer afTumed the name of DVufus the fon of •/"'• 
Germanicus. He firft appeared in the Cyclades, and footi 
after on the continent, attended by many of the emperor's 
freedmen, and by great crouds of people, who flocked to 
him from all parts. Poppseu's Sabinus, governor of Greece, 
and alfo of Macedon, where he was at that time, hearing 
the account, haftened to Nicopolis, a Roman coiony, to 
obviate the evil confequences of fuch a report. There he 
learned, that this counterfeitDrufus, being carefully examin- 
ed, had declared himfelf tobe the fon of Marcus Silanus; 
and that, many of his followers falling off, he had embark- 
edi as if he defigned to fail to Italy. Tacitus relates nothing 
'farther concerning the origin, or ifliie, of that affair ' (Y). 

In the following confulfhip of Ceftius Gallus and M. 
Servilius Noniamis, the domeftic evils continued, the cru- 
elty of Tiberius being neither appeafed by time, or the in- 

^ Tacit* Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. ^ Idem lib. v. cap. 10. 

(Y) Tacitus tells us, that in juft before its death, a nefl in 

the confulfhip of- Pabiua and its native land, upoji which it 

Vitellius, after many ages, the fheds a generative ^ power j 

phoenix appeared in Egypt. He whence fpnngs up a young one, 

lays it is a creature facred to the whofe firft care, when grown 

fun ; and that, as to its beak up, is to bury its father. This 

and feathers, it differs from all it does not undertake uoadvif* 

other birds ; but, as to the edly, but firft tries its ftrength, 

length of its life, relations vary, by gathering, and carrying a 

The common opinion is, that great, way, loads of myrrh. , 

It lives five hundred years ; but When it finds itfelf equal to 

there are not wanting fome' who the burden, and fit for a long 

extend its life to 1461. Ac- flight, it takes upon its back its 

cording to tradition, the true father's body, carries it to the al- 

phoenix, having completed a tar of the fun, and there burns 

certain coUrf^ of years, builds, it (1). 

(1) Taciti Ann. lib. vi. cap. aSi 
Vol. XII. A a numerable 
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numerable vi£liins he had already facrificeH : he ftill {iur> 
fued, with frefh ragey ftale and dubious imputatiohSy^unilh^ 
ing them as recent, heinous, and proved crimes (Z); In 
the end of the year died Poppxus Sabinus, who had been 
conful under Auguftus, had acquired triumphal honours, 
and governed during the fpace of twenty-four years the two 
Mocfias ; to which governments Tiberius had added, in the 
fecond year of his reign, Macedon and Achaia ^. 
Siveral j^ ^^ following year, Q^Plautius and Sextus Papinius 

f^nf'Tc' Allenius being confuls, Lucius Arufcius, and feveral others> 
iw ffhM p«t were condemned, and executed. Such executions \v^ere 
/0 iUoih. now become fo frequent and familiar, that they were very 
little regarded ', but that of Vibulenus Agrippa, a Roman 
fcntght, (truck every perfon with terror and amazement- 
After his accufers had finiflied their pleadings agamft hiniK 

i 

k Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 38, 39. Dio, p. 637. 

(Z) The moft diftinguilhed were debarrred the honour of 
pcrfons who perilhed this year, burial ; their bodied were pub- 
were Fulcinius Trio, Granius licly expofed to the infults of 
Martian us, Tatius Gratianus, the populace, dragged through 
Trebellienus Rufue, and Sex- the (Ireets with iron hooks, ancl 
tins Paconianus* Trio, who thrown into the Tiber. The 
was conful the year in which bodies of fuch as by a voluntary 
Sejanus was executed, being ac- death prevented condemnation, 
cuied of having been privy to were interred ; their wills re- 
the treacherous deligns of that mained in force ; and their 
minifler, made his lafl will ; in eflates devolved to their chil- 
which he compiled a long dren (i). Tatius Gratianus, 
charge of Iniquities and dread- who had been praetor, was for 
ful invectives againft Macro, the fame charge fentenced to 
and the emperor's chief freed- death, and alio Trebellienus 
men, not iparing the prince Rufus^ who had been likewife 
himfelf, whom he ftyled an old prsetor, and formerly appointed 
dotard, and, on account of his by the fenate guardian to the 
long abfence, a defpicable exile, fons of Cotys, king of Thrace ; 
Granius Martianus, the fena- but he prevented condemnation 
tor, being charged with treafon by a voluntary death. Paco- 
by Caius Gracchus, laid violent nianus, who had been chofen 
^ hands on himfelf. No wonder, by Sejanus to contrive the over- 
that voluntary deaths (hould be throw of Caligula, was, after 
fo common at Rome; for all three years confinement, ftrang- 
thofe who fell by the hand of led in prifon, forverfes made 
the executioner forfeited their there againfl Tiberius (2). 
eflates with their lives, and 

(i) Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. a^. Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 630. Suet 
in Tib. cap. 53. (i) Tacit. Annal, lib. vi. cap. 38, 39. Dio. 

he 
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oe pulled out*poifon, which he had concealed utlderhis 
gown^ and fwailowed it in open fenate. He immediately 
fell ; but, neverthelefs, was haftily dragged by the liftora 
to the dungeon, where, though ready to expire, he was 
ftrangled by the common executioner. Gaius Galba, a 
confular, and brother to the emperor of this name, with 
the two Blsefi, fell by their own hands ; Galba, upon the 
receipt of a lettet from the emperor, forbidding him to caft 
lots for the government of a province ^ and the Blaefi, be- 
caufe Tiberius bellowed their priefthoods, as vacant digni- 
ties, upon others ; this hint they took as a fignal of death, 
and obeyed it. 

Tigrancs, grandfon to Herod king of Judaea by his fathef 
Alexander, and to Archelaus king of Cappadocia by his mo- 
ther Glaphyra ', who had hirafclf reigned fome time in Ar-* 
noenia, was accufed like a private citizen, and, without any 
regard to the royal dignity, condemned, and executed, with 
the other pretended criminals^ This prince, and his elder 
brother Alexander, had renounced the Jewifh, and em« 
braced the Pagan religion ^ in complaifance to their grand- 
father Archelaus. Agrippa their couGn-german was, in 
the month of September, dragged to prifon, loaded with 
chains, and kept under clofe confinement, till the death of 
tTiberius. 

The fame y6ar, the dity fufFered greatly by an inundation 
ttf the Tiber, and by fire, which burnt down that part of 
the circus which was contiguous to Mount Aventine, .and 
all the buildings on the mount ufelf. Tiberius paid the Thegtne* 
value of the houfes dcftroyed, and expended, in this bounty, ^/()' *f 
a hundred thoufand great fefterces. To make an eftimate ^'*'j^^** ^ 
of every man's lofs, he appointed his four fons-in-law, ^ r^^^ ' 
Cneius Domitius, Caflius Longinusi Marcus Vinicius, and 
Rubellius Blandusf afEfted by rubllus Petronius, nominated 
by the confuls ". . 

The next confuls, and the tail under Tiberius, were 
Cneius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius Nigrinus, 
or, as Suetonius calls him, Niger. The emperor was now 
in the feventy-eighth year of his age, without having been 
ever once indifpofed fince his acceflion to the empire^ 
though he negle£ted, and was eveii ufed to ridicule, the * 
rules and prefcriptions of phyficians, and fuch as, after the 
age of thirty, wanted to be informed by them what helped 
or hurt their conflitutions. At length he was taken ill at 7'iberlusis 
Aftura, between Antrum and Cerceii, jas he was return- '^^^* ^^* 

1 Jofeph. Antiq. tH>. xviii. cap. 7. * Tacit. Aon. lib. vu 

cap. 4.5. DiO|lib. Iviii. p. 63S. 

Aa a. ing 
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ing to Caprese from tlie neighbourhood of Rome. ttoi¥'» 
ever, he proceeded to Circeii, where, to diilemble his indi£« 
pofition, he not only aflifted at the military games. But 
even threw darts, and killed a boar with his own hand. 
Froifi Circeii he advanced to Mifenum; and finding his 
ftrength began to fail, took up his refidence in a viUa near 
the promontory which once belonged to the celebrated 
Lucullus. In order to conceal his indifpofition, which w^^ls 
now very vifible, he exerted the fame vigour of mind, the 
fame energy in difcourfe, and even afFeaed fometimts to 
begay»» 

The courfe of executions was not interrupted at Rome 
by the emperor's illnefs. Acutia, once the wife of Publius 
Vitellius, being charged with treafon by Laelius Balbus, was 
condemned. Afterwards Albucilla, who had been married 
^ to Satrius Secundus, a woman infamous for her amours and 

debaucheries, was accufed of devifing charms againft the 
life of Tiberius* In the fame charge was involved, as her 
Lucius At' accomplices and adulterers, Cneius Domitiu8» Vibius Mar- 
runtius ac- fus, and Lucius Arruntius, perfons diilinguiihed by their 
€ufed. birth and employments : but, as the minutes tranfmitted to 

the fenate imported, that Macro had prefided in the exa- 
mination of the witnefles and torture of the flaves, and 
thefe were not accompanied by any letter from Tiberiua 
againft the accufed, the fathers fufpe£led, that, while he 
was ill, the accufations were forged by Macro, an invete- 
rate enemy to Arruntius. However, that brave Roman 
chofe to die ; notwithttanding the entreaties of his friends, 
who reprefented that the emperor's death, which was hourly 
expefted, would deliver him from the prefent danger : he 
anfwered, that there was no profpeS of better times in the 
reign of Caligula, bred up under the tuition and exam- 
ple of the infamous Macro ; he therefore caufed his veins 
IS/ dtaih. to be opened, and bled to death ". 

Such was the end of Lucius Arruntius, a man of il- 
luftrious defcent, great fortune, and extraordinary accom- 
pHfhments. Domitius, by pretending to prepare for his 
defence, and Marfus, by rcfolving to end his life by abfti- 
nence, outlived Tiberius, and efcaped the prefent danger. 
Albucilla, attempted to deftroy herfelf ; but the blow prov- 
ing inefFe<E):ual, flie was, by order of the fenate, dragged to 
prifon, and there executed. Againft the accomplices of 
her debaucheries, it was decreed, that Grafidius Sacerdos, 
formerly praetor, ihould be banifhed to an ifland;.and that 

A Tacit. Ann.' lib. vi. cap. 50, Suet. cap. 71. Jofeph. lib. viii. 
•ap. i. * Tacitf Annal. lib. vi. cap. 4.8. 

Pontius 
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Pontius Fregellanus and Leelius Balbtis, both fenators, 
fliould be degraded. About the fame time Sextus Papi- 
nius, of a confular fanjily, ended his life, bv^ throwing 
himfelf from an cminenee, to avoid the impure folicitations 
of his own mother ; who was thereupon accufed, but only 
baniQied Rome for ten years, till her younger fon had 
pafled the dangers of youth ?♦ 

Tiberius having read, in the journal of the fenate,, that 
fome prifoners had been difcharged, becaufe he had only 
written, that informations were lodged againft them, with- 
out mentioning witneffes, tranfported with rage, refolved to 
return to Capreae, and there, as in a place of fafety, re* 
venge the affront ; but the bad weather, and his diftemper, 
detained him, againft his inclination, at Mifenum ^. How- 
ever, he ftill hoped to overcome his prefent indifpofition, 
depending iipon the prediftions of Thrafyllus, which he 
conddered as fo many oracles (A) : that famous aftrologer^ 

p Tacit, Annal. lib. vi. cap. 49. \ Suet, in Tib. cap. 73* 

(A) Tiberius, during his rCf- he fufpedled the predi^lions of 

tirement at Rhodes, applied any aftrdloger he confulted to 

himielf chiefly to the iluay of be falie, ufed, on his return, to 

judicial aftrology, under the di- throw him into the fea. This 

re6^ion of Thrafyllus, whoic had been the fate of feveral, who, 

ftill in that aft he proved by unlkilled ia the art they pro- 

the following trial : he led him felled, had attempted to impofe 

to a houfe built on the top of upon him with falfepredi^Hons.. 

a fleep rock, by the fea-fide, Thrafyllus, therefore, when the 

and there minutely confulted above mentioned queftion was 

him about various events, put to him, furveying the pofi- 

ThrafyIIu8gavefatisfa6tory an- tions of the ftars, and calculat- 

Iwers to all his quefHons ; aiTur- ing their afpe6ts, began, at firfl, 

ed him that be fliould be foon to hefitate, then to tremble; 

raifed to the empire ; and fore- and the more he meditated, the 

told many revolutions, which more he appeared difmayed 

afterwards happened, as they with wonder and dread : at lad 

had been prcdi<fted, Tiberius, he cried out, that juft then he 

flruck with amazement, alked was threatened with a danger 

him, whether he had calculated very near fatal. At thcfe words 

his own nativity, and could Tiberius congratulated him up- 

thence fcjrefee what was to be- on his forefight of dangers, and 

fal him the fame year, nay, that his fecurity from them ; and 

very day ? The reader is to be thenceforth, effeeming his pre- 

informed, that the way to the dictions as fb many oracles, held 

above mentioned houfe lay crofs him m the rank of hid moil in* 

folitary rocks, and dreadful pre- timate friends ( i )• 
f ipices ; and that Tiberius, if 

(i) Tacit. Annal. lib, vi. cap. 20» 
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having aflured him, that he was to live ten years longefs 
either deceived himfelf, o^: defigned to deceive Tiberius, that 
he might not haften the execution of thofe who were in 
prifon. Many were indebted to Thrafyllus's predi£Ubn for 
their lives \ ; for Tiberius, relying upon it, purfued his former 
courfe of life, without even relinquifliing his fhameful de- 
baucheries, or rnentioning his diftemper to any phyfician : 
however, Chariclcs, an eminent man in that profeffiont^ 
who always attended him, pretending to depart upon fome 
private affair, updt^r the appearance of kifling his hand as 
he went out of the roorn, touched his pulfe. Tiberius, TuC- 
pefting the artifice, inftantly ordered ' the entertainment to 
be ferved up, perfu^ded Charicles to fit down again, and 
continued himfelf at table longer than ufual, as if he meant 
that honour only for a farewel to his friend, but in reality 
to feign health, and hide his weaknefs. When the enter- 
tainment was over, he did not forget his old cuftom ; but 
ftan(}ing in the middle pf the room> with an officer by him i 
he called them all by their names, and took his leave or 
each of the guefts in particular, as if he bad beei^ in per- 
feft health. Neverthelefs, Charicles aflured Macro, that 
the emperor declined apace, and that he could not exift two 
days longer ; hence the whole court was filled vrith cloie 
confultations ; and cxprefles were fent to the generals anc| 
armies *. 

Tiberiu? had no furviving children of his own 5 he had 
ipdeed a grandfon, the fon of Drufus, named Tiberius 
Nero,, and furnamed Gemellus, or the Twin, becaufe born 
at a birth with another, who died in his infs^ncy, Caius, 
furnamed Caligula, was his grandfon too, but only by adop-; 
tion, he being the fon of his nephew Germanicus, whom 
|> puKxkd he had adopted by order of Auguftus. Hence he was at a 
about Jet-- jofs to which of the two he Ihould bequeath the empire. 
The fon of Drufus was nearer in blood, and far more dear 
to him J but too young to govern fpch a inighty empire, be- 
ing at this time in the feventeenth year of his age. Caxus 
>yas in the flower and vigour of youth \ and greatly beloved by 
the people, whjcli wa^ a fufficient motive for his grandfather 
to hate him, In this perplexity, the emperor thought even 
qf Claudius, who was his nephew, and brother to Qerma- 
nicus 5 but th«^* weaknefs of his underftanding fecmed an 
infBrknountableobftacle ; for he had been hitherto reckoned 
incapable of any public employment. To choofc a fuc- 
cefibr from any other family than his own, was difgracing, 
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r Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 638, 
Suet, in Tib. cap. 7a, 73, 
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»ni, in a manneri infttlting the name of the Cxfars, and 
the memoij of Auguftus ; for he had more at heart the 
grandeur oi his race, than the welfare and fecurity oi, the 
Roman date; fo that his mind ftill wavering, and his 
ftrength decaying, he left the imperial dignity to the deci- 
fion of fortune ' (B)^ 

The 

t Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 4^, 



359 



(B) Suetonius aflures us, that 
two years before his death, he 
made his will ; of which there 
were two copies, one under his 
own hand, the other written 
by one of his freedmen ; but 
both to tbe fame purpofe, and 
witnefled by perfons of no rank 
or difHn6tion. By that will he 
left coheirs Caiut his grandfon 
]by Germanicus, and Tiberius 
by Drufus, both ia equal por** 
tions, and fubftituting Uiem 
fucceffiyely (1); fpr Dio Caffius 
cells us in exprefs terms, that 
the prince left the empire, by 
bis laft will, to young Tiberius 
alfo ; that he took care to make 
this his laft difpofition well 
known, and even caufed it to 
be read by Macro in the fe- 
nate (2). Suetonius likewife, 
in his life of Caligula, writes, 
that tbe fenate ana people una* 
nlmouily declared Caligula fole 
emperor, .contrary to the ex- 
prefs will of Tiberius, who had 
left him but his coheir with an* 
other of his grandchildren, who 
was then under age^ and ftill in 
bis pratexta (3). Philo the 

Jew aifures us, that young Ti- 
erius was left coheir of Caius, 
and his colleague m the fove- 
reignty ; and adds, that Tibe- 
rius, if he had lived a Jittle 



longer, would have cut offCaius, 
and left the empire to bis grand- 
fon, without either a partner, 
or a rival (4)* Caius, doubt- 
ing of the inclination of Tibe- 
rius, left no meafure uhtried to 
fecure the empire by other 
means : he even debafed him- 
felf fo far, as to court the fa- 
vour of £naia Nsvia, the wife 
of Macro, with the promife of 
marriage, as foon as he attained 
the fovereign power. His view 
in this was to*engage in his in* 
tereft her husband, whofe credit 
with the emperor was known to 
be great ( ?)• Tacitus and Dio 
Camus tells us, that after the 
death of Claudia, who had been 
efpoufed to Caligula, Macro 
himfelf, to make his court to 
him, obliged his wife to facrifice 
her honour to his ambitious- 
views, and to fecure the voung 
prince by a promife of mar- 
riage (6). TibMsrius would have 
cut him off, inflead of naming 
him for his fucceflbr, had not 
Macro diverted him from this 
defign, by exculing the faulu 
of the young prince, byai'crib- 
ing to modefly his feeming 
want of parts, and afluring the 
emperor, that he had a great 
refpe^ and affe£Hon for his 
grandfon Tiberius (7). Ma- 



(1) Sueton. in Tiber, cap. j6, (a) Dio, lib. lix. p. 640. 

(3) Suet, in Calig. cap. 14. (4) Phil. Legat. p. looft— 1064. 

i%) Suet, in Calig. cap, la. (6) Tacit. Ann. lib.vi. cap. 45. 

P^, lib. lyiii. p. 639. (7) Phil. Legat. cap. 4. p. 997. 99s. 
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The emperor's ftr5pgth failing him daily^ on the Bxteenlli 

of March he fell into a fwoon, which lafte^ fo long, that 
he was believed to have finiihed bis coi^fe. . Caius, on this 
fuppofition, jproduced himfelf abroad, in the midft of a 
great throng of perfqns of all ranks, who <am^ to p?iy him 
their congratulations upon his acceflion %o the throne ^ but 
in the height of his joy, fudden notice was brought hiin^ 
that Tiberius had recovered his fight and voice, and had 
called for fome refrefhmcHt to i-ecruit his fainting fpirits. 
This unexpefted intelligeace ftruck all with dread and 
horror : the crowd about Caligula inftantly difperfed ; and 
the young prince himfelf, trembling, fpeechlefs, and unable 
to move, flood expecting immediate death, inftead of em- 
pire. Macro alone cq^tii3i9e4 undifturbed | and ordering 
the apartment to be cleared, ca^fed the weak old man to 
be fmbtbered with a weight of co,vering8, under pretence 
of keeping him warm **. Tiberias died, according to T^a-* 
citus^, and Suetonius ^, ^n the fi^^teentb, aocordiJIg to 
Dio Gaffius y, on the twenty-fixtlh of March ; fo that he 
reigned, from the death of Aqguftus, twefity-two years, 

a TacTt. 'Anna!. Ub. yi. c^p. 50, et feq. pio, Hb. Iviii. p. 639. 
''^ Tacit, ibid. cap. 59. « &act. cap. 73. y I9>io>ubi fupra* 



^ro's partiality for Caius wa9 PQt 
^ml^novvn to Tijberius, who up* 
braided his miniii:6r with i(, tell* 
ing him, that he " negledled 
;he fettiqg fuii^ and eourted^h« 
ri^ng," On fevcral other oc- 
cafions, he dropped certain 
words, which plainly fliewed, 
that he forefaw what jvould 
happen after his death. As one 
day Caius ridiculed Sylla upon 
fome occalional difcourfe, Ti- 
berius told him, that h^ would 
have all th^ vices of SyUa, and 
none of hU virtues. At an-j 
other time, a debate arifin^ be- 
tween the two young princes, 
the emperor embraced, with 
many tegrs^. bia.Httle gra^odfon ; 
and addreffing himfelf to Caius, 
who, at jthia d^monftration of 
kindnefs, betrayed great flern- 
jiefs in his countenance ; ' ' Thou 



(ftijl he), wilto^e d»y wjtrder 
^nim^.^nd another .wiU murder 
theeV (8). This be foretold, 
not from &ill in aib'olpgy, but 
from his fagapty, anid th^ou|^h 
knowleg^ of mankind (9)., 
, According to Jofcphus, Tir 
herius "left the en^pire to 
Caius alone ; according tp Dio 
Cafllus and Suetooiua, to Caiu9 
and Tiberius jointly ; and, ac« 
cording to Tacitus, to neither, 
but to the deci&« of fiice, that 
is, to the perfoA for whom fate 
or dcftJAy refeiycS it. The 
authority of Tacitus is of great 
weight with us, efpecially in 
what he relates here ;. fince all 
author^ agree in defcnbing Ti- 
berius as a fataliA, or one who 
wa3 perikaded, that all. thingf 
were governed by fate. 



^,(8) PHil. Legat. p, 1004, Tacit, Annal. Ub, vi. cap. 46.. IKo, 
lib. Iviii. p. 636. (9) Jofepbt^Antiq. Ub. xviii. cap. 8. Suet. 
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fix monthsi find twenty-fix dlays, or ten days more, as Dio 
relate^. He Was, at his death, in the fcventy-eighth year 
of his age, which he had entered four months, 'and nine, 
pr at moft nineteen days ^ 

Though he had, the preceding year, highly obliged the Joyoftht 
city, by his bounty, on occafion of a fire, yet the news of P^P^' ^' 
his death were received with thegreateft'demonftrationsof ^"<*f^'*' 
joy, the populace running up and down the ftreets in 
crowds, and crying, ** Xftrow th^ tyrant into the Tiber !" 
pr bcfeeching their mother earth, and the infernal gods, to ' 
vouchfafe him no place but among the impious : fome 
threatened to drag his vile earcafe to the Gemoni^e, and 
^here expofe it to the rage and fury of the multitude ; pro- 
yoked not only by his pad cruelties, but by an inilance of 
his barbarit.y, which took place even after his death ; for 
whereas, by the decree we have fpoken of above, it was 
provided, that no criminal whatfoever (hould be executed 
till the tenth day after fentence pronounced, that term hap- 
pening to expire, with refped to feveral perfons, on the 
fatne day the news of Tiberius's death reached Rome, they 
earneftly begged for a farther reprieve, not doubting but ' 
Caius would grant them their lives and liberty : but as he 
was abfqnt, and no one elfe at Rome, to whom any petition 
in their behalf could be addrefled, the keepers of the prifon 
(trangled them of their own "authority, and expofed their 
bodies to public view : which cruel a£lion increafed the 
hatred of the people agairift Tiberius, as if his cruelty had 
outlived him *. Several others, however, were faved ; for • 
tbe emperor dying before the term of their reprieve ex- 
pired, tney had time to apply to his fucceffor, who fet them 
at liberty **. ^ 

The body of the deccafed emperor was carried from Mi- "" *^^^ 
fenum to Rome, by the foldiers of the prxtorian guards, ^^l^f\„^ 
where it was burnt with the ufual folemnity,' Caius, who thereburnt, 
had never abandoned the body, pronouncing the funeral 
oration ; in which he fpoke liule of Tiberius, but greatly 
extolled Auguiitus and Germanicus, without forgetting him- 
fielf. He bad written to the fenate before, acquainting 
them with the death of the emperor, and his acceflion to 
;he empire ; and requiring them, at the fame time, to de- 
cree thofe honours to Tiberius which they had formerly be- 
ftowed on Auguftus. The fenate, not yet acquainted with ' 
the inclination of the new emperor, poftponed the affair 
till his arrival, when he took no farther notice of what he 



« Tacit. Ann- lib. vi. cap* 31. 
^ Dio, lib. Iviii. p. 633, 



* Suet in Tiber, cap. 75. 
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bad written ; but caufing the body to be brought into tli^ 
city in the night-time, expofed it the next day, and then 
ordered it to be burnt, without any extraordinary pomp or 
honours ^. As for his charafler, every reader may drav,' it 
after the detail we have given of the moft remarkable ac- 
tions of his life: however, to what we have already fiiid, 
we (hall fubjoin the words with which Tacitus clofes tljc 
hiftory of his reign. ••Tiberius (fays he) was defervedly 
cfteemed by all while he" was a private man, or commanded 
under Auguftus : with great addrofe be feigned virtue, while 
Germanicus and Drufus lived : he bore a mixed chara£ler 
of good and evil till the death of his mother : he did not 
difguife his execrable cruelty, but concealed his lewdnefs, 
while he loved and feared t>ejan us ; at laft he abandoned 
himfelf to all kinds of wickednefs, being no longer reftrain- 
td either by fhame or fear, but following bis own execra- 
ble difpofition ** CC),*' Many • eminent writers flouriflied in 
his reign, of whom we fhall give a fuccinft account, not to 
interrupt the thread of our hiftory, in our notes (D), 

As 



e Dio> lib. lis. p. 642. 

(C) Tiber! U9 was an elo- 
fjuent and ready fpeaker, and 
in his writings imitated Meffala 
Corvinus, a famous orator ; but 
his affectation rendered his flyle 
perplexed and obfcure. He 
wrote a lyric poem, intitled, 
A Complaint on the Death of 
LuciusCaefar, which was greatly 
cfleemed ; and fevcral Greek 
pieces, in imitation of Euphor 
rion, Rhianus, and Partheuius, 
poets whom he admired above 
the reft, and whofe ftatues be 
Ckiufed to be dedicated, in the 
public libraries, amongft thofe 
of rhc moft celebrated writers. 
7 he Greek tongue 'he fpoke 
with great readinefs and cafe, 
but uled it very feldom. He 
betrayed, even from his in- 
fancy, manifeft tokens of a 
cruel, favage, and untradtable 
temper ; whence Theodoras 
Gadareus, who taught him the 
firft rudiments of learning, ufed 
to call him, '* A mafs of clay 



^ Tacit, Ann. lib. vi, cap. 51. 
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tempered with bloodJ 
never forgave free fpeakers, 
never could endure men of a 
bold fptrit, whom, firft or laft, 
he purfued to deftru6tion ; but 
at the fame time he abominated 
flattery, when he knew it to be 
fo : whence it was dangerous, 
fays Tacitus, to pra£iife no flat* 
tery, and dangerous to pra^fe 
too much* As he was a man of 
great penetration, and endowed 
with extraordinary talcfncsboth 
for civil and military employ- 
hients, he would have made a 
great figure in the times of the 
republic, fupported the dignity 
Of a fenator, difcharged with 
Credit the firft offices of fiate, 
and, in all likelihood, died in 
renown^ and left behind him a 
high reputation. ' 

(D) Thefe were, Velleiu* 
Paterculus, of whofe hiftory 
the far greater part is loft ; what 
ftill remains t\ it comprehend^ 
the ancient hiftory of the 

Greeks^ 
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As Caius^' furnamed Caligula (£), was greatly beloved 
t)oth i>y the fetiate and people^ on account of the ex^raor-t 

dinary 
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Greeks, and that of the Ro- 
mans, from the defeat of Per- 
fes to the feventeenth year of 
Tiberius's reign. He is thought 
to have written with candour 
and impartiality till the times of 
the C^fars ; in whofe favour 
he miferably perverts truth, or 
utterly fuppVeffes it^ What he 
writes of Tiberius ought rather 
to be (lyled a fulfome panegyric 
than a hiftory. His chief hero, 
after Tiberius, was the favour- 
ite miniiler Sejanus, on whom 
be beflows the highell enco- 
miums, not forefeeing thd doom 
jthat hung over his head, and 
fbon after overtook him. Some 
writers think that Velleius him- 
felf fell with Sejanus, as afriend, 
if not an accomplice, of the 
traitor whom he fo undefervedly 
commended. He was of an 
cquellrian family, which c^me 
originally from Campania. He 
ferved nine years under Tibe- 
rius, firft as military tribune \x\ 
Thrace and Macedon, and af- 
terwards in quality of commanr 
dei* of the legionary horfe in 
Germany. As to his civil em- 
ployments, be wa$ honoured 
with the quaeflorihip, the.prse- 
torQiip, and, as fome writers 
conje<5lure, with the confulate ; 
which was not improbable, iince 
he was in great favour both 
wijth Tiberius and Sejanus (i)f 
Valerius Maxim us, who left 
behind him a colle(Stion of the 
memorable actions and fayings 
of the ancients, wrote about 
the latter end of Tiberius's 
reign, after the fall of Sejanus, 



as is manifeft from his own 
words, and from thofc of the 
ancients who quote him. His 
flyle, which has nothing of the 
purity of the age he is uippofed 
to have lived in, has prompted 
fome to imagine that his writ- 
ings are of a much later date. 

Strabo, whofe feventeen 
books of geography are fo much 
and fo defervedly admired by 
the learned, obferves, in his 
fixteenfh book, that the kingf 
dom of Comagene had been but 
very lately reduced to a Roman 
province. This happened, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the 
bed . chronographers, in the 
eighteenth year of the Chrif- 
tian sera, and the fifth of Tibe- 
rius's reign 2 fo that we may 
reafonably fuppofe Strabo, who 
was then very old, to have end- 
' ed both his work and his life be- 
fore the death of Tiberius. He 
v^rrote other books, but none of 
them have reached us 

Dionyfiu^, the geographer, 
^ho wrote a defcription of the 
earth in Greek verfe, died, ac- 
cording to Voilius, in the reigu 
qf Tibefius. 

Phsedrus, who tranflated into 
Latin verfe the fables of ^Efop^ 
was, according to Vof]ius(2), 
a native of Thrace, and one of 
Auguftus'» freedmen, and died 
in the reign of Tiberius. 

Thrafyllus, the aftrologcr, 
was well verfed in feveral other 
fciences, efpecially in Plato's 
philofophy. The emperor Ju- 
lian aifures us, that Thrafyllus 
acquired more fame ' by the 



(1) Vide Voir. Hift. Lat. lib.i. cap. a4. (1) Voff. Poet. Latin. 
, fap. 2. , 
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Cains Ca- dinary merit of his father Germamcu«, and the injuries done 
Hgula Ca- to him and his family, news were no fooner brought that 
f^!^ ^'" he was advancing from Mifenum with the corpfe of the de- 
ttroy ^iih ecafed emperor, than perfons of all ranks and ages crouded 
jhtlpower. out to meet their new fovereign. At hh entrance into the 
city he was received with new names of honour, and all 
poflible demox\ftrations of reai afiedioa. The fenate im- 
mediately aflembled ; and the people, thronging into the 
hall with the fenators, he was, by univerfal confeAt declar- 
ed emperor, with the moft extenfive power, contrary to the 
. V cxprefs will of Tiberius, who had left him coheir with hi» 

grandfon Tiberius, then under age, and in his praetexta. 
The joy for his acceffion to the imperial throne was not con- 
fined to the narrow bounds of Rome and Italy, but reached 
the raoft diftant provinces 5 infomuch that, in the fpace of 
three months, a hundred and (ixty thoufand vi£iims were 
i|ain on that ocqafion within the limits of the empire ^. 
He had no fooner paid his 1 aft duty to the remaii^ of his 
fiotmtrs grandfather, than he haftened into the iflands oi Pandataris 
the memory jjn<i Poiitia, whcpe be gathered, with great piety, the bones 
SLr'w" ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ mother and brother Nero, brought them to 
krotAers. Ro^ic, and catifed them to be depofited, with extraordinary 

« Dio^lib. Irx. p. 640--644. Stiet, in Callg. cap. i4» 



books he left behind him, than 
by his great credit with Tibe- 
rius (3). 

L. Feneftella, the poet acd 
hiftorian, died towards the lat- 
ter end of Tibcriufr^s reign. He 
feems to have been greatly 
efteetned by the ancients (4) ; 
but feme are of opinion, that 
none of his works have reached 
Our tim^s. The treatife of the. 
Roman magiftrates, which goes 
under his name, is of a later 
date, and generally afcribed to 
Andrea Domenico Flocco, a na- 
tive of Florence, 

Verrius Flaccus, a celebrated 
grammarian, and preceptor to 
Caius and Lucius Caefars, died 
in the reign of Tiberius, ex- 
nemely old (5). 



(E) Caius, fays Tacifus, was 
born in the camp in Gcrmitiy, 
nurfed in the arms of the le- 
gions, jlnd by them named Ca- 
ligula; a military term, from 
the boots which, of the feme 
fafhion With their <wirn, in com- 
plfment to them, and to gain 
their affedions, he frequently 
wore (6). The furname of Ca- 
ligula, iays Suetonius (7), was 
given him by the legions, bc*^ 
caufe he \Vas brought up amoBgil 
them in the habit of a common 
Ibldier; in confequence of 
which education, he was, to 
fuch a degree beloved by them, 
that, upon a mutiny, after the 
death of Auguftus, his prefcncc 
appeafed them when in the 
height of ^he-ir fury. 



(3) Julian. Aiiguft. ad Thcmift, (4) Plin lib. xxxiii.cap. n. 

Hier. in Chron. (5) Suet. inGramm^cap. 17. (6) Tacii. 

Ann. lib, i. cap. 41. (7) Suet. cap. 9. 
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Jiompi iri the maufoleum of Auguftus. All the decrees of 
the fenate iflued againfl them, and againft Drufus, who 
died at Rome, were annulled : and a ftately villa on the 
fea-dde, where Agrippina had, for fome time, been kept 
iHider confinement, was levelled with the ground, that no 
xnorHiment might remain of her misfortunes ^ Public fa- 
crifices were appointed by the fenate to be yearly offered, to ^ 
perpetuate their memory ; folemn games in the circus, and 
chariot-races, were inftituted in honour of his mother, in 
which her image was to be carried amongft thofe of the 
gods ; and the month of September was, by a decree of the 
fenate, to be thenceforth called by the name of his father, 
Germanicus. 

Having thus fignalized his piety toward* his father, his mo- L9vt t9 hii 
tiier, and his brothers, he honoured his grandmother Anto* r^«^^- 
nia with the name of Augufta, appointed her prieftefs of Au- "cl^]^ ^ 
guftus, granted her all the privileges enjoyed by the Veftals, 
and all the marks of diftindlion which had ever been confer- 
red upon Livia, either by Auguftus or Tiberius. The privi- 
leges of the Veftals he likewife granted to his fitters Agrip- 
pina, DrufiUa, arid Livilla or Julia (F); and ordained, that 
their names (hould be added to his, in all folemn oaths, 
with this claufe : '* Neither am I dearer to myfelf, nor are 
' my children dearer to me, than Caius Caefar and his fifters.'* 
To all the public aflrs the following form was ordered to 
be prefixed : ** May it prove fortunate and happy to Caius 
Csefar and his fifters ! " All the papers, regifters, and re- 
cords which Tiberius had left, -relating to the proceedings 
' againft his mother and brothers, he caufed to be brought 
publicly into the forum, and there committed to the flames, 
after having folemrily called the gods to witnefs, that he had 
never read nor even opened them. This ftep he took, as he 
then declared, that no room might be left for fear or appre- 
lienfions in thofe who had been the occafion of the misfor- 
tunes which befel them» However, as they were all 
afterwards, to a man, cut off,, under the imputation of va- 
rious crimes, it was commonly believed, that he bad burnt 

f Senec de Ira, lib. iv. cap. lU 

(F) Caius had, according to 'mftaicus's daughters, born in 
Suetonius, but three fifters, A- the feventeenth year of the 
grippina, Drufilla, and Livilla ; Chriftian aera, and, in the 
fo that Livilla and Julia muft thirty- third, married to Mar- 
be ohe and the fame perfont- cus Vimcius(8). 
Julia was the youngeil of Ger- 

(8) Tacit. Anna!. lib. ii, cap. 54. & lib. vi. cap. 15. 
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Only the copieSi and preferved the originals <• The Azf 
he made his entry into Rome, he was for fetting afe 
liberty Agrippa, the grandfon of king Herod, whom Ti-* 
berius had confined fix months before ; but his grandmo-' 
ther Antonia, though a great friend to Agrippa, advifed 
him to fufpend for fome time, the efFefts of his clemency^ 
left he fhould feem to infult the memory of his grandfather *•: 
however he was releafcd a few days after, as were likewife 
all the other ftate prifoners, and^ among the reft, L. Pom- 
ponius Secundus, of whom we have fpoken before, after 
feven years clofe confinement. Such as had been baniihed 
by Tiberius were all recalled from exile, to the great joy of 
the Romans. 

Nothing gave greater fatisfa£lion to the nobility and peo^ 
ple^ than bis folenuily declaring, that he would not fufFer 
any one to be accufed of treafon, fince, under the appear- 
ance of that crime, fo many illuftrious citizens, fo many 
ancient and. noble families, had been involved in the moft 
dreadful calamities. A note being offered him, tending to 
the difcovery of a Gonfpiracy aeainft his life, he rejected it, 
faying, ^* I am not confcious of any a£l:ion that can deferve 
the hatred of any man ; and therefore have no ears for in- 
formers.'* Though the will of Tiberius had been declared 
null by the fenate, yet he executed every article of it with 
great pun£tuality, except that which xf^sXtA to the deceafed 
emperor's grandfon ; the fame regard he paid to the tefta- 
ment of Livia, which had been fuppreffed by Tiberius^ 
cauling their legacies to be immediately difcharged, and 
adding to them large fums of hisown^ to be divided among 
the Roman people and the foldiery. 

In his firft fpeech to the fenate he promifed to govern 
with juftice and moderation, to do nothing without their 
advice, and to follow their dire£kions as their child and pu-» 
piL Purfuant to his proteftationS) he caufed the famous 
inftitutions of Auguftus to be revived and publifhed, though 
they had been long negle£ted and difufed by Tiberius ; he 
gave free jurifdiftion to the magift rates, without referving 
any appeal to himfelf, and even attempted to reftore the 
ancient method of ele^ions by the votes of the people. The 
fenate were for declaring him conful, as foon as the funeral 
ceremonies, performed m honour of his grandfather, were 
over ; but he could not be prevailed upon to accept that 
dignity till Proculus and Nigrinus had ended their year^ 
which expired in the month of July '. In the mean time 

% Dio. p. 641 — 64.6 Suet. C3p< 15. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii* 

cap. 8. ^ DiOy Ub. Lix. p. ^^t^^^^. Suet. cap. 15, i6* 
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lie deliberated with the confuls and fenate about the refor- 
mation of many abufes which had crept into the ftate : he 
reviewed the Roman knights, and publicly took away the 
xings and horfes of fuch as he found guilty of any notorious 
crime : fmaller offences he thought fufEciently puniflied by 
pafling over the names of the oifenders as he read the roll ; 
he intended to have caft the*fpintria, or inventors of abo- 
minable lewdnefs, into the fea ; but being diifuaded from 
that feverity, he baniihed them from Rome : he allowed 
every one to keep and perufe the books of Titus Labienus, 
Cremutius Cordus, and CafTius Severus, which, in the ceign 
of Tiberius had been, by order of the fenate, prohibited 
and fuppreffed, faying, it nearly concerned him that all the 
a£lions of Tiberius fhould be tranfmitted to pofterity : he 
likewife remitted feveral impofitiohs, which had been ex- 
afled with great feverity during the whole reign of his pre- 
deceflbr '^. Thus did Caligula happily begin his reign ; and 
of him it may be truly faid, that no prince ever came to a 
throne with greater advantages, or more to the fatisfadlion 
of his people. 

In the month of July, Caius entered upon his firft con- Cains fain 
fulfhip, and chofe for his colleague his uncle Claudius, upon him^ 
then in the forty-fixth year of his age \ who, till that time, !'V^^ 
had continued in the equearian oTder, being judged an- ^'»>i^'^ ' 
.equal co any public employment, on account of the weak- 
nefs both of hi« body and mind. We are told, that, when 
he firft entered the forum with the fafces, an eagle perched 
upon his (boulder; an accident which was looked imon as a 
prognoltic of his future grandeur. The fame day Caius, in .Mhfp€t€k 
a fpeech to the fenatcj declaimed with great vehemence ^^^i^ 
againft the diforders of the late adminiftration, promifed to 
avoid them as much as lay in his power, and folemnly pro* 
tefted, that he had nothing fo much at heart, as to render 
the people happy whom the gods had committed to his care. 
The fenate decreed, that his fpeech (hould be publicly read 
every year, doubtlefs to remind him of the promifes he had 
made, and to lay him under fome obligation of perform- 
ing them. On the lad day of Auguft, which was his' 
birth -day, he entertained the people with the mod magni- 
ficent (hows that had ever been exhibited in Rome \ and, 
on this occafion, cufhions were firft laid on the feats of the 
fenators, who, till that time, had fat, both in the fenate 
and theatre, on bare benches *. Thenceforth no day pafled 
without fome (hew, the emperor taking great pleafure in 

k Suet, in Calig, cap. i6. ^ Dio, lib* lix. p. 644. & Suet, in 

Claud, cap. 7. 
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filch diverfions, and expending^ on fuch occafion^j !lh« 
menfe fums. 

f)uring his confulfliip, he reftored the kingdom of Co^ 
magene to Antiochus, the fon of that Antiochua, who had 
been expelled by Tiberius, ordering, at the fame time, a 
hundred million? of fefterces, that is, about a tnillion of 
our money, to be paid him, by way of reftitution for the 
revenues of his kingdom, which Rom^ had fo long enjoyed, 
without any juft title ". Antiochus, in gratitude to fo ge- 
nerous a benefactor, gave two of hi^ names to a town of 
Comagene, calling it Cxfarca Germanica, which were af- 
terwards changed into that of Germanicia. Of his gcnero- 
fity to Agrippa, we fpoke in the hiftory of the Jews ; and 
therefore fhall only obferve here, that he beftowed on him 
the'tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, with the title of king; 
but referved fpr himfelf the reft of Judaea, whither he dif- 
patched this year Marcellus, in quality *of governor, in the 
room of Pontius Pilate, whom Lucius Vitellius, governor 
of Syria, had fent to Rome, to anfwer the many grievous 
cornplaints of the Jewifti people, whom he had opprelTed 
in a moft tyrannical' manner °. His generofity to private 
perfons was no lefs remarkable ; for a fire happening in 
the firft months of his reign, he made good the lofles which 
every particular fufFe^er had filftaincd. To a freed-woman, 
who had endured moft exquifite torments, without difco- 
vering the crime of a patron, he gave eighty thoufand fe- 
fterces. For thefe and other bountiess a ihield of gold, 
with his image, was decreed, which, by order of the fenatc, 
was 'to be carried annually, on a certain day, by the col- 
leagues of priefts, to the Capitol, the fenators following it, 
and the children of noblemen finging hymns in praife of 
his virtues : befides, it was ordained, that the" day of his ac- 
ceffion to the empire fhould be called Palilia, as if Rome 
had been founded anew on that day. Caius, having bcM 
the confulate two months and ten days, refigned the fafccs 
to thofe who had been appointed by Tiberius, for the reft 
of the year 5 but their names we find no where recorded. . 

It was probably about this time that Caius wrote to Lu- 
cius Vitellius, governor of Syria, to conclude a peace with 
Artabanus, king of the Parthians. Suetomus tells us in one 
place, that Vitellius ufed every kind of artifice to draw Ar- 
tabanus to a conference^; and ia another, that the Par- 
thian king, who had always (hewn the utmoft contempt, 
and an irreconcileable hatred, to Tiberius, fought, of bis 

m Dio, Hb lix. p. 644, & feq. Suet in Calig. cap. 16. " Jo- 

fcph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 8. • Suet, in Vitcl. Op. 1. 
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bwii accord, the friendihip of Caius. According to Did 
CafCtis, that prince bsd already pafTed the Euphrates, an4 
Was upon the point of invading Syria, when Vitellius, com- 
ing unexpectedly upon him, obliged him to agree to a. 
peace. Be that as it may, Artabanus znS Vitellius came 
to an interview on a bridge, which they caufed to be laid 

' over the Euphrates^ each attended by a certain number of 
guards 5 and concluded a treaty, the conditions of which 
Were very advantageous to the Romans p. - The ^rtbian 
even condefcended to give, by way of hoftage,^ one of his 
own fons ^, or, at leaft, a youth of great diftindtion, named , 
Darius, probably of the race of the Arfacids, whom he fqnt 
fomc time after to Rome, with a Jew, named Eleazar, fevcn 
cubits high. When the treaty was concluded, Herod Anti« 
()as, tetrarcH of Galilee, gave a magnificent en'tertainment to 
Artabanus and Vitellius, utider a rich pavilion, raifed upon 
boats in the middle of the river. Suetonius ' and DioCafEus 
tell us, that Artabanus pafled the Euphrates, adored the eagles 

' and enfignsof the legions, and kiflcd the images of Auguftus 
%nd Caius Caefar. Herod immediately difpatched meifengers 
to Rome^ with a minute account of this tranfadion, who 
arriving before the meCengcrs of Vitellius, the emperor re- 
ceived the latter coldly, telling them, that Herod had al- 
ready tranfmitted to him a detail of all that had been done 
on the Euphrates ; a circundftance which occafioned a mif* 
underftanding between the tetrarch of Galilee and Vitellius^ 

After Caius had thus happily reigned about eight monthsf Hiisidkim 
he was feizcd with a violent fit of illnefs, occafioned by in- J^- 
temperance and debaucheries: while Tiberim lived, he was 
moderate in his diet; but, upon that emperor's death, he 
forfook his former way of living, and gave himfelf up to all 
manner of irregularities ; which fo afFe^ed his conftitution, 
that, towards the end of 0£l:ober, he fell dangerouily ilL 
As that was the time of the year in which thofe who traded 
to foreign countries retumed'home, news of the emperor's 
indifpofition were immediately carried to all the provinces 
of the empire, and every where received with the greateft Thej9^ «/ 
tokens of forrow imaginable •. At Rome, his palace was ^'^f^^ 
conftantly crouded with multitudes of people of all ranks, ^L^^^ 
enquiring after his health ; many paifed whole nights at 
his gate, and fome, devoting their lives for his, promifed to 
fight amongft the gladiators for his fafety. At length fiid 
recovery reftored happinefs to the whole empire. Ifiinu- 
merable vidims were flain, and facrifices offered in the moft 

P Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 6. 4 Bio, lib. liK. p. 66i« 

rSuet. in Calig. cap. 14, &ia Vitel. cap.x. • Philo Legat. ^d 
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diftant provinces fubje£l to Rome, as a thankfgtving to tfiil 
gods for fo Ggnal a favour. But hQW blind is man in his 
imagination; how vain in his hope> and ignorant of what 
is mod to his advantage ! This prince, fo much beloved, 
and univerfally edeemed as the author of all public and pri* 
vate happinefsy either fuddenly changed his nature, or dif- 
covered that which he had hitherto artfully difguifed. 
Some writers think, that this diftemper afie£led bis brain ; 
for, ever after, he was much troubled for want of ileep, 
never reiling above three hours in a night, and that not 
quietly, but conftandy irightened with ftrange dreams, and 
dreadful imaginations ; fo that he pafled great part of the 
night either fitting up in his bed, or wandering about the 
galleries of his palace, longing for day. He was himfelf, 
fays Suetonius S ^^ fenlible of the infirmity of his mind, 
that he once refolved to retire, in order to purge his brain. 
He was troubled, when a child, with the falling-ficknefs } 
and in his youth, though patient of labour and hardihips, 
fubje£fc to fainting-fits Others afcribe this unaccountable 
conduct to a philtre or love-potion, which was afterwards 
given him by his wife Ca^fonia, and impaired his under* 
ftanding. Whatever vt'as the caufe of this change, it is 
certain, that, from the time of this malady to the hour of 
his death, headled more like a madman than a confiderate 
prince ; fo that, for the reft of his reign, the reader is to 
expe£t an uninterrupted train of execrable vices, monftrous 
extravagancies, and fuch ridiculous inconfiftencies, as can- 
not be related with that gravity and decency which become 
an hiftorian. 

On his accelHon to the throne, he would admit of no 
titles of honour ; but, foon after his recovery, he aflumed 
them all in one day, though Auguftus had taken them fe- 
parately^ and Tibeiius had declined fome of them to the 
laft ". Thefe were probably the titles of Auguftus, empe- 
ror, high pontiff*, perpetual tribune. From feveral medals 
^ which have reached our times ^, it appears, that he bore 
all thefe titles before his fecond confulate \ but that of fa- 
ther of his country he did not aflume till the third year of 
his tribunitial power. To the above mentioned titles he 
added the following furnames, ftyling himfelf the moft 
pious, the fon of the camp, the father of the armies, the 
moft gracious, the moft mighty Caefar. This year Tibe- 
.rius, the fon of Drufus, took the manly robe ; on which oc- 
.cafion Caius, after many proteftations of kindnefs, and fin- 
cere affeftion, firft adopted him, and afterwards declared 
him prince of the Roman youth. Thefe honours the un- 

t Suet in Caiig. cap. 50. • Dio, lib. hx. p. 64.i« v Goltz, p. 3t« 
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fortunate Tiberius enjoyed a very, fhort time- Caius was 
not afhamed to put him to death a few days after he had 
folemnly declared, that his life was as deaf to him as his 
own, and that he would ever eherifh him as his own 
child i 

He no fooher adopted him, than he commanded fometri- and orders 
bunes and centurions of his guards tp acquaint the youne l^l^.f^^ 
prince, that he mult, with his own hand, put an end to his ^^^/^, 
life, on the fuppodtion it was unlawful for any inferior per- 
fon to imbrue his hands in the blood of one of the imperial 
family. The innocent youth was ftruck with furprize and 
amazement, when the officers denounced to him the em- 
peror's orders. As he was of a mild temper, and had ever 
avoided affifting at executions, and even at the combats of 
gladiators, he prcfcnted his throat firft to the officer who 
ftoodnext toliim, and then to all the reft, inti-eatingthem, 
with many tears, to execute the cruel ordsr they had 
brought. As they all declined that office, purfuant to the 
emperor's* orders, ftriftly forbidding them to be in any de- 
gree aiding and affifting to his death, the young prince at 
length drew his fword ; but not knowing where to ftrike, 
he begged they would at leaft ftiew him where the wound 
would prove mortal, and fdoneft put an end to his life and 
mifery. So far they complied with his requeft ; and then 
the unfortunate youth ftabbed himfelf in their prefence*; 
Caius, to palliate this firft aft of cruelty, which was foori 
followed by many others, pretended, that Tiberius had, 
during his illnefs, wiftied him dead ; and that, tkrough 
•fear of being poifoned, he had taken an antidote, which 
when he difcovered, he cried out, *' What ! an antidote 
againft Csefar !" But this pretended antidote was only a re- 
medy he had, taken for a cough, with which he had been 
long' troubled. Thus he deftroyed the only prince, to 
whom thofe could apply, who might, in procefs of time, 
be diffatisfied with his government. As for his uncle Clau- 
dius, he confidered him as a perfon utterly unfit for any 
office in the empire, or in private life, as he really was \ 
and therefore fpared him. 

Being, by the death of Tiberius, delivered from all re- ^' « Atf«- 
(traint and control, he gave a loofe to his furious paffions, cl! ^u 
and commenced an open enemy to mankind, an inhuman kinds of 
, tyrant, or rather, as Suetonius ftyles him, an outrageous wchdn^t, 
monfter. Soon after his recovery, he obliged all thofe who, 
during his malady, had devoted their lives for his, andpro- 
mifed to fight amongft the gladiators, to fulfil their pro*^ 

X Suet^ in Calig. cap. 23. Dlo, lib. lix. p. 645, 646. 

B b 2 mife. 



372 ^he kotnan Hifiofy^ 

mife. Becaufe one was fomewfaat backward in the accdA' 
plifliment of his vow^ he caufed him to be adorned like a 
viftim, and delivered to a company of rude and mercilefs 
boySy who, after abufing him in a mod cruel manner, 
dragged him through the ftreets, and at laft threw him 
down a precipice, and put an end to his Bfe ^* 

His grajEidmother Antonia, venerable for her age, and no 
lefs illuftrious for her quality (for flie was the daughter of 
Marc Antony, the niece of Auguftu», fifter-in-law of Tl-* 
beriusj and mother of Drufus)> having undertaken to ad- 
monifti him, he refented -that freedom to fuch a degree, 
^hg death that he reduced her to the neccflity of laying violent hands 
?^^'^ on herfelf 5 whether by an exprefs order, or only by the fu- 
^herj^' percilious manner with which he treated her, we ate not 
fonia. ^^^^' That illuftrious princefs having one day begged to 

fpeak with him in private, he refufed her that favour^ aiid 
ordered Macro to be prefent the wjiole time flie continued 
with him. On another occafion, as flie offered to advife 
him, he immediately interrupted her in a violent rage, bid- 
ding her remember, that he could do what he pleafed with 
whqm he pleafed Withthefe indignities and affronts, it is 
moft probable, he tiaftened her death. Some, indeed, have 
written, that he caufed her to be poifoned. He beftowed 
no honours upon' her aft^r her death, and, from one of 
the windows of his palace, beheld the funeral pomp quire 
unconcerned. 
Yr. of Fl. The next confuls were M- Aquilijis Julianus and P. No- 
A*D^ 8 "^"^ Afpreilas, appointed by Tiberius, whofe promotion 
U. C. 786! Cai**s did not think fit to alter. In the beginning of titt 
.J__J year, the fenate and confuls bound themfelves> by a foltinn 
oath, to obferve all the conftituttons of Auguftus andCatiis, 
without mentioning thofe of Tiberius ; and this omifiion 
pafled into a cuftom, which ever after prevaikd* At the 
fame time vows were made fcM* the fafety of Caius and his 
fifters^ Dio Caifius obferves, that, on the fame day^ a flaw 
named Macaon, placing himfelf upon the bed of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, foretold many dreadful calamities ; and, when 
' he had done, killed firft a fmall dog which he had brought 

with him, and then himfelf (G). 

, , . y Suet, in Calig cap. 17. Dio, Irb.lix. p* 645. 

(G) Suetonius tells us, that manded his guards to take ibme 

"Caius, having advanced this of the dirt, and befmear with it 

yeai* Flavius Vefpafianus to the the aedile*s embroidered robe. 

aeJileihip, and being angry with This difgrace fome interpreted 

"him for his rcfniffrtefs in fee?ng as a prelage of Vefpafiati's fo- 

the flreets kept clean, which ture granoear* 



was part of his province, com< 
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Dio Cafl&QS und Su^touius give us d0«Aing accounts of Farifus 
the cruelties praiiifed by this bloody jdipt in tbc ilecond i^^ancts 
year of his rcign. Among the reft, they lelate, <feat one ^-^^f"'*' 
(Jay, finding there wer^ no criminiils condemned to figbl ^^*^y* 
with the wUd beaftfi, according to the barbarous cuftom 
which obtained at Rome, hi; commanded fuch of the peo- 
ple ^9 were already come to behold the (hew«, to be thrown 
to them, having nrft ordered their tongues to be c^t out, 
that they might not difturb, with their cries and complaints, 
his inhuman diverfion. Finding it very chargeable to main- 
tain the wild beafti, which were kept for fuch entertain- 
ments, he ^f)en vifited the prifons in pertbn ; and^ order- 
ing all the prifoners to be ranged in a gallery before him, 
(entenced many of them to be thrown to the wild beafts; 
without €)camining whether they were guilty or innocent. 
Once, in particular, as they ftood before him, he comr 
manded all^ to be taken away to feed his beafts, a calvo ad 
calvum, i. e# from fuch a bald bead, whom he pointed out, 
to another* Great numbers of old men, of infirm perfons, 
and of fuch as were reduced to poverty, met with the famt 
cruel fate, the inhuman tyrant ^etending, tha^ by fuck 
ttnheard*of barbarities^ he confulted the public welfare, 
fince he delivered the ftate from perfons who were only f0 
many burdens Ho tk^ commonwealth (H). 

(H) A Roman knight, whom and extmoriiaary ftature, ti^e * 

he had caufed to he thrown to unhappy father went ixiimedi- 

the wild beafls, crying out, ately to intercede for his child $ 

that he was innocent, he order- hut the cruel mooder, inflead 

ed him to be taken up, his of regarding his tears and in- 

tongue toi)e cut out, and then treaties, commanded the inno^ 

to be thrown in again. It was cent youth to be executed with- 

liis conftant cuflom to oblige out delay ; and, when the newt 

parents, though free frpm all of his death were brought, to 

guilt, to affift at the execution infult nature itfelf, he invited 

of their children $ and often or- the diftrefied parent to dinp 

4lered them to he a&ffinated the with him that day, and forced 

following night ip their houfes. him, by threatening to treat in 

To one of them, who pretend- like manner his other fon, if he 

cd ficknefs, and begged to be betrayed any fymptoms of grie^ 

excufed, he fent his own lit- to drink to excefs, and, in the 

ter (!)• Having caufed the fon height of his affliction, to (hew 

of an illuftrious Ronun knight, fuch outward figns of joy, as 

named Paftor, to be be dragged would have been, at any time, 

to prifon, becaufe he was re- altogether unbecoming a perfoa 

markable for his comelinefs, of his rank and age (2). 

(1) Suet, in Calig. capi a6> 27. Dio« p. 6471 (z) Senec.de 

ira, lib. ii. i?^p. 33. 
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Caninius lulus having, in a private converfatioDi advifej 
Caius, with great freedom, to alter his condu^iy as he was 
withdrawing, • That you may not flatter yourfclf, Cani^ 
nius, with vain hopes (faid the emperor), I have already 
The COM' figned the warrant for your death.'- At thefe words Cani^ 
JUancyand nius, without (hewing the lead concern, turning about, 
'"J^'J^'i^^ ** I return you thanks (faid he), mod gracious prince, for 
efCatttni' ^^j^ f^^Qu^ » ^g ^\^^ decree of the fenate, granting to con- 
demned perfons ten days refpite, was, in this inftance, ob- 
' ferved by Caius, the undaunted Caninius, during that inter- 

val, never betrayed the leaft uneafinefs^^infomuch that the 
centurion who came, when the ten days were expired, to 
fee the fentence put in execution, found him playing, with 
his ufual calm nefs, at chefs. When the executioner ap- 
peared, he darted up with a chearful countenance, em- 
braced his friends, and, taking his leave of them, told 
them, that he (hould foon know whether the foul was im- 
mortal ; that, in the very article of his death, he would 
particularly remark in what manner it abandoned the body; 
and, after his deceafe, return to acquaint his friends with 
the date of fouls after their feparation. He then offered 
his neck to the executioner with the intrepidity of a tree 
hero^ 
J^flancfsof The emperor, if fuch an inhuman madman defervcs 
Caiuj^iUH' that napfie, aflidcd in perfon at mod executions ; fo great 
paralleled was the delight he took in butchery and bloodfhcd; but 
^rniity- always caufed the mouths of thofe, who fufFered in public, 
to be dopt,' either with their cloaths^ or a fponge, left 
they fhould upbraid him with his wick ednefs*. HeTeldom 
fufFered them to be difpatched at once, that they might 
feel \themfelvf5 dying ; which was his ufual cxprcffioQ. 
While he was at t^ble, he often caufed criminals, and 
fometimes innocent perfons, to be racked in bis prefenc^ 
and their heads to be cut off by a foldier, who did itwuh 
great fkill and dexterity. Being once midaken in the name 
of a perfon, whom he ordered to be executed indead of an- 
other,, when he underdood his error, ** It is no tnatter 
(faid he); he dpfervj^d it, as well as the other. '^ Five of 
the gladiators called retiarii, becaufe they ufcdj in fight? 
ing, certain nets, haying yielded to thf like number 91 Ic- 
cutores, who were their opponents, hp compiand^d them 
to be flaiii ; but one of the five, fnatchjiig up his arms? *"*' 
rd all the conquerors. This aftion Caligula condemned a$ 
cruel, lamented it in public, and loaded all thofe with 
Curfes who were fo brutal as tp behold it. ' As he pretend' 

^ Senec. de Ira, cap. 14. * Idem ibid, cap* '9' . 
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ed to great (kill in fencing, a famous gladiator, with whom 
he often fought in jeft, pretending to he conquered, fell 
down at his feet, as the gladiators, who were overcome, 
nfed to do. His flattery coft him dear ; for Caius, taking 
advantage of his fall, ftabbed him with a dagger; then, 
with a branch of palm-tree, the fymbol of vidory, in his 
hand, he ran up-and-down triumphing, as if he had fairly 
overcome his antagonift. One night at fupper he burft 
fuddenly into a loud laughter, and the confuls, who fat 
near him, defiring, with great refpe£l, to know the caufe 
of his mirth ; ** What makes me fo merry (faid he), is, that 
I can hav^ both your throats cut with the lead nod of my 
head." A vi£Hm being brought to the altar, and ready to 
be facrificed, he appeared unexpefledly among the reft in 
the habit of a prieft, and, lifting up the axe, as if he de- 
figned to kill the vi£iim, he -knocked out the brains of the 
prieft who ftood by him. Having demanded of one, who 
had been baniilied by Tiberius, and recalled by him, how 
he employed himfelf in his exile, upon his anfwering, that 
he had conftantly prayed for the death of Tiberius, that he 
(Caius) might come to the empire, he immediately con- 
cluded, that thofe whom he had baniflied prayed likewife 
for his death; and, upon that prefumption, difpatched 
officers to the i^ands, with orders to put the^ all to the 
fword without mercy *. 

To thefe, and innumerable other afts of cruelty, related TAe death 
at length by Suetonius and Dio Caffius, the latter adds the ^f Macro 
death of Macro and his wife, whom Caius, with the iit- ''*^/" 
moft ingratitude, caufed to be put to death. To Macro he '' * 
was indebted for Jiis life and empire, and had promifed him 
the goyernnjent of Egypt, the higheft poft to which a 
knight coi^ld afpire ; but, inftead of the promifed reward, 
he ordered both htm and his wife, as fome hiftorians have 
written *=, to difpatch themfelves with their own hands* 
With them were put to death all their children, and even 
their flaves; fo that pot one of the whole family was left 
alive. Macro, indeed, according to the character Tacitus 
gives us of him, deferyed fo tragical an end ; but not at 
Caius's hands. The true caufe of his death was, if Philo 
is to be credited, his ufing, with more liberty than the 
tyrant could endure, the authority which his eminent fcr- 
vices gave him ; but Caius charged him with other crimes, "j 

and pretended, that, unmindful of his condition, he hjd \ 

^ven challenged an equal fliaie in the fovereign power*. ; 

b Suet, in Calig. cap. 30—34. c Philo Legat. p. lopp. j 

^ Idem ibid. p. looi* Dio, p. 647'. 
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The next perfon he facrificed to his revenge was MiSht 
nus, whofe daughter he had married in Tiberius's reign, a 
man of a moft illuftrious defcent, and highly efteemedi on 
account of his great experience in aiiairs,nis prudence, and 
eminent probity. He took upon him to difapprore of 
Caius's wild meafures, and fuggeft a plan of condud, hj 
which he would have anfwered the expe£iatio0 the p|iblic 
had entertained of him ; but the jealous princet having a 
great opinion of his own abilities, and looking upon thofe 
a$ his enemies who did not approve of liis meafuresy re-r 
folvcd to feize the firft opportunity to rid himfelf rf fo 
troublefome a monitor. One day he fuddenly rcfblvcd to 
divert himfelf on the fea. Silanu8« who could not endure 
the agitation of the fhip, begged to be excuCpd from attends 
ing him. This requeft Caius imputed to him as a great 
crime, pretending, that he remained afliore, with a defign 
to feize on the empire, in cafe any misfortune had happ^°^ 
ed to him ; and, upon this groundlefs pretext^ he obliged 
him to cut his own throat with a razor* (I). The death of 
Silanus was followed by that of many other perfons of great 
diftin£Uon, whom he condemned, under pretence, that 
they had been acccflbry to the death of his' mother or i)ro» 
thers, though his real motive was tp feize on their eftateo \ 
for he had already fquandered away great part pf the im? 
mcnfe tveafure lett him by Tiberius. 

« Dio, 646. Suet^ in Catig. cap. %%, 



(I) Julius Grxcinus, father 
of the famous Agricola, had, 
tome time before, been ordered 
by Caius to accufe Silands, an4 
put to death for declining that 
intamous office. Grascinus was 
a fenator, no lefs famous for his 
eloquence than his probity. Se- 
neca often mentions him, and 
tells us, that, not being able 
to defray the expences of the 
public (hews, which he was 
obliged to exhibit, in virtue of 
his office, Fabius Perficus, a 
man of great wealth, but of an 
indifferent character, fent him 
a very confide rable fum ; whfch 
he ref'u(^cl,aprwering his friends, 
lyho obje^cd to his unfeafon- 
•ble gencrofity j ** Would you 



have me to accept fi favour of 
one, with whom I fbould not 
care to cat ?'* Rubellius, who 
had been conful, but was a man 
of tha fame flamp with Perfi- 
cus, fent him a larger fum than 
the other; which he likewife 
rejeftcd : but, Rubellius pjcff- 
ing him, he begged to be ex- 
cufcd, faying, ** Neither have 
I accepted any thing of Perfit 
cus." The fame writer tdh 
us elfewhere, that he was naur- 
dered by Cgius's orders, be- 
caufc he was a better man than 
was expjcdient for any ofte to 
be under a tyrant. He wrote ^ 
book upon agriculture, which 
is quoted by Columells. 
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« ' T|us year, about the month of July, died his fitter Dru-r j)ru/dla 
filla. She had been giyen by Tiberius, £ve years before, to dies. 
L. CaiTius Longinus, and taken from him foon after by 
Caius, who lived publicly with her, as if (he had been his 
own wife, and hadi during his ficknefs> appointed her to 
fucceed him4n the empire ^(K). 

Caius had continued a widower ever fince the death of Ju- Hh mar^ 
nia^ the daughter of Silanus. But C. Calpurnius Pifo marry- riagaand 
ing Livia Oreftilla, and inviting the emperor to his wedding, ^*^^^^* 
\irhen the folemnity was over, he commanded the bride to 
be carried to his own palace, and there married her \ but 
divorced her a few days after, and in the term of two years, 
or two months, as fome aflert, baniflied bothlier and Pifo, 
under pretence that they had lived together >. Not long 
^ter, he married Lollia Paulina, the grand-daughter of M. 
LoUius, whom Auguftus had appointed governor of Caius 
Caefar, when he fent him into the Eail. Lollia was already 
married to C. Memmius Regulug, governor of Macedon 

' Suet, cap, 914. , I Saet. cap. 25. Dio, p. 646, 64S. 

(K) He had maintained mtb and down Campaoia, he palled 

her, as well as with his other over into Sicily, where he ex- 

fi{l;ersy if Suetonius is to be ere- hibited mofl magnificeDt (hews, 

dited| a criminal converfation and repaired, at a vaU charge, 

even before (he was married, the walls of Syracufe, and fome 

Sjie was immediately ranked tertiples that were decayed with 

amongfl the gods, and thence- age. He ridiculed many things, 

iforth (fyled the goddefs Dru- which were looked upon by the 

(ilia ; which impious title the Sicilians as miracles ; but was 

proditute bears on fome Greek fo terrified with the (moke and 

medals, whieh have reached our noife of Mount iEtna, that he 

times. A fenator, named Li- fled from Medina in the night, 

vius Geminus, declared in full being afraid to wait till day ap- 

fenate upon his oath, that he peared. Upon his return to 

favv her carried up to heaveuv Rome, he purfued the co^urfe of 

Seneca rallies him with a good his crAielties with more barbarity 

4eal of humour upon this vi- than ever. If any one betrayed 

fion ; but neverthelefs chofe ra- joy, it was on account of the 

ther to adore the divinity of death of Drufilla ; if forrow, it 

Drufilla than incur the difplea- was on account of the ^'divine 

fure of the prince. The em- knours that were paid her ; 

peror's paffion for his fiiler ap- and both were Crimes againft the 

peared no lefs foolifh after her flate, and punifhed with death : 

death, than it had been infa- infomuch that they were all at 

inous during her life. He im- a lofs how to comport them- 

inediately left Rome, and after felves, it being alike dangeroui^ 

^laying wandered fome time up to mourn, and to rejoice (i) • 



, _jj, , j~ 

(1) Senec. ad Polyb. cap. 36. Saet. cap. %^ 
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and Acliaia ; but Caius having heard in a private conv«p6* 
tion, that her grandmother had bSeh famous for her beauty, 
he immediately, forced her from her hufband, and inarricd 
her ; but in a fhort time not only put her away, but threat- 
ened- her with death, if (he either returned to her former 
huiband, or wedded any other man. 
fljfi pride The bloody monfter, finding that no perfon prcfumed to 
mitdf^llj* oppofe his will, notwith (landing the many murders he daily 
t committed, began to look upon himfelf as raifed above the 

condition of a mortal' man. To confirm him in diis cbildifh 
opinion, he is faid to have ufed the following ridiculous 
argument : as thofe to whofe care iheep, oxen, and other 
cattle, are committed, are themfelves neither fheep nor 
oxen, but of a nature infinitely fuperior to the condition 
of thofe animals ; fo thofe who are exalted above all meB 
and creatures in the world, ought not to be regarded as 
men, but reverenced like gods ^. He firft betrayed this ex- 
travagant notion at an entertainment with fome forei^ 
kings, who came to pay him homage. As a difpute arofe 
amongfl; thofe princes about the nobility of their extraftion, 
Caius, ftarting up, repeated a verfe of Homer in the per- 
fon of Ulyfles : ** Be there one king alone, one lord, bcr 
low ;" and was for affuming immediately the diadem, and 
changing the government into a monarchy. Being told, 
that he was already above aH the kings and monarchsof the 
Omms £' earth, he from that time challenged the honours paid to 
vim A»- |]^e demigods, fuch as Hercules, Bacchus, and Typhon, aft 
fuming the drefs in which they were reprefented, and ap- 
pearing fometimes with a lion's {kin about his ihoulder$| 
and a club in his hand, to perfonate Hercules ; fometimes 
with wings at his feet, and a caduceus in his hand, like 
Mercury. However, he foon thought it beneath him to be 
honoured only as a demigod, and claimed the worfliippai^ 
to Apollo, Mars, and even Jupiter : he caufed the heads to 
be taken off their ftatues, and his own to be fubftituted in 
their room. He often placed himfelf in the temple of 
Caftor and Pollux, between the ftatues of thofe brothers, to 
be adored by all who came to offer their vows to them : he 
enlarged his palace, and bfought one wipg of it clofe to 
the temple of thofe two fabulous deities, which he altered 
to the form of a portico, thattbe gods themfelvesi as he 
ufed to fay, might ferve him in quality of porters ; and 
frequently changed his godhead, being one day a male 
deity, and another a female ; fometimes Jupiter, at other 

^ Philo, Chron. p. looa. 
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times Mars j fometimes Neptune or Apollo, and fometimes 
Venus. 

That he might be efteemed a tnlie Jupiter, he had invea* Hhimfutj^. 
tions to imitate thunder and lightning ; and, when the 
thunder was fuppofed to fall, he ufed to throw a ftone 
againft heaven with the impious defiance in Homer, ** Do ' 

thou take me from hence, or I'll take thee." He often 
vrent to the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and, placing 
himfelf by his ftatue, fometimes whifpered, then laid his 
car clofe to it, as it were to receive an anfwer. Sometimes 
he feemed to be very angry with Jupiter, and was once 
heard to tell him in a threatening ftyle, that ** he would 
fend him back into Greece (L).*' At length being over- 
come by the importunity of the gods, as he foolifhly de- 
clared, who defired his company, he joined his palace to 
the Capitol by an arch built over the temple of Auguftus; 
and fome time after, that he might })e yet nearer, he laid 
the foundations of a pew houfe in the court of the Capi- 
tol *. 

1 Suet. cap. IS, & 5s. Dio, p. 660, 6(Si. Philo, p. 1003. 

(L) DioCaflius tells us, that ' fported to Rome. We are told, 
a Gaul, feeijig him one day (it- that the (hip which was build- 
ting on a throne in the figure of ing for that purpofe, was burnt 
Jupiter, could not helpburfting by lightning ; and that as often 
into a loud laugh ; which Caius as the workmen attempted to re- 
hearing, afkcd him, •* What move the ftatue, a great noifcwaf 
do you take me for ? •* <' For a heard, like that of perlbns de- 
great fool," frankly anfwered riding their attempt. Memmiui 
the Gaul. This affront, which Regulus, governor of Greece, 
v/ould have coll a fenatpr or who was charged to fee the cele- 
(cnight his life, Caius pardoned, brated ftatue conveyed to Rome, 
thinking it perhaps below him wrote to Caius, acquainting 
to exert his vengeance on fo him, that he could not obey his 
contemptible a perfon ; for he commands on account of fome 
was by profeffion a ftioemaker. extraordinary prodigies, and be- 
Hc caufed all the temples of qaufe the workmen aflured him, 
Greece to be dripped of their that if once removed, it would 
ftatues, pictures, and other or- fall to pieces. Hereupon, in 
paments, which he conveyed the tranfport of his rage, he 
to Rome, crowding with them abufed and threatened Jupiter 
his own temple, hi^ palace, his for daring to oppofe hia fove- 
villas, and his gardens (i). He reign will, and would have put 
ordered the famous ftatue of Memmius to death, had he not 
Jupiter Olympius, done by Phi- been firft put to death him* 
dias, and'heldin great venera- fclf(2). 
pon by the Greeks, to be tran- 

(1) Phil* («eg. 1004.. Jof. Ant. lib. xix«cap. i. (i) Dio, p. 66s, 

Finally, 
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Finally, his pride, folly, and impiety, carried him fo far,. 
that he built a temple for himfelf, at a vad charge, an4 
'dedicated to his own divinity, placing in it his ftatue in 
gold, executed to the life, and every day cloathed in the 
fame robes which he himfelf wore. He likewife inftituted 
priefts and priefteiTes to officiate in his new temple, the 
greateil andricheft men in Rome, fo great was their de-» 
generacy at this time, purchafing the infamous priefthood 
with vaft fums ; for Caius fold it at fuch an extravagant 
price, that his uncle Claudius not being able to 4ifcharge 
the debt, amounting to eight millions of fefterces, which 
he contra£ted on that occafion, was obliged to furrender 
all his effe£ls to his creditors, who publicly fold them by 
auction ^, The facrifices which his priefts daily offered, 
were peacoclcs, pheafants, Numidian hens, &£• He be- 
came at laft prieft to himfelf, and admitted to the fame dig*' 
nity his wife Caefonia, whom l>e married the year follow* 
ing ; and alfo his horfe, the moft proper pried for fuch 
a deity K Befides the temple which he built to himfelf 
in his palace, the fenate decreed him another, which was 
begun and <sxecuted accordingly ». 

In the following year Caius refuiped the fafces, having 
for his colleague Lucius Apronius C^iianus \ but held them 
only thirty days ". When he entered upon his confuUhip» 
and alfo when he refigned it, he took the ufual oaths, like 
a private citizen ; but while he thus affected popularity, he 
iplled the city with blood and (laughter, caufing thofe very 
perfons who had been imprifoned by Tiberius, .and by him- 
felf fet at liberty^ to be dragged to prifon again, and exe- 
cuted for the pretended crimes with which they had been 
His hatred charged in the former reign. The people not ailifting at 
to tht R»- the Ihcws, which he exhibited almoft every day, with the 
manpeofle* eagernefs he expeftedji^he commanded the public, granaries 
to be Ihut up, with a defign to ftarve them, and neglefted 
no opportunities that oBFered to injure them. Once, In par- 
ticular, he caufed them all to be driven by his guards out 
of the circus; on which occafion great numbers of the 
common people were cruflicd to death in the throng, and 
above twenty knights, and as many women of diftindion, 
loft their lives. At another time, becaufe they did not de- 
clare for the gladiators, whom he favoured, be caufed the 
awning, which covered the amphitheatre, to be taken down; 
and having thus cxpofcd them to the fcorcljing heat of the 



Hisfeeond 

confiJJbip. 



k Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 
» Dio, in Excerpt. Val. p. 673, 
T^cit. Ann. irb' vi. cap. 4. 



1 Senec. de Ira, lib. iv. cap. %%. 
^ Dio, |>. 649. Suet. cap. 17. 
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fiifi, lie threatened with inftatit death fuch as (hould oFer 
to retire ^ The acclamations of the people in the theatre 
difpleafing him, he uttered the inhuman wifh, thht the 
whole Roman people had but one necki that he might dif« 
patch them all at a blow (M). 

Hiiloriansy amongft the tranfadions of this year, take 
notice of the foolilh regard he paid to one of nis horfes, 
named Incitatus, whom he often invited to his table, fed 
with gilt oats, and prefented with the moft delicious wmcs 
in cups of gold. His liable was compofed of marble, his 
tna^ger of ivory, his collar of pearls, and his covering of 
rich purple. He appointed him a great number of attend- 
ants, and fupplied him*with furniture no lefs magnificent 
than his own, that he might receive and entertain in a man- 
ner fuitable to his rank fuch as came to wait upon him ; 
•for he was A member of the college of Caiui's priefts, and 
colleague to Claudius, to Csefonia, and to the chief nobi- 
lity of Rome : the emperor defigned to raife him to the 
conful(hip> and would have honoured him, as was generally 
belie>red, with that dignity, if he had lived longer p. 

Caius had hitherto difapproved of Tiberius's condutA, and 
feemed to be greatly delighted with the inveftives that were 
tittered againft him. But this year, in the fenate, he told Hisjpnck 
the fathers, that he, who was emperor, might well cenfure to tiffin 
the nrieafures of his predeceffor ; but that it feemcd very "^'* 
ftrange to him, that they fhould prefume to find fault with 
one who had governed them as their lord and fovereign. 
•* You inveigh againil him (faid he) as a tyrant, for having 
put many worthy citizens to death, without refleding that 
yourfelves are involved in the fame guilt, fince he caufed 

* Suet. Cftp. 16. pDIo, p. 650. Suet. cap. 55. 

<M) He often wiflied for fome their lawful fovereign, but as 

great calamity ; and envied Au- an implacable tyrant, one day, 

gufl^us the happinefsof anarmy to be revenged on him, riling 

malfkcred, and Tiberius the dif- up, they abandoned the (hews, 

after at Fidenao, where fiftv which he was exhibiting at 

thoufand perfons were maimed, an immenfe charge ; an af- 

or perifhed, by the fall of an front which piqued him to fuoh 

amphitheatre. Declaring him- a degree, that he immediately 

felf an enemy to his people, he left Rome, and retired to Cam- 

often madeufe of the expreflion pania, whence he did not re- 

of the old tragedian; ** Oderint turn to the city till the feaft of 

dum metuant; Let them hate hisfifter DrufiUa, which he fo- 

me as much as they pleaf^, fo lemnized with extraordinary 

they fear me," The people, magnificence (i). 
confidering him no longer as 

(1) DiOi p.6jo« Suet. cap. 30. 

none 
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none to be executed, who had not been firft convi£le<i By 
your evidence, and condemned by your decrees. Since 
you honoured him fo much during his life, it ill becomes 
you thus to infult his memory after his death. Your con- 
duft ihew^ me what I may expeft from you when Tam 
gone-" Having faid Knahy things to this purpofe, he up-; 
braided the whole fenate as the creatures and dependents 
of bejanus, as the betrayers of his mother and brothers, as 
li herd of mean Spirited Aaves and flatterers; and concluded 
with introducing Tiberius, addreffing him in the following 
terms : " YoU have faid nothing, O Caius, but what I have 
by long experience found to be true : defpife them there- 
fore as unworthy of your efteem and afFe<Sion, and ufe them 
with all the feverity they defetve. They all hate yon In 
their hearts, wifti for your death, and will aflaffinate you, 
if they can with impunity. Lay afide therefore all hopes 01 
gaining their afFedbions, defpife their impotent rage, and 
employ all your thoughts on your own fafety : whatever 
moil conduces to that, is moft juil and equitable. By thefe 
means you will have nothing to fear, you will enjoy your 
pleafures in fafety, and at the fame time be honoured by tbem^ 
for they have not the courage to oppofe you. If you ftudy 
to gain their afFeftions, you may perhaps acquire an empty 
reputation, which will die with you ; but muft refign your 
power, which will offer them an opportunity of attempting 
your life, and deftroying you ; for the yoke of fovereignty 
is ever grievous; a prince is honoured fo long as he is dread- 
ed ; when he is not feared, he is defpifed ; and woe to 
that prince whofe fubjefks are more powerful than him- 
- felf ^." 
Rnfivfs Caius, having thus fpoken, revited the law of treafon, 

the law of and, withdrawing from the fenate, retired into the country. 
maje/fjf. *p]^g fenators, alarmed by fuch an unexpefted fpeech, and 
in the utmoft confternation on account of the dangers that 
threatened them (for who had not exclaimed againft Tibe- 
rius?) were not capable of coming to any refolution that 
day ; but the following, long fpeeches were made in com- 
mendmtion of fo merciful, fo gracious a prince, who, after 
fuch juft and well-deferved reproaches, had been fo generous 
Thejlavi/h as not to exert his vengeance : they decreed, that the day on 
fulfil of the ^iiich he made this memorable fpeech, (hould be yearly 
Jena e* folemnized with viftims and facrifices as a feftival ; and 
heaped innumerable other honours upon a prince who had 
given f^ich uncommon inftances of clemency and good-na- 
ture. One would think, that fuch adulation muft have paff- 

• ^ Dio, p. 65*. Suet. hb. iv. cap. 30. 

cd 
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tA for fatire and mockery : but vanity is a credulous paf- 
fion ; Caius was highly pleafed \i(ith fuch honours and 
praifes ; but neverthelefs put afterwards many of thofe to 
death, who had fpoken ill of Tiberius, though he hated all 
who fpoke well of that emperor ^ 

This year is alfo remarkable for the famous work which ^^j- ^ 
Caius undertook at Puteoli : it is difficult to determine which buildt m 
tvas greater, the folly or the extravagance of the attempt. To brldti^i up* 
fliew his power and greatnefs, and that he was able to walk *»'«'A«- 
upon the fea as well as the land, he caufed an infinite num- 
ber of fhips to be afTcmbled in all parts, and a great many 
new vcflels to be built, which were all brought into the 
Ibay of Baiae and Puteoli in Campania. There from the Thtex^ 
point of Baiae to the oppofite fliore of Puteoli they were p^nceani 
placed in two rows in the form of a crefcent, being fatten- ^^^^^'vu" 
ed and moored together with anchors, chains, and cables. ff*^'?j 
So many (hips were employed in this romantic undertaking, takings ^ 
that, none being left to convey corn to Rome, the city was 
greatly diftrefled by famine, which continued to the reign 
of Claudius % and, to the great fatisfaflion of the tyrant, 
fwept oiF daily great numbers of the people. Seneca tells 
us that, when Caius was killed, there was not fufEcient 
corn in the public granaries to maintain the people eight 
days longer ^ When the fliips were well lecured, vaft 
quantities of large planks »and boards were laid over them, 
and covered with earth. Thento make this ilupendous work 
the more magnificent and furprifing, he fent for an infinite 
number of artificers and workmen, who, at an immenfe 
charge, .and with incredible expedition, Caius punifhing 
the lead remiffiiefs with inftant death, built houfes, and 
convenient inns, on the bridge, for the reception of the em- 
peror, and his numerous retinue. Into thefe public build- 
ings was conveyed frefli water in pipes from the land, Caius 
. delighting in fuch things only as to others feemed impof- 
fible. When this work was completed, Caius repaired to 
it with all the great lords of Rome, attended by crowds of 
people, who flocked from every quarter to behold the parade. 
Upon his arrival at Baiae, he offered folemn facrifices to the 
gods," efpecially to Envy, left the other deities fhould be 
touched with jealoufy in feeing their glory eclipfed. 

Then, proudly adorned with magnificent robes of gold, j/:, rtnjeU 
and armed with the breaft-plate of Alexander the Great, onthu9<» 
having a civic crown on his head, accompanied with the cafim* 
great officers of his army, and all the nobility of Rome, he 

' Dio, p. 651. • Suet cap. 37. Jofeph. Antiq. lib.xix. 

cap. I. > Senec. de Brev. Vit. cap. 18. 
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mounted on horfeback, and entering upon the bridge; at 
Baise, rode in triumph to Puteoli. There he paflfed the re- 
maining part of the day, and the following nighty when, 
with an infinite number of torcheSi lantherns, and other 
lights, placed in different parts of the work, the fea, the 
neighbouring mountains^ and the fhore, were illuminated 
to a vaft diftance, Caligula boafling, that he had turned 
the night into day, as well as the fea into land. Next day 
he appeared in the habit peculiar to the charioteers in the 
circus^ and in a carriage drawn by two fine horfes, at« 
tended by young Darius, the Parthian hoftage, a fquadron 
of his guards, in bright armour, and a great train of bis 
friends, magnificently attired, hefet'outon his return to 
Baise. He halted, however, about the middle of the bridge*, 
and there afcending a magnificent throne, made a folemn 
oration in praife of his own exploit in riding fo many miles 
upon the fea, and of the pains and care taken by his fol- 
diers and workmen, among whom he diftributed large re- 
wards. He fpent all the day, and the next night, in this 
place, revelling and banqueting with his friends. When 
he began to be heated with wine, that he might perform 
fome memorable a6lion before he left his bridge, he fud- 
dcnly caufed great numbers of people to be thrown into the 
fea, without diftinftion of friend or foe, nobk or ignoble; 
and, when they attempted to climb up into the veuels, he 
ordered them to be thruft off; fo that many periOied, 
though the far greater part fav^d themfelves by fwimming, 
though intoxicated, the fea proving extremely calm and 
fmooth the whole time, a circumftance which Caius ridl- 
culoufly afcribed to the rcfpeQ: Neptune had for him as a 
more powerful deity " (N). 

Caius having by this and many other extravagancies ex- 
haufted his exchequer, was guilty of all manner of rapine, 
and invented fuch penalties, con&fcations, and impofls, as 
had never been heard of before. He would not allow any 
one to be legally a citizen of Rome whofe grant ran in the 
following terms, " To him and his pofterity ;^ unlefs he 
was the fon of him who obtained the grant ; pretending, 

■ Dio, p. 553. Suet. lib. iv. cap. 19, 37. Jofeph^ Antiq. lib. xviii. 
cftp- 6- ^l»b. »ix. cap. 1. Senec.Brev. Tit. cap. it. 

i(N) After this Caius returned &lf. Upon his departure, the 

<o Rome, and entered the city bridge, a% Dio Camos feems to 

in triumph, for having over- iniinuate (1), was immediately 

come, as he boailed, nature it- i)roken down. 



(0 DiQ, p. 653, 
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liiat thp word />3/?m>y did pot expend heyopd jhat degree ; 
To that moft or the {iopi^n citizens were 9gaifi obliged to 
purchafe their freedom. He declared yofd ^nd of hq effe& 
the wills of all from tl^c beginning of Tibcrjus's reigo, who 
had pot named either th?t prince or hJmfclf amonglt their 
heirs. |p cpnfequence of this declarauon feveral perfong 
named him ip their will3 fimongO^ th^jr friends and cbiU 
dren, which he knowing, caufed themi Mndf^r various prcr 
tenceSy to be put to death, that he might receive his (hare 
the fooner : he was even heard to fay, thaf it was a gre^t 
prefumption in them to live and keep him out of his inhe- 
ritance. * No commodities wh^itever^ not evep the necef- 
faries of life, werp exempt froip taxation. For all aftion^ 
at law, in what place foever commenced, he ex^fled the 
fortieth part of thp fubjeft in conitroyerfy, aud laid heavy 
fines on fuch as were .convi£^ed either of compounding or 
dropping the fuit. He enafted a law, enjoining all arti- 
ficers, labourers, porters, and carriers, to pay into the ex- 
chequer the eighth part of their daily gains. Every profti- 
tute was obliged to give a certain portion of what (he earn- Tumj Ah 
cd ; he was not afhamed to turn his own palace into a bro- pa/ace jrrt9 
thel-houfe, maintaining there great numbers of proflitytes, « ^'^•'A'' 
and fending his officers to invite people pf fill ranks to hi^ f»a-/W#!' 
diversions (0)» ' Th 

(O) He rcceiyed thjS money Jold the company, that while 

himfelf of fuch as came, and they fat playing for fma) I fums, 

ordered his officers to enter theif* he had won fix hundred thou- 

names in his hooks as perfons fand fefterces. ^e ufed fre* 

well affected to C^far, He like* quently to expofe to fale the ef- 

wife encouraged gaming-houfes, ^6b of the condemned perfons, 

frequenting them himfelf; and and oblige the rich citii:ens to 

at lafl he appointed an apart- buy them a|t the price he wa9 

ment ^p his o^yn p&Iace for pleafed to fet upon them ; which 

gamefl^rs, and there fpent great was fo high, that many noble 

part of his time. We are told, families w^rc by thefe meant 

that one day obferving two Ro- reduced to poverty. He forced 

man knights of great eftates ac- a wealthy citizen, named Apol- 

cidentally palling by, he imme- lonius Saturninus, to pay nine 

diately went down, caufed both millions of fellerccs for thirteen 

ito be apprehended, and their gladiators, whom he expof(bd to 

edates to be confifcated; and fale with all the furniture of th^ 

then, returning with joy to his amphitheatre. A daughter bc- 

game, boaHed that he had ne- ing born to him about this time, 

yer had a better throw. An- he complained publicly of hif 

pther time, wanting money for poverty, not oply as an cmpe- 

his ftake, he went down and ror, but as a father; but ap-' 

caufed feveral noblemen to be plied tahis own ufeall thepfe- 

put to death; then returning, lent? and co^tri^utipni iQiidc |)y 

Vol. XII. C c ' the 
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The law of majefty, which he revived, proved ait ihexa 
hauftible fund for increafing his revenues. Dio CaiSus 
Puts many enumerates many citizens who fufFered death for thcii' 
to^deathfir .^ealih ; and tells us, that Junius Prifcus, praetor, who had 
been condemned and executed under pretext of fome othef 
crime, being found, after his death, poflefled but of a fmall 
eftate, the emperor cried out, " I have been impofed upon ; 
Junius was not guilty (P)." Lucius Vitellius, governor of 

Syria, 



their 
wealth* 



the people for the education 
and portion of the child (i). 

(P) Dio Caffius tells us in 
this place how Domitius Afer 
efcaped condemnation. He had 
been under Tiberius a zealous 
accufer, and a£led that part 
againft Claudia Pulchra. It 
Wiis not, however, this that pro- 
voked Caius againft him, but 
his being efteemed the moft elo- 
quent orator of his age, which 
glory Caius thought due to him- 
felf ; and therefore refolved to 
rid himfelf of the only perfon 
who difputed it with him. Do* 
mitius erected this year a llatue 
to the emperor, with an infcrip- 
tion, importing, that he was 
conful the fecond time in the 
tvventy-fcventh year of his age. 
This expreffion he meant as a 
compliment ; but Caius, who 
wanted to deftroy him, pretend- 
ed, that he thereby reproached 
him with his youth, and a vio- 
lation of the laws forbidding 
any one to be railed to the cpn- 
fular dignity at that age. He 
therefore took upon himfelf to 
accufe him, and delivered in 
the fenate a long fpeech, which 
he had compofed againft him. 
Domitius, infiead of anfwering 
it, extolled the eloquence of 
the fpeaker, admired the pro- 
priety of his expreffions, re- 
peated the moft remarkable paf- 



fages, giving them their due 
weight, and pointing out their 
beauties. When he was order- 
ed to make his defence, inftead 
of anfwering the emperor's ora- 
tion, he threw himfelf at his 
feet, acknowleged him for his 
mafter in eloquence, and de- 
clared, that he defpifed lite 
after he was thus bereaved of the 
glory on which he piqi|edhim* 
felf, of being efteemedthe bcft 
orator of his age. Caius was fo 
well pleafed with this pretended 
fubmiflion, that he not only 
forgave him, but raifed him that 
year to the confulate ( 2 ) . Phila 
places in this year the mailacre 
of the exiles, and tells us, that 
Caius, not being able one night 
to take any reft, being haunted, 
as it frequently happened, with 
inward horrors, began to think 
that the baniflied pcrfbns were 
too happy, that they lived in 
eafe and tranquility, and want- 
ed neither the neceilkries nor 
conveniences of life : conclud- 
ing with himfelf, that it was 
not reafonable criminals fbould 
enjoy any happinefs, as Xbon as 
day appeared, he made a lifl of 
the moft eminent perfons among 
them, and difpatched officers 
with orders to put them all to 
death (3). Eufebius fixes this 
horrid execution in the laftycnr 
of Caius's reign (4) ; but Philo 



- (i) Suetonw cap. 3S — 43. Dio, p. 650. (a) Dio, p. 6449645* 

(3) Philo in FUcc. p. 990, 991. (4) Eufeb. in Chron. 

placet 
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Syria, had acquired prodigious wealth in that province ; Defigns to 
and befides his great power, and the reputation he had gain- dejiroy Lw 
ed amongft the foldiery, gave Caius no fmall uneafinefs, who ^'*" ^''''- 
thereupon recalled* him, with a deCgn to put him to death, "^**8°'^^^'' 
under pretence tbatthrough his negligence the Parthians had „-^ . 
driven Tiridates from the kingdom of Armenia, which had 
been beftowed on him by Tiberius. Vitellius was a man of 
fuperior talents and qualifications, had eminently diflingui(h- 
ed himfelf in the army, and in the government of provinces, 
fays Tacitus '^, excrcifed the integrity of a primitive Ro- 
man : but his dread of Caligula changed him into a con- ivhofot' 
temptible flave \ and he is tranfmitted to pofterity as a pat- /^'^■' ^j^ '"'•• 
tern of the mofl infamous flattery. The firft time Caius /^^'^^'^f 
deigned to admit him to his prcfence, he appeared before /,/^, 
him in humble attire, approaching him as a deity, liis head 
veiled, turning himfelf round, and then falling proftrate ^. 
Caius was fo pleafed with this unexpefted behaviour, that 
he not only pardoned him, but henceforth numbered him 
amongft his moft intimate friends,; for he was the firft who 
introduced amongft the Romans the Parthian cuftom of ap- 
proaching the emperors y. Whe fhall have occafion to re- 
late, in the courfe of this hiftory, other inftances of his 
flavi(h fpirit and fei^vile fubmiffion ( Q^), ro, 

V Tacit. Ann. lib. vi. cap. 3s. x Suet, in Vit. cap. %* y Dio, 
p. 66n PhilaLcgat. p. 1008. Suet. ibid. 

E laces it before the difgrace of eloquence of Seneca, though 

.epidus, which happened this then in great efteem, calling his 

year {5). writings fand without lime. 

( Q^) We are told that Se- Caius himfelf was no contcmpti- 

neca was about this time in ira- ble orator, had a great fluency 

niinent danger of lofing his life, and command of words, and 

for having pleaded a caufe in fuch a clear voice and diftind: 

the fenate with great eloquence, pronunciation, that he was 

and univerfal applaufe. This heard at a great diftance. He 

Caius, who was prefent, and often pleaded in the fenate for 

pretended to be the beft orator or againft fuch perfons ofdif- 

of his age, could not bear, and tin6tion as were accufed, not 

would therefore havedifpatched being governed by friendfliip or 

him, had he not been affured enmity, but by thefubjcd; for 

by one of his courtefans, that he was ready to accufe a triend 

Seneca was infe6ted with a dif- or defend an enemy, according 

temper, which would foon cor- as he thought the fubject moft 

rupt his body and put an end to proper to difplay his eloquence- 

hislife(6). Caius defpifed the When he declaimed, he con- 

(5) Idem ibid. (6) Bio, p. 665. 
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Caius di* The laft of Auguft, being his birth-day, the confuis /d^4 
fifii b§th got to order the people to obfenre it as a ieftival ; a oegIe£l 
i9w/uitn which incenfed Caius to fuch a degree, that on the fecond 
of September he depofed them, and caufed their rods to be 
broken. This proved fuch a fevere mortification, that one 
of them laid violent hands upon bimfelf. The pretence 
which Caius took for thus dripping them ignominiouflv of 
their dignity, was their obferving the fecond of Septemoer, 
> the anniverfary of the battle of A£tium, as a feftival. This 
indeed was cuftomary ^*but the eoiperor, who was defcended 
from A uguftus by his mother Agrippina, and from Antony 
by his grandmother Antonia, previotiily informed his friends, 
that the confuis could not avoid giving him on that day a 
favourable opportunity to revenge the late affront, either 
by omitting to celebrate the viftory of Auguftus, or by fo- 
lemnizing the defeat of Antony '. Accordingly, the con^ 
fuls having celebrated, with the ufual ceremonies, the an- 
niverfary of the AQiac viflory, they were the fame day de- 
pofed by Caius's order, who alleged/ that they had folcm* 
nized not fo much the vi£tory of Auguftus, as the defeat 
of his great-grandfather Antony. The city was then three 
days without confuis, that isi the third, fourth, and fifth of 
September ^ ; but on the fixth Domitius Afer, and another, 
whofe name has not been tranfmitted to us, were nominat- 
Forbids the ed to that dignity. Caius prohibited the vi£tories gained 
wiHoriis of by Auguftus in oicily'and at Adium to be folemnized f«r 
A^^r /f"' '* future, faying, that they had proved -tragical and cala- 
mi%ed!^' ^i^o*^s''to the Roman people ; though at the fame time he 
declared, that his mother Agrippina was not the dau^ter 
of Agrippa, but of Auguftus, by his own daughter Julia. 
Thus he chafe rather to afperfe the memory of bis greats 
grandfather, and owe his birth to an abominable inceft, 
than derive his pedigree from Agrippa, who was not of an 
illuftrious defccnt *. 
Yr. oF Fl. Towards the end of the year, Caius undertook an expe- 
A*D^ dttion into Gaul, under colour of oppofing the Germans, 
u/c/787! who were faid to have committed fome hoftilities ; but his 
- real motive was, to plunder that wealthy province and 

• DiO| p. 655. b Suet. cap. s6« % Xd^m ibid, cap. %%, 

ftantly invited, by a (Hiblic pro- the other liberal arts, he ftudied 

clamation, the knights, who eloquence with great appJioi- 

never Failed to applaud him : tion nnd ^nerally fpoke very 

indeed he deferved their ap- pertinently (7). 
plaufe ; for though he flighted 

(7) Suet, cap 5 J. 

Spaiii> 
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Spain, after he h^d, with extravagant tributes and taxes, Frepam 
quite drained Italy. He never imparted this defign, till, ogainfi thg 
going one day to Mevania, at a fmall diflance from Rome, <*'''«^«'» 
to kt the celebrated river and foreft at Clitqmnus, he was 
advifed to comptete the number of the Batavians, who were 
then his guards. Upon this hint he refolved to make war 
on the Germans, and without farther deliberation ordered 
a great number of legions and auxiliaries to be drawn to- 
gether, new levies to be made with great diligence, and a 
prodigious quantity of provifions to' be got ready. His or- W^ march, 
ders being executed with furprifing expedition, he imme- 
diately began his march, moting fometimes fo rapidly, that 
the praetorian cohorts were- obliged to have their ftandards 
brought after them on their, fumpter-horfes ; at other times 
fo llowly, that he feemed to walk only for his amufement. 
He was carried the greateft part of the way in a litter on 
eight men's Ihoulders, having difpatcbed mefTengers, com.- 
manding the neighbouring cities to have their roads well 
fwept and watered, that he might not be troubled with duft- 
He was attended in this mock expedition by Herod king of 
Batanea and Trachonitis, and by Antiochus king of Coma- 
gene, and followed by a tfain of gladiators, comedians, buf^ 
foons, and loofe women, with whom he fpent his whole 
time **. 

When he arrived at the place where the legions were en- Jrrhuif at 
camtfed that guarded the banks of the Rhirie, he reviewed '^^ R^»f» 
bis torces, which amounted to two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand men. To acquire the reputation of 
^ rigid obferver of military difcipline, he difmiffed, with 
ignominy and difgrace, feveral old officers, pretending that 
they were unfit for the fervice, but in reality to exempt 
himfelf from the obligation of paying them the rewards due 
to veterans *^. He pafTed the Rhine ; but after advancing a tmdpafis 
few miles into the country, he returned without having '^* ft^tr* 
killed, or even feeo, a fingle enemy ; though it might have 
been expe£^ed from his preparations^ that he would have 
foon over»run the whole country. Tacitus tells us, ,that 
one Brinio, or Brenno, prince of the Cjininefates, ridiculed 
with impunity this foolifli expedition of Caius **. And in- 
deed there was rcafon to cenfurc his abfurd condud ; for 
while he, who had threatened the Barbarians with utter 
deftruftion, was paffing in, his chariot through a narrow 
lane, and his troops were forced to break their ranks on ac- 
count of the narrownefs of the place, an officer obferviyg, 
that great would be their confufion, if the enemy ihould 

b Dio» p. 656. Saet lib. iv. cap. 43. c ibid. iib. iv. cap« 44* 

Dio, p. 657, 658. <* Tacit. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 15. 
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appear, he immediately^ threw himfelf out of his chariot^ 
mounted his 1)orfe, and ealloped to the bridges with a de- 
fign to repafs the river ; but finding them crouded with the 
fervants and baggage of the army, he made them hand him 
from one %o another, and convey him over their heads, 
thinking he could not too foon get out of the enemy's coun- 
try. Being afterwards recovered from his fright, and 
affured that there was nothing to fear, he ordered fome of 
his German guards to crofs the Rhi^ie, and softer having 
concealed ihemfelves fpr fome time in a neighbouring 
foreft, rife out of their ambufcade in a great tumult and 
hurry; and that upon the alarm, which this, would occa-r 
fion, word might be brought him that the enemy was at 
hand; which ridiculous order being obeyed, ^he mock 
hero, ftarting from table, and putting himfelf at the head 
of a party of the praetorian horfe, haftened to oppofe the 
enemy, and, advanjcing to the foreft, fpent the remaining 
part of the day in cutting down trees to ereft trophies for fo 
fignal a vi£lory. Upon his return he reproached with 
cowardice thofe who had not followed him, but rewarded 
fuch as had borne the brunt of the day with a new fort of 
crowns, which, to diftinguifh them from all others, he 
called exploratoriae (R). 



(R) This expedition, how- 
ever glorious and fuccefsful, not 
fatisfying his martial ardor, he 
refolved to fignalize himfelf by 
fome other iliil more noble at- 
chlevement. With this view, 
he ordered fome children, whom 
he kept as hoilages, to be pri- 
vately conveyed away, and in- 
formation brought him that 
they had made their cfcape ; 
upon which he immediately 
moiVpted on horfeback, purfued 
the fiippofed fugitives, with a 
detach rti^nt of cavalry, and 
brought them back loaded with 
chains. Atterthefe heroic at- 
cb'.evements, he wrote a letter 
to the fenatc, complaining of 
them and the people, for indulg- 
ing themfelves in banquets, 
pleafures, and diverfions, while 
Caefar was fighting, and expofed 
for their fafety to fo many pe- ' 



rils and hazards. But the moft 
glorious of all his exploits was, 
his receiving under his pro- 
tedtion Adminius, who, being 
banifhed by his father Cinobc- 
linus, one of the kings o( Bri- 
tain, fled to him with a fmnll 
retinue. This feemed to him 
fo memorable an action, that he 
immediately wrote boatiing let- 
ters to the fenate, as if he bad 
fubduedthe whole ifland, ftri£t- 
ly enjoining the melfengers to 
ride dire(?itly through the forum 
to the palace, and not to de- 
liver his letters to the conluls, 
but in the prefence of the fe- 
nate affembled in the temple of 
Mars, In the mean time he 
catifed himfelf to be fcven times 
proclaimed emperor by his vic- 
torious troops on the banks of 
the Rhine (i). 



(i) Sueton. lib. iv. cap. 4.4, Die, p. 657. 
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. "The Gauls would have efteemed themfchres. happy,. had His extor* 
be done them no more harm than, he did the enemy ; but ''^' ^*^ 
his avarice, equal to his prodigality, prompted him lo harafs ^q''J i *" 
and opprefs that unhappy nation wilh fuch extortions, as 
reduced even the moft wealthy to beggary. Not fatisfied 
with the great prefents, which he obliged both the cities and 
particular perfons to make him» he caufed the moft wealthy 
men in the province, though free from all guilt, to be ac- 
cufed of treafon, that he might confifcate their eftates, 
vrhich he fold in perfon, obliging others to purchafe them 
at the price he thought proper to prefcribe. Having one 
day loft at dice an immenfe fum, he caufed the regifters, 
iwhich ferved for the cenfus, to be brought to him ; and 
writing a lift of thofe who poffefled the greateft eftates in 
the province, ordered them to be immediately put to death, 
jind feized all their effefts *. 

About this time a confpiracy was difcovered againft TAg confpL 
.'Caius ; but whether it was real, or only imaginary, is ftill ^^^ •/ ^^ 
uncertain. Lepidus and Getulicus were faid to be at the ^^^J|^^^ 
head of it. Cneius Lentulus Getulicus had commanded 
the legions in Higher Germany for the fpace of ten years^ 
Tiberittsi not daring to remove him, as we have related in 
the hiftory of that prince's reign ; but he was doomed to 
death by Caius, fays Dio ', for being greatly beloved by the 
foldiery on account of his clemency and good-nature. Some 
monuments have reached our times of the facrifices which 
were offered on the tTyenty-feventh of 06lober, by way of 
thankfgiving for the happy difcovery of the wicked deOgns 
of Cn. Lentulus Getulicus K His employment was given to 
Sulpitius Galba, afterwards emperor. M. .£milius Lepi- 
dus is fuppofed to have been the fon of Julia, Auguftus's 
grand-daughter, and fifter to Agrippina the mother of 
Caius ^, who neverthelefs pronounced him guilty of trea- 
fon, and commanded a tribune, named Becimus, to cut 
off his head ^ At the fame time he condemned his two Caiusha* 
fifters, Agrippina and Livilla or Julia, for being guilty of mjhes his 
adultery with Lepidus, and privy to the cbnfpiracy; znd, fift^'*-^- 
confined them to the ifland of Pontia, adding with threats, *^%**^ 
" That he had fwords as well as iflands ^ '* After having /^ '**' * 
taken thefe meafures, he wrote a letter to the fenate, ac- 
,quainting them, that he hadefcaped a dangerous con- 
fpiracy ;• and inveighing with great bitternefs againft his 
fifters, whom he fcrupled not to charge with the moft in* 

' e Dio, p. 657. ^ Idem ibid. z Grut. p. 1 17. h Tacit. 

Ann. lib. vi. cap. 30. iDio, p. 648. Senec. £p. 4* ^Siiet. 

in Calig cap. 29. 
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^moufc crimrt. He fent three daggers to ftothe^ to be tontu 
ttiicA to Mars the Avenger, with an infcriptloh, importhigi 
that they had been dfcfigned for his daftroaioh ; and obliged 
Agrippina to cirry the urn with the botles of Lepidite frottt 
Gaul to Rome. He fold all the furnitUirei jewels, flaveSf 
anci evtn the freedmen of his fillers, after their con- 
demnation (S). 

When 

(S) As he degraded hin^felf of a to\vter cbtkfider^ble fains a^ 
to fell them in perfon, he put mobg the people, He built 
hid own price, and obliged certain gallies of cedar, having 
the Gauls to purchafe them,, the {lerns, which were of ivoryi 
This kind of trafHck proving adorned with precious {h)nes, 
very advantageous, he ordered the fails of iilk, the cabins and 
the rich furniture of the impe- galleries fpaciou^ and con ve- 
nal palace, with the robes of nient, with great variety of 
Marc Antony, of Auguilus, of vines and fruit-trees, Under the 
his mother Agrippina, and ihade of Which he ofteii dined, 
others of the imperial family, c5o4fthigalbng the (hereof Cam- 
to be fent from Rome; ahd paniii, with great pomp and 
ibid them in the fame ftianner. fplendor^ entertained by the 
So many carriages, and beads of mijted melody of voices, and 
burden, were employed in coi^- all forts of inflruments. He 
veying the furniture of the im- raifed pillars and towers ih tfa^ 
perial palace from Italy to Gaul, fea, cut his way through rocks 
that no horfes being found to of almofl impenecrabte Hint, 
turn the mills, according to the levelled mountains, and raifed 
cuftom of thole times, the city valleys. He never undertook 
was reduced to great diflrefs for any thing worthy of a prince, 
want of bread. (except a harbBtur, which he 
In luxury and extravagance, began in the neighbourhood of 
he outdid all the prodigals that Rhegium, for the convenience 
the world had hitherto pro- and fafety of the fhips which 
duced. He ufed baths of fweet conveyed corn fronri Alexandria 
. ^ 6ils with the moft coftly per- to Italy ; but this he left unfi- 
fumes that could be purchafed. nifhed* We ought alfo to exr 
At his entertainments he often cept a fine aqueduft, whick 
caufed the Lirgeft pearls to be Claudius finifhed fourteen years 
diifolvcd in vinegar^ to difplay after. He caufed an obeliik to 
iiis grandeur and magnificence, be brought out of Egypt, and 
Sometimes, to divert himfelf placed it in the circus on mount 
with his guefts, he caufed empty Vatican. Me defigned to re 
difhes of pure gdld to be ferved build the palace of Pplycratrt 
\ip, which he diftributed amoAg at Samos, to finifli the temple 
them, faying, that '• at Caefar's of Ajiollo Didrmteus at Miletus, 
table their bread and meatmuft and to found a new city on the 
be nothing but gold." For fe- top of tJife Alps i but his fa- 
Veral days together he delighted vourite project was to cut the 
in throwing down from the top ifthmus of Corinth, and open a 
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When the death of Lepidus atid Getulicus was known at 
Rome, Flavius Vefpafianus, then prxtor, and afterwards 
emperor, who ftadied to infinuate himfelf by any means 
into the emperor's faTour, advifed throwing the bodies of 
the confpirators into the Tiber, and depriving them of the 
honour of fepulture. Neither did the fenate omit fo fa* New ko^ 
vourable ah opportunity of coilferritig new honours upon ^^ourj di- 
the prince; amongft others, they decreed him an ovation* T'^f^^* 
They deputed his uncle ClaudiuS} wiih feveral other per- „J^^^'' 
fons of the firft rank drawn by lot, to go into Gaul, and 
congratulate him, in their name* upon the difcovery of fo 
dangerous a confpiracy, and the deferred vengeance he had 
taken upon the traitors. Caius, not fatis6ed with the bo* 
If^ours decreed him» efpecially with an ovation, and com- 
plaining of the fmall humber of the deputies, ordered fome 
of them to return even before they entered GauU and re- 
ceived the others With great coldnefs. He chiefly refented 
their fending his uncle, as if he were a child, and wanted 
a governor : he did not, however, fend him back ; but 
treated him in a moft ignominious manner^ } and we are 
told, that he caufed him to be thrown into a river the mo- 
ment he arrived "♦ The fenate, thus tutored, decreed him 
greater honours, and fent him a more numerous deputa*- 
tion ; which he received with great marks of fatisfa<^ion| 
and even went out to meet the deputies* In the mean 
time profecutions were carried on at Rome againft the 
friends of Caius's (ifters, and of thofe who had been exe- 
cuted for the late confpiracy. Several sediles and praetors 
were obliged to lay down their employments, and appear 
before the fenate in the habit of criminals. Among the 
reft, Sophromus Tigellirfus was baniflied for a criminal 
correfpottdence with Agrippina. Thefe proceedings terri- 
fied the fenafee, who apprehended ftill greater evils from a 
prince, who was cruel by nature, and guided, as was fup- 
pofed, by the pernicious counfels of the kings Agrippa and 
Antiocbus 

Caius, after the condemnation of his Cfters, divorced his Htwuir* \ 
wif'e Lollia Paulina to marry Milonia Caefonia, who^ was riesCafr^ 
neither beautiful nor young* but mother of three children "'*• 
by another hufband, who was ftill alive. She had, how- 

1 Dio> p. 65S. n Suet, in Claud, cap. 9. 

communication betwieen thofe better fuccefs than thofe who 
two feas; in which undertak- attempted it a rtcr him (i). 
ing he was attended with no 

(1) Jof. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. %, Plin. lib. iv. cap. 4. Suet, in 
Claud., cap. 21. 
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894 



feais tht 
Gtrmans, 



The Roman Hlfidry. 

erer^ a particular talent and addrefs in gaining the affeflions 
of all with whom flie converfed \ infomuch that Caios fin^ 
cerely loved her, and lived longer with her than with any 
other ^ (T). He married her, according to Suetonius, the 
fame day that fhe was delivered of a daughter, declaring 
himfelf her huiband, and the father of the child ; but Db 
fays, that he married her about a month before her deli» 
very. To the child he gave the name of Julia Drufilla, 
carried her to the temples of all the goddeflesin Rome, and 
put her into the arms of Minerva, as if to that powerful 
goddefs he committed the care of her education. He laid 
her likewife at the feet of Jupiter Capitolinus, faying, that 
ihe was common to him and Jupiter, and leaving all men 
to judge which of her parents was the greateft, from which 
fhe derived the more noble origin ^. But nothing more 
convinced Caius that fhe was his daughter (for her mother 
was not renowned for chaftity), than her natural fierce*^ 
nefs, of which (he foon gave fufficient indications, by 
fcratching and tearing the faces of. the little children who 
played with her (U). 

This year the Germans, having collefled their forces to 
oppofe Caius, made, upon his departure, an inroad into 
Gaul ; but were repulfed by Galba w^h fuch vigour and 
expedition ) that Caligula could not forbear commending 
and rewarding both him and his troops^ though he gene- 



n Dio, p. 65s. Sutt. cap. 25. 

cap. I. 

(T) Suetonius tells us, that 
Csefonia gained and maintained 
the affeiftions of Caius by her 
monftrous lewdncfe. After her 
hufband's death, fliewas charged 
with having fixed his afFedion 
to her with an amorous potion, 
which affediing his brain, had 
difordcred his underflanding, 
and occafioned that fury and 
madnefs which had brought fo 
many calamities upon the ftate. 
The emperor often fhewed her 
to his foldiers' habited like them, 
and to his friends, without any 
garments. 

(U) Upon her birth Caius 
complained of his poverty, and 
obliged the people to contribute 



* Jofeph, Antiq. lib. xix. 

large fums for the educating and 
marrying her fuitably to her 
rank, which he applied to his 
own ufe. He likewife declared, 
that, on the fir^ of January, 
he intended to receive new- 
year's gifts, which he did ac- 
cordingly, {landing in the porch 
of his palace, while the people 
and nobility, with full haiids 
and laps, poured out their prc- 
fents before him. He is faid 10 
have had fuch a paffion for mo- 
ney, that his chief delight was 
to walk barefoot, and even roll 
himfelf upon heaps of golc|, 
which he had accumulated by 
all manner of rapine (i). 



(1} Suet, cap* 251 
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raliy, out of jealoufy and envy, difcountenanced fuch of his 
officers as had gained any confiderable advantage over the 
enemy. Caius, who was then in Gaul, arrogated to him<> 
* fel.f the whole glory of this aflion, and acquainted the fe- 
nate with it by a letter, which he Tent wrapt up in a branch 
of laurel, the fymbol of vidory, boafling that he had ut- 
terly defeated the enemy's numerous forces, and rendered 
them incapable of difturbing for the future the tranquility 
of Gaul P. Vefpafian, then prjetor, intreated he might be 
allowed to exhibit extraordinary fports on occafion of fo Gg« 
nal a viftory**. 

In the following year Caius was conful without a col- 
league for the firft twelve days, not defignedly, but becaufe 
he wa$ not acquainted fooner with the death of the perfon 
named for his colleague, who died at Rome a few days be- 
fore he was to enter upon his office '. 

Caius held the confulffiip only twelve days : on his re- 
(ignation two new confuls, probably Publicola and Nerva, 
were nominated. The firft decree they made was, that the 
^nniverfary of the death of Tiberius and DrufiUa ihould be 
folemnized in the fame manner as that of Auguftus. This 
diftin£lion Caius had required in a letter to the new con- 
fuls •- Caius began the year with the murder of Ptolemy^ ^himur- 
king of Mauritania, and coufin-german to his father Ger- derofPto* 
manicus (X). He had invited him to court, and received hmy, king 
him at his arrival with great demonftrations of kindnefs ; of Mauri- 
but obferving one day, as he entered the theatre to behold ^'*'^» 
the fports, that the luftre of his purple drew upon him the 
eyes of the whole company, he caufed him to be immedi- 
ately arretted, condemned him to baniihment, and privately 
ordered hini to be aifaffinated on his journey ^ Dio Caf- 
(ius afcribes his death to the great riches he pofTeil'ed. It 
is certain, however, that the Mauritanians, upon the ne\vs 
of his death, revolted, being excited by Edemon, one of the 
deceafed prince's freedmen, defirous to revenge the death 
pf his mafter. The inhuman and imperious, tyrant caufed 
likewife Mithridates, king of Armenia, to be arretted, but . 
only condemned him to baniffiment. 

Caius, before he left Gaul, declared, that he defigned to Cahs*-s 
invade Britain ; and accordingly ordered his troops, from memorable 
all quarters, to march to the Gauliffi fhore, oppofite to tha,t ^^P'l^l^^* 

a^ainft 

» Perfius, Sitir, vi. ver. 43. q Suet, in Vefpafian. cap. a. 

^ Dio, p. 653. * Dio, p. 656, 659. t Suet. cap. 35. 

(X) He was the fon of Cleo- tra, as Germanicus was the fou 
patia Selene, daughter of An- of Antonia, daughter to the 
tony and \ht celebrated Cleopa- fame Antony, 

iiland. ^ 
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ifland. Upon bis arrival at the place of rendezvous, ho 
drew up hi$ men along the coaft ; and .embarked in a mng-» 
nificent galley. Having advanced a fmali diilance from the 
fhore, he returned precipitately, and, afcending his tribu- 
nal, ordered the warlike engines to be difpofed in order, 
and to the beft advantage, the trumpets to found, and the 
fignal of battle to be given. Neither foldiers nor offi,cers 
could conceive what he had in view, till, at length, he 
fuddenly ordered them to gather the cockle-fhells on the 
ihore, and to fill with them their laps and head-pieces, fay- 
ing, " Thefe are fpoilsof the conquered ocean, due to the 
palace^ due to the Capitol.'* Then, to reward his fellow- 
foldiers for fuch an important viftory, he diftributed among 
them a very incpnfiderable fum, bidding them be merry, 
and enjoy, in fafety, the rewards of their valour. That fo 
glorious a conqueft might never be forgot, he erefted a high 
tower, according to the model of the pharos, at Alexan-< 
dria, furnifhed with lights to dire3; (hips at fea, in the 
night \ 
Bh folly Caius now thought of nothing but the preparations for a 

andambi- triumph due to his noble atchievements. Accordingly, 
thn, he wrote to his officers at Rome, enjoining them to get 

every thing ready for the moft magnificent triumph that had 
ever been elhibited ; but, at the fame time, cautioning 
them not to put him to any extraordinary expence, fince 
every man's eftate was at their difpofaU Before he left 
Caul, he chofe the tailed men of that province, without 
diftinftion of rank or condition, to grace his triumph, giving 
them German names, and obliging them to learn that lan- 
guage, to let their hair grow, and colour it red, that they 
might refemble Germans. He Hkewife commanded the 
gallies, in which he and his chief officers had put to fea, to 
be con veyed to Rome, the greateft part of the way, by land *. 
Before he left Gaul, he defigned to have put thofe legion$ 
to the fword that had mutinied after the death of Auguftas, 
Mh entel and embarraflcd his father Germanicus*. His officers, with 
dtfigt'* the utmoft difficulty, difTuaded him from cutting them all 
off; but could not, by any means, divert them from deci- 
mating them for a crime which had been fo many years be- 
fore committed* and forgiven. Notwithftanding the warm 
rernonftranccs of his friends, and chief officers, he ordered 
them to afl'emble, without arms, to receive his commands. 
The legionaries, not fufpefling, in th6 lead, his defign, 
readily obeyed ; and, in the mean time, the cavalry began 
to furround them. This circumftance appeared fufpicious, 



* Suet, cap^ 46. Dio, p. 659. 



' Suet. cap. 4.7. 



and 
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ftiid many of them ftole away, to take their arms, with % 

defign to /ell their lives dear, in cafe any vipl^nce fhould 

be offered. He no fooner perceived their intenuon, than he SusQutfir^ 

difmiffed the affembly* and haftily fled to Rome, that he Rome* 

might vent his rage upon the fenate, for the wrong be pre* 

tended they had done him, by not decreeing him a triumph % 

though he had declared the year before, that they had no 

right to decree him any honours ; ami that he would punifh 

them with the utmoft feverity, if they pretended to affume 

5iny fuch privilege. As he drew near Rome, he forbad any 

of the fenators to meet him : he would not, however, en* 

ter the city in triumph, but contented himfelf with anova<* 

tion, making biB entry on the laft of Auguft, which was hi3 

birth- day, four montns and fome days before his death: 

From this-time he refolved utterly to extirpate the fenate | rarioas /•• 

and would have put his horrid defign in execution, had he Jfances ef 

not been prevented by death. Mean while, he caufed fe- ^'^ cruei^. 

veral fenators of diftin£tion to be inhumanly murdered \ 

one^in particular for no other crime bujt becaufe he begged 

permiffion to (hut his eyes, being commanded by hira^ 

though nothing was laid to his charge, to afBfl: at the exe«> 

^ution of his fon y. However, he was reconciled to the fe* 

pate, before his death, on the following occafion : ProtOi* 

genes, his chief favourite, coming one day uucxpe£ledly in*- 

%o that affembly, under colour of delivering fome meffagc 

from the prince, and all the fenators crowding round him 

to pay their court to him, he fixed bis eyes on Scribonius 

Froculus; and, with an angry tone, ** How dare you (faid 

he) prefume to appear before me, you who ate an enemy 

to Caefar ?'' There wanted no more ; the other fenators in*- 75^^ ^^^ 

ftantly fell ypou him with their daggers, ftabbed him ifi dtath rf 

feveral places, and then delivered him over, as a public Scrih§mMi 

enemy, to the mob, who tore him in pieces, and dragged ^^^^^' 

his mangled limbs about the ftreets, Caius beholding, with 

infinite pleafure, fo difmal a fpe£kacle (Y). 

It 
y Suet, in Cal. c;ip. 27, 28. Dio« p. 660. 



(Y) Suetonius relates, 'that 
this worthy fenator was thus in- 
humanly butchered, merely t<x 
gratify the bloody difpoiition of 
Caius, who, wifliing to fee a 
fenator thus mangled, had, 
without the leaft provocation, 
^pitched upon him. Neither 
was his cruelty fatiated, till the 
limbs and bowels of the inno-* 



cent victim were brought be- 
fore him. Being highly pleaf- 
ed with fo difmal a flght, and 
the readinefs the fenate had 
fliewn to take vengeance on hi^ 
fuppofed enemy, he declared 
himfelf, by a public edidt, re- 
conciled with that body : and 
the fenate, on their fide, to 
acknowlege fo great a favour, 

. honoured 
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It iitraS ^tdut this period that the Jews undetwent a ter- 
rible perfec^tion at Alexandria, where they were very nu- 
merous ; had a chief intitled alabarchus, and a council of 
their own ; fo that they formed adiftinft and feparate body 
from the Egyptian natives, by whom they were deteftcd 
and abhorred. When the emperor Caiiis infifted upon be- 
ing worfhipped as a deity, the Alexandrians not only com- 
plied with this impious order, but, in order to gratify their 
malice, they fet up by force and violence his ftatues in the 
Jewifh oratories and fynagogues. In thefe outrages they 
were encouraged by the connivance of the Roman governor 
C. Avilius Flaccus, who thwarted and opprcfled the Jews 
on every occafion, in order to ingratiate himfelf with the 
Alexandrians. Thefe outrages againft the religion of the 
Jews produced frays and feditions, in confequence of which 
Flaccus publiftied a decree, declaring the Jews ftrangers irt 
Alexandria, and confined all of that nation to one quarter 
of the city, which could not poflibly contain one half of 
their number : by thefe tyrannical proceedings, they were 
not only expofed to miferies of all kinds, but many of them 
were driven to defpair, and afts of extravagance , which 
gave their enemies a handle for infli£ting upon them the 
mod cruel puniihments : in a word, tiiey groaned under 
every fpecies of oppreflion, until Flaccus was recalled, when 
they began to enjoy a little refpite. In this interval, by 
means of their king Agrippa, who was at Rome in high fa- 
vour with Caius, they obtained permifBon to fend deputies 
thither, in order to juftify their own condu£t, and fpecify 
their grievances before the emperon This deputation was 
headed by the celebrated Philo, the mod learned Jew of 
Alexandria, whofe brother was alabarch of the nation. 
At the fame time the Alexandrians difpatched another de- 
putation, under the conduft of Apion the grammarian, in 
order to oppofe the remonftrances of the Jews. Thefe de- 
puties found means to intereft in their cafe the famous Hc- 
lico, originally an Egyptian flave, but now chamberlain to 



honoured him fometiroes with 
the title of hero, and fometimes 
of god ; which fcandalous flattery 
inflated him to fuch a degree, 
that thenceforth he (hewed him- 
felf more arabitious than ever 
of divine honours, punilhing 
with death, or dooming to the 
mines, or to the drudgery of 



mending the public roads, per- 
fons of great merit and diftmc- 
tion, for negledling to invoke 
his celeflial genius : nay, ibme, 
for pretended offences againft 
his godhead, were firfl torn and 
mangled with flripes, and then 
fawed afunder (i). 



(0 Soeton. in Calig. Dio, p. 66i. 
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Cdius, wi til whom he was in high favour. Another lucky 
Icircumftance for them, was the information juft received by 
the emperor, that the inhabitants of Jerufalem had abfo- 
lutely refufed to admit his ftatue into the temple. Caius 
was exafperated at this mark of difrefpeA, and in the au^ 
dience which he granted to both deputations together, re- 
ceived Philo and his colleague with indignation and dif- 
dain. Both fides pleaded their caufe before him, while he 
ran about the apartments of a country villa at a fmall dif* 
tance from R.ome^ interrupting them with ridiculous quef- 
tions, and behaving more like a buffoon than an emperor. 
"Though the Jewifti deputies derived unlucky prefages from 
this reception, it does not appear, that Caius took anyfteps 
to the prejudice of their nation. They had a powerful ad- 
vocate in Agrippa, who retained his influence with the em- • 
pcror to the laft j and the ftorm from Jerufalem blew over: 
neverthelefs the Jews at Alexandria continued to be op- 
preflccj, till the acceflion of Claudius to the empire, when 
they had recourfc to arms, and raifed an infurre£lion ; 
Ixrhich, however, was foon appeafed. Finally, by the inter- 
ceffion of the two kings Agrippar and Herod, an edid was 
^obtained from Claudius, reftoring to the Jews all the pri- 
vileges they had formerly enjoyed at Alexandria, and an- 
nulling all the decrees which Cams had ifiued againft them *. 

DioCafiius, after a long detail of his cruelties, and the Theinam' 
difmal effefts of his pride, a?arice> lewdnefs, and prodiga* fi^^^ 
lity, obferves, that he was chiefly remarkable for the in- f^'!|^ 
conftancy and ficklenefs of his temper, which often hurried *"*^' 
him, in a moment, from one extreme to another. Some- 
times he liked to fee^ his palace crowded, and fometimes 
would fee no company, not even his moft intimate friends. 
He was difpleafed when any petition was prefented to him ; 
and more fo, when nobody appeared to afk him any favour: 
fometimes he difpatched bufinefs with great expedition ; 
at other times he was flow and tedious, putting oflT, from 
day to day, matters which required the greateft diligence. 
He fquandcred away immenfe treafures, with a prodigality 
which knew no bounds ; and amafled frefh fums wicn the 
moft fordid avarice : fometimes he was pleafed with liberty 
of fpeech, and abhorred flattery ; but, foon after, punifh- 
cd the leaft liberty, and took delight in being flattered. He 
often pardoned tnofe who were guilty of enormous crimes, 
and condemned fuch as were not charged with any : upon 
feme of his favourites he heaped honours and riches, while 
he treated others, without any caufe, with the utmoft'con- 

^ Pliil. in Legat. p. 1043. < Jofepb. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 10. 

tempt. 
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Umpt« So changeable wgs his humoui', fo trari&u$ atkl in^ 

connftent was his cpndud;, that bis moft intipiate friends 
were at 9 lofs what they (hould fay- or do to pleafe him, 
feeing he was often difgufted with what he had been pleafed 
with a few hours before *. ^ . 

In the folbwing year Caius entered upon his fourth con- 
fulihip, having Cn* 8entius Saturninus for his collegue, bu^ 
held it only to the fevcnth of January, when he reGgned 
Acon/hi- *^^ fafces to Quintus Pomponius Secundus. Rome had| 
facyftrm- for the fpace of i)ear four vears, groaned under the oppref- 
gd againft fion of the moft cruel ana inhuman tyrant that had ever 
^^- been invefted with fovereign power ; when at length ven- 

geance overtook the author of fo much blopdilied and flaugh* 
ter. The confpiracy, which, for the prefent, terminated 
the public evils, was chiefly fortnedy carried on, and cxt* 
Cajfius jcuted by Caffius Ch^erea, tribune of a praetorian cohort, 
Chdtreaat who had fignalized himfelf in a very eminent manner, as 
thihtadgf we have already obferved, in the beginning of Tiberius's 
*'• reign, when the legiops in Germapy revolted. As he was 

a man pf no lefs probity than bravery, the hatred he bore 
Caius, on accQunt of his cruelties and extprtions, infpired 
him with Jthe defign of ridding the world of fuch a deteft* 
able moniler* He wa$ already ri^folvedto refignhis employ-* 
ment, ^nd fpend the remaining part of his life in retirement^ 
when he received a coiin^niffion from Caius to coUe£l the 
taxes, for no commodity efcapi^d ^ t^xA the emperor levied 
the ta^es not by the publicans, a$ was ufual, but by the 
/centurions and tribunes of the pnetoxian cohorts, that they 
might reag the advantages accruing. In this commifliofi 
Cb2ere$j who was naturally compaijlion^te* acquitted him- 
felf more tp ikxt fatisfaftjpn of the* opprened people^ than 
jto that of the emperpf 5 who reproached him with want of 
fpirit, and took pleafure in expoCng him to the deriiionsof 
the foldieiy : for though he was a man of great courage 
and refolution, yet, from the manner of his fpeaking, and 
the tone of his voice, no pne would have taken him for 9 
perfon of that extraordinary bravery which he (hewed on all 
occasions. Caius» aow iocepfed agginft him, took occar 
ilon from bis outward appearance to reprpach him wic^ 
eiFeminacy and cpwardice, and rally him as one more fittp 
jpp^verfc with V^omen than to command foLdiers«. 

When it was his turn to come for the parole, the empe- 
ror, by way of raillery, gave him always fome obfccnc 
W<ord, or the name of fome famous prouityte ; infomuch 

ihat the foldier^ could not fprbear laughing M^hen he brought 

I 

m 

^PlOf p. 641— $44. 

them 
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tliem the parole, md often diverted themfelires with fHefl*- 
ing wfaatt word Chserea would bring. As he was a man of Whattrp* 
too great fptrit to endure fuch grofs affironts, he refolved to t/eki/him 
convince the emperor how undefervedly he was taxed with ^^<?'»^ 
c6[eminacy and want of courage : having therefore detcr^ Caiiu. 
mined to be revenged on the tyrant, for thus attempting 
to blacken, with his unfeafonable farcafms, the reputation 
lie had defervedly acquired by his gallant behaviour, he im«> 
parted his defign to fome of his intimate friends, and only 
waited for a favourable opportunity of putting it in execu* 
tion. In the mean time a fenator of great diftindion, 
named Propedius, was accufed by one Timidius of having 
uttered injurious fpeeches againft Caius: the only evidence 
produced againft him was Quintilia, a celebrated come* 
dian; but fhc, when fummoned to appear before th^ 
judges, declared, that fhe had heard no fuch fpeeches. Ti* 
midius then requiring that fhe might be examined by tor* 
ture, Caius ordered Chaerea to fee her immediately put upon 
the rack* 

The tribune was never fo much at a lofs how to behave 
as on this occafion ; for Quintilia was privy to the conrpi- 
racy ; whence be was afrai3 (he might difcover it upon the 
rack, if tortured feverely ; on the other hand, to (hew any 
mercy to her might coft him his life. Quintilia delivered nic^n- 
him from his uneafinefs; for meeting, as Che was led to the fianeyof 
torture, one of the confpirators, (he trod upon his foot, giv- ^•«'«''^» 
ing him thereby to underftand, that no torments could ex- 
tort from her a difcovery of the plot. She bore the rack 
with unparalleled conftancy^ without fufFering a word to 
cfcape her, in prejudice either of Propedius or the confpi- 
rators, though fhe was reduced to fo deplorable a condition 
that Caius himfelf, when (he was brought back to him, be- 
ing moved with pity, and admiring her refolution, ordered 
her a fum of money, and difmiffed Propedius untouched* 
Chaerea was fo afieded with the conftancy of Quintilia, 
and the torments fhe had fufFered, of which he hifmelf had 
been the minifler, that he immediately imparted his dcfign 
to Papinius and Clemens, the former a fellow-tribune of 
the pr^orian cohorts, and the latter the commander of 
the whole body, encouraging them to exert their courage, 
and deliver Rome and the world from a tyrant, who em- 
ployed them not as the officers of his guards, but as his ex- 
ecutioners. They both approved of the defign ; but Cle* 
lliens^ defiling to be excufed from bearing any fhare in the 
execution of it, on account of hi« age^ promifed to affifl 
fhem with his advice ; and taking his leave, left them under 
lio (mall anxiety and apprehenfionof his betraying the fecret. 

Vol. XII. D d Chorea 
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Chaerea, therefore, without lofs of tirnc, had recourfc t9 
Cornelius Sabinus, tribune like wife of a prxtorian cohort, 
whom he knew to be a man of great refolution, a lover of 
liberty, and confequently highly diiTatisfied with the adni>- 
niftration of Caius. Sabinus had formed the fame defigii, 
but had not yet imparted it to any perfon, for fear of being 
difcovered. He therefore readily joined Chasrea> and vrith 
him wentimmediately to found Annius Minucianus» or, as 
others call him, Vinicianus, a fenator of great difttn£}ioa 
and merit, and hated by Caius, who fufpefted him ever 
fince the confpiracy of Lepidus, with whom Minucianns 
had lived in confidence. After the ufual ceremonies vrcrc 
over, Minucianus afked Chserea, what was the parole for 
that day ? which he taking for a fufficient declaration of hi» 
intention, " Do you (faid he, without any farther pream- 
ble) only give me the word Liberty ; and, under your coa- 
du£l:, I will revenge my private iiijuries and the public ca^ 
lamities. Give me the word of command, and Rome fiiali 
no longer groan under ^he oppreffions of an infulting ty- 
rant/* At thef^ words, which Chaerea uttered with great 
vehemence and ardour, Minucianus, embracing him, com- 
mended bis refolution, exhorted him to purfue his defign, 
and prom i fed to affifl:, to the utmoft of his power, with his 
fword and counfel. 

The number of the confpirators increafed daily ; a cir- 
cum fiance which retarded the execution of the defign, 
fome of them being over-cautious, left they fhould mif- 
carry in an enterprize, on the fuccefs of which depended 
their fafety, and the welfare of their country. Chserea of- 
fered to difpatch him when he went to the Capitol to offer 
facrifices for his daughter, or when in his palace he aflifted 
at certain religious ceremonies which he had himfelf iafti- 
tuted. He propofed throwing him down headlong from 
the top of the Julian bafilic, whence he ufed to fcatter mo- 
ney among the populace : but the reft of the confpirators, 
thinking they could not ufe too much caution, did not judge 
any of thefe opportunities fufficiently fafe and proper for 
the execution of their defign. 

However, they all agtced to niake the attempt during the 
fports which were to be exhibited in honour of Auguftus, 
in the palace, on tie twenty-firft of January, and the three 
follo'vving days ; for, after thefe fports, Caius intended to 
leave Rom<:;, and repair to Alexandria, probably to plunder 
the wealthy kingdom of Egypt, as he had pillaged the other 
provinces of the empire. Notwithftanding their agree* 
ment, the confpirators were ftill for deferring the attempt ; 
but Chserea> having called them together on the third day 
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t>f the fports, fexhorted them not to lofe the prefent oppdi"**^ 
tunity : he reprefented the dangers to which their irrefp-^ 
lution expofed them ; and, by a fpeech abounding in noble 
and generous fentiments, infpired them with fuch courage^ 
that they unanimoufly agreed to make the attempt next day^ 
"when Chserea was to be upon guard, and confequently 
to receive from the emperor, according to cuftom, the pa- 
role, with his fword by his fide **. Caius came that day, 
the twenty-fourth of January, more early than ufual, to 
the theatre ^ and appeared, contrary to his cuftom, gay^ 
affable, and good-humoured ; infomuch that the fpe£lators 
were greatly furprifed at his obliging behaviour, and the 
complaifance he (hewed to all who Approached his perfon. 
After he had facrificed to Auguftus, in whofe honour the 
fports were exhibited^ he took his place, having his friends 
and favourites about him, and Chaerea, with the other offi* 
cers that day upon guard, ilood at fome diftance behind. 
When the fports began, Bathybius, who had been praetor^ 
happening to fit by a confular of his acquaintance, named 
Cluvitus, alked him foftly, " Whether he had heard any 
news?" " None at all," anfwe red Cluvitus : ** But I can 
tell you fomething (replied Bathybius), to which you are, 
perhaps, a ilranger : in the piece which is to be a£led to- 
day, will be reprefented the death of a tyrant." Cluvitus 
anfwered with a verfe out of Homer, which he whifpercd 
in his friend's ear : *' Be filent, left fome Greek fhould 
overhear *=." Another entertainment was to be exhibited 
in the night, reprefenting fome fabulous accounts of the 
infernal regions ; for Caius> who delighted in fuch repre- 
fentations, declared, that as this was the iaft day, the fports 
(hould continue all night, with a defign, as was believed, 
to appear himfelf- on the ftage, and there difplay his flcill 
and addrefs in dancing ** (Z).- 

About 

^ Jofeph. Anttq. lib. XIX. cap. t. c Ibid, ^Dio, p. 663, 

(Z) He was, fays Suetonius, and trembling, in apprehenfioa , 

an excellent fencer, dancer, and of immediate death, they fud- 

charioteer i he fometimes danc^ denly heard a great noife of mu* 

ed on the ilage, and frequently fical indruments, and, at the 

before his friends, in the palace, fame time, faw the emperor 

One night, while he was in that come leaping out, in a long robe, 

humour, he fentfor three grave to difplay before them his ikill 

confulars, caufed them to be and addrefs in dank:ing« When 

dwaked out of their deep, and he was tired, he withdrew ; and 

by hit guards hurried away to fent the three confulars word^ 

his palace ; where, while they that they might, when they 

were waiting in a groat, ball, pleaftd| return home. He took 

D d s fuch 
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The COM' About nooni when the emperor ufed to withdraw for a 

fpirators fhoft time, to bathe, and refrefli himfelf with fome nooriA- 

meet with ment, Chaerea Hole oiit, with a defign to kill him, as hepafied 

difappotut' f j,Qjj^ ^^ theatre to his apartment : but Caius, contrary to 

his cuftom, fliewcd no iticlinatioti to leave the fports, telling 

thofe who fat by him, that fince it Was the laft day of the 

fhews, he would not bathe till they were over. At the 

fame time he called for fome refreftiment^ which he 

fhared .with thofe who were about him, amongft the reft 

with Pomponius Sccundus, then coiiful, who fat at his feet, 

. and often kiiTed them. Minucianus, who was next to him, 

and had feen Chwfea go out, rofe with a defign to depart, 

and acquaint the tribune with the emperor's refolution ; 

while Gaiusi taking hold of his robe, ** Sit ftill, friend, 

(faid he, in a very obliging manner), you fliall go with me.** 

Minucianus, as it were but of refpcft^ fat down again, but 

foon after rofe upj and went out 5 neither did Caius oficr 

to detain him, thinking lie went away upon fome nc*- 

ceflary occafion, and would foon return. He found Chaerea 

Waiting in thfe entry which led to the theatre ; and ac- 

ijUaiiited him with the emperor's refolution. In confequence 

of this intitnation, the refolute tribune thinking it advife- 

^bte to fall lipon him in the theatre, rather than lofc the 

prefent 'opportunity^ offered to go immediately, atid ftab 

him iti his feat. Minucianus, and fuch of the confpirators 

as were with him, expefting the fignal, approved of Chae- 

rea*s bold propofal, who was aftually entering the theatre, 

whfert he underftood that the emperor, at the perfuafion of 

AmprotiaS, attd fdme others, who were privy to the con- 

fpiracy, had altered his refolution, and was coining forth. 

The confpirators immediately drew together; and, under 

pretence of clearing the way for the emperor, removed 

fiich as they imagined would afford him any afliflance. 

Caius at length came out, his uncle Claudius, and M. Vi- 

nidus, who had married his fifter Julia, walking before 

AitK pkafuV^ ^ feeing MnefleV which he would fend after kiin, 

the faUflous tniinic dance, that for Ptolemy king of Mauritaiib^ 

he puuiihed^ with great feve- .The knight obeyed, crofledofer 

Hty , fueh a* gate him the leaft to Africa, and prefented thfe I«- 

Jftiflurbttlic^fc. A Roman kcight ter to Ptolemy, who could not 

liiakiiig ft>iiie noifc while he was fbfbear laughing in reading it 5 

dancing, \hc emperor iminedi* for it cbntiBtined'anly iftie ftwo*^ 

fttely ordered him, by a ceto- ing^words: ** To thebifttrtril 

^uridn, to \depiirt that inftant fet ridther good nor hanrm (i)**** 
Oftia , UtA thef c wait for a fetter, 

• hii0| 
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binif with fome perfoaa of great di&in£tion. When he 
entered the palace> inftead of going direftly to his apart- 
Kjci^ntj as ufualy attended by his officers^ • he turned unex- 
pectedly into a gallery^ which led to a private apartmen|:» 
to fee certain youths who had been fi^nt him out of Afia, 
la a£): and dance upon the ftage ; and were juft then af- 
ri^^d. He was fp ple^fed with them, that he would have 
immediately returned to the theatre, being impatient to fee 
them perform, had not the chief of them complained, that 
hq was cold, and begged leave to warm himfelf ®. 

While he was entertaining himfelf with the Afiatic Yn of PI. 
youths, Chaerea came for the parole ; and Caius gave him . *388. 
one, as ufual, rcflefting on his effeminacy and want of ^*q' If* 
courage. Chaerea returned Caius a fmart anfwer $ and, at ' ' ^ ' 
the fame time, drawing his fword, difcharged a violent CaUaffaf* 
blow at him, and wounded him in the neick. Though the JinataL j 
vround did not prove mortal, yet we cannot give credit tp 
l^hofe who alTert, that Chaerea did not, as he might, dif- 

Jatch him at one blow, left he fhould be too foon out pf 
is pain ^ Caius, ftruck with amazement at the boldnefs 
of (he tribunei had not the prefenqe of mind to call for af- 
fiftance : he attempted to fly j bat Cornelius Sabinu^ having 
pufhed him down upon his knees, Chaerea, with another 
blow, broke his jaw-bone j then the reft rufliing in, dif- 
patched him with thirty wounds, he for fome time crying 
ou^ *^ I am ftill alive ;" and the confpirators exclaiming, 
" iCepeat, repeat the blow." We are told that Aquila was 
the perfon who gave him the wound that put an end to his 
life. Some of the confpirators mangled his body, even 
after his death ; and they are faid to have carried their 
rage to fuch a height, as to cut off, and eat, pieces of his 

Such was the. end of Caius Caefar Caligula, the fourth 
emperor of Rome, a prince fo monftrouily wicked, that na* 
ture, fays Seneca, fcemed to have brought him forth, to 
Ihew what mifchief could be effeft^d by the greateft vices^ 
fupported by the higheft authority*' (A). His body remained 

in 

• JoTeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. z. Soeton. cap. 58. Dio, p. 65^. 
f }o/'eph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i. % Dio, p. 663. h Scqec. 

de ira. 

(A) His death happened on on the twenty- iixth of March; 

tlic twenty-fouvch of January : «r three years, tea months, and 

fo that he reigned but three eight days, if we fuppole hioa, 

years, nine months, and twenty- as ibme do, to have begun bi^ 

eight days, according to thofe reigo on the fixteenth day of 

WAofix the death of Tiberius the faid month* HehadUved, 

Dd 3 accords 
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in the phcc where he had been affaffinated, till the night was 

far advanced) when it was privately conveyed to the Lamian 

gardens, where being half-burnt upon a pile haftily erefted, 

it was, without farther folemnity, committed to the earth. 

Ws hodf This laft duty was paid him, according to the Roman wri- 

frivately ters, by his wife Csefonia ; but Jofephus fays, by king 

€owueytd ^grippa, who, mindful of the obligations he owed him, 

Ifumd!*" caufed his body to be removed, left it (hould be infulted by 

the incenfed populace. 

Cbserea^ in order to extirpate the whole race of the 
Xjp.r\^i fent the night after his death a centurion, or ra- 
ther a tribune, named Julius Lupus, to difpatch his wife 
Csefonia, and, with her, his only daughter, an infant. 
The tribune ftabbed, without mercy, the mother; and, 
taking the innocent child out of the cradle, dafhed her 
brains out againft a wall *. The fenate, even after Claudius 
W^s raifed to the empire, were inclined to declare Caius 
infamous. This fentence Claudius, who was his uncle, 
would not ratify ; but, neverthelefs, ordered all his ftatues 
to be pulled down and broken, annulled moft of his ads, 
and gave his afTent to a decree of the fenate, commanding 
his money to be melted down, that both his name ^nd fea- 
tures might be unknown to future ages. 
Thehifth^ As we have hitherto had no proper opportunity to i^ak 
educatian^ of Claudius, who fucceeded his nephew, but had led a rc- 
^^' ^f tired life till he was raifed to the empire, it may not. be 
^ '*'" irpproper to prefix to the hiftory of his reign, a fuccinft ac- 
count of his birth and education, of his good and evil qua- 
lities \ and alfo of his wives, children, and frcedmen \ 
whom we fhall frequently have occafion to bring upon the 
fcene. Claudius was born at Lyons, on the firft of Auguft, 
lulus Antoniiis and Fabius Africanus being confuls ; fo 
that he was now in the fiftieth year of his agc^. He was 
named Tiberius Claudius Nero Drufus Germanicus'. Up- 
on his acceffion to the empire, he affumed the names of 
Csefar and Auguflu;;, as did likewiie all his fucceflbrs : by 
which means the name of Caefar, which was peculiar to 
the Julian family, became a title of dignity, and was given 
to the pr^fumptive heirs of t;he empire.; whereas that of 

1 Suet. cap. 59. pio, p. 663. Jofeph. Ant. lib. xix. ^ Sue^ 

in Claud, cap. z. ^Pi^i Pr ^§5* 

according to Suetonius ( 7 ), fbur months, and twenty rfour 
twenty-nine years; according days (2). 
to others, twenty- eight years, 

(i) Suet. cap. 5Q« (%) CIein« Strom, lib. i. p. 519. Eatrop. 

iftVit.fUud, • 
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Auguftus was a mark of the fovereign power. The name 
«of Julius was entirely laid afide, and never after aifumed by 
any of the emperors". Claudius was, by his mother An- 
tonia, the grandfon of Marc Antony and Oftavia, fifter to 
Auguftus, and, by his fatlier Drufus, who died in Germa- 
ny, the grandfon of Li via Aogufta, and confequently, ne- 
phew to Tiberius, brother to Gerraanicus, and uncle to 
Caius. However, no perfon imagined ht would ever have * 

attained to the fovereign power, till the day he was veftcd 
"with it*^; for, being very fickly during the whole time of 
his childhood and minority, he was fo weakened, both in 
his body and mind, that he was thought incapable of any 
public employment ; and, long after he was of age, kept 
under a governor, of whom he complained, in a book 
which he publifiaed, as of a barbarous and unmannerly 
perfon, who had formerly been a groom, and was placed 
over him, on purpofe tso plague and chaftife liim upon every 
^ivial occafion. 

His mother Afitonia ufed to call him *^ a human Dtlpifrdhf 
monfter, Juft begun by nature, but never finiihed ;" and, olihurtUb' 
' when flic upbraided anyone with «dulnefs and ftupidity, her ''*"• 
common expreffion was, ** You arc as ftupid as my fon 
Claudius i^' his grandmother Livia could not endure him : 
his nephew Caligula, when he had butchered many of his 
kindred, faved him for the purpofes of ridicule : he was 
held in the fame contempt by his fifter Livitla, by Au- 
guftus, and all his family {B}i the kindeft word Auguftus 

gavjB 

^ Goltz, p. 140. ^ Tack* Anna!, lib. ili. cap. i€. 



<B) Auguftus, apprifed of the 
weaknefs df his underftanding^ 
honoured hi«i with no other 
dignity but that of augur ; and^ 
in his lad will, mentioned him 
only amongft his third 'heirs^ 
who were no-way related to 
hixn, and left him but a legacy 
of eight hu^idred feflerces* His 
u^acle Tiberius honoured him 
with the confular ornaments, 
but never sdlowed him to dif- 
charge the office of conful ; and, 
when the young prince impor- 
tuned him for fome real prefer- 
ment, he fent him forty pieces 
x>f gold, againft the Saturnalia, 
cx isails ofSaturo, to lay out as 



he pleafed, in the SijgSilaria ; 
which was a kind of fair after 
the Saturnalia, laftixig feven 
days, and fo called from the 
little images and puppets, in 
Latin, figilla^ which were then 
fold. V|>on this anfwer, Clau- 
dius^ laymg aiide all hopes of 
riiing to any xronfiderable em- 
ployment in th<s (late, abandon- 
ed him (elf to a retired life, 
fpending tas tinoe with perfoos 
much helow his rank, either in 
the gardens he had ip the fub- 
urbs, or at his couutry-houfeiEi 
Campania, where he gave him- 
felf entirely up to gaming and 
drinking ; diverfions fuitable to 
D d 4 the 
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gave hiiH wasi that of Mifcllus, Poor Wretch ^ Being 
thos dcfpifed' and ncgkfted by his own relations, he be-* 
canine the jeft of the court, and was treated, even by the 
freedmen of his uncle and nephew, with great difrefpe£l. 
Ws ttmo' He was not only deftitute of parts, but extremely timorous ^ 
TQufntfu infomuch that there was no .a<:cident fo trivial, no man, 
woman, ilave, or child, fo contemptible, as not to frighten 
him \ and, when frightened, he was altogether incapable 
of reafoning. This timidity was owing to his education ; 
for he was brought up among women and freed men, and 
obliged, from hia infancy, to depend entirely upoin them^ 
and fubmit to their will and pleafure, without having any 
pftffions, or even difcernment, of his own p. He declared, 
after he came to the throne, that, in the reigns of Tibe- 
rius and Caius, hie had counterfeited folly, to efcape their 
a uelty ; but his condu£): too plainly (liewed, that it was 
not affumed, but real''. Suetonius taxes him with being. 
naturally cruel, while others afcribe to his wives and freed- 
mtn the many executions, of which we fhall liave occaflon 
to fpeak, in the hiftory of his reigm Though he had many 
greiit faults, yet, when compared with Tiberius or CaJusy 
tje was not a bad emperor '- 
Hii Uarn" From his childhood he applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
^H* libtral fciences* and frequently gave public teftimonies of 

his proficiency in them*. Hearrived at no fmall perfection 
SA oratory \ and his difcourfe was not without elegance, 
^htti it was the refult of ftudy. He was well (killed in 
thcLatin and Greek tongues, wrote feveral books (C), and 

added 

** Suet, in Claud, cap, 1, & 3, p Dio, p. 665. 1 Suet. cap. 38. 
r Dio, lib. Ix. p. 665. Aar. ViA, cap. 4. s Suet. cap. 3* 



the low company he kept. How- 
ever, the fenate. in Confidera- 
tioh of his high birth, enafted, 
that he ftiould be added, above 
the li 01 J ted number, to tte Col- 
lege of the priefts of Augjuftus, 
into which none had ever been 
before admitted but by lot ; 
that a boufe belonging to hrm, 
which had been burnt down ^o 
the grv)und, fhould be rehuilt at 
the public charge ; and that he 
fliould have a vote*^ in the lunate, 
and deliver his opinion among 
the confuhrs. But this decree 



did not take place, Tiberius al- 
leging againft his voting in the 
fcnate, the weaknefs of his un- 
derftanding.; and promifed to 
make good, at bis private ex- 
pence, the lofles he had fullain- 
ed by fire. Nc\ crthclefs Tibe- 
rius, in his laft will, nained him 
amongft his heirs, and left him 
a- legacy of about two millions 
of fefterccs (i). 

(C) At the perfuafion of 
Ltvy, the celebrated hiftorian, 
he wrote, in fbny-three books, 
the hiilory of Rome, from the 



(i) Tack. Arm. \W, iii. cap. », y. l>io> p^^5< Suctoa, cap. !• 

death 
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tdded three letters to the ancient alphabet ' : whieh, how- 
ever, continued in ufe no longer than his reign ". Seneca 
commends his works, and fpeaks of him as an enccHirager 
of learning. He was tall and well-(haped ; but had fome-r Hisperfim, 
thing very difagreeable in his mien, fomcthing very unbe* 
coming In his aftion, which, together with bis fecbli voice, 
and inarticulate pronunciation, i$ the chief fubje£): of Se<v 
neca's railleries. Thefe defeats, as well as his ftammeringr 
and the trembling of his head, Dio Cai&us takes to be the 
efFe£^ of the infirmities to which he was fubjed 10 his 
childhood and youth ^. 

His wife, when he came to the empire, was Valeria Mef- Hisnm*oa 
falina, his coufin. He had already by her a daughter, named ^^ ^^* 
Oftavia, who was afterwards marri^ tQ Nero. Not many ^'** 
days after his acCeflion to the empire, his wife Mefialina, 
was delivered of a fon, named firft Claudius Tiberius Ger* 
xnanicus, and afterwards Bfitannicus Csefar^. By his fe^ 
cond wife ^lia Fetina, whom be divorced, he had a daugh^ 
ter called Antonia, whom he married firft to Pompeiua x 
Magnus, and afterwards to Fauftus Sylla, both defcended 
from illuftrious anceftors. His fifft wife, Flautia Urg^a* 
ailla, brought him Drufus, and a daughter called Claudia. 
Drufus loft his life at Pompeii before he was fourteen, be- 
ing choaked by an apple, as already related. As for Clau- 
dia, though (he was born five months before he divorced 
her mother, yet he would not acknowlege her for his 
daughter ; but, fufpe£ting her to be the child of one of his 
freedmen called Boter, he caufed her to be ftripped naked, 
and to be expofed» after the divorce, before her mother's 
door *. 

t Tacit. Ann. lib. iii. cap. 3. « Senec. cap. 41. x Dloj 

cap. 60. p. 665. y Suet. cap. ^7. > Idem ibid. 

death of Caefar the di(^ator to had a particular eOeem for ifae 

his own time. He publiflied Greektongue,rpoke it fluently, 

alfo feven volumes of his own ,and wrote, in that language, 

life, which were wrote with the hiftory of the Tyrrhenians, 

morQ^'elegance than judgment intwenty books, and that of the 

(1); and a defence of Cicero Carthagmians, in eight* To 

againft the writings of Gallus, make thefe hiflories the more 

which, in the opinion of Sueto- famous, he added a new fchool 

nius, was a learned perform- to the old one at Alexandria, 

ance. His hiftory he recited calling it by his own name, and 

in public, fubmitdng it to the ordering his two Greek hi&o-. 

judgment of his auditors. He ries to be read in both fchools. 

(i}8tt«t« cap. 4.1,4s, 

K Meflalina^ 
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Meflalinai and Agrippina, whom he married after bcr 
deaths bore an abfolute fway over Claudius, who a£ted un« 
dcr them more like a flavc than a prince *, difpofing of ho- 
nours, governments, employments, and armies, as they and 
his frecdmcn, whofc power he made equal to his ow^n, 
thought fit to direft. Amongft the latter, his chief favou- 
rites were,' Poffides the eunuch, Felix, Harpocras, Poly- 
bius, and, above all, Narciflus and Pallas. To thefe "we 
may add Calliftus, or, as others call him, Calixtus, a man 
of great art and addrcfs : he was privy to the confpiracy 
againft Caius, and gained the favour of Claudius, by pre- 
tending that he had been commanded by Caius to poifon 
him % but had, under various pretences, deferred from day 
to day the execution of his orders **. Calixtus's office was 
to receive the petitions which were prefented to the em- 
peror ; Narciflus was his fecretary •, and Pallas had the 
whole management of the finances. Thefe three divided 
the foverejgn power amongft them ^. Each of them was, 
according to Pliny •*, richer than Craflus had ever been ; and 
poffefTed greater wealth than the emperor himfelf, who was 
told one day, as he complained of his poverty, that he 
would be rich enough if he could but prevail upon big 
freedmen to take him for their partner. Having premifed 
thus much in general concerning Claudiust and thofe who 
governed under him, we fliall now refunie the thread of 
oiir hiftory. 

The unexpected news of Caius*8 death, which was 
brought while the people were intent upon the ihows, and, 
in an inftant, difFufed all over the city, occafioned a gene- 
ral commotion. Upon the fifft alarm, the deceafed empe- 
ror's litter-men haftencd, with their poles, to his refcue, and 
were immediately followed by his German guaid^, najned 
the Celtic band ; who, finding Caius lying dead on the 
ground, and his body (hockingly mangled, vented their 
rage on all they me4?, without exaniining whether they were 
privy to the confpiracy, or not ; and in this confufioh were 
killed L. Afprenas, who had been conful three years before ; 
Norbanus, defcended from one of the moft illuftrious fa- 
milies in Rome ; Anteius, a tbnator of great di(lin£lion ; 
and feveral others, who came merely out of curiofity to 
know what truth was in the report. Cbaerea retired, before 
the emperor's death was publicly known, to the houfe of 
Germanicus, which was contiguous to the palace, apd 



« Suet. cap. S9. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. ^ix. cap. 1. 
lib. V. $u.et. cap. %%. .^?lin. lib. xs^xiiL c^p. 10. 
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-there, with the chief of the confpirators, lay concealed, till 
the Germans, by whom Caius was extremejy beloved, on 
account of his prodigality, had vented their fury. The 
people, fufpeSing Caius had caufed the report of his death 
to be fpread abroad, on purpofc todifcover their fentiments, 
continued in the theatre, without taking any notice of the 
rumour; but they were greatly alarmed, when they found 
that the emperor's guards had furrounded the theatre, and 
iverc ready to enter it fword in hand) to facrifice the whole 
multitude to the manes of their maifacred general. And 
this vengeance they deiigned to take, in the firft tranfports 
of their rage ; but a public herald, appearing unexpectedly 
in the theatre, clad in deep mourning, after having pro- 
claimed the emperor's death, commanded the people quietly 
to retire to their refpeftive houfes, and the fofdiery to with- 
draw to their quarters, without railing any farther difturb'* 
ance. They all obeyed without hcHtation ; fo that the tu- 
mult was foon appeafed, and tranquility reftored to the city. 

Then the confuls, Q^Pomponius Secundus and Cn. Sen- TAi rott/mb 
tins Saturninus, having, at the head of the city-guards, who fohu tit 
\i'ere under their command, feized on the forum, and the Ctf/i/«/« 
Capitol, aflembled the fenate, in order to deliberate about 
the moft proper meafures to be taken in fo critical a junc- 
ture. While they were aiTembled, both the populace and 
foldiery, whom Caius had gained with the immenfe fums 
he diflrlbuted amongft them, and the magnificent (hows he 
exhibited almoft every day, cried aloud' for vengeance. 
Thefe clamours fo terrified the fenate, that they were ready 
to pafs a decree, ena£Hng, that the confpirators ihould be 
apprehended, and executed as traitors and enemies to their 
country ; when Valerius Afiaticus, a fenator of high qua- Falerlus 
lity and reputation, rifing up, fpoke with great vehemence 4/^t'te$ts 
againft thefe meafures ; he commended the zeal of the brave ^^^^^ 
patriots, who had delivered their country from fo cruel a thi'^mM' 
tyrant ; wifhine that the tyrant had fallen by his hand ; and rhwi^ 
exhorted the fathers to defpife the clamours of the multi- 
tude. Thus animated, they, by an edi£l:, which was or* 
dered to be read to the people, commanded them to return 
to their feveral employments, and the foldiery to keep . 
l^rithin their camp. 

Then the confpirators publicly owned the fa£t. Sentius ^ho ap^ 
Saturninus, one of the confuls, having with great zeal and t^^^* ond 
ardour difplayed the benefits of liberty, and miferies of ty- J^/ 
ranny, encouraged the fathers to refume their ancient au» 
thority, and to begin the exercife of that power, to which 
^hey alone had a juft claim, by conferring fuch honours and 
pp^D^ards on (^haerea^ as the eaineat fefViQe be had rendered 

the 
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The/enau tlie tepuUic well defer?ed. The fenators, thus enceuraged^ 

rrfolvis to Agreed to reftore Rome to her ancient liberty, and utterly 

fyAr# ^p aboUfli the aathority of the Csefars. They fpent all that 

kir'anciitit ^^Y* ^^^ ^^^ following night, in deliberating on the meah- 

lihfrtj, fures to be taken for bringing about lb great a change, with«- 

out kindling a civil war within the yery walls of the cicy | 

but parted, after long and warm debates, without deter* 

minipg upon any* When the fenate rofe, Cha^rea, whoo^ 

they had appointed commander of the cjty-guards, went to 

the confuls for the parole, who gave him the word Liberty. 

No fucb honour had been paid to the coi^fiils ever fince th^ 

cftabHihment of the monarchy '. 

In the mean time, the foldiers in the camp tpok fuch 
locafures as utterly defeated thofe of the fenate. Claudius^ 
who had been with Caius a few minute^ before he was mur<i- 
dtred, and was retired to a room in the palace called I)er<r 
maumy upon the firft alarm oi his death, bid himfelf be* 
bind the hangings in a diirk corner of the palaee> whence 
he beard the noife of the foldiery, and faw fpme of the 
German guards pafs, with the bead of Afprepas, whicii 
they carried in triumph* This fight increafed bis fright tQ 
fuch a degree, that he continued motionlefs in the fame 
place, fcarce daring to bre^he, throiigh fear of being 4if^ 
^efi!-' coveredi till a common foldier, running about thp pala.ce in 
Oierjfind g^eft of pliifiider^ perceived liis feet, and dragged him froat 



Clttudimi his hiding-place. Claudius, not doubting that the foldier 
defigaed to murder him, threw himfelf on the ground, and 
Vegg^d for mcf ey % which th^ fcjdier, finding who he was* 
»ot only granted, but U\mH him emperor, and carried 
bim to hia cojnrade/i, who, at his inftigatipn» honoured him 
V^ T^TSm ^^^ ^^^ (^0^^ title. They then placed him ia a chair, and 
€i^' earned him upon their ijboiulders to the ca^p^ the people, 
who imagi&ed they were conveying him to execution, Ia« 
mentiikg his misfortiisie \ for he had hitherto done nothii^ 
that could disferve any man's hatred* 

He was joyfully received in the camp ; but, being natu^ 
rally timorous, pa0ed the night in no fmall apprehenfion ^ 
He was inclined to refufe the empire. \ but king Agrippa* 
who had jvft interred the body of Caiu^j hearing the ajrmy 
defigned to raife Claudius to the fovereign power, encogr 
raged bim to embrace thf; jprefent opportunity \ and, feavi 
ing him in that refolution, returned hoove- Th£ foldiery^ 
^^nvinced that the ftate £puld not long fmhSA witb^t 9i| 
eonpcror, and refiC)6):iRg> that it would prov^ fy^ oiiore adv> 

« }9(&9hp A^itiq. lib* 9^Jx* ^ap. z, & %. Suet, in Caix^. cap. ^ 
J>\9* i;bJ«. p. tk^ - ^ &i^t« in Claud, cap. iq. 

vantageoua 
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Tamtageon^ for them to give^ than tp receive a foirerdignj fwhir^ tht 
the very next day, the twenty<«fifth of January, took an oath folditry 
of allegiance to Claudius, who promifed them fifteen fef- '^*J ^* 
terccs a man «. He was the firft emperor, as Suetonius ^/L,^* 
obfcrves^ who diftributed money to the foldiers upon his tohim^ 
acceffion to the empire ; biit his example was followed by 
moft of his fucceflbrs. The people, who had exprefled ffhiPiople 
great joy upon the hopes of recovering once more their an- joiu tkfJoU 
cient privileges, no fooner heard that Claudius was declared diery* 
emperor by the army, than they approved, with loud ac- 
clamations» what had been done in .the camp, and openly 
declared, that they had rather obey one prince than many 
tyrants. The fenate,* however, periifted in their former re- 
folution of averting the public liberty, and were even for 
making war againft Claudius ; but growing cooler, on ac-« 
count of the differetices that arofe amongft them, and not 
being able to come to an agreement, they fent for king 
Agrippa, to advife with him in the prefent emergency. 

The king, appearing in the fenate drefied and perfumedj 
as if he h^d not been out of his houfe that day, afked what 
was become of Claudius, as if he fufpe£ied him to have 
been murdered together with his nephew. The fenate in- f he fenate 
formed him of what had pafled, to which he pretended to "^{'l 
be an utter ftrangcr, and, at the fame time, a&ed his ad- 'jifiptl^ 
vice. The king protefted, that he was ready to facrifice 
his life to the glory of the fenate, and to the public li- 
berty i but, r^verthelefs, ftarting innumerable difficulties, 
and exaggerating the dangers and evils of a civil war, he 
artfully endeavoured to deter them from having recourfe to 
arms. He told them, that, in his opinion, they were not 
in a condition to oppofe the prxtorian guards ; and there- 
fore advifed them rather to fend a deputation to Claudius, 
intreating him not to accept of the empire. This cmbafTy 
he offered to take upon himfelf. The fenate thanked him A deputa' 
iar his zeal, accepted his offer, and difpatched him the tioa/entt$ 
lanie day to the camp, with two tribunes of the people, Ve- ^^^i'^* 
ramqs and Bruchus. The tribunes conjured Claudius to 
fubmit to the authority of the fenate and people ; reminded 
hifn bf the evils and Calamities which the republic had fu6- 
fefed under the formei" tyrants; affured him, that the fe- 
nate had refolved> at all events, to attempt the recovery of 
their ancient privileges ; and earneftly intreated him feri- 
oufly to reflef): on the calamities attending a civil war, and 
tlie unhappy end of Caius. 

f Jof(^h. Jlntioi UUjdU. vap« i» 'ii at 
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The fpeech of the tribunes made a deep imprefSon on tfitf 
mind of Claudius, who was naturally timorous ; but Agrip-* 
pa, in a private audience, encouraged him to feize the pre- 
fenc opportunity; acquainted him with the fears, per- 
plexity, and irrefolution of the fenate ; and exhorted him 
to aflume forthwith the imperial power, and return an an- 
fwer to the deputies becoming an emperor. Claudius fol- 
lowed the advice of Agrippa, which occafioned great con- 
fufion in the city, the fenate declaring, that they were de- 
tef mined rather to riflk a civil war than fubmit to the will of 
one man. This was in efFe£l declaring war; and accord-' 
ingly Claudius, being acquainted with their refolution, be-^ 
gan to put himfelf in a condition to repel force with force. 
In the mean time the people, furrounding the place where 
the fenate was aifembled, demanded with threats an em- 
peror ; loudly declaring, that they would never acknowlegc 
the authority of the fenate. This declaration frightened the 
fathers to fuch a degree, that they immediately feparated^ 
biit the confuls fummoned them to meet again next morn- 
ing before break of day. Only a fmall number obeyed the 
fummons, fcarce a hundred perfons, the reft being either 
retired into the country, or keeping clofe in their houfes, 
through fear of being infulted by the populace. 

While the fenators were deliberating how to fruftrate the 
defigns of Claudius, the city guards, the only troops that 
obeyed the fenate, joining the populace, began to exclaim^ 
that the fenate might take what meafures they thought proper, 
but the foldiery were refolved to yield obedience to none but 
an emperor.- This defeflion put ah end to the deliberations 
of the fenate ; all thoughts of liberty were laid afide, and 
Claudius, with the ufual ceremonies, was faluted emperor 
(D). After this declaration the fenators haftened to the 

camp. 



(D) Several perfons were 
propofed, all better qualified 
than Claudius, for that high 
Hation, namely, Annius Mi- 
nucianus or Vinicianus, Vale- 
rius Afiaticus, who had been 
both privy to the confpiracy 



Minucianusand the others ceaf- 
ed to folicit for a dignity which 
they knew they could not long 
enjoy. Chserea did all that lay 
in his power to put a ilop to the 
defertion of the foldiery, but to 
no purpofe ; for while he was 



againd Caius, and Camillus encouraging the few who re- 
Scribociianus, who revolted the mained to exert themfelves in 



following year. In the mean 
.time the gladiators, on whom 
the fenate chiefly relied, and 
the city -guards, went over in 
crouds to Claudius; fo that 



the defence of their liberties, 
inftead of lifiening to him, th^ 
took up their f^andards, and, 
marching fword in hand out of 
the city, joined their comrades 
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camp, each of them ftriving to be the foretnoft in paying 
his court to the new prince. The foldiery received them 
with infults, wounded fome, and would have killed thecon- 
ful Pomponius Secundus, who had been the mod ftrenuous 
of all rn the caufe of liberty, had they not been reftrained 
by Claudius, who received him with the greateft tokens of 
refpe£l, and placed him next to himfelf **. 

Claudius, being declared and acknowleged emperor, left ^^' of FK 
the camp, accompanied by the fenate and praetorian guards ; j^^^ 9- 
and, entering the city 'm. triumph, oflFered a folemn facrifice u. C. 789, 
in the Capitol, as a thankfgiving to the gods, who had thus . 

raifed him to the empire. Then he withdrew to the palace» 
where he immediately fummoned a council to deliberate on 
his conduct with refpefl; to thofe who had murdered Caius. 
He fecretly approved of the adion, but as he thought it 
nearly concerned all princes, that the death of one ftiould 
not pafs unrevenged, with the advice of his friends he cauf- 
ed the brave Chaerca (E), with Lupust, and a few more, to Ch^rea^ 
be condemned and executed ; but pardoned the reft, and, ^j'^/^'^yf 
amongft them, Cornelius Sabinus, though he had afted a rators/pui 
chief part in the murder of Caius ; but the brave tribune, todtath^ 
grieved for the death of his friend»Chaerea, and fcorning to 
out-live him, laid violent hands on himfelf. After thefe ex- 
amples were made, the emperor paffed an a£): of oblivion 
with refpe6l to all that had been tranfa£ted in the fenate, 
from the death of Caius to the time of his acceflion to the 
empire, and obferved it fo ftriftly, that he even raifed thofe 
tothe firft employments who had been the moft fanguine 
in the caufe of liberty. 

The fenate immediately decreed Claudius all the honours Infianetsof 
which they had conferred on other emperors ; but he mo- Ciaudius*s 
deftly declined the greater part of them, and forbad any one *^^^^^ 

^ Jof. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. i> &2« Dio^ p. 666. Suet, in Claud* 
cap. 10. 



in the camp of the prastorian 
guards. The fenate, feeing 
theinfelves thus abandoned by 
all their troops, were forced to 
join the people and foldiery, 
and declare Claudius emperor ; 
which they did accordingly, 
decreeing him, at the fame 
time, all the titles annexed to 
the imperial dignity. How- 
ever, Ch«rea and Sabinys con- 



tinued protefting, that they 
would rather fall by their own 
hands than fubmit to Claudius 

(0. 

(E) Chaerea died with the 
conftancy of a true hero ; but 
Lupus betrayed great marks of 
fear, notwithftanding the illuf- 
trious example he had before 
his eyes. 



(I Jofeph. Anttq. lib* xix«cap« 3. Die, p. 665. 
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to pay him divine worfhip, or ftyle him a god. Having a 
few days after he was declared emperor, married his daugh*- 
ter Antonia to Cn. Pompeius, he would not fufier the peo- 
ple to make any public rejoicings on that occafion, nor even 
on his own birth^aji or on the annivcrfary of his accefBon 
to the empire *. He no fooner began to exercife the au- 
thority with which he was teftcd, than he fuppreifed the 
law of majefty> which, under the two preceding emperors, 
had proved fatal to Rome. At the fame time he recalled all 
the exiles, eafed the people of the tributes with which Caius 
had loaded them, prohibited fuch as had any relations of 
their own, however diftant, to name him among their heirs j 
fcftored the eftates which had been unjuftly feized by 
Tiberius and Caius to the owners, or their heirs \ and or- 
dered all the ftatneS) which Caius had caufed to be brought 
to Rome from Greece, and other countries, to be reftored to 
the cities whence they had been taken (F). With thefe, and 
Is hihved innumerable other in (la noes of his clemency, juflice, and 
h thtfet' affability, he gained the hearts of the people to fuch a de- 
gree, that, upon a groundlefs report of his being aflaSinated, 
they raifed dreadful diftuibances in the city, calling the 
foldiers traitors, the fenate parricides, and loading writh 
curfes and imprecations all whom they fufpeded to have 
been acceflary to his death. The tumult continued till the 
magiftrates aiTured the people from the roftra, that Clau- 
dius was only gone to Oftia, whence he would return in a 
fliort time ^. 

The zeal which the people teftiiied on this, and feveral 
other occafions, for his fafety, was not fufficient to cure 
his natural timidity. His friends could not prevail upon 
him, during the firft month of his reign, to appear in the 
fenate, becaufe Csefar, the diOator, had been murdered 
there. He caufed all whom he admitted to his prefence, 
to be firft carefully fearched, left they (hould have fome 

i'DiOf p. 667. 669. ^ Suet, in Claod. cap. 11. 
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(F) When news of Caligula'9 
death reached Gaul, feveral 
perfons of difli nation in that 
province folicited Servius Snl- 
pitiuB Gidba, who commandod 
en the Rhine, tofoaethe fovc- 
leigDty for himftif. The le- 
gions offered to fuppoit hiat, 
thinking the^ had as good a 



right to difpofe of the eitipiro 
«8 the prsetorian guards: but 
Galba rejected their ofier with 
indignation ; a ref ufal which fo 
ple^d Claiidiui^ that he re- 
ceived him Into the nttmberof 
hb imimate friends, aad ever 
after ihewed a particular affix- 
ttoQf«rhim(a)« 



(m) Siict. kl (Mb* ^p. 7, 



weapon 
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lt^6apoh concealed under their garmentSi It was a long 
lime before he could be perfuaded to excufe women, and 
even children, from being examined in a very rude and un*. 
becoming manner. At public entertainments he was con- 
liantly furrotmdfed by his guards, whom he alfo obliged to 
attend hiiil at table, diftrufting the donieftics even of his 
moft intimate friends. He never failed td vifit in perfon 
fuch of jthe fenators as were indifpofed ^ but always fenc his 
guards before to fcarch every cbrner of tlie houfe K Thefe 
ilnneceflary and ridiculous precautions did not render hinl 
fo contemptible in the eyes of the multitude as the weak- 
hefs and want of judgement which he betrayed in the admi- 
niilration of juftice. He was totally unqualified for that Rendgrs 
office, but neverthclefs could not be prevented from hearing himfelfew 
^nd deciding the moft intricate caufes \ which ferved only ^'^/^^^Wf 
to expofe him to public^ derifion, and often to infults, which 
he bore with incredible patience (G). 

In the firft year of his reign he enlarged the kingdom of j?^^^, 
Agrippa, by the addition of Judaea and Samaria, which had feveral 
been formerly poflTefled by his grandfather Herod the Great, princes te 
To his brother Herod he gave the principality of Chalds, at ^^"^ ^^^^' 
the foot of Mount Libanus ; and granted to both the privi* *'^^'' 
lege of entetirig the fenate, allowing Agrippa to appear 
there with confular, arid Herod with praetorian, ornaments". 
He alfo reftored Mithridates, the Iberian» to his kingdom^ 
Mithridates, the Cilician, to the kingdom of Bofporus, and 
Antiochus to that of Comagene : all thefe princes had been 
tinjuftly deprived of their dominions by Caius. Soon after 
his acceffion to the empire he recalled his two nieces, Agrip* 
pina and Julia, from the ifland of Fontia, to which they 
had been confined by their brother Caius ; but his wife^ 
Mefialina, who governed him with an abfolute fway, jealous 
of the povjrer which Julia aflurned, prevailed upon him to 
fend her back to the place of her former banifhment, under 
pretence that (he was guilty of adultery, and feveral other 
crimes, which by the envious Meffalina were. laid. to her \ 

charge, but never proved. The celebrated Seneca had his 

I Suet, in Claud, cap. 35. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xix. cap. 4. 

t)lo« p 670. 

(G) Suetonius relates, that a Roman knight, thinking him- 

a Greek pleading one day before felf wronged by him, had the 

him, not only reproached him boldnefs to throw his penknife 

with ignorance, but called him at him, which wound^ him in 

to his face an old fool ; and that the cheek (3). 

(3) Suet, in Claud, cap. 15. 
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^l8 ^he Roman ttifioty* 

Stneca fliarc in the misfortunes of the unhappy princefs, being, aitef 
banijbtd. his quxftorfhip, baniftied to the ifland of Corfica, upon a 

groundlefs fufpicion of a criminal converfation with her. 
Ad*vanta* This year the Romans gained fome advantages over the 
ges gatmd Mauritanians, who had taken arms to revenge the death of 
byClaudi ptQi^my^ their king, barbaroufly affaffinated by Caius's or- 
^nantsT^'' ders ". About the fame time Sulpitius Galba overcame the 
Catti, and P. Gabinius Secundus obtained a viftory over 
the Marfi, two German nations. Gabinius, after his vic- 
tory, had the good fortune to difcover, and bring back with 
him to Rome, one of the eagles which the Germans had 
taken upon the defeat of Varus. For thefe viftories Clau- 
dius aflumed triumphal ornaments, and the title of emperor* 
Gabinius defeated likewife the Chaucl, another German 
nation, and was allowed by Claudius, on account of his 
gallant behaviour on that occafion, to aflume the furname 
of Chaucius*. 

In the following year, Claudius entered upon his fecond 

confulihip, having for his colleague C. Largus ; but held 

it only for two months : to whom he refigned the fafces^ 

we are no where told. Largus continued conful to the end 

Claudius of the year. I'he emperor, when he firft aflembled theie- 

§br^es thi nate in quality of conful, caufed the fenators to bind therti- 

fenators to felves by a folemn oath, to obferve all the laws of AuguiluSf 

]^I^7!f ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ himfelf ; but would not allow any 

Augufius. ^f ^^ magiftrates or fenators to lay themfelves under any 

obligation with regard to his own laws. This year, the 

Mauritanians were again defeated by Suetonius Faulinus, 

who extended his conquefts to the river Niger, which fe- 

parates Africa from Ethiopia. Cn. Hofidius Geta, fuc- 

ceeding Paulinus in the command of the Roman troops in 

Africa, gave Salabes, the Mauritanian general, two great 

overthrows ; which obliged the whole country to fubmit to 

the yoke. Claudius divided the kingdom of Mauritania 

into two provinces, the Csefariana and theTingitana ; the 

former being fo called from Cxfar, a name at that time 

common to all the emperors \ and the latter from Tingis, 

the metropolis of that province. Both thefe provinces were, 

by the appointment of Claudius, governed by Roman 

knights. This year Claudius caufed a law to be pafled, 

commanding, that thofe who were appointed by the fen ate 

to the government of provinces, fhould depart from Rome 

before the beginning of April ; but the year following he 

allowed them to remain in Rome till the middle of thai 

month. At the fame time he pi4)li{hed an ediA^ forbid- 

n Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 8. Dio>4>. 670, * Suet, in Claud, 
cap. ft4. 

ding 
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iiirig thofe whom he fhould charge with the gov«rhmcnt of 
provinces to return him thanks, as was cuftomstry^ in the 
ienate^ fince they owed no obligations to him ; while he* 
bn the contrary, was greatly indebted to them for eating 
him of part of his burden p. 

The great famine which raged this year at Rotne, Claudius 
jprompted Claudius to undertakie the forming of a large and ^^^^a » 
fconvcnient haven at the mouth of the Tiber 5 which work ^l^ ^^t^f 
he happily completed, though Cacfar the diftator, if fome ^^^ Tibgrf 
miftake has not crept into Suetoniusi had many years be- 
fore attempted it in vain. It was an undertaking, fays 
Dio Caffius, worthy of the grandeur of the Roman empire : 
but the fucceflbrs of Claudius were not able to maintain it ; 
fo that, foon after his death, it wa3 filled with fand, and 
became entirely ufelefs %- At the fame time, Claudius un- 
dertook the draining of the lake Fucinus in the country of 
the Marfi, and the conveying of its waters, by a deep canal, 
into the Tiber, or rather the Liris ; in which work he emr 
ployed thirty thoufand men for eleven years, but to no 
efFea. 

. This year Meflalina and Claudius's freedmen l^egan to 
abufe the prince's weaknefs, and the too great power he al- 
lowed them, to the deftru£^ion of fuch of the nobility as 
gave them umbrage, or incurred their difpleafure. The 
firft who fell by their treachery was Appius Silanus, a per- 
fon of great diftinfkion and known integrity. He firft 
married Emilia Lepida, grand-daughter of Julia the 
daughter of Auguflus, and had by her L. Junius Silanus, 
to whom Claudius had betrothed his daughter 0<9:avia : 
upon the death of Emilia Lepida, which happened this year, 
Claudius, who confidered Silanus as his intimate friend, 
perfuaded him to marry Domitia Lepida, mother of his 
own wife Meflalina y but, to his great misfortune, the em- 
prefs, whofe lewdnefs knew no bounds, fell in love with him Lewdneft 
herfelf, and was not afliamed to difclofe her paflSon. Sila- ^/ Meffa- 
nus rejeded, with the utmoft indignation, her inceftuous '*^* 
folicitations ; a repulfe which provoked her to fuch a de- 
gree, that (he refolved upon his ruin, and eftcfted it, with 
the affiftancci of the freedman Narciffus, in the following 
manner : Narciffus ruflaed into Claudius's chamber one 
morning by break of day, in a great fright, and told the 
emperor, who was ftiU in bed, that he had dreamed Sila- 
nus defigned to murder him that very day. Meffalina, as 
had been agreed on between them, pretended to hear the 
freedman's account with furprize and amazement, affured 

P Dio, libi Ix. p. 671* <i Suet in Claud, cap. so. 
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the emperor, that (he had been, for feveral nights tog^tJiei'^ 
alarmed with the fame dream. In the mean time Siianus^ 
who had been told the day before, that he was ta wait 
upon the emperor at that hour, fuddenly came in ; and his 
appearance fo terrified Claudius, that, without any farther 
enquiries, he commanded him to be immediately feized, 
and executed. The fame day be acquainted the fenate with 
what had paiTed, and was not afhamed publicly to return 
thanks to his freedman for watching over his fafety, even id 
his fleep ' (H). 

The death of Silanus alarmed the nobility, who, finding 
their lives and eftates precarious under a weak prince, en-' 
tircly governed by his wife and freedmen^ refolved, by his 
death, to deliver themfelves from the dangers with which 
they were threatened. Annius Vinicianus, or, as Jofephot 
calls him, Minucianus, a principal a£tor in the murder of 
Caius, and, after his death, had been, by the fenate, judged 
equal to the empire, was at the head of the confpiracj) 
and drew into it Furius Camillus Scribodianus, governor of 
Dalmatia, who had been conful ten years before, and with 
Camiiiuj him a great number of knights and fenators. CamiliuSi 
rivolUi who was at the head of a powerful army, openly avowed 
his defign 9 and, by afiuring his troops under his command, 
that he had nothing in view but to reftore Rome to her 
ancient liberty, perfuaded them to take an oath of allegiance 
to him. At the fame time, being well acquainted with 
Claudius's timorou temper, he wrote a letter to him, iWt^ 
with reproaches, and threatening him with a cruel death, 
if he did not immediately refign the empire, and, retiring 
to a private life, fave him the trouble and expence of fflal^" 

r Sueton. in Claud, cap. 37. Dio, p.674. Tacit. Anaal.i>b«XL 
cap. 37. 



(H) Suetonius tells us, that 
the poor unmanly wretch was, 
at the lead apprehenfion of dan- 
ger » eaiily put upon the moil 
cruel and fanguinary precau- 
tions, fear getting the better of 
his reaibn and temper. When 
returned to himfelf, he often 
tellified great grief and concern 
for the executions which he 
had commanded in a fudden 
fright, without knowing what 
he did or fald'; nay, he fre- 



quently enquired what was be- 
come of thofe perfoDSwhohad 
been executed by his order : be 
fometimes fent to invite tbcffl 
to dine with him the next day, 
and was under the utmoft con- 
cern when informed oi their 
death, protefting, with tears m 
his eyes, that he had given no 
fuch orders ( i ). Thus was bis 
whole life governed by fe*'^* 
and his fears were influenced by 
his wives and freedmen. 



(1) Sueton. in Claud* cap. 37—39. 



Ing 



Tbe Roman Hiftory, 4^1 

yng war againft him* The emperor, terrified by this letter, 
^fTembled, in the utmoft conilernation, his friends, to de- 
liberate whether be fliould refign the fovereign power to 
Camillus : but be was foon delivered from his fears ; for 
Camillus's foldiers, not being able, by fome ftrange acci- 
dent, to remove their enfigns, when they were ordered to 
march out and meet their new emperor, began, upon that 
omen, to repent of their revolt \ and being perfuaded that ^^ ^^ ^. 
the gods difapproved of it, fell upon their officers, and cut handomi 
moft of them in pieces. Camillus himfelf efcaped to the hy his mm^ 
ifland of Iffa, on the coaft of Dalmatia, where he was ««*'««''• 
ilabbed, in the arms of his wife Junia, by a common fol- ^' ' 
dicT named Volaginus, after he had borne the title of em- 
peror five days •• 

Upon his death, moft of the confpirators, and among Mofloftki 
the reft Vinicianus, deftr6yed themfelves: fome were feized con/pira- 
and executed \ and others, by purchaHng with large fums '^^ ^, 
the favour of Meflalina, and the emperor's freedmen, never *^r^'** 
were enquired after ; while many innocent knights and fe- 
nators were, under colour of being concerned in the con- 
spiracy, ftripped of thek eftates by the rapacious MeiTalina 
and NarcifTus, and either fent itito baniihment, or executed 
without mercy. The courage and refolution of Arria is 7>j^ cw 
celebrated by moft of the ancient writers : (he was wife fianty^ 
of Csecina raetus, of confular rank, who, having joined firmmfs^ 
Camillus, was feized in Dalmatia, and fent to be tried at ^^^^'^^ 
Romef Arria being, by the mercilefs foldiers, denied the '^^** 
fatisfa£li.on of attending her hufband in the fame vefiel, 
followed him in another; and, arriving at Rome, there 
publicly reproached Junia, the wife of Camillus, with want 
of courage, and conjugal afFe£tion» in living after (he had 
feen her hu{band inhumanly murdered in her arms. Her \ 
friends, concluding from thence, that £he was refolved not 
to outlive her hufband, watched her day and night ; but 
(he, to convince them that all their precautions were to no 
effe£t, beat her head againft the wall with fpch violence, 
that her friends believed her dead. However, (he reco- 
vered ; but finding (he could not, with all her intcreft (for 
(he was in great favour with Meffalina)* fave her hufband, 
and that he had not the courage to fall by his own hand, 
(he took a dagger, plunged it into her own breaft, and^ 
pulling it out again, prefented it to her hufband* faying, 
<* Non dolet; I don't feel it'.** Otho, father to the em- 
peror of that name, being appointed the fuccefibr of Ca- 

s Suetpn. in Claud, cap. 13. Dto, p. 674. Plin. lib. iii. epift. 16, 
^ Tacit. Uift^ hb. S. cap. 75. t Plin. lib. iii. epift. 1^ 
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millus, in the command of the troops in Dalmatia, ordered 
all thofe foldiers to he put to death who had any concern 
in the murder of their officers, although he well knew that 
Claudius had approved of what they had done. His beha- 
viour, on this occaiion, difpleafed tne emperor : but Otbo 
foon regained his favour by difcovering a confpiracy formed 
againft him by a Roman knight, who was convifted and 
thrown headlong from theTarpeian rock, by a fentence of 
the confuls and tribunes of the people ". 

The following year, Claudius \vas the third time conful, 
having for his colleague L. VitelHus, the fecond time conful. 
At this period Claudius deprived the Lycians'of their liber-; 
ty, to terminate the differences that reigned amongft them, 
and to punifh them for having, in a tumult, put fomc Ro- 
man citizens to death ^. Their country was added to the 
province of Pamphylia *. Meflalina, abufing the abfolute 
fway (he had over her weak hufband, perfuaded him, by her 
rhetwo malicious infinuations, firfttoput to death his niece Julia, 
Jttliasput ^i^g daughter of Germanicus, whom he had banifhed the 
40 deal . y^^^ before to the ifland of Pontia ; and afterwards Julia the 
daughter of Dxufus, and grand-daughter of Tiberius : fhe 
was like wife niece of Claudius, being the daughter of bis 
fifter Livilia. They were both condemned and executed, 
fays Suetonius, without being allowed to defend themfelves, 
though no perfon could prove the charge that was brought 
againft them. However, the latter Julia well deferved, on 
another account, the fate that overtook her ; for fhe was 
chiefly inftrumental, as we have related before, in the ruin 
of her hufband Nero, the fon of Germanicus. When Clau- 
dius quitted his confulfhip, the fenate decreed him trium- 
phal ornaments^ which induced him to engage in fome en- 
Claudius terprize, that might entitle him to a real triumph. The 
.defigns to theatre hechofe for his warlike exploits was Britain, at that 
■^^f?*!. time harafled with civil wars. 

Beric, a Britifh prince, having been expelled from the 
ifland by a contrary faftion, repaired to Rome, and im- 
plored the affiftance of Claudius, who refolved to reflorc 
him, and even to make a conquefl of the country. With 
this view he ordered A. Plautius into Britain, with the le- 
gions that were under his command in Gaul. The legions 
at firft refufed to embark in an expedition to a country 
which they confidered as a diftinft world : but the mutiny 
was at length appeafed by the difcretion and addrefs of 
Plautius, who fhipped them at Geflbriacum, ^low Boulogne^ 



Britain. 



« Sucton. in Olh. 


F Sueton. cap. 2c. 


« IXo, 


p. 676. 
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and landed on tlie coaft of Kent without oppoiition : for 
the brothers, Cara£iacu8 and Togadumnus, who ruled the 
Cattivellauni» and had expelled Beric, chief of the Pobuni, 
were aAually prepared to give the Romans a warm recep- 
tion \ but being informed of the mutiny among the legions, 
they retired from the fea^fide, and thus afforded an oppor^ 
tunity to Plautiusof landing unmolefted. This general ad* 
vanced by the fame route which Julius Caefar had formerly 
taken, as far as the river Thames, which he eroded, and in 
Oxfordihire defeated the brothers in two fucceffive battles, 
Cara£tacus, after a third unfuccefsful effort, retreated along 
the banks of the river Thames, and another battle enfuing 
in the neighbourhood of London, his brother was flain, 
and his army routed with great flaughter. Plautius having 
given the emperor notice of the progrefs he had made, 
Claudius immediately embarked at Oftia in the latter end 
of Jiily, for Marfeilles, and marching by land to Bolougne, 
where he took ibipping, landed, with a conGderable rein- 
forcement, at the Portu^ Rutapinus, now called Sand* 
wich. He forthwith proceeded to the banks of the Thames, 
on which Plautius was encamped » and the forces being 
joined, crowed the river in the face of the Britons, who 
difputed his paflage with great bravery. From thence he 
advanced into the country of the Trinobantes, and took 
their capital Camulodunum, now called Maiden, in EfTex* 
All the Belgic Briton^ fubmitted ; but Cara£iacus ftill kept ^ 

the field at the head of the Cattivellauni : Claudius having 
difarmed thofe that fubmitted, and reduced a good number 
of petty ftates to obedience by force of arms, was faluted 
imperator by the legions ; and the vanquiihed Britons . 
«re£):ed temples to him, ranking him among the number 
of their deities. Thus loaded with glory, which he owed 
entirely to the valour and condudt of his general, he re-^ 
turned to the continent, after having ftayed (ixteen days in 
Britain. He entered Italy on the fide of Lombardy, and 
embarking at the mouth of the Po, returned by fea to Rome, 
in the confulfliip of L. Quintius Crlfpinus, and M. Statilius 
Taurus ; having been abfent about fix months y. The fe- 
,nate decreed him a triumph, with the furname of Britan- jUj trim 
,nicus to him and his fon \ befides two triumphal arches, umph. 
one at Rome, and the other in Gaul, on the fpot where he 
embarked for Britain. Farther, to encourage the emperor 
and his lieutenants to purfue their conquefts, they decreed, 
that all the treaties made by them ihould have the fame 
force as if made by the fenate and people of Rome ^ Claut> 

or DiO| p» (8*. Suet, in Claud* ^ Dio, p. 68q» ic ftq. 

£ e 4 dius^ 
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dtuSy afrcr his triumph, reftored to the fathers the pro« 
vinces of Achaia and Macedoni which thenceforth began 
to be governed again by proconfuls \ He likewife ho< 
noared M. Julius Cottius, prince of the Alps called CotdXi 
with the title of king, and enlarged his barren territories; 
but deprived the Rhodians of their liberty for crucifying fome 
Roman citizens, yet he reftored it to them nine years after, 
in the fifty-third year of the Chriflian aera. 

The next confuls were M. Vinicius,whom Claudius raifed 
to that dignity, though he had caufed his wife Julia, the 
daughter of Germanicus, to be put to death, and T. Stati- 
Some txfife IJug Taurus Corvinus. As the city was filled with flatues, 
'/"cZT*^" Claudius enaftied a law, forbidding any new ones to be 
^^^ ' crefted within the walls of Rome, without the confentof 
the fenate; and, at the fame time, ordered many that were 
already raifed to be taken away. He punifhed vrith great 
feverjty fome governors of provinces, who had been guilty 
of oppreilion ; and ena£led feveral wholefome laws for 
bringing fuch to juflice as fhould, for the future, be guilty 
of the fame peculation ; ordering all governors to return to 
Rome when the time of their command expired, toaofwer 
the complaints that might be bit)ught againft them. The 
prerogative of granting leave to fenators to travel out of 
Italy, which Auguftus had lodged in the fenate, he claimed 
himfelf, and obliged the fenate to confirm by a decree. 
Vinktus In the following confulate of ValeVius Afiaticus and M« 

poifonedbf Junius Silanus, died M. Vinicius, brother-in-law to Claut 
MeJfaliHa. dius, being poifoned by MefTalina. He was a man of a 
mild temper, and lived retired, interefling himfelf onlyin 
the affairs of his family ; but, to his misfortune, the lewd 
Meffalina conceived a violent paflion for, him, and poifoned 
him, becaufe he could not, byany folicitations, be prevail- 
ed upon to injure Claudius ^ Afinius Gallus, the foo of 
Agrippina, Tiberius's firft wife, confpired this year againft 
the emperor, with a defign to feize the fovcreign power; 
Claudiuses but the plot being difcovered, Claudius only condemned 
• €Umtncy. him to banifliment, as a perfon from whom he had nothing 
to apprehend. He was of a very low ftature, ill-fhapcd, 
deformed, ugly, and fo inconfiderate, that he had afpired 
to the fovereignty, though deflitute of friends and money, 
upon the bare fuppofition, that he (hould be immediately 
acknowleged by the people on account of his noble de^- 
fcent. liiis generous behaviour in Claudius was highly 
commended by perfons of all ranks ; and no lefs plcafing to 
the Romans was the decree which he pafled in the fenatei 

« Suet. cap. 25. t> Die, p. 6S3. Suet. lib. r. cap> i3« 

forbid* 
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forbiilding frecdmen to appear in judgement againft their 
patrons, and empowering their former mafters to, deprive 
them of their liberty, and bring them back to the chain, 
when they proved ungrSteful, or gave any juft motive of 
complaint. 

Next year Claudius was conful the fourth time with Lu- 
cius Vitellius, the third time conful ; but after two months 
the emperor reGgned that dignity, and took upon him the 
office of cenfor, choofing for hie colleague Lucius V«te11ius Clau^us 
already conful, who, as we have obfcrved, poflcfled a won- ^'*A''» 
derful talent for flattery (I). In the difcharge of this im- 
portant office, Claudius performed fome things highly com- 
mendable, but in others gave fuch inftances of weaknefs, 
and want of underftanding, as expofed him to public deri- 
fion. He publiflied above twenty edifts in one day, moft 
of them trifling and ridiculous (K). 

This year was remarkable for the death of feveral perfons Yr of Fl. 
<rf great diftiniftion, whom Claudius, at the inftigationof a *A^^' 
Meffalina, caufed to be executed* Cn. Pompeius Magnus, i^. c.706. 

^ (I) He left no method un- in a century, his compliment to Cn. Pom' 
tried, fays Suetonius, to inli- him was, '^ Ssepe facias! may peiusputto 
xiLiate himfelf into the favour of you many times exhibit thefe deaths 
Claudius : obferving him en- fports !" Not only Claudius, 
tirely addided to his wife Meff who was a weak prince, but his 
falina, and his freedtnen, he wives and freedmen, were fo 
begged of the former, as the enchanted with the grofs and 
greateft favour (lie could beftow fulfome flattery of this fawning 
upon him, that fhe would grant flave, that they not only raifed 
bim the honour of pulling off him to the firft employments in 
her (hoes. Meflalina highly the empire, but likewife pro* , 
pleafed to fee a man of his qua* moted his two fons, whom he 
iity and parts proud of that of- had the fatisfa^tion to fee con- 
lice, granted him his requefl ; fuls in the fame year, the one 
and Vitellius, the firfl time he fucceeding the other. His el- 
difcharged his honourable em-^ der fon was afterwards raifed to 
ployment, carried away one of the empire (i). 
her flioes, and wore it conflantly (K) By one of them, for in- 
in his bofom, not being afhamed fiance, he warned the fenate and 
to pull it out in public, and of- people to take care, that their 
ten kifs it. The golden images wine-veflels were well pitched, 
of Pallas and Narciflus, the em- fince there was that year great 
peror's favourite freedmen, he plenty of grapes ; by another 
worlhipped among his houlhold he acquainted them, that the 
gods. When Claudius enter- juice of the yew-tree was the 
tained the people with the fecu- befl remedy againfl the fting of 
lar games, fo called, becaufe a viper. 
jjicy were exhibited but once 

(i) Sueton. in Vitelh 

who 
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who bad married Antonia, the emperor's eldeft daughter, 
fell the^firit. He was of an illuftrious family, byt not de- 
fcended from Pompey the Great* His credit with the 
prince, his high rank, and extrs((rdinary parts, by giving 
umbrage to MefTalina, occcafioned his ruin. He was coa-* 
demnedy and had his head cut off by a foldier fent for that 
purpofe, without even knowing that he was accufed : fo 
great and abfolute was the fway which Me0alina had ac« 
quired over her weak, timorous, and credulous hufbapd. 
At the fame time Craflus, the father of Pompeius, and hi$ 
mother Scribonia, were, by order of 'C)audiu$» put to death, 
though the former entirely refembled him> beiqg, to ufe 
the expreflion of Seneca, as great a montler as bimfelf,aod 
therefore no lefs qualified to be emperor S 

Many knights and fenators of rank were, after the death 
of Pompeius, accufed of confpiring againft the prince, fome 
TaUrius of whom Claudius pardoned ; but Valerius Afiaticus was 
Jfiatkus profecuted without mercy, becaufe he pofiefled, and bad 
mctufed, embelUihed with extraordinary magnificence, the fine gar- 
dens of Lucullus, which Menalina wifhed to pofiefs. He 
was charged with a dedgn of withdrawing intp Gaul, to 
excite his countrymen to a revolt \ for he was a native of 
Vienne, and had very powerful conne£lions in that pro* 
vincc. He was accufed by Sofibius, preceptor to Britan- 
nicus, who cafily prevailed upon the weak and timorous 
prince to fecure his life and empire by the deftruftion (!^ 
his pretended enemy and rival. Crifpinus, commander of 
the praetorian guards, was immediately difpatched with a 
body of foldiers to feize him at Baiae \ from whence he hur- 
ried him to Rome in chains*. 
Hlsind. He was tried, not in the fenate, but in the emperors 
chamber, in prefcnce of Meflalina : however, he pleaded 
his caufe with fuch eloquence and energy, that he forced 
tears from Claudius, and even from Meifalina : but the em- 
prefs, fearing pity and tendemefs fliould get the better of 
her other paffions, left the room, and whifpered L. Vitel- 
lius in the ear, not to let the accufed efcapc **. As ValenjJS 
declared, that he had never before feen any of the wit- 
nefles who were produced againft him, Sofibius atlaft pro* 
duced one, who, he faid, was well acquainted with hiin* 
He had informed his evidence, that Valerius was bald} ao^ 
therefore, upon his entering the room, he defired hiflj* ^ 
the firft place, to tell them which was Valerius AfiaricuS; 
** I have been long acquainted with him, and that i* l*^» 

c Suet. cap. 29. Dio, p. 679. Senec. Lud, in Oaud^ ' ^^^ * 
Ann. lib. xi. cap. i. Dio, p. 685. 

fiid 
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fald the witnefs, pointing at another bald perfon, who 
happened to be prefent. This circumftance convinced 
Claudius, that Afiaticus was free from guilt j but, while 
he was deliberating about clearing him, the treacherous Heise^tt^ 
Vitellius, throwing himfelf at his feet, and recounting the defined (>f 
great fervices of Afiaticus to the commonwealth, of his at- '^'^ ^'"'^" . 
tachment to Antonia, the prince's mother, and his gallant Jr^J^Z/W. 
behaviour in the late Britifli expedition, intreated him with 
gre^t emotion, to difplay his mer<?v, by granting to fb 
worthy and deferving a citizen the free choice of his own 
death. Claudius, without farther confideration, complied 
-with his requeftj which was, in efFe£b, condemning Afia- 
ticus, who thereupon opened his veins, and bled to 
death* (L).. 

As the pleaders at this time exafted exorbitant fees from Claudius 
their clients, and often of both parties, a complaint of this f^PP^i^ 
grievance being exhibited by Caius Silius, conful eleft, the ^'^^P**^^ 
whole fenate concurred, and demanded that the Cincian 
law might be revived, enjoining, that no man (hould, for 
pleading a'caufe, accept of any gift or payment. The de- 
mand of the fenate was, with great vehemence, promoted 
ty Silius, and with equal ardor oppofed by the pleaders, 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 3. . ' . 

. (L) He behaved with great fons, who urged Poppaea, with 

firmnefs and intrepidity. After whom he was fuppofed to carry 

Jiis condemnation, he conti- on a criminal converfation, to 

nued his ufual exercifcs, walk- deprive herfelf of life, to avoid 

ing, bathing, and even fupping the difgrace of a (llameful im- 

chearfully 5 telling his friends, •prifonment, with which they 

that it would have be^n more to threatened her. The emperor 

his credit to have fallen by the was fo totally forgetful of her 

craft of Tiberius, or the fury unhappy end, that her hulband 

pf Claudius, than thus to perifh Scipio being a kvf days after at 

by the dark devices of a wo- table with him, he aiked him 

man, and the treachery of fuch why he came without his wife. 

a bale and proftitute fycophant Scipio anfwered, that fhe was 

as Viteliiu&. After f upper he dead ; but dared not mention 

viewed his funeral pile, and the particulars of her death, 

ordered it to be removed to an- Afterwards two illuftrious Ro- 

pther place, left the heat and man knights, furnamed Petrae, 

fmoke fhould hurt his trees, were accufed and condemned. 

Finally, he opened his veins, becaufe one of them had a 

without betraying the leaft con- dream, which was fuppofed to 

cern, and bled to death. Mef- portend fome misfortune, either 

falina, not fatisfied with the to Claudius, or the empire (i). 
f uin of Afiaticus, fuborned per- 

(?) Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap* i. 

Clatidius 
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Claudius favoured the latter ; and therefore the fenate^ ii>- 
ftead of fubje£Ung them, as they defigned, to the penalties 
of the law againft extortion* if they took any fee, or erea 
prefenty for pleadings contented themfelves > with fettling 
their fees, which were not to exceed the value of two hun- 
dred and fifty crowns, and declaring thofe who were not fa« 
tisfied with that fum^ guilty of extortion ^ 

In the fame 'year the Cherufcii who inhabited the pre- 
fent city of Brunfwick^ had recourfe to Claudius for a King^ 
who fent them Italicus, fon to Tilavius the brother of the 
famous Arminius. Italicus was born at Rome, and edu- 
cated after the Roman manner ; a circumftance which in- 
duced the Cherufci, though they received him at fiift ^th 
great joy, to take arms, and drive him from the throne* 
He was afterwards reftored by the Loogobards, and, being 
fupported by them, oppreiTed, in a moft tyrannical manner^ 
Warsm the Cherufcan (late. At the fame time Sanguinius, go* 
GtftMfff. vernor of Lower Germany, being dead, the Chauci made 
incurfions into that province ; but Cn. Domitius Corbulo^ 
the greateft commander of his age, who fucceeded Sanguis 
nius, obliged them to retire, purfued them into their OMrn 
country, and would have compelled them to fubmit to the 
Roman yoke, had not Claudius, who feared Corbulo more 
than he dreaded the Germans, put a ftop to his conqueftsji 
and ordered him to lead back all the Romati forces over the 
Rhine. As he had taken great pains to reftore the ancient 
difcipline amongft the legions, whom he found utter 
ftrangers to military toils, that they might not relapfe into 
a habit of idlenefs, he employed them in digging a canal 
three-and-twentymileslong between theMeufe and theRhineji 
to receive the high tides, and prevent inundations (M)* 
The emperor granted Corbulo triumphal ornaments, though 
he would not allow him to profecute the war. He was fuc- 
ceeded by Curtius Rufus, whO| though of a mean ex- 
traaion, arrived at the con fular dignity, commanded armies, 
and died proconful of Africa 8(N). Towards the end of 

, the 

f Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. 5«^8. s Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. 

cap. 20. 

(M) A modern writer takes (N) He was, according to 

this to be the canal known at feme writers, the fon of a gla- 

prefent by the name of Fliet, diator. He was, fays Tacitus, 

which extends from Sluys on a fervile flatterer of thofe above 

the Meufe to Leyden on the him, but arrogant to his iufe- 

Rhine (<)• riors: he lived to a great age, ' 

(i) Buch. de Belg. lib. iv« 

arrived 
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tii6 yea^, Autiis Plautius, returning from Britain, was rt-^ 
ceived by Claudius with great marks of difl:in£lion, and hcv 
tioured with an ovation, the emperor aflifting in that cere- 
mony, and yielding to him the moft honourable place K 
He had fubdued the Dobuni, Ancalites, and Trinobantes, 
Mtrho inhabited Gloucefterfliire, Oxfordfliire, Middlefex, and 
Effex : while Fl. Vefpafian his fecond or afleflbr, was em- 
ployed in reducing the maritime places fettled by Belgic 
<^olonies from the promontory of Kent to the extremity of 
Cornwall. In this expedition he gained-thirty battles, made 
himfelf matter of the Ifle of Wight, and, befidcs the con* 
<)ueft of Hampfhire, Wiltihire, and Somerfetfliire, fub- 
Jefted the Belgse and Durotriges, two powerful nations, 
who, though colonies from the continent, had adopted the 
manners of the old Britons. P. Oflorius Scapula fucceeded 
Fiautius in the government of Britain, of whom we (hall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter (O). 

The following year Aulus Vitellius, afterwards emperor, 
and Lucius Vipfanius Poplicola, being confuls, Claudius, 
in quality of cenfor, created feveral new patrician families, 
moft of thofe which had been raifed to that dignity by Ro- 
mulus, L. Brutus, Julius Caefar, and Auguftus, being ex- 
tinft. He likewifc fupplied the vacancies in the fenate, in- ^^^ ^, 
troducing into that body fome ^duans, that is, natives of mttediHt9 
Autun in Gaul, and promoting a decree of the fenate, qua- thtfinuti. 
lifying fuch of the Gaulifh nobility as were Roman citizens, 
to be admitted to the fenatorial dignity. Such fenators as 
were of infamous charafters he degraded ; but proceeded 
in this tranfafiion with great lenity, advifing them to refign 
tfaeir dignity, that their voluntary abdication might veil the 
infamy of their expulfion. For thefe regulations, the con- 
ful Vipfanius propofed, that Claudius fliould be ftyled the 
father of the fenate \ but he modeftly declined that title. 

k Suet. cap. 24. 1^0, p. 685, 

arrived at the confulate, oh- a dagger, among thofe who 

tained triumphal ornaments, were paying their refpe6ts to 

and was in the end proconful of the prince. When put to the 

Africa. This, accordinfi; to rack, he confeiTed his deiign of 

fome authors, is the Qumtus murdering the emperor; but, ' 

Curti.us, whofe hiftory of the though cruelly tortured, would 

exploits of Alexander the Great never difcover his accomplices, 

has reached us. nor even the motives, which 

(O) About this time a Ro« had urged him to that at- 

man knight, named Cneius No- tempt (i). 
vius, was di (covered armed with 

(i) Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. st. 

He 
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He ttieti nilmbered the citizens^ who amounted to (li tsnU 
lions nine hundred thoufand ^ 

This year Claudius Mras acquainted ^ith the diforderS of 
his wife MefTalina. She w^as the daughter of Valerius Mef- 
fala Bafbatus, the emperor's couGn, and of Domitia Lepida, 
the grand-daughter of M. Antony, and Oftavia, Augufto8*8 
fider ; fo that ihe was Auguilus^s great-niece as Ciaudius 
was his great-nephew ^. We have related fevcral inftanecs 
of her cruelty, which, however great, fell ihort of her 
monftrous lewdnefs* Her chief favourite was Caius Silius, 
the moft comely young man in Rome, with whofe graceful 
perfon ihe was fo enchanted, that fhe obliged him t6 divorce 
his wife Silana. Silius was not infenfible of his crimei 
and the fate which threatened him ; but to witbftand Mef-" 
falina was prefent deftruftion. He therefore complied with 
her vicious inclination ; and the emprefs, far from purfuing 
her afnours privately, openly frequented his houfe with a 
numerous train, accompanied him inceffantly abroad, and 
loaded hipi with wealth and honours. -After fome time, 
Silius,' apprehenfive of the dangers that hung over him, 
and judging they were only to be averted by dangerous re- 
medies, told the emprefs, without difguife, that they were 
gone too far to wait for the prince's death ; that defperate 
attempts were the only fecurity in glaring guilt ; that he 
had accomplices at hand, and was ready to marry her, and 
adopt Germanicus. This propofal, bold beyond all example, 
and almofl: all belief, Meflalina applauded; and a few days 
after, the emperor being gone to Oftia to affift at a facrifice, 
jSie married Silius, with all the ufual folemnities, in the 
face of the fenate, of the equeftrian order, of the whole 
people, and foldiery (P) K 

i T^cit Annal. lib. xi. cap. 15. ^ Senec. Lud. in Claud, p. 47^ 
1 Tacit, ibid. cap. «6. Suet. lib. v: cap. s6. Dio, p. 684. 

(P) Tacitus, Suetonius, and 
Dio Caffius, who relate this me- 
morable incident, being apprif- 
ed how fabulous it would ap. 
pear, that the emperor's wife 
fhould, in his life-time, dare 
^ efppufe another hufband, and 
celebrate with him, in the face 
of the city, the nuptial feafts, 
declare, that, how incredible it 
may feem, they only recount 



what is unqueftionably trvc^ 
and what they had learnt from 
the living or written telliraony 
of their fathers. Suetonius tclli 
that MefTalina induced 



us 



Claudius himfelf to fign the 
marriage-contra£t, as if it were 
only diflcmbled to avert the ca- 
lamities which certain prodigies 
portended to hang over hi« 
hea4 (i). 



(1) Suet,' cap. 29. 
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Horrot feized the prince's family, efpecially thofe wtio thetrnpe' 
bore the chief fway in it : they dreaded nothing fo much rorhac- 
OS a revolution which would put an end to their power; T^^ainted 
but when they recolIe£l:ed the ftupidity of- Claudius, his '^^j^^^^ 
blind attachment to his wife, and the many eminent per- ^q^u^^ 
fons facrificed to her fury, their own apprehenfions deter- 
red them from acquainting him with his public ignominy. » 
Calliftus and Pallas, the reigning favourites, were ftill for 
diflembling the emprefs's enormities, and reftraining her, 
by private men-aces, from keeping company with her adul- 
terer. Narciffbs thought the emperor ihould be immedi- 
ately acquainted with the infamous conduft of his wife- 
He prevailed, by gifts and promifes upon Calpurnia and 
Cleopatra, two cpurtefans in high favour with Claudius, to 
undertake the difcovery. Calpurnia, while the emperor 
was ftill at Oftia, upon the firft occafion of her being with 
him in private, ifalling at his feet, cried out, *' Meffalina 
has married Silius :" and at the fame time appealed for the 
truth of this information to Cleopatra, who was prefent, 
and confirmed what fhe had faid. Claudius, itruok with 
amazement, ordered NarciiTus into his prefence, who, in- 
treating pardon for having concealed the diforders of his 
wife, told him, that he was in a ftate of divorce ; that it 
was what all men knew ; that the nuptials had been cele- 
brated in the face .of the city ; and thatMeffalina's new huf- 
band, if efFeftual means were not immediately taken, would 
be fovereign of Rome. He then fent for his moft trufty 
friends, particularly Turranius, who was charged with the 
care of providing the city with corn, and Lufius Geta, com- 
mander of the prsetorian guards, who afTured him of the 
marriage, and infifted upon his proceeding without delay 
to the camp, that he might, by fecuring the prsetorian co- 
horts, confult his prefervation before his revenge. Claudius 
was fo confounded and difmayed, that he often aiked whe- 
ther he was ftill emperor j whether Silius was yet a pri- 
vate man. 

In the mean time Meffalina indulged herfelf, without the 
leaft apprehenfion, in all manner of diverfions, not imagin- 
ing that any perfon. would dare to difclofe her diforders to . 
the emperor, over whom (he had fo powerful a fway. As 
it was then the middle of autumn, (he exhibited in her houfe 
a reprcfentation of the vintage, in which her new hufljand, 
Silius, perfonated Bacchus, attended by a choir of mock, 
priefts and priefteffes, among whom was Meffalina herfelf, 
with a thyrfus in her hand, and her hair loofe and flowing : 
but, in the midft of their jollity and revels, meffengers un- 
expectedly arrived with tidings, that Claudius was apprifed 

of 
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of all their proceedings, and approached with foil ]Jurp6(S? 
to facrifice them to his vengeance. The company imme-' 
diately difperfed in the utmoft collilernation ; Mefialina re- 
tired to the gardens of Lucullas, and Silius, who was then 
prJBtor, and confal eldcl, in order to diffemble his fear, re- 
fumed the ofFices of the forum. Meffaliha, finding no 
other refource, refolved to quit her retirenient, arid boldly 
meet her hufband, not doubting that (he (hould be able ccf 
avert the ilofm, if (he could only obtain a hearing. She 
ordered her Ton Britannicus, and her daughter 0£lavia, to 
go and embrace their father, to implore his raicrcy for his 
injured wife : (he beffought Vibidia, the oldeft Veftal, of 
whom Claudius entertained a high opinion, to a£t the fame 
part She herfelf paffed through the city on foot, attended 
only by three perfons, not one (hewing .the leaft feeling for 
her difgrace. When (he was without the Walls, not being 
able to purfue her journey on foot, and finding no other 
convenience (he was glad to be taken up by a gardener in his 
dung-cart, in which, being entirely forfaken, fhe took the 
road to Oilia. 

The emperor Was not yet fecovefed from his fright ; but 
ftill ince(rantly aiking, whether Silius was yet acknowlegect 
emperor: helikewife betrayed no fmall apprehen(ion of Geta, 
commander of his guards : NarciiTus, who entertained the 
fame diftrufl, fuggefted to the emperor, that there was no 
other expedient to prcferve him, than the transferring the 
command of his guards upon one of bis freeditien for that 
day only ; and he offered to take that charge upon himfelf. 
Claudius readily agreed to his propofal ; and NarcifTus, now 
commander of the praetorian cohorts, feated hiihfelf in the 
emperor's carriage to prevent L. VitelUus and P. Largus 
Caecina, who were alfo with the emperor, from interced- 
ing in favour of MefTalina. Upon the road, Claudius fome- 
times broke out into bitter inve£tives againft Meilalina, at 
other times exprefTed compafiion for her, and their com- 
mon children. Vitellius uttered nothing, but ** O heinous? 
Oh the iniquity !" which words might be interpreted equally 
againft MefTalina and her accufers. NarcifTus urged him to 
fpeak plain ; but Vitellius ftill anfwered indiredly, and in 
terms that might be differently conftrued : his example was 
followed by Largus Caecina. 

As they approached the city, Meflalina unexpeftedly ap- 
peared in the road, crying aloud, and befeeching Claudius* 
with many tears, to nave fome regard to the mother of 
Odavia and Britannicus. NarcifTus no fooner faw her, 
than, to drown her cries, he began to exclaim with great 
vehemence againft the impudent and bold conduct of Si- 
lius 
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liilS) itnd the aliominationi of MtiTaHaa ; tfnA^ to diycrt iha 
princo f#om freing her, deliv«red to hiia a writin^» con* 
tainiiig a dotail of her proftitutions. As thcr emperor was 
eoteriiig Rome, fom^ attempted to prefent to him his chiU 
dren by her \ but Narcifios ordered them to be taken away } 
he cottld not, however, romove Vibidia, who ftrenuoudf 
infifted, that the emperor^a wife ihQttld not be condemned 
trithoiit being heard ; fo (hat NarciCTus was obligi|d to affure 
ber, that Mdflatina would have every opportunity of clear* 
ing herfelf. He then advifed the Veflal to withdraw, and 
Attend .the facred litndions of her office. Claudius Tpoke 
not a word, and ViteUius pretended to be amazed } fo thaH 
NarciGus directed all things. By his comm^nd^ the houfo 
of the adulceritr was opened, and the emperor carried thith^n 

As He entered the porch, Narciffus pointed out the ftatue fje is in* 
#f SUius the father, though the fenate had, by a decree, cfn/ed 
ordered it to broken. In the houfe he fliewed him the ^g^injihir 
rich furniture c^the imperial palace, the monuments of his ^ * 
wile's proftitutiott and his own difgrace. Having thut * > 
wrought him up to fury and revenge, he led him withouti 
delay tp the camp, where he made a ftort fpeech t^ ihd 
Mdiery, who, with One voice, demanded that the criiifilnals 
m^it be immediately put to death. Sitius, and fevernl SiUus and 
otherii whom Narciffus had arretted, were brought before *!1/'^"^ 
the impeiis^l tribunal ; and being convi^ed as accomplices ^^J'^^' 
^ Medalina*s proftitutions, were all dragged to execution. 
SUius, without; offering any thing in his defence, only 
bejgged they would dilnatch him foon. Mnefter, the player^ 
who had been likewife one of MeflTalina's gallants, created 
Ibme hefitation. He tore off hie garments^ and defired the 
•mperor to behold the marbs of the ftripes he had endured^ 
before be could be brought to comply with Meffsllina's im^ 
I^UFe felicitations : he reminded him at the fame time of his 
own commands, obliging him to gratifv Mefialina without 
referve ( O ) ; adding, that others had oeen tempted to of- 

{ Q^) Meffalina, finding (be would fooner or later pix)vv fa« 

could neither by threats aqt tal to him, if he granted jief^ 

IKoroiies induce Mne£er to com* faiiha's requeft} for heir fbor 

ply with her repeat^ foiicita*- min^tions were npw fa pub%» 

fioos, had at length recourse to that he imagUed CUu^iHi^ooul^ 

j^ripes, and caofed him to b^ not be much longer vm^^iM 

inhumanly fcQurged ; but to no of thena* Thfi lewd piofUtutf^ 

effed, Mnefler dreading to in- detern>inf4 HPI^ C^tii^ipg f$ 

cur the difpleafur^ of the em^* all events the paffion (he had 

peror, which, be apprehended^ conceived for the player ; 

Vw.XII. t£ **What 
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fend by great prefents» or mighty promtfes ; but bis offence 
was, entirely owing to compulfion. Thefe confi derations 
inclined Claudius to mercy; but his freedmen diffuading 
him from fairing a player, after having facrificed fo many 
illuflrious citizens, Mnefter was condemned and executed 
with Trauius Montanus^ a young knight of extraordinary 
modeily and a graceful perfon, whom Meifalina had forced 
to pafs only one night with her> and afterwards caft off, her 
paSion being, as Tacitus obferves, with equal wantonnefs 
-inflamed and furfeited". 
Claudius When thefe executions were over, Claudius returned to 
fiems to re- ^^e palace, where he paffed the greateft part of the night in 
*'• feafting and revelling with his freedmen. Being warm with 

wine (for he ufually drank very plentifully), he ordered 
one of his attendants to go and acquaint the unhappy wo- 
man to attend the next day, and plead her caufe. She was 
' then in the gardens of Lucullus, whither ihe had retired, 
• finding {he could have no accefs to Claudius ; and was em- 
ployed in compofing a memorial, :Which flie defigned to 
f refent to the prince, not without hopes of exciting his 
Narcifus compaffion. But Narciffiis, alarmed at the meffage, and 
iajfens her obferving that the emperor's refentment vifibly abated, and 
3(icu ion* j^.^ ufual affeflion began to return, ran haftily out, anddi- 
refted the tribune and centurions, then upon duty, to dif- 
patch Meffalina, for fuch was the emperor's exprcfs com- 
mand. With them he fent one Evodus,. a freedman, in 
whom he could confide, to fee his orders ftri£lly fulfilled; 
for he apprehended, and indeed not without reafon, toe 
Claudius began to relent, that the punifliment, which he 
had procured for Meffalina, would, if (he lived to the next 
day, fall upon his own head. . £vodus flew in a moment to 
the gardens, where he found her ftretched upon the ground, 
and her mother Lepida fitting by her. He immediately 
acquainted her with the fentcnce, and, at the fame timC) 

• a Tacit. Ann. lib. xi. cap. 16—36. Dio, p. 684. Suet. cap. ij* 
Senec. Lud. in Claud. 

** What if the emperor himfelf who, (he faid, had nnmanncrly 

(fatd (he), (hould command you rcfufed her a fmall farour. 

to gratify me in what I re- Claudius immediately (ent {or 

quired* ** I (hould, without Mnefter, reprimanded him witD 

hefitation (replied Mnefter), great fcvcrity, and commanaca 

obey tb^emperor'scommands." him to gratify his wife vnthout 

Meifulina dew to the enipcrorj referve (i). 
mid complained \of the player, 

Ik 

. .- ..: K(i} Dio>Ub«lx. V . 
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rtviled tier with all the brutal ittveftivcs of a flave. Het 
mother encouraged her npt to wait the blow of the execu^ 
tioner 1 but, fincc (he cOuld not prolong her Ufe, to die with 
renown. Thus exhorted, flie feizcd a polgnard which (he 
atmed^ With a trembling hand, firft at her throat, and then 
at her bread ( but had hot courage enough to ftrilce. The 
tribune^ therefore, who flood before her, without once 
opening his mouth, obferving her tiittidity and irrefolution, 
delivered her from all anxiety and fears, by running her Her deuth. 
through with his fword. She was, of all women recorded 
in .hiftory, if not the moft lewd> the moft amazingly bold 
in the purfuit of her lewdnefs ". 

Claudius was ftill at table when intelligence was brought Thefiupi* 
him that MeiTalina was dead ; but without any pafticu- '''(X */ ' 
Jars, whether (he had fuffered by her own, or by the ex* ^'*»^""* 
ecutioner's hand. Neither did he make any enquiries; but, 
calling for a bowl of wine, continued the banquet with his 
ufual gaiety, without betraying, either thet^ or in the foK . 
lowing days, any fymptoms of hatred^ joy, anger, forrow, 
or any other human paffion or afle£tion, though he beheld 
the enemies of his wife triumphing ovrer her death, and his 
children bewailing with many tears the unhappy fate of 
their mother **. 

Upon the death of Meflalina, Claudius publicly declared, 
that, fince he had been fo unfortunate in his marriages, he 
would live a fingle life for the future ; and he gave every 
Roman leave to put him to deaths if he continued not in 
that refolution. Notwithftanding thefe proteftations, foon CtauJins 
forgetting what he had faid, he declared his intention of ^'f'^^'^'' '• 
marrying. At this declaration, great ftrife and emulation ^^2^; 
arofe among the imperial freedmen, which of them fliould 
procure a wife for one who had been ever governed by his 
wives. Calliftus propofed to him LoUia Paulina, daughter 
to M. Lollius, a cohfular. Pallas recommended Julia 
Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus ; and Narciflusem* 
ployed all his intereft in behalf of ^lia Petina, whom he 
had divorced before upon a trivial occafion. Claudius him«- 
felf inclined fometimes to one, fometimes to another, al- 
ways fwayed by his laft advifer. Being thus undetermined 
and perplexed, he at length aFembled his counfellors, or-> 
dering them to declare^ and defend in his prefence, their 
different opinions. Claudius heard them all with great at- anJ prefers 
tention ; but was mod afie£ted with the arguments of Pal- Au niece 
las, enforced by the carefTesf and allurement^ of Agrippinai -^i^^P- 

n Tacit. Ann. lib. xi, cap. 37. Dio Valcf. p. 677. • Dio, 

ibid* : : . 

f i% who. 
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who, uA4er colour of cMCingiimUx^ w«s a^uotis kilttf 
yifits to hex uih1( (R)« 

Chudiue no iiaiiiner cxprQfTfKi hi4 mf^matio^ to eifMmff 

ft wife. H«f iir^ purpofe waa t^i G04ac&ri » m^tcii bcturea 
her fon Domitftiui ^itd O^^yhg tbe emperor^ ^Hgfcleri 
but O^avia ba^. bceii by her fatbei? bet rQi^«d to Laeifitt Si^ 
lanos, 9 youih pl gr^at ^uality^ find no kfs bdovedtbw 
ZAciin 5i- efteemed by C)aqdi»s. However^ aft the weak prisce kad 
Janus jif- ,jq judgment nor choice^ no av^rfioft iior aSeflioat botfiick 
iylwf * ^" ^^ ^^^ inspired by others^ Vitelli!i9» jbiefceing into whofe 
hands the fovereignty was haftemingy in ordkr to pwrchafe 
th€ favour of Agripptna, beg^n to de?ife crimes againft Si- 
lanus. Th^t youpg nobleman had a fifter, by name Jwiia 
Silana^ a lady of extraordinary beanity ^nd no k£i g^uoeyi 
and hence Vitellus^ then cenfof, formed an a< 
wrefting to a charge of inceft the miitual affe^oa of 
tfaer and fiit^r $ an alfedion no way crimiaali but fame* 
what too free aqd Hi^uarded^ fbf whrk Junia waabyelhers 
ftylcd Venusj on account of h^ boaulft Silanitt chofe t» 
call her Juno^ who was both ftfter and w^fe to Jupitctr. Of 
thi» circumftance the infameiia fy^pbant VtteHius rrsBed 
himfelf $ and, having firft prejudiced the undifccmine cm^ 
y&cor againft the innocent yonV^} <{iiite iinappiiled q| any 
plots againft him, he foon altery 91 quality of cenior, it^ 

fraded bim fnom the ^ank of a (pm^ot^ thoi^b the ienate 
ad been already reviewed^ and ibo number of fisnalKica &xeA 
a long time before ; and ob%ed htcn> by an edi£^ ao it«> 
tiounce bis pr^etorihip^ th<p#gli if ^at of cowrfe to cnaiic 
the next day ^ conferring it for l^t day upoa Epiritts Maiv 

(R) Thi? princefs, ib famous neis. and was on that accoiuU 

in hiftory for her. ambition and batiiflied by her brother Cali- 

tnisfortuneSjWas the daughter of gut^. Claudius recalled her, 

Oemianicus and Agrrppina the when fhe married to her fecoad 

eidiBir, whofe coura^ und chait** huiband Crifpus Pafflenut, one 

tity we have often, had occafioa of anitluibrious family^ asd ftxm 

xo celebrate- Tiberius married lafter muxskred him, to eujoy 

her, (n the fovirteeuth year of the rlpk iirheritancoto wbtck he 

his reign, to Co* Domitius A- had named her in hiswiH. She 

henobarbus, by whom ihe had was ia high favour with Clan- 

a fon named L, Pomitius Abe- dius, eveoi in Meilalina'stiiue; 

hobarbus, who fucceeded Clau- and therefore would have been 

dius, and is known bythenamQ f^crificed,^ as well as her fificr 

"' : t)f Nero. Upon the death of Julia, to her jealoufy, hadjoot 

^ her htilhand, file ^andoned ' theemprefs been diverted from 

* * * herfelf to ail manner of lewd- it by dther purfuit^ (2), 

* {2} Saet. in Ner, dap. it 6, 7. Tacit. Ann. lib. iv# cap. 1%$ $u 

/ :. r -l ' ceJhii. 
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csriHu. SilacQd being thus tcaskti with mhaaxj^ Cluidius 
bitdpe off the mttcli fast4ire«n him and Of^auria ^. 

The W6SU cdtifab were CL PoiD|>cttts Lotigiaus GaUus^'and 
<Qi/ V^raaius N^pos^ Though Clati^bnis ^d Agrippiiia 
lived publicly together^ yet diey durft act 4»khrate tbdr 
-ilaptial^ ifaerc being tio. toftanoe among the Romans cf a 
mdxriag^ fetween an tihcie said i niece ; but that fernple ^fufy$t^ 
wa vemenredby Vi^liuat iRrho having firftprevatied, with- f^^'*^ 
4»iii naocb tronbbi, npbn Oaudivs to promife that he would cUiudiuis 
Isbmitt^o the aathorityef thelenalBi and die unanitnoos marriag§ 
Vfdoe of tiie peQ{dey ealiiy t)ediiaded bodi orders to apprarve <uuM a- 
mt the aiaaittiage ; fome of the ftnalon declaring^ that, if g^ifpina. 
the 'eaoaiperor delayed iliitok ioftgert they tvonid compel faiiA« 
Ciatsdiua then yidded ; bnt neverthelefs did not celebrate 
th^ dtifMsalst, till the fitilafee paffed a decreci declaring mar- 
riagea wtwecn andc^ and their bredierS'dsQghiters for ever 
lawfoi^ 

The dsiy afler the cMoree iioraB publiihed, Ciaudii«6 cek- %f»t mip* 
Stated Ins nnpdals wdth the ufiial io\cmmibf ; aaid, on the "^ ^^ 
•finae Awj^ iSflstnus flew himrelf, whether by ebcttce or con- ^'^'^ 
AnofttU Js nncdrtain. His £iler Jania utraa baniflied Italy; 
and to ber fentence Ciandius aidded an order to the poM- 
tiffsy^ti joining theai't6 ofer cx^itttacyiaGeifices in dse ij^totfc 
of Diana ; a fource of mockery to all m^n^ fays Tacitus, 
that penalties and f uftrattons IhotiM W appointed for pre- 
tsnd^dinoefl:, while ceaiinceft wasd^^bHibed by law ^{B). 

Not 

y Tacit. Anna], lib. jlm. cap. 4. Dio, p. 677. Siieton. cap« 2^. 
^ Tacit, iih. Xii. cap. S* Senec: Lad. m CtaUd. 



(6) trtfirt tbis tittie the dfy 
iCtturtied a different face, att men 
tamely obeying a wofnan, who 
did not, Uke Meftafina, tender 
the Roman ftate fubfeiYieat 6n- 
\y tb her wanton atid lewd 
amours, but to her iiriktiabte 
avarice, ui:(bounded ambitio6, 
and u6pmlleled cruelty. She 
gbveriwid ^he -people, and the 
emperor himfeif, without con- 
trol } ;appeared wrrh him in 
the fenafe.; placed herfelf by 
"him on the fame tribunal in all 
jiublic cferfemonies ; gave, td- 
£<scher with hitti, audience to 



foreign princes and amba{|[^- 
dors; and even accompanied 
him in th^ courts of julHce, 
v^hich, to the Romans, was al- 
together aftoni/hinp; (3). To 
fignfl4ize the beginning, we may 
fay, of her reign, with fome 
plauBble action, ihe prevailed 
upon Claudius, not omy to re- 
call from exile, but to honour 
with the praftorfhip, L. Annaeus 
^neca, a man greatly cfteemed 
on account of his eloquence 
and accompli(hments. Jnut in 
this meafure (he had alfo her 
private views, which were, the 



(3) Tacit, Annal* lib»«ii* cap. 8. Dio,p. 637, 
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Not fong after, Agrippina, i puifuing her ambidoBs de« 

figns, gained* by hrge pnomifesi Memmius Pollio, conful 

.eledi, to .move the fenate, that they would unanimoufiy 

* befeech Claudius^ to- betroth OSavia to Domitius. - To thif 

motion, which was a great (lep to the fovereignty, the fathers 

readily agreed v^and Claudius, not apprifed of his wifefsaf* 

O&mvia piring views, with the fame readinefs confented. Thus 

h^rothtdH yr^^ Domitius, by the efforts and devices of his mother, 

PQUfiftHSf raifed alnaoft to an equality with Britannicus. Agrippina, 

. no lefs implkcable In' her hatred than ambitious in her 

.views, being enraged at Lollia Paulina) for. having afpired 

\to the empepor'iB bed, framed crimes againft ber, aiid 

fuborned an accufer, who charg^ her with confulting the 

^magicians and - Chaldseans aboiit the match. * Claudius, 

without exankinatiDn, reprefcntcd her fuppofed guiit'to the 

fenatCt jind required that her eitate might be confifcated, 

and herfelf banlQied Italy ^ : but Agrippina, not faitisfied 

with this punifbradnt) fent privately a tribune, with orders 

L§SiaFaH' to cut off her head, and bring it to her* The tribune obey- 

7>««^«*/^ cd } and Agrippina is faid to have, with her own handk, 

' ;opcned the mouth of the deteafad, that from her teetb, 

which had fomething very fin?ulap in their conftrut^Uon, 

ihe pi^ht be afiui:ed it w^ hci iiead * (T), Calpniaia, an^ 

. . r Tacit. Ann* lib, »ii. C2ip,t%, » Dip, p. ^86, 

education of her fon^ Domitius her pretended gutit to the fo- 
under fuch a mailer, and the nate, touched upon her noble 
ufe of his cpunfels in the pur- defcent, telling the fenators, 
fuit of her ambitious deiigns ; . that, by her mother, (he w^ 
for (he did not doubt that Se- niece to Lucius Volufius ; that 
neca would, from gratitude, Qotta Meffalinus w^s her great 
continue fnithfully jittached to uncle ; that fl^e herfelf was on^c 
her, and iriaintain ^n irrecoji- the wife of Memmius Regulus, 
citeable hatred to Claudius, by g^p. but of her marriage with 
whom he ha'd bepq baniftied ; Caligula he fajd nothing. He 
and, indeed, his hatred appears added, that (he purfqed pemi- 
plainly in his writings, . cious defigns, apd muft he dU 
(T) Lpllia Paulipa was firft veftcd or the means and op- 
rnarried to Memmius Regulq?, portunitie? of .putting, them m 

foverncr of prcece J^nd Msec- .executiop, Vpon this, her im- 

on, from whom fhe was forced n^enfe wealth was confifcated, 

by Caligula, who topk hpr to and only about thirty thoufand 

himfelf, Shewasgrand-daugh- pounds of our money left her. 

ter to M. Lollius, appointed by Tacitus tells qs, that the tri- 

Auguftus governor tpCaiusCa- bune difpatphed by Agrippina 

far, when he was fent into the had order? to compel her to lay 

jg^ft, plaudius, in reprefenting viole^jt hands on hericlf (i). 

(»J Tagit. Anoal. lib,?^ii, ^ap. »?, 
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•tlie^ woman of great diftindion, was likewife devoted to 
ruin, becaufe the prince h^d praifed ber beauty ; but as this 
was from no pallion to her perfon, but onl^ in occafional 
difcourfe^ her life was fpared. This year, to the fenators 
of Narbonne Gaul was granted the fame privilege with thofe 
of Sicily, of vifiting their eflates without aiking leave of 
the prince* The fame year the countries of Iturea and Ju- 
<Jaea were, upon the death of their kings, Sohemus and 
wAgrippa^ annexed to the government of Syria. About the Rome en* 
end of the year, Claudius extended the circumference of ^'«^<^. 
Rome, inclodng, according to Onuphrius ', Mount Aventine. 

The following year, C. Antiftius Vetus and M. Suilius ^omitiut 
Nervilianus being* confuls, the freedman Pallas, who had ^^^P/^^'* 
conduced the late marriage of Agrippina, and was now ^^ Sriiam^ 
engaged in a criminal correfpondence with her, and thence nicut* 
wholly addicted to her intereft, perfuaded Claudius to adopt, 
in preference to his own fon, Domitius, becaufe he was 
three years older than Britannicus. From this time Domi* 
tius was named Nero Claudius Csefar Drufus Germanicus. 
This adoption was. applauded by the fenate, and a decree 
pafied confirming it, and conferring upon Agiippina the 
fublime title of Augufta. However, there was no Roman 7he k^rd 
fo void of compaOion, as not to be affefted with the fevere ''''«^«^»' 
lot of the unfortunate Britannicus, whom Agrippina, un- ^f^^*^^^' 
der colour of tendernefs, kept locked up in a nurfery, 
though now nine years old. By degrees (he removed from' 
his perfon his former attendants, and even caufed fome of 
them to be put to death ; among the reft, his preceptor So- 
fibius ; placing in their room perfons who were entirely at 
her devotion. She never would allow him to appear abroad, 
not even to Tee his father, pretending that he was difor- 
dered in his fenfes, and troubled with the falling ficknefs. 
Not long after the adoption of Nero, Britannicus having fa» 
luted him, as he ufed to do, by the name of Ahenobarous, 
Nero refented it fo warmly, that he endeavoured to per- 
fuade the emperor that he was a fuppoficitious child. 

This year Agrippina, to difplay her power in foreign 
countries, procured a colony of veterans to be fenc to the 
capital of the Ubii, a town where ihe had been born, and 
which (he called by her own nam^ Colonia Agrippinenfis. Cchnia 
This city is now known by the name of Cologne ". About ^i'^^Ppi' 
the fame time the Catti made incurfions into the Romati ^'^•fi^* 
territories; but were repulfed with great flaughter, by Pom- 
ponius Secundus, commander of the legions in Upper Ger- 

t Onupb. in Fad. p. loi. « Tacit. Ann. lib* xii. cap. i$. 

f u^t. in Ner. cap. 7. D20, p. 667. 

F f 4 many, 






Rottidi^s^ who had emitinuad fi^iteft etet fiace tbe defeat 

of Vkfu9, ^hd his J^ioni (U). 
Yr. of Fl. i;'he folldwiwg yeai", Claudl^a being thfc fifA tiiAe con-. 
A *D ^2 ^"^* ^'* Sertiud Corft€lJu«^ Orfitoft ( W)* Ntro, ibMgli tidt 
U. c. 800. y^ fettmfcti, WAS preftntfed ^ith the manly febe^ which 

—J ! Qualified him for honours aiWI eMpk>ym6iit». At the ffime. 

j\r^rd takes time the fenate, with the cdnctrreni^e of Clfttidius^ dti^rded, 

themamfy th^t in his twentieth year ht flioutd difchar^ Ao confsl^ 

^'''* diip, artd in the mean timfe b^ ktv^fted wfeh protonfolftf 

authority out of Rome, and %led pri¥i€e oi the KeAftli^ 

youth, tlaudiuialfo beftowed) ta Nem'sudme) % hirgels 

upon the foldieiy, and another upon the peo}>le; sum), t6 

draw the eyes and dffe^ioni of tbe peopte upM hiM, oainf- 

6d him to appear at the Circenfian gwies) which were Aen 

ibtemnizcd, in a triamphal robdt the mark und omttnent 

of the imperial ftate, while BrittinhicM Wfts tartted abdot 

rhe friends hi hi* pr»cxtB, the ttfual haWt ©f childT^fl. Some 0f the 

^Bntan' ^^[^^^^^^ gftd cettturiofts couW not help pitying the vmhSLppf 

mowd yduth : but they were a)}, under Y^io^ft pi«eien<e6, it* 

from the Inoved from the palace : eveti fui;b of th<( VdUiig prfncel 

fokuff* freedmeh as were found inviolably attached td his ptrfoa 

ftAd intereft^ were partly dUicharged^ and pi^rtty put to deatbi 

(l)') Hid rigilaMe md gal- &dd, hift own fiiber*s fons^ part- 

Uim cotadutSk fsemed to the fe« ed his kingdom between themi 

Uate worthy of triumphal orna«- knd ever continued iSiith&l to 

snents, which weri decreed htm the Romans {2)^ 
fccotdingly; but ^ did not de- (W) Claudius held this bit 

rive (q much glory from them,, laft confulfhip fix months (3)* 

$8 from hi^ elegant poems, Onuphrius adds^ to bis col« 

which are greatly extolled by league's other names that of 

the bell judges of antiquity (i), Scipio (4) ; and the Other Or* 

It was at this time too that Van-r fiti feem to hare been of thefa- 

nius, whom Drufusthe fon of mily of the Sctpios <y). C« 

Tiberius had thirty years before Mlnucius^ or MinlcioS Faddk* 

created king of the Suevians, lius> and C. Vetbeniua Sev^ 

was dritrai out by the Hermun* ruB, were fnbflicuted in the 

durians and Liciansk Claudius^ cenftdfhip to ClaMdius and Or* 

though he h^d deelined engag- iitus (6). Vef^afian^ who was 



_ ifi a quarrel among the Bar« afterwards emperor, was coa« 

bariaas, yet granted a fafe re- ful for the two laft months of 

fuge to the depofed king, and this year, as we read in Sue* 

Und0 in Pannonig both to him topius (7)* 
and his followers^ Vangio and 

(i) Tacit. Anral' lib. xii, cap. 918. (a) Ibid. cap. 19. 

{)) Suet. cap. 4. (4) Onuph. in Fall. (5) Grttt.p. 17. 

($) Oouph, ibid* (7} Suet, in ^^. tsp* 4>. 
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ft$ if tlitt^ held ififptfed dicir pfCroa «kh hutred md ^mukr 
tlon agMsft Utr^i ^pirhiell oiig^ in the end be produ&ive bf 
dbtil Smu. UptNl th^ir removalt firitanttkus was e0fnmttlG4 
to the government of others^ cb^fen by faia inotto''iin-<ki<r. 
The aeitt :ftep V^hlch Agrip^na took towards the ACQOm^ 
fiiihtitsnt^f h<r gttat defig«« wH the remoykig <^ Lufiuf 
Cdtia iind R«luf CriTpinfis ft<om the ewiiaiand oi the prae- 
torian cohorts. She imagined them attached to the me** 
moi^y of M6i«ltna> and chance ^eahnifly devoted to her 
childrett* <She therefore reprtfeiifCed to the emperor^ thatf 
hf the Cabals Mi emulation of twb ooniinandef s, the guards 
Mr^e reiit ilito fsAiotts «, whereas^ by the amhority of cnc^ 
xktffi w4«ld be more eafily kept tt> their Auif^ 

In toft£dq%tence tkf this infiiittatioft, Claudius, \rkhoiit ^'tAtt 
jalther enquiry, traitsferrcd the cetnmftnd of the prsetX)rian ^{7^^^ 
balnds on fiurrbus Afrenivrs^ whom {he recbmmendedt an ^n^/^uigr 
ofiioer highly ^Jkeemfed by the foldiefy, bat well apprifed ofthifrm' 
to whom he owed his |>rettpritie3it. Agnppi^a now be^n tortm 
t6 adTume a nvdre hanghty deportment t»ah ever^ (he eth- V^^^^ 
tered the Capitol in a chariot, a diftiii£lioii granted to n(M»e 
but priefts^ This arrogance, however^ heightened the re- 
yeretkcfi of the people towards one. who was the dsi^hter 
ind siiothcr of a Cacfari fifter to the late emperor^ aixl wife 
to the prefent. But in the tnean tiitie hct^chief champioQ^ 
2;n Vi'telKus, waS| by a fenator, natli^d Jnnitii Lupns, ao- 
enfed of high tieafon ( and Clandins* evier timoroiis^ would 
have attended tio the chaise, had net Agrippina, by menacea 
rather than intreaties^ turned his refentasent acainft the ao- 
ctlier, who was batiUhed «;. This year a great famine raged ^ famhi 
in Eome. The popafeeoty liot confining thek complaints '' ^*^' 
to hottfes and corners, gathered m tumidtuolw crowds 
round the prince, while he was pnblioly ad^iniftering juf-* 
tice, and ^ove> him to the extremity of the forum ( info«» 
much that, with the utmoft dificuhy, he efeaped their vioi* 
Jence^ hia g«arda opening him a way throujgh the outrage- 
oils tn altitude (X). However, inftead of ^nefenting thi6 
treatoient, he took foch effe£iual care to have the city fupi* 
plied with conti thstf in lefs thaa fifteen days no one had 
ctcafion to cotnplatn, that winter happening to prove ex*- 
feeding mild and favottrable. That tke city might «H)i 

V Tacit. Ana. ]iV. xii, cap. 4t| 43; 

(T) Suetonius tells us, that ed M4th ^rufti of breads thdt 

he was liot only ntviled with he ^airrowly efoped bcici; kiU* 

iopprobrious language by the ed (2)^ 
Imaged pc^ulace,. but fo pek- 

(lO Sueton. cap% yfi 

again 
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again be recfticed to fnch diftrefs, be ga^e all poffible eii« 
couragement to nfiertbantS) granted ample privileges to fiich 
, as built trading vefiels, and took upon himfeif to reimburfe 
' all the Idfles they (hould fufier. 
' In the courfe of this year, the tenth of Claudius's reign, 
the propraetor, P. Oftorius Scapula, landing in Britain, 
gained great advantages there over the natives of that 
ifland. 

After the departure of Plauttus, the war had, in all pro- 
bability, been managed by the legates of the legions, for 
two years, at the expiration of which P. Oftorius Scapula 
trtgrtfs rf arrived. . This a£live general immediately took the field, 
Ofiorims ^nd defeated the Britons in feveral encounters. He cfta- 
P^mk ^ bli(hed a Roman colony at Camulodunum ; and London be- 
ing fettled about this period, the country between the 
. Thames and the fea was reduced into a province, under 
the name of Britannia Prima. In order to defend this pro*- 
vince, he raifed a chain of forts along the river Nen, in 
Northamptonfliire, and the teinks of the Severn. This 
defign being difagreeable to the Iceni, they formed a con- 
federacy, and took arm^ againft the Romans, but were de- 
feated by the propraetor. He allowed Coyrdunus, fovereign 
of the Dabuni, to keep his principality in the counties of 
Clouceiler and Oxford, with a view to foment diffcnfions 
among the Britons. He ravaged the countiy of the Ganges 
in Shropfliire, and penetrated almoft to the fea-coaft in 
Denbighihire, when he was recalled to quell a revolt of the 
Brigantes, in Yorkihire. He had fcarce appeafed this dif- 
turbance, ivhen he was obliged to march againft the inde- 
fatigable CaraAacus» who, at the head of a numerous army, 
continued to harafs his detachments. He now pafied the 
river Teme, which divides Herefordfliire from Shropfliire, 
and took pofTeflion of an advantageous poft, upon a deep 
mountain; wafhed by a deep and rapid ftream. When Of« 
torius advanced, and viewed the nature of their fituation, 
he began to think it would be impra£ticable to attadk them 
with any profpe£l of fuccefis : but the troops called aloud 
for the (ignal of battle y. 'and he was unwilling to check 
their ardour. Cara&acus had drawn up his army, confift*> 
ifig of different tribes, commanded by their refpe&ive 
chiefs, and he paifed from rank to rank in perfon, exhort- 
ing them to exert their utmoft courage, in as much as their 
liberty depended on the fortune of the day* To thefe re- 
tnonftrances they replied with loud (houts and acclama* 
tions, which ferved only to inBame the eagernefs of the al^ 
failants. The Romans paiTed the river without ipucb op* 
fofxiioTi i butj in afcending the bill^ were received with a 

terrible 
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terriUe difcliarge of jayelins and (tones, which did great 
execution. Neverthelefs, they forced the entrenchments 
of the Britons, and, after a defperate refiftance, routed 
them with great flaughter, no twith (landing all the efforts of 
Cara^cus, who exerted himfelf with great valour and 
perfeverance. His wife, daughters, and brothers, fell into 
the hand's of the enemy. He himfelf fled for refuge to 
Cartefmandua, queen of the Brigantes, who treacheroufly Caraffaaa 
idelivered him up to the Roman general, whofe refentment ^^*'" ^^ 
ihe was afraid to incur; Thus was the gallant Cara6l:acus jj".^ 
-betrayed, after he had commanded the confederate Britons 
for nine.yeats, during which he had performed a feries of 
{\ich exploits, in maintaining the liberty and independency 
of his' country, as rendered "him equally formidable and 
jrevered at Rome. He was forthwith conveyed to that city, 
-wkere Claudius refoived to exhibit him in public, as a . > 

fpeciacle to the people. Accordingly, on the day appoint- 
ed for this ceremony, the emperor appeared on his tribunal, 
and Agrlppina fat near him, enthroned under a canopy, ' 
Avhilc the praetorian cohorts were ranged under arms along 
the plain. The proceflion began with the vaflals and do- 
sneftics of the Briti(h king : then followed his wife, bro- 
thers, and daughters, imploring mercy with the raoft pi- 
teous lamentations : kift of all came CaraAacus, with a 
•aoble mien, that betrayed neither fear nor perplexity. Ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Claudius, he is faid to have (poke to 
this effeft. " Had my moderation been equal to my birth fjis/hgeek 
and fortune, I (hould have appeared this day, not a cap- toCUmdiMim 
|ive» but an ally ; nor wouldft thou have difdained the al- 
liance of a prince like me, defcended from illuftrious pro- 
genitors, and veiled with the fupreme authority over many 
warlike nationjS* My prefent fate redounds as much to thy 
honour as to my difgrace : I was in pofleiTion of vaflals, 
liorfes, arms, and wealth ; what wonder, then, I was un- ' 
willing to lofe them ? Though you are ambitious of uni- 
verfal fway, it does not follow that all men ought to fub- 
mit tamely to your dominion. Had I furrendercd myfelf 
in the beginning of the conteft, neither my misfortune, nor 
thy glory, would have attraftcd the attention of the world ; 
and my fate would have been buried in oblivion : but, if 
thou wilt fpare my life, I fliall be an eternal monument of 
thy clemency." Claudius was, or a(Fe£led to be, moved 
with compaflion, and pardoned the prifoners on the fpot. 
When they were unchained, the firft ufe they made of 
their freedom, was to go and prodratc themfelves before 
the emprefs, who was fuppofed to have interceded with 
Qapdi^s jn tb^ir behalf. The fenate e^^toUed this victory 

pvcy 
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ever Cara6bciu with die mo& fuMitne aMnkn, anl de« 

creed the boaourB of » triumph to OAorins^ wfaofe gowi 

fortune feemed to ioriaikt him io the ie^eL The B&xm 

inliabmiiff HerefonUhire and Somh WaJts^ the took viN 

like of aU the firito&s, beUlg titafperated at the captMty of 

their priace Cara^acosy becaiAe iteMPe dftring^ and tfna 

defpertte in their hoftilkies. They gained icrcrml advaa^ 

t«gei» oirer the Romans, and dividing the fpoils vnA tht 

tieighhouring nations, engaged dlenl to join in k poverfd 

coiuederaeyp for the defence of theircooaman liberty* Ofl> 

rius was fo diagrined to fee the war which be thdufffat ht 

bad terrainated, break out sigain with frtfli fury, a»t he 

was taken ill^ and died of texaf ion. After his deadly the 

Situres^ defeated a legioni edmmaAded by Manliua Vidltis: 

but Didius, being fent as fticcefibr to Oftorias, ebsebi 

their jprogrefs, ai^ feo«re4 the R^man province itbm tbeir 

incuruom. Mean while a civil war broke out ammi^ die 

firigantes. Their queen CartiiimunAua quancUing widi her 

tiuwand Venufius, endeavoured to depofe him in hvttvff rf 

Vellocatus, who was ber general* Hence the mlioatns 

divided into two {a<£ittMiS| and that of Vennfius befatg tbt 

moft powerful) Cartifmumlua hadrtcOur^ to the proteftioft 

of the ]ftomaii8| whicb (he had earned bf betfayiof Cm> 

tatus into their hands. Oidius acitordin^y mandvel t»kcr 

relief, and faved her itt>vk fUio ^ bat in fe doings he <*" 

tailed a troublefome war upon Cbe empire ; th^ pardiMdiA 

4>f whicb wc Ihall mention in the mgii Of Nero '* 

The following year, Fauftus SyJIai and Salvias Otboll^ 

iranus beins confuls^ the fenate pafled a rigoroirs decree for 

expelKng the aftrologers <Nftt of Italy ; whidiy bevevvs 

wa^ never put in execution. Another decree w«^ jffQd 

Ugaind women of rank who ttiarried flavoa^ vrdaftiuaff 

^ ^^^ that (he who thus debafed berfelf without the eotskxA of 

jjl^s. ^^c maAer of the ilave* (boaM berfelf be rodoced to a fe*^ 

of flavery ; but wbere he <onfented^ flie ftottld be held 

ior a Have maaumiteed (T). This vear Claxidias finiMj 

' It 

X Taoit. Aanv lib. «». e»[k 4^ Id. !£il. I9b. iii. ea|>. 45* 

(T) Claudius deel^tedin the 
ftntfty that Palto Was the de- 
vifet of this fchemc; whcfe- 
aipM Btfi^as Sorantrs, cotifjl 
akft» ototed, thad he mijglit be 

ivwarded with the omameats of ,...^_^ , -_ 

yribtor, and a prefent of about eating fhit hisiincieni ^^^ 
a hundred thou^ind pounds of totfiefervi«5«fcliellt<e* ^ 
our Jdottejr, Coruelius Scipio haug^tjr ftare acoeparf^^^* 

* #sw**^ 



nukomar 



added, that pubKc thai** 
Ihould be returned UiHi ^ 
deigning, though dcfccndea 
from the ancient kings of An»- 
dia, to be rcckotied awong ij« 
emperof's mhiifters, ao^^eoi- 
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at an immense charge, t&e aqoeduft wkick Caligula \itA ciaudius't 
begun fourteen years btfpie } And cmifiecrated^t, 10 ufe tha aqtudM^, 
expvcflion of the andept writcvs, on thit firft of Auguft, 
hia biitlwdaf • It was a work of extraordinary magnificence^ 
as appeara frpm ks immenfe ruina, wbich are ftill to (^ 
fesn,. mth an kifieription, in wbkih Claiidius k ftyled en^ 
peror the twentywicYenth time* Four hundred and (ixty 
pcttom were apfouited to keep it in lepair, and lacge fa^kn 
ffiea aligned them out of the public treafnry. 

The nme year the great canal, which had been defigncd 
foB draining the labe Fucinuai and had kept thirty thoufami 
men conftantly employed for eleven years, being, at lengthy 
completed, before the waten were let out Claudius ex- jam^t 
hibited a naval ^fight, in which nmetoen tboufand con* exkibU^ 
demned criminals engaged on board a hundred lafge gal* ^tktUkt 
Kes, reprefenting the Sioiian and Ehodian ieets. The take '•^'••^ 
was fnrrounded with an inclofuve of h4>ge i afts, to obftrii£k 
aU means of flight, or efcape,' Upon the rafts ftood tho 
emperor'a guards; the lake was covered with gaJKes; tb€ 
ibore, the adjacent hills, and &e tops of the mountains, 
were erouded with a prodigtous mnkitude, aflS^mbled from 
the neighbouring towns as well as from Rome. The 
whole reprefented a vaft theatre } and, that great Quncibera 
of fpedators might be tbe better accommodated, a mean* 
tain between the lake and the rifer Liris wae kveUcd« 
The emperor prefided, in a coat of mail, and with bina 
Agrippina, in a mantle of cloth of gold< When the two 
fleets were drawn up, and ready to engage, a Triton of fiU 
ver fpringing, by an ingenious conuivancoi out of tbe ngiidft 
bf the lake, founded the cbargc» and the cooibat bcgam 
wbichf though between malefafiors, was foi^ht wii(b lUl 
the courage and obftinacy of brave Coldiers : fo that, aftor a 
molt obftinate conteft, after many wounds» and mnch 
bloodftiedf Claudius granted fuch of them as remain^sd 
irheir lives, and redeemed them from fiaughter. When the 
<;onflld was over, the earth between the lake and the can^ 
was removed ; but the tanal was found not to be fuuk fuffir 



naments of tbe praetorfliip, and 
alfo the privilege of wesring a 
gold ring, but oeipifed the pre*- 
fent ; and prevailed with Clau* 
dius to acquaint the fenate, 19 
his name, that he was fatisiied 
with the honours, and chofe to 
live flilt in his ancient poverty, 
iimupon a decree pau^d, was 



engraved in brafs» and publkljr 
hung up, in which a manvmit* 
ted ftave, lately redeem^ it^l^ 
tbe icifatny of whips and t^wir^ 
but now worth aqar &v^ mU 
lions, was extolled for obferv- 
ingtbe vcnQ»bl« pa^i|K>|)yof 
tiei>riinitive agev 

cientljr 
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eiently low to deceive the water in the centre of the hie \ 

its bed therefore was funk deeper ; and when this work was 

^ndedy which happened this year^ to draw the multitude 

Memhai Qnce more together, a (how of gladiators was exhibited, 

%r^?L **P^^ bridges laid oyer it. After the fpedacle, the emperor 

f^iffif made a great banquet, juft at the fall from the lake \ bnt 

the water breaking out unexpe£ledly, with incredible vio* 

lence, bore down whatever was near it, ihook the ground 

to a great diftance, and, by its impetuofity and roaring, ter* 

rified and difmayed Claudius, his^uefts,and the fpedators, 

who all fled, and narrowly efcaped being carried away with 

the ftream (Z). 

Towards the end of the year the Bithynians fent depu- 
ties to Rome, to accufe Junius Cilo, their governor, of ex* 
tortion* He had, indeed, opprefled them in a moft cruel 
and barbarous manner : but the emperor, when they were 
admitted to his prefence, not underftanding what they faid, 
defired NarciiTus, when they withdrew, to acquaint bim 
with the purport of their emDafTy. " They are come (an- 
fweredNarcifTqs), to return you thanks for your kindnefs, 
in appointing over them a man of fuch integrity, modent- 
tion, and dilintereftednefs, as Cilo." Claudius, relying en- 
tirely upon the faith of his freedman, commanded, that 
Cilo, fince he had given fuch fatisfaf^ion, (hould be con- 
tinued in his government two years longer, during which 
time he completed the ruin of that unhappy people ^. 

y Dio, p. 687. 

(Z) We learn from Tacitus laid outon this ftupendous work, 

(i), that, when the water was ufelefs expence; and Seneca 

difcharged, the negligence of writes, that the lake Fucinus 

the workmen, and the infuffi- was, in his time, IHII full, though 

ciency of the work, manifeilly the workmen had, in Claudius's 

appeared. Suetonius feema to time, with immenfe labour, fj" 

infinuate, that Claudius accom- nifhed the canal ; which, if 

plilhed this vaft undertaking, and Suetonius is to be credited, they 

drained the lake. Pliny like- hewed through a rocky rooun* 

wife reckons the draining of the tain, of three miles extent (2). 

lake Fucinus among the moil Spartianus fays, .that Adrian 

femarkable works of Claudius ; drained this lake (3). Ho*r 

but it was neglected, fays he, ever, it is Hill to be feen in the 

. through envy, by his fucceflbr Farther Abruzzo, and is known 

Nero. On the other hand, Dio by the name of the lake of Ct- 

Caffius calls the immenfe fums lano, 

•^ (i) 'facit. Annal. lib. xii. cap. jy. (1) Suet. cap. so. W"» 

lib. XXX vi. cap. 15. {%) S^art. m Adr, f . 1 1 , 
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^ The foll6wing confuls were Decimas Janrus Silanus Yr. of FL 
Torquatus and Q^Haterius Antoninus; during whofe ad- ^4ot. 
miniftration, Nero, who had entered the fixteenth year of ^' ? ^^ 
his age, married Ofliavia the daughter of Claudius, to whom * 

he had been contra£led three years before. Soon after his j^grc mar- 
nuptials, he, in order to difplay his eloquence, undertook rUs OBm^ 
the caufe of the Ilians ; and obtained for them, as the an- ^^* 
ceftors of. the Romans, an entire immunity from all taxes 
and tributes whatfoever. He likewife made an oration in 
favour of the Rhodians, apd prevailed on Claudius to re* 
(tore them to their aneient liberty« which had been often 
taken from them, and often re-eftabliihed. A third ora- 
tion he pronounced in favour of the inhabitants of Bononia, 
a Roman colony, which had been almoil ruined by fire j 
and they were, at his interceflion, relieved with a large 
bounty*. The two firft orations he uttered in Greek, and 
the third in Latin. At the fame time, the inhabitants of 
Apamea, Byzantium, and Coos, having recourfe to the 
young prince, obtained^ by his mediation, fignal favours ; , 

the Coans were indulged with a general immunity from 
impofitions, and the inhabitants o£ Apamea and Byzantium 
obtained a difcharge from all tribute for the fpace of five 
years, the latter having fufFered much by the late wars of 
Thrac? and Bofporus •. Thefe generous a£tIons were per- 
formed through the policy of Agrippina, to gain her fon 
the reputation of a compafuonate and humane prince. On 
the contrary, flie engaged Claudius in the moft deteited 
meafures of cruelty. 

As {he was defirous of pofTeiling the fine gardens of Sta- StatiSn 
tilius Taurus, a fenator of great diftinflion, who had been ?^,'"'r/ 
proconfuLof Africa, flic fuborncd Tarquitius Prifcus, for- r^i ^' 
merly his lieutenant, to charge him with having qonfulted 
the magicians concerning the term of the emperor's life. 
Taurus, finding Agrippina bent upon his dedruAion, de- 
ftroved himfelf. The fenate were fo affedied with the lofs 
of fuch a worthy citizen, and fo incenfed agalnil the ac- 
cufer, that, exerting themfelves on this occafion, they ex- 
pelled him the fenate, notwithftanding the prote^ion and 
intrigues of Agrippina **. Claudius had often declatcd,* 
that the fame authority fliould be allowed to the decifions 
of. his procurators, or receivers, as to his own; and now, 
to fliew that this was no vague declaration, he caufed it to 
be confirmed and eftablifhed by a decree of the fenate. 
TheCe receivers of the emperors were their flewards, per- . 

^ « Tacit. AnnaMib, xii. c^p. 4S. Suet io Ner. cap. 7* . f Ta^it. 
Alio. lib. xii. cap. 58. ^ Idem ibid. cap. 59. , .. « 
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fens entrufted wkh' their <foni6(Uc concenns, for the moft 
part franchifed flavts % and neTerthelefS) t0 fuch vik inRru- 
ments the weak prtnce^ enrireif direAed by th«ni| was boi 
afhamed ta delegate^ I^ a foiemn decree of the fen^t, s 
^ y /r power equal to bi» own and te that ^ the laws. At A« 
didUm'^ xanie timer he eenferred ttntTerfal jurifdiAioo umhi fli« 
gramtiJto equeftrian order \ the fiimo jiiriMi£tio» for which » ma&y 
th$ knights, feditiotts had been fermerl^r ratfed, and fo mvchblcwdfted' 
In the foUowing year, M. Afinius Mareelkis. and H. 
Acilius Ayiola bemg^ confuls^ a rrcat change of affair wa« 
portended, if the ancients are to be credked, by maiij pro- 
digies. But Agrippina was much more fthrmed by a by 
in^ of CIaudittS| uttered thonrhtkfdly in his wive : \^ 
k was hi$ fate to bear the iniquities of his wives fof feme 
time, and at laft to puniik them. About the faflpe tiiM| 
liaving condemned a woman for adultery, ho anfwerfd sfifl 
of his frqedmen, whoappktuded the }uftico of bis fenteoetff 
*' It is my lot to be unfortunate in my maprisgea, ami to 
GauMMs Buntfh adulteries;" an expreOion which plainly fheive^^t 
is afprifid fie was not unacquainted with the intrigues and amottr^of 
^fjjf . /• ^'* ^^^^' ^^ Hkcwife betrayed evident tokens of bb le* 
^Agrlb' pcnting his marriage with Agrippina, and the adoprioa rf 
^i«i. Nero; for his fon Britannicus pfefenting himrdfi hceiR* 

braced him with more than ordinary kindnefs, bifiding Ua 
^ow up, for he would give him an account of his wiK>fe 
Conduft; adding, in Greek, << It is. love that promptQ me/ 
He declared, at the fame time, bis intention of giving bin 
the loanly robe foon, " That the people of Rom^ (Ai^ H 
may have at laft a true Ciefar *.'* As the emperor uttered 
no word, wbich was not inynediatcty carried to Agfipp»8fi 
ftc rcfolvcd to anticipate him, but nrft to itittyf^ l>f ^ 
ineans, Domitia Lepida, who gave her no fmatt useat- 
nefe (A). f^ 

< Tacit, caf • 64. Suet. cap. 43. 

^A> She was daugbter \^ A a^ pprfgns* infsa¥>us is tUitt^tih 

toaia the younger, gre»t wfice pers, vioUm in thsir tempef) 

to Auguftu^ coufin-fg^rinan to and i\o Icfs rivals io svxij^ 

Agrippiaa the elder, and filler in the laftrc. of thcar ftwM|«» 

-to Cneiu^ I)oiniiius, the pre- and die advantages of their w- 

fcAt Agrippina's fovqier huf- times. But their chief contefl* 

band : fo that flie efteemed her- tion was, which of tbero, w 

fclf not inferior to Agripp?na in aunt or the mother, fljouM «e- 

nobility, to whom flic was equal quire the fwty ef er ^^^ jv* 

in beauty, age, and wealth, pida endeavoured ^ P"^ S 

They Were, according to Taci- with cai^fles and prefe»»» JJ^ 

tuft, both proiUtuiss in their the imperious Aff^^oi ti^ 
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To get rid of her rival, (he accufed L^pida of having Domitia 
fought, by charms and imprecations, to deftroy the empe- ^^P'j^ «^- 
iror's wife ; and of difturbing the public peace of Italy, by ^^!!^*w 
)Degie£tihg to reftraiii her tumultuous flaves in Calabria. 
For thefe imi)ubtions (he was, by the fervile fenate, fen* 
tenced to die ; and executed, noiv^ithftanding the oppofi- 
tion and intereft of NarciiTus, who grew daily more diftruft- 
ful of Agrip][>ina ; and therefore endeavoured to fave Le- 
pid^ \ Claudius being taken ill| had recour-fe to the foft Clamdm 
air aild wholefome waters of SinuefTa : this occafion was is taken 
greedil]^ feized by Agrippina, long (ince determined upon ^'« 
his deftriidlioh ; and, for that purpofe, well furnidied with 
wicked agents. She thought it would be fafeft to procure 
his death by poi(on : but (he was at a lofs what fort to ufe ; 
if it were powerful, dnd fudden in its operation, her crime 
might theticie be betrayed ; if flow, arid confuming by de- 
grees, there was daiiger that Claudius, when his end ap- 
proached, might fufpe£t her, and annul the adoption of 
Nero. At length (he chofe a fubtle poifon, fuch as would 
diforder his fenfes, and not haftily put an end to his life. 
All experienced artift in fuch preparations was applied to, 
haiiied Locufta, a woman whp had been lately condemned 
for poifoning. By her the potion was prepared ; and Ha- hpoifined 
lotus, atl eunuch, and the emperor's tafter (B), being hythtcon* 
charged to adminifter it, he gave it accordingly, in a di(h ''jf^**f' 
df mu(hrooms, of which Claudius was fond. But whether I/^j^f 
it was from his natural ftupidity, or b^caufe he was drunk, 
he did not feem to feel the virulence of the dofe ; at the 
fame time a diarrhoea feemed to relieve him, and to defeat 
the operation and force of the poifoii. 

^ Tacit* Ann. lib. xii. cap. 65. 

ed him with feverity and threats, Salluflianis. Deceffir* Nonis. 
like one who was defirous, in- Auguftis. Mk Cocceio. Nerva. 
deed, to raife him to the fove- C. Vibio. Rufino. CofT/' Ti- 
f eignty, but (earned determined berius too had his tafter, as ap* 
not to sdlow him to exercife his pears from the foilowinKinfcrip- 
fovereign authority over her. tion J •• Ti. Claudius. Flamro a. 
(B) The office of taller, ut- Claufus. Ti. Aug. Praegufta- 
terly unknown in the times of tor.*' Their example was^ no 
the republic, was probably efhi- doubt, foUotved by all the other 
blifhed by Aueuftus, as we con« emperors. This cuflom obtain- 
je6ture from the following epi* ed among the Perfians, as we 
taph, dill to be feen at Rome : read in Xenophon (1) ^ and of 
*' Cenio. Cseli. Herodian. Prae- them, in all likelihood, the Ro- 

fuftator. Divi. Augufti. Idem, man emperors borrowed it. 
oftea. Villicus. In. Hortis. 

(i) Xcnopb. Cyropscl. lib. i. 
Vol. Xn. G g Agrip- 
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Yr. of Fl. Agrippma, therefore, convinced that her own life lajr al 
a403. ftake, had recourfe to Xenophon, the emperor's phyficiani 

V ci^' ^^^> ^^^"g already engaged in her wicked defigns, un- 
^^ * der pretence of amfting Claudius in his efforts to vomit, 
thruft down his throat a feather dipped in potent poifooi 
which foon put an end to his life *. Thus died the empe- 
ror Caius Tiberius Claudius Nero, on the thirteenth of 
Odlober, in the fixty-fourth year of his age, after having 
reigned thirteen years, eight months, and twenty days, 
reckoning from the day of Caius's death. He was a weak 
prince, of a fickle difpofition; had no difcernment or paf- 
fions of his own, but was entirely governed by bis wives 
and frecdmen. However, Tacitus feems to allow him a 
Ihare of fettfe at intervals. Suetonius reproaches him with 
cruelty 5 and tells us, that thirty-five fenators, and above 
three hundred Romati knights, were by his orders put to 
death : but it is certain that the pfihce himfelf was altoge- 
ther a ftranger to rnoft of thefe executions i for a centurion 
informing him one day, that, purfuant to his orders^ fuch a 
confular had been executed, the emperor, with the greateft 
furprize, anfwered, that he had given no fuch command i 
but one of his freedmcn replying, that the officer had done 
well, in revenging injuries offered to the perfon of the 
emperor, he acquiefced ; and, without farther enquiry, ap- 
proved of the execution ^ Seneca, in the bitter fatire he 
penned againft him, fays, among other things, that he no 
more fcrupled to take away a man's life, than to kill a flf^- 
But his hatred to Claudius, by whom he had beenbanifted 
to the ifland of Corfica, and kept there for the fpace of 
eight years, induced him to charge the prince with thofe 
crimes which other writers, free from paffion and preju- 
dice, attribute to his wives^ and freedmen. He had, accord- 
ing to Tacitus, Dio Caflius, and Suetonius, many good 
qualities; was an utter enemy to all pride and oftentation } 
a ftranger to revenge ; free from the imputation of avarice; 
a great lover of juftice ; and, when he was not, through fear, 
deprived of his fenfes, inclined to mercy and compaffion. 

jigrippina While Claudius lay dead,, the fenate, the confuls, and 
'^V pontiffs, were ofiFering vows for his health ; reftoratiTes 

rlw. "w^re ftill applied, and every thing performed, as if ^^^S 

were not without hopes of his recovery, till matters were 
jdifpofed for fecuring the empire to Nero. With this view 
Agrippina, as foon as the prince expired, affcfting iticoH' 
folable grief,, and pretending to feek fome relief to hcrfor- 

e Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap. 69. Dio, p. 6S8« Senec* Lud-p* ♦7|« 
Suet. lib. vi. p. 44, 45. f jSuct. cap- aj, gScJicc l^ 

in Claud. p« 47S. 
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fdVtr, clafpcd Britannicus fail in her arms ; ftyled him the 
true image of his father, and, by various devices, detained 
him in the chamber, and likew.ife his two fillers, Odlavia 
and Antonia. She polled guards in all the avenues, blocked 
up all the paiTages, and from time to time proclaimed that 
the prince was recovering. When flie had taken all pofE- 
ble precautions tp prevent any difturbance, at noon the 
gates of the palace were unexpeftedly thrown open ; and 
Nero, accompanied by Burrhus, captain of the pnetorian 
guards, repaired to the cohort which was then upon duty. 
There, by the command of Burrhus, he was received with 
joyful acclamations, and inftantly put into a litter. Some 
indeed hefita ted, frequently looking and alking where was 
Britannicus? As he was detained in , the chamber of the 
deceafed emperor, and no one appeared to propofe him, 
they joined' the others, and embraced the offer which was 
made them. Thus Nero was carried to the camp, where, Procuns 
after a fpcech fuitable to the exigency of the occafion, and Nero to bi 
the promife of a largefs equal to that of the late prince, he ^f^'-*^^^ 
was fa luted emperor. The declaration of the foldiers was '^'^^* 
followed and confirmed by the decrees of the fenate, which 
were, without relu6lance, accepted by the people, both at 
Rome and in the provinces. To Claudius was decreed a 
folemn and pompous fufieral, the fame as had been ordain* 
ed for Auguftus, Agrippina emulating the magnificence of 
her great-grandmother Livia Augufta. His laft will, how- 
ever, though aitefte'd by the hands and feals of all the ma- 
giftrates, was not read in public, left his preferring the fon 
of his wife to his own fon, might be refented by the people \ 
Nero had fcarce been proclaimed emperor, when the im- 
perious and revengeful Agrippina haftened to difpatch 
Narciffus, who had fpoken reproachfully of her, and betray- Narciffus 
ed no fmall affeftion for Britannicus. She caufed him to {^^jjl''''* 
be immediately arretted, and dragged to prifon, where he ivertpioMd 
was, through tear of a more ignominious and cruel death, jeahufy of 
conftrained to lay violent hand^ on himfelf, much againft A^rip^a% 
the will of Nero. He is faid to have been at once profufc 
and rapacious; to* have furpaffed in wealth Croefus, the 
kings of Perfia, and Claudius himfelf ; and, at the fame 
time, to have excelled all the prodigals of his age. As he 
bore an abfolute fway under Claudius, his friendfliip wa* 
cojurtcd by foreign kings, cities, and provinces ; all ftriviny 
who ihould make him the moft magnificent prefents. Wq 
have feen, in the courfe of Claudius's reign, by how many 
crimes he deferved the fate that overtook him at laft: but 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xii. cap. 69. Su«t;«t{t. 44. 
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♦ after all, he was faithful to his /nafter, prcferved his life 

with great carcj and was ready, as Tacitus informs us, to 
lay down his own for his fervice. Agrippina would never 
have attempted to poifon Claudius, if Dio CaiBus is to be 
credited, had (he not firfl; removed Narciffus, by perfuading 
him to try the baths of Campania for the recovery of bis 
health. Before he deftroyed himfelf, he configned to tbe 
flames feveral letters and fecret papers againft Agrippin^ 
which, as the prince's fecretary, he had in hiscu(lody,tbat 
her accufers might not be expofed to the fury of a woman, 
whofe impetuous fpirit and violent luft of dominion, if not 
reitrained, would foon drench Rome in blood ^ 

About the fame time another vidiim,far more illoftriousi 
was fa^rificed, and, indeed, unknown to Nero, by the deadly 
^ud Junius fjate of Agrippina. This was Julius Silanus, proconful of 
Stiauus. Afia, a man of great wealth, and equal quality, but of a 
quiet difpofition ) and fo little inclined to raife any commo- 
tions in the ftate, that he had, during the late reigns, fpcnthii 
life in llothful indolence, being treated with fuch contempt^ 
that Caligula ufed to call him the goldeii (heep. However, 
upon the death of Claudius, it was whifpered among the popu* 
lace, that as Nero was fcarceput of his childhood, and had 
by iniquity acquired the empire, fuch a man as Silanus 
ought to be preferred to him ; one of ripe years, of w 
blemifhed charafter, and, what was then highly efteemed, 
defcended from the Cxfars ; for he too was the great-grand* 
fon of Auguflus. Thefe murmurs alarmed Agrippina, who 
fent orders, without her fon's confent or knowlege, to "• 
Celer, a Roman knight, and to Helius, a freednaan, both 
the emperor's receivers in Afia, to murder Silanus. Her 
commands were obeyed, and poifon was given him at a 
banquet by the two afTaflins, fo openly, as evinced they 
were neither afhamed nor afraid to own the murder. 
Burrhus A torrent of blood wouH have followed, had not Afra- 

and Seneca ^lus Burrhus and Ann^us Seneca interpofed. Thefe were 
\^rincTs^ the governors of the young prince, who was cow only *" 
governors. ^^^ feventeenth year of his age. Though partners in pov^^" 
yet they lived free from all jealoufy and emulation, and were 
of equal weight and authority, though different in their ac- 
compli (h men ts. Burrhus was his inftruftor in'thc mvi^^JI 
art, and Seneca in the precepts of eloquence. In thefe ai" 
ferent offices they affifted and fupported each other, the 
' caiier to manage the dangerous age of the prince, nof^e 

having any thing in view but the fervice of their illoftno 
pupil, and the welfare of the public. They bad bothofl^ 

» Dio, p» 6IS. 
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conftant ftruggle to maintain againft the turbulent fpirit of 
Agrippina, who, tranfported with the luft of ruling with- 
out control, and fupported by Fallas> even before the ob- 
fequies of her hufband were performed, would have facri- 
ficed to her rage and jealoufy all thofe who gave her the 
leaft umbrage : but Burrhus and Seneca, unanimoufly ex- TAi^ n* 
«rting their authority, reftrained her blind rage, and kept A*'" '^' 
her within bounds. Nero, indeed, conferred all kinds of •^^*'^' 
honours upon her j and to the tribune who came to attend ^''W 
him the firft day of his government, for the word, he gave 
that of optima matery excellent mother* The fenate too, the 
firft time they alTembled, decreed her two liftors, and fe-. 
veral other marks of diftin£tion : but the emperor's gover- 
nors, bearing a great fway over his youthful mind, prevent- 
ed her from committing fuch exceiTes as fhe had been guilty 
of during the late reign ^. 

Nero's firft care, after his acceflion to the empire* was 
to perform, with all poiSble pomp and magnificence, the 
obfequies of the deceafed emperor. He pronounced his Claudiuses 
funeral oration ; in which he difplayed the antiquity of his f^'J^fl 
lineage, the manv confulihips, the many triumphs, of his *''^A'» 
anceftors. He likeviafe touched upon his perfonal accom- 
plifliments, efpecially his eloquence, and thorough know- 
lege of the Greek tongue ; all which was heard with atten- 
tion and pleafure : but when he began to extol the wifdom, 
forefight,-and providence of Claudius, the whole audience 
broke into laughter, though the fpeech was of Seneca's 
compofing, and difcovered much accuracy and elegance ; 
for he had, fays Tacitus, a fine genius, and a ftyle well 
adapted to the t^fte of that tim? (^C). 

k Tacit. AnnaL lib. xiii. cap. i» a. Suet. lib. vi. cap. 8. Dio* lib* 
Ixi. p. 690. 



(C) On this occafioii it was 
obferved, that Nero was the firft 
Roman emperor who wanted the 
ailiilance of another man's elo- 
quence ; Caefar, the didator, 
was of a rank with the moft 
diilinguifhed orators ; and none 
of his fucceflbrs wanted elo- 
quence, addrefs, and energy, 
in fpeaking : but Nero havmg 
fh>m his early childhood, ap- 
plied himfelf to graving, pant- 



ing, fining, and mana^ng of 
chariots, was obliged to enif 
ploy the pen of Seneca, where-* 
ever he had occafion to fpeak 
in public, or even to write let- 
ters concerning affairs of any 
importance. Seneca bad one 
under him, named Beryllus, 
who is (hrled by Jofepbus (1), 
Nero's preceptor, but was only 
his Greek fecretary. 



(1) Jofcpb. Antlq^. lib. xx. cap. 7. 
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Niro's "When the funeral rites were over, the young prince re* 

/P^^^jf /• paired to the fenate,^ where, after a preamble, in which he 
€ e jtnatt. acknowleged himfelf indebted for the empire to the autho- 
rity of the fenate, and the concurrence of the foldiery, he 
declared in what manner he defigned to govern ^ that' he 
claimed'not the judgement and decifion of affairs ; that the 
whole power and authority ihould not be confined to a few 
perfons, but every magiftrate fliould have his peculiar ja* 
rifdidlion; that nothing ihould be faleable within his walls, 
nor any accefs there to informers ; that, between his fami- 
ly and the republic, a juft diftinftion fhould ever be main* 
tained ; that the fenate ihould preferve their ancient jurif- 
di£lion \ that Italy, and the provinces belonging to the 
people, ihould apply only to the confuls, and by them pro- 
cure accefs to the fathers ; that to himfelf he refervcd what 
was efpecially committed to his care, the diredion of the 
armies. He concluded with aiTuring them, that he de« 
(igned to govern his people according to the model of the 
deified Auguftus. The fenate ordered this fpeech, which 
was likewife compofed by Seneca, to be engraved on a plate 
of filver, and to be annually read in the fenate by thp new 
decreed confuls '. At the fame time, they heaped all kinds of ho. 
him by tbi i^o^^s upon him ; which he accepted, without refufing any, 
ftnati, except that of Father of his Country* in confideration of 
his youth : even this, however, he aflumed before the fe- 
cond year of his reign expired, as appe^irs from fome an- 
cient medals. 

He feemed, at firil, inclined to perform the mighty pro^ 
mifes he had made to the fenate ; for this year he eave nu- 
lnfiancis9f merpus inilances of clemericy, moderation, and affability: 
kts cUmtn- to the people he diftributed four hundred fefterces a mani 
€y Mid ^Q fm-jj Qf ^he fenators as were defcended from illuftrious 
^ure'^ fa'milies, but reduced to poverty, he allowed annual fala- 
ries ; to fome five hundred thoufand fefterces, befides a cer- 
tain quantity of com, which he likewife diftributed monthly 
to his guards. Many impofitions he utterly fuppreffcd, and 
retrenched others to a fourth : he redreffed fevcral difor- 
ders •, reftrained the profufe luxury of feafts and banquets, 
which had obtained during the late reign, Claudius being 
greatly addifted to feafting: with the approbation of the 
fenate he publiihed an edi5, prohibiting the felling of any 
thing boiled in public houfes, except pulfe and greens: he 
fupprefTed a kind of fports, in which certain perfon?, run- 
ning about the city, pretended to have, by cuftom, ac- 
quired a right of robbing, as it were, in jeft, all they met, 

* 
1 Tacit.. Ann. lib. xiii. cap. 3. Suet. cap. lo. Dio, p* H^ 
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and carrying oflF whatever they could feizc. The fenatc 
like wife, depending upon the princess ileclaration, began 
to exercife their ancient jurifdi£iion ; and made various re« 
gulations : among the reft the two following ; that no ora- 
tor, or pleader, uiould receive any fee, payment, or pre^ 
fent, for defending a caufe ; and that thofe who were ap- 
pointed quaeftors, ihould be no longer obliged to exhibit 
public ihews of gladiators* All this was oppofed by Agrip- 
pina, as annulling the a£ls of Claudius : but Nero preferred 
the counfels of Burrhus and Seneca to thofe of his mother; 
and the fathers prevailed (D). 

Towards the end of this year Nero beftowed the Lefler ffero ft^- 
Armenia on Ariftobulus the fon of Herod king of Chalcis ; ft^'^\ '^' 
to Sohemus he gave, with the enfigns of royalty, and title ^'!|J^^^* 
of king, the country of Sophene, lying between Armenia, princtt* 
Mefopotamia, and Comagene ; and added fome towns of 
Galilee to the territories which Claudius had given to Agrip- 
pa, the fon of Agrippa, king of Judaea °. Before the year 
expired, ambafTadors arrived from Armenia, to plead be- 
fore Nero a caufe of their nation j and, while the emperor 
was hearing them, feated on the imperial throne, Agrip- 
pina fuddenly appeared, and was advancing to fit in joint 
f udgement with the prince. The whole affembly was ftruck 'Tht ttn- 
with amazement j but no one daring to reftrain her, Se- ^"^^^/^ 
. neca advifed him to defcend, and meet his mother : thus, jl/^l!,^ 
under the difguifb of filial reverence, that public difgrace 
was prevented ; for the Romans thought it highly ignomi- 
nious, that foreign nations ihould believe them to be go- 
verned by a woman. The audience was deferred to another 
day, when Seneca and Burrhus took e£Fe£l:ual care to pre- 
vent her difturbing it. As her fon was a youth, and, wholly 
indebted to her intrigues for the fovereignty, (he claimed 
^n equal fhare with him ; and therefore pretended to an- 
fwer foreign anibafTadors conjointly; to write letters to 
princes and kings ; to difpatch orders to the governors of 
provinces, and commanders of armies ; to prefide among 

*■ Tacit. Annah lib* xiii. cap. 5. Jofeph. Ant. lib. xx. cap. 5. 



(D) However, from refpe6^ 
to her, he caufed her late huf- 
band Claudius to be ranked a* 
moDg the gods, with all the 
iblemntty and pomps of priefls, 
altars, and facrifices : which 
gave occafion to the plcafantry 



of Giallio, the brother of Sene<* 
ca, who, hearing of the deifica- 
tion of Claudius, could not help 
exclaiming, that he had been 
drawn up to heaven with a hook, 
as the criminals were dragged 
to the Tiber (i). 



(i) Dig, p. 688. 

Gg4 



the 



45$ fJ^^ Roman Htftoiy. 

the Roman eagles; and, infliort, to be called and ackiiowt 
leged a partner in the empire which her anceftors had ac-^ 
quired, and ibe had conferred on her fon. She always aoi 
companied him in the fame litter, was attended by th^ 
fame guards, and, at firft, prevailed upon the young prince 
to aflemble the fenat^ in the palace, that, pofted by a door 
behind a curtain^ (he might overhear the debates, without 
being feen. Setieca and Burrhus, apprifed what dreadful 
diforders {he would raife, if (he once obtained the afcen- 
dant over the prince, left iio method untried to leflen her 
power ; and their attempts w^r^ npt without fuccefe. The 
fame year Nero applied to the fenate for a ftatue to his far 
ther, and for the confular ornaments to Afconiu^ Labeot 
who had been \i\^ tutor. The fenate not only cQmpliedl 
'with his requeft, but, at tjie fame tiine, decreed ftatues tQ 
himfelf of folid filver and gold \ which he abfolutely re- 
fufed. The fenate likewife decreed, that the year ihould, 
for the future, begin on Deccip-ber, the month in which 
^frdV «o- Nero was bom : but, notwithftanding the ordinance of the 
^fiy* fenate, he preferved the ancient cuftom of beginning the 

year with the firft of January, Neither wovild he admit ^ 
criminal profecution againft Carinas Celer, a fenator^^ upon 
the accufation of a flaye ; por againft Julius Denfus, a Ro- 
man knight, who was charged with his devotion to Britanr 
nicus, as a great crime \ 
Yr. of Fl. In the following year, Nero, who was, by a decree of the 
A *D ^' 6 ^*^"^^^> ^^ exercife the confulfhip in the twentieth year of 
U.C.804.' l^^s age, though he was now but in his eighteenth, took 
' pofleffion of that dignity, agreeable to the cuftom of pther 

Nero's firfi emperors, who never failed to aflume t|ie fafces the year 
€onfulfitp. after their acceflion to the empire. He chofe for his col- 
league L. Antiftius Vetus, but would not fufFer him to 
fwear, as ufual, that he would obferve the }nftitutions of 
the emperor j an inftance of modefty highly extolled by the 
fathers, with a deCgri to animate his youthful rnind to the 
purfuit of glory refulting from things of greater moment* 
At the fame time, he extended his mercy towards Plautius 
Lateranus, who having been formerly degraded from the 
order of fenator, for adultery with Meflalina, was nowrc- 
ilored to his ancient rank. After two months he refign^« 
the fafces ; but to whom, we are no where told. 
J?r« '• This year Nero firft began to difregard the authority ot 

lutholit of ^^^ n^otber ; a mark of contempt which was no way d"" 
itis mother, pleafing to Seneca and Burrhus, who dreaded her violent 
fpirit, and expelled to fee the calamities of the late rci^n 

' » Tacit. Annal. lib. xiii. cap. 11. 

rcncwcdj 
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renewed, if ever fhe (hould bear the chief fway in the ad- 
ipiniftratipn. The young prince conceived a violent paf-» 
Son for a franchifed il^ve, named A£ie ; and, at the fame 
time, confylted, as confidents in his amour, Otho and 
Claudius Senecio ; the firft of a confular family, the fame 
V^hp afterwards arrived at the empire ; and the other, the » 
fpn of one of the emperor's freedmen. They were both 
youths of graceful perfpns« but entirely abandoned to«aU 
manner of lewdnefs and debauchery \ and, on that account, 
admitted by Nero to an entire intimacy, Seneca and Bur- 
rhus were foon informed of their pupil's intrigue ; but 
upon mature deliberation, (bought it advifeable not to 
thwart: him in his ^mour, finge, with a woman of lowcon- 
, (dition, to th? ipjury of no man, the prince fatisfied his 
youthful inclinations ; whereas, if he Y^ere reftrained from 
that gallantry, there was room to dread that he would 
putrageoufly infult women of the greatefl: diftin£tion \ for 
he had already conceived an utter averfion tp his wife Oda«- 
via, however illuftrious in her birth, however celebrated 
for hef virtu^t 

Agrippina could not endure the irregular condu6^ of her 
fon, not from any motive of virtue, as will foon appear, 
but becaufe ihe dreaded the extravagant power of a concu- 
bine. She left no arts unpra£lifed to check his growing Niroeheeh' 
paffion 5 (he filled the city with the angry inveftives of an ^^^y ^^ 
incenfed woman, and complained that a manumitted flave **'^l 
was become her rival, ^n h^andmaid her daughter-in*law. 
But the keener her reproaches were, the more they fired 
her fon's paffion ; fo that, being at length overcome by its 
force, b^ (hook off all refpe£l to his mother; and threw 
himfe|f, without referve, into the arms of Seneca, with 
whom he |cnew Annaeus Serenus (E) lived in clofe confi- 
'dence, ot^e who had hitherto covered the prince's paffion 
for A£^e, by pretending to be in love with her himfelf ; and 
had openly prefcnted to her, in his own name, whatever 
Nero in fecret beftowed upqn her. Agrippina was no whwimdes^ 
fooner apprifed of thefe particulars, than fhc changed her '"'^"''^ *'J^ 
arts and addrefs, attempting to regain the confidence of 'J^^^^^^^ 



« 

(£) He was commander of gree grieved for the lofs of fo 

the city-guards, and generally dear and worthy a friend, as he 
efieemed, notwithftanding his himfelf owns in one ?>f his let- 
thus concealing Nero's paiiion ters (2), that he deferved to be 
for A6le. To him Seneca in- ranked among thofe who had 
fcribed his books De Tranquil- futfered themfelves to be over* 
(ttate; and was to fuch a de- come, by an untimely gri^f* 

(»} Senec. Epift. 6|, 

her 
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her fon by gentle and alluring fpeeches : flic even offcrca 
bim her own chamber, that thefe, and, if he pleafed, with- 
in her OW0 armSf he might more privately indulge his paf- 
fion : ihe even acknowleged her unfeafonable feverity, and 
made him a tender of all her wealth, which was not much 
fiiort of the imperial treafures. Thus, from being too 
ftri£k in checking her fbo, ihe became, all at once, beyond 
nies^ure, fubmiffive and fawning. This fudden altera* 
tion did not deceive Nero ; and his intimate friends, dread" 
ing it, entreated him to be upon his guard againft the fnares 
of an^implacable and deceitful woman ^ 

It happened about this time, that, as Nero was furveying 
the rich ornaments in which the emperor^s wives and mo- 
thers ufed to appear on fblemn days, he felefled the moft 
pompous and ftately, and fent them as prefents to his mo* 
ther. This ftep the young prince took, to convince her, 
that though he woukt nor be governed by her, yet he bore 
her no rancour, or ill-will ; but ^grippina, tranfpprtcd 
with rage, uttered bitter complaints againft her fon, who, 
file faid, by fending her fuch trifles, did not fo much intend 
to make her a prefent, as to exclude her from all the reft, 
and to divide with her what he had wholly received from 
her. Thefe words were immediately carried to Nero, with 
aggravations ; who thereupon, provoked with Palla5, by 
whom chiefly Agrippina was fupported in her ambitious dc- 
figns, difmifled him from the management of the finances, 
which he had received from Claudius, and in which he had 
afted more like the fovereign di'reftor of the empire than a 
minifter (F), 

The difgrace of Pallas provoked Agrippina to fuch a 
degree, that, not able to reftrain her rage, (he abandoned 
herfelf to it without reftraint, uttering dreadful threats and 
curfes, even in the emperor's hearing. ** Britannicus, (ftw 
flie, is now grown up, the true and worthy fon of ClaU" 
dius : he is now fit to affume the empire of his father; an 
«mpire which one^ who is a fon only by adoption, holds>" 

* Tacit. Anna), lib. ziii* cap. i}« 



(F) We are told, that, as he 
left the palace, attended by 
many followers^ Nero faid, not 
unpleafantly, *' Pallas is going 
to abdicate the fovereignty.*' 
The emperor, however, aflured 
him, upon his word, that he 
iliould not be queflioned for his 
pail behaviour ; 'and that, as to 



his accounts, the public fto"^" 
have no more demands upofl 
him than he upon the pubhc 
Thus Pallas forfeited his po*cr, 
hut preferved iromcnfe wcaitB, 
amounting to fcvcn millions ? 
our money, to the hour ot w* 
death, which happened Jfl ^^^ 
eighth year of Nero's rcip*^ 
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to the prejudice of the lawful heir; and exerts bis ill- 
acquired power chiefly to abufe and infult his mother." 
She threatened to publifli to the world all her infamous 
pradiiceSy all the fteps fhe had taken to fecure the empire to 
the ungrateful mdniler her fon, the furreptitious adoption^ 
her own guilt in poifoning her hufband, and the crying ca« 
lamities fhe had brought upon her own family, the unhappy 
houfe of Germanicus. She iadded, that only one comfort, 
by the providence of the gods, remained to her, that her 
ftep-fon was ftill alive ; with him (he would repair to the 
camp, and there leave it to the decifion of the foldiery, whe- 
ther the prating pedagogue Seneca, and the maimed Bur- 
rhus, or the fon of the deified Claudius, and the daughter Hirimp^ 
of the renowned Germanicus, (hould have the fovereign ''»^ ^^g^* 
rule of mankind. At the fame time, (he fliook her fift at <^^^^ . 
the emperor, clenched her hands, uttered all manner of ^^^^, 
reproaches, curfes, imprecations ; devoted the monfter, fo 
(he called her fon, and his governors, to the infernal furies ; 
invoked the manes of her hufband Claudius, of the Silani, 
and many others, whom Q\c had murdered, to no purpofe. 
This conduft alarmed Nero. As Britannicus next day end- 
ed the fourteenth year of his age, when he was to take the 
manly robe, the emperor began (erioufly to reflect: with 
himfelf on the violent temper of his mother, as well as up- 
on the promifing genius of the youth, of which he had 
given, in the late feads of Saturn, a remarkable proof, and 
gained by it the favour and efteem of all ranks (G). 

From 

(G) Befides many other in, of the comptny, and there fing 
jiocent divcrfions praftifcd on a fong. He hoped the boy, un- 
that oci^^fion by the Roman accuflomed as he was to corn- 
youth of the like age and con- pany, and quite ignorant how 
dition, it was an ancient cudom to behave himielf in public, 
among them to choofe a king, would become an objedt of 
whofe commands, whatever they laughter; but Britannicus; to 
were, the whole company was the great furprjze of all, with a 
bound to obey. The king was becoming modefty, and an un- 
chofen by lot ; and, in the pa- difturbed addrefs, though the 
lace, where the emperor, who eyes of the whole court were 
was himfelf a youth, Britanni- upon him, raifed his voice, and 
cus, and other noble youths, di- fung a few verles, importing, 
verted themfelves with this paf- that he was bereft of his natural 
time, the lot fell upon Nero, inheritance, and unjuftly de- 
who thereupon gave to all the privedoftheauthority to which 
reft different commands, yet he was born. The modeft and 
fuch as expofed them to no ri- comely afped of the youth, the 
dicule ; but that to Britannicus deep concern he betrayed in 
was, to fland up in the middle every note, and the refle6tions 

which 
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Ntro n* From that time Nero conceived an irrecokcileable hatred 

inlvanfm to the innocent youth ; and» being alarmed at the threats 
^^'/^^fi^T of his mother, he refolved to rid himfelf of one^ whom he 
tnnnfUn" j^^ longer beheld as a brother but as a competitor: how- 
ever, not daring openly to command the eacecution of a 
perfon of his rank, whom he could reproach with no crime, 
he ordered poifon to be privately prepared, employing, as 
his agent, Julius Pollio, tribune of a praetorian conort, in 
whofe cuftody was kept, under condemnation, the famous 
Locufta, who had adminiftered poifon to Claudius. As for 
thofe who were about the perfon of Britannicus, Agrippina 
had Jong fince taken care, that they (hould be fuch as hpd 
no fenfe of honour or honefty. The dofe was therefore 
haftily prepared by Locufta, and adminiftered to the young 
prince by the hands of his governors ; but, whether it was 
not powerful enough in itfelf, or had been weakened on 
purpofe that its too fudden operation might not create 
fufpicion' it produced little or no eSe£t. Nero wa$ fo in-t 
cenfed at this mifcarriage, that he threatened the tribune 
with immediate death ; and would have ordered Locufta tQ 
be executed, purfuant to her former fentence, for prefer-^ 
ring her own fafety to the fecurity of the prince, had (he 
not undertaken to prepare a dofe, which (hould difpatch 
him as fuddenly as a dagger. Accordingly, the deadly 
potion, compounded of feveral violent poifons, was prepar- 
ed, in a chamber next to the emperor's, and in his pre- 
fence. It was adminiftered to Britannicus, while he fat at 
a fcparate table in the emperor's apartment, according ^^ 
the cuftom obferved by the childten of the reigning family, 
• - who were never admitted to the emperor's table, but took 
their meals apart with other young noblemen, not in a 
lying, but (itting pofture. Whatever the princes of the 
imperial family eat or drank, was (irft tafted by an officer 
called praeguftator. To the end therefore, that neither this 
cuftom might be omitted, nor the iniquity be difcovered 
by the death of both, the matter was thus concerted. To 
Britannicus drink was prefentcd without poifon, and tried 
by the tafter, but fcalding hot, and> for that reafon, re- 
turned : it was then tempered with cold water, into which 
cllZijon- poifon had been poured beforehand, of fuch force, that 
-^ 3rltannicus had fcare fwallowed it, when he fell io the 



which all who were prefent verfes he fung, immediately 
made, dr^w lighs and tears withdrew, as did all the re^» )** 
from the whole company. Ne- (ilence, to indulge their grief in 
ro, flruck with the addrefs of private, and let their tcan flo* 
the youth, but more with the unreilrained^ 

groundi 
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ground, bereft at once of fpeech and* life. Feaf and 
trembling feized his companions; fome inftantly made ofF| 
but others, who comprehended the myftery> remained with 
their eyes fixed ftedfaftly upon Nero, who, without betray- 
ing the leaft emotion, declared, it was only an ufual fit of 
the falling-ficknefs, towhich Britannicus had been fubje£t 
from his early childhood ; and that, by degreeS) his fight 
and underllanding would return. Agnppina, and the young 
prince's fitter Odtavia, were both prefent, but drove to 
conceal their grief and furprize. Ofiavia had learned from 
hct infancy to difiemble every fymptom of grief and tender- 
nefs, and every other afFe£lion of her foul ; but Agrippinai 
fenfible that her I aft refuge was fnatched from her, could not , 

help betraying manifeft tokens of dread and confternation. 
Ho4l^ver, (he endeavoured to hide her concern ; fo that, 
after a (hort filence, the gaiety of the entertainment was 
refumed ?. 

Upon the fame day were fcen the untimely fate of His/une* 
iBritannicus, and his funeral pile, to which his body was ''^* 
conveyed in the evening, all things belonging to his funeral 
having been previoufly prepared. His remains were depo- 
fited in the field of Mars, without any pomp, folemnity, or 
even a funeral oration, though he was the lad: branch of 
the Claudian family, which had fubfifted in great fplendor^ 
and upon its own ftock, without adoptions, ever fince the - 
time of Romulus. During the funeral ceremony, a vio« 
lent and tempeftuous ihower of rain fell, which the popu- 
lace confidered as a declaration of the wrath of the gods for 
fuch an enormous iniquity ; while others, refledling on the 
eternal difienfions of rival brothers^ and the unfociable 
genius of fovereignty, called it a venial crime % 

Nero, by an edift, juftified the hafty difpatch of the ob- Nero*j hj* 
fequies; complained, that in Britannicus he had loft the t^^^^Ih 
fupport of a brother ; and exhorted the fathers to cherifh, 
with the greater tendernefs, a prince, who alone furvived, 
of a family bom to fuftain the fovereign power. He then 
diftributed the pofleffions of Britannicus, his palaces in 
Rome, his manors and villas throughout ltaly> like fpoils 
taken in war, among the chief perfons of his court, to pur- 
chafe, by fuch donations,, their approbation, or, at leaft, 
their filence (H). In this diftribution Nero did not forget 

bis 
p Tacit. Ann. lib* xiii. cap. i6, 17. q Idem, cap. 17. 

(H) Tacitus tells us, that not withilanding the fe verity and 
fome were feverely cenfured for uprightnefs they profelTed. He 
fiiaring in thefe diflributions, means, no doubt, Burrhus and 

Seneca; 
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his mother ; but could by no liberalities calm her teiti'* 
peftuous fpirit. She carefled OAavia, the deceafed prince's 
fifter, and the emperor^s wife ; held freqaently fecret cabals 
with her confidents, and was amaffing treaftire^ its if ihe 
Agrlppina ^*^ fome great defign to execute. She paid great atten* 
€9urts the tion to the tribunes and centurions, and received, in the 
fa*vour of moft obliging manner, fuch of the nobility as came to wait 
^^^fi^^'f^ upon her. Thefe meafures being reported to Nero, he 
2/y. ** ** withdrew the praetorian guards which attended her, as con- 
fort to the late emperor and mother to the prefent, and 
alfo the band of Germans, which, as a farther honour, had 
hiiri^vin ^een added to the former : at the fame time he commanded 
from the her to quit the palace, and retire to the houfe which had 
palace j belonged to her grandmother Antonia. He repaired thither 
fometimes to vifit her, but always furrounded with a Cftud 
of officers ^ and, withdrew, after a ibort compliment. 
emd abaft' Agrippina was immediately deferted in her new habitation ; 
doiud by the throng of courtiers who daily frequented her levee, 
^ while flie lived in the palace, inftantly vantfhed ; no one 

appeared to confole her in her difgraco ; no one to vifil 
her, except a fmall number of ladies, and thefe not from 
any friendfiiip or affe&ion, but to watch all the words and 
a£lions of the difgraced princefs, and carry them, with the 
ufiial s^ravations of tale-bearers, to the emperor. 

Among thefe was Julia Silana, whom Caius Silius had 
divorced, to marry Mefialinfltf She was no lefs infamoos 
for her lewdnefs tnan renowned on account of h^r high 
birth and extraordinary beanty ; had been long dear to 
Agrippina *, and, for a confiderable while, lived with her 
in great intimacy ; but being afterwards difgufled with her, 
for diverting Sextius Africanus, a noble youth, from mar- 
rying her, flie refolved to make Agrippina pay dear for that 
She is ac' injury. With this view fhc inftruSed two of her own crea* 
eufeduft' tures, Iturius and Calvifius, to accufe her of a defign to 
JHfibf' marry Rubellius Plautus, great grandfon of Auguftus, with 

a view to raifc difturbances in the ftate. This funnifc was 
by Iturius and Calvifius imparted to Atimetus, the frecdman 
of Doraitia, Nero's aunt, and by him to Paris, the ceic* 
brated player, who was alfo Domitia's freedman. ft"' 
haften£d to the emperor, iaid before him a minute det^ 

Seneca ; but endeavours to ex- own confcience, hoped that bw 

cufe tliem, by acWing, that crimes would be overlooked> « 

they were perhaps forced to ac- by largefles he could involve, 

cept the prefents by the autho- as it were, in the fame gu"^ 

rity of the eraperor, who being perfons of fuch credit and re- 

fiuog with the guilt of bis putatlon. 

of 
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of the pretended confpiracy, and fo alarmed him, that^ 
without any farther inquiries, he refolved not only to put 
his mother and Plautus to death, but to remove Burrhus, 
the captain of his guards, as one who owed his promotion 
to Agrippina. Nero could not be diverted from the im- 
pious purpofe of killing his mother, till Burrhus undertook Burrhus 
to fee her executed, in cafe flie were convi£ted of the crimes iuterctdu 
laid to her charge ; but every one, he faid, ought to be *^^ 
heard before condemnation, more efpecially a mother. 
Early next morning Burrhus and Seneca, attended by fome 
of the emperor's freedmen, to liften to their difcourfe, went 
to wait on Agrippina^ to notify the charge brought againit 
her, and give in the names of her accufers* She received 
them with great haughtinefs ; and, when her crilhes were 
explained to Jier, defended herfelf with ^er wonted fierce- 
Aefs, but atthe£}me^ime, with fuch energy, that Seneca Shiisfaund 
and Burrhus, convinced of her innocence, not only declar- innocent^ 
cd her free from all guilt, but, at her requeft, prevailed ^^^^^^wrui 
with the emperor to grant her an interview. Upon this oc* "p^r 
cafion, (he took not the leaft notice of the crimes laid to * ' 
her charge, as if her innocence were fufficiently knowni 
nor of the obligatiqps he owed her, led fke fhould fqem to 
reproach him with ingratitude } but confidently demanded, 
that vengeance ihould be taken of her accufers, and fuitablc 
rewards conferred on her friends ; in both which demands 
(he was gratified. 

Among her friends, Fenius Rufus was honoured with the 
charge of fupplying the city with corn ; to Aruntius Stella 
was given the diredlion ot certain public ihows ; to Caius 
Balbillus was afligned the government of Egypt; and that 
of Syria to Publius Anteius, who was neverthelefs, under 
various pretences, detained at Rome. Of her accufers, Si« 
lanai Calvifius, and Iturius, were fent into exiU s againft 
Atimetus fentence of death was pronounced, and executed \ 
but Paris, the emperor^s infeparable companion in his de« 
bauches, was difmifled without any punifliment '. This 
year Pallas and Burrhus were charged with a defign of 
raifing to the empire Cornelius Sylla, who had married An- 
tonia, the late emperor's daughter : but the charge appear- . 
ing evidently forged, they were both declared innocent. 
The arrogance of Pallas, however innocent, gave, on this Thearrf* 
occafion, no fmall offence ; for the accufer naming fome of g^^^ tf 
his freedmen, whom he pretended to have been his accom- ^^^* 
plices, the franchifed flave had the impudence to anfwer, 
that he never condefcended to fpeak to any of his domeftics^ 

' Tacit, lib. xlii; cap. lo— is* 

but 
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l)ttt .conlt:ant!y tignified his plcafure to them by a tiod, i 
motion of his hand» or, if his commands confided of many 
particulars! in wridng^ that they illight thus learn refpea 
for their mailer. BurrfauSt though accufed, fat ahd roted 
with the other judges, by whoih the accufer Pettis Wi$ coni 
demned to banifhment. Towards the ddfe of the year the 
emperor caufed the cohort to be removed, which ufed to at- 
tend as a guard at the pfublig fports^^ to exhibit a plaufible 
appearance of ptipular,. liberty, and alfo to prevent the fol- 
diery from tainting tlieij: difcipline with the licentipufncfsof 
'the theatre • (I). . 

During the following year, Quiritus VolufitiS Satumlnw 

and P. Cornelius Scipio being confuls, Nefo began to in* 

dulge with more liberty his youthful inclinations, his de* 

bauched companions, eipecially Otho and Senecio, incef^ 

fantly repeating in his ears, that he was no longer a child, 

to be awed by a Burrhus, or a Seneca ; that they ought to 

tremble before him, as their fovefeign, and not he before 

Neroaban* them, as his tutors and mafters. As youth are more fufcep- 

nft' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ fpodi counfels, the young prince, notwith* 

mtUing tmd ftanding the wholfome advice of his governors, abandoned 

dibmuhifj. himfelf to unfeafonable reveliings, and filled Rome within** 

numerable diforders ; for, unmindful of his rank, and dit 

guifed in the habit of a ilave, he in the night fcoured the 

ftreets, the public inns, and the ftews, followed by his de* 

' bauched companions, who feized, as lawful prey, whatever 

they found expofed to fale, and ailaulted all they met. In 

thefe frolicks, he often ran great dangers, and once was fo 

wounded in the face, that he ever afterwards bore the fear, 

no one imagining it was the emperor who thus roamed and 

rioted about the city ; but when that adventure came io be 

known, his name was falfly aflumed as a cloak by otherS} 

who, in feparate gangs, pf^dlifed the fame cxceffcs; jo 

that dangerous tumults happened almofl: every night in 

Rome (K). jj^ 

• Xacit. Ann. lib. xiii. cap. li— 14* 



(I) Such was Nero, during 
the firil year of his reign, when 
he gloried in not having ihed 
one drop of blood, ^3 we learn 
from the books of clemency, 
which Seneca infcribed to him 
fome time after he had entered 
the nineteenth year of his age, 
that is, about the fifty-fifth of 
the Chridlan sera. 



(K) The prince having one 
night offered fome affront to a 
woman of diilindion, asflicwai 
returning home in the dark, her 
hulband, Julius Montanus, a 
fenator, who attended her, not 
only repulfed the aggrcftr»hut 
handled him fo roughly, that 
he was, for feveral days, oblipo 
to keep his room; Suetonius 

6ysi 



tie likewife took great delight in inflaming tlie: ditkttrit 
fa£lion3 in the theatre, that favoured particular players » 
and when they were engaged, as it were, in combat, it wad 
a great diverfien to him to throw ftones and pieces oi^ 
broken benches among them, with which he once danger- 
oufly wounded a praetor in the head. Thefe tumults rent 
the whole city into parties and fadlions, fome favouring on^ 
player, and fome another \ infomuch that greater and mor^ 
daneerous commotions beingf apprehended, no other re- 
medy was found, but that of driving the playet^ out of ^^if^s 
Italy, and recalling the foldiers to guard the theatre at the ^"^^'•«^ 
celebration of the public (hews ^ ^^* 

The next confuls were Nero, the fecond time> and L. Cal- ?^^^l 
pumius Pifo, who, after fix months, refi^ned the fafces to '^"^^j'Lt 
Ducennius Geminus and Pompeius Paulinus. This year nerofitu* 
the emperor remitted the duty upon the fale of flaves ; dif- good-na^ 
tributed to the populace a largefs of four hundred fmall turct &c* 
feilerces a man \ and ifTued an edi£^, forbidding all gover- 
nors of provinces to exhibit any public (hews, knowing that 
fuch afls of munificence were only defigned to fufpend the 
clamours of the people, who, in the end, bore the whole 
charge ; fo that the liberality of their governors, and their 
avarice, concurred equally to undo them. He likewife rea- 
dily c<)nfented to a decree of the fenate, etia£ling, that, li 
any one was killed by his flaves > thofe who had been manu-* 
mitted, if they flill continued under the fame roof, fliould 
be executed with his other flaves. Lucius Varius, who had 
been conful, but formerly degraded for extortion, tc re* 
ftored to his rank ; and referred Pomponia Graecina, a lady 
of great diftinftion, accufed of having embraced a foreign 
fuperftition, probably the Chriilian religion, purfuant to the 
ancient cuftom, to the inquifition of her hufband. She was 

t Tacit. Anniil. lib. xiii. cap. 25. Suet. cap. a6. Dio, in Excerpt* 
Valh p. 685. 

fays, he was almod killed. How- naces, to kill himielf. Thence* 

ever, he difiembled this treat- forth the emperor became more 

ment io long as it remained un- cautious, and was conftantly 

known to whom it had been of- attended, in his no6lurnal ram«> 

fered ; but Montanus having at ble, by a party of his guards^ " 

lalt difcovered it was the em- and a numerous train of gla- 

peror, and thereupon implored, diators following him at fome 

by a letter, his forgivenefs, N^- diftance, who, however, were 

10, thinking he reproached him, ordered not to interpofe, till the- 

by owning he knew him, o- prince's party was quite pver« 

blsged him, by threats and me- come (i)* 

(0 Tacit. AnnaL lib. xiii. cap. 15, 
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ried to Aulus Flautius, the fame who, by his conqtiefts vA 
Britain in the reign of Claudius, had ddferved an Ova- 
tion. Plautius affembled his relations, took, together with 
them, cognisance of the behaviour and reputation of bis 
wife, and declared her innocent. 

The following year Nero entered upon his third conful- 
Ihip, but held it only four months. His colleague was Va- 
lerius Meflala, to whom, as he was of an illuftrious family, 
but, by misfortunes, reduced to poverty, the emperor ge- 
neroufly prefented a yearly penfion of five hundred great 
fefterces. At the fame time he affigned annual appoint- 
ments to other fenators, who did not deferve them, as they 
had wafted their paternal wealth in voluptuoufnefs and riot- 
ous living* Publius Suilius, an abandoned accufer, who 
had made a great figure during the reign of Claudius, and, 
with his venal eloquence, procured the ruin of many illuf- 
trious citizens, was arraigned of various crimes : he "was 
charged with the death of Poppaea Sabina, of Julia the 
daughter of Dfufus, df Valerius Afiaticus, of Lucius Sa« 
turniiius, of Cornelius Lupus, and of whole bands of Ro- 
man knights, condemned at his inftigatiori : in ftioft, all 
the cruelties committed in the late reign were imputed to 
Suilius. In his defence he urged, that he had engaged in 
none of thefc accufations voluntarily, but aSed purely in 
obedience to the prince. Nero checked this plea, by de- 
claring, that from the memoirs of Claudiud, it evidently 
appeared, that no accufation had been undertaken by his 
order. The accufed then pleaded the commands of Mefla- 
lina : but this too was reckoned a weak defence ; for why, 
it was faid, had no other advocate than Suilius been fingled 
out to accomplifh the bloody purpofes of that proftitate ? 

Seneca feems to have been the chief and moft fanguine 
promoter of this profecution ; for agaJnft him chiefly Sui- 
lius inveighed, reproaching him with having contaminated 
the beds of princefles, meaning Julia, Germanicus's daugh- 
ter ; with hunting after inheritances, and catching the rich 
and childlefs, as it were, in his net ; with . his exhaufttng 
allltaly, and the provinces, by his exceflive ufuryj.^'^h 
a.maffing, by what precepts of wifdom, by what principles 
of philofophy, he faid he knew not, a treafure of more than 
(even millions, in the fhort fpace of four years. Thefc re- 
proaches, fays Tacitus, did not a little taint the reputation 
and charader of his antagonift Seneca. Suilius, however, 
was condemned, and bantflied to the Balearic iflands on 
the coaft of Spain. In hatred to him, his fon Nenilin^ 
was alfo arraigned } but Nero interpofed^ alleging, that p^y* 
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lie vengeance was fufficiently fatiated by the puniihment of 
the father ". 

It was at this period that Nero conceived a pafllon for the • 
celebrated Poppasa Sabina ; a pafTion which proved the 
fource of heavy calamities to .the Roman itate. She was 
the daughter of another Foppaea Sabina, put to death by 
MeiTallna's orders, as we have already related, and of Titu« 
Oliius, a fenator. As Poppxus Sabinus, her mother's fa- 
ther, had borne the confular dignity, and been honoured, 
with triumphal ornaments, (he borrowed his name, and 
called herfelf Popp^a Sabina ; for, to her own father, the 
friendfhip of Sejanus had proved fatal before he had attained 
to that dignity. She poflefled every ornament becoming Poppa^a 
her fex» except that of virtue : in beauty {he excelled all Sakina*s 
the women of her time ; her wit, engaging addrefs, and charaSit. 
fprightly converfation, charmed all who converfed with her : 
but her lewdnefs knew no bounds ; nor was (he controlled 
in the purfuit of it by any refpe£l to reputation. Between 
hufband ^nd adulterer (he made no diftinftion, fays Ta* 
citus, but was ever ready to gratify her own inclinations, 
without regarding any ties, however binding. Hence, 
though (he was married to Riifus Crifpinus, a Roman knight, 
and by him had a fon, (he was not a(hamed to leave him, 
and live publicly with Otho, a gay youth, the emperor's 
reiening favourite. This commerce of adultery was foon 
followed by their marriage, Crifpinus readily confentingto 
a divorce. Otho, now her hu(band, was continually ex- ■ 
tolling to Nero the beauty and charms of his wife, prompt* 
ed either by the indifcreet warmth of a lover, or by a de- 
(ire of kindling in the young prince's breaft the like paflion, 
and procuring, from their common enjoyment of the fame 
woman, an additional fupport to his prefent authority. 

Nero's pafiion was eafily inflamed : he defired to fee Pop- 
paea ; an interview was appointed ; and the emperor, in his 
nrft converfation with her, was fo captivated with her foft 
arts, with her addrefs and care(res, that he carried her to 
the palace, where (he was detained. But the artful Pop- Skicaf^ 
psea, when (he had wrought up the prince's afFe£lion to v^r/i 
the higheft pitch, changed her former behaviour into haugh- ^^^^* 
tinefs, importuning the emperor to let her return to her 
hufband, whom, of all men, (he thought the moft deferv- 
ing, the mofl worthy of her afFeftion. Otho was immedi* 
ately forbidden the palace, debarred all intercourfe, and 
even accefs to the emperor 9 and foon after, to prevent any 
communication with Poppsea, preferred to the government , 

« Tacit. Aiuial. lib. xiit. cap. 4a, 43. 
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of Lufitania ; a government which he adrDiniftered for fhe 
fpace of ten years with eminent uprightnefs and honoar^ 
having acquired no lefs reputation iri authority by his gra- 
vity and regular conduft, than he had deferved infamy in 
a private ftation, by a moft voluptuous and diffolute life*. 
Thus Nero enjoyed Poppaea without a rival,- and was, for 
fomrc tinie, entirely governed by her pernicious and deftruc- 
tivc counfels. This year Cornelius Sylla, who had married 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, being faifly accufed of 
confpiring againft the emperor, was banifhed, and confined 
within the walls of Marfeilles '. As the people complain- 
ed loudly of the arbitrary exa£iions of the publicans, Nero 
defigned to fupprefs all taxes and duties, thinkingjthat in- 
dulgence the greateft bounty he could bellow upon mankind; 
but the fenate, after many encomiums on his magnanimity^ 
reftrained him, by remonftrating, that the fappreffion of 
all taxes muft neceflarily be attended with the diflblution of 
the empire. The prince, therefore, contented himfelf with 
ordaining, that all the regulations relating to the revenues, 
which till then had been tept fecret, ihould be hung up in 
public, to the end that every one might know the pfceife 
fum he was to contribute ; that the publicans fhould enft 
no claims more than a year back ; that all caufes againft 
them fhould be immediately heard and determined by Ac 
praetor at Rome, and, in the provinces, by the proptxtprs 
and proconfuls. He laid other equitable injunctions, which 
however foon grew obfolete ; though the fuppreflion of toe 
quadragefima, or fortieth penny, and of the quinquagefim^, 
or fiftieth, as alfo of fo'me other impofitions, corttitiacd m 
force, at leaft till the reign of Adriari. At the feme time> 
to encourage the bringing of grain from the tranftnarinc 
provinces, it was ordained, that it fhould be imi^ott^ 
duty free y. 

In Germany, the commanders of the Roman armies hav- 
ing no enemy to contend with, kept their troops employed 
in* various public works. Paulinus Pon^peius, who coJn- 
manded in Lower Germany, completed a dant, wbicn 
Drufus had begun fixty three years befor^, to reftrainthc 
overflowing of the Rhine. Lucius Vetus, who cohiW^***^ 
in Upper Germany, undertook a wbrk great, ftupendousy 
and worthy of the Roman grandeur ; which was, ^^^^^ 
canal of communication between the Sat»ie and the' ^o- 
^elle, that the armies from Italy, tranfport^d by fea ^^^ J5 
Rhone, and thence into the Saonc, might fally tbf<«^ ^""^ 

w Tacit, cap. 45» 4^. Suet, in Oth. cap. 3. Jofeph. Antiq hb;^J 
cap. 7. « Tacit- Annal. Ub..3ciii. cap. 47. ^ We» »wu' 

«ap-4i# 5»- Suet. cap. I «. ^ 
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,cajisd into the Mofelle^ thence through the Rhine loto the 
ocean. But ^lius Oracilis, governor of Belgic GauJ^ 
thraugh which the MpfcUe flowed, jealous of the glory 
which Vetua would have acquired jby fo great and ufeful 
an undertaking, cautioned him not to bring his troops into 
^auQtbejr's province, ajpd at the farn« time threatened him 
,with the di^Ieafure qf the emperor, who would be alarmed 
Vt fuch ap .enterprize, imagining it undertaken with a pri- , 
vate view to court the affeftions of the Gauls. Thus was 
that glorious project defeated ^. 

Paulinus being fucceeded by Dubius Avitus, and Vetus 
by T. Curulius Manoias, the Frifians, under the conduft Thi Fri- 
of Verr^tus and Malarigis, .poflTefled themfelves of certain M^^ M- 
ni^QCCupied jlands, which h^d been applied to the ufe of th^ yy ' ^" 
Roman foidiers, who ufed to fend their horfes a^id cattle to lands be^ 
graze there. They had already founded their dwellings, iongingt^ 
and fown the fields, when Avitus threatened to drive them theR9» 
from thence, unlefe they firft obtained from the emperor a ^^*'* 
grant of thofe , territories. In confequeuce of this declara- 
tion, the twp chiefs proceeded to Rome, where, till they 
qould have an audience of Nejro> among the feveral fights 
.which were ufually exhibited to ftrangers, they were coo- 
du£led to f ompey's theatre, to affift at a public ihew. 
There, while they were furveying with aftonifliment the 
, multitudes of people, and informing themfelves which were 
the Roman knights, and where fat the fenators, they dif- 
, covered certain perfpris in a foreign drefs, fitting amoi^ 
jtbe latter, and alked jjifho they were. *' This is a diftine- 
tion (anfwered the interpreter), conferred by the Roman 
people on the ambafiadors of fiich nations as have figna* 
Hzed their bravery in war, and fidelity towards us." If to 
(replied the two chiefs), we claim a right to fit there too ; 
for, amongft m^n, there is not a nation which, in fidelity 
and feats of arms, furpaffes the Germans :*' fo faying, they 
placed themfelves among the fenators ; and, for this honeft 
freedom, were highly applauded by the numerous afiem-< 
bly. Nero honoured them both with the rights of Roman 
citizens : but commanded the^ to abandon their new pof- 
felfions ; an order which their countrymen refufing to obey, ^f^f drivm 
Avitus, by a fudden irn^ption, put many to the fword, and Jj'^^J^f^c* 
forced the reft to withdi:aw *. . . ^ ^'*"""- 

Some time after this event, the Anfibarii, being driven V^^^^ 
from their own country by the Chauci, took pofleffion of pf/lf^l 
the fame lands, fupported by the neighbouring nations, who jelvts of 
pitied their forlorn condition, and led by Boiocalus, a man the famt 
of great renown, and of known fidelity towards the Ro- ^*^' 

t 

i Tacit Ann» lib xiii. cap; 5 3. * Idem ibid, cap, 54— -s^* 
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mans. He reprefented to Avitus, in behalf of himfelf and 
his people, that on the revolt of the Cherufcij when Varus 
and his legions were flaughtered, he had been thrown into 
bonds by Arminius ; that he had afterwards ferved under 
Tiberius, then under Germanicus, and to the merit of fifty 
years fervijce was ready to add that of fubmitting bis people 
to the empire of Rome. He remonftrated, that the territory 
in difpute was large, and lay wafte ; that he might aUow 
to an unhappy people, driven from their own habitations, 
fettlements in it, and, at the fame time, retain wide trads 
for the horfes and cattle of the Roman foldiers to gra^e and 
range in ; that it was inconfiftent with humanity to famifh 
men, in order to feed beafls ; and incompatible with reli* 
gion, to devote to difmal deferts and folitude any part of 
the earth, which was, by the gods, appropriated to the 
children of men ; that fuch parts of it as none pofleffed 
were free and common to all. Then raifing his eyes to 
the fun, and the other celeftial luminarijcs, he afked them, 
how they could bear to behold a defoJate foil ? and afked , 
if they would not more juftly let loofe the fea to fwallow 
up ufurpers, who thus ingrofied the earth ? Avitus, pro* 
voiced at this language, made no other, reply, than that the 
weakeft man muft fubmit to the more powerful ; and that 
fince the gods, to whom they appealed, had left the foTC- 
reign judgment to the Romans, they would fuffer no other 
judges than themfelves. This anfwer he gave in public ; but 
to Boiocalushe privately offered lands, as an acknowlegement 

• of his long attachment to the Romans. This offer the brave 
German confidered as a price propofed for betraying his 

• people, and rejefted it with indignation ; adding, *' A place 
to live in we may want ; but a place to die in we cannot. 
Thus they parted, with mutual animofity. 

*rh$Anfi' The Anfibarii invited into a confederacy the bordering 
harnpri- nations ; but Curtilius Mancias, who commanded in Upper 
JUi^ar- Germany, paffing the Rhine at the head of his legions, 
threatened them with defolation and ilaughter, if they af- 
forded any affiftance to the enemies of Rome. On the other 
hand, they were a wed by Avitus, who likewifc appeared 
with his legions on the banks of the Rhine ; fo that the 
unhappy Anfibarii, dcferted by all, had recourfe to the 
Ufipites, the Xpbantes, the Catti, and Chcrufci, begging 
hut Oft uu leave to fettle in their territories ; but being everywhere 
mwatfcL d"''^^" ^^^ ^® enemies and intruders, in the courfe of theic 
long and various peregrinations, the people periled . 

^ Tacit, Annal. }ib» xiii. cap* 57. 
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This year the Juhones, a people in alliance with Rome, Afuhurra' 
who are fuppofed to have inhaoited the counties of Kafiau neou/fire. 
and Ifemburgy were afflicted with a fudden irruption of 
fubterraneous fire ; which confumed their farms^ towns, 
^nd dwellings^ and was advancing with great fury to the 
walls of Cologne, when certain boors, after having in vain 
attempted to extinguifh it with water, and other ufual ex^ 
pedients, tranfported with rage, attacked it at a diftance 
with vollies of Hones. This aflault, to their great furprize, 
allayed its fury ; which no fooner began to abate, than they 
proceeded to a clofer attack with clubs and blows^ as in an ^ 
encounter with an enemy \ and at length, which was ftill Ho^ ex* 
more furprifing, they quite vanquifhed the conflagration, tingttijbed, 
by throwing their garments upon the flames ^. 

This year Domitius Gorbulo, the greateft general of his ^^?^f, 
age, completed thp redu£]bion of Armenia, by expelling ^^^^^^^ 
'inridates, brother to Vologefes, king of the Parthians, and 
making himfelf mailer of Artaxata, the moil important 
place of the whole kingdom* Of the glorious exploits of 
this brave officer, we have given an account in our hiilory 
of Armenia : therefore we fliall only add, that, for the fuc- 
cefs which had attended CorbuIo*s arms, Nero was pro* 
claimed emperor ; and, by a decree of the fenate, days of 
public thankfgivlng were appointed, with ilatues of Vic- 
tory to the prince, triumphal arches, and perpetuity of the 
confulihip. It was alfo decreed, that the day when the 
city of Artaxata was taken, the day when the new^ arrived 
at Kome, and the day which produced that decree, (hould 
all be for ever kept as feilivals. This motion was oppofed 
by C^ius CaiBus ; who obferved, that were every inilance 
of public profperity to be attended with public thankfgiving, 
the whole year would not afford days fufficient for fuch 
folemnities) a juil diilribution (he laid) ought therefore 
to be made between d^ys of devotion and days of bufinefs, 
that the worfhip pf the gods might not interfere with the 
occupations of inen *. 

Hitherto Nero's adminiilration was much applauded^ and 
is generally extolled by hiilorians ; Trajan, an excellent 
prince, is faid to have propofedto himfelf the iiril 5ve years 
of Nero's reign, as the moil accomplifhed model of an equity 
able government •. It is certain, however, that this year, Onat 
the iixth of his reign, when Caius Vipfanius Apronianus, /^V '" 
^nd Caius Fonteius Capito were confuls, produced an in- conduff. 

« Idem. ibid. Btrag. Nnm. p.^a. ^ Tacit .Annal. lib. xiii. 

^?f* 34* ^ Aur. ViA. in epit. 
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ftancc of the blacked and moft unnatural iniquity recorded 
in hiftory, that of a mother murdered by a fon, who waj 
indebted to her hot only for his life but for the empire, 
and that very power which, by an apoftacy from nature, 
he impibufly employed againft her. This horrid attempt, 
"which will render the name of Nero execrable to thelateft 
bbftcrity, we (hall relate, as it has been tianfmitt^ to U3 
by the moil unexceptionable hiftorians of antiquity. 

,Agrippina had, after the late groundlefs charge brought 
againft her, in fomc degree, regamed the emperor's favour, 
and continued to bear no fmall fway at court, till Poppw 
was introduced. That ambitious proftitute aimed at no- 
thing kfs than folemnly marrying the emperor ; but as flic 
could never hope to fee Oflavia divorced, nor herfelf ho- 
noured with imperial wedlock, during the life of Agrip- 
bina, fhe made it her whole ftudy to inflame Nero againft 
her, fometiipi^s jeering him by the farcaftical name of pupil, 
Jjlindly fubjeft to the capricious humour of a woman, and 
fo far from being fufiired to rule the erhpire, that he was 
iiot allowed that liberty which every private Roman enjoyed 
^s his birth-right. She added atrocious calumnies againft 
.Agrippina, as if fhe harboured defigns againft his life; 
»nd threatened to abandon him, that me. might not be cx- 
pofed to the dangers by which he was furroiinded. Her 
complaints and expoftulations, enforced with iighs, tears* 
i^nd all the foft artifices which the Jec'eitful adulterefs pof- 
/efled in an eipinent degree, pierced the foul of Nero: in 
behalf of Agrippina no one interpofed, all at court being 
overjoyed to fee her authority crufiied, but no one ima- 
gining the fon would ever be hardened to fuch a pitch of 
ipiquity, as inhumanly to fpijl the blood of his mother'. 

Agrippina, apprifed of the views and artifices of Poppsea, 
left nothing unattempted, which thirft of power could fug- 
geft, to retain her wonted dorpinion. Authors who lived 
m thofe times, and to whofe authority Tacitus pays great 
deference, tell us, that the luft of ruline tranfported her 
to fuch extravagant, and almoft incredible lengths, that 
while Nero was much heated with wine, and banqueting, 
(he accofted him, gaily attired \ and, without any regard 
to fame or modefty, prompted him to a crime no Icfs re- 
pugnant to nati^re than that which he fpon after cojntnit- 
ted. Seneca, who was prefent, obferving the prince, while 
he was thus intoxicated, inclined to yield to the folicitations 
of bis mother, for an antidote agamft the enticements o{ 



^ T4cit. Ann* lib. ?(iy« c^p. i, Pio^lib. Uviii. 
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one woman, had recourfe to another, and Introduced Ade; 
By means of this diverfion, the unnatural coaimerce was 
prevented ; but the reputatioh of Seneca was fomewhat 
tarnlfbed, who might, by fome other expedient more worthy 
of a philofopher, have diverted the princq from fuch a 
monftrous impurity (L). 

Nero, dreading the infamy which the bare fufpicion of 
fuch a deteftable crime would refleft on his charader, and 
being told, that the foldiery would never bear the dominion 
of a prince thus contaminated, began thenceforth to avoid 
?U private conferences with his mother ; a referve whick 
g?ive Poppsea a favourable opportunity of inflaming him ftiU 
more againft her, till ^t length ihe wrought him to a refo- 
lution of deliveririg himfelf, by a parricide, from one who, 
(he faid, was his dread and torment. He was now, there- Nero m* 
fore, only in fufpence about the means of difpatching her, /&/w/ to 
whether by poifon, the fword, or fome other contriv- ^*ftroy htr* 
ance. 

While he revolved various methods of taking her off, AnUetuum 
Anicetus offered his fervice and his dexterity. He was a franckifid 
franchifed flave, and had been tutor to Nero in Ws infancy 5 Myh com- 
but was now commander of the fleet which rode at Mife- ^'**"' '1' 
num. As he was an in^placable enemy to Agr^ppina, he deflrnm 
"undertook to contrive a veflel in fiich a manner that he htr. 
could (ink it at pleafure ; and he obfervedj that if Agrippln^ 
were thus difpatchedby Ihipwreck, noperfon could afcrib? 
her death to the malice and contrivance of men. Nero 
was much pleafed with this device, becaufe he had ia fa- 
vourable opportunity to put it in execution, as he was then 
celebrating at Baiae the folemn feftival of Minerva called 
Quinquatrus, which began on the nineteenth of March, 
and lafted five days. In order to entice bis mother thither, ^«^«/fv- 
he pretended a defire to be reconciled to her, declaring, ^^^^^^^* 
that children ought to -bear with the humours of their pa- ^i^/^ 
rents \ and that for himfelf, it was his duty ito forget all pafl: 
provocations, and he fincerely reconciled to a tender mo- 
ther, to yhom he owed the fceptre which he fwayed. A 
general rumopr of this pretended difpofitipn was immedi* 
ately fpread abroad, re^ached Agrippina, and found credit 

(L) Fabius Rufticus, a wri- in the detail we have given, all 

tet of thofe times, afcribee this ptber authors agree ; and it was 

uoheard-of paffion not to Agrip- bdides confirmed. In Tacitus'^ 

pinsk^ but to Nero; and adds, time, by the teftiiDony of popu* 

that he was refcued from fo br fame* 
gre^^t an infi^my by A(^e ; but, 

with 
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with her, becaufe it flattered her wifhes. At the fame time 
he wrote a letter to her, filled with the moft tender expref* 
(ions of filial afie6):ion and duty, inviting her to pafs the 
feftival with him at Baise. 

Agrippina, not fufpefting any treachery, though well 
praflifed in t)ie dark devices of the court, deferred no longer 
her departure ; but en^barking at Antium, where ihe then 
was, failed to Bauli (M), an imperial villa between the cape 
of Mifenum and the gulf of Baias. Thither Nero went to re- 
ceive his mother, met her upon the ihore, prefented his 
hand, embraced, and conduced her tothecaftle. Not far 
from the ihore, amongft feveral other veflTels belonging to 
the emperor, and the noblemen of bis court, rode that 
which had been contrived by Anicetus, more pompous an4 
gaudy than the reft, as if Nero, by that diftindiion, intended 
additional honour to his n^other ; but fhe, having had fome 
intimation of the plot, when invited on board, dechred (be 
chofe to go to Baiae by land ; and accordingly was carried 
thither in a fedan. Upon her arrival, the behaviour of 
Nero, obliging beyond expreffion, and free from all man- 
ner of afFeSation, allayed her fears. He treated her with 
the utmoft magnificence, yielded to her at table the moft 
honourable place, entertained her with great variety of di- 
verfions, granted atl the favours ihe afked in behalf of 
herfelf or her friends, and, in converfatian, broke fomc-j 
times out into fallies of youthful gaiety, difcourfing at other 
times, with an air of gravity, of ftate afl^airs, as if he really 
had reftored his confidence to her, and was fincercly dif- 

J^ofed to follow her advice. Having, by means of thefe en«r 
haring carefTes, removed all her fufpicions, he protraftcd the 
banquet till the night was far advanced ; and, in the mean 
time, gave private orders to the commander of one of hij 
galleys to run foul of that which had conveyed Agrippina 
to Bauli, and difable it, that (he might be obliged to em- 
bark in the vefTel contrived for her deftru£lion. When the 
feaft was over, Nero acquainted her with the misfortune 
which had happened to her own veflcl, begged her to ac- 
cept of the other, and ordered the admiral himfelf, Anice- 
tus, to attend her to Antium. The emperor accompanied 
her in perfon to the fliore, and, at parting, hung upon he^ 

(M) This villa belonged firft this time it was pofTcfTcd by the 

to Hortenfius, the celebrated emperor, and long after by 

orator, and afterwards to Auto- Symmachus. 
nia, the wife of Drufus (i). At 



(i) Plin* lib. ix> cap. 55. 
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neck, kiiCng her with fuch tendernefs, that he left It un« 
certain, as our hiftorian obferves, whether he meant, by 
that paflionate. behaviour, to cloak his horrid defign, or 
whetner his l^rit, however fierce aiid favage, could not 
with (land the more powerful efforts of nature, at the laft 
fighj of a mother juft going to perifh 8, 

The fea proved fmooth and calm, the night clear, and the Jgrippiam 
ftars ihone in full luftre. Agrippina, when ihe embarked, difigiudhf 
was attended only by two perfons, Crepercius Gall us, who •^'^' . . 
ftood in the fteerage, and a lady named Aceronia PoUa, '^^^^ 
who lay at her feet, and was entertaining her with the 
pleafing difcourfe of the rembrfe of herfon, and his fincere 
reconciliation ; when fuddenly, upon a fignal given, the 
deck over that quarter was loofened, and, being purppfcly 
loaded with a great quantity of lead, funk violently down, 
and crufhed Crepercius to death. Agrippina and Aceronia 
were defended by the pofts of the bed where they lay, which 
happened to be too ftrong to yield to the weight ; neither 
did the veiTel open, as had been concerted, fuch of the ma* 
riners, as had not been entrufted with the plot, obftruding 
the meafuies of thofe who were. The latter, finding this 
expedient defeated, drove to overfet the veffcl by running 
all to one fide : but the other mariners, not privy to the dc- 
fign, at the fame time ftruggling to preferve her, by ba- 
lancing the contrary way, (he was not at once fwaUowed 
up, but funk by degrees ; fo that Agrippina and Aceronia 
fell foftly into the fea. The latter, fcreaming out, for the 
more fpeedy relief, that (he was Agrippina, and paflionately 
calling upon the crew to fuccour the prince's mother, was 
by them purfued with their poles and oars, and fo flain. 

Agrippina never fpoke, and being therefore lefs known, skt if" 
efcaped, with one wound only on her fiioulder : with fwim<- capts^ 
ming, and the timely ailiftance of fome fifber^boats, which 
rowed out to fuccour her, ihe reached the lake Lucrinus, 
from whence (he was conveyed to her own villa. There, 
refle£ling upon the danger which (he had efcaped ; the fate 
of Aceronia, miftaken for herfelf, and defignedly (lain \ the 
manner in which the vefTel, under (belter of the (hore, not 
toifed by the winds, nor ftriking upon the rocks, had yielded* 
in its upper part, and been purpofely overfet, (he con- 
cluded, that, for this very end, (he had been enfnared by 
the fraudulent letters of her fon, and for this treated by him 
with fuch extraordinary marks of honour. However, (he ^nddiS" 
thought it advifable to diffemble the whole, and, although -^^^^i^ 

% Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 4. Suet cap. 34. Dio, lib. Ixi. p. 695. 

well 
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mtH ftpprifed of thefe blftck devices, to %& as if (he was ea- 
iirely igiioraat of them* With this view, (he difpatcfaed 
Agerinu$ her freedman, to acquaint the en^eror with the 
danger (he had efcaped by the providence of tl;ie gods and 
his imperial fortune ; a^id jto entreat bin^^ tha^, however 
alarmed at the misfortune which had threatened hie mother, 
he would poftpone the trouble of yiiking her, for what (he 
Tt^anted at prefeat was reft. In the mean time, difguifing 
her fear, and counterfeiting perfe£t fecuri,ty, (he caufed her 
wound to be drefled ; and calling for the laft will x>i Ac&- 
jTonia, ordered all her eifedls ito be regiftered, and fealed 
;up **. 

Nero had pafied ^tbe night in great uneafinefs and anxiety, 
attending to the fuccefs of his defign ; and, while he was 
hourly expe<fUng expreiTes to inform him that the parricide 
was executed, tidings arrived that his mother had efcaped 
Nero's only with a flight wound. At this information, he was 
fears upon ftruck with horror and difmay, not doubting but that fierce 
^^fk^^^\ fpirit, bent upon hafty revenge, would.either arm the flavcs, 
^^^^ ' inflame the ra^e of the foldiery againft him, or have recourfe, 
, with a tragical rcprefentation of the whole plot, to the fc- 
nate and people. Thus terrified and confounded, he im- 
mediately fent for Burrhus and Seneca, who perhaps had 
«ot before been acquainted with the fConfpiracy. To them 
j»c notified his difappointment, protefting, that, in the pre- 
fent emergency, he had no refource, no prote£lion, no one 
^o advife with, but thepi. They both kept filence, either 
becaufe they thought it was in vain to difluade him from a 
defign on which they faw him determined, or becaufe they 
believed matters already pulhqd fo far, that, unlefs Agrip- 
pina foon perilhcd, Nero c^rtaiply muft. At length Se- 
neca, who ufed always to fpeak firft, looked at Burrhus, as 
if he aflced him, whether orders for the difpatching of 
Agrippina might not be trufted to the foldiery under his 
.command. Burrhus underftood him, and anfwered, that 
the prxtorian guards were fo zeajoufly attached to the namfi 
of the Cxfars, fo fond of the family and memory pf Ger- 
manicus, th,at they would never e^igage in any cruel of 
bloody attempt againft their defcendants. He added, that 
AnUe^us Anicetus ought to accomplifli what he had begun. Ani- 
pndertakes ^etus undertook, without befitajion, to acquit himfelf of 
t»fi»vo t e his engagement ; acid Nero, exclaiitiing, that Anicetus pre^ 
^^'' ' feated him that day with the empire, urged him to ufc diA 

* Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 1--5. Dio, p. 695. Suet, lib' V»« 
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patch. In the mean time Agerinus^ arriving from Agrip« 
pina, with the news of her difafter and cfcape, was imme- 
diately admitted to the emperor; by whofe orders, as he , 
was delivering his mefTag^, a dagger was dropped between 
his legs } and then, on pretence that he had been fent to 
murder the prince, he was immediately leaded with irons, 
artd dragged to prifon. This fable was forged to fupport 
anotber ; for Nero pretended, that his deftru3:ion had been 
concerted by his mother ; and that fire, upon the difcovery V 
of her treafon, had put an end to her own life, to avoid the 
puniihment flie deferved K 

In the mean time, the report of the dahger which threat- Ztaloftht 
ened A'grippina at fea, and was looked upon as the efieft poputace^ 
of chance, flying abroad, the people from all quarters ";f^"^f^ 
flocked to the (hore to affift her : fome crowded into barks her danztri 
and fkifi^ ; others entered the fea, and waded to the neck : 
nay, fome ftretchcd out their arms to catch and receive 
her ; fo that the whole coaft refounded with lamentations 
for her misfortune^ vows for her deliverance, a«d the in- 
diftin£): clamour of a multitude, folicitous about her fafety. 
When they underftood that fhe was out of danger, they 
baftened to congratulate her ; but Anicetus arriving with Her kanfe 
an armed band of marines, they all difperfed. Then the ^^fi^ «w/A 
fra'ncbifed flave, having bcfct the villa with a guard, burft ^^'^^^^ 
open the gates, fecured fuch of her flaves as offered to ftop 
him, a'Ad advanced to the door of her chamber, which be 
focmd guarded by a fmail number of hor friends, who, at 
the light of fo many arn^ed men., immediately fled, and 
left her with one maid only. She was already very uneafy, 
thaft no perfon had yet arrived from her fon, when fhe 
heard a fudden noife and tumult at the door of her cham- 
ber; which fo terrified her maid, that, fl:arting up, fhe too 
was about to depart^ Agrippina perceiving her defign, 
** Thou like wife (faid fhe), art going to abandon me :** that 
moment Anicetus, having forced open the door, entered 
her chamber, accompanied by Herculeus, captain of a 
galley^ and Oloaritus, a centurion of the navy. The 
prirtcefs, though apprifed of iheir defign, yet addreiling 
them with great intrejiidity, " If you are come (faid fhe), 
from tlie emperor, to be informed of my health, I can ac- 
quaint hito, that lam well refrefhed and recovered ; if up-^ 
on any bloody deCgn, I will never believe you commiflion- 
ed by my fon: my fon cannot command a parricide." 
But the auaffins, without returning her any anfwer, fur- 

^ Tacit. Ann. lib. xiV. cap. 6. Dio, p* 6^5* Suet. lib. vi. cap« 34. 
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xontiAcA herjbed ; and Herculeus difcharged a blow upbii tieif 
head with a great club; Oloaritus the centurion inftantly 
drew his fword to difpatch her; but Agrippina^ notwith- 
ftandin^g the blow ihe had received, ftarting up, prefented 
her belly, crying with a loud voice, ** Strike mchere! 
this carried and brought forth fuch a monfter as Nero." In 
uttering thefe. words, (be was pierced with a number of 
Vr. of Fl. wounds, and expired ^ (M). Thus died the celebrated 
»4oS. Agrippina, daughter to Germanic us, grand-daugbtei to 
A. D. 6q. Agrippa, and great-grand-daughter to Auguftus, filler to 
one emperor, wife to another, and mother to a third. 
Hei- mur* "^^^^ ^^^ ^^ h^i^ defcrved by a train of horrid iniquities, 
^gf^ long before it overtook her. We are told, that fhe wa» 

warned of it many years before by the Chaldeans, lyho be- 
ing confulted by her concerning the fortune of Nero, 
and anfwering, that he would certainly reign, and kill 
his mother ; •* Let him kill me (faid fee), fo he do but 
reign *." 

The fcene of this horrible iniquity being clofed, the em- 
peror began to refleft on the enormity of his crime ; a mo* 
Nero*sagO' ther inhumanly murdered, to whom he owed his life and 
nigs upon his empire! He paffed the night in dreadful agonicsi 
httdtaik* impatiently waiting the return of day, which, he appre- 
hended, would bring upon him fome dreadful difaftcr* 
Burrhus was the firft who afforded him any comfort in 
the midft of thefe horrors, by perfuading the tribunes and 
centurions under his command to congratulate the prince 
upon his thus happily efcaping the enormous trcafon de- 

k Tacit. Ann. lib. xiv. cap. 7, 8. Dio, p. 696. Saeton, cap. Ut* 
1 Tacit, ibid. cap. 9. Die, Suet. ibid» 

(M^ In thefe particulars all bones were interred by her do- 
authors agree. Some add, that meftics, who, after the death 
Nero afte wards furveyed the of Nero, raifed her a mean 
naked body of his mangled mo- tomb, upon the road to cape 
ther, viewed her limbs, and Mifenum, adjoining to a villa 
extolled their fymmetry and which formerly belonged to 
beauty ; but this is' denied by Csefar the di6^ator« Mnefler* 
others, and feems inconfiftent one of her freedmcn, as foon as 
with the concern which he af- her funeral pile was lighted, 
terwards fhewed. That very ran himfelf through with a 
night her corpfe was burnt, fword, whether from grief and 
without any pomp or folemnity, afFedtion for her, or from dread 
being carried to the pile upon of fome terrible puniftrncnt, 
no other bed than that which which he apprehended, was ne- 
(lie lay upon at her meals. Her ver known. 

fifed 
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Vifcd by hid mother. Their example was followed by 
the emperor's friends, and by the neighbouring commu- 
nities of Campania, who tefiifiec^ their joy by facrifices 
to the gods, and embaffies to the prince. Nero now Heajfe&s . 
pretended to be inconfolably grieved for the death ol firrow. 
his mother, anfwering thofe who drove to confole him, 
that he hated a life which, upon fuch terms, had been 
iaved* However, as the face and afpe£); of places cannot 
change like the countenances of men, the fight of that 
coaft, and thofe (hores where the parricide had been perpe- 
trated, filled him with continual horrors;- befides, there 
were fome who imagined they heard horrid (hrieks and 
Cries from Agrippina's tomb, and a mournful found of 
trumpets from the neighbouring cliffs and hill^. Nero, 
therefore, flying from fuch tragical places, which incef- 
fantly reproached him with the enormity of his crime, 
withdrew to Naples ; whence he fent letters to the fenate, 
acquainting them, that Agerinus, a freedman of Agrip- He chargtt 
pina, had been fent by her to aifaffinate him, but ,had been her with 
timely apprehended ; and that (he had thereupon laid vio- ^f^ 
lent hands on herfelf, with the fame guilty confcience ^"*^'* 
which had prompted her to attempt the life of her fon. To 
this falfhood he added a detail of her crimes, traced a long 
way back : he even imputed to her all the vile meafures 
and black Iniquities of the reign of Claudius ; and conclud- 
ed, that her death ought to be looked upon as a pubHc 
blefling, and afcribed to the aufpicious fortune of the Ro- 
man ftate (N). 



(N) This letter was compof- 
cd by Seneca, who was feverely 
cenfured, and not undefervedly, 
by all men of honour and vir- 
tue. No one believed the pre- 
tended confpiracy ; but never- 
thelefs the fenators, with aflq- 
nilhing ardour, flrove to furpafs 
one another in decreeing new 
honours to Nero on this occa- 
iion« The following folemni- 
ties were therefore ordained, 
that, at all the altars, public 
devotions fhould be obferved ; 
that the fcaft of Minerva, dur- 
ing which the confpiracy was 
deted^ed, (hould be celebrated 
with anniverfary plays for ever ; 



that the flatue of that goddefs 
in gold (hould be placed in the 
fenate-houfe, and, near it, that 
of the emperor; and, laftly, 
that the anniverfary of Agrip- 
pina (hould be inferted in the 
number of unlucky days. Thra- 
fea Paetus, Walked out of the 
fenate, as foon as the emperor's 
letter was read, choofing rather 
to provoke the vengeance of 
Nero, than give his aflent to 
fuch fervile, flattering, and ini- 
quitous decrees ; but there was 
not a man in the fenate who 
had fo much honour and inte« 
grity, as to follow his example. 

T. 



jflo The Roman Hiftory. 

Bndio^ ^^ heighten ftill more the public hatred, and blacken 

voMTf /0 her meniory> as if fhe had checked his natural inclination 
blacken hgr to mercy, he reftored t5 their native country and eftates 
mt^f^ feveral perfons of diftin£lion, who hid been formerly exiled 
by her orders. He likewife pardoned Iturius and Calvifius, 
and fufFered the body of Lollia Paulina, who had tnM 
her courfe at Tarentum, to be brought home, and depoflt- 
cd in the tomb of her illuftrious anceftors. Notwithftand- 
ing thefe a£l:s of clemency, the emperor could not prevail 
upon himfelf to return to Rome, dreading to appear, after 
his parricide, before; the fenate and people : but the aban- 
doned profligates of his court, (and no court upon earth, 
fays Tacitus, ever abounded with more) aflured him, that 
the very name of Agrippina was generally abhorred; in- 
fomuch that, by her death, he had fecured for ever the 
srflFeftions both of the people and fenate. On this affurance, 
He is re^ ^^ proceeded to Rome, where he was received with a more 
t$i*ued ai officious zeal than even his flattering courtiers had promifed. 
J(0«i# ivitA The feveral tribes, in diftinft bodies, went forth to meet 
extrmrdi' him, and likewife, the fenate, in their robes, with prodi- 
^^ ' gious crouds of women and children, ranged into diftinfl 
ciaflTes, according to their fex and age. Wherever, he 
pafl^ed, plays and (hews were exhibited with all the pomp 
and parade of a folemn triumph. Elated with pride at fuch 
a reception, he repaired, like a triumphant vi£^Cf, to the 
Capitol, and there paid his vows and oblations ". All thefe 
tokens of joy and approbation could not alleviate the re- 
proaches of his own confcience : the horrors of his guilt 
never forfook him j he owned, that the Furies puifued him 
with ftripes, and rage, and burning torches ; his dread was 
fometiflie3 fo great, that aM his joints trembled; he applid 
to the magicians, and eodeavpured, by one of their facri« 
fices, to call up the glkoft of hie i»other, and intreat her 
to forgive hi«i : fom^ time after, wbea he travelled into 
. Greece, though he vras eirtremely defirousof afliftingatthc 
Ektifmia/n ceremmiies, y^et his heait failed him, and be with- 
drew aa'fooH a« he heard the crier commanding, with aloud 
voicei, all impious and prtrfarie perfons to depsSt ■. 

As no one would take upon him to riv^ the empewr 
wbolefome advice, but^ on thjb c6ntrary, afl confpircd to de- 
ceive hint with fervile flattery, and to .<:onunQnd evenbi$ 
mofl; enormous exceffesi, be afbandoned himfelf, without re- 
ftraint, to all Us eKtravagant pafBons. He was chitfByfefld 

m Tacit, lib, xiv. cap. x i-«i 3. Di«, lib* |9^. jjki 7^^^ > Sueti 
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of two dkerfions, both highly ntibecomifig his rank and Hidvutru 
ftatbtt, najnielyi of driving a chariot, and finging to the himfelf 
harp in a theatrical habit. Seneca and Burrhus indulged ^>^^^«* 
him from the beginning in the former, in order to divert ^^^[ ^^^ 
him from the latter, which they thought a more fliameful 
and Unmanly employment. Thus, a piece of ground in the 
Vatican was inclof^ed with a wall, that he might exert his 
dexterity In driving, without being expofed to the view of 
A promKbuous crowd of fpe£lators ; but now he was de« 
firous of being publicly feen by the populace, who failed 
liot to gratify him with encomiums and loud acclama-» 
tion^. As the emperor imagined that, by bringing many 
Others under the fame infamy, he fhould lefien his own, he 
Introduced, as a£lors, into.the theatre, feveral noble Ilo« 
mahs, defcended from illuftrious families, but, through in- 
digencej become vetial. Het likewife engaged, with great He engages 
fet(rards, many Romalvkhiglits to undertake the a<9tihg of ft'^erai 
^iiit in J)ablic reprefentsitions. However, that he might ^^^^ ^^' 
tidt yet debafe hlrrtfetf in the common theatre, he inftituted ^Jlf^'p^ 
a ibrt of plays called juvenales, which were exhibited irt thefia^% 
private fibufes 6r gardens, perfons of the fifft qtiality, and 
Iriatny whd had borne the chief offices in the ftatCj afting in 
tfaem» i<3fd degrading themfelves, to irfiitatc the pprt ^ria 
fcufR)onry of the tJreek and Roman mimics, even in their 
motf otfcene gefticiilatibns (O). 



(Oy The contagion even 
leached tadies of the greatelt 
dii^iR^^Q, who, in imitation 
rftfee^iri^ee i^ Kfe <rot;rt, had 
fti^r aifemblies ^a^ reprefent^^ 
li#ti& k a gro^e pkvnted by Aii-* 
l^as ^ where booths w^rer b uiit^ 
antf in «het» ibid wbitever in- 
eit^d tor fenfuality and wautoof^ 
mefs- At l^agth Nercf ^<)ok t^e 
harp, a^ mounted th^ publio 
ffage, trying^ the ftringa witfi 
much attention and care, and 
ijudying his part. ^ About hin^ 
fiood his compftQions^ aiid a co* 
hpft of tb€ guftrda^ with nMtay, 
Uibun«« ^d cectufiood, and 
Sororiui^thiiir ^ommander^ who 



on 



^hk infamous occaflon^ 
warmly applauded Nero, while 
he inward ly grieved for h i m . At 
this thne, Nero enrolled a body 
of Roman knights, intrtled the 
kiiights 6f Auguftus ; young 
men diftingaifhed by the blooni 
of thew years, andftrength of 
body, but all profdfed . proflN 
gates. As cbe eiDperor foent 
whole day? and nights in fingw 
ing,and playing upon the harp, 
the fole bufinefii ot thefe knights 
ws^' tor commend Im pierfon and 
vokcy to extol the beauty ot' 
bath by ciftmes atidepfitbers pe<' 
culiar to (he godJs,. and to nng 
his aiF% s^bOiK thQ. drepts ( i)^ - 



(s) Taeit, Ann. lib. x1v« cap. i^. 
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Next year, Nero cnt^ed upon his fourth confulfcip, 
having CofTus Cornelius Lentulus for his colleague, and held 
that dignity for fix months. He now inftituted, for the im- 
provement of wit and genius, contefts of eloquence and poe- 
try, with other games, to be exhibited every fifth year; 
whence they wer* ftyled quinquennial games. On this oc* 
cafion, the players and pantomirnes, who had often caufed 
great diflenfions among the people, were recalled^, and re- 
ftored to the ftage. During thefe fgorts, a comet appeared, 
which, according to the perfuafion of the vulgar, always 
portended a change of princes : hence, as if Nero had been 
already depofed, it became the topic of general enquirjr, 
who ihould be chofen to fucceed him j and the name of 
Rubellius Plautus was, on this occafion, in every one's 
inouth. He . was, by his mother Julia, the daughter of 
Prufus, defcended from the family of the Csefars } and had 
acquired great reputation by the integrity of his life, and a 
ftri£t adherence, notwithftanding the general corruption, 
to the venerable inftituiions, and feuere manners, of the 
primitive Romans. As Nero was fitting at an entertain- 
ment at a place called Sublaqueum, on the banks of the 
Simbruine lake, aHaih of lightning darted upon the repafti 
difperfed the diihes, overturned the table, and, while the 
errf{)eror was drinking, fl:ruck the cup out of his hand. This 
accident happened it^ the neighbourhood of Tibur, whence 
Plautus was originally fprung by his/ather's fide 5 thereforcj 
the people believed, that he was appointed by the gods to 
fucceed Nero. Thefe particulars alarmed Ndra, who wrote 
to Plautus, that he would a£k prudently in confulting the 
peace and tranquility of Rome, by withdrawing to his pof- 
feflions in Afia, where he might enjoy the bloom of to 
life free from intrigues of fad:ipn, fraught with amhiguifj 
and danger. Upon this warning, Plautus, who had long 
fince buried biipfelf in retirement, ihunniiig and dreading 
power, left Rpme, and, with Antiftia his wife, and a few 
friends, haftencd to Afia. At this period, Nero appointed 
Tigranes (P) king gf Armenia, which the bravQ Corbulo 

had 



(P) Tigranes was grandfon, 
or rather great-grandfon, toAr-f 
chclaus, formerly king of Cap-r 
padocia ; for he was the grand^^ 
fon of Alexander, who was put 
to death by his own father He- 
rod king of Jud*a, and of Gla- 



phyra the daughter of Arche-» 
laus. His father was likcwifft 
named Alexander. He wa^nc- 
phew to another Tigranes, like- 
wife king of Armenia, wfeo wis 
put to death under Tiberius, in 
the twenty ^fecohd year of that 

prinyc'l 
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liad reduced, and bellowed upon him a body of guards^ . 
confiding of a thoufand legionaries, three cohorts of con* 
federates, and two wings of horfe, to fupport him in main- 
taining his new realm. Corbulo, having thus completed 
the reduftion of Armenia, left that country, and retired 
into Syria, a province affign^d him upoil the death of Nu- 
midius Quadratus the late governor **. In the clofe of the 
year, VibiU;S Secundus,. a Roman knight, was, upon the 
accufation of the Moors, condemned for extortionj and ex«- 
pelled Italy. 

^ Tacit, Annal. lib. xiv. cap. 26. 

prince's rcign, and thirty-fixth at Rome, in the quality of a 
of the Chriilian aera (2). Ta- hoftagc, his fpirit was miferably 
citus tells us, that, as this debafed, even toadegreeofab- 
prince had pafled many years jedhiefs and fcrvitude (3). 

(1) Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 7. (3) Tacit. Anftal. 

lib. xiv. cap. ft6. 



END OF THE TWELFTH VPLUME. 
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